ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 25 APRIL 2023

/

NEWSLETTER OF
THE OF THE
ORANGE COIN &
STAMP CLUB FOR
25" APRIL 2023

#249

OUR FIRST ANZAC DAY STAMPS OF 1935—only 20 years after the Gallipoli Landing

OUR MEETING IS ON ANZAC DAY, 25" April 202
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The 2023 ANZAC Day mini-sheet first day cover, above, was issued on 18" April
2023 to commemorate the Vietham War.

In December 1972 the last Australian troops came home. Many of us are of an age

where we were affected by it, one way or another. For those that didn’t serve there,
often we knew of someone amongst the 500-odd who died there.

LEST WE FORGET

MRS J.A. JEBB
26 VINCENT AVE
ATHELSTONE
SOUTH AUST 5076

AUSTRALIAN FORCES
‘ VIETNAM
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Image thanks to Stampboards

The philatelic history of Australian involvement in the Vietnam War is worthy of
further study. This cover is from 1969
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Gerry Jeffermans, below, with a coin customer at our 2023 Coin & Stamp Expo
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THE NEXT ORANGE COIN &
STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS
ON THIS TUESDAY, 25" APRIL
2023, ANZAC DAY

Our next monthly meeting is at the
Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30 on this
Tuesday 25" April 2023, ANZAC
Day.

Our next monthly coin &
stamp mini-fair is in the
Orange Cultural Centre is on
Saturday 6" May 2023 from 9
to about 1pm.
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Our meetings and the monthly fair are
held in the Orange Cultural Centre
building Sale St, Orange. It’s the
building that used to be a school. It’s
on the right hand side as you enter the
Woolworths Car Park. The building is
sort of opposite Harris Farm Market,
but entrance is from the mini-park on
the Sale St frontage

OUR NEXT CLUB ‘NIGHT’
MEETING (AFTER THIS ONE) IS
ON TUESDAY 30" May 2023

Our next night-time, monthly meeting, after
the April one, is on Tuesday 30" May 2023.

The Club always meets on the last Tuesday
of each month, except in December.

OUR ORANGE EXPO 2023
DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP
SUPPORTING THEM AT EXPO
2023
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Dealers who attended our 2023
EXPO were: -

e Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney,
2000 Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax
(02)9290 3710
www.wynyardcoins.com.au

e A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from
Canberra) — PO Box 53,
MITCHELL, A.C.T. 2911, ph. (02)
6255 4044) Buying and Selling

e Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard
Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange,
2800; Mobile 0427 107 554
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368, E-mail:
howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying
and Selling — Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

e Pnil & Win Morehouse,
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707
4087, Email -

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au.
World-wide stamps bought and sold

e And Pittwater Philatelic
Services
See the boxed advert on page 5.

DATES FOR 2023

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 25™ April 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Petersham Stamp, Coin & Note Fair,
Sunday 30™ April 2023, 9-4, at 107 Crystal
St, Petersham

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly

mini-fair, Saturday 6 May 2023, 9-12.30,
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St Orange.
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Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc. 12" May
2023 meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore
Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse.

Ladies with Altitude: women aviators (part
3) by Ian Dolstra

Parramatta Philatelic Society Open Day,
Saturday 13" May 2023, O.E.S. Hall,
Railway St, Wentworthville 10-4

Hobart one-frame Stampshow, 19-21
May 2023 at the Hobart Town Hall.

Wagga 2-Day Coin & Stamp Show, 20 &
215 May 2023, Sturt Public School, White
Avenue, Kooringal

Queensland Philatelic Council Bazaar
Day, 21% May 2023 at QPC House, 18
Coolcrest St, Wynnum, 8.30 to 3, auction
at Ipm.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 30" May 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly
mini-fair, Saturday 3™ June 2023, 9-12.30,
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St Orange.

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc. 14" June
2023 meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore
Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse.
Display by Joe White

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 27™ June 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Rockhampton Stamp Club’s Stamp
Fair, 24™ June 2023, 10-4 at the
Frenchville Sports Club, 105 Clifton St,
North Rockhampton

Petersham Stamp, Coin & Note Fair,
Sunday 31 July 2023, 9-4, at 107 Crystal
St, Petersham
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Bendigo Stamp Fair, 5™ August 2023,
9.30-3.30 at the Prince of Wales
Showground, Holmes Road. North
Bendigo, Vic. Local & Melbourne stamp
& coin dealers.

Perth National Philatelic Exhibition,
Gloucester Park, East Perth, 2-5 November
2023

Wagga 2-day Coin & Stamp Show, 25-
26" November 2023, Sturt Public School,
White Avenue, Kooringal

Canberra Stampshow (NATSTAMP
2024) Half-National. 13-15 September
2024.

Toowoomba National 1-frame
Stampshow is planned for 11-13 October
2024. Details yet to be announced.
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PITTWATER
PHILATELIC SERVICE

THE ONL Y SYDNEY DEALER TO ATTEND THE EXHIBITION!

