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The

DUE THE PUBLIC HEALTH NOTICE ISSUED on 26 AUGUST
2021, FOR THE PERIOD UP TO MIDNIGHT ON FRIDAY 10
SEPTEMBER IMPOSING ‘LOCK-DOWN’

THE AUGUST 31 MEETING
HAS HAD TO BE CANCELLED

Our Club’s 56th Year 31 August 2021
No meeting

ISSUE #231

THE MONTHLY MINI-FAIR IN THE ORANGE
CULTURAL CENTRE FOR SATURDAY 2021 has
ALSO BEEN CANCELLED

The next monthly meeting followed by
our AGM is due to be held on Tuesday
28" September 2021

Here is something to read instead.
Stay safe
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The Club table at our April 2007 Orande Coin & Stamp Expo. That year, Exo was held on

the Kenna Hall. Tony Richards is standing in front of Norm Binns. Tony Read, on the left, is

talking to a customer.

OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING
IS ON 28" SEPTEMBER
2021

AT THE CONCLUSION OF
THAT MEETING WE WILL
MOVE ON TO OUR 2021
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

ALL SUBJECT TO ANY
FURTHER COVID LOCKDOWNS

This notice is formal notice of the
annual general meeting to be held at
the Orange Cultural Centre after the
7.30pm monthly meeting at the

Orange Cultural Centre in Sale St.on
28" September 2021.

At the annual general meeting
proposed to be held on Tuesday 28"
September 2021, all positions will be
declared vacant and electrons will be
held for all of the committee positions
and those listed in the bye-laws.

At the conclusion of the September
AGM your membership dues for
2021-22 will become due. Normally
this is $7 a year, but last year because
of Covid disruptions it was reduced to
$5. That meeting will review the cost
of 2021-22 membership.
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The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St

For our 28™ September 2021
meeting, it is highly likely that
we will have to wear face-
masks, use sanitiser, and
record your name and contact
phone number (for Council).
Orange Council requires a
maximum of one person is for
every 4 square metres of
space. The room can take 27
persons.

The next monthly coin & stamp mini-fair
is in the Orange Cultural Centre is planned

for Saturday 2" October from 9 to about
1.

Our meeting and the monthly fair are held
in Sale St, Orange. It’s the building that
used to be a school. It’s on the right hand
side as you enter the Woolworths Car
Park. The building is sort of opposite
Harris Farm Market, but entrance is from
the mini-park on the Sale St frontage.

DON’T FORGET OUR
CLUB’S POSTAL
ADDRESS HAS CHANGED
TO PO BOX 9113,
ORANGE 2800

The Club has taken a smaller PO Box at
East Orange LPO in lieu of Box 324. PO

i Boxes at East Orange have 8000 or 9000

= Our new postal address is: -

ORANGE COIN & STAMP

-;CLUB

COVID CASUALTY 1:
PHILAS AUCTION #139
POSTPONED YET AGAIN

Greame Morris has previously that the
PHILAS Auction at PHILAS House in
Darlinghurst has been postponed until
Saturday 14™ August 2021. Because of
the lockdown that date has now been
cancelled.

Because of COVID-19 restrictions in
Sydney, Philas House is closed. It will not
open until the end of September.

Full details are on the website

https://www.philas.net.au which will be
kept up-to-date, so check it from time to
time.

COVID CASUALTY 2:
ORANGE STAMPS & COINS
AUCTION #8 POSTPONED
YET AGAIN

Members will be no doubt aware that
Orange Stamps & Coins Auction #8 which
was scheduled for Saturday 17" of July
2021 had to be cancelled and was
rescheduled for Saturday 28 August 2021.
Now because of lockdown that date has
had to be cancelled. The auction has been
deferred until a later date.

All items listed in the Auction #8
catalogue remain for sale. The only thing
that has changed is the date.


https://www.philas.net.au/
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Orange EXPO 2021

please continue to
support them:-

Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney,
2000 Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax
(02)9290 3710
WWW.WYynyardcoins.com.au

A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from
Canberra) — PO Box 53, MITCHELL,
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)
Buying and Selling

Orange Stamps & Coins
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288,
Orange, 2800;

Mobile 0427 107 554
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com
Buying and Selling - Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

Pittwater Philatelic Service -
(John Pearson) Newport Beach.
Phone (02)9979 1561
Email:
pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au

Phil & Win Morehouse,
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707
4087, Email -
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au.
World-wide stamps bought and sold

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of
Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760.
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
Buying & selling World stamps

Pacific Rim Coins
(Chris Buesnell)

Level 3 / 1 Central Avenue, Lane Cove.

Phone 02 9418 6593
www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com

DATES FOR 2021 & 2022

Orange-Coin-&Stamp-Club-menthly
CentreTuesday-31% - August 2021
CANCELLED

Oranhge-Coin-&-Stamp-Club-menthly

fair at the Orange Cultural Centre,

Saturday-4"-September 2021 9-1

CANCELLED

Northern Suburbs Philatelic Society’s A

Winter’s Day with Stamps rescheduled to
25 September 2021 at St Leonards

Church Hall, Willoughby Road,
Naremburn

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
meeting. Followed by the annual general
meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural
Centre, Tuesday 28" September 2021

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
fair at the Orange Cultural Centre,
Saturday 2" October 2021, 9-1

Toowoomba National One-Frame

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021
With the current state of lockdowns in

many areas of Australia, the
Committee has thought it prudent to
put in place our contingency plan to
ensure Toowoomba 2021 goes ahead.
The contingency plan is to run a virtual
exhibition, similar to AusVipex 2020,
which was conducted last year. A
virtual Exhibition will enable the
Toowoomba 2021 National One-
Frame Exhibition to take place,
regardless of what health restrictions
are in place come October.

Philas Open Day, PHILAS House, 16th
October 2021, 10-4pm

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural
Centre, Tuesday 26" October 2021

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
fair at the Orange Cultural Centre,
Saturday 6" November 2021, 9-1


http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
http://www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com/

- Page -5 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 31 AUGUST 2021

Campbelltown Club’s Fisher’s Ghost
Stamp Fair Sunday 7" November
— at Campbelltown Council’s
Civic Hall from 9am. 2 Auctions
at 11 and 1.30. Free gift for all
attendees. 3 or 4 dealers in
attendance, but all subject to
Covid.

