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Our Orange Coin & Stamp Expo 2021 was held on 
10th & 11th April 2021 
 

Our Orange Coin & Stamp Expo was held under Covid restrictions at the 
Orange High School Hall on Saturday 10th & 11th April 2021. 
 

It was quite a success. Visitor numbers were greater than anyone had 
anticipated.  The school car park was full all Saturday morning.  The 
Expo Sundays, which are normally quiet were quite busy.   Visitors came 
from Canberra, Newcastle and from around our region, especially from 
Dubbo, Cowra, Mudgee & Bathurst. 
 

Most of the 7 dealers seemed happy.  Their returning vehicles were fully 
loaded with purchases. 
 

We had only got the final ñgo-aheadò to use the Orange High School Hall 
on the Tuesday before.  Our use came with 6 pages of conditions. 
 

We had to sanitise the Hall on leaving, maintain a QR Code and keep a 
record of everyone who attended and their contact details.  No food 
could be handled.  There were restrictions on our planned kidôs table 
and it needed to be cancelled.  
 

Col Davidson and Rob Willis shared the Andy Auld Perpetual Shield for 
the ómost popular displayô ï as voted by the public.   
Eileen Davidson was the inaugural winner of the Bob Roberts Shield for 
her numismatic display of Victorian-era toy money.   The Col and Eileen 
Davidson are shown below:-  
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Chris Buesnell of Pacific Rim Coins with customers on the Expo Sunday 11th 

April  
 

 
 

The Wynyard Coins tables were busy on the Expo Saturday 10th April 2021 
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MEMBERS DISPLAYS AT ORANGE EXPO 2021 
At Expo the public vote for what they though was the best display. The 
exhibitor of the most popular display is awarded the Andy Auld Perpetual 
Shield. 
This year the most popular display was shared by Col Davidson with his 
Chinese coin display ñJò, the Unusual China and Rob Willis with his display 
of Crown coins of the World.  They were awarded the Andy Auld Shield on 
a shared basis. 
This year was the first time the Club has awarded the Bob Roberts Shield 
for numismatics.   It was judged by the team from Wynyard Coins 
(discounting their own displays).  The winner was Eileen Davidson for her 
small coin case of very small Victorian-era toy coins.   
 
Display ñAò    Rob Willis  U.S. Space Program covers 
Display ñBò Tony Read  Western Australia Postal Markings 

(12-page stamp frame) 
Display ñCò  Derek Dolstra The Coronation of King George VI (2 x 

12-page frames) 
Display ñDò Graham Doherty Winston Churchill (2 x 12 page 

frames) 
Display ñEò  Derek Dolstra Tattersallôs Lottery covers from 

Queensland  (1 x 12 page frame) 
Display ñFò  Ray Norman Year of the Ox & Memorable Moments 

stamps (in coin case) 
Display ñGò Tony Read  China ï the Ching Dynasty ï the 

Colonial Empires coins 
Display ñHò  Tony Read   
Display ñIò Tony Read  Joseph Moore, medal designer for the 

Birmingham Mint, 1817-1892 (coin case) 
Display ñJò  Col Davidson the Unusual China (Chinese coins in 

frame) 
Display ñKò  Rob Willis  Crowns of the World (52 different 

Crown coins in coin frame) 
Display ñLò  Josh from Wynyard Coins El Cazadon two x 2 Real 

gold coins of 1784 
Display ñMò  Wynyard Coins Holey Dollar & Dump coins (genuine!) 
Display ñNò Eileen Davidson Chinese Currency (coin case) 
Display ñOò  Eileen Davidson  Toy Money (Victorian-era toy coins in 

case 
Display ñPò  Col Davidson  The Coin that Jesus Held (Gospel-

era coins that Jesus may have held in coin case including an Augustus 
denarius, a Herodic coin, a coin of Pontius Pilate, an Egyptian 
tetradrachm and a coin of Tiberius) 
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OUR EXPO 2021 RAFFLE  
 

Our Expo raffle was for a hamper of 

groceries.   

It was won by ticket blue E75 held by a 

visitor from Forbes.  He was going to collect 

it from Howard when he next visits Orange. 

 

THANKS TO THOSE WHO 

ASSISTED ON THE FRONT 

DESK AT EXPO 2021  
 

Our A big thanks goes out to all those 

members who assisted on the front desk at 

Expo, including Graham Doherty, Jane 

Elliot, Genise Flynn, Rob Willis, Richard 

Gammie, Eileen and Col Davidson, Gerry 

Jeffermans and others. 

Thanks to Geoff Henry who acted as Covid 

Marshall.  

We ended up being able to provide 

tea/coffee for volunteers, dealers (help 

themselves) and visitors-from-a-distance.  

We were not able to provide food because of 

Covid.  

 

OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING 

IS THIS  TUESDAY  27 th  

APRIL 2021  
 

 
The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St 

 

The Clubôs next monthly meeting is on 

next Tuesday night, the 27th April 2021at 

the Orange Cultural Centre 

 

The next monthly meeting after that is 

on Tuesday 25th May 2021 

 

The monthly coin & stamp mini-fair is in 

the Orange Cultural Centre is on Saturday 

1st May 2021 from 9 to about 1. 
 

Itôs in Sale St, Orange.  Itôs the building 

that used to be a school. Itôs on the right 

hand side as you enter the Woolworths Car 

Park.  The building is sort of opposite 

Harris Farm Market, but entrance is from 

the mini-park on the Sale St frontage. 
 

 

OUR CLUBõS POSTAL 

ADDRESS HAS CHANGED 

TO PO BOX 9113, 

ORANGE 2800  

 
 

The Club has taken a smaller PO Box at 

East Orange LPO in lieu of Box 324.   PO 

Boxes at East Orange have 8000 or 9000 

numbers. 
 

Our new postal address is: -  

ORANGE COIN & STAMP 

CLUB 

PO BOX 9113 

ORANGE NSW 2800 
 
 

Orange EXPO 2021  

please  continue to 

support them: -   
Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 
2000    Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax 
(02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

 A. Byrne Coins  (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) ï PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)                 
Buying and Selling 
 

Orange Stamps & Coins  
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
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             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling - Stamps, Coins, 
Banknotes, Accessories, etc. 
 

