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The NEWSLETTER    OF   THE   ORANGE    

COIN  AND   STAMP CLUB 

INCORPORATED  

 
 

Our Clubõs 56th Year  

 

 

 
 

THE CLUB MEET S AGAIN AFER THIS  TUESDAY 24 th  

NOVEMBER, ON 26 th  JANUARY 2021   
 

 

Audrey Ferris at the kidôs activities table at our 2014 Spring Fair.  Audrey 

has provided outstanding service to the Orange Coin and Stamp Club 

Inc as Youth Co-ordinator since 2006 & has been nominated for an 

award. 
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Conditions of Use Statement for the Orange Cultural Centre: -  

 
 

 
We may have to live with COVID-19 for months or years. Let's not deny it or 

panic. Let's not make our lives useless. Let's learn to live with this fact.
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OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING 

IS ON TUESDAY  26 th  

JANUARY 2021  
 

 
The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St 

 

The Clubôs next monthly meeting is on 

next Tuesday night, the 26th January 2021 

at the Orange Cultural Centre. Itôs our last 

monthly meeting for 2021. 
 

The monthly coin & stamp mini-fair is in 

the Orange Cultural Centre is on Saturday 

5th December 2020 from 9 to 1. 
 

Itôs in Sale St, Orange.  Itôs the building 

that used to be a school. Itôs on the right 

hand side as you enter the Woolworths Car 

Park.  The building is sort of opposite 

Harris Farm Market, but entrance is from 

the mini-park on the Sale St frontage. 

 

OUR 2021 ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP EXPO IS PLANNED 

FOR 10 th  & 11 th  APRIL 2021  
 

Our 2021 2-day Orange Coin & Stamp Expo 

is scheduled to take place on the weekend of 

Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th April 2021.   

 

We still need a final ñsay-soò from Orange 

High School, depending on how the Covoid-

19 virus develops or if its spread, hopefully, 

recedes. 
 

  

ó 

 

YOUR $5  ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP  FOR 
2020 -21  IS NOW 
DUE  
 

Pay at the next meeting, the monthly 

fair at the Orange Cultural Centre, or 

post to the treasurer, Howard Lyons 

at PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800 
 

 
 

The committee of the Orange Coin 

& Stamp Club wish all members & 

their families a happy and joyous 

Christmas & a prosperous New 

Year in 2021 
 

Orange Spring Fair  2019 
participating dealers ï 
please continue to 
support them: -   

Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 
2000    Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax 
(02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

 A. Byrne Coins  (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) ï PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)                 
Buying and Selling 

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
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Orange Stamps & Coins  
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  
             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling - Stamps, Coins, 
Banknotes, Accessories, etc. 

Phil & Win Morehouse , 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 
4087, Email ς 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au . 
World-wide stamps bought and sold 

AAA Stamps  (Steve Burton) of 

Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 

 

DATES FOR 2020 & FOR  

2021  
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Tuesday 24th November 2020, our 

last meeting for 2020. 
 

SCDAA Petersham Stamp, Coin & 
Banknote Fair, Petersham Town 
Hall, 29 November 2020. SCDAA 

Petersham Fair has been 

CANCELLED  
 

Tamworth Philatelic Societyôs Swap & 

Sell. 29 November 2020, at the Bendemeer 

Bowling Club, 10am 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular 

monthly fair  at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Saturday 5th December 2020, 9-1. 

No more after this till early February 2021   

 

Campbelltown Club meeting, 7pm, 9th 

December 2020. Christmas 

charity auction. New venue is the 
Campbelltown Senior Citizens' Hall,  

Queen Street, Campbelltown (entry via 

the underpass in Broughton Street) 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Tuesday 26th January 2021. Yes, 

itôs Australia day too! 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular 

monthly fair  at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Saturday 6th February 2021, 9-1 

 

PHILAS Open Day, Saturday 13th 

February 2021 at PHILAS House. 

 

PHILAS Auction, 13 March 2021 at 

PHILAS House, Darlinghurst. 

 

The 2021 Orange Coin & 

Stamp Expo, Saturday 10th & 

Sunday 11th April 2021 at the 

Orange High School Hall (subject to 

its availability) 
 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 15-16 May 

2021, Sturt Primary School, White 

Avenue, Karingal, Wagga 

 

PHILAS Auction, 10 July 2021 at 

PHILAS House, Darlinghurst. 
 