PHILAS Auction #139, Saturday 13t
November 2021 at PHILAS
House, Darlinghurst (maybe)

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 27-28
November 2021, Sturt Primary School,
White Avenue, Karingal, Wagga

Bathurst and District Remembers World
War 2 Exhibition 2021’ — 3-6 December
2021, marking VVJ Day and the 75th
Anniversary of the end of WW?2. The
exhibition is open from 9am to 5pm each
day except Monday which is 9am to 4pm.
The four day event will be held at the
Bathurst Showground on Sydney Road.

Canberra Stampshow 2022 & 22"
National Philatelic
Convention, 18-20 March
2022 at Thoroughbred Park,,
1 Randwick Road, Lyneham,
Canberra

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition Has
now been rescheduled for

27-29 May 2022. Entries
can now be received up to
28 February. At Newcastle
Showground Exhibition
Centre, Broadmeadow

OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK

Colin Richardson said he needs coin and
stamp pages for the next circuit books.

A sample circuit book page is reproduced on
page 38.

Colin can be contacted direct at
Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com
Ph: 63690634

ITEMS FOR THIS
NEWSLETTER AND
CORRESPONDENCE TO
THE CLUB

Items for this newsletter could be posted to
the Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -
PO Box 9113 ORANGE 2800
Better still you could e-mailed to: -
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au

-Or phone (020 63 614 872

Items can be submitted by persons
not in the Orange Club.

A new book, Tasmanian Postal Stationery by Malcolm Groom and Allen
Shetten is available at a pre-publication price of $120.00 until 19
September 2021 (p & p $20.00 within Australia). After that date, the price
is $150.00. Ordering details at www.tps.org.au

The remainder of the late Dr Lawrence Sherwin’s coin collection, that part
not retained by the Powerhouse Museum, go under the hammer at Noble’s

next Monday to Thursday


mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
http://www.tps.org.au/
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The British Guiana 1856 1c black on magenta stamp
Shortly after the 2021 sale, the British stamp dealing and philatelic publishing firm
of Stanley Gibbons announced themselves as the buyers of the stamp and stated on
a new website they would place it on public display at their flagship store located
at 399 Strand, in London’s West End. Gibbons also promised to unveil in the near
future a plan to “democratise” the stamp’s ownership.

b, Safe delivery after 143 years,
b, the Mona Lisa of stamp world

& THE world’s rarest stamp has By Danielle Desouza
. returned to Britain for the first
@ time in 143 years. one inch and features a three-
& The 1856 British Guiana 1c masted sailing ship.
& Magenta was bought for The firm’s Graham Shircore,
m¥a¢ £6.2million by Stanley Gibbons at  said it wants to let everyone “own
= auction last month. their own piece of its marvellous
o The dealer said in terms of history”. It is the survivor of 5,000
weight the “Mona Lisa of the sent to what is Guyana. Each was
stamp world” is the most signed to stop forgery.
valuable man-made item - 2.5 In 1873 it was found by a
million times pricier than goid. 12-year-old Scot in his uncle’s
It was driven from Heathrow by  papers. He sold it for six shillings
armoured truck and will go on to a collector.
display in Stanley Gibbons’ France is among 12 former
London store in a special owners.
zero-oxygen frame. The It has been on display at the

octagonal stamp is 1.14 inches by  Smithsonian in the US.

From the International Express of July 22-28 2021, thanks to Ron Wilson


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_Gibbons
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STAMP COLLECTING IS BIc TIME
BUSINESS ! WHY, THERE'S ONE
OLD, OLD STAMP FROIV BRITISH
GUIANA THAT'S WORTH MORE
THAN FIFTY THOUSAND

PITTWATER
PHILATELIC SERVICE

We carry Australia’s largest world-wide stamp
stock. We visit Orange twice a year—your
opportunity to see our vast stock in the Central
West!
www.ozemail.com.au/~pittwaterstamps/

The largest range of internet price lists in the southern
hemisphere.

Fine quality stamps of 257 "J'b
Australia, States, NZ, Lo ‘5’
N

GB & the world.

AUSTRALASIA

PO Box 259, Newport Beach. NSW. 2106.
Ph: (0412) 904295
pittwaterstamps@ozemail com.au
Make an appointment visit our offices at
Shop 18, 331-335 Barrenjoey Road, Newport Beach. NSW.
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THE AUSTRALIAN $10 NOTE - Part 1

1993 — 2015 $10 note issues are blue, orange in colour with two writers recognised
in several design elements with images of a pen nib in the clear window and
excerpts in microprint of A B "Banjo” Paterson’s popular ballad, The Man from Snowy
River and Dame Mary Gilmore’s poem No Foe Shall Gather Our Harvest.

Images illustrating the writers’ themes are featured. A horseman appears on the side
depicting Paterson, while a bush hut is shown on the side portraying Gilmore. Bramble
wattle (Acacia victoriae) and the Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua galerita appear.

Andrew Barton (Banjo) Paterson (1864—-1941) is pictured on the obverse and is
remembered as the author of folk ballads and poems with legendary status in
Australia. He was born in Narrambla, near Orange, NSW, and his grazier family
moved to lllalong in the Yass district, where his fascination for horses developed.
From 1874, Paterson attended Sydney Grammar School and qualified as a solicitor
in 1886 from Sydney University practicing law for a short time.

Using the pseudonym ‘The Banjo’ after a family racehorse, Paterson published
ballads in The Bulletin and established friendships with fellow contributors, like Henry
Lawson. His writings, including The Man from Snowy River (1895), and Clancy of the
Overflow (1889) portrayed Australian bushmen, drovers and horsemen, and
characterised them as being independent and with instinct.

The background of the $10 banknote includes imagery from The Man from Snowy
River, depicting the dramatic recovery of a colt by a skilled horseman. His first
collection of verse appeared under the title "The Man from Snowy River and Other
Verses’ in 1895 and his identity as the author ‘The Banjo’ was revealed. The book
received widespread attention and was quickly reprinted.