We carry Australia’s largest world-wide stamp
stock. Your rare opportunity to see a sample of
our vast stock in Western Australia!
www.ozemail.com.au/~pittwaterstamps/

The largest range of internet price lists in the southern
hemisphere.

g *: Fine quality stamps of
Australia, States, NZ.,
GB & the world.

o I AUSTRALASIA |

PO Box 259. Newport Beach. NSW. 2106.
Ph: (0412) 904-295
pittwaterstampsi@ozemail .com.au
Make an appointment visit our offices at
Shop 18, 331-335 Barrenjoey Road. Newport Beach. NSW.
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 24 WITH “Simpy”

The following items have been sourced from various Australian Post Office Stamp Bulletins.

June 1979: New Pre-Stamped Envelopes (PSE’s) were released on 30 May 1979 for the 175t
Anniversary of the Foundation of Hobart and 5 June 1979 for the 350" Anniversary of the “Wreck of the
Batavia” in 1629 near Geraldton, Western Australia.

May 1980: The Waltzing Matilda Australian Folklore series of five se-tenant 22 cent stamps were issued
on 7 May 1979.

March-April 1981: An issue on 6 April 1981 marked the 50t Anniversary of the founding of APEX., an
Australian young men’s service club. Sadly, as with many service organisations, the number of Apex clubs
has diminished in recent years.

A PSE was also released on 6 April 1981 to commemorate the 100t running of the iconic Stawell Gift
athletic race.

The 50" Anniversary of the first official airmail Australia-UK was the subject of a two-page article.

September 1981: A two-page list of Philatelic Sales Centres and First Day of Issue Postmarking Offices
was included.

A half page item detailed arrangements for National Stamp Week to be held from 28 September until 4
October 1981.

October — December 1981: Page 3 contained details of the 1981 Collection of Australian Stamps more
commonly known as “annual albums”. The album was not scheduled for release until 1 March 1982 and
sold for $23.00. Albums have been produced each year since 1981 but have not proved to be a good
investment with most selling on the secondary market for less than the face value of the stamps. The 1981
album can be purchased for $11. There are always people trying to sell them at the six-monthly Wagga
Stamp & Coin Fairs.

Included in Short Notes was the following “Australia Post has confirmed its policy regarding multiple
postmarking. The policy now in force permits multiple postmarking on philatelic covers only when
additional stamps (of any denomination) are affixed. The stamps must be valid for postage in Australia.”

The postmarking review also confirmed that philatelic postmarks would be impressed in black ink only
except for items postmarked at national or international exhibitions where green and red inks may be used
for first and last days respectively.

January — February 1982: Stamp quantities for the financial year ended 30 June 1981 included a low of
300,000 $1 Sergeant of the Light Horse to a high of 163,500,000 for the 22cent White-tailed Kingfisher.

A new pictorial postmarker was introduced at Gundagai on 20 January 1982.

Postmarking: “Collectors of philatelic postmarks are advised that every effort is made to provide clear and
well positioned postmarks on covers. On occasions, when Australia Post agrees that a postmark
impression is not of acceptable quality, a poorly postmarked item may be replaced. However, collectors
reguesting multiple postmarks should note that because second and subsequent postmarks are often
applied at different offices, multiple postmarked covers cannot be replaced. Covers for multiple
postmarking will only be accepted on this basis.”

April — May 1982: Advice was printed - the domestic postage rate would increase from 24c to 27c on 21
April 1982.

Through co-operation of Australia Post, the Australian Stamp Promotion Council (ASPC) arranged to have
a limited number of sets of twenty-five Commonwealth Games 1982 miniature sheets overprinted with
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numbers indicating their position on the uncut printed sheet, the mini sheets being printed twenty-five to a
sheet. A maximum of 10,000 sheets were to be overprinted and were only available through the ASPC.

QMCE

92 3 & 94.7
oy Sli= .

Thanks to community radio 2MCE 92.3 Bathurst and 94.7 Orange for their EXPO
2023 publicity

FM 107.5

THE LOCAL STATION

Thanks also to Community Radio 107.5FM in Orange for their Expo 2023
publicity

Aorwer - E SuooenLy UNCA DONALD!
HOUSE — "l l "" IN AN OLD SOMETHING'S
AND ATTE MOVING UNDER
ANOTHER N THOSE LETTERS!

MtsTa?,'} SURE | SURE.”
HAVE You WHOLE TRUNKFUL.
ANY OLD )\ You CAN SEE

= ;

§ - LETTERS THEM FOR
A DOLLAQ'

= BOA CONSTRICTOR, INDEED!
I'M A STAMP COLLECTOR
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M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au

The MR Roberts’ Wynyard Coins tables at Orange Expo on 18 & 19 March 2023: -

MR. Dobcrts‘

« WYNYARD COIN !ll'l“

THE PARRAMATTA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
INVITE YOU TO THEIR
2023 OPEN DAY ON SATURDAY 13" MAY 2023
At the O.E.S. HALL,
RAILWAY STREET, WENTWORTHVILLE
10-4
Sale-by-tender at 1pm
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WOMEN AND THE NEW SOUTH WALES POST
OFFICE: 1 - THE EARLY YEARS

When the New South Wales Post Office came into being in 1828 under Governor Darling, those
entrusted with the management of post offices outside of Sydney were known as Deputy Postmasters.
When, in that year, James Raymond, Postmaster in Sydney and head of the N.S.W. Post Office
Department, formally adopted the title of Postmaster-General, males in charge of ‘country’ or
provincial establishmentsassumed the designation of Postmaster. From the outset women put in control
of postal facilities took the title of Postmistress.

