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NEWSLETTER OF THE
ORANGE COIN & STAMP
CLUB FOR 26" NOVEMBER
2024

The committee of the Orange Coin & Stamp
Club wish members & readers a merry
Christmas and a happy 2025.

Our meeting is on Tuesday 26 November. Mini-fair is on
Saturday morning 7t December 2024.

Next meeting after November 1is on 28t™ January 2025.

Our new web-site is https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/
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THE NEXT ORANGE COIN &
STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON
THIS TUESDAY 26" November
2024 at 7.30.

Our current monthly meeting is at
the Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30
on this Tuesday 26™ November
2024

The next night meeting after
that is on Tuesday night,
7.30pm 28" January 2025.

Our next monthly coin & stamp
mini-fair is in the Orange
Cultural Centre is on Saturday 7%
December 2024 for 9 to ‘midday-
ish’

The next mini-fair after that is not

until next Saturday 1% February
2025 from 9 to ‘middayish’.
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Our meetings and the monthly fair
are held in the Orange Cultural
Centre building Sale St, Orange.
It’s the building that used to be a
school. It’s on the right hand side
as you enter the Woolworths Car
Park. The building is sort of
opposite Harris Farm Market, but
entrance is from the mini-park on
the Sale St frontage.

AN “OKAY” 2-DAY
SPRING FAIR ON
SATURDAY 9*
NOVEMBER & SUNDAY
10** NOVEMBER

It was be held on Saturday 9" November
& Sunday 10" November 2024 at the
usual venue, the Orange High School
Hall in Woodward Street.

Surprisingly there was a good turn-out
of visitors from not only Orange, but
from around the region.
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It could have started badly. Two out of town
coin dealers pulled at the last minute.

Thankfully Wynyard Coins and Win & Phil
Morehouse were there plus Howard Lyons’
Orange Stamp s & Coins.

To fill the ‘vacuum’ in the very large hall a
whole host of Club dealers took tables — to the
point where the hall looked crowded. In fact,
on the Saturday morning — it was crowded with
visitors. Saturday afternoons & Sundays are
traditionally quiet — but this year it was busy all
the time.

Audrey Ferris ran the kid’s activity table.

There was a good range of non-competitive
displays in the centre of the Hall too. Not every
visitor wanted to buy or sell.

It was probably the most successful Spring Fair
in the last few years.

Publicity

The Club has traditionally relied on television
advertising plus newspapers and non-
commercial radio to advertise our 2-day shows.
Almost no-one crosses the Blue Mountains to
come.

This year the Club also spent money on
Facebook advertising (and free Facebook
mentions). On the entrance survey for the
Saturday 39% of respondents said they came
because they saw it on Facebook. Only 26%
said they came because of the TV ad on Prime
7. Only 3% came because they saw the
newspaper ads in Orange City Life. 18% said
they were “regulars”.
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Our hobby is changing. A younger group of
collectors (not kids) don’t watch TV, listen to a
radio, or even reads a newspaper. They
communicate with the outside world with their
smart-phone. Yet they still collect coins and
even stamps.

Spring Fair Raffle

It was won by Cowra member Malcolm, whose
sister picked it up.

2" prize went to a visitor from Nile Street

3" prize went to Wanda from the Orange Art
Society

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR
2024-25 CLUB
MEMBERSHIP YET?

At the Club’s September meeting the
membership fees for 2024-25 was set at $15.00,

However, if you pay before the end of
November 2024, it will be discounted to only
$10.00.

You can pay at our night meetings or at the
Saturday morning mini-fairs (1 Saturday of the
month 9-12). Otherwise you need to contact
our treasurer, Howard Lyons.

Members who become un-financial may
soon find their newsletter discontinued

OUR ORANGE 2024 SPRING FAIR
DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP
SUPPORTING THEM AT OUR 2024

e Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710
www.wynyardcoins.com.au

e Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard
Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800;
Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02)
6362 2368, E-mail:
howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying
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and Selling — Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

¢ Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown.
NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email —
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-
wide stamps bought and sold

PHILAS NEWS

Sydney 2025 Exhibition

The Sydney Stamp & Coin Expo 2025 will be
held on 20-23 March 2025 at the ground floor
of the grandstand of the Wentworth Park
Sporting Complex, situated close to the
Sydney CBD.

The exhibition now has a dedicated website
www.sydney2025.com.au

Philas encourages everyone to enter your
exhibits before the new closing date of 12
December 2024. The Entry Form and
Prospectus and other details are on the
exhibition website.

Geoffrey Lewis President of the Organising
Committee

The PHILAS NEWS

Promote Your Club’s 2025 Events with Philas
Clubs are invited to share any news, events,
or special highlights planned for 2025!
Whether it’s an upcoming exhibition or a club
milestone, we’d love to promote your
activities through The Philas News magazine
and on the Philas website and social media.
This is a great opportunity to spotlight your
club’s events and connect with a wider
audience.