In 1895, Paterson visited Queensland and stayed with the Macpherson family at
Dagworth Homestead, near Winton, where he wrote the lyrics of the song Waltzing
Matilda, in response to a Scottish folksong played by Christina Macpherson. The
expression ‘waltzing matilda’ refers to a swagman or itinerant shearer travelling with
his belongings wrapped in a blanket (his matilda). The song’s lyrics have been
interpreted as alluding partly to the shearer’s strike of 1894 when Dagworth’s
shearing shed was destroyed by fire and one of the shearers, Samuel Hoffmeister,
killed himself rather than be apprehended by the police.
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Paterson travelled to South Africa in 1899 as a newspaper correspondent covering
the Boer War for The Sydney Morning Herald and Melbourne’s The Age, and
journalism began to take precedence over his legal career. During World War | his
duties included a period as an ambulance driver for the Australian Voluntary Hospital
in France and service in the Middle East in the Australian Imperial Force. Promoted
to Major, he commanded the Australian Remount Squadron, with responsibilities
including the training of horses. After the war, Paterson continued to focus on
journalism and writing, which broadened to include two novels, reminiscences and a
volume of poetry for children, The Animals Noah Forgot (1933).

The writer, poet and political activist Dame Mary Gilmore (1865-1962) is on the reverse,
in her early adulthood. Born Mary Jean Cameron at Cotta Walla, near Goulburn, NSW,
she was educated in small country schools and began her career as a teacher in
country schools, including those at Wagga Wagga, lllabo and Silverton near Broken Hill.

In 1890, Gilmore started teaching at Sydney’s Neutral Bay Public School, where she
met the poet and short-story writer, Henry Lawson. They formed an emotional
attachment and, as she later reflected, ‘The young Lawson & | were both retiring almost
to the extent of the recluse, so when we met fellowship was perhaps the deeper and the
greater. Lawson never had any secrets from me.” With Lawson, she visited the slum
areas of The Rocks in Sydney, and became increasingly concerned by the effects of
social inequality.

She gravitated towards the city’s radical politics and supported the Australian maritime
dispute of 1890 and the shearer’s strike of the following year. Through her poetry and
prose, she campaigned for a range of reforms concerning voting rights for women,
pensions and Aboriginal rights. In 1895, she left Sydney to join William Lane’s socialist
‘New Australia’ settlement in Paraguay, where she remained until 1899. While in
Paraguay she married fellow Australian colonist, William Gilmore, and in 1897 she gave
birth to William, their only child.

Returning to Australia, Gilmore continued to champion the causes of the disadvantaged
and to contribute to journals like The Bulletin. From 1908 until 1931 she edited the
women’s page of The Australian Worker and promoted reforms for social justice. She
began to publish volumes of her poetry in 1910 with Ma r andbother Verses. The
suffering of Australians during World War | was portrayed in The Passionate Heart
(1918), and her book’s royalties were donated to soldiers blinded in the war. Concern for
the destruction of Australia’s land and its damage to Aborigines led to the poems of The
Wild Swan, which appeared in 1930.
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In 1937 she was appointed Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire.
During World War Il, she wrote some of her most celebrated verse, including ‘No Foe
Shall Gat her(19yu The ppam’swhersetisdllustrated on the banknote with
an image of a bullock team transporting bales of wool and Gilmore’s manuscript of its
refrain is reproduced on the side of the note: ‘No foe shall gather our harvest, or sit on
our stockyard rail.” Excerpts from the poem also feature in microprint on the banknote.

Her striking appearance inspired the artist, William Dobell, who was commissioned by
the Australasian Book Society to paint her portrait. He recalled especially the contrast of
her white gloves against the black tones of her evening dress and coat. In the
background of the banknote is a reproduction of Dobell’s distinctive portrait.

2017 issue continues with A B Paterson and M Gilmore, and features Bramble Wattle
(Acacia victoriae) and the Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (Cacatua galerita), a
representative of the type of homestead referenced in Gilmore and Paterson's works.
The hut on the Gilmore side of the banknote references life in Australia’s bushland as
her poetry depicts. The image of the horseman on the other side of the banknote is the
designer's interpretation of a horseman from the era of Paterson’s writing.

- Richard Gammie
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BLASTFROM THEPASTNO 14WI TH “ Si mpy"”
The following items have been sourced from the Australian Post Office Philatelic Bulletin/Stamp Preview.

February 1970: This was the centenary issue of the bulletin (No 100). Bulletin No 1 was issued in August
1953 (in 2021 it is simply known as the Stamp Bulletin).

A pertinent paragraph stated “From enquiries we received, it is apparent that there are many collectors
who, because they are new to the hobby, or because they live in country areas, are not aware of philatelic
society activities, the facilities offered by stamp dealers, or the range of books and magazines available.”

| think this comment is still pertinent today. Covid19 has seen some collectors renew their interest in
philately and Facebook sites regularly receive questions and queries from people who have inherited
stamps but have little knowledge of stamps and stamp collecting. | usually advise them to seek assistance
from a stamp club in their area.

This edition also advised of the permanent re-opening of the Ayers Rock (Uluru) letter receiver. Letters
posted at the venue receive a pictorial hand postmarker impression.

There was also a two-page item on the Captain Cook bicentenary Stamp Series and advice of a number of
new first day of issue postmarkers including Albury, Griffith, Orange and Wagga Wagga.

The bulletin also advised “A temporary post office, with special postmarker, is being provided on the site of
the Cobb and Co. station in Wagga Wagga, N.S.W., 12t-21st March, 1970 for the city’s centenary of local
government.”

5/1970: This edition mainly contained details of new issues for Australia (National Development), PNG (Air
Services), Norfolk Island (Birds) and Western Samoa (Air Mail Definitive Series).

6/1970: A brief bulletin detailing new issues for PNG (ANZAAS) and Western Samoa (Captain Cook).

9/1970: Pope Paul VI was visiting Western Samoa and Australia in November/December 1970 and details
were given of relevant postmarks.

1/1971: The Australian Post Office advised “in future, philatelic sales of Australian commemorative stamps
will not be continued for more than six months after the date of issue.” The previous policy was “while
stocks lasted.”

2/1971: Special postmarks will be available for Lufthansa’s inaugural flight Sydney to Bombay on 6" April
1971 and Scone Railway Centenary from 10 — 17t April 1971.