Pittwater Philatelic Service  ï 

(John  Pearson) Newport Beach.  
 Phone (02)9979 1561 
 Email: 
pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au 
 

Phil & Win Morehouse , 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 
4087, Email ς 

wmoreh ouse@netspace.net.au . 
World-wide stamps bought and sold 

AAA Stamps  (Steve Burton) of 

Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 
 

Pacific Rim Coins  
(Chris Buesnell)      
Level 3 / 1 Central Avenue, Lane Cove. 
Phone 02 9418 6593 
www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com 
 

DATES FOR 2021  
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Tuesday 27th April 2021 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular 

monthly fair  at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Saturday 1st May 2021, 9-1 

 

Campbelltown Stamp Club meeting, 12 

May 2021, new venue, Senior Citizens 

Centre, 91 Queen St, Campbelltown.  Ian 

Dolstra with more female aviators ï Ladies 

with Altitude. 
 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair , 15-16 May 

2021, Sturt Primary School, White 

Avenue, Karingal, Wagga. 7 dealers. 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Tuesday 25th May 2021 

 

Petersham Stamp and Coin Fair, Sunday 

30th May 2021.  Petersham Town Hall, 

Crustal St, Petersham 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular 

monthly fair  at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Saturday 5th June 2021, 9-1 

 

PHILAS Open Day, Saturday 19th June 

2021 at PHILAS House, Darlinghurst 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular 

monthly fair  at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Saturday 3rd July 2021, 9-1 
 

PHILAS Auction, 10 July 2021 at 

PHILAS House, Darlinghurst. This time 

room bidders will be allowed 
 

Bendigo Stamp Fair 7th August 2021, St 

Andrews Uniting Church Hall, Myers St, 

Bendigo 
 

Toowoomba National One-Frame 

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021 
 

Philas Open Day, PHILAS House, 21 

October 2021 

 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 27-28 

November  2021, Sturt Primary School, 

White Avenue, Karingal, Wagga  

 

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition  

Date changed Friday 21 

October to Sunday 23 October 

2021 Newcastle Showground 

Exhibition Centre, Broadmeadow 

 

OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK  
 

Colin Richardson advises that circuit book 

#91 is complete and #92 is doing its rounds.  

The first coin circuit book has also been 

concluded.  Coin Book #2 is also doing its 

rounds. 
 

Items are needed for the next stamp (and 

coin) circuit books. 
 

Colin can be contacted direct at 

Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com 

Ph: 63690634 

 

mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
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ITEMS FOR THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND 

CORRESPONDENCE TO 

THE CLUB  

Items for this newsletter could be posted to 

the Secretary at the Clubôs postal address: -

PO Box 9113 ORANGE 2800 

Better still you could e-mailed to: - 

ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone (020 63 614 87

 
 

 

 

 
 

3 Barrack S t Sydney 2000  
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 
Whether you want advice or canôt find what youôre looking for, contact us. We have a wide array of collectables in our 

store and our friendly team will be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 2047, or send an email 
to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au  or shop on-line.  

 
Regular Opening Hours: 

Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm 

Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 13 with ñSimpyò 
 

The following items were sourced from Stamp News magazine. 
 
July 2007: The cover featured a Harry Potter Magical Souvenir sheet from Australia Post. 
 

Tony Presgrave penned Cinderella Corner and the article included derails of a 1949 sheetlet of 24 blue 
and white stamps raising funds for the Melanesian Mission. 
 
Glen Stephens Market Matters featured Ken Baker who had been a dealer for 85 years. Ken had his first 
stamp shop in 1928 in Melbourne.  
 

September 2007: The spectacular cover showed a full colour sheet of USA ñSuper Heroesò stamps. 
 

The Late Rod Perryôs Woodchip Free Zone article concentrated on single use of Australian booklet stamps 
on commercial covers. As an example, a 2c Australian Crafts Necklace stamp (solo use - cover underpaid) 
was valued at $100.    
 
Cinderella Corner by Tony Presgrave was devoted to Trading Stamps relating to South Australia and used 
by various businesses. The definition of a Trading Stamp was given as ñsmall pieces of glue-backed 
coloured paper, given in proportion to purchases made and redeemable for merchandiseò. Often a small 
book was provided in which the stamps were glued. 
 
Christer Brunstrom penned a two-page article on Denmarkôs Ferry Parcel Stamps.  
 
November 2007: Australiaôs first decimal series was the subject of Woodchip Free Zone. A commercially 
used cover displayed in the article included a block of ten $2 navigator stamps and was valued at $300.  
 
Revenue Review with Dave Elsmore included the image of a rare THREE POUNDS CHILD 
ENDOWMENT ORDER (similar looking to a postal note or travellerôs cheque) from 1943.   
 
April 2017: So nearly a ten-year gap since my last entry above but Woodchip Free Zone by the Late Rod 
Perry is still appearing. This month it is Australian covers covering the Reptiles & Amphibians stamps 
issued between 1982 and 1988. Whilst these stamps are all common fine used, they are scarcer on cover 
especially as single use items. This column was my favourite in Stamp News and I eventually became a 
customer of Rod Perry.   
 
Margo Campbell was compiling ñStamps in the News ï Globallyò and reported on contemporary issues 
and news e.g. The PO with no Stamps and Lance Armstrong v the US Post office.   
 
Postal Stationery by Ian McMahon dealt with lette5rcards, postcards etc.  
 
Vito Milana was now compiling Cinderella Corner and largely dealt with Red Cross issues in this issue. 
 
Daryl Fuller penned an ongoing article ñIntroducing the Australian Philatelic Federationò of six pages 
covering several items including Stamp Replica Cards. 
 
Market Matters by Glen Stephens had expanded to ten pages.  
 
The following items were sourced from Australian Stamps Professional magazine: 
 
2009 No. 20: The feature article was titled How USA Helium Policy Killed Hindenburg and Crushed 
Germanyôs Airships (7 pages). 
 
Other articles included Victoriaôs Registered and Too Late stamps by Les Molnar (5 pages), 1939 ï 
Blitzkrieg in Poland (8 pages), German New Guinea Part 6 (5 pages), Varieties of the Papua Series ï 
hidden gems! By Michael Parr (5 pages), Part 20 of a series on the life and times of Sir Charles Kingsford 
Smith by John Leah (7 pages) and Wars, intrigue and progress in Rhodesia by Ashley Cotter-Cairns (5 
pages).    

From Peter Simpendorfer of the Wagga Club, with thanks. 
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*************************************************************************************

 
 

Our 2021 Orange Coin & Stamp Expo on the Sunday afternoon of 11 April ï normally a quiet 

time.   John Pearson is at the front right.   Geoff Henry, with the yellow vest, was Covid 

Marshall.  Tony Byrneôs Coin tables are in the middle background.   
 