James Raymond, New South Wales’ and Sydney s first postmaster (1786-1851)
Employment opportunities in the N.S.W. Post Office Department expanded from 1835 with the
introduction of measures designed to put it on a “better financial footing”. In that year Governor Bourke
approved legislation that reduced postal charges, increased the demand on departmental services, and
added to the amount of revenue collected by the organisation. Given the title of “An Act to provide for
the conveyance and postage of letters”, the law standardised urban postage rates and instituted a
schedule of fees for inland letters based on weight and distance. It gave the Department the exclusive
right to handle all letters and parcels weighing no more than nine ounces, thereby ensuring that
most international and domestic mail domestic mail attracted postage.

For some years ships’ captains had handled overseas letters for individuals seeking to avoid postage.
Similarly, some coach operators with mail contracts had circumvented the postal service, delivering
“contraband” letters forcommercial gain. Before the 1835 statute was enacted, sea-captains involved in
speculative ventures would often retain commercial mail consigned to the postaldepartment with
an eye to profit. The practice led many businessmen to entrust their correspondence to people outside
the Post Office.

The 1835 law compelled masters ofvessels to surrender all postal articles upon arrival and to take
charge of all letters upon departure, or risk a penalty — provisions intended to stem the loss of potential
revenue and restore public confidence in the department. The increase in official takings resulting from
the reforms helped to offset the high cost of postal privileges. Under colonial standing orders, several
government officials, military officers, and the entire penal population were exempted from paying
postage. Further, British servicemen in New South Wales could send a private letter anywhere in the
world for the discounted rate of a penny.

9]
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The growth in income made possible by the 1835 act enabled the utility to bear the financial burden of
having to deliver newspapers free of charge from that year. Moreover, it allowed for the opening of
additional post offices over the next decade and beyond, fuelling the demand for labour. By the end of
1838 the department had just 40 outlets, whereas by the close of 1848 it boasted 101 outlets. The
record suggests that at least five of the office managers in 1848 were women. The enhanced job
prospects from 1835 were a function of efforts to popularise and protect the postal service and
maximise its earnings.

¥
\
S

The embossed cover, the first pre-paid postage device in the world, contributed to the expansion of job
opportunities in the N.S.W. Post Office Department by boosting the instrumentality’s takings. Invented
by Postmaster-General James Raymond and available from November 1838 for use within the town
limits of Sydney, the embossed cover consisted of a sheet of paper bearing the government coat of
arms on which a letter could be written, then folded to form an envelope. Prior to the
introduction of embossed covers, the addressee, rather than the sender of a letter, was usually required
to find the postage, either upon delivery or upon collection from the post office. Often addressees
refused to pay and take possession of their mail, or couldn’t be located, given the transient habits of
many colonists. Pre-paid postage provided the postal utility with an immediate and guaranteed source
of revenue, alongwith the economic wherewithal needed to grow.
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Middle- and middling-class women in financial distress found a livelihood in the New South Wales
Post Office at time when many women were unemployable due to poor education. It was different to
many clerical jobs as the work was straightforward. It required little more than good English and
simple numeracy. The main tasks were letter sorting and postmarking. It also required the keeping or
registers recording mail received and dispatched, account keeping, sales of postage stamps after 1841,
the ordering of stores and the posting of public notices. Mary Mahoney, a character in the novel The
Fortunes of Richard Mahoney by Henry Handel Richardson, is a typical postmistress. She was
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described as a “genteel” woman who, though she had limited schooling, was desperate for respectable
employment. She was based on Henry Handel Richardson’s mother, Mrs. Mahoney, who became a
postmistress after considering her limited job prospects. She explained to her friend, Mrs. Spence, that
“There seems nothing a woman can do except teach and I am too old for that.”

ked at the Maldon Post Office

Management of a post office suited middle-class women with education that exceeded their
“accomplishments”. Accomplishments included such things as music appreciation, drawing, dance and
embroidery. These had no employment value, but were intended to prepare girls for polite society,
child-rearing and marriage. The small minority of girls who were enrolled in Church-based and private
secular schools received less education than boys. Girls’ education there had an emphasis on moral
development and household skills. Although femalesgained admission to state-funded national and
denominational schools from 1848, they were generally prevented from studying the more demanding
scientific subjects available to males. Moreover, many girls were kept from attending classes by parents
who looked upon them as a source of free household labour. The postal service really did expand the
female labour market.

