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Australian Benham
Silk Cover

Benham Silk First Day Covers were first
produced in limited numbers in 1979.
Manufactured by Benhams in Kent. The
attractive first day covers soon became very
popular with the early editions becoming highly
sought after and very valuable.

This collection was scanned prior to disposal
and encompasses Australian Covers issued
between 1981 and 1988



New Evalaad fa)

New Eealond (&)

THE MARRIAGE OF PRIMCE CHARLES

g
é

;'.—-“_-
™

L O O ] G ] G e e e

: § BEHHAM
— S ) HIGH STREET
%ﬁmmmﬂm i

(Berhan SILK COLLECTION 1

THE MARRIAGE QF PRIMCE CHARLES

B0 G L L ) B 0 A R O K o |

"Che (Royal (Wedding

.E_'_L}fff@%f{l’? f@}::%

“It iz with the greatest pleasure that the Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh announce the betrothal of their beloved son, The
Prince of Wales, to the Lady Diana Spencer, daughter of the
Earl of Spencer and the Honourable Mrs. Shand Kydd™

So ended the vears of speculation as to who would be the bride
of that most popular man, Prince Charfes. Since the
announcement the world has raken Lady Diana to their
hearts, with her guict charm and kher graceful composure she
makes a very fitting Princess of Wales,

May they have Long Life and Happiness
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THE 1982 COMMONWEALTH GAMES
BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA

In its 158 years of life Brisbane has had many notable
experiences - some good, some not so good, Some, like its
role over a period of war as Allied Headquarters in the
South West Pacific were of great historical importance but
never has there been a big occasion as bright as sporting
and as merry as the 1982 Games promises to be. It was a
considerable honour for Brisbane to be able to play host to
the sports stars of fifty countries, altogether at the same
time but for all Brisbane people and particularly those
interested in one or more sports the occasion will carry its
own rewards. Apart from the spectator interest there will
be friendly contacts through meetings with visitors,
planned and unplanned, the offering of hospitality and a
sharing of common interests.

BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA 1982

CBRin) 2228 gk Sovver, T, Kent, England






XITCOMMONWEALTH GAMES
PIDDDDIDDIDDDDDILIDIDDIDDD,

X1 Cormnoeweedh Gemes

Bvstere HE2
K" 45y
. "o_\ ~ } 27(:

= AUSTRALIA

1952 (Denibars)

BRISBANE AUSTRALIA 1982 @1‘. Mgk Steves, Hirer, Keny

XII COMMONWEALTH GAMES

1982 (henbarm)

BRISBANE AUSTRALIA 1982 (Bfam) High Simees, Hyrde. Kews



982 CBrnbam)

1982 CBecham)

L
K
h
K
5
)
L)
5
&
L]

BRISBANE AUSTRALIA 19§82

XITCOMMONWEALTH GAMES

BRISBANE AUSTRALIA |982

(22 SEP 1982

»

CEeilaie) Hugh Soroee Miche, Kear



.__\_\_//

Xl Commearweallh Garmes
Brssane 1902

Brisbane \{

v

1982 (Behar)

ARISBANE AUSTRALIA 1982

XIIth COMMONWEALTH GAMES
BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA 1982

From swampland to the site of the first Archery Competition ever held
at the Commonwecalth Games - that is the dramatic transition
undergone by the Murarric Recreation Reserve. The reclaimed parkland
should be a colourful sight during the Games - a kalcidoscope of striped
tents decorated with potted trees and fowers, bright umbrellas for
competitors, the golds, reds, blues, blacks and whites of thirty-four
targets and. believe it or not, enough traflic hights 1o solve the traflic
problems of a moderately sized country town. The lights indicate 1o
archers when to stan and stop finng. The archery Range itsell s subject
Lo changes in wind direction and velocity — Moreton Bay is anly a few
kilometers away. Competitors will have 1o draw on all their skill 10
score well. The competition will be fierce with more than a hundred
competitors vying for just two Gold Medals. Chris Blake and Mike
Coen are conlidently tipped to fight out the mens archery Gold Medal
witle the womens competition is a little more open. Terri Donovan,
Shirley Cheshire and Marilyn Rumley all give Australia more than a
fighting chance for the second Gold

(m) Hgh Sorees, Hiyrde Kewr
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XIIth COMMONWEALTH GAMES
BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA 1982