 
 

Paul Storm & John Pearson (& son) at the Pittwater Philatelics tables on the Orange Expo 

Sunday, the 11th April  
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THE QUEENôS MAN IN MELBOURNE BUYS GROCERIES IN 
1902: THE VICTORIAN GOVERNORôS FRANK STAMP 
 

 

 
 
The cover, above, was posted from the Victorian Governorôs official residence in 
Malvern to the upmarket Melbourne grocers, Fletcher Chester & Co on 25th June 1902. 
It shows the Governor of Victoriaôs frank stamp in blue ink [no stamps required].   
Frank Stamps were introduced in Victoria in 1864 for use in official mail sent from 
various governmental offices and agencies.   Thirty-three government departments 
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(and the Governor) were authorized to use them. Frank stamping involved a number 
of different hand stamps and printing colours over the course of time. 
The Victorian Frank Stamps were withdrawn in 1902 and were replaced by regular 
issue stamps perforated óOSô.  
 
The Frank Stamp shown on the cover, on the previous page, and the image below, is 
the Die 5 (29mm-diameter) version. It was 29mm in diameter and was used from 
1882 to 1902 with both violet and purple inks. 
 

 
 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE MOVES TO THE SUBURBS 
The Frank Stamp on the cover has been cancelled by the ñ1504ò barred numeral 
obliterator of suburban Malvern.  No surprises there. Thatôs because in 1900 the 
Governor had to find new ñdigsò when the Australian Governor-General arrived to take 
up his new post.  Melbourne was Australiaôs capital from 1 January 1901 until 
everything moved to Canberra in 1927. Malvern was the closest post office to the new 
Governorôs abode.   The wonderful building in Melbourneôs Domain could no longer be 
used by a mere State governor (that is until 1934). 
 

 
Government House in Melbourneôs Domain in 1889.   It was modelled on óOsbourne 
Houseô, Queen Victoriaôs home on the Isle of Wight.   
 

The Victorian Governor had traditionally lived at the Government House in the Domain 
since it was built in 1876.  But when Lord Brassey, the Governor from October 1895 to 
March 1900, left for England, it became vacant. So the Victorian Government were 
persuaded to install Australiaôs first Governor-General, Lord Hopetoun, there when he 
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arrived in December 1900. Hopetoun had previously been a Governor of Victoria from 
1889 to 1895 and was used to it. 

The Victorian Government were forced to lease a property called Stonnington at 
Malvern, east of the City, £2,000 a year for the incoming State Governor Sir George 
Sydenham Clarke. The Government eventually bought the property and contents in 
1928 for £35,000. 

 

Stonnington in 1902 

Stonnington had been built in 1890 for John Wagner, who made much of his wealth in 
gold mining and as a partner in the company, Cobb & Co coaches.  

Seven Victorian Governors ended up residing at Stonnington. They were: 
1901 to 1903: Sir George Sydenham Clarke KCMG FRS 
1904 to 1908: The Honourable Sir Reginald Arthur James Talbot KCB 
1908 to 1911: Sir Thomas David Gibson Carmichael Bt KCMG 
1911 to 1913: Sir John Michael Fleetwood Fuller Bt KCMG 
1914 to 1920: The Honourable Sir Arthur Lyulph Stanley KCMG 
1921 to 1926: Colonel The Right Honourable George Edward John Mowbray 
Rous, Earl of Stradbroke KCMG CB CVO CBE ADC 
1926 to 1931: Lieutenant Colonel The Right Honourable Arthur Herbert 
Tennyson, also styled the Lord Somers KCMG DSO MC 

In 1931, the Commonwealth lease of Government House in the Domain, had ended 
when the Governor-General's residence moved to Canberra, and the Governorôs post 
was vacant due to the impact of the Great Depression. The Governorôs official duties 
were undertaken by the Chief Justice, Sir William Irvine, who was Lieutenant-Governor. 

Questions once again arose about the future of Government House, and among the 
proposals put forward were to turn it into a civic centre, a hospital or an art gallery and 
museum. The State Government decided to temporarily provide Stonnington to the 
Melbourne Girlsô High School, which was in disrepair, dangerous and in need of a new 
site.   On 3 February 1931, the House opened as the Melbourne Girlsô High School with 
756 students. 

By 1934 the Victorian Governors were back at Government House in the Domain. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/clarke-sir-george-sydenham-5669
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/talbot-sir-reginald-arthur-james-8743
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/carmichael-sir-thomas-david-gibson-5508
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/fuller-sir-john-michael-fleetwood-6257
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/stanley-sir-arthur-lyulph-8622
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/stradbroke-third-earl-of-8693
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/stradbroke-third-earl-of-8693
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/somers-arthur-herbert-tennyson-8578
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/somers-arthur-herbert-tennyson-8578


 - Page  - 14  ORANGE COIN  & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR  27 APRIL  2021  

 

By 2006 Deakin University had ended up become the owner of Stonnington. They 
put the mansion and campus up for sale. This was met with protest from local 
residents, who believed the property should be retained by a government body so it 
could remain a public space. In December 2006, the three-hectare property was sold 
for $33 million to a joint venture between Hamton Property Group and Industry 
Superannuation Property Trust.  In 2008 most of the grounds were subdivided.  

February 2018, Rod Menzies sold the mansion for $52 million to a Chinese buyer, 
eclipsing the state's previous $40 million record for a Toorak home, making it the 
most expensive house in the state.  

THE GOVERNOR, SIR GEORGE SYDENHAM CLARKE 

Sir George Sydenham Clarke, Governor of Victoria from 28 September 1901 to 24 
November 1903 was the first official occupant of Stonnington.  It was his household who 
sent the Frank Stamped letter. 
 