Please send Philas News submissions by 10th
January 2025 to ensure inclusion in the
January issue.

Email Graeme Morriss at
editor@philas.org.au for Philas News
submissions.

For website & social media updates, and your
2025 club programs, please email
webmaster(@philas.org.au
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SYDNEY 2025 EXHIBITION
WEBSITE LAUNCH

Sydney 2025 Exhibition Website Launch
Thu, Sep 12th, 2024

Philas is pleased to announce the launch of the
official website for the Sydney Stamp & Coin
Expo 2025: www.sydney2025.com.au.

This site will be your main source for all
updates and information leading up to the
event. Check the news page regularly for all the
latest updates.

The exhibition will celebrate the 175th
anniversary of the Sydney Views Stamps,
Australia’s first postage stamps.

The Prospectus & Entry Form and details for
the Australasian Challenge are now available
on the website.

Event Details:

Date: Thursday 20th to Sunday 23rd March
2025

Location: Wentworth Park Sporting Complex,
5 Wentworth Park Road, Glebe NSW

For more information, contact Geoffrey
Lewis, President of the Organising
Committee, at glewis@custom-made.com.aa

DATES FOR 2024 & 2025

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 26™
November 2024 night meeting, 7.30pm at
the Orange Cultural Centre.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair,
Saturday morning 7% December 2024, 9-
12, at the Orange Cultural Centre.

No club meeting in December and no mini-
fair in January 2025

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 28" January
2025 night meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange
Cultural Centre.


https://philas.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5d918c7ee668cb07110d053f&id=5bc4a39c2b&e=70c19d932c
mailto:editor@philas.org.au
mailto:webmaster@philas.org.au
https://www.sydney2025.com.au/index.html
https://www.sydney2025.com.au/news.html
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Petersham Stamp & Coin Fair, Sunday
29" December 2024 at 107 Crystal Street, MQDObCFtS
Petersham, 9.30-4 27 dealers. WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

/s

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair,
Saturday morning 1% February 2025, 9-12,
at the Orange Cultural Centre.

Sydney Stamp Expo 2025. 20-23" March
2025 at Wentworth Park Sporting Complex,
Glebe, NSW. President of the organising
committee is Geoffery Lewis. Email:
glewis(@custom-made.com.au

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER
AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE

CLUB

Items for this newsletter are always required. You
do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.
They need to be posted to the Editor, Derek
Dolstra, who is also the secretary at the Club’s
postal address: -PO Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or
better still e-mailed in Word format (pictures as
jpg files) to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au Phone 02
63 614 872

M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney
2000

Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710
remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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The Hall on the Saturday afternoon 9" November Spring Fair was a lot quieter
than it had been on the Saturday morning



CLUB MEMBER”S DISPLAYS AT THE 2024 SPRING FAIR

View along the first row of member’s displays

Displays included: -

C.W. Hill — Pioneer Australian Aviator Derek Dolstra
Early Air Mails Across the United States -
Banknotes of Scotland Rob. Willis

Canadian Arctic Postmarks
Australian Treasury Pound Notes & Savings Certificates Tony Read
Western Australian Postmarkings ©

Phone Cards Geoff Henry
Rulers of Byzantium Tony Read
Everyday Objects Eileen Davidson

Primitive Money Col. Davidson



Rob. Willis’s table showing his banknotes and coins.



Sydney Stamp & Coin Expo 2025
 STAMp 20 to 23 March 2025
S Wentworth Park Sporting Complex
' (ground floor level)
" Wentworth Park Road
Ultimo NSW 2007
Thursday 20th March from 10 AM to 6 PM
Friday 21st March from 9 AM to 6 PM
Saturday 22nd March from 9 AM to 5 PM
Sunday 23rd March from 9 AM to 3 PM

Dear Stamps and Coins Collectors,

Join us for Sydney's premier event celebrating the world of
philately and numismatics! The Sydney Stamp & Coin Expo
2025 brings together enthusiasts, collectors, and experts from
around Australia and New Zealand for a four-day showcase of
stamps, coins, and memorabilia. Whether you're a seasoned
collector or just starting out, this expo offers something for
everyone - exhibitions, and a vibrant marketplace. Connect
with fellow hobbyists in the heart of Sydney.

We are looking for your entry in many collectable classes
(including The Australasian Challenge)

Prospectus & Entry Form are on the website at
https://www.sydney2025.com.au

Closing Date: Thursday, 21 November 2024 (might be extended)

Geottrey Lewls (SSCE25 President)

We are also looking for VOLUNTEERS

(see back of this page for more info about volunteering for the stamp shows...)