——

The Boxing compelitions are to be held in the city’s famous Festival
Hall. Since it was opened in 1960 the hall has been a mecca for
Australian fight fans, Indeed, the building on a comer of Sharlton Albert
Street in the city centre stands on the sie of the old Bnshane Stadium
which for 47 yecars was graced by such boxers as Ron Richards,
Tommy Bums, Elley Dennett and the legendary Les D-Arcy. It will be
ong hundred and ffty amoteur Commonwealth boxers however, nol
professionals, who will provide the Festival Hall with possibly the most
lamous chapler of its colourful history. A Commonwealth Games Gold
Medallist, 1958 Feather-weight Champion Wally Taylor of Brisbane
will be venue manager at the Festival Hall. Having fought on the card
the first ume the Festival Hall was uwsed for boxing. Tavlor has an
enduring love for the Stadium be will control during the games, ‘The
atmosphere for boxing 18 temilic both for the lighters and the spectators
- it is cenain 10 lead itself 10 some great bouts al the Games' ~ he
predicls.

XITCOMMONWEALTH GAMES

BRISBANE AUSTRALIA 1982

"%ﬁ_{.ﬁ’; gk Svreet. Hirthe, Ko



e XIIth COMMONWEALTH GAMES
\\ BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA 1982

The Pole Vaulting will take place at the QE.IT Jubilee Stadium at
X1l Commonwealtn Games Nathan, The Stadium began in 1975 as a pluin athletic track. settled
Biishane 1982 in @ natural amphitheatre in the bush and is now about to become
not only Australia’s finest track and field stadium but a magnilicent
outdoor entertainment venue as well. Over the last fifty years the
stundard of Pole Vaulting has been raised considerably. In 1930 the
Gold Medal was won by V. Pickard of Canada with a jump of
3.73m - in 1970. M. Bull for Northern Ireland jumped 5.10m and
this record stood umtil 1978 when Bill Simpson from Canada took
the Gold Medal with a jump of the same height. [t is quite possible
for the 1982 Games 10 see this recond broken vel again,

Brisbane

v

1952 (Tenbam)

XM COMMONWEALTH GAMES

BRISBANE AUSTRALIA 1982 (Refamiy Mgt Surwes, Hyske, Kesr



XIIth COMMONWEALTH GAMES

——
\\ BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA 1982

Xl Commaonwealth Ga i ifti ‘i i 3 -
memsmenth Games The Weight Lifting contests will be held in the Sports Theatre - the

1.8 million dollar auditorium. The carefully planned theatre with
seats arranged in a circle around the stage and the maximum
distance only 25m from the stage is the perfect venue for all
theatrical events including weight-lifting — one of the cinderella
sports when it was admitted to the Commonwealth Games in
Auckland in 1930 it now rates as ane of the most popular spectator
sports, Even spectators who do not know the difference between a
snatch, a clean and a jerk quickly become enthralled as the
competition develops, The fact that a commentary of proceedings is
permitted to a greater extent than in any other game sport allows the
audience to become totally involved in the mini-drama of each hifl,

Brisbane \\//
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AUSTRALIA NATIONAL STAMP WEEK

30 years afier the Sydney Hurbour Bridge was openad, the Avsirithan Post Office are issuing the Fmoes
|932 5/~ Syvdney Harbour Bridze as a stamp on stamp o commemorate the Mational Stamp Week,

The criginal sel was of 3 stamps — 2d. 3d & 5/-0 Allthree show the bridge from the Souwth East with RMS
Orford, an Australian vessel pussing beneath, Most of the stunps were recess preinted but owing 1o the
demiead for the 2d value, o larpe quantity of these had to be printed letterpress which 15 & much guicker
process, This led o great problems becmee a Sydney gane foreed the lesterpress version with the intention ol
clelrudunge the Post Gfice on o large scale.

Little more than a moath @fer e Sydney Harbour stamps had been issued, postal olficials intercepted
several lewers apparently bearing forged 2d stamps. Founeen of these envelopes were sent 1o the printing
office where John Ash, head of the office. quickly detected the forgeries because the stamps were
urvwentermmarked and the perforations wene 11 rather than 102 = 11 amd were lme instead of comb. The
addresses on the envelopes and the letiers inside led the polics oo keows cnamnal - Charles Jackson, who
wits actunlly arrested while posting another boreh ul'r'nr?'.-:riux! When his home was raided. police found more
than 50000 [orped Georpe ¥ 2d"s and 9,000 forped Svdney Harkour Bridge, After the tinl. where Jackson
and accomplice were commitied to 21 months hared laboor, Use foceed stamps were bumt except for o lew
examples kepd i the post olfice’s own collection, A Turdeer few reached the hinds of gollestors and e now
e vitluishle

BEMHAM (A BUCKINGHAM) LT the largest GLB. Gestday cover dealers in the LK, Convers are
availahle from all pood stamp shops througbow Bracaan.
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ANZCER

The Australia Mew Lealand Closer Econonic Relatonship apreement, due for implementation in Januwary
1933, is replacing the 1966 New Zcaland Auvstralia Free Trade Apreement. [t was commonly felt that
MAFTA was not providing suflicient impetes 1o trading co-operation between the two countrizs, and thus n
pew agreement should be instituted which woukd more fully extend the opportenities of mutenlly
beneficial trade.