The New South Wales Postal Department provided employment assistance for widows in financial
difficulty. This was based on the policy in the U.K. and continental Europe where governments had
traditionally accommodated the employment of the widows of deceased civil servants and military
personnel in honour of their service to the nation(s). The tradition of widows taking over their deceased
husband’s businesses complemented this idea.

One recipient of Departmental favour was Elise Barney, wife of Captain John Barney, who took over
running the Brisbane Post Office after the death of her postmaster husband on 25" November 1855.

In New South Wales there was often a significant difference in age between a husband and his wife.
This contributed to a relatively large number of women seeking appointments as rural postmistresses or
as postal staff. Throughout much of the 19th century, men customarily delayed matrimony until such
time as they had the economic means to support a wife and family, with the result that they took
substantially younger brides and often predeceased their spouse. In Australia the high male mortality
rate on the frontier — a consequence of riding accidents, timber felling mishaps, and other misadventures
— compounded the incidence of early widowhood.
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Elsie Barney, Brisbane’s Postmistress from 1855 to 1863

In Australia the high male mortality rate on the frontier —a consequence of riding accidents, timber
felling mishaps, and other misadventures — compounded the incidence of early widowhood. Regular
business downturns and bad seasons on the land eroded the earnings of many male breadwinners,
putting pressure on their widows to find paid work. For the widow Eliza Pearson, Postmistress at
Camden, the postal department provided sustenance during the economic recession of the 1840s,
following her husband’s failed attempt at farming.

In many cases testator law rendered employment a necessity. Lacking any legal claim to their spouses’
business or estate, widows were frequently subject to family trusts designed to protect the inheritance of
offspring. Often they had to exist on an inadequate income from their husband’s investments without
access to the capital. Some women had a life interest only in their dead partner’s property and lacked
sufficient funds to maintain it, their access to the estate sometimes conditional on an undertaking not to
remarry. Other widows were left destitute without any legal right to the assets they had brought to the
union. As well as helping women in such situations, the postal department lent vocational assistance to
widows whose husbandshad failed to properly secure their wives’ future by means of formal financial
facilities.

The Postal Department also came to the aid of single women of limited means,including the daughters
of deceased government employees. At the time few occupations were open to middle- and middling-
class spinsters with the exception of teaching and the “unprotected” outworking trades of dressmaking
and millinery.Underemployment was common in the clothing industry due to the gradual development
of mass production techniques and the frequent changes in fashion. Lacking the bargaining power of
males in unionised workplaces, female outworkers often endured very low wages and oppressive
conditions.
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As well as furnishing an alternative to dressmaking and millinery, the Post Office offered employment
to‘genteel spinsters” unable to find work as governesses, given the premium placed on common
domestic help and single male labour in N.S.W. The department provided single women with an
autonomous income at a time when many were beholden tomen for their subsistence. After the
death of her father, an unmarried daughter usually had no legal claim to his estate, most of his property
and savings going to her brothers. Spinsters often needed to pursue paid work owing to the inadequate
allowance set aside by male siblings to keep them. For single women of modest means, the Post Office
afforded the prospect of economic sovereignty.

From the late 1830s, a few married women found a livelihood in the N.S.W. postal service,
notwithstanding the widespread assumption that most wives were adequately supported by husbands
and had no need to follow employment.

The Cassilis Post Office was originallun out of the now disused 2™ Cassilis Court House. It was built
in 1858. The first one was a primitive wooden structure.

Mary Ann Rutledge was New South Wales’ first paid postmistress. She was appointed on 12" February
1828 at Cassilis. Her husband was the policeman there. Her earning helped subsidise the low salary
paid to her husband, Constable John Rutledge.

In August 1847 the postal department chose Eliza Hildebrand, wife of Chief Constable Thomas
Hildebrand, for the job of postmistress at Stonequarry (later called Picton). Thanks to her employment,
she too was able to bolster household income.

Then the wages of policemen and other public servants were drawn from the Police Fund, which
depended on colonial revenue derived chiefly from import duties and port dues.In all, the Fund
accounted for seven-eighths of total takings. Many colonists opposed the financing of the police force
from local receipts rather than from imperial coffers, and objected to direct taxation. Accordingly, the
government had little incentive to increase pay rates. Widespread drunkenness, corruption and
negligence in the constabulary, which was largely composed of convicts and ex-convicts, rendered the
community less receptive to the financial needs of the police, even though higher pay might have
attracted better quality recruits. For their part, the policemen at Cassilis were described as inefficient
and ill-disciplined in reports to the Colonial Secretary. Without the prospect of a wage rise, country
police officers often undertook extra duties including those of pound-keeper and bailiff. From early on,
female postal employment effectively subsidised male livelihoods.
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Management of a post office allowed middle- and middling-class women to earn a living while
maintaining their respectability and social status. Thanks to the British tradition whereby females were
permitted to operate a postal service from home, postmistresses avoided the social stigma attached to
“women who went out to work”’.