Sir George was born on 4 July 1848.  An Army man, he served in Egypt in 1882, 
examining the Alexandria fortifications after the British bombardment.  In 1885 he 
served in the Sudan and was afterwards promoted major. Thereafter his promotion was 
slower and, although he undertook many technical missions abroad, his novel views 
and his use of the press did not appeal to his more traditional superiors. His 
appointments as secretary to the Colonial Defence Committee (1885-92) and the royal 
commission on army and navy administration (1888-90) provided scope for his interests 
in Imperial federation and defence and army reform. He was made a colonel in 1898. 
In 1901 Neville Chamberlain offered him the governorship of Victoria, following the post-
Federation decision to appoint career men rather than peers to State governorships. 
Clarke accepted, viewing the appointment as a step towards a more important civil post; 
he arrived in Melbourne on 10 December. In Victoria he and his wife were generally 
popular and respected. However he found the position, with its constitutional restraints, 
frustrating.  
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He ended up having a number of disputes with the Governor-General about what a 
State Governorôs role now entailed. The Colonial Office had to arbitrate on several 
Federal-State controversies. He was criticized twice for commenting on delicate political 
issues but committed no serious constitutional indiscretions. His grant of a dissolution of 
parliament to (Sir) William Irvine after (Sir) Alexander Peacock's ministry had resigned in 
August 1902, though was uncontroversial. 
 

 
Sir George Sydenham Clarke 

 

In November 1903 he was recalled to England to serve on the committee for the 
reconstitution of the War Office and in 1904 he became secretary of the Committee of 
Imperial Defence. 
 

Clarke was appointed governor of Bombay in 1907 where he proved to be very 
unpopular.  His suppress to repress sedition and agitation by western-educated Indians, 
causing concern in London. He retired in 1913, when he was elevated to the peerage 
as Baron Sydenham of Combe, of Dulverton in the County of Devon. 
Clarke wrote a number of anti-semitic, racist and pro-fascist pieces, including a 
pamphlet of anti-semitic canards called "The World Jewish Problem." He kept up an 
active correspondence with Adrian Arcand, the self-described "Canadian Führer"; 

https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/irvine-william-hill-6801
https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/peacock-alexander-james-7994
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dulverton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antisemitic_canards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adrian_Arcand
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Clarke quietly sent Arcand funds for translating the tract into French. Clarke's writings 
were published by the Britons, an anti-semitic British Fascist organisation founded in 
1919 by Henry Hamilton Beamish.  
 

Clarke, a.k.a.Baron Combe, died on 7th February 1933 in London. 
 
FLETCHER, CHESTER & CO, GROCERS 
Your editor couldnôt find when addressee of the cover, Fletcher, Chester & Co 
(ñEstablished 1842ò) went out of business, but they were apparently quite popular 
amongst Melbourneôs elite. They were at 69-71 Elizabeth St. They were still going in 
1932.  They produced a popular cookery book. 

 
 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Britons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Fascists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Hamilton_Beamish
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What Date is on that coin, Daddy?  
Dates and dating eras on coins throughout the ages, 

Col Davidson 
Recently I was trying to date an old Syrian coin and began thinking of the many dating 

systems on coins over the years and the different methods that many countries used. Below 

are some examples of this with coins from my collection. 

The bronze tetrachalkon coins of Syrian Antioch are a good example. Their diameter is 

usually from about 20mm to 28mm and their obverse shows the head of Zeus with the 

reverse having the statue of Zeus enthroned. As we all know, Greece did not have numerals 

at that early time and used normal alpha characters instead. Alpha, Beta, Gamma was 1, 2, 

3 ï Iota, Kappa, Lambda was 10, 20, 30 and so on. 

The first coin I show is from the Seleucian era, year 1 of which dates from the Battle of 

Babylon in 312/11 BC. At the bottom of the coin, in the exergue, we see the date  ũȿɆ or 

233 Sel. Which is 80/79 BC. 

 

 

 

 

 

The second coin was minted some 32 years later and has a 

date of only ȽŪ or 19 Pom. This is the last coin dated to the Pompeian era which counted 

the years from the region's conquest by the Roman general 

Pompey in 63 BCE. Even though the numerical date is less 

it equates to 48/47 BC. 

 

 

 

Of course, we had to have another battle ï This time at 

Pharsalus between Pompey and Caesar. Caesar won the 

battle so the dating was changed to Caesarean which 

began in 48 BC and this coin is dated ũ or 3 which 

equates to about 47/46 BC. So the earlier coin is dated 

ñ19ò and three years later coins are dated ñ3ò. 

 

 

 

 

And then, guess what. There was another battle when the Parthians invaded and took 

control of Antioch in 40 BC. They, of course, used the 

Seleucid dating system and so this coin (a one year only 

coin) is dated ȸɃɆ or 272 Sel. which equates to 41/40 BC. 
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The Romans couldnôt let it rest at that so, in 39 BC, Mark Antonyôs forces defeated the 

Parthians, took back Antioch, and set the calendar 

back to the Caesarean system. This coin is dated ŪȽ or 

19 which equates to 31/30 BC (if your memory is 

good, you might remember that the second coin 

mentioned in this article was also dated 19 but it was a 

Pompeian date and this is Caesarean). 

 

 

 

 

 

These people loved their wars. In 31 BC Octavian 

defeated Mark Antony at the battle of Actium. He 

was so pleased with this battle that he changed the 

calendar once again. The last coin illustrated in this 

series has a different reverse to the others and is 

dated Ⱥȿ or 35 in the Actian calendar, which equates 

to 4/5 AD. 

So we see, that in Antioch alone, we find six changes 

of eras in the short space of time of thirty-two years. 

 

 

You might think that is unusual and ask why didnôt they pick a nice simple system like ours 

which is based on the time since the Birth of Christ (BC/AD). Simple, yes - BUT, the experts 

advise that Christ was probably born in 5 or 6 BC so our system is not that perfect.  

There are many eras of dating that have been or are being used throughout the world. 

Below I will mention just a very few of them. 

 

 

 

In 1792 France abolished the monarchy by the simple 

expedient of cutting off the head of the king. They then 

instituted a new calendar with 1792 being year one of the 

Republic. The coin shown here is a 5 centime piece dated 

year 8 which equates to our year 1800.  

 

 

 

In 1922 Mussolini was elected to the position of Prime 

Minister of Italy and the reign of Fascism had begun. An 

extra date, in Roman numerals, was shown on the coins 

and ñera Fascistaò had begun. This coin is an Italian 10 

centesimi of 1940 with the second date of XVIII, being 

the 18th year of the Fascist calendar.  
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The ancient Chinese didnôt place a date on their coins 

but they did show the name of a reign or descriptive 

title which can be dated from historic records. The 

characters on this coin translate to ñCoinage of 

greater reverenceò which puts it in the reign of 

Emperor Hui Tsung and dates it to 1102 to 1107 AD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The coins of Israel follow the Jewish calendar which starts with the calculated 

Biblical creation of the earth date of 3760 BC. The Israeli coin shown here is a one Lira coin 

which is dated, in Jewish characters, 5727 (5727 

years since creation). This equates to our date of 

1967.  