Representations had alrendy been received from the Auvstralin Mew Zealand Foundation and the Depart-
ment of Forcign Affairs for a stamp featnng some aspect of the relatonship bevween Australin and Mew
Zealand. The AMZCER agreement was subsequently sugeested by the Departiment of Foreign Allairs as
provwiding a suitntle subject, thus giving rise 10 the third simeltancowss stamp issue by the two countrics. (The
bwo previous cccasions on whicly stamps were isseed featonng identical designs were the 300 anniversary of
the Arst arr crossate af the Tasman by Sir Charles Eingslond Smith in 1958, and the opening of the Pacilic
ielephone cable in %63}

The wim ol AN ZCER is 1o conlfer ecomomic and socind benelits on the people of Australin nnd Mew Lealand,
and to improve their living atandards. Awsiralia and Mew Zealand will become a lree trade area aceording 10
i | :lg,.-uud timetzhle, @k all gniis will he deaded free of duties nnd import restrictions, [t is anticipated thn
this efficient use of trade beeween the two countries will result in a more efMicient use of resources, and in o
sirenprhencd parnesslop with & greatar capacity Lo contribote b the development of the South Pacihic and
south-east Asinn repions.

BENHAM (A BUCKINGHAM) LTD, the largest GoB. Nirst diy cover dealers an tse UK, Covers are
avpilable from all pood stamp shops throughout Britain,
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THE AUSTRALIAN ANTARCTIC TERRITORY

The history of Antarctic exploration can be said to have started with Captain Cook, who in his voyages in the
Resolution and Adventure, 1772-75, concluded thatif a southern continent existed it had to be icebound and lie
south of 60° S. Previous to that many people were under the illusion that a South Atlantic continent existed
which stretched to tropical latitudes. The subsequent history of Antarctic exploration is one of superhuman
courage and daring, the most famous expeditions being those of Roald Amundsen and Captain Scottin 1910-
13, journeys to reach the South Pole that captured the imagination of the world.

The International Geophysical Year, 1957-58, marked a turning point in Antarctic exploration. Twelve nations
set up a network of scientific stations on the continent and islands and many of these stations continue to fune-
tion. The Antarctic Treaty of 1959 continues the spirit of international co-operation in scientific exploration
begun during International Geophysical Year, ensuring freedom of scientific investigation and providing that
the territory south of 60° S will be used for peaceful purposes only.

The combination of cold air, high winds, and blowing snow makes Antarctica’s climate the severestin the world,
the mean annual temperature along the coast being —30°C. During the Antarctic summer, from December to
March, it may rise above freezing. However, these severe conditions do not preclude an abundance of wildlife
along the coasts, whales, seals, penguins, and seabirds being numerous.

The wildlife featured on the stamps issued by the Australian Antarctic Territory is the Light Mantled Sooty
Albatross, the Macquarie Island Shag, The Elephant Seal, the Royal Penguin and the Antarctic Prion.

BENHAM (A. BUCKINGHAM) LTD., the largest G.B. first day coverdealers in the U.K. Covers are avail-
able from all good stamp shops throughout Britain,
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AUSTRALIA DAY
!

HMS SIRIUS was built on the
Thames for East India Trade but,
on loading. she caught fire and
burnt to the waters edge. She was
bought as a siore ship by the
Admiralty and rebuilt in 1781,
Under the name BERWTCK she
made two trips to the West Iwdias
CACTYINE S10TesE,

When Captain Arthur Phillig was
appoinied Governor of the New
South Wales penal settlement and
Commadore of the Fleel, the
BERWICK was recommission-
ed wnder his command and her
name was changed 10 SARFLIS, a
bright star in the southern sky.

Eleven ships sailed in the first fleet from Encland o Ausiralia
wrdler the command of Governos Arthor Phillip. Inaddition to
stores and equipment the Nest carmed soane | 300 paople made
up of 739 convicts accompanied by British QOficials, Marines
with theirfamilics and the crews of the ships, The Meet weighed
anchor from Spithead. near Portsmowth, om 13th May 1787,

The SUPPLY, bearing Governor Phillip, went on ahesd of the
MNeet o choose the most suilable site for & settlement, Botany
Bay wis unsuilable for 2 permanent settlemeant so witl several
al iz aflicers the Governor ok three rowing boats to Port
Jackson where he found ‘one of the finest harbours in the
wiarld”

The fleet reassembled in Sydney Cove and on the evening of
26eh Januwary "the colowrs” were ralsed on shore and the King's
health was 1oasted.