The success of the show will of course largely be due
to all the volunteers which are going to donate some of
their time to make this show amazing in 2025, all
volunteers will be provided with a personalised Polo

Shirt (with name) to wear while on duty (we will need your
required size) as well as complementary food and drink vouchers...

Please compete and return the enclosed volunteer form:

Expo Set Up Expo Break Down:
Wednesday 19 March 2025 Sunday 23 March 2025
8 AM to about 6 PM 3 PM to about 6 PM

(indicate time available below:) | |(indicate time available below:)

SSCE 2025 - Open Days

(please circle time you will be available below:)
Thursday 20-3-25

9.30AMto12PM - 12PMto3PM - 3PMto6 PM
Friday 21-3-2025

930 AM to 12PM - 12 PM to 3PM - 3 PM to 6 PM

22-3-2025

Saturdas

9.30 AM to 12 PM - 12 PM to 3 PM - 3 PM to 5 PM
Suiiday 23-3-2623

930 AM to 12 PM - 12 PM to 3 PM

Size of Polo-Shirt needed:
Please circle one:
SMALL (SM)
MEDIUM (MD)
LARGE (LG)
EXTRA LARGE (XL)
EXTRA LARGE (2XL)
EXTRA LARGE (3XL)
Extra LARGE (4XL)

.......

OR Email - store@pics-sydneycom.au

Your NAME:
Your Contact Phone Number:
Your Postal Address (Optional) :

Your Email Address:

(Polo Shirt Size Wanted)

Laurent Villoing (SSCE25 Volunteer s co-ordinator)
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AUCTION #144 Catalogue - out now!

PHILAS Auction #144 is on-schedule for 12:30pm on Saturday 7th December
2024.

The Auction #144 catalogue is now available online. You can view or download the catalogue
to explore the lots. Bids can be placed using the interactive bid form or the postal bid form.
https://philas.org.au/auctions.php

The primary aims of PHILAS are: -

To generally promote the hobby

To encourage prospective and new stamp collectors

To support and encourage Youth philately

To create opportunities for existing stamp collectors to advance their skills and
To provide support for the affiliated clubs and societies.

The PHILAS EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ELECTED ON 2" NOVEMBER 2024 are:-

Bruce Chadderton - President

John Moore - Vice-President - Country

Sarah Harvey - Vice-President & Chair, Philatelic Development Council
Dee Collins - Vice-President, House Committee

Mike McHugh - Secretary - Email: office@philas.org.au

Peter Brigden - Treasurer

Michael Nibbs - Councillor & PHILAS Auctions Manager - Email: auction@philas.org.au
Billy Lau - Councillor & IT Coordinator

Chris van der Kley - Councillor & House Committee

Mick Evans - Councillor

Brian Moore — Councillor

PHILATELIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL:-
11


https://philas.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5d918c7ee668cb07110d053f&id=eebf967af2&e=70c19d932c

Sarah Harvey - Chair

Paul Storm - Committee Member
David Collyer - Committee Member
Geoff Lewis - Committee Member

MUDGEE CLUB’S ANNUAL SHOW 2" NOVEMBER at Club Mudgee
Rob Willis’ table and front desk
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92.3 & 94.7 .
out there o =}

Thanks to Community Radio 2MCE Bathurst 92.3 and Orange 94.7 for mentioning our
2024 Spring Fair.
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This year's two religious stamps Christmas stamps feature artworks from
one of the treasures of the National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne. The
work known as the Aspremont—Kievraing Hours is a hand-written book, or
manuscript, made in north-eastern France around 1300, more than 700
years ago.
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BRITISH COINS OF THE 18" CENTURY — BUT NOT
SILVER - TONY READ’S TALK TO THE OCTOBER MEETING

Tony Read noted that the main feature of British coins in the 18" Century was
the lack of low-value, especially silver coins.

A complication was that the Bank of England was a private company and it did
things to further their own financial interests.

The 1788 “Spade” gold guinea of George Il was also probably the NSW
Proclamation coin.

The gold one guinea coin was the main coin of the 18" Century and was widely
used for trade. A Royal Proclamation of December 1717 had fixed the value of
the guinea at twenty-one shillings.

Tony passed round a gold guinea “spade” coin.

To enable trade to be more easily conducted, half guinea coins also continued to
be minted. The value of the half guinea was fixed in 1717 at ten shillings and
sixpence.

i T
7 }-

George | half-guinea of 1717

King George I's half guinea coins were struck between 1715 and 1727 (except
1716) with the elephant and castle design sometimes appearing in 1721. The
coins weighed 4.2 grams, were 20 millimetres in diameter, and had a diagonally
milled edge.

