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The NEWSLETTER   OF   THE   ORANGE    
COIN AND   STAMP CLUB 
INCORPORATED 

 
 

Our Club’s 56th Year 
 

 
 

 
 

THE CLUB MEETS AGAIN ON TUESDAY 
NIGHT, 25th AUGUST 2020

 
OUR MONTHLY CLUB COIN & STAMP FAIR IN THE 
CULTURAL CENTRE ON SATURDAY 5th SEPTEMBER 2020 
IS ON TOO!  
 

We need to make an effort to control 1.5m distancing.  Wear a mask if you feel 
you need to.  If you have a temperature, cold or flu-like symptoms stay at home. 
 

Orange City Council have given us a page of conditions for using the Cultural 
Centre.  These are shown on the next page.  They have supplied us with a bottle 
of sanitiser and some wipes. 
 

We held our first post-lockdown monthly coin & stamp fair in the Cultural 
Centre on Saturday 1st August and everything seemed to go okay. 

 
25 AUGUST 2020 
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Conditions of Use Statement for the Orange Cultural Centre: -  
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OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING 
IS ON TUESDAY 25 
AUGUST 2020 
 

 
The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St 

 
The Club’s first post-lockdown monthly 
meeting is on next Tuesday night, the 25th 
August 2020 at the Orange Cultural Centre 
 
It’s in Sale St, Orange.  It’s the building 
that used to be a school. It’s on the right 
hand side as you enter the Woolworths Car 
Park.  The building is sort of opposite 
Harris Farm Market, but entrance is from 
the mini-park on the Sale St frontage. 
 
 
OUR ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING IS LIKELY TO BE 
HELD ON TUESDAY 29th 
SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
If the 25th August 2020 meeting agrees, the 
deferred annual general meeting is likely 
to be held immediately after the Tuesday 
29th September 2020 monthly meeting. 
 
Club members (only) will notice the 
attached, audited, annual accounts for 
2019-20. 
 
Annual membership dues for 2020-2021 
($7) will become due immediately after 
the annual general meeting.  Save your $7 
till then, 
 
 

OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK 
IS DOING ITS ROUNDS 
 
Colin Richardson advises that circuit book 
has started to circulate once more. 
 
However, please us this time to make up 
circuit pages for when it re-commences. 
 
Please contact Colin direct 
Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com 
Ph: 63690634 
A blank circuit book page is at the back of 
this newsletter. Make a copy. 
 

Orange Spring Fair 2019 
participating dealers – 
please continue to 
support them:-  
Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 
2000    Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax 
(02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 
Canberra) – PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)                 
Buying and Selling 
 
Orange Stamps & Coins 
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  
             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling - Stamps, Coins, 
Banknotes, Accessories, etc. 
Phil & Win Morehouse, 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 
4087, Email – 
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. 
World-wide stamps bought and sold 

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of 
Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 
 

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au


 - Page  - 5 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 25 AUGUST 2020 

 
DATES FOR 2020 & FOR 
2021 
 
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meetings resume, 7.30pm Tuesday 25th 
August 2020, Orange Cultural Centre  
 
SCDAA Petersham Fair for 30 August 
2020 has been cancelled as the 
Petersham Town Hall is being re-
furbished. 
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
fair at the Orange Cultural Centre, 
Saturday 5th September 2020, 9-1   
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, followed by the annual general 
meeting, 7.30pm Tuesday 29th September 
2020, Orange Cultural Centre  
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly fair 
at the Orange Cultural Centre, Saturday 3rd 
October 2020, 9-1   
 
Canberra Fair, 10 October 2020 
 
PHILAS Open Day, PHILAS House, 
Saturday 17th October 2020 
 
Newcastle Half-National Exhibition 2-4 

October 2020, Newcastle 
CANCELLED now for 
October next year 2021 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm Tuesday 27th October 
2020, Orange Cultural Centre  
 
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm Tuesday 25th August 
2020, Orange Cultural Centre  
 