 

 

 

Here is a coin of Morocco. It is a 10 Mazuna (where 

do they find these names?) made of bronze and 

plainly showing the date 1340. However, in this 

example, it is not a Western dating but an ñAnno Hegiraeò date, year 1 of which was 622 

AD when Mohammad emigrated from Mecca to 

Medina. The year shown equates to 1921 (or 

1922).  

 

 

 

This coin, at first, is a puzzle. It has THREE 

dates showing. One of these is shown on the 

obverse and is the date AH1335 in Arabic 

letters. On the reverse, we have the western date 

1920 and the AH date of 1338, again in Arabic letters. The puzzle is solved when you realise 
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that AH1338 equates to AD1920 and the AH1335 equates to 1917 which is the accession 

date of the reigning Sultan, Fuad I.  

 

There are many more instances of coins being dated according to important religious dates, 

specific political dates, the dates of accession of various rulers, etc. However, there can be 

other problems with dates on, and the dating of, coins. 

Following are just three examples of some of the many 

problems that may arise. 

 

 

 

 

Try finding the date on this coin. It is a fifty  centimes 

from Morrocco and was minted in 1921 HOWEVER it does not have a date. Apparently, 

the mint didnôt think dating the coin to be important ï or perhaps they just forgot it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Spanish coins show two dates on the coin. 

The larger and easily seen date is the series date or 

the year in which that particular design was first 

used. The second date is the mintage date or true 

date and is found in the tiny six-pointed stars 

incorporated in the design. The coin shown here is a Spanish 2.5 peseta with the series date 

of 1953 shown under Francoôs head and the mintage date of 1954 inside the tiny stars.  

 

 

 

 

Here is another Morroccan mystery. This coin is a 

one Franc piece with both AD and AH dates. It 

shows the Western date of 1951 and the Islamic 

date of 1370. But here lies the problem: These same 

dates were struck on this type coin for more than 20 

years without change of date until 1974. So this 

coinôs true date could be anywhere between 1951 and 1973.   

  
The search, the learning and the knowledge gained are just some of the enjoyments 

of being a Numismatist. 
 

 

 

This article has been reprinted from the March 2021 Newsletter because in 
transposing Colôs Word file to the Newsletter, not all the images of coins 
appeared  [Ed.] 
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THE VATICAN NAVY , ITS MAILS ON THE TIBER, AND THE 

STAMP ISSUE OF 1852  
 

The Papal States, officially the óState of the Churchô were a series of territories in the Italian 

Peninsula under the direct sovereign rule of the pope from the 8th century until 1870. 
 

The Papal States, used to have its own navy (and army).   The navy consisted of a fleet of frigates, 
corvettes steamships & schooners.  It was òbeefed upó in the late-18th Century when the French 
under Napoleon threatened to invade. And he did.   In the 19th Century it was expanded when Italian 
nationalism threatened the states that made up what we now call Italy.   It was gone by 1870. 
 

 
 

Originally protected by the Byzantine navy, the Papal States found themselves in need of a 
naval force of their own following a Muslim raid on Rome in 843 and the sack of the city's 
basilicas extra muros in 846. Under the leadership of Caesar, Prince of Naples, a force of 
Neapolitan, Amalfitan, Gaetan, and Papal ships repulsed the pirates off Ostia in 849. 
 

The Pontifical Navy was established in the 10th Century by Pope John VIII.  Popes Nicholas VI 
and Sixtus IV send armed ships against the Turks during the Ottoman Wars.  Papal ships 
often assisted the Republic of Venice in her wars with the Ottoman Empire. 
 

Papal warships won battle honours at the Battle of Lepanto (1571) where Turkish ships were 
ruthlessly cannonaded. The planned Turks invasion of Europe was foiled. 
During the 16th Century the St Bonadveture was commissioned by Pope Sixtus V to fight 
seafaring pirates [read Moslems for pirates]. 
 

In their time they rescued hundreds of thousands of Christians from slavery, especially those 
condemned as Turkish galley slaves.  They convoyed merchantmen, guarded the coast 
against barbaric invaders and sent expeditions for relief of Christian settlements in the Holy 
Land. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_Peninsula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_Peninsula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam_in_Italy#Emirates_in_Apulia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_raid_against_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_raid_against_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caesar_of_Naples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duchy_of_Naples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalfi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaeta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Ostia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman%E2%80%93Venetian_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
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S.M.O.M. stamp of 1971 commemorating the Battle of Lepanto.  S.M.O.M. in 
Rome is an even smaller country than the Vatican is now. 
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The Papal States in 1849 
 

In 1715, Pope Clement XI constructed the Pontifical Arsenal near Porta Portese in Ripa 
Grande on the Tiber.  In 1802, Napoleon donated two brigs to Pope Pius VII and the Papal 
Navy. They were the somewhat aged Saint Paul, and the brand-new Saint Pierre. Under the 
names San Paolo and San Pietro they sat in the arsenal at wƻƳŜΩǎ ǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ Civitavecchia for 
some years until they were discarded.  
 

Pontifical ships were protected by international treaty in 1819, but the navy only slowly 
recovered from the seizure of its vessels during the Napoleonic Wars.    One was captured by 
Muslim pirates in 1826, but following a show of force by two frigates and a sloop-of-
war from Piedmont under Captain Arnous, the Bey of Tripoli freed the ship with 
10,600 francs compensation.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Clement_XI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_of_Ripa_Grande_and_Papal_Arsenal#The_arsenal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Porta_Portese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ripa_Grande
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ripa_Grande
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiber_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_VII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Speedy_(1782)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_brig_Colibri_(1802)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arsenal_of_Civitavecchia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civitavecchia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleonic_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frigate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sloop-of-war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sloop-of-war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardinia-Piedmont
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bey_of_Tripoli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franc
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By 1823, the navy comprised the 12-gun schooner San Pietro, a cutter, a felucca, and 
a pinnace.   Another twelve patrol boats armed with mortars performed coast guard duties in 
two squadrons, eight vessels in the Adriatic Sea and four in the Tyrrhenian. Lt. Col. 
Alessandro Cialdi directed an expedition to Egypt and then led three British steamers to 
Rome for navigation on the Tiber.   A fourth steamer, the Roma, participated during the 
unrest of 1848, opposing the Austrian siege of Ancona.  
 