 

Toowoomba National One-Frame 

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021 

 

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition  

Date changed from 2-4 

October 2020 to Friday 21 

October to Sunday 23 October 

2021 Newcastle Showground 

Exhibition Centre, Broadmeadow 
 

 

OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK  
 

Colin Richardson advises that circuit book is 

doing its rounds. Book #91 is doing its 

rounds. The coin circuit book has also 

commenced. 
 

Colin can be contacted direct at 

Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com 

Ph: 63690634 

A blank circuit book page is at the back of 

this newsletter. Make a copy and start your 

selling. 

 

mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
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ITEMS FOR THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND 

CORRESPONDENCE TO 

THE CLUB  

Items for this newsletter could be posted to 

the Secretary at the Clubôs postal address: -

PO Box 324 ORANGE 2800 

Better still you could e-mailed to: - 

ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone 63 614 873.

 
éééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

Come al ong to the /āðýöô #þøý ɷ 3ăðüÿ #ûĄñˑĂ 

Orange Coin & Stamp 

Expo 2021  
Saturday 10 th  & Sunday 

11th  April 2021  
9 to 4  Sat and 9 to 3  Sun 

Orange High School Hall, Woodward St, Orange  
 
Car park entrance is next to Duntryleague Golf Club.  For off street parking turn left opposite 

United Petrol Station in Woodward St. and just prior to traffic lights 

Displays of stamps, coins and banknotes  
 

Sydney & Canberra & local dealers will be in attendance and will offer a range 

of Australian 

& World stamps, covers, coins, banknotes and accessories 

 

Dealers are available to give valuations & appraisals  
 

Admission is $2; accompanied children free 
 

For further information phone Howard on 0427 107 554    

   
 

 

 

 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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MORE COVOID19 STAMPS  

A junk e-mail from the Nordfrim in Denmark featured some new Covoid-19 
stamp issues.  It is reproduced below:-  
 
A range of African nations have taken an interesting approach to the COVID-19 
Relief stamps, as seen below. For instance the Central African Republic has 
taken of the most iconic stamps, and turned it into a public health campaign.  

  

 

The sheet of stamps consists of six different stamps, all starting with the classic 
Penny Black stamp - the first actual stamp in Britain. Each stamp depicts the British 
Monarch, wearing a face mask, in order to protect her from COVID-19. The stamps 
manage to bring a little humour into a world of dread at the moment.  
 
The stamps shown above are from the Central African Republic, but they are also 
available in versions from Chad, Djibouti, and Niger. The different countries use the 
same setup, but the stamps come with different face masks. 
 
Staying with the range of African nations, this issue also highlights the use of face 
masks in a fun way, displaying a range of world-famous monuments, covered in face 

masks for public health and safety.  

http://xur31.mjt.lu/lnk/AUkAABSL2K4AAchR57QAAAFMwl8AAAAAXLQAADVjABIQHgBfprzjz8A7XovOS1-46oPOg79GvgASF28/1/V9qC_5MYJ2_5sUmS6S1KvQ/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3RhbXB3b3JsZC5jb20vc3RhbXBzL0NlbnRyYWwtQWZyaWNhbi1SZXB1YmxpYy9Qb3N0YWdlLXN0YW1wcy9nOTUyMC8
http://xur31.mjt.lu/lnk/AUkAABSL2K4AAchR57QAAAFMwl8AAAAAXLQAADVjABIQHgBfprzjz8A7XovOS1-46oPOg79GvgASF28/2/vb-LklCrA_iAKvSFDt3q9Q/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3RhbXB3b3JsZC5jb20vc3RhbXBzL0NlbnRyYWwtQWZyaWNhbi1SZXB1YmxpYy9Qb3N0YWdlLXN0YW1wcy9nOTUyMC8
http://xur31.mjt.lu/lnk/AUkAABSL2K4AAchR57QAAAFMwl8AAAAAXLQAADVjABIQHgBfprzjz8A7XovOS1-46oPOg79GvgASF28/3/_l_7kK3s8XgR2blFikUSXQ/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3RhbXB3b3JsZC5jb20vc3RhbXBzL0NoYWQvUG9zdGFnZS1zdGFtcHMvZzM0NjYv
http://xur31.mjt.lu/lnk/AUkAABSL2K4AAchR57QAAAFMwl8AAAAAXLQAADVjABIQHgBfprzjz8A7XovOS1-46oPOg79GvgASF28/4/hEbd1b4aVfBunt4AHy3qZg/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3RhbXB3b3JsZC5jb20vc3RhbXBzL0RqaWJvdXRpL1Bvc3RhZ2Utc3RhbXBzL2czMzU1Lw
http://xur31.mjt.lu/lnk/AUkAABSL2K4AAchR57QAAAFMwl8AAAAAXLQAADVjABIQHgBfprzjz8A7XovOS1-46oPOg79GvgASF28/5/eudHs8N3F2lCB1m1xESUog/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3RhbXB3b3JsZC5jb20vc3RhbXBzL05pZ2VyL1Bvc3RhZ2Utc3RhbXBzL2c3MzIyLw