 
ANDA Sydney Money Show, 24 & 25 

October 2020, Lower Town Hall, 
Sydney 

 

Perth Stamp & Coin Fair 30 October-1 
November 2020. 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
fair at the Orange Cultural Centre, 
Saturday 24th November 2020, 9-1   
 
Hobart Stamp Show 2010: National 
One Frame Exhibition 13-15 November, 
2020. Hobart Town Hall   has been 
CANCELLED 

hobartstampshow2020.com.au 
PHILAS Auction#137, PHILAS House, 
Saturday 14th November 2020 
 
Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 21 & 22 
November 2020, Sturt Primary School, 
White Avenue, Karingal, Wagga 
 
SCDAA Petersham Stamp, Coin & 

Banknote Fair, Petersham Town 
Hall, 29 November 2020. 
SCDAA Petersham Fair has 
been cancelled 

 
Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 15-16 May 
2021, Sturt Primary School, White 
Avenue, Karingal, Wagga 
 
Toowoomba National One-Frame 

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021 
 
Newcastle Half-National Exhibition 

Date changed from 2-4 
October 2020 to Friday 21 
October to Sunday 23 October 
2021 Newcastle Showground 
Exhibition Centre, Broadmeadow 

 
ITEMS FOR THIS 
NEWSLETTER AND 
CORRESPONDENCE TO 
THE CLUB 
Items for this newsletter could be 
posted to the Secretary at the Club’s 
postal address: -PO Box 324 
ORANGE 2800 
Better still you could e-mailed to: - 
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone 63 614 872 
 
 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 

 
Whether you want advice or can’t find what you’re looking for, contact us. We have a wide array of 

collectables in our store and our friendly team will be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 
2047, or send an email to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or shop on-line.  

 
Now open regular trading hours 
Regular Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm 
Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Sunday & Public Holiday – CLOSED 

………………………………………………………………… 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
 

 
 
 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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Here are some of the recent crop of Coronavirus stamps from Taiwan, the United 
Nations & Brazil:-  
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ORANGE STAMPS AND COINS 
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 2800 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 
Ebay store: http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins 

 
                                

IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE NOW 

 

 
 
Renniks Australian Coin & Banknote Values [30th Ed.] [R27] 
This comprehensive guide to Australian Coins & Banknote Values contains over 3850 photographs, and thousands of 
valuations. This book is a must for all collectors, whether you are an advanced collector or a beginner. Latest 
information compiled on computer databases ensures up to date accuracy of pricing. Quality reproduction of photos 
makes it easy to identify items.  
Covered are copper, silver, gold, nickel and allow coins and notes used in Australia from 1800 to present. 
Subjects include Pre-Decimal and Decimal currency, as well as privately issued . . . 
 
 
Softcover -RRP $39-95   ...    My price $35-00 
Hardcover – RRP $49-95 ...    My price $45-00 
 

  
 

 
 

Place an order via email or telephone. Payment can be made by PayPal or 
credit card.          Postage costs kept to a minimum. 

We are only a phone call away......02 6362 2368 (please leave message) 
 

Shop direct on my EBay store -   http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins 
 

mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
https://renniks.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/9780987338693-SC-3D.jpg
http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
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THE AUSTRALIAN ONE POUND NOTE 
 
The first Australian one-pound - £1 note was issued in September, 1913. It is blue with the words 
`The Commonwealth of Australia’ on the top with the Coat of Arms on the obverse. Three 
miners working in the Victoria quartz mine Bendigo, Victoria are pictured on the reverse. It was 
printed between 1913 and 1918. 
 
Throughout World War I demand for £1 notes grew so rapidly the printer could not produce 
enough on the available printers. During 1914-15 two types of emergency notes were printed by 
the Government Printer. The first type used old printing plates of the English & Australian Bank 
Ltd with the year 1894 and a vertical superscription overprint to show they were government- 
issue on the obverse. The basic colour is blue/pink. The reverse is almost indistinguishable and is 
blue/yellow in colour with numbers `1’. They are quite large in size and would be difficult to fit 
into modern day wallets without folding. 
 