3/1971: A special postmark was available for the Goondiwindi Stamp and Coin Club Exhibition on 30t
April and 1st May 1971.

4/1971: A 6 cent stamp will be issued on 9" June 1971 commemorating the 50" Anniversary of the Royal
Australian Air Force. Special postmarks would be available from the following post offices: RAAF Point
Cook Vic., RAAF Richmond NSW, Amberley QId., RAAF Pearce WA. & Edinburgh Airfield Post Office SA.

5/1971: A booklet titled “The Postage Due Stamps of Australia 1890 — 1961” was the 4" booklet released
by the Australian Post Office’s series on the history of Australian postage stamps. They were available
from the Philatelic Bureau for 50 cents.

7/1971: The basic postage rate increased to 7 cents from 1%t October 1971.

The Christmas issue comprised 7 x 7 cent stamps with the two green stamps forming a cross in the centre
of each pane of 25 stamps.

A special postmarker was to be made available at RAAF Base Wagga Wagga NSW on 19" November
1971 to commemorate the presentation of the Queen’s Colour by the Governor-General to the RAAF
School of Technical Training Peter Simpfendorfer
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The earliest copper coinage

The very first coins were struck in electrum, a natural alloy of gold and silver, closely followed by
coinage struck in reasonably pure gold. This metal was as much desired in ancient times as
today, so that any gold coin represented something quite valuable, with considerable purchasing
power. Gold coins were fine for buying land, a good horse or bribing government officials but not
for something mundane like the daily shopping for food. It is clear from some of the minute gold
coins that have survived, as small as a few millimetres in diameter, that the problem of small
change was recognised within a few years of the invention of coinage. Such inconveniently small
coins could be lost in the lining of a purse despite their high buying power. Some economist then
had the bright idea of making coins from something less valuable than gold, such as silver, but
even that was still sufficiently precious to require ridiculously small coins for daily use in the
market place. It was only a matter of time before someone decided to make coins from non-
precious metals like copper or bronze.

An advantage of copper being a base or non-precious metal is that coins could be struck to a
size that was functional and not actually related to the value of contained metal. It is unknown
which was the very issue of copper coins but this one struck, or more likely cast, by the city of
Himera in Sicily about 430-420 BC comes close.

The coin is 21 mm in diameter and weighs 8.85gm. Photo courtesy of CNG Numismatics.

The coin is highly functional with a decorative facing portrait of the Gorgon in an archaic style on
one side and the mark of value on the other. The three pellets refer to three uncia, the monetary
system of the time being 12 uncia to the litra. (In modern language this is 12 ounces to the
pound, a relationship which might be familiar to those who remember some of the varied
systems around before everything went decimal.) The coin was called a tetras or fourth, being
named by its relation to the litra, not by the number of uncia indicated by the three pellets. The
value was instantly recognisable by the illiterate and was probably easy to check even by the
blind, centuries before the invention of Braille. Low value coins such as this were more likely to
be the lot of blind beggars in any case. An impressive amount of economic and social history in
a small piece of copper.

By late Dr Lawrence Sherwin
1% printed in our February 2008 Newsletter



- Page -13 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 31 AUGUST 2021

WHO’S EVER HEARD OF VATHY?

Recently your editor bought an ordinary single French 10c Peace & Commerce (Pax & Mercury)
Yvert & Telier #103 stamp overprinted with something in very-dark green. It cost 99c. A hand
lens revealed the overprint as “VATHY”.
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This was something new.

A little digging revealed Vathy to be one of the French Post Offices in the Ottoman Empire.
France had been given permission along with England, Germany, Poland, Russia and Austria to
establish post offices in the Ottoman Empire.

It made sense for these nations to have post offices there. The service offered by the Ottoman
Empire Post Office dreadful. Although the Empire reached to Irag. Lebanon, Syria, Palestine and
the Adriatic Islands there were only 65 post offices. Letters were mostly not delivered to the
addressee.

When French Post Office’s presence was initially negotiated by the French government, they
were restricted to consular mail. Their use was gradually extended to the French business
community and to individuals, provided that the use the postage stamps of that post office.
French Post Offices operated at:-

T Alexandretta T Mersin

1 Beirut 1 Port Lagos
1 Candia (now Iraklion) 1 Rhodes

1 Canea (now Chania) 1 Rodosto

q Castellorizo T Salonica
1 Cavalle 1 Sinope

1 Constantinople 1 Smyrna

q Dedeagh T Sulina

q Galata T Trebizond
1 Gallipoli 1 Tripoli

q Jaffa T Tulcea

q Jerusalem 1 Varna

1 Kustendje (now Constanta) 1 Vathy

1 Latakia T Volos


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandretta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beirut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraklion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castellorizo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantinople
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dedeagh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gelibolu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaffa,_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constan%C5%A3a
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latakia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mersin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lagos,_Xanthi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhodes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tekirda%C4%9F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selanik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinop,_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%B0zmir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sulina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trabzon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tripoli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tulcea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Varna,_Bulgaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vathy,_Samos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volos
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Only four French Post offices also issued their own stamps between 1893 and

1903: Cavalle (present-day Kavala), Dedeagh (Dedeagatch, present-

day Alexandroupoli), Port Lagos, and Vathy (on Samos).

The French stamps originally were denominated in centimes and francs. That caused most to
be overprinted in piasters for 1885. It was at the rate of four piastres to the franc.

Vathy’s only stamp issue of 1893 is shown below:-

The higher values were also overprinted with their value in piastres.

The Austrians also maintained a post office at Vathy. It opened in 1881 and closed on 15
December 1914.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kavala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dedeagh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dedeagatch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandroupoli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lagos,_Xanthi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vathy,_Samos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samos_Island
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Merson-design stamps, like the one on the right, were also used at the Vathy Post Office but
without the “VITHY” over-print only the value in piasters.

The French Post Office at Vathy closed in 1912, the year before the island of Samos reverted
from Ottoman suzerainty to being annexed by Greece.

The other French Post Office in the Ottoman Empire system came to an end when the Empire
was dismantled and Turkey became a secular state with the Treaty of Lausanne in 1923.