7 | P A G E  

 

  

The four stamps from Chad depicts the statue of David by Michelangelo, wearing a 
face mask, as well as one of the gargoyles of the Notre-Dame Cathedral wearing 
one. 
 
The set of stamps also shows a few of the larges face masks in the history of the 
world, as the remaining two stamps depict the Statue of Liberty, and the Presidents 
of Mount Rushmore, each wearing what must be enormous face masks. Mount 
Rushmore even got an additional stone carving here, as it has the words "Stay 
Home" written in stone. 
 
All interesting stamp issues for the thematic collector, but your editor ponders how 
many were actually used on the letters mailed in Chad. 
The Chad public postal service is provided by the Société Tchadienne des Postes et 
de l'épargne (STPE).  The STPE, has recently informed other Universal Postal Union 
member countries that, following improvements in the public health situation, the 
Chad Government reopened the country's air borders with effect from 1 August 
2020.   This means that the STPE is again able to exchange postal items with other 
designated operators. 
 
In France, the artist Ben Vautier has designed this beautiful stamp booklet, in 

celebration of the critically important workers in the country, who have been working 
tirelessly since France entered a state of emergency on March 24th.  

http://xur31.mjt.lu/lnk/AUkAABSL2K4AAchR57QAAAFMwl8AAAAAXLQAADVjABIQHgBfprzjz8A7XovOS1-46oPOg79GvgASF28/6/19drVsu_D8OzJyifoDk-mg/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3RhbXB3b3JsZC5jb20vc3RhbXBzL0NoYWQvUG9zdGFnZS1zdGFtcHMvZzM0OTMv
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The stamps each depict one or more of the critically important workers, and it covers 
workers such as doctors and nurses, Police and Firefighters, postal workers, drivers 
of all modes of public transportation, and farmers and shop clerks. The beautiful 
stamps have a high level of detail, and the issue really highlights the importance of 
the workers in a situation like this. Most of the workers on the stamps are wearing 
their masks. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

This Austrian stamp, printed on toilet paper, was inspired by the panic-buying of toilet paper 
when COVID-19 first hit Europe in the spring. It shows a baby elephant, a symbol which has 
encouraged citizens to keep their distance during the pandemic. Itôs actually a 3-layered 
stamp with only a top layer of toilet paper 
 

http://xur31.mjt.lu/lnk/AUkAABSL2K4AAchR57QAAAFMwl8AAAAAXLQAADVjABIQHgBfprzjz8A7XovOS1-46oPOg79GvgASF28/8/mbni6izHLobn6sceVQFhog/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubm9yZGZyaW0uY29tL2ZyYW5jZS10b3VzLWVuZ2FnZXMtYmtsdD9jdXI9RVVSJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9c3RhbXB3b3JsZCZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWUtbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249U1cyMDExMg
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ORANGE STAMPS AND COINS 
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 2800 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 
Ebay store: http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins 

 

ñIdeal Christmas Giftò 
 

 

2020 unique Christmas pop-out 50 cent  coin decoration featuring golden 

wattle flower emblem.       RRP   $10-00  
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

AC/DC       ......  $15-00 each  

¶ 2020 20c Coloured Uncirculated Coin ï 45th Anniversary of the Australian release of 
(single) High Voltage 

¶ 2020 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of the Australian release 
(album) T.N.T 

¶ 2020 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of (album) Back in Black 

¶ 2020 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 35th Anniversary of (album) Ballbreaker 

¶ 2021 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of (album) Dirty Deeds Done 
Dirt Cheap 

¶ 2021 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of (album) For Those About 
to Rock We Salute You 

2020/2021 AC/DC  -  $1 Silver Frosted Uncirculated Coin   -   RRP  $90-00 

                            

http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
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Orange Stamps & Coins advert page 2 
 

2020 Australia -60 Years of Supercars ð 50 cent 9 coin 
collection in tin. 
 

RRP - $145-00  - Limited quantity  still  available.. 