The other emergency notes are blue/orange in colour (dubbed the Rainbow Pound) and were 
printed from a new design with the words `Australian Note The Treasurer of the Commonwealth 
of Australia promises to pay the Bearer One Pound in gold on demand at the Commonwealth 
Treasury at the seat of Government’. The reverse is orange and mauve with the words `One 
Pound’. The quality of the design and the printing made it easy to forge and so it didn’t last long. 
 
The Coat of Arms is on all subsequent £1 notes issued. The 1918 to 1923 issues are a 
continuation of the 1913 to 1918 issues with different signatures. From 1913 to 1923 notes were 
issued by the Treasury with an acknowledgement of `T S Harrison Australian Note Printer’. 
Since then notes were issued by the Commonwealth of Australia Bank Board. 
 
The 1923 to 1926 issues are of a completely different design, light green (the basic green colour 
was maintained until 1966), smaller in size than previous issues with King George V (1865–
1936) pictured on the obverse. He was the first monarch to appear on an Australian banknote. 
Then the Duke of York, he opened the first Parliament of Australia on 9 May, 1901. George V 
succeeded his father, Edward VII, to the British throne in 1910. On the reverse is a scene 
depicting the landing of Captain James Cook on the southern side of Botany Bay in 1770. 
 
The 1926 to 1933 issues are dark green with the same design as the 1923 to 1926 issues with 
different signatures. 
 
The 1933 to 1938 issues are also dark green with a completely different design showing a profile 
of with King George V (1865–1936) on the obverse with a watermark of Edward, Prince of 
Wales (later Edward VIII). The pastoral industries (sheep – there were relatively few cattle in 
Australia at the time) depicted on the reverse. They are significantly smaller in size than earlier 
issues. 
 
The 1933 series was known as the 'Ash' series after John Ash who succeeded TS Harrison as the 
Australian Note printer in 1927. Australia left the gold standard in early 1930s so notes no longer 
carried the Government promise to pay the bearer in gold. The notes specified `This note is legal 
tender in the Commonwealth and in all Territories under the control of the Commonwealth’. 
 
The 1938 to 1953 issues are slightly different in design showing King George VI on the obverse 
and the pastoral industries on the reverse. 
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There are two watermarks – Captain James Cook in the left oval and the words `One Pound’ 
behind the signatures. These same watermarks are also in the 1953 to 1966 issues. 
 
 

 
 
The 1953 to 1966 issues. Queen Elizabeth II was first portrayed on an Australian banknote in 
1953. She succeeded her father King George VI to the throne in 1952, with her coronation in 
1953. She was the first reigning monarch to visit Australia when she toured in 1954 and opened 
the Commonwealth parliament. 
 
She is shown wearing the George IV State Diadem, surrounded by Pin-cushion Hakea (Hakea 
laurina,) a native plant of Western Australia. She continued to appear on single denominations in 
subsequent series. In 1966 she was portrayed in the regalia of the Order of the Garter on the $1 
banknote. Reliefs of the explorers Charles Sturt (on left) and Hamilton Hume (on right) are on the 
reverse. 
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Intrigued by the possibility of a vast lake or ‘inland sea’ at Australia’s centre, Charles Napier 
Sturt (1795–1869) a British Officer, conducted a series of explorations of the country’s interior. 
In 1828 he explored the Macquarie River region in western NSW, with the assistance of 
Hamilton Hume; the expedition located the Darling River, named after the NSW Governor, Sir 
Ralph Darling. 
 
The following year Sturt travelled along the Murrumbidgee River until it met the Murray River, 
which he named after Sir George Murray, Secretary of State for War and the Colonies, unaware 
that it was the same river that Hamilton Hume had named the Hume River after his father, five 
years earlier. 
 