In cases where the interior space was inadequate, women would dispense postal services through an
open window to customers standing outside, thereby preserving the intimacy and sanctity of the
dwelling. Like postmistresses, dressmakers, milliners and music teachers retained their reputation by
labouring in a domestic setting. Mary Richardson — who first served as Post and Telegraph Mistress at
Koroit in Victoria from 1878 — kept her moral standing in society while residing in premises attached to
the post office. Both she and live-in daughter, author Henry Handel Richardson, boasted a broad
circle of friends and received frequent visits from the town’s leading citizens. In the latter’s words:
‘anybody who was anybody called’.  In common with other forms of office work, postal duties
allowed gentlewomen to dress in a ladylike manner, setting them apart from female factory hands in
utilitarian attire. Moreover, postmistresses conformed to the feminine ideal in having clean white hands
at a time when the working class was associated with the manual handling of goods. On another level
female postal employees retained their respectability through controlled exposure to social inferiors.
Thanks to a relatively short working day and a counter that separated staff from customers,
postmistresses were largely insulated from the labouring class.

Postmistresses also maintained their moral and social status by occupying centrally located premises in
the High Street, where better quality traders catered for the gentry, merchants, professionals and
prosperous farmers. Camden’s postmistress, Eliza Pearson, worked from her home situated in the
centre of the village close to the Anglican Church and the inn. The building stood on valuable land and
was initially surrounded by vacant lots that fetched fairly high prices at auction.

Parramatta’s postmistress, Jemina Wickham, was similarly advantaged, occupying a weatherboard
cottage in George Street between the Woolpack Inn and the Court of Justice in the commercial and
legal heart of town.54 In short, the reputation of a postmistress turned on a domestic work environment
and “a good address”.

Postmistresses who occupied government buildings constructed to serve multiple purposes for the sake
of economy came into regular contact with other public officers. Mary Ann Rutledge appears to have
operated the post office at Cassilis from the first court-house erected in 1835, sharing the space with
magistrate Alexander Busby, court officials, and policemen.

From June 1849 Mary Finn, Postmistress at Hartley, worked out of a building that doubled as a police
station and contact centre for the court-house opposite, exposing her to matters of public interest on a
daily basis. The growing number of miscellaneous tasks that fell to country postal officials ensured that
postmistresses remained in close touch with the outside world. As well as performing their usual duties,
and in the absence of dedicated officers, they acted as registrars of births, deaths and marriages,
dispensed electoral material, and collected intercolonial customs dues.

In the years following Mrs Rutledge’s appointment, the N.S.W. Post Office Department found a ready
supply of labour in the guise of free and assisted female immigrants. Some of the women who paid their
own way from the United Kingdom to N.S.W. accompanied husbands anxious to better themselves in a
new land, while others landed in Australia as the wives of government officials. Eliza Pearson,
Camden’s future postmistress, arrived in 1825 with her husband James, a musicteacher who
became clerk to the Cawdor magistrates’ court and subsequently postmaster at Camden. Free
immigrant Elise Barney, who later managed Brishane Post Office, sailed to Australia with her husband,
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a former army officer, and her young family in 1847. They had planned to join her brother-in-law,
George Barney, a civil engineer who had been commissioned to establish a penal colony at Port Curtis,
only to find that it had been abandoned before their arrival.

The Postal Department also drew on a pool of female labour made available through the bounty
scheme. Operational from 1830, the system of assisted migration was intended to satisfy the demand
for free labour in N.S.W., and check the perceived threat to the political and social order posed by
convict and emancipist elements. Under the scheme thousandsof men, women and children gained
passage to Australia on the strength of recommendations from British and European agents acting for
colonial employers. Participants included Matilda Winter, Merriwa’s future postmistress, who
travelled to New South Wales as a domestic servant.

While female employees on the permanent list benefited from equal pay, other women in N.S.W. ran
small non-official post offices for wages many men deemed unacceptable. In newly established
communities, storekeepers anxious to boost business competed with one another to operate the postal
outlet. A customer who called in to buy a stamp or to collect their mail might be persuaded to depart
with a bag of flour or a new pair of boots. Even so, shopkeepers-cum-postmasters frequently
complained that the postal allowance was insufficient to compensate for the onerous duties, prompting
several to resign. Then, managers of small postal facilities received between 10 and 30 pounds per
annum.

In February 1856 storekeeper John Grime resigned as Casino’s postmaster due to the unsatisfactory
wage. The local magistrates advised Major Christie that they were unable to find a replacement owing
to “the smallness of the salary, it being quite inadequate to the amount of work performed”.
Discontented shopkeepers often neglected their postal responsibilities in favour of their business
interests. Postal Inspector T. W. Levinge reported in July 1861 that they #lto lodge privacy
declarations covering assistants, kept unclaimed letters, and overlooked the maintenance of date stamps.
In December 1862 the department appointed Mary McLaren to Cassilis Post Office after the departure
of William Piper, storekeeper. Her predecessor objected to having to work late into the night,
dispensing letters and preparing mail for early-morning dispatch — all for just 25 pounds a year. In the
circumstances his business came first. In August 1865 Headquarters chose Sarah Sneden to run
Millfield’s non-official facility for 12 pounds per annum. The teaching assistant replaced store holder
Henry Crother who resigned after his small allowance was withheld for failing to submit the monthly
account. For as long as men rejected departmental terms of employment, women constituted a cheap
source of labour.