 
Individual coins available at $15-00 ð Contact me for details if more information 

is required 

 
2020 Coloured $2 Firefighters coin ð   SOLD OUT  
with exception of circulating coins in RAM roll.  (Limited number remaining.) 

 

2021 Six coin Proof and Uncirculated Year Sets 
 

 RRP $30-00 (features aboriginal flag  coloured)$ 

 
Proof sets available $ 120-00 
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Orange Stamps & Coins advert page 3 
 

2021 Six coin Baby Proof and Baby Uncirculated Year Sets. 
(Available for purchase by pre-sale now with delivery not expected until early Dec.) 
 

 Baby Mint 
set $45-00 

------------------------------- 

 
Baby Proof Set  $130-00 

 
Place an order via email or telephone. Payment can be made by PayPal or credit card. 
Postage costs kept to a minimum.  
We are only a phone call away......02 6362 2368 (please leave message) 
 

Shop direct on my EBay store - http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins 

 

 

http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
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AN 1897 COVER FROM HILLGROVE TO JOHN 
LEWIS CHILDS AT FLORAL PARK IN NEW 
YORK & THE JOHN LEWIS CHILDS SEED Co. 
POSTCARDS 
 

This story started with a cover posted at Hillgrove in northern New South Wales to a Mr John 

Lewis Childs at Floral Park in New York State.   It was postmarked at Hillgrove on May 9th 

1897 and showed three 1d lilac New South Wales Centenary stamps of July 1888 cancelled 

with Hillgroveôs ñ1256ò barred numeral obliterator.   The back of the cover shows a New 

York arrival cancel dated 8th June 1897. 

 

 

 
 

The travelled first by the 34km of road by coach to Armidale, and then by overnight 
train to Sydney. It was the daily one that started its journey at Wallangarra on the 
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border, after connecting with the Sydney Express from Brisbane.  It then travelled on 
the S.S. Mariposa, which sailed from Sydney on 10th May 1897 (that mail closed at 
the Sydney GPO at 2pm).  It was timed to arrive in San Francisco on 3rd June 1897.  
The rest of the journey across the United Sates was by rail.  The first The S.S, 
Mariposa was an iron ship built in 1883 in Philadelphia  It was of 3,000 gross register 
tons and was built for the Oceanic Steamship Company, which had been founded in 
1881 by John D. Spreckels & Brothers.  Later Oceanic were taken over by the 
Matson Line who continued the service until the 1960ôs.  The Mariposa provided a 
two-monthly mail, passenger & cargo service between Sydney to San Francisco until 
1912.  It was wrecked when it hit a reef off the coast of British Columbia in 1915. 
 

 
 

Hillgrove in 1897 was a bustling, thriving town reputedly having a population 
numbering 4,000 inhabitants and more. In 1900 it had grown to such an extent it 
boasted six hotels, four churches, two schools, a hospital, banks, stock exchange, 
court house, police station, race track, numerous shops and two very profitable 
antimony and gold mines. It had its own Municipal Council.  Within three decades 
these had all disappeared from the face of the earth.  It possibly has a population of 
about 50 now.  They all commute to work in Armidale.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philadelphia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_register_ton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_register_ton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_D._Spreckels
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The coach to Armidale leaves the Hillgrove Post Office circa 1905 

 
Hillgrove circa 1910 

 

The senderôs name is not known, but research on the addressee, John Lewis Childs 
proved interesting: -  
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John Lewis Childs (1856-1921) was a name that in the period from the 1890ôs to the 
1920ôs was known in every village and town in the Unites States.   His name was 
synonymous with floriculture. He was spoken of as ñone who has sent more 
happiness into the homes of this, and other countriesò.   
 

John Lewis Childs founded Floral Park on Long Island in New York State and was 
the sole proprietor of the great seeds and florist business which flourished from the 
1880ôs.  
 