Sturt led another expedition in 1844, with instructions from the Colonial Office to determine the 
existence of a dividing range in Australia’s interior. He reached the Simpson Desert before 
returning to Adelaide, ‘almost totally blind, blackened by sun and scurvy’, and with the 
realisation that neither an inland sea nor a dividing range existed at Australia’s centre. He 
travelled further into the country’s interior than previous Europeans, and his Narrative of an 
Expedition into Central Australia provided a detailed account of his journey. He observed the 
presence of metal within rocks in the area later known as Broken Hill. 
 
Hamilton Hume (1797–1873), was born on his family’s property known as Seven Hills, near the 
present-day Sydney suburb. In 1824 he established with William Hilton Hovell an overland route 
between NSW and Corio Bay - Port Phillip Bay, at the site of Geelong, Victoria. He is 
commemorated by the Hume Highway.  

 

 
Richard Gammie 
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ETA STAMP ALBUMS AND PEANUTS 
 
This story started with your editor’s acquired & very scrappy Eta Stamp 
Album.  It’s shown below:-  
 

 
 
In tiny script at the bottom of the bottom of the first page  it says it was “produced by 
Nut Foods Ltd of Marrickville (under Licence from H.E. Harris and Co. of Boston, 
U.S.A. (‘Copyright 1934’).”   It was printed by John Sands Ltd. In Sydney. 
 
The whole thing was a ploy.  Nut Foods Pty Ltd decided to use stamps to draw 
attention to the new ETA peanut butter in Australia.   
 
In 1st year of ETA albums, 1934, 275,000 of these albums were sold. The initial 
estimate was that only 75,000 would be required.  It cost just 6d. 
Between 1934 and 1939 it involved some 25 million postage stamps being given 
away. 
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It that period, halted when the War started, it introduced those 275,000 album 
owners to stamp collecting.  Its influence in the later development of the hobby was 
huge. 
 
The inside front cover offered the following with puchases of ETA Peanut Butter, Eta 
Salted Peanuts and Eta Mustard:-  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 - Page  - 14 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 25 AUGUST 2020 

As well as being attached to ETA products you could also, by enclosing labels, 
purchase ETA stamp packets.  The 1939 list is shown:-  
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The first page of the album asked purchasers to do Nut Foods Pty Ltd a favour: -  
 

 
 
 
THE H.E. HARRIS & CO CONNECTION & WWII 
 

 
 
1940’s magazine advertisement for ETA Peanut Butter.  From early 1940 stamps 
could no longer offered. The suppler, H.E. Harris of Boston, was no longer able 
to supply packets because of limited Wartime shipping, a moratorium on stamp 
imports in to the United Sates, and his joining the Air Force. 
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Like comics of the time, the last page of the 1934 ETA album featured an ad for H.E. 
Harris & Co’s stamp approval business. 

 
Henry Ellis Harris began selling stamps to various local drug, novelty and variety 
stores at the age of 14.   When the Washington Post offered free advertising, Harris 
seized the opportunity to begin a mail-order stamp business. He opened his first 
retail store in 1921 at Kenmore Square in Boston. 
 
Over the years, H. E. Harris's ads, which offered a quantity of stamps for a small 
amount of money (usually less than $1) on the condition that additional stamps were 
sent on approval, became ubiquitous in many magazines and comic books. While 
the company was noted for selling low-cost packets of stamps, it sold rarities as well. 
 
The company developed a fully illustrated postage stamp catalogue that sold for a 
fraction of the cost of the more detailed Scott Stamp Catalogue. 
 
Harris's business slowed due to a moratorium on stamp importation into the United 
States during World War II, so he went to England to serve in its Eighth Air Force. 
After the War, he revamped his business by acquiring the Kenmore Stamp Company 
in Kenmore, New York, in 1947 and re-establishing it in Arlington, Massachusetts 
 
In 1975, H.E. Harris sold his business to the venture capital arm of General Mills, 
which discontinued the stamps-on-approval mail-order service.   Harris died in 1977.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenmore_Square
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scott_catalogue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenmore,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlington,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Mills
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Harris stamp albums are still hugely popular and are still available in the United 
States. 
 