This article has been compiled by Derek Dolstra but is largely based on Ross McLachlan’s 2009
University of NSW PhD thesis A Marriage of Convenience; Women and the Post Office in New South
Wales, 1838 to 1938.

With thanks to Ross McLachlan

To be continued
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THE UNITED STATES POST OFFICE IN SHANGHAI

Your editor has a rudimentary collection of postage stamps, covers and cards from a variety of
foreign post offices that operated in China before 1949. The main ones were the British, German,
Russian, French and Indo-Chinese post offices. The scarcest are the Italian and Unites States ones.

So he was excited to buy a very shoddily postmarked postcard for only $24, posted from the United
States Postal Agency in Shanghai. You can just make our “... CHINA” at the base of the date-
stamp on the duplex cancel. “1921” can also be just made out. The 2¢ U.S. stamp was not
overprinted (in 1921) for a reason that will be told later.
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POST CARD

Address

TOYO MURAKAMI Work of
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The United States were given trade concession rights in Shanghai, China in 1861. There was a
United States Postal Agency in Shanghai, from 1867. It was used by U.S. businesses operating in
China and by residents who wanted to contact friends and relatives in the U.S. It was initially run
by the U.S. Consul General.

A long ship journey across the Pacific Ocean was the main means of communication and beginning
July 1, 1903, U.S. domestic postal rates were allowed for any mail in either direction between the
U.S. Postal Agency in Shanghai and the United States or its possessions.

Great Britain had been the first country to operate a postal agency in Shanghai and had the most
business interests. In 1843 a British settlement was allowed by the Chinese government in
Shanghai, which was a port city off the East China Sea/Pacific Ocean and an inlet of the Yangtze
River which provides access to the interior of China. The British administered their area under
British Law and were not subject to local laws. Following were the United States and France, and
eventually up to 19 countries had their own “concession” areas in Shanghai, whose land remained
under Chinese sovereignty.

The mail from the U.S. Postal Agency had increased to the point that a separate Post Office was
required. An independent post office opened up in 1907 with John Darrah as the Postmaster.

S

The cover, above, was sent from the U.S. Postal Agency in Shanghai on 29" May 1915 to Providence,
the capital of Rhode Island. It travelled via Nagasaki in Japan by sea, by sea to possibly San Francisco,
and then overland by train. Chinese mails for Europe was on-sent from New York across the Atlantic.
The cancellation Type and the use of non-overprinted stamps date from the period 1900 to 1919. The
first overprinted stamps were issued in May 1919 but not issued to the public until 1% July 1919.

The first ‘SHANGHATI overprinted stamps were issued in May 1919. The surcharged values on the
overprints were double the face value. This reflected the local value in Chinese currency. So, a 1¢ green
stamp surcharged “Shanghai 2¢ China” paid the corresponding 1¢ U.S. domestic postcard rate. All of
the overprints were in black except for the $2 on $1 and 7c values which were overprinted in red.
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In 1922 the Postal Agency ran out of overprinted stamps and they issued new overprinted stamps.
These differed from the earlier ones inasmuch as the old 2¢ now read “2 Cts”.

The U.S. Postal Agency was officially closed on 31* December 1922. All remaining overprinted
stamps were returned to the Philatelic Bureau in the Washington. They were later sold to collectors until
the supply was exhausted.

This image shows the Shanghai duplex cancel

There were some earlier overprints prepared locally in China by Postmaster Darrah, but he was severely
reprimanded by the U.S. postal administration and was told not to sell these stamps.

The value of the local Chinese currency generally traded at 2-to-1 to the U.S. dollar. Prior to the
surcharges, payment had to be made in U.S. dollars for postage stamps, which was an inconvenience to
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users. For approximately one year, beginning in October 1921, the overprinted U.S. stamps were
withdrawn from sale, because the local currency fell in relation to the U.S. dollar, creating the
opportunity for currency arbitrage.

The era of foreign concessions in China continued after 1922 and the emergence of communism in
China, the Japanese invasion of Shanghai in 1932, and by the end of 1941 all foreign settlements had
been occupied by the Japanese.
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The “you wish” cover, above, from1876, sold by Delcampe for €400

MILTON ULLADULLA STAMP CLUB

Saturday 29" April 2023 * 10am to 3pm *
St. Martin Church Hall, Ulladulla

Corner of Green St and Princes Hwy
- Buying and Selling -

Free advice & appraisal for all Stamp Collections and Free Admission

Free Parking behind the Church and in the Civic Centre Car Park Next Door

Enquiries: ~ Steven Seatle — 0473 900 901 or Mike Spicar - 02 4454 5411
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OPALTON, Queensland

Opalton was the largest and richest Queensland Opal deposit known. It is 123km
south of Winton on a very rough, dirt road.
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THE OPALTON POST OFFICE

The Opalton Receiving Office opened in 1895. The first Receiving Office Keeper
was Joseph Conway who ran a store and was also a local grazier. The Receiving
Office was up-graded to a Post Office in 1896. Joseph Conway was also appointed
the first postmaster. In 1897 was Hans Jansen, a storekeeper, took over.