At 17 years of age he came Queens on Long Island and took a position a plant 
nursery.    The next year he rented a few acres of ground and began his business of 
seedsman and florist.    It was 5 years before the business showed real growth.   He 
purchased the land and added to it.   The Long Island Railroad established a new 
railway station at his business.  At Childôs request it was called Floral Park.  The mail 
order side of the business grew so big that the U.S. Post Office established a post 
office there for this one business.   
 
He established his own printing plant there to produce his seeds catalogues, his 
Mayflower horticultural magazine and later a kidôs magazine called the School Mate.  
The printing business produced also produced range of private postal stationery and 
a large variety of picture postcards, many in colour, used as replies to mail orders as 
well as being sold to the innumerable visitors to Floral Park. Your editor estimates 
that the John Lewis Childs Seed Co.ôs Mayflower Publishing produced over 60 
different postcards 
 

Floral Park became a village built up for this one business.  After the 1930ôs it 
became absorbed by the greater city of New York as a suburb.  
 

John Lewis Childs was also a determined student of natural history.   He was a 
competent ornithologist and corresponded around the World to find information 
about birds.  He had one of the largest collections in the United States of birds and 
bird eggs.  It included 1,000 mounted North American birds.  Childs had personally 
collected 700 of these.  He likewise owned a very large library of books on natural 
history, especially birds.   He wrote books on a variety of natural history topics and 
lectured weekly to school children.   
 

By 1915 he purchased a second estate of about 1,000 acres, near St James on Long 
Island which he called Flowerfield.  He used the land to grow only dahlias and 
gladioli.    
 

Childs died aboard a New York Central train from Albany to New York City in 1921.  
He was only 64.  His company continued to operate in the 1920s, only stopping in 
the Great Depression. His wife sold the seed catalogue operation to the Edward T. 
Bromfield Seed Company in the mid-1920s. Childsô realty holdings were sold in the 
mid-1930s, valued by the broker at $2,000,000. Childs's ornate 18 room Victorian 
house in Floral Park was torn down in 1950 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Central
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albany,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression
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PPC of the óFloral Parkô office building 
 

 
 

PPC of John Lewis Childôs house at Floral Park 

 
 

PPC of Floral Park greenhouses, 1910 
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Plain John Lewis Childs Seed Co postcard for replies to seed catalogue enquiries 

 

 
 

Circa-1910 PPC of the Lawn Fountain at Floral Park 
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John Lewis Childôs Seed Co, 1898 seed catalogue cover.   Colour printing and illustrations 

were a feature of the Companyôs catalogues 
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Both sides of John Lewis Childs Seed Co., PPC of Lawn & Private Conservatories at 
Floral Park.  This one was used to acknowledge an item omitted from a mail order.  
Large quantities of this type and other types, though, were sold to visitors.  Not being 
especially rare they sell for about U.S. $5.00.  Floral Park Post Office was big 
enough to have a postmarking machine. 
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1903 PPC of the Lawn of John Lewis Childs, Floral Park.   By 1910 the Mayflower 

Publishing Co had installed colour printing machines for their postcards. 

 

 
 

Masthead of the very successful óMayflowerô magazine 
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Circa 1910 PPC of the John Lewis Childsô Mayflower Publishing Co printing works at Floral 

Park 

 

 

 
 

Circa-1905 PPC of the Floral Park Bulb Warehouse. 

 

 

So the conundrum is: - was the letter sent from Hillgrove in 1897 one requesting a 
seed catalogueéor was about something about birds? 
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AIR MAILS TO BUDAPEST BETWEEN THE 

WARS  
 

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS FROM LONDON TO BUDAPEST 1935-1939 
This article started with the writerôs first flight cover for Imperial Airways London to 
Budapest service that began on 1st April 1935. 

 

 
 

It flew on one of the newly-acquired De Havilland D.H. 86 ñDianaò Class aircraft: -  
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In 18th January 1934, the formation of Qantas Empire Airways Limited took place, 
which combined the interests of Imperial Airways and Qantas (Queensland and 
Northern Territory Aerial Services Limited). 
 
The object was to operate in association with Imperial Airways on the Trans-Australian 
route. The 8th December saw the London-Singapore route extended to Brisbane for 
mail, the Singapore-Brisbane section operated by Qantas Empire Airways. Passengers 
were carried over the entire England-Australia route from April 1935. 
 