THE MARRICKVILLE CONNECTION 
 
The back cover of the ETA Stamp Album shows 3 of Nut Foods’ products and an 
image of their sprawling Marrickville, N.S.W. factory. 
 

 
 

Image from Stampboards 24 Sept 2015 post of Glen Stephens ozstamps 

 
The enterprise started with Charles Abel who owned a bakery in Newtown.  Inspired by 
a butter shortage in World War I, he set out to manufacture a substitute for pastry and 
cake fat. 
 
With World War I rationing and the lean times afterwards, his Marrickville Margarine 
Company flourished. In 1921 the factory had machinery installed that could extract oil 
from peanuts. It opened up a side branch of peanut products having purchased the 
entire crop (123 tonnes from 119 hectares) production from the Burnett region of 
Queensland in 1922.  
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In 1922 Marrickville Margarine purchased the entire Burnett Region in Qld peanut crop 
 
In 1925 the company adopted the name ETA for its peanut products. ETA products 
were the first major peanut products in the Southern Hemisphere. Until this time, 
peanuts were being imported from China and Japan. This step boosted the local 
production and was responsible for the establishment of the Peanut Industry in 
Queensland.  Charles Abel was the one to encouraged farmers to plant peanut crops in 
the famous Kingaroy peanut growing area. 
 
Production of ETA peanut products finished in the late-1970’s.  The company is now 
owned by the Goodman-Fielder food conglomerate.    It is a joint Hong Kong – 
Singapore owned company. Goodman-Fielder still sell ETA margarine (remember the 
“ripper Rita” ads).  The New Zealand arm of ETA was sold off to Griffins.   New 
Zealand is the only place where you can still buy ETA-brand peanut butter. 
 
THE GREAT PEANUT DIVIDE OF 1929 – PEANUT BUTTER VERSUS 
PEANUT PASTE 
 
Queensland dairy framers objected strongly to the word “butter”.  So strongly that 
regulations were Gazetted in late-1929 by the Queensland Department of Agriculture 
forbidding use of the term in connection with non-dairy products.  So in Queensland 
it had to be marketed as peanut paste.   
 
It seems the dairy industry objected to the word “butter” being used for anything 
other than the dairy product. In response, legislation was passed requiring peanut 
butter to be called “Peanut Paste”.   South Australia and Western Australia 
introduced a similar requirement, but in New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania 
“Peanut Butter” remained in use. 
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Queenslanders commonly told tales of receiving blank looks after moving interstate 
and asking for “peanut paste”. Some stick to the “paste” term with almost religious 
fervour, claiming that “peanut butter” is an Americanism and should therefore be 
shunned. 
 
This argument is spurious. In fact, our own Seventh-Day Adventist-owned 
Sanitarium Health Food Company was among the first companies in the world to 
produce peanut butter commercially in 1898. And it was known by the peanut butter 
name well into the 20th century, presumably until the powerful dairy lobby started 
objecting. 
 
Peanut butter wasn’t the only product the dairy farmers targeted. They also objected 
to Copha, made from coconut oil, and originally called coco butter. And then there 
was margarine which, for many years, could not be coloured yellow thanks to dairy 
industry pressure. At least we didn’t go as far as New Zealand, where the sale of 
margarine was totally banned from 1908 to 1974 – unless you had a doctor’s 
prescription. 
 
It’s unclear whether the peanut butter laws were repealed or whether they just 
stopped being enforced. They had certainly caused pain to manufacturers, who had 
to produce alternative packaging for the “paste” states. Many people still refer to 
“peanut paste” in those states, although it seems that from about the 1950s peanut 
butter started to become more accepted nationwide. 

https://australianfoodtimeline.com.au/wp-content/uploads/1930/09/Peanut-Paste-ad.jpg
https://australianfoodtimeline.com.au/copha-trade-mark/
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MORE ON PEANUT BUTTER & PEANUT THEMATIC STAMPS 
 

Peanut butter was apparently invented by a St Louis (United States) doctor in the 
1890s. Shortly afterwards Dr John Harvey Kellogg, the Corn Flakes man, patented a 
“Process of Preparing Nut Meal” and in 1903 Dr Ambrose Straub patented a peanut 
butter-making machine. 
As mentioned, the Sanitarium Company in Australia was one of the World’s first 
producers in 1898. 
 