This was the founding of the Australian Mation.

BENHAM (A, BUCKINGHAM) LTD.. the largest G.RB. lirstday coverdealers inthe UK., Covers
are availakle from all pocd stamp shops throughout Britain.
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AUSTRALIA DAY

MM BRIG SUPPLY was huilt by
Thamns Slade on the Thames  in
1759, Little is Known ol her early his
fory, She was commissioncd on the
A5ch Qletiher, 1 786, a5 nn nrmed 1=n-
der under the comitand ol Lisutenant
Florry Liclghird Ball BR, She whs snidd
1o b the Fastest slap otk Neet, lying
very low in the watern

[n poor weather she could carry very
letle sail bt fiv poed conditians she
was  canstanlly  ussd For relnying
MeSSAPES,

When landizll was expected Goy
ernior Phillip iransferred o her 1o
piove ahcad of e Neel bul aseally
very  liftle time was goined. Qv
Movember 1791 the SUPPLY was
declaned unfin for fusther service and
was hooken up.

Eleven ships sailed in the fiest Neat from England to Australia
under the command of Governer Arthue Phillip, Inadditon
stores wnd equipment the Neet carned soane | 300 people made
up of 139 convicts accompanied by Brtish OfMeials, Marines
with theirfamilies and the crews of the ships, The I'I::l:lw'.:i_%'u.:-d
anchor from Spithend, near Portsmowth, on 1 3th May 1787,
The SUFPLY, bearing Governor Phillip, wenton ahead o the
Aeet to chooss the most suitable site for a seilement, RBotany
Rary waas wnsurtishle For & permiinetl settlensent o with several
al hes officers the Governne ook three rowing boats to Pon
Jackson where he Found “one of the finest harbours in the
world

Tl Neet reassemblad in Svdaney Cove and on the evening of
26th Janoary "the eolours” were raised on shore and the King's
lealth was toasted.

This was the fownding of the Australian Mation.

BENHAM (A. BUCKINGHAM) LT, the larpest GUR, Drstdiay cover dealers mthe UK, Covers
ire avatlable frorm all pood stamp shops throughout Brtain,
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THE SENTIMENTAL BLOKE | THE SENTIMENTAL BLOKE | THE SENTIMENTAL BLOKE THE 5 BLOKE ', THE SENTIMENTAL BLOKE
AN spen's meleisure “‘This ere's Doreen" ‘e sez I Lonly jerks me elbowin ‘s ibs, oman Ao tobearme fime
gictin' on the shick.. *“This ‘ere’s the Kid." ) Togive the gentle office to 'is nibs. i ane. Livin
© WivGinger Mick, ) 1 dips me fid )

FOLKLORE
cecrescearsrcssseee e

-3 AUG 1983

MIRANDA ol MIRAND,
snomnc. FAIR SHOPPING éAIR

NSW, 2228

1983 (Beriham) BAS9

PP R TR RPN AR T R
A Sentimental Bloke

High Street, Hythe, Kent

Australian Folklore

The Sentimental Bloke is a fundamental character in Australian Folklore. The stamps
trace his progression from a young man, footloose and fancy free
to a married man with responsibilities.

A glossary is provided in the book “The Songs of a Sentimental Bloke”
by C. J. Dennis (1st pub. 1915).

Bloke — A male adult of the genus homo

Coot — A person of no account (used contemptuously) \

Hitched = Entangled in the bonds of holy matrimony ; -3 AUG 1983

To dip the lid — To raise the hat : MIRANDA |
Mooch — To saunter about aimlessly & y Hr?gpv:zNgzgé Y,
Orfis, office — A warning, a word of advice; a hint . e

Shick — Intoxicated

Strike — The innocuous remnant of a hardy curse

BENHAM (A. BUCKINGHAM) LTD., the largest G.B. first day cover dealer in the UK. Covers are available from all good
stamp shops throughout Britain.