Three paddle-steamers, built in England arrived in 1842 to run upstream along the Tiber 
from Civitavecchia to Rome.   This river route was used by these ships to bring commercial 
goods, materials and mails to Rome.   This was especially important in the years before 
Rome was connected by rail to the rest of Europe.  It took years before tunnels were driven 
through the Alps. 
 

Another paddle-steamer, joined the ranks in 1848.  This was used to fight nationalist forces that 
ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇŜΩǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ wƻƳŜΦ  
 

In 1856, the separate Navy (Marina da Guerra), Finance Navy (Marina di Finanza), and Tiber 
Navy (Marina del Tevere) administrations were combined into the Pontifical Navy (Marina 
Pontificia). 

 

 
 

¢ƘŜ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƻǊǾŜǘǘŜ ά[ŀ LƳƳŀŎƻƭŀǘŀ /ƻƴŎŜȊƛƻƴŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǇŀƭ ǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ /ƛǾƛǘŀǾŜŎŎƛŀ ƛƴ мусл 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schooner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cutter_(boat)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felucca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinnace_(ship%27s_boat)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mortar_(weapons)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coast_guard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adriatic_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyrrhenian_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steamboat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolutions_of_1848_in_the_Italian_states
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolutions_of_1848_in_the_Italian_states
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austria-Hungary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancona
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The Pontifical Navy uniforms in 1860 were similar to British Navy uniforms 
 

As part of his break from the diplomatic policies of Pope Pius IX, Leo XIII sold off the last ship 
in the Papal Navy, the corvette La Immacolata Concezione, during his first year in office. As 
the Papacy had already been confined to the Vatican City following the Capture of Rome, it 
had been docked at Toulon, France.    The Pontifical Navy came to an end with the end of the 
Papal States in 1870 and the new Italian Federation. 
 

The opportunity for the Kingdom of Italy to eliminate the Papal States had come in 1870. 
The outbreak of the Franco-tǊǳǎǎƛŀƴ ²ŀǊ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴ LLL ǘƻ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ 
garrison from Rome and the collapse of the Second French Empire at the Battle of 
Sedan deprived Rome of its French protector. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_IX
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corvette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_in_the_Vatican
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toulon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_French_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Sedan_(1870)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Sedan_(1870)
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King Victor Emmanuel II of Italy at first aimed at a peaceful conquest of the city and 
proposed sending troops into Rome, under the guise of offering protection to the Pope. 
When the Pope refused, Italy declared war on 10 September 1870, and the Italian Army, 
commanded by General Raffaele Cadorna, crossed the frontier of the Papal Territory on 
September 11 and advanced slowly toward Rome. 
 

¢ƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ !ǊƳȅ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ wƻƳŜΩǎ Aurelian Walls on September 19 and placed Rome under a 
state of siege. Although the Pope's tiny army was incapable of defending the city, Pius IX 
ordered it to put up more than a token resistance to emphasize that Italy was acquiring 
Rome by force and not consent.  This incidentally served the purposes of the Italian State 
and gave rise to the myth of the Breach of Porta Pia, in reality a tame affair involving a 
cannonade at close range that demolished a 1600-year-old wall in poor repair. 
 

Pope Pius IX ordered the commander of the Papal forces to limit the defence of the city in 
order to avoid bloodshed. The city was captured on 20 September 1870.   Rome and what 
was left of the Papal States was annexed to the Kingdom of Italy as a result of 
a plebiscite the following October.  The Pope retreated to the Vatican. 
 

Rome and the former Papal State then had to use Italian stamps.   The Italian Federation had 
produced its own stamps since 1863. 

 

THE P APAL NAVY RAN THE MAIL SERVICE FROM ROME 
TO CIVITAVECCIA ALONG THE TIBER  
 

 
 

From 1842 three Navy paddle steamers carried the Papal States external mail from Rome down 
ǘƘŜ ¢ƛōŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ όŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛōŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ŀǘ /ƛǾƛǘŀǾŜŎŎƘƛŀΦ  aŀƛƭ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜŀvy. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ƳŀƛƭΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 
every Catholic Diocese in the World.  The Tiber River was a busy waterway, navigable all the way 
to Rome. 
 

Pope Gregory XV [died June 1846] opposed the construcǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŀƛƭǿŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άƳƻŘŜǊƴέ 
and disruptive. The new Pope Pius IX, however, took a more liberal view. He allowed the 
construction of a local railway from Rome to Frascati, south of Rome which opened in 1856.     
A railway was opened between Rome and its seaport, Civitavecchia in 1859.   It carried mails 
twice a day over the 72 miles. All the non-domestic mails to and from Rome had previously 
been carried in the period 1842 to 1859 on Navy paddle-steamers.  The steamer service was 
quickly replaced by the new railway service.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor_Emmanuel_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raffaele_Cadorna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aurelian_Walls
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Rome#Breach_of_Porta_Pia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plebiscite
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The Vatican entered into contracts with a number of Mediterranean steamship companies to 
carry weekly mails from Civitavecchia to Marseilles.   Mail was re-distributed throughout Europe 
and the rest of the World from there.   Incoming mail to the Papal States required frequent 
fumigation. 
 

 
The port of Civitavecchia, shown in 1896.  The round, Papal Sates fort of St Peter guarded the 
port and can be seen in the background. It is 2,000 years old but was refurbished in the 17th 
Century. 
 

The 1852 cover, shown below was posted from Rome to Cashel in Ireland.  It travelled by Navy 
paddle-steamer to the seaport of Civitavecchia, and then by steamer to Marseilles.  It shows 
Rome and Marseilles postmarks and two 5 baj. stamps.  
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The February 1858 cover, shown below, was posted from Rome to Boston in the United 
States.   It shows a 50 Baj. blue, a 7 Baj blue pair, and an 8 Baj. white strip of four, tied by 
barred grill, "Roma 25έ ƻōƭƛǘŜǊŀǘƻǊ ƳŀǊƪ.  It also shows a Marseilles transit cancel. 
 