King George II's half-guinea coins are more complex, with eight different obverses and
five different reverses used through the 33 years of his reign. These coins were produced in
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_II_of_Great_Britain

all years of the reign except 1735, 1741, 1742, 1744, 1754, and 1757. They weighed
4.2 grams, and were 20 millimetres in diameter. Some coins issued between 1729 and
1739 carry the mark “EIC” under the King's head, to indicate the gold was provided by
the East India Company, while some 1745 coins carry the mark “LIMA” to indicate the
gold came from Admiral Anson's round-the-world voyage & plundering of the Spanish
Fleet.

4,, \'Jf\,f

Half-gumea of George Il from 1746

Half-guinea of George 11l from 1797

The half guineas of George 111 weighed 4.2 grams and were 20 millimetres in diameter,
except from 1787 when they were 20-21 millimetres in diameter. They were issued with
seven different obverses and three reverses in 1762-1766, 1768, 1769, 1772-1779, 1781,
1783-1798, 1800-1806, 1808-1811 and 1813 — nearly all the years of his reign.

In the ‘Great Recoinage’ of 1816, the half-guinea was replaced by the half sovereign gold
coin, worth 10 shillings.

The Quarter guinea was a British coin minted only in the years 1718 and 1762. In 1718 it
was decided to strike this new gold coin to provide useful coin worth approximately the
same as the five-shilling (5s 6d) silver crown. As the name implies, it was valued at one-
fourth of a guinea.

Quarter guinea coin of George | from 1718
15
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Quarter guinea coin of George Il from 1762
Tony Read passed around a quarter guinea coin of 1762.

Because of the continued need for low-value coins and the shortage of silver the bank of
England asked for a one-third guinea gold coin. Minted only during the reign of George
111, the one-third-Guinea was struck from 1797 to 1813. These small gold coins of were
the last striking of this denomination. At the time, they were known as ‘seven shilling
pieces’. It was 2.8 grams and only 17mm in diameter.

The One-third guinea coin

Tony also passed around two types of the one-third guinea coin. He said the Royal Mint
had produced 3 types.

Tony Read went back to the start of his talk, to look a bit more at the one Guinea gold
coins.

Gold guinea coins, he said, were minted in Britain from 1663 to 1814. 1814 was at the time
of the Napoleonic War. A one guinea coin contained approximately one-quarter of an
ounce of gold. The name came from the Guinea region in West Africa, from where much
of the gold used to make the coins was sourced. It was the first English machine-struck
gold coin. Before 1717 the guinea was worth 20 shillings, but after that it was worth 21
shillings. In 1816 it was replaced by the gold sovereign.

- = -
SR
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George | gold guinea of 1720

During the reign of George 1, guinea coins were struck in all years from 1714 to 1727.
There were 5 different portraits of George I. The coins weighed between 8.1 and 8.3
grams and were 25 to 26 millimetres in diameter.

George Il gold guinea coin of 1760

Guinea coins from the reign of George Il are quite complex. There were 8 different
obverses and 5 different reverses over his 33 years on the throne. Guinea coins were
minted in all years except 1742, 1744, 1754, and 1757. Like the half guinea, coins issued
between 1729 and 1739 carry the mark “EIC” under the king's head, to indicate the gold
was provided by the East India Company, while some 1745 coins carry the

mark “LIMA” to indicate the gold came from Admiral George Anson's round-the-world
voyage.

George I11 gold one guinea coins were issued with six different obverses and three
different reverses. Tony Read was able to pass around the guinea coins showing these
three different reverse designs. In 1787 a new design of reverse featuring a spade-shaped
shield was introduced, with the same legend; this has become known as the spade guinea.
[See image of the spade guinea at start of article]

George I11 gold one guinea coin of 1770, with the third head of KGIII
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George 111 guineas were minted in 1761, 1763-79, 1781-99, and 1813. About 20 million
worn guinea coins from the earlier reigns of William 111 and Queen Anne, in 1774 were
melted down and re-minted as guinea and half guinea coins. Gold was getting harder to
get.

At the end of the 18" Century gold was becoming more expensive. The French Revolution
and the European Wars that followed drained Britain’s gold reserves. People were starting
to horde gold coins because of its rising bullion value. The British Parliament ended up
passing legislation making banknotes legal tender. In 1799 the minting of gold one guinea
coins ceased. The half guinea and one-third guinea, however continued to be produced.

The story didn’t end there. The Duke of Wellington’s Army in the Pyrenees, consisting of’
English, Spanish and Portuguese troops, insisted in being paid in gold. They didn’t want
banknotes. This “Iberian Peninsula War” lasted from 1807 to 1814.

So in 1813, 80,000 guinea coins were struck and shipped off quickly to the Iberian
Peninsula. The Royal Mint records 360,000 of these coins were produced. This issue has
been called the “Military Guinea”. It was an expensive exercise for the Royal Mint,
because gold was scarce, and guinea coins were trading at 27 shillings in paper money.
These were the last guinea coins issued.