THE BIRTHDAY OF
HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II

Eliziheah 10, [E|-:.';.||:-|_'I b A lesamalaa Blai ¥R, was B an LT Bauoon Srreer, Landon W'
on 28 April 1936, Tirst child ol the Duke ond Dachess of York [su.'lwiut nely Creorpge
VI gl Qlugen L I|."II'_II_'I:I'i:| Educared a2 b, hes H e fair |||.|.' lide was |.|:|..I.I1|I_td
dmmacically tn 1956 by the ahdicaden crises which led 1o the crowning of her father as king, and the maving ol the
family frem their inlaormal Bousehold into Bockineham Pabice and W imidser Casdle,

Elizaherh was presentart hes pareacs’ corenarion in 1936, and in 19449 acshe age of 14 she made herdirst brsmicst 1o
the childzen althe Eisjsce. Tn 1944 Eliziheth wis appointed aae ol e counsellars ol spae_and on 1%4 % wasgranieda
vamnmnisaion in she ATS which she had encered at boer cown rogguesd, &n i reiaing niitnthes of |'|l.||!l|ii: chifagements
fallowied and, in 1947, ana visic co Saach Africa with FPrincess Alargare ard hes parents she bt hensseingg pre-
mise dedicaring herself 1o the service of the Empire

Lt _||||3 1947 hies enpapernenl wak anmcuacd o L. I*hilija Rloinchamesn BN, and che Mreinge ok |1|.]EI.' hls
Westminster Abbey on 20th November 1947, In Jonwary 1952 they left Lorshon on a proposed e el the Cammoaon.
wesilrh hur in Benya news reached cloem of George V1% dearh, precipicaing Elizabech’s immediate recsrn oo Bricaieg
sha weis [Ares larmnad Clizpen am s |:|_l|'.r|,|:|.-_|.'_ Fler corvimatiom Li=a ;||:||_'|' 1E In-:|_| e 1993, and io Bovemnsher che QUEEH
and Duke af Edinburgh lelt Bomin on a Commanwealih tour. This war was the Tirst ol uany 1o be made aves 1the
vears, toes which lave conslernsed ber popularity wich all peaples of the Commonwealche

Tae d{ ocen s adlicial birthday is in June, an accasion ul ¢ paprini |.|.|||1||:|:||L||-|]I it e [Hinesl :'lll]ll!-.f'-' ceremanial in
the year. Tnl.'l:luu.n rides From Buckingham Palace dewer the Ball l:l:l1|I|'i1.'1I|:l her positiom al ghe fesad ool lser L s,
the Foor Gruasds, ina cerensaay that hasa hisvery going back o obous 1750, This s the Queen’s kirchday parade, pop-
ularly called Trowgrimg the Colour, ami it now Likes ;||:||_ oaEn !"\-:ll-.lrlhl:.' w0 elein Loeglon 'ﬁ'l.'l.'k.-l.ll:l:l' erallic & noar
d=rupeed,

HENTLAND | A BUCEINGHAM P LTTE, el Lirpest CeBL Diese day cover dealess in the UK. Covers ane available from all
pond stamp shops throughaur Bricyin
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1929 Ahrens-Fox PS 2 Fire Engine
The Ahrens-Fox Fire Engine Company was [ounded in Cincinnatti in 1908, The Ahrens-
Fox ‘trade mark’ is the dominant spherical air vessel set over the pump at the front of the
honnet. When in operation, the air vessel provided a method of equalising pressurc,
climinating fluctuations in the water flow.

The PS 2 was the laraest model in the Ahrens-Fox cange, powered by a 6 cylinder petrol
engine, with a 6 cylinder piston pump capable of producing 1000 gpm at pressures SUPRss-
ing 400 psi.

The appliance was imported in 1929 by the New South Wales Fire Brgade to replace the
Shand Masan steamer, and remained in use for over 30 years. A heavy and cumbersome
vehicle, the Ahrens-Fox was used only in large fires,

The Ahrens-Fox P52 is now on display at the New 5South Wales Fire Service
Museum.

BENHAM (A, BUCKINGHAM) LTD., the largest G.B. first day cover dealers in the
UK, Covers are available from all good stamp shops throughout Britain,
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1914 Hotchkiss Fire Engine

The developmeant of the motor industry in the early years of the twentieth century caused fire brigndes (o
reconsider transport for fire fiphting equipment. As ready-miacle molor fre engines were not widely avail-
able, many fire-fighting authoritics purchased motor cars and converted them into fire engines.

A quccessful venture of his kind was wndertaken by the Melbourne Metropolitan Pire Brigade, wihch
purchased 36 French Hotehkiss touring cars for conversion into fire applinnces in the MEB workshops.
The cars were then used as hose carts. Firemen stood on the nanning boansd as the Hotehkiss sped towards
itz destination, with 2 1op speed of T5mph. Liater additioms wo the Heelikss were a 200 gpm motany pamp,
surmaunted by @ 30 e ladder which camed Uie suctwm boses for the pump.