The outbreak of World War | forced all the other French Post Offices to close on 13 October
1914, except for the French Post Office in Constantinople which after the War operated from
August 1921 to July 1923.

The current Greek Post Office a-thy ws established in 1913
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This Vathy cover is on e-bay for A$1395.00



- Page -17 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 31 AUGUST 2021

Vathy, above, was the original town for what has spread out to become Samos Town on the
(now) Greek Island of Samos. Samos is only a few kilometres off the Turkish coast.

In 1834, the island of Samos became the territory of the Principality of Samos, a semi-
independent state tributary to Ottoman Turkey, paying the annual sum of £2,700. It was
governed by a Christian of Greek descent though nominated by the Porte, who bore the title
of "Prince." The seat of the government was the port of Vathy.

The modern capital of the island of Samos was, until the early 20th century, at Chora, about 3 km
from the sea. After reconsidering political conditions, the capital was moved to Vathy, at the
head of a deep bay on the North coast. This became the residence of the prince and the seat of
government. Since then the Samos Town has grown, with a harbour.

it
The union with the Kingdom of Greece in 1912.

The island was united with the Kingdom of Greece in 1913, a few months after the outbreak of
the First Balkan War. Although other Aegean islands had been quickly captured by the Greek
Navy, Samos was initially left to its existing status quo out of a desire not to upset the Italians in
the nearby Dodecanese. The Greek fleet landed troops on the island on 13 March 1913. The
clashes with the Ottoman garrison were short-lived as the Ottomans withdrew to the Anatolian
mainland, so that the island was securely in Greek hands by 16 March 1913.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Principality_of_Samos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Samos1912.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Balkan_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dodecanese
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EARLY MALAYAN AIR MAILS
1. WEARNE’S AIR SERVICES

This article started when your editor wanted to find out more about this “S/W” air mail
cover posted from Singapore in Straits Settlements to Kuala Lumpur in the Federated
Malay States. It shows a Singapore postmark of 18 June 1937.

pr ~ - . N T T —

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

Inaugural Flight by

Singapore - Kuala Lumpur - Penang

Penang - Kuala Lumpur - Singapore

It turned out that Wearne’s Air Services was formed on 18 December 1936 and started
operations from Singapore to Kuala Lumpur and on to Penang on 28 June 1937, the
date shown on the cover. Wearne's Air Service was started by two Australian brothers,
Theodore and Charles Wearne.

The service commenced as a thrice weekly flight between Singapore and Penang. The
first flight, using an 8-seater de Havilland DH.89A Dragon Rapide, Governor

Raffles, took place on 28 June 1937 This inaugural flight departed Singapore from the
then brand-new Kallang Airport, which had just opened earlier in the same month on 12
June This flight carried a quantity of philatelic first flight mail as well as commercial air
mail. It was the first official internal air mail service on the Malayan Peninsular.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Havilland_Dragon_Rapide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kallang_Airport
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v\ MALAYA'S FIRST DAY
L\ AR SERVICE

JUNE S8 1927

404, BEACH STREET,

PENANG

SINGAPORE » PENANG

The airline was able to connect two of the separated ‘parts’ of the Straits Settlements: -
Singapore and Penang. The Straits Settlements originally consisted of the four
individual settlements of Penang, Singapore, Malacca, and Dinding. Labuan was added
in 1907, as were the Cocos Islands and the Christmas Island.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manjung
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The direct flight distance from Singapore to Penang is 670km.

SINGAPORE

Later, a second DH.89A enabled the expansion to daily services as well as the
addition of Ipoh as a destination.

We a r 39A@ Hervice DH86 VR-SBD at Jersey Airport in 1938 prior to delivery (former
Jersey Airways G-ACYF). Jersey Airways ceased business when another of their DH-
86 planes, G-ACZN crashed 500m east of Jersey Airport. It had just taken off for

Southampton. The pilot and all 12 passengers and a farmer on the ground were killed.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ipoh
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As the flights became popular, the service was extended to Alor Star, Taiping, Ipoh
and Kota Baru. At that time, the planes not only ferried passengers but also
transported copies of the local newspaper, the Singapore Free Press, as well as
ordinary bulk mail and air mail.

In January 1939 Wearne’s Air Services also conducted an experimental flight to and
from Sarawak in which a number of covers were flown.
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Wearne Air Services Ltd timetable cover for 1940
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TIME TABLE
From April 3rd 1940 until further notice.

Monday to Saturday  Sundays

Depart  Singapore & 7.00 a.m, 8.00 a m.
Arrive  Kuala Lumpur .. 8.40 a.m. 9.40 a.m,
Depart Kuala Lumpur .. 8.5 a.m. 9.55 a.m.
Arrive  Ipoh % “ 9.55 a.m. 10.55 a.m.
Depart  Tpoh i oo 10,05 a.m. 11.05 a.m.
Arrive  Penang .. 0 10.50 a.m, 11.50 a.m.
Depart Penang .. V% 2,30 p.m. 2.30 p.m.
Arrive  Tpoh oo oo 3.15 pom. 3.15 p.m,
Depart Ipoh .. s 3.25 p.m. 3.25 p.m,
Arrive  Kuala Lumpur .. 4.25 p.m., 4.25 p.m,
Depart Kuala Lumpur .. 1.35 p.m, 4.35 pm,
Arrive  Singapore e 6.15 p.m, 6,15 p.m.

From April 3rd 1940 until further notice.

Wednesdays and Saturdays

Depart Penang .. o .. 11,15 a.m.
Arrive  Kota Bharu 7 oo 1230 pom.
Depart Kota Bharu s .. 100 p.m.
Arrive Penang .. i .o 2,15 p.m.

FREIGHT RATES per Ib.

— S'pore. K. L. \ Ipoh. Penang. K. Bharn,
Singapore .. - 15 cts. 20 cts, 25 s 45 cts
K. Lumpur.. 135 cts - 10, 15 30
Ipoh .o o1 20 ., | 10, - - 1050 | 28
Penang .. 25 ,, 1 SR 0, - | 15 =
Kota Bharu D ¥ 30 2% ,, 15 -

|

Minimum charge for freight §1.00 per package.