Prai
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1813 “Military Guin;c’z"—’
Tony Read also showed a George Il farthing of 1799. These 23mm-diameter coins were
produced in copper at the Soho Mint in Birmingham: -

1799 copper farthing produced in the style of the cartwheel coinage, these heavy copper
pieces were a one year type coin and therefore scarce.

The Soho Mint was created by Matthew Bolton in 1788 at Handsworth. It contained 8
steam-driven coin minting machines to Bolton’s design. Each one could mint 70 or 80
coins a minute. The Mint was able to produce much-needed copper coins for domestic
trade.
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: ‘Bcr)'ultcr)n ’s Soho Mint building
It also produced silver coins for some of Britain’s colonies like Sierras Leone, the Bahamas

and Bermuda, in addition to trade tokens and medals. Tokens were produced for
Revolutionary France.

Earlier copper coinage, the half-penny, had been widely counterfeited. The Royal Mint
had not produced any copper coins since 1754 (except a few half-pennies and farthings
from 1770 to 1775).

Boulton’s new-design “Cartwheel” copper coinage included a 2d (2 oz., 38mm), a 1d (1oz,
36mm), a %4d (*20z, 30mm) and a farthing (%40z, 25mm). The weight in copper was close
to its bullion value so there was little incentive to counterfeit them. The first copper 2d
and 1d coins were produced under contract in 1797. Other coins came later. Over 45
million were struck in the next 2 years.

Their production ceased in 1802 as the intrinsic value of the copper metal rose.
Tony Read passed around a 2d “cartwheel” coin.
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The “cartwheel’ penny became important in early, coin-short New South Wales. “Near
four tons” of 1797-dated pennies arrived aboard the Porpoise, which docked in Port
Jackson in 1800.

New South Wales’ Governor King regarded the cartwheel penny as vital to “dealings of’
the ordinary customers of the business houses™ and in a bid to prevent supplies being
siphoned by visiting traders, he decreed that it should circulate at 2d — twice its face value!
King believed that by inflating coin values locally, he believed, visiting merchants would
be reluctant to accept them.

There was a big change in Britain in 1816 when the Royal Mint shifted from the Tower of
London to the new building on nearby Tower Hill. They had acquired a powerful new
steam-driven coining presses and could print their own pennies, twopences, and half-
pennies.

Compiled from notes on Tony Read’s talk to the October meeting and internet sources. Ed.
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CEDRIC HILL - AUSTRALIAN PIONEER
AVIATOR

Cedric Waters Hill was born on 3™ April 1891 at Maryvale Station just east of Warwick
in Queensland. Cedric was the fourth child of Edward Ormond Waters Hill, grazier,
and his wife Phillis.

He was a student at Brisbane Grammar School from 1906 to 1908. At school he was
described as “sluggish at his work, but good-natured and honourable”. He went to New
Zealand to learn sheep farming. Later he came back to Brisbane and took on an
apprenticeship in an engineering firm. He then completed a course in shearing
machinery maintenance and worked around the Queensland sheds. He also practiced
conjuring, after seeing Nate Leipzig perform. His other big interest was flying, and he
built two gliders before World War I broke out in 1914.

Cedric Hill sailed for England in early 1915. He was commissioned in the Royal Flying
Corps on 3" July 1915.

By the end of 1915 he was posted to No 14 Squadron in Egypt. He was remembered
for the precision bombing of the Bir el Hassana reservoir on 27" February 1916. He
was mentioned in despatches later in 1916.

On 3" May 1916 anti-aircraft fire forced his B.C.2 biplane down east of Romani. The
plane’s Lewis Gun was dismounted and used to hold off the Arabs for six hours, before
he surrendered and was handed over to the Turkish Army garrison.

; %“  Cedric Waters Hill
y -2“ -“ ' f. - -. |

Cedric Hill was sent to a prisoner-of-war camp in Yozgut in eastern Turkey after being
trekked to Beersheba. There he befriended Lieutenant Elias Henry Jones, a Welshman.
Jones was an Oxford-educated lawyer and the son of a lord. He had been captured after the
six month siege of Kut in Irag. Jones was force-marched the 2,600km to Yozgut over two
months. Escape from there was virtually impossible as 350km of desert and rock laid
between them and freedom.

To entertain their comrades, Hill and Jones communicated with the spirit world by Ouija-
board, conjured ghostly ‘'manifestations' and perfected a telepathy act.
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The Ouija board that Jones & Hill used to fool their captors
The two were absolutely forbidden to escape by not only the Turks, but their own senior
officers. However, they decided to play on the greed of the camp’s commandant so as to
get away. In early 1918 they conned him into thinking that their “other-worldly”
informant called The Spook could show him where buried treasure was concealed, but only
If he was consulted on the Ouija-board, on the Mediterranean coast. That’s where the two
had hoped to abscond to Cyprus.