Opalton was again reduced to a Receiving office about July 1908. It finally closed
about January 1909. About that time the town had become completely abandoned.

OPALTON HISTORY

1887 — George Cragg, head stockman on Warranbool Downs discovered precious
opal on the eastern flat of Sandy Creek, the site later becoming known as Opalton.
He was told by Station Manager at the time — “Don’t waste your time, throw it away,
its valueless™.

1888 — George Cragg, discovers opal on the southern side of Horse Creek. He quit
his job and registered the Cragg Mine, becoming the first opal mine and first full-
time opal miner in North Queensland.

June 1894 — George McLennan, 19, station hand on Fermoy Station began his first
mine on what became the ‘Brilliant Claim’ at Opalton. Very quickly the field
developed as it became renowned for its enormous volume and quality of its opal.
Everything possible was done by local graziers to discourage the development of the
field. The Winton newspaper at the time run by grazing interests, refused to report
the discovery and very little of its later development

May 1895 — approximately 70 people were working field,

Sept 1895 — approximately 250 people were working field.
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November 1895 — Opalton was named by the Queensland Postal Department. It had
been originally called the Fermoy Opal Field, but confusion with other opal mines 30
km away on Fermoy station caused the name change. Also the Police barracks
opened at Opalton. Their presence was short and turbulent, closing down six years
later on 14 September 1901. They reportedly continually harassed miners working
without a Miners Right and turned a blind eye to sly grog merchants. The miners had
formed a committee early 1895 to ban alcohol and gambling on the field.
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A sign marks the site of the Opalton Hotel on what was once the main street.
Apparently the post office and general store were adjacent.

June 1896 — the population exceeded 600 people with an influx of new miners with
their wives and children.

1896 — The largest opal in the world was found. It was an opalised tree trunk over 3
meters long and 30cm round — mined near Conway’s workings at Opalton.

Water shortages made conditions difficult when Sandy Creek dried up with water
then carted from Bluebush 10kms away. Because of water issues the field had a large
turnover of population in dry periods and the ‘Federation’ Drought at the turn of the
century started Oplaton’s demise. Simply, there was no water to be had.
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Opalton opal diggings circa-1898

1902 — The population of Opalton was reduced to 35 people, all still living and
working there at the height of the drought. The Opalton Hotel closed with the start
of World War I the mining industry declined to virtually nothing for the next fifty
years.

Late 1960’s — Three Opal Miners (Ao Grotjahn, Walter Linek and Albert Reiss)
moved to Opalton and started mining. It was not long, and others soon followed. In
the early 1970’s Peter Russell, Vince Evert and Ron McKenzie were next to set up
camp in Opalton and start mining.

In 1983, when your editor visited Opalton, the population had been 4 miners — but
that was reduced to 2 when one of them shot dead his partner after an argument.

1993 — Four (new) Opalton miners pooled their resources and built the Opalton
Outpost. They also petitioned for the mail run to be extended from Weona Station to
Opalton. The first phone services were introduced to the field and Opalton got a
public phone box installed. A free locked bag mail service operates once a week
between Winton and Opalton.
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OPALTON, Queensland

OPALTON “540” BARRED NUMERAL OBLITERATOR

Manning (2009) recorded the use of a Type 2b, “540” barred numeral obliterator at
Opalton. He gave it an “RRRR” rarity rating.

The piece, above, shows two impressions of the Type 2b, “540” barred
numeral obliterator of Opalton cancelling three 2d blue Queen Victoria ‘4-
corners’ (Crown over ‘Q” watermark, perf 127 x 13) and one 1d vermilion
Queen Victoria ‘4-corners’ (Crown over ‘Q” watermark, perf 12% x 13)
stamps, both of 1897. Only a small part of what is assumed to be an
“[OPALTON] /[???]/99 / [QIUEENSLAND” date-stamp impression is
visible.

The piece is from a registered cover, found among other items that were all
addressed to Tattersalls’ Lottery in Hobart.

RUSSIAN COINS FROM SIBERIA (AND
ALASKA TOO)

Tony Read at the Club’s March meeting said that at our 2023 Expo Tony Byrne had a
number of Russian coins that he was interested in. The Russian coins were form the
reign of Catherine the Great (Ekaterina in Russian). He was he was very interested in the
Russian coins issued for the then colony of Siberia. They appear to be the only coins
Issued specifically by Russia for Siberia.
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Russia took several centuries — from the 15" to the 18" - to conquer all of Siberia. It
was governed as a colony.