T S e e e e e e T R ST

Wearne Air Services Ltd timetable for 1940

Tragedy struck one of the two Wearne’s de Havilland DH89 Rapide’s - VR-SAV,
Governor Raffles, on 3" May 1940. It crashed in a tropical thunderstorm on the
Waterfall rubber plantation, 30km north of Kuala Lumpur. It was flying from Penang
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to Kallang Airport in Singapore. All those on board, the pilot, Captain G McAusland,
John Radford and Charles Pinching were killed. The mails were destroyed.

A report in the Straits Times for 23 August 1940 states that Wearne’s Air Services had
bought a “practically new” replacement Rapide from China National Airways
Corporation, and it would be flown to Singapore by a Chinese pilot “early next month”.
This may have been allocated VR-SBG and probably became MVAF “18”.

Impressed into 'B' Flight, MVAF (Malayan Volunteer Air Force) as “18” 15t December
1941. It was destroyed on ground at Ipoh, Malaya 18 December 1941 after landing,
when struck by fragmentation bomb during air raid by Japanese forces; 2 on board
were killed.

Just before the fall of Singapore into the hands of the Japanese Imperial Forces in
February 1942, Wearne Air Services came to a premature end. Both operating
Rapide planes had been lost in Japanese air raids.

Theodore and Charles Wearne fled Singapore for Fremantle, Western Australia on
one of the last convoys out on 10" February 1942. Most of the company's senior
employees were left behind and interned in Malayan prisons.

The Wearne’s had originally set up a car, motorcycle and bicycle business in Singapore
in 1907. They had many successful years of trading, following which a public issue of
shares was made in 1913 and ‘Wearne Brothers Limited’ — Motor Engineers and
Importers — was formed. Wearne Brothers Limited prospered and branches were set up
in Malaya, Burma and other adjacent countries. In addition to selling and maintaining
many popular makes of cars (particularly ‘Ford’), motorcycles and trucks, Wearne
Brothers introduced a fleet of taxis to Singapore. Their Warne Air Services was the first
airline in Malaya.
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On 17 February 1945, Wearne Brothers Limited was transferred to the English
Companies Register. Theo was concerned for the wellbeing of his employees at this
time and provided some financial assistance to alleviate the hardship experienced. The
car and truck business resumed profitably in 1946 with Theo as Chairman of the Board
through to his resignation in 1952, at the age of 74. Theo and Ella left Singapore in
1955 to live in Cape Town, South Africa, then Jersey in the Channel Islands.

E!

‘\ =~ y
.

\

Theo Wearne diedon 1 November 1969

1. SINGAPORE’S KALLANG AIRPORT

Kallang Airport (also known as the Kallang Aerodrome, Kallang Airfield and RAF
Kallang) was the first purpose-built civil international airport in Singapore. It was opened
officially on 12 June 1937 at the time Wearne Airways started. It ceased operations in
1955.

Construction of the Kallang Airport began in 1931 with 200ha of mangrove swampland
being reclaimed. It resulted in the displacement of a large Malay community to the area
around Jalan Eunos. Three Hawker Osprey aircratt first touched down in the Kallang
Airport around two years before its official opening, on 21 November 1935.

During World War I, the Kallang Airport was the only operational airfield in Singapore
capable of supporting Allied campaigns against the Japanese.

It was during the Japanese occupation period that the airport's grass landing zone was
upgraded into a concrete runway and extended to 5500 feet. As early as 1950, plans
were made to build a new airport at Paya Lebar (the current Paya Lebar Air Base) as
the Kallang Airport was unable to cope with the increase in air traffic despite being
expanded


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malays_(ethnic_group)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawker_Hart#Osprey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_occupation_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paya_Lebar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paya_Lebar_Air_Base
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It was famous for its art-deco styling.

Kalang Terminal in 1937
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Singapore issued a $2 stamp on 1 July 1991 showing the Kallang civilian airport: -

SINGAPORE 7

PAYA LEBAR AIRPORT 1955-1981 KALLANG AIRPORT 1937-1955
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A British Overseas Airways Corporation (BOAC) Lockheed L-749A

Constellation crashed and caught fire as it attempted to land at Kallang Airport on 13
March 1954, killing 33 of the 40 passengers and crew. The accident occurred when
the aircraft struck a seawall on approach to the runway. The inquiry attributed this to
crew tiredness, noting that the captain had been on duty for over 21 hours. It also


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Overseas_Airways_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_L-749A_Constellation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_L-749A_Constellation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kallang_Airport
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criticised the response of the airport fire unit. This is the highest death toll of any
aviation accident in Singapore.

The aircraft was operating a joint Qantas—BOAC scheduled passenger flight
from Sydney, Australia, to London, England.

The accident occurred when the aircraft struck a seawall on approach to Runway 06
at Kallang, damaging the undercarriage and causing a leak from the number three
wing fuel tank. As the aircraft touched down a second time, on the runway, the
undercarriage collapsed and the aircraft slid until the starboard wing broke off. The
remainder of the aircraft rolled to the right, coming to rest upside down with the
fuselage in two pieces, and one of the engines carried on for another 90m. All 31
passengers died, along with 2 crew members (the other crew fatality being a
steward.

A large amount of mail was saved from the wreck and was given a “SALVADGED MAIL
/ AIRPORT CRASH / SINGAPOR "1954” cachet

2. THE MALAYAN AIRLINE SYSTEM DEVELOPS

The success of Wearne Air Services in the 1930's didn’t go unnoticed. The British
Imperial Airways (later British Overseas Airways Corporation or BOAC), Straits
Steamship Company and Ocean Steamship Company of Liverpool joined forces to
form Malaya Airline System on October 12, 1937.

The Malaya Airline System, however, remained dormant as its executives knew that
their fledgling company couldn’t complete with Wearne’s dominant position.

After the Second World War, MAL seized the opportunity and quickly moved in to fill
in the void left by the Wearne Air Services.

Restructured to include just the partnership of the two steamship companies, MAL
threw open its doors to the first paying passengers on April 2, 1947.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qantas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Overseas_Airways_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heathrow_Airport
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An Airspeed Consul (VR-SCD) 1 the first aircraft type operated by Malayan Airways,
which was the forerunner of Singapore Airlines

That inaugural flight, using an Airspeed Consul twin-engine aircraft christened the
Raja Udang, departed Singapore's Kallang Airport for Kuala Lumpur's Sungai Besi

Airport with only five passengers.