The operation of the Singapore-Brisbane section of the Australia route led to a new 
airliner which would be suitable - the de Havilland D.H. 86.  This was de Havilland's first 
four-engine aircraft, and it was both designed and built in just four months for the Empire 
Air Route contract. Because it was designed so quickly this led to a number of design 
faults causing serious accidents later on. Both Qantas Empire Airways and Imperial 
Airways placed orders for this type, and Imperial Airways commissioned the first of 
these new airliners, 'Diana', on 25th May 1934.    
 

The 'Diana' class made new European routes possible for Imperial Airways, and on 1st 
April 1935 a daily London to Budapest, via Brussels-Cologne-Prague & Vienna route 
was opened. During the same year the frequency of both the London-Singapore and 
London-Johannesburg services were doubled. 
 

Interestingly Imperial Airways had serviced Budapest for a short period of time as a 
stop-over on their pioneering 1929 service from London to Karachi. Service commenced 
in September 1929, but the Italian government objected to Imperial flying over Italy. The 
route was then diverted in November 1929 to the north with new stopovers at Cologne, 
Vienna, Budapest and Belgrade to Athens.  Because of the mountains in Yugoslavia 
this route was abandoned after only two flights.   
 

Although a number of covers were flown, they were not part of an official air mail. Indian 
mails then had to travel between Cologne and Athens by train. 
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This April 1936 Imperial Airways timetable shows the London to Budapest service leaving 

Croydon Airport in London at 9.00 and arriving at 18.00.   The return flight left Budapest on 

Weekdays at 10.15 and arrived at Croydon at 20.00.  The fare was £17 

 

On 19th February 1936, the 'Diana' class was also used on a weekly mail service 
between Kano in Nigeria and London, where it flew between Kano and Khartoum, 
from where the West African service joined the main Africa trunk route. This service 
later carried passengers and the route terminal was extended to Lagos on 15th 
October, and to Accra on the Gold Coast on 13th October 1937. This route which 
Imperial Airways pioneered, was to become a main supply route to the Middle East 
during the war. 
 
On 14th March 1936, the type operated a new service between Penang and Hong 
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Kong, linking with the main Australia route at Penang, which gave a weekly service 
between London and Hong Kong for the first time. 
Imperial Airways operated 12 D.H. 86 aircraft from 1934 to 1941 before they were 
handed over to the R.A.A.F. Only one, Draco crashed in Switzerland in October 1935.  
De Havilland built 82 of these aircraft.   They had a capacity of two pilots and ten 
passengers and a load of 10,250lbs.  The maximum speed was 166 miles per hour. 

 
 

THE DEUTSCHE LUFT HANSA BUDAPEST AIR MAIL SERVICE 

 
Following the Versailles Treaty signed after Armistice between the Allies and Germany 
of 11 November 1918, no German planes were allowed to fly outside of Germanyôs 
borders.  To get around this German airlines like Deutsche Luft Hansa negotiated route-
share agreements with other European airlines like D.A.L. and K.L.M.   This allowed air 
services to Germany to resume in May 1924.  Although regular, they were based on 
provisional agreements with Germany.   The first permanent agreement was concluded 
in January 1928.  
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In early 1928 the German State-owned airline, Deutsche Luft Hansa, was thus able to 
commence their Vienna ï Budapest ï Belgrade ï Sofia ï Constantinople air and air mail 
service. It connected at Vienna with flights from Berlin.  It used the Junkers G-24 plane. 
It was a three-engined monoplane with a capacity of two pilots and 10 passengers.  .  
The service was óspeeded upô in May 1934 and boasted that mail could be delivered 
from Vienna to Constantinople in 24 hours. 
Hungary had significantly larger levels of traffic with Austria and Germany than with the 
United Kingdom. There were up to three daily Duetsche Luft Hansa flights into Budapest 
compared to one daily (weekday) Imperial Airways flight.   
 

THE FIRST EVER INTERNATIONAL AIR MAIL FLIGHTS & THE 1918 
MILITARY AIR MAIL SERVICE FROM VIENNA TO BUDAPEST 
 

 
Mail for Budapest in 1918 

 

On July 4, 1918, Colonel August Raft von Marwil began flying a new airmail route from 
Vienna to Budapest, Hungary.  Both cities were in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. This 
new route, however was closed within a month, however, because ñenemies within the 
Empireò sabotaged the airplanes, killing four airmen. 
 