The Harchkizss models fommed the Arst fleer of MEB fire engines, replacing assoried bronds of motor
apphances used frao 19077, By the 193075 however, the Hoaclikies fies enpines were superseded by Fnster
anel pore nodern oeachines: althoweeh in 1939 teey were taken owt of storage and issued as ARFP vehicles
[Adr Rasd Precautzon ). After the second wosld war the MFB disposed of the Hotchkiss fire engines, Many
were sold 1o farmers from the Murray River area, who used cheir walesr pumping capacity I 3ssis0
with irrigation,

The 1914 Holzkiss depicted on the stamp belongs to Mz, Hugh Tranter, of Menone, Victoria.

BENHAM [(A.BUCKINGHAM) LTD., the largest G B, first day coverdenlers in the UK. Covers are
availoble from all pood stamp shaps throuphout Britain
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1851 Merryweather Manual Fire Engine

Sir William and Lady Don were theatrical perfformers who toured Australian wowns during the
rold rush pernod. During their stay in Scandinavian Crescent {Jater renamed Talbot) near the
Diaisy Hill poldifelds in central Vietora, a large fire broke aut and was guelled hy the efforts of
the lacal pecple. The Doas were so impressed by this foat that they donated a fire engine to the
town. The fire enpine, made by Mermvweather & Soans, the well-known British fire equipment
specizlists, was imported at a cost of £200. and nemed after Lady Don.

The *Lady Don™ was a harse-drawn vehicle with a hand-operated pump. capable of producing
200 gpm st LOD psi. The semi-fixed pump was workable only Trom searby dams, water-holes
and creeks, A retractable canvas dam was later added, assembled at the scene of the fire, and
filled by buckets of water. The engine hed wooden wheels with steel tyees, no brakes, and was
drawn by two horses atlached o a centre paole,

The "Lady Don® was purchased by Wormald Internatonal (Auwst.) Puv. Lad,, Fire Protection
Enpineers, and donated e the Eastern Hill Fire Museum where it is now displayed.

BENHAM (A, BUCKINGHAM) LTD., the largest GG.B. first day coverdealers in the UK.
Covers are available from all pood stamp shops throughout Brtain.
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1891 Shand Mason Steam Fire Engine

The liorse-drawn steam Nee engine bac ies heyday be tee foey year period leading upto the development of
malarisecd ramsport 21 the fum of the century, The twao lepding British steam fire engine manufacturers
were Mermyweather & Sons and Shand Mason amd Company, both of which built up a thriving export
imade. Their rividey Anally ended in 1922, when Shand Mason was laken over by Meeryweather.,

The LE91 Shancd bason steam e engine depacted om the stamp was made 1o dee specification of the Syd-
ney bletrapolitan Fure Brpada, and was te vse in Svdiney until the 19307, Originally pulled by tao or
three horses, the fire engine was later converted for towing behind a tick.,

A publication of the Mew South Wales Fire Service Muscum supgests that the 1891 Shand Masen
steamer may have been the largest capacity steam fire engine ever built, The fire engine weighad 44 wons,
and could pemp mare than %20 ppm (zollons per minute b, Hot woter from the lire staion bodlers kept the
femperature up in the steamer, When the fire engine was despatched 1o fire, 2 mateh was dropped down
{hie funnel o ignile a pre-set fire inthe grate. By the time the appliance arnved atithe fise.enouch steam had
been generated Lo work the pump,

The 1891 Shand Mason steam fre enpine s now located just inside the main entranee of the Mew South
Wales Fire Service Museurn, forming o ool point ol the Musseum's display.

BENHAM (A, BUCKINGHAM) LTIY,, the lurpest GLUR. first day cover dealers i the UK. Coversare
avnilable from all good stamp shops throwghowt Brten,
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THE ROYAL VISIT
TO AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

O March 20th the Prince and Princess of Wolss and tseir son, Prince Willinm, will leave Loodon on their
way totheirfirstjoinl visitto Austradia aied Mew Zealand. [tis o precedent-setting irp in that their young son
is nocompanying them on Uds visit— it was previoesly unheard o Tor im bk to the throne to Teave Gineat B
1ain ot such o voung ape, However, il ts charsetenste of the fresh, modern attitucle that Princess Diana has
teought with her 10 the Royal household < and charactenisue of her devotion 1o her young son.