Weekly scheduled flights quickly followed from Singapore to Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh and
Penang just a month later.

Malaysia

Years of Aviation in ,'lfalisia . ”,‘«" :

In April 1948, the airline started servicing direct international routes from Singapore to
Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh City) in Vietnam, Batavia (now Jakarta), Medan and
Palembang in Indonesia. Both Bangkok in Thailand and Medan routes were flown via
Penang.

Strengthened by technical assistance from British Commonwealth airlines, such as
BOAC and Qantas Empire Airways (QEA), MAL continued expanding its routes and
fleet size for the rest of the 1940’s and 1950’s. Growth was spurred further when MAL


https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Airspeed_Consul
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became a member of the International Air Transport Association (IATA), a trade
association of the world’s airlines.

With its enlarged fleet, which included a large number of Douglas DC-3s, Douglas DC-4
Skymaster, Vickers Viscount, Lockheed L-1049 Super Constellation, Bristol Britannia,
de Havilland Comet 4 and Fokker F27, MAL went public in 1957.

Its listing on the Stock Exchange received overwhelming response as investors were
buoyed by the rising post-war demand for air travel. Flying was no longer a reserved for
Malaya’s rich.

In September 1963, the airline's name was officially from "Malayan Airways" to
"Malaysian Airways" concurrent with the arrival of five Fokker F27 in November

1963 (though still abbreviated to MAL). MAL also incorporated Borneo Airways, with the
brand effectively merged under its parent company by 1 April 1965.

In 1966, following Singapore's separation from the federation, the airline's name was
changed again, to Malaysia-Singapore Airlines (MSA).

The differing needs of the two shareholders, however, led to the break-up of the airline
just six years later. The Singapore government preferred to develop the airline's
international routes, while the Malaysian government had no choice but to develop the
domestic network first before going regional and eventually international. MSA ceased
operations in 1972, with its assets split between two new airlines; Malaysian Airline
System (MAS), and Singapore Airlines.

i Mavavan
AIRWAYS
BOOKING OFFICES A I R WA YS
e » BANGKOK
Ot ng‘i‘rdp‘(‘)‘rgt Tel. 2056 Cable: TERBANG w :
Penang
Mansfield & Co., Ltd. SAIGON

Chartered Bank Chambers 1081 Cable: TERBANG

Kuala Lumpur

Mansfield & Co., Ltd.
The Embankment Tel. 2467 Cable: TERBANG

Ipoh
Harper, Gilfillan & Co., Ltd. 93 Cable: TERBANG
Kota Bharu

Boustead & Kota Bhatu
Co., Ltd. Tumpat

Tel. 22 Cable: BOUSTEAD

Kuantan
Malayan Airways Ltd. Tel. 18 Cable: TERBANG
Batavia

Maclaine, Watson & Co., N.V. Cable: MACLAINAIR

SINGAPORE

Palembang :
Borneo, Sumatra Handel Mij. 369 Cable: BORSUMY
Harrisons, & Crosfield Ltd. 950 Cable: TERBANG
Salgon

Air France Tel. 21608 Cable: ATRFRANS PALEMBANG
Bangkok

The Borneo Co., Ltd. Tel. 31652 Cable: BORNEO

Managers:

MANSFIELD & CO., LTD.

BATAVIA

OCEAN BUILDING, TIMETABLES
SINGAPORE. OVERSEAS
TIMETABLES — — —  APRIL, 1948. APRIL, 1948.

R e e e |
Malayan Airways 1948 Timetable for April 1948 (cover)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borneo_Airways
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaysia-Singapore_Airlines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Airlines
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»

TIMETABLES
(Times in Malayan Time = GMT + 7 hrs 30)

BATAVIA LINE Tuesdays
Eridays
Singapore dep 0830
Batavia arr 1200
Batavia dep 1400
Singapore arr 1730

(If a call is made at Palembang for fuel, arrival time

will be 45 minutes later.)

FARES

(Quoted in Malayan Dollars @ 2/4 Sterling)

Singapore to

Freight Rates
Excess Baggage (i, as for

per_kilo 2 Kkilos)

Batavia - Single $155.00 ({190) $1.55 (£1.90) $1.25 (£1.50)

Return
Palembang
Medan
Saigon Single
Return

270,00 (£342)
80.00 (f100) 0.80 (f1.00) 0.80 (£1.00)
105.00 (£130) -1.05 (£1.30) 1.05 (£1.30)

213.00 (p1270) 2.10 (p12.70) 1.70 (p10.20)
383.50 (p2286)

PALEMBANG LINE Tuesdays
Fridays
Singapore dep 0800
Palembang arr 1000
Palembang dep 1030
Singapore arr 1230
MEDAN LINE Thursdays
Saturdays
Singapore dep 0800
Medan arr 1040
Medan dep 1145
Penang arr 1300
Penang dep 1330
Medan arr 1445
Medan dep 1545
Singapore arr 1815
SAIGON LINE Wednesdays
Singapore dep 0700
Kota Bharu  arr 0930
Kota Bharu  dep . 1000
Saigon arr 1300 (1330 L. T.)
Saigon dep 1345 (1415 L.T.)
Singapore arr 1815
BANGKOK LINE Sundays
Singapore dep 0915
Penang arr 1145
Penang dep 1200 -
® Bangkok arr 1600 (1530 L.T.)
: Mondays
Bangkok dep 0830 (0800 L.T.)
Penang arr 1230
Penang dep 1245
@ Singapore arr 1515

.. (Direct connections from Kuala Lumpur and Ipoh—see
Peninsula Timetables.)

_-All schedules and times are subject to alteration at
the Company's or Captain’s discretion. Connections cannot
be guaranteed nor can liability be accepted for delays.

e Light lunch served on board.

Bangkok  Single 190.00 1.90 1.50
Return 342.00

Penang to
Medan $ 60.00 (£75) $0.60 ({0.75) $0.60 (£0.75)
Bangkok  Single 160.00 1.50 1.20

Return 270 00
Kuala Lumpur to

Bangkok  Single $180.00 $1.80 $1.40
Return 324.00

Ipoh to

Bangkok  Single $170.00 $1.70 $1.30
Return 306.00

Kota Bharu to

Saigon Single $150.00 $1.50 $1.20
Return 270,00 s

Fare and rates from other Malayan airports are the sum
of the internal and overseas rates.)