Many people wrongly believe that famous US botanist Dr George Washington 
Carver, who died in 1943, invented peanut butter. Dr Carver was keen to encourage 
poor Southern US cotton farmers to rotate their crops with peanuts to improve crop 
yields. He set out to find more commercial uses for peanuts and although he didn’t 
invent peanut butter, he promoted 300 other uses for peanuts in the United States 
including glue, printer’s ink, dyes, varnish and massage oil. 
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32c stamp of 23 January 1998 
 

 
 

3c stamp of 5 January 1948 
 
There are potentially enough ‘peanut-theme’ stamps about to make a reasonable 
thematic display. Here are just a few: -  
 

 
 

2013 Edible Nuts of the Philippines issue 
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From the Uganda October 19 1975 Fruit and Vegetables set 
 

 
 

Taiwan 28 January 2015 
 
 
 

 
 

Indian Peanut Seller stamp from the 2013 Singapore Vanishing Trades setr 
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Upper Volta stamp of 1969 showing a tractor harvesting peanuts 
 
 

…AND ON TO THE AMPOL PETROL STAMP PACKETS 
 
The general success of the pre-War, ETA stamp, ‘give-aways’ led on to other 
successful product promotions.  Seemingly the largest in your editor’s junior years 
was the Ampol stamp packet give-away in the 1960’s.  Every time you bought petrol 
you (i.e. the kids) were given a pack. We didn’t have a car, but grandad did.  That’s 
another story in itself. 
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THE GERMAN-ENGLISH ZEPPELIN EXPEDITION TO 
NEW GUINEA 
 

 
 
In April 1911, Dr Wegener, the famous geophysicist, polar explorer & meteorologist, passed 
by Sydney, Australia, in the vessel Apia, whilst end-route to his appointment as director of 
the Meteorological Observatory in Apia. He announced that he was on his way to German 
New Guinea, to make preliminary arrangements for a series of journeys by airship across the 
mainland, the purpose of which was to make aerial surveys 
 
In 1913, the three colonial powers began planning for a joint expedition to New Guinea with 
the purpose of exploring and mapping the interior of the island via airship.     However, the 
Dutch backed out of the project at its very beginning. Nonetheless, the Germans and English 
continued on to schedule a planned expedition.   The voyage was postponed to 1914. The 
project assembled a joint British-German crew for the airship, with scientists from both 
countries.  

 
 

Lt Paul Gaetz when working on road construction in German East Africa in 1902 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Meteorological_Observatory_in_Apia&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airship
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Lt Paul Graetz has been described as the German ‘Indiana Jones’.  He was the first person to 
drive a car across Africa in 1907-1909. In 1911-1912 he was the first person to cross Africa 
from west to east in a motor-boat.    In 1914-15, in World War I, he was first lieutenant 
commanding officer of the military flight school and the Fokker aircraft plant in Schwerin.  
1n 1915-1918 he was founder of the predecessor company for Lufthansa.   He died on 16 
February 1968 in Africa. 
 

 
 

Lt Paul Graetz crossing Africa by car. 
 

The New Guinea proposal was considered audacious by the press of the time given the 
deteriorating relations between Germany and England.  The crew planned to fly across the 
virtually unexplored New Guinea mainland and survey Dutch, German and British territories. 
The longest planned flight would be of 800 kilometres, from the Gulf of Papua in a north-
westerly direction, and would take an estimated three days and three nights to complete. 
 
In an article in Sydney’s World’s News of 1 March 1913, Paul Graetz said that the Zeppelin to 
be used would be built in Germany, but it would have an English name. The ship delivering it 
to Port Moresby would be English too. 
 