Colonel August Raft von Marwil is remembered today for flying the first regular 
International Airmail, months earlier, in March 1918. 
 

During World War I, the Austrian military also used airplanes to transport field mail to 
connect the widely scattered areas. When the reliability of these means of transport had 
been proven, the postal administrations of the Austro-Hungarian Double Monarchy 
should, according to plans by its War and Trade ministries, ñalso give the civilian 
population the opportunity to have consignments delivered faster than by land and thus 
generate incomeò. 
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On March 20, 1918, the then 24-year-old front-line pilot, Colonel August Raft von 
Marwil, started the first aircraft of the Hansa Brandenburg C-1 with 200 h.p. on a 
reconnaissance flight with an observation officer at the Aspern airfield in Vienna. In 
several stages it went via Krakow to Kiev; the return flight - with 4kg of caviar on 
board - took only ten hours to fly.   A test flight with the flight officer Lieutenant 
Colonel Jäger on March 24th was satisfactory despite rain, clouds and low altitude. 
 

This first international service carrying mostly civilian mail, began during World War I, 
partly because of the shortage of food. Austria had hoped to reach new suppliers to 
its east in the Ukraine. By late 1916, food supply to Austria from Hungary became 
intermittent and the government sought an armistice with the Entente powers. 
However, this failed as Britain and France no longer had any regard for the integrity 
of the monarchy because of Austro-Hungarian support for Germany. 
 

Early in March 1918, Colonel August Raft von Marwil and his observation officer flew 
from Vienna, Austria, 700 miles (1,127 kilometres) east to Kiev, Ukraine. The colonel 
found plentiful food. The first service on March 20 1918 was launched as a regular 
airmail route between these two cities to carry private mail, food, and supplies, as 
well as some military airmail. The route was flown in a Brandenburg biplane and, at 
times, would carry a passenger as well as the mail. The Austrian route lasted seven 
months; the plane made some forced landings but there were no fatalities.  
 

 
1918 Military airmail flight cover franked FLUGPOST opt 1.50Kr/2Kr, 2.50Kr/3Kr, 
grey paper, plus Karl 15h, tied by "Lemberg 22 V 18"date-stamp (then in Poland, 
now Ukraine), & with "Flugpost Lemberg-Lwow 22 V 18" date-stamp 
 
On April 2, 1918, the Vienna Post and Telegraph Ordinance Gazette No. 15 
published Ordinance No. 17 on the introduction of civil air mail between Vienna and 
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Lemberg. The first mail carriage on the return route Lwow - Krakow and Krakow - 
Vienna dates from April 1, 1918. 
 
Airmail was transported by the Austrian military on behalf of the postal 
administration, under the direction of Colonel August Raft von Marwil. Up to 22 
aircraft, 14 N.C.O. pilots and 16 observation officers were used on this airline. The 
sections added up to almost 1200 kilometres, half of them between the stations 
Vienna, Krakow and Lemberg (at that time also called Lwow). A continuation via the 
Ukrainian city Proskurow (today Khmelnyzkyj) to the capital Kiev served exclusively 
military and official purposes. The region, which was formally independent after the 
Russian Revolution, was occupied by Germany and Austria-Hungary from February 
1918. 
 

 
 

The postcard, above, depicts an Austrian aircraft used for the military mail 
courier flights from Vienna to Kiev, which began around March 20, 1918. For a 
while it serviced Budapest too. 
The card pictures a Hansa-Brandenburg C.I, which was a 2-seat, armed, 
single-engine reconnaissance biplane designed by Ernst Heinkel, who worked 
at that time for the parent company in Germany.  

 
Assuming a clear view, the departure in Vienna-Aspern, laden with mail bags, started 
at 4.30 a.m. the first landing in Krakow was scheduled for 8 a.m. After the mail had 
been unloaded and reloaded into a re-fuelled machine, the onward flight from 
Krakow left at 8:30 a.m. and reached Lemberg at around 11 a.m.   The section for 
military purposes between Lemberg, Proskurow and Kiev was completed as planned 
between 11.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. The return flight to Vienna began there the next 
day at 4 a.m. via the corresponding stations. 
 
It is reported that in the first months the mail could be delivered according to plan on 
80 out of 90 days, the sacks were left lying around on only ten dates due to fog or 
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poor visibility.   There were no major technical breakdowns with accidents during this 
period. The delivered documents could mostly be delivered on the same day. 
 