 
 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ муср ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅΩǎ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ aŀƎƛǎǘǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ /ƛǾƛǘŀǾŜŎŎƘƛŀ ǘƻ 
Marseilles - and then on to Lyon (3 January 1866), entering Spain at Lajonquera (4 Jan. 1866), 
and arriving at the consulate in Barcelona, Spain on 5 Jan. 1866). It is missing the mandatory 
stamps for international mail from the Papal States since 1864. 
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tƻƴǘƛŦƛŎŀƭ bŀǾȅ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎƘƛǇΩs frank stamp.  The 
cover on the previous page, is the only naval cover known nƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǇƻǎǘƳŀǊƪΦ    
Pontifical Army postmarks are also difficult to find: -  

 
An 1860 Papal States Military Service mail is shown, above.  This cover was posted from 
Rome to Civitavecchia. It is the only known cover to the 1st Division Headquarters.  It shows 
ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ŦǊŀƴƪ ǎǘŀƳǇΦ 
 

THE PAPAL STATES STAMP ISSUE OF 1852 
  
On 21 November 1851, Cardinal Secretary of State Giacomo Antonelli announced the 
introduction of bolli franchi (postage stamps) in the Pontifical State. Various regulations 
concerning rates and usage were published and the accepted design showed the chiavi 
decussate (crossed keys of St. Peter) surmounted by the triregno (triple tiara) which had for 
centuries been the official coat of arms of the popes. 
 
Each value has a different border and bears the inscription "FRANCO BOLLO POSTALE'' and 
the value in bajocchi (100 baj. to the scudo). The values from ½ to 7 bajocchi were issued on 
1 January 1852, printed in black on coloured paper. Three higher values were added later in 
the same year: the 8 baj. black on white paper (October 1); the 50 baj. blue on white paper; 
and the 1 scudo carmine rose on white paper (both July 12). 
 .  
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The Palazzo Madama was the home of the pontifical post office from 1851 to 1870.  Today it is the meeting place of 

the Italian Senate.   

  
The dies were engraved by Doublet and Decoppet and Co. and the stereotypes derived by 
the foundry of P. Couppet and Co., both of Rome. The paper, made mostly by Cartiera 
Graziosi of Subiaco, was at first handmade; later smoother and heavier machine-made paper 
was employed. The values up to 8 baj. were typographed at the VaticanΩǎ own print shop in 
sheets of 100 (divided into four panes of 25).  The 50 baj. and 1 scudo were printed in sheets 

of 50 (10 x 5) without any division into panes. The ½, 1, 3, 4, and 8 baj. values, since they 
were designed with curved outer borders, were printed with straight separation lines 
between the stamps as an aid in cutting. The 1 baj. occurs in two compositions, one in which 
the cutting lines are continuous vertically and interrupted horizontally and a second with the 
opposite arrangement. 
  
  
FRAUDS AND FORGERIES 
  
The authorities soon discovered various fraudulent practices. First, cancellations were 
washed off so that the stamp could be reused.  Then in 1855, the 1, 5, and 8 baj. values of 
the 1852 issues were forged at Bologna by lithography.  The 1 baj. Bologna forgery is by far 
the rarest (only three copies are known). Of the 5 baj. and 8 baj. forgeries, there are two 
types each. One should learn to identify these as they are considerably more valuable than 
the genuine stamps. 
  
To combat these practices, it was suggested in 1856 that watermarked paper be employed; 
this was supplied by Canson Freres for the 50 baj. and the 1 scudo. The name of 'Pietro 
Miliani Fabriano' can be found once in a sheet on the 3 baj. (chamois and orange ochre) and 
one copy of the 6 baj. Light-blue is known with the watermark BATH.  To discourage the 
washing off of cancellations, white paper was used for the three highest values and a special 

greasy grey ink that made the detection of washing very easy.  (These stamps are highly 
prized, especially in mint condition.)  The introduction of a grill cancellation also made the 
washing off of postmarks very difficult. 
  

https://vaticanstamps.org/VPS/images/roman_states/palazzo.jpg
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Early twentieth-century philatelic forgeries are more common than mid-nineteenth century 
ones.  Francois Fournier produced many of these in typography.  Most commonly 
encountered are the 7  baj., 50 baj., and 1 scudo.  The ½ baj. forgery is a dark olive colour 
unlike any genuine colour and often surrounded by an uninterrupted frame line.  It is well 
drawn.  One also has to be careful, the experts say, of mint copies of the 7 baj., with or 
without gum.  The Fournier forgery of this value is well drawn but has a tell-tale blob of ink 
at the left end of the horizontal line of the 7.  Some of the 50 baj. and 1 scudo Fourniers are 
excellent and should be expertised.  
 

BecŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ tŀǇŀƭ {ǘŀǘŜŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘΦ  
They have been reprinted over and over again, especially on the modern era.  Modern paper 
is the give-away. Your editor even has a very recent re-print set that cost less than $1. 
  
PAPER VARIETIES 
  
Experts say that collector who wishes to go beyond assembling a collection of major 
varieties will find that this 1852 issue is one of the richest and most varied fields for 
specialization in Pontifical States philately.  This is due partly to the fact that the coloured 
paper used was produced in small batches, resulting in a glorious range of colour varieties.  
The dates of use of these colours are well known and listed in the specialist catalogues.  
(Most of these are not listed in the Stanley Gibbons or Scott's Standard Catalogue, so 
educated collectors can sometimes pick up rare varieties at Scott prices.)  The accurate 
detection of colours requires some experience and, usually, comparison with an expertised 
example. 

 

  

 
Half bajocchi stamp of 1852, black on grey 

 

1 bajocchi stamp of 1852, black on green  

 
2 bajocchi black on greenish-white 
 

 
 

4 bajocchi stamp of 1852, black on yellow 
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5 bajocchi stamp of 1852, black on mauve 

 

 
 

7 bajocchi stamp of 1852, black on blue 

 

 
8 bajocchi stamp of 1852, black on white 

 

 
1 scudo stamp of 1852 

 

 
 

40 centesimo stamp of 1867, black on 
yellow 

 

 
A 1 bajocchi coin of 1835 to 1845 

 

 
The various printings of the 1852 issue enjoyed the rather long usage of fifteen years.  Still, 
fewer than 35,000,000 stamps of all values were printed.  Three of these values - the 7 baj., 50 
baj., and 1 scudo - were produced in quantities of fewer than one million each.  Even so, as a 
whole, this is not the rarest issue.  A new postal emission became necessary when, in June 
1866, the Pontifical State officially adopted a metric currency.  The lira of 100 centesimi 
replaced the bajoccho-scudo monetary system, and the basis of exchange became 20 bajocchi 
for one lira or 5 centesimi for one bajoccho.  
  