Paul Graetz, the would-be expedition commander said, at that point, all lands and seas on 
earth had been surveyed, except for large parts of New Guinea which were still unknown, 
Millions of marks had been expended on protracted land expeditions such as the Sepik 
River explorations. Much cheaper, and speedier, results could be obtained by 
photomechanical means from the air.   Two special cameras sited 70 metres apart would be 
installed on the airship that would be employed. Vertical and oblique photographs would be 
taken by both cameras simultaneously, so that maps and a clay model could later be produced 
at any desired scale. Aerial surveys would be much superior to land surveys 
using theodolites and other conventional surveying instruments. 
 
In a report in the Adelaide’s The Register on 14 January 1913, Graeatz said a preliminary 
flight would soon be made from Berlin to London. It would be manned by a mixes crew of 
Germans and Englishmen. He added that it would be equipped with “six small machine guns 
for the protection of the expedition from the natives”. 
 
Although there were no technical reason why this project could not have succeeded, the 
expedition did not take place. The concentration of talent and experience behind the planning 
was formidable. However, there was an unforeseeable variable in between: The Airship 
Expedition was scheduled for the second half of 1914.   Unfortunately it was in the period of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_of_Papua
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sepik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sepik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodolite
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time when World War I broke out in August 1914.   The Zeppelin airships were instead being 
used to drop bombs on East Coast British cities.    Had the project succeeded, it would have 
transformed the process of surveying in New Guinea.   But it was not to be. 
 
Later in 1914, German New Guinea was occupied by Australian troops.   It is noticeable that 
at no point did the Australian Commonwealth Government express any interest in funding the 
expedition. 
 
The financial support of the expedition was provided by the issue of a series of stamps, for 
which printing beginning in July 1913. These stamps are considered cinderellas, as they were 
not valid for postage, but could be purchased as collectors' items or for use with valid 
postage.   The stamps never made it into widespread circulation, and are considered rare.   
The 2pf and 1 mark pair, above usually sell at auction for about €1500.   
 

 
Not many ‘stamps’ featured both King George and the Kaiser. 

 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeppelin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamps-Baxter_Music_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinderella_stamp
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Postcard produced by the Verlag der Hilfsstelle für vaterländische Arbeit (Publisher of the 
Aid Agency for Patriotic Work) in Berlin produced postcards advertising the Expedition. 
 

 
 
One of the 2 known copies on cover from the collection of “PostmasterGS” from his post on 
Stamp Forum of 31 Dec 2013 
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THE HUTT RIVER PROVINCE IS 
NO MORE 
The Hutt River Province, the self-declared, Ruritanian pseudo-state, north of Geraldton in 
Western Australia, is no more.  Hutt River had once issued its own passports, printed its own 
currency, its own stamps and once even declared war on Australia.   In recent years, however, 
it's been known as a quirky tourist attraction.    
 
The Principality of Hutt River was formed by Prince Leonard in 1970 after a stoush with the 
State Government over wheat production quotas.   For decades tourists from around the 
world have made the pilgrimage to have their passports stamped and purchase the local 
currency, the Hutt River Dollar. 
 

 
 
Prince Graeme, left, came to the ‘throne’ when Prince Leonard abdicated at age 91 in 2017. 