Searching for treasure with the Turkish camp commander — photo by CW Hill from the Road
to En-Dor

Cedric Hill reportedly had extraordinary skill with his hands. He was the neatest

carpenter in the prison camp. He secretly manufactured a camera out of a Cadbury’s

cocoa box. He was also a master conjuror — the best amateur that anyone in the camp
had seen.

In order to justify their removal from the camp, they feigned insanity, Hill exhibiting
symptoms of ‘religious melancholia’ and Jones general “paralysis of the insane”.
Unfortunately a mishap foiled the plan, but the conspirators decided to persist with the ruse
of insanity to gain repatriation on medical grounds.

Having hoodwinked the local doctors, Hill and Jones were sent to Constantinople in May.
On the way, a fake, double-suicide attempt almost cost them their lives, but it helped to
lend authenticity to their deception. In hospitals and camps, in and around the capital, they
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underwent psychiatric examinations and overcame ploys to expose them. With his
‘forehead puckered, jaw dropped and mouth open’, Hill read constantly from the Bible, and
fasted until he became ill from malnutrition and dysentery.

After the difficulties of feigning insanity for several months there they were certified
insane in August 1918 and were released for repatriation at Smyrna. They were
approved for an exchange of prisoners with the British. T hey were only repatriated
just before the signing of the Armistice with Turkey in November 1918.

Cedric Hill sailed for England on 1% November 1918 and resumed his career in the Royal
Air Force. He was one of the few who continued his career with the R.A.F., after World
War I. He was granted a short service commission as a flying officer on 6" December
1920. He married his Queensland girlfriend, Jane Lisle Mort on 16" March 1921 at Port
Said, Egypt, with Church of England rites (while he was serving in Egypt).

The story or their imprisonment and eventual freedom was recounted by Jones in his
autobiographical account, The Road to En-Dor (1919, but quite readable on Project
Guttenberg) and C.W. Hill’s The Spook and the Commandant.

3 P Vs
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Hill was promoted to flight lieutenant in January 1923. He gained a permanent
commission in July 1923.

In 1930 Hill took leave from the R.A.F. in order to fly solo from England to Australia.
It was a race in an attempt to beat Bert Hinkler’s record.

The De Havilland DH-60 Tiger Moth, used by Hill was a 1925, 2-seater touring and training bi-plane.
1t was of wooden construction with fabric-covered surfaces. It had a top speed of about 102kph. In
1930 it cost £650. It was a hugely popular plane and in 1929 it was estimated that out of 100 planes
flying in the UK 85 were Moths. 8,811 DH-82 (the next model) were built between 1931 and 1945. Six
are still flying in Australia. They had the advantage for pioneer aviators that parts were easily
obtainable around the world, and still are. They were not widely used to carry air mails, but the
embryonic Qantas in Longreach for 6 for their unsuccessful flying school.

The race also involved contestants Charles Kingsford Smith, E.M. Pinkthorne and CJ.
Cabot.
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Hill left Lympne in Kent on 5th October 1930 in a DH-60G Tiger Moth (G-ABN).
Kingsford Smith left Croydon in London on 9" October 1930 in his Southern Cross Junior
(G-ABCF). Pinkthorne and Chabot had also left Croydon in London in a DH-8- Puss
Moth, on 5 October 1930, but they only got to Karachi where their flight was abandoned.
All was going well for both Hill and for Kingsford-Smith. The Perth Daily News of 18
October 1930 reported both fliers were due in Darwin that day. But it didn’t end up
happening. The paper reported that Hill had actually arrived in Atamboea in Dutch Timor
‘yesterday afternoon’ and his intention was to fly at night the 650km to Darwin at night,
hoping to arrive at 1am in the morning. Laden with a full load of fuel, the Hill’s Tiger
Moth crashed on take- off. The plane was damaged and Hill only had minor injuries. As a
parting gift, Kingsford- Smith gave him a collapsible boat for any for any future crossing of
the Timor Sea.

Kingsford-Smith did reach Darwin on 19" October 1930. He carried a number of unofficial
air-mail covers. The Australian Air Mail Catalogue lists these at around $1,000.

Mational Library of Australia nla pic-vn3723619-v

ingsrd miz‘h 's Southern Cross Junior Avro 616 IV-A G-ABCF

Hill’s flight from London also carried covers. These were postmarked at Lympne on 5™
October 1930 and apparently made it Darwin. The Australian Air Mail Catalogue lists
these at #168 but gives no details.