On 21 September 1867, a new set of stamps with values in centesimi was issued to correspond 
to the changes in currency. No new designs were made; the old dies were used with 
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appropriate changes in the values.  The new values were 2c. (using the old 2 baj. design); 3c. 
(using the old 1/2 baj. design); 5c. (using the old 3 baj. design); 10c. (using the old 8 baj. design); 
20c. (using the old 4 baj. design); 40c. (using the old 6 baj. design); and 80c. (using the old 1 baj. 
design).       
ω [compiled from a variety of internet sources] 
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SHOW & TELL & DISPLAYS  FROM OUR 30th MARCH 2021 
MEETING  
 

KEVIN CAPNERHURST ï MINERALS ARE THE STUFF YOU GET COINS FROM 

Kevin Capnerhurst brought along a variety of minerals which were the source of the metal used 

in coins.  
 

Kevin showed some American copper ñpenniesò from 1828-1842.   The copper from these coins 

was sourced from the Copper mines in Cornwall in England.    He showed a specimen of native 

copper from Cornwall.   
 

After 1850 the copper for U.S. coins came from the new discoveries of copper on the Keweenaw 

Peninsula in Michigan.   These copper deposits produced what was described as a ñhalf breedò ï 

half copper and half silver. Kevin showed such a mineral specimen  

 

 
A silver and native copper specimen from Michiganôs Keweenaw Peninsula 

 

Kevin then showed a native copper ñskullò from Michigan.  These skull-shaped masses of native 

copper formed around air bubbles in the rock. 
 

 
Native copper ñskullò from Michigan 

 

Kevin next showed an Australian silver coin.   After Broken Hill was discovered in 1883 

domestic silver bullion was available for coinage.   Kevin showed a native silver specimen from 

Broken Hill.   Like the family silverware the surface was coated with a patina of black silver 

oxide. 

 

He next showed a sample of embolite from Broken Hill.  Embolite consists of silver, bromium 

and chlorine.  The silver could be smelted from embolite at low temperatures ï even in a 

campfire.   Silver chloride is what camera film is made of and embolite similarly is light-

sensitive.  

 

Next Kevin showed a fragile sample of pyrargyrite, a silver sulfantimonide (silver, sulfur and 

antimony) ï known as ñruby silverò ï from Mexico. 
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Pyraragyrite is often called órubyô silver from its characteristic reddish colour 

 

This mineral was mined extensively in Mexico and Bolivia and was a major source of silver from 

the ñNew Worldò.   Kevin also showed an 8 real silver Bolivian coin.  
 

Kevin then showed a gold specimen in quartz from Kalgoorlie and a second gold specimen from 

Southern Cross in Western Australia.  
 
 

TONY READ ï GOLD SOVERIGNS FROM THE DUORO WRECK  

Tony Read showed a selection of gold sovereigns minted in Melbourne and recovered from the 

wreck of the R.M.S. Duoro. 
 

Tony explained that soon after gold was discovered in the Australian Colonies, Sydney, 

Melbourne & Adelaide requested a mint be established in their cities.   Sydney won the contest 

and a mint was set up in 1855.   It was the first mint in a British colony. Gold coins could only be 

struck that showed ñSYDNEY MINTò on the side. These were not legal tender in the United 

Kingdom.   Sydney Mint coins had to be melted down to bullion before being re-minted as a 

U.K. sovereign coins.  
 

It wasnôt until 1863 that Australian colonial mints were allowed to produce English sovereigns.   

The Sydney coins had a small ñSò mint mark.  
 

In 1871 they produced an Imperial Sovereign design ï these contained copper which was added 

to the refined gold.   Later it caused oxidation problems, especially when submersed in seawater.   

The earlier sovereigns were pure gold and mostly showed the St George & the Dragon motif.  
 

Melbourne petitioned for a mint, and the Imperial Sovereigns were produced there from 1872.  
 

The RMS Duoro was an iron-hulled, passenger steam-ship that had been built in Scotland in 

1865.  She operated on the South American Service between Southampton and Buenos Aires.  

She carried mail and newspapers under contract as well as precious cargo like gold and 

diamonds.  

 
The RMS Duoro 
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On 1 April 1882 bound from Buenos Aires the Duoro collided with the Spanish ship Yrurac 

off Cape Finisterre in France. Passengers & crew abandoned the ship, but within 30 minutes 

it sank in 450m of water. There were 6 fatalities including the Captain.  
 

The ship had gone down with a substantial cargo of gold coins.  After a re-discovery of early 

shipping records that started in 1949, a Nigel Pickford launched a project to recover the gold.   

A search was conducted to relocate the wreck in the Bay of Biscay. It took till 4 July 1995 to 

locate the wreck.  
 

The gamble paid off. Once the wreck had been cleared of the fishing nets that had snagged 

on it over the years, the ROVôs cameras were able to track up and down the vessel to locate 

the bullion room. They showed that the gold was still there, and luckily not scattered all over 

the seabed. Within three days, the rigôs hydraulic attachments had brought up all the 

recoverable gold bullion and sovereigns.  It was estimated that at least 93% of the original 

cargo of gold bars and coins, an exceptionally high percentage. 
 

In accordance with the law, the salvagers had to wait a year and a day for the Receiver of the 

Wreck to release the treasure. The haul was impressive, and included an estimated 28,000 

gold Sovereigns of the early Victoria era (showing the young Queenôs head), in excellent 

condition. Many of them were auctioned in London by Spink & Son (formerly part of famous 

auction house Christieôs) over the 20th and 21st November 1996. That auction numbered 

over 1,700 lots of gold coins, the majority being Gold Sovereigns, and in total raised 

£1,546,000. 

 

 
Part of the the RMS Duoro gold coin horde 

 

In 2007 8,000 coins were offered for sale. Most had rust  spots (reddish spots).  Some needed 

to be withdrawn from sale because of this damage and may be offered at a later time.  

 

Tony said he obtained some Melbourne Mint sovereigns at the 1996 auction. These were 

dated 1881, so were they were ñnewò coins when the Duoro went down.  

 

COL DAVIDSON ïWHAT DATE IS THAT COIN?  

Col Davidson talked about the subject of his Newsletter article ñWhat Date id That Coin 

Daddy?ô  [see the article which is also reproduced in the April Newsletter. 

 

DEREK DOLSTRA ï 2-LINE REGISTERED POSTMARKERS OF QUEENSLAND.  

Derek talked about his 12-page display of the 2-line Registered postmarkers of Queensland.   
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These postmarks were used in connection with the normal circular date-stamps. They were 

were capable of cancelling up to three  and sometimes more stamps on Registrered mail 

letters.  
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