Prince Leonard passed away on 13 February 2019 
 
Early in the year a notice appeared on the Principality’s web-site:  “Our borders will be 
closed to all (including tourists) and all government external services will cease at close of 
business Friday 31st January 2020 until further notice”.     In early August 2020 Prince 
Graeme Casley  confirmed the West Australian principality “would be dissolved and the 
property sold as farmland in order to pay off a growing debt to the Australian Taxation Office 
(ATO)”.  Hutt River was ordered to pay $3 million in income tax, penalties and interest to the 
ATO in 2017 after losing a Supreme Court battle.  In 1977, following repeated demands for 
payments from the ATO, the province declared war on Australia, although the declaration was 
withdrawn several days later. 
 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-02-13/prince-leonard-who-founded-hutt-river-province-dies-aged-93/10808236
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-01/prince-leonard-of-hutt-river-principality-abdicates-to-son/8232730
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-01/prince-leonard-of-hutt-river-principality-abdicates-to-son/8232730
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-10-20/hutt-river-principality-family-loses-taxation-court-case/9071216
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Prince Graeme said the falling income from tourism due to COVID-19, along with the debt, 
were the main reasons for the dissolution.      "We are meeting with the ATO to try and come 
up with a more favourable figure," he said. 

 
Official map of Hutt River Province 

 

 
 

 
The Hutt River Province souvenir shop where once you could buy the ‘coinage’ and ‘stamps’ 

of the Province. It was the only place you could spend it. 
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The Late Prince Leonard Causley with Princess Shirley in 1988 
 
So……..it’s the end of the countless coin issues and the less-frequent stamp issues of the 
Province.      Coin World in 2015 reported that the Hutt River Province, was, if not the 
most prolific coin-issuing secessionist state in history, was among the top 
contenders. 
 

 
 

 
 
The first coins for Hutt River appeared in 1976, a series of issues denominated 5, 10, 25 and 50-cents, with an outpouring 
of issues to follow. 
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In 1977 $1 coins were struck to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of Elizabeth II. These coins 
are known as "holey dollars" a nickname which is applied to the extremely rare News South 
Wales coin.  

 
Coins of the same design were struck again in 1978, without the inscription "Queens's Jubilee". 

Thirty Dollar coins afterwards became a feature of the Province’s commemorative coin 
emissions because, unlike the lower-denomination coins, the cost of minting could be better 
recovered. 

 
 

During the Gulf War, Hutt River issued an abundant series of coins marking the machinery, methods and men of the war.      

 

 

During the 1990s, a popular series from Hutt River showcased pioneers of American baseball. These include individuals like 
Alexander Cartwright and Abner Doubleday, names recognizable to any serious baseball historian.   A 2010 
commemorative issue marking the 40th anniversary of Hutt River’s founding is apparently the most recent coin issue from 
Hutt River.  

https://simple.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Silver_Jubilee_of_Elizabeth_II&action=edit&redlink=1
https://simple.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Holey_dollar&action=edit&redlink=1
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The coin values are backed up by their inherent bullion value.   The $100 gold coins are 
certainly now worth a lot more than their face value.  Some coins were only gold-plated.  A 
lot of the other commemorative coins were all silver. 
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The 22 carat gold-plated Desert Storm Air 

War 12 coin ‘proof’ set of 1991 

 

 
 
And then there were the ‘banknotes’……. 
 
The values were 10c, 20c, 50c, $1 and $2. 
 
At least, once, you could have bought something from the Hutt River Shop with these.  Since 
the demise of the Province they have gone the way of the Confederate Dollar. They buy 
nothing.  However, they are interesting curiosities (a bit like owning Confederate Dollars).  
Sets are actually quite scarce and you would expect to pay $20 to $25 a set on e-bay 
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Here is something that arrived uninvited on your editor’s e-mail: -  
 
“Hello 
“I am from Belgium & I am interested to exchange stamps. 
I'm looking for stamps of Australia & also another countries of Océania ((like 
Christmas Island, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, New Caledonia, Vanuatu, ...) : I miss 
many stamps.’ 
“I give stamps of Belgium, France, Switzerland, Spain, Germany but also almost 
all European countries and other originating in the world.  
Can you ask your members if an exchange interested? 
My email: guybarbe@yahoo.fr   
or my address : Guy Barbé   98 rue du Petit Bruxelles   1430 Rebecq   Belgium 
P.S.: If some have stamps showing fauna (especially birds) & flora from another 
Oceanian countries, I am also interested.” 
Regards 

G Barbé” 

Someone may be interested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:guybarbe@yahoo.fr
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