Pringe Charles s, of course, made many visit already 1o Awstealin and Mew Zealand: acthe nge of seven-
teen he went aut 1o Australin onoan edocetonal exclanpe with a student From Gieelong Grramimer School,
spending two lemms @t Tlimbertop, the outhack section of the school, and lis (st official visiowas in 1967
when he acted as the Queen’s represemtative an the funeral service of Harold Hol. premier of
Asiralin

It was in Mew Zenlond that the Chaeen micde ler first walkaboutin 1970, setting the trend for all future Royal
visits. The alfectzonof the Royal Family for thess two countries is amaly reciprocated in the warm welcome
alwawvs piven to any visiting memberad the Roval Family, a welcome that will surely be extended o Prince
Clharkes and Princess Diana. and the mest recent additen e e Gamily, Frince Willinm,

BENHAM (A BUCKINGHAM) LTD, the largest G.B. fAirst day eover duzlers in the UK. Covers are
avilable froem all good stamp shops throuphout Bratan.
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COMMONWEALTH DAY, AUSTRALIA

Al the Melbourne Commonwealih Hesds of Governmant mesling in 1962 il was decided ihat there should
be a special Commanwaalth stamp Issua avery five yearg, The purpose of the 1383 issue is 1o draw public
gilemtion to ||I'!!_Cl-'.ll'l1l'l'll:ll'u'-'13il_|ll'l and a1l the sgame Lime 1o grawide linancial suppoee [ the Cammaorezlib
Fund las Technicil Co-ppemation (SFTC] Australia is issuing 4 stamps on Semmmanwaalth Day, 140k Marely
gagicling in syinbolic form e folioéing concapts:

I :-.. Al ITs .... SR ;- N :;_:I-..I.

These lour themes are intended 12 encapsulata 0a ideals axprassad in The Daclaration af Commoanregea b
Frincigles, lonmulated at he Singamare Gommpnesgalth Heads of Goesrnmant maasingen 197 1, This sa1 ol
daalswasintendad 10 E--.'i:.‘,E"'..iIElu'.:i'.: lor paace, undersianding and goodwillamong all manking”. The prineci-
plassel gutin that dozumenl ralate espacially toinlermalional peace and ordes individual liberly and demac-
ratiz palitical procassas; e -:Iar-;a*a ol recial prejudice and calonial domination; Lha lengians srealed by
wizg digpariliag in wealth and aloAs to auarcoma povamy, igoaianse and distasa; and irlarnxhonal co-
1-:|_:|.’|E| ] Ii-igl topromode peace and laleranae, combind i Apislicn and sacera dawalapmentamang the peorias ol
Ew0r

This statemen! of prnciples was reinlarcad lirgtly by ha Lusaks Deslaration <n Racism and Racial Pre-
jqdics, adapted gt the Luesaks maating n 1973, and by the Melboure Daclaralion an tha Naeath'Ssuth
dislesgue, dravwer uprin 19871,

BENMHAM |4, BUCKINGHAM)LTD., tha largast G B firstday cover dealass inthe LLK Govans arg available
frem all gaod stamp shops throughoe Britaon
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COMMONWEALTH DAY, AUSTRALIA

Criginally called Empire Day and celebrated on Quean Victoria's tarthday, Cammonwealih Day
has been observed onthe second Monday in March since 1277 by agreemantwithall Commaon-
wiallh governments. Theintention of this simulta neoaus chservance is lo focus altention on the
Commonwealth: its ideals. ifa activiiies and s actual and polential influgnce on human
erdeavaur (o achieve justice and peace among peaple’, Al 1he end o the Second World War
anly five countries belonged ta the then Brilish Commanwealth of Nalions: Great Britain, Sus-
trali, Conada, New Zealand and South Africa.

Indiz &nd Pakislan achieved independence in 1247 and became mambars ol e Comman-
weallh; S Lanka, then known as Caylon, followed in 1948; but Burma, which obainad ils
incependence in 1he sama year, chose not (o join, Former British colonies in Africa, the Caribe
beanandthe Mediterranezn which gained 1heir independence in the lade 1950% and 1960's0n
mosl cases became Commonwealth members Maura jainedin 1968, lollowed by sevweral Sauth
Facific membarsin {he 1970's. South Africa withd ress feam the Commomeseal b im 1981 Tallgws-
ing alyections al other members toits racial policies. The recognition given by same mambers
1|f_:l:|_lrEFEEﬂglﬂ[J&$I'l. larmerly East Pakistan, caused FPakistan 1o leeve the Commaonwealth in

The Commanwealth now numiers 47 independent nations icorrect 1o July 1982), togetherwith
thaself-governing states and dependent 4erriteries linked to Australia. Britain and New Zealand
which fake part in Commonwezith activilies and which may seek membeship on achicving
independence,

BEENHAM (A, BUCKINGHAM)] LTD., tne largest G.E firs! day cover dealers in ihe LK Covers
are available from all good stamp shops throughout Britzin,
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COMMONWEALTH DAY, AUSTRALIA