Hill’s damaged Tiger Moth was freighted by sea to Sourabaya on the eastern side of Java
for repairs and parts. The KNLM airport at Sourabaya, the nearest aircraft repair and
overhaul centre. After repairing the plane Hill was finally able to take off from Sourabaja
airport on 9" December 1930. He landed at Boma on the island of Sumbawa later in the
day.
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Sunday Times (Perth, WA : 1902 - 1954), Sunday 19 October 1930, page 1

Pilot Hill Crashes on Island of Timor
Plucky Airman Unhurt
Flight-Lieutenant Hill's Plane Overturned Between
Kupang and Atapupu (Timor) and was - Damaged.

mutmmmmnmw
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An Eastern Extension cablegram envelope, possibly emanating from England, on-posted
from Singapore on 24 October 1930 and posted to Flight Lieutenant Hill in Sourabaja,

and then on-posted to Koepang in Timor. The Koepang arrival postmark on the back is
dated 5 November 1930.
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Air-mail letter from the De Havilland Moth agents on Bandoeng in East Java to
Cedric Hill stranded in Sourabaja — no doubt with a quote for Tiger Moth spare
parts. It is postmarked Bandoeng on 3™ November 1930. It was carried on the
internal KNLM air mail service.
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Surface mail cover from Sourabaja to Flight Lieutenant C.W. Hill at Auchenflower in Brisbane and
forwarded on to his family home in Warwick. The two postmarks show “SOURABAJA/30.12.30.12-1
N/SENT BY RADIO”. The arrival postmark on the back shows: - “TOOWOOMBA / 11.30.A 21JA31".
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Wrapper containing press-cuttings of the C.W. Hill flight t Australia sent from

Woolgar and Roberts in London on 20 October 1930 to Mrs J.L. Hill in
Hertfordshire.

27



Letter addressed to Mrs J.S. Hill, who worked at the Bank of New South Wales London
Office in Threadneedle Street. It is postmarked London on 10th October 1930 and was

likely to have contained photos of Cedric Hill’s departure for Australia on 6™ October
1930.

i;;.ﬁ-' "? ,\,‘ f(
""; “'f‘ J v« ,'. ':
.:1\‘" L/J} » ,}
NE g F»ug;qgﬁ( E‘f"‘“""{ﬁ - :1:("4
YL
/ "'7 f/

2 v 1 o i NP
[T . .

>, Z £A

,% e | 5 NP (%/{/8—/’@

oléﬁ.?q

Cover posted by Mrs J.S. Hill from Watford in Hertfordshire on 21 October 1930 to
her husband care of H.M .Consul in Singapore and on-forwarded on 14 November
1930 him care of the Mercantile Bank of India in Sourabaja where it was received
on 20 November 1930.
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Hill finally landed in Darwin on 10" December 1930. It did, however, cause a problem
with his proposal of landing at night: -

A LETTER FROM C W HILL AVIATOR
P N—
By cowrtesy of His Worship the Mayor
(Mr Brogan) we have beem handed the
following letter for publicationu -

Mercantile Bank
Sourabaya
4th Novomh.or 1880

To the Mayor Part ‘Da:'win
Sir.—I have been reading newspaper
cuttingis which: were sent here from Aus
tralia and I am very upset to find that I
caused such a ot of trouble at Port Darwin
by my proposal to fly aaross by nfght,

I did in fact intem] to do tihs in ordew
to cut another half day off the total time
but unfortunately I wos catvght in the dark
the day I arrived at Timcr and was com
pelled to spend the night ory the sea shore
thus being unable to refuel mntil the
following morning .

I however never intended to Iand at Port
Danwin in the dark. To have done 'so with
ot ndvance anrangements would have been
thoroughly unsound and I cannot under
stand how sich a teport could have been
circalated..|

I em afraid that I was unaware that any
particular irterest was being taken in my
flight..,

Will you please convey my thanks to all
concerned and say how very much I regret
the inconvenience caused by conflicting re
ports

Your obedient servant
C W HILL

There was engine trouble with his Tiger Moth plane. He landed in Pine Creek in the
Northern Territory on 14™ December. Pine Creek is just south of Darwin. There he
notified De Havilland in Sydney of the parts he needed to continue his journey. They were
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expected to arrive by air on 22 December 1930. A damaged propeller from the Tiger Moth
is on display at his former Brisbane Grammar School.

FLIGHT ENDS.
Flight-Lieut. Hill
LANDS A—'—IT MASCOT.
Ho omcuz WELCOME. |

Fight-Lisstenant C. W. Hill, fiying & biae
and mflver Moth, msde = perfeet landing st
Aascot shartly before noon on Chiistmas Day.
He laft Brishane at ¢ am, and had & plessant
Gight o Sydney.