These late-18" Century (1760’s to 1780) Siberian kopec coins enjoyed a limited
circulation on Russian colonial territory and entreports in North America, extending as
far south as Fort Ross in California.

Catherine the Great (reigned 1762 to 1796). She governed at a time when the
Russian Empire was expanding rapidly by conquest and diplomacy

Fort Ross was in another Russian colony called Russian America. That was the name
for the Russian Empire's colonial possessions in North America from 1799 to 1867. It
consisted mostly of present-day Alaska in the United States, but also included the
outpost of Fort Ross in California, and three forts in Hawaii, including Russian Fort
Elizabeth. Russian Creole settlements were concentrated in Alaska, including the
capital, New Archangel , which is now Sitka in Alaska.

After first landing in Alaska in 1741, Vitus Bering claimed the Alaskan country for
the Russian Empire. Though the Alaskan colony was never very profitable because of
the costs of transportation, most Russian traders were determined to keep the land for
themselves. .Russia later confirmed its rule over the territory with the Ukase of

1799 which established the southern border of Russian America along the 55th
parallel north. The decree also provided monopolistic privileges to the state-
sponsored Russian-American Company and established the Russian Orthodox
Church in Alaska.

Russian Alaska initially prospered from the fur trade, but by the mid-19th century,
overhunting and logistical challenges led to its gradual decline. With most
settlements abandoned by the 1860s, Russia sold its last remaining possessions to the

United States in 1867 for $7.2 million.
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A later version of the George V Efficiency Medal with an ‘Australia’ bar and an
image of Queen Elizabeth 11

An Australian military medal of interest is the Efficiency Medal. It originally
featured King George V with the Commonwealth bar for “AUSTRALIA”.

It also has the ‘stitch-on’ type second award ribbon bar being of the King’s crown
type i.e. the King's crown has the convex top. This oval medal was struck in silver
and measures 39mm high by 32mm across. Its ornate fixed suspension bar has been
cleverly designed from two branches of laurel leaves with a scrolled patinated bar
across them on which the name of the relevant country appears, so in our case here it
is “AUSTRALIA”.

The crowned effigy of King George V faces left with his various titles around the
border on the front of the medal. The reverse is quite plain with the inscription being
“FOR EFFICIENT SERVICE” and is common to all this type of medal. The ribbon is
green with a yellow strip down each side. Each of these Efficiency Medals was
named in sans-serif capitals.

The Efficiency Medal was instituted on 17th October, 1930, after it was decided to
replace several other medals namely the Territorial Efficiency Medal, the Militia
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal and Commonwealth equivalents. The medal
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was awarded for twelve years’ service in British Territorial or Militia units or their
counterparts in the Commonwealth services, thus all the various bars. With the death
of King George VI, his daughter’s effigy (H.M. Queen Elizabeth I1) was featured on
the medal. In 2000 the authorities decided to replace this medal with the Volunteer
Reserve Service Medal, so it was discontinued.

The medal could be awarded to part-time warrant officers, non-commissioned
officers and men after twelve years of continuous efficient service on the active list
of the Militia, the Territorial Army or of any other Auxiliary Military Force of the
British Empire. War service was reckoned two-fold, as did service in West Africa,
although service by natives of West Africa and periods spent on leave counted only
singly. Service during the period from 3 September 1939 to 1 March 1950 inclusive
need not have been continuous, while breaks in service under certain specified
conditions, though not counting as qualifying service, were not considered as a break
in the twelve years of continuous service qualifying for the medal.

Clasps could initially be awarded to holders of the medal upon completion of
eighteen and twenty-four years of efficient service. This was amended on 26 August
1944 to authorise the award of additional clasps for each additional completed period
of six years of efficient service after twenty-four years. Post war, the maximum
number of clasps awarded to one recipient is Six.

A further amendment on 10 May 1946 made part-time officers who served during
the Second World War also eligible for the award of the medal and clasp, provided
they were serving on the active list of the Territorial Army, the Auxiliary Territorial
Service or any Auxiliary Military Force on 2 September 1939 and were embodied or
called up for war service. The reason for this amendment originated from the
anomaly that, during the war, a large number of officers were commissioned from the
ranks, and merely by the fact that they were so promoted owing to their efficiency,
would be denied the right to the Efficiency Medal. Such officers were allowed to
reckon their service as officers as qualifying service for the medal and clasps.
Officers who had already qualified for the award of the Efficiency Decoration before
that date were, however, not eligible.

Commonwealth bars were authorised for countries such as Southern Rhodesia, St
Christopher Nevis, New Zealand, Hong Kong, British Guiana, Burma, Canada,
Malaya, Antigua, Barbados, Gold Coast, India, Grenada, Guernsey, Mauritius, Fiji,
Ceylon, Jersey, British Honduras and Gibraltar to name a few.

Adapted from an article in the Bathex 2015 Newsletter #2
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