The gymbolism uged inthe Slarmp designs is inlended o ercapsulle the ideals exprossad in Thie Declara-
tian al Cammanywaalth Frinciphes the relevant axlracis being:

CIDURLITYE AHD DIGHITY
Wie appose all fooms ol colonial damination and raczl appression and aee commitied o Lhe prnciples ol
humien dagnity and coualify.
SaCIAL IUSTICE ARD CO-GPRERATROHN
Whebralipue thad interrational co-aperdion isessenl@al o remioee The couses o war, pramols lalerance con:
bal inpuslice. and gacure daeyelopmesnl among Lhe pagples of Lswe workd”

LIBEATY AND FREEDCIM
Wi helieve inthe |".'IE'|'| al ihe indivigual, in 'HIIII..IE“ ru_:-h15 for all ciizens ragardiess ol race, colour, crecd or
political kalief, and in ther inalicnable right @0 parbcipele by maeans of fres and demecratic polilsg) pro-
casiEg in framong the aacie s imwhich ey e e theredores strive to promatein @ach ef our counlfias ihasa
represenfalbve ingtitulionz and guearanlaes lar parsonal Ireadom ander the lays |hat Gre aur comman
hearilagea’

[t T L

FEAICE AND HATRROHNY
We helicer thal imierredional paace and |.'_|r|'|r-r ana FE"..{II'II;I'I.I I the spcurity and prosperity ol man-
kind ...

The designaer of the stomps. B Garry Emery, cxplivins the symbalism ol the design thws: the uplarmed kands

aracntEndad Lo @y balise cara and campassian, and 1he rambow ellect ol Tha wings indizates comrsr and

optimism. OF tha toursels ol abetractooncapts, only peace can berepraseniadwitha u "||'ll"HruEl":|I"-||'||'-|r“75er|

symbal: the dovewith thaaliva brench. Tha grains lalling from tha heaks i the social justice and ca-cperadian
esign symbalise co-aperatian in the shanng o food

BENHAM (4. BUCKINGHAM}LTD., the lrgest 5.6 first dvy cover deafess in the LU Caverg are aeailakle

lrarn all Qood $1amp shops ||III:'JI:||'II:lL'| Britiun
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COMMONWEALTH DAY, AUSTRALIA

According to an announcement made by the Caommanwealth Secretanat in May
1982, stamps bearing the Cammanwealth symbal and incarparating the wards 'Com-
manwealth Day 14 March 1283 will be issued by 45 member countries and some 10
associated and depandent territories, The 23,000 sets of these stamps donated by
thie relavant governments to the Commaonweslth Secratariat will be made available to
the public in a limited edition album aarly in 1233,

Frofits will be contribuled 1o the Commonwealth Fund lor Technical Co-aperation,
which is the Secretariat’s ‘multilateral aid agency’. Funded by volumary contributions
from member countries, the CFTC provides technical assistance to developing
countries within the Commanweaalth, bath membars and depgendencies, The CFTC
supplies expert advisers, assists with training programmes, and promoles expors
and industrial development. The income derived from the Commonwealth Day stamp
issue is expected to strengthen the GFTC's operational reserve, established to
cushion the effecis of unforeseen shartfalls in receipts and currency fluciuations.
BENHAM (A. BUCKINGHAM) LTD., the largesi G.BE. first day cover dealars in thea
UK. Covers are available from all good stamp shaps throughout Britain
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COMMONWEALTH DAY, AUSTRALIA

According to an announcement made by the Caommanwealth Secretanat in May
1982, stamps bearing the Cammanwealth symbal and incarparating the wards 'Com-
manwealth Day 14 March 1283 will be issued by 45 member countries and some 10
associated and depandent territories, The 23,000 sets of these stamps donated by
thie relavant governments to the Commaonweslth Secratariat will be made available to
the public in a limited edition album aarly in 1233,

Frofits will be contribuled 1o the Commonwealth Fund lor Technical Co-aperation,
which is the Secretariat’s ‘multilateral aid agency’. Funded by volumary contributions
from member countries, the CFTC provides technical assistance to developing
countries within the Commanweaalth, bath membars and depgendencies, The CFTC
supplies expert advisers, assists with training programmes, and promoles expors
and industrial development. The income derived from the Commonwealth Day stamp
issue is expected to strengthen the GFTC's operational reserve, established to
cushion the effecis of unforeseen shartfalls in receipts and currency fluciuations.
BENHAM (A. BUCKINGHAM) LTD., the largesi G.BE. first day cover dealars in thea
UK. Covers are available from all good stamp shaps throughout Britain
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