QOwing to uneertainty about Fight-Liseuten-
ant Hiil's departure from Brisbane, which ap-
parently was not mads known until the Isst
minute, though his intention was published n
the miorning Prass, there weres handly s dosen
peopis o greet him when ba landed, The
Nrat persons to welcome him were his wife,
who had travaelled from Engiand on the Orford.
and his father-in-law (Mr. A E. Mort).

The formalities which marked the arrival

of other fiyers frosn the mother gountry wese
absenit on this occasion, and the only official
anrickson

courtesy nouclelr.l-{.l! -~ s
r the She ., Lid, and the
e Hant Lid., which is tak-

Hand t Co.,
ing care of Hil's ‘plane, 1t s marked
2;;—.\8:8 and ealled "'Jane,” after the flyer's
=

Shortly after sreival ht-Lisutanant HilE
it by motor oar with wilfe and Mr.
Mort, for the aticrs home st Leura, where
he will rest for & few days,

Flight-Lizutanant Hill left England on Octo-
ber 5 and made uugmny faat time, boat-
ing Hinkler's record Timor, Closs behind
himm wes Alr Comunodore Kinguford Smith,

Timor for Dwmrwin. When Klng
came slong Hill sportingly gave
lapsibie boat in cmse of emnergencies. Repalrs
wera effected, and Hill reached Darwin on
December 10,

Flight-Lisutenant NIl is a tail, sun-burnt
man, with a E):mnuy deeq voice, Yestor-
day he asid t the most dangerous pari of
the route o Ausirsalia Was from Sipgw
onwards, when gres! waier slclchss b w
be coversd. He intends to return for a ahort
stay among reiatives in Curensiand snd may
possibiy 1y to Melbourne ands on @ FPerth to
join w Hner for England. His leave from
the Royal Alr Force expirsa on Mareh 11
next year.
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ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 26™ NOVEMBER 2024

Cedric Hill finally arrived at Mascot landing ground in Sydney on 26" December 1930.
Because the time of his take-off from Auchenflower in Brisbane was uncertain, he was
the first England to Australia solo aviator to not be met by a large crowd. He was
instead met by his wife, Jane, who had travelled out from England by ship. He told the
Sydney Morning Herald (S.M.H. 27 December 1931, (see above) that he intended he
intended to return to the R.A.F. in England after a short stay with relatives in Warwick
in Queensland. He was toying with the idea of flying to Melbourne and on to Perth to
join a liner for England.

Hill returned from leave and served with No. 1 Squadron in Britain and in the Sudan
from October 1934 to January 1936, and again from 1936 to April 1937. The same
month he was promoted to Wing Commander and appointed to command R.A.F.
Tangmere in Sussex. He was made an acting group captain from 1% June 1940, during
World War 1l. He performed staff and training duties in Britain and had operational
commands in the Middle East before being placed on the Retired List on 5 January
1944, For the next two years he was a ferry pilot with the Air Transport Auxiliary.

Hill was an outstanding rifle and pistol shot. Squadron Leader Hill, won the St. George
Challenge Vase, and the Dragon Cup, and the Gold Cross, at Bisley, after a tie shoot-off
at 900 yards. (Ellesmere Guardian, 28 July 1931).
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Cover to Wing Commander Hill at RAF Tangmere, presumably from a friend, posted from the
Hotel Lenzerhorn, Lenzerheide, Switzerland, posted on 1 April 1938. Hill was an
accomplished skier.

He was keen skier and photographer, and a member (1933) of the Inner Magic Circle. In
retirement in England he took up gliding. Survived by his wife and daughter, he died on
5 March 1975 in his home at Windsor, Berkshire. His account of his feat of
'malingering’, The Spook and the Commandant (London), was published later that year.
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Registered cover posted from the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (later known as
B.P) in Tehran on 27 May 1943 to Group Captain Hill. It took until 18" June
1943 to be delivered ‘across town’.

One of Hill’s last R.A.F. appointments was as commanding officer of the
newly-established R.A.F. Station Tebran hastily set up in Iran during the period
trom when the U.K,, the U.S.A. and Russia ‘invaded’ to prevent the country
joining the Axis powers. It involved removal of the pro-Axis Shah. R_A.F. Station
Tehran provided security for, and was a landing ground when Churchill, Roosevelt
and Stalin flew in & met for the famous Tehran Conference in November &
December 1943. That Conference decided to launch a second front against
Germany (i.e. Normandy).
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Hill & his daughter, Pamela, were also stamp collectors, evidenced by this 1952 FDC
and another similar one addressed to him at 15 The Willows, Maidenhead Road,
Windsor.

e NOTE: This article was re-written from a shorter article in the November 2019 Newsletter. It
has been compiled from many internet sources. It is also based on a number of covers found in a
box from the Estate
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