Fares must be paid in cash at the time of booking.
Reservations for which fares have not been paid 24 hours
before departure will be regarded as cancelled.

Gratuities. The Company’s employees are not permitted
to accept gratuities.

Cancellations. Fares will be refunded, less out of pocket
expenses, provided 24 hours notice is given to the booking
office of the town of departure. i

Baggage. Free allowance of 30 kilos (65 lbs) for all
passengers paying half or full fare.

Children. 2 - 12 half fare. Under 2, if no seat is
required and accompanied by adult, 10%. g

Refreshments are available in the Company’s aircraft.
Refreshments and hotel accommodation are not provided
by the Company at intermediate stops.

Malayan Airways timetable April 1948 (inside)

Up Mal aysian Airlines

Syst
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3.EARLY FOREIGN MAILS TO THE MALAYAN
PENINSULA

0000000000000 000000000

100 YEARS OF FIRST
1919 - 2019

SI NGAPORE : 9000000000000 00OCGOGKSEOIOOS
Adelaide

T 2019 1] Thl 2019
CO0OBOOODNOCOROOCSONOISGOIOGOIRNROBSIOTINSDS

Singapore mini-sheet issued for the Centenaryo f t he S mort2BdasuarfF| i gh't

2019 by SingPost

The first aerial mail flown to and from Singapore was by Captain Ross Macpherson
Smith with his brother Lieutenant Keith Macpherson Smith. The brothers, both Royal Air
Force pilots, operated a Vickers Vimy bomber aircraft together with mechanics
Sergeant W.H. (Wally) Shiers and J.M. (Jim) Bennett. The Vimy left Hounslow Heath in
London at 8am on 12 November 1919. The aircraft operated over 11,000 miles, with a
total of 14 stops between London and Darwin, including Rome, Cairo, Calcutta
(Kolkata), Singapore and Batavia (Jakarta). The crew eventually reached Darwin at
4.10pm on 10 December 1919.

It is believed that a total of 364 pieces of mail were carried on the first airmail flight
from the United Kingdom to Australia via Singapore. Of these, 11 covers have been
identified as originating from Singapore by the stamps affixed, the back address or
the letter enclosed; and two of the covers were thought to bear Straits Settlements
stamps.
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Route of the first Experimental flight (from nzstamps.org.au with thanks)

In April 1931 Imperial Airways planned two experimental flights between England
and Australia. Previously Imperial Airways flights had only flown east to Karachi.

The first Imperial Airways experimental flight left Croydon Airport (London) on 4 April
1931 on the regular Imperial Airways service to Karachi and Delhi. It connected with
a DH-86 Hercules which flew on to Singapore and then on to Darwin. The plane
landed at Alor Star and at Penang in Malaya on 16™ April 1931 on the way to
Singapore. Unfortunately the DH-86 City of Cairo crashed at Koepang in Timor.
Kingsford-Smith and ‘Scotty’ Allan had to fly the ANA plane Southern Cross form
Sydney to Koepang to retrieve the Australian mails.

The second experimental airmail left London on 25 April and was flown on the
regular Eastern Route to Delhi arriving on 4 May. The total mail for Malaya, Australia
and New Zealand was 5000. It reached Alor Star on 7 May and Singapore on 8 May
1931.

By December 1933 Indian Trans-Continental Airways (51% owned by Imperial
Airways) with two Atalanta aircraft began flying a route from Karachi (the terminus of
the England-India service) to Delhi, Calcutta and Rangoon in October 1933, Their
route was extended to Singapore in December 1933. By that stage, however, KLM
were operating a service across India to Batavia. It carried the bulk of the air mail to
Singapore. KLM’s service was both cheaper and faster. The very efficient DC-2
aircraft were unencumbered by having to drop off air mail at every minor stop along
the route.

Imperial Airways opened their regular mail route to Australia, via Singapore, in
December 1934. The Trans-Continental planes to Singapore were replaced by
Imperial Airways ones. The Singapore to Australia leg was flown by QANTAS.


http://www.nzstamps.org.uk/air/external/eastern/extension.html
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The Efri'pire Air Mail Scheme cemented Irhperial AinNaysﬁprime role and >u-ndercut
KLM. A plane, above, is ready to leave Croydon in London in 1938 for the east.

The Empire Air Mail Scheme was initiated in 1933 It aimed to carry all first class
mail through the British Empire at a rate of one and a half pence per half ounce, with
a charge of one penny for postcards.

The scheme began on 28 June 1937, when the flying boat Centurion flew from
Southampton to South Africa. The second stage, to India and Malaya, began in
February 1938 and the third stage to Australia in July 1938.

The Empire Air Mail Service was intended to last for 15 years, but was halted by the
war and formally ended on 31 March 1947.

These pre-War mails were important in bringing mail from Europe — and from this
end — from Australia, but they did not carry any internal mails on the Malayan
Peninsula. That was up to Wearne Air Services and later Malayan Airways.

The early history of Borneo Airways is also interesting. It was the flag carrier and
domestic airline of British Borneo. The airline was originally founded in 1953

as Sabah Airways Limited to operate an air route between Sandakan

and Jesselton (present-day Kota Kinabalu). The airline operated scheduled
passenger service, as well as cargo, mail and chartered services primarily on the
three British Borneo (and the subsequent corresponding East Malaysian and Brunei)
territories. But, that’'s another story.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesselton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Malaysia
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M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au

Whether you want advice or can't find what you're looking for, contact us. We have a wide array of collectables in our
store and our friendly team will be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 2047, or send an email

to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or shop on-line.

Regular Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm

Quarantine Camp at Wallangarra on the Queensland side of the New South Wales border
in February 1918.

The story of the mails during the Spanish Influenza outbreak at the end of World War 1, and
border closures will be the main story in our September Newsletter.

Despite every one compulsorily wearing masks and Government vaccination campaigns,
50,000 Australian died out of a population of just 5 million.
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