 
 
The Hungarians, who were part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and on the German 
side in World War I, also wanted to be connected to this air mail route.    The Hungarian 
(Magyar) Post Office opened up connection with it by initiating two daily flights between 
Vienna and Budapest.  These commenced on July 5, 1918. The Hungarian postal 
administration overprinted t two of its own airmail stamps for sale. A value of 1.50 
crowns resulted from a red overprint on 75 fillers; the 4.50 crowns are printed in blue on 
2 crowns with the overprint ñREP¦L¥ POSTAò (air mail) appears above each. 
 

 
 
After political complications and technical problems - assassinations were suspected 
behind several accidents - air mail traffic between Vienna and Budapest was suspended 
again on July 24, 1918, barely three weeks after its introduction. A little more than 2,400 
documents are said to have been flown to Hungary. An extension of the route into 
occupied Romania was also planned, but was not realized.   The War was not over for 
Austro-Hungary until the their separate Armistice of 3 November 1919 
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Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1914 
 
 

 
 

Hungary 1918 to present 
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LATER HUNGARIAN AIR MAIL STAMP ISSUES 
The three ñpropellerò-design air mail stamps (green 1p, brownish 2p and blue-grey 5p) 
were issued on 20th June 1933.  The brown 72 forint and the bluish-grey 48 forint air 
mail stamps were also issued on 20th June 1933 as was the carmine 20 forint and the 
blue 40 forint air mail stamps.  Also issued that day was the 10 forint greyish-blue and 
16 forint purple ñplane over the Danubeô air mail stamps. 

  
 
The next set of Hungarian air mail stamps were issued on 8th May 1936 
10 florint bright-green     Fokker F VII over mail coach 
20 forint rose ïred  Fokker F VII over mail coach 
36 forint brown  Fokker F VII over mail coach 
40 forint bright-blue  Plane over Parliament building 
52 forint orange-red Plane over Parliament building 
60 forint violet   Plane over Parliament building 
80 forint grey-green  Plane over Parliament building 
1 pengo dark-yellow-green   Plane 
2 pengo brown-carmine   Plane 
5 pengo dark-blue   Plane 
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As air mail stamps they could be used on the Hindenburg Zeppelin flights: -  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



33 | P A G E  

 

HUNGARY IN 1935 

Following the Wall Street Crash of 1929 in the U.S. and the beginning of the Great 
Depression, world grain prices plummeted, and the framework supporting Hungary's 
economy buckled. Hungary's earnings from grain exports declined as prices and volume 
dropped, tax revenues fell, foreign credit sources dried up, and short-term loans were 
called in. The Hungarian national bank depleted its supply of precious metals and 
foreign currency during a period of a few weeks in 1931. Hungary sought financial relief 
from the League of Nations, which insisted on a program of rigid fiscal belt-tightening, 
resulting in increased unemployment. The peasants reverted to subsistence farming. 
Industrial production rapidly dropped, and businesses went bankrupt as domestic and 
foreign demand evaporated. Government workers lost their jobs or suffered severe pay 
cuts. By 1933 about 18 percent of Budapest's citizens lived in poverty. Unemployment 
leapt from 5 percent in 1928 to almost 36 percent by 1933.  It was about the same in 
1935. 

 

Gyula Gombos 

As the standard of living dropped, the political mood of the country shifted further 
towards the right. Horthy the president appointed a reactionary demagogue, Gyula 
Gömbös, who refrained from calling elections before the parliament's term had expired,  
Gombos was a an strong anti-Semitist. 

Gömbös's appointment marked the beginning of the radical right's ascendancy in 
Hungarian politics, which lasted with few interruptions until 1945. The radical right 
garnered its support from medium and small farmers, former refugees from Hungary's 
lost territories, and unemployed civil servants, army officers, and university graduates. 
Gömbös advocated a one-party government, revision of the Treaty of Trianon, 
withdrawal from the League of Nations, anti-intellectualism, and social reform. He 
assembled a political machine, but his efforts to fashion a one-party state and fulfil his 
reform platform were frustrated by a parliament. 

In foreign affairs, Gömbös led Hungary towards close relations with Italy and 
especially Germany; in fact, Gömbös coined the term Axis, which was later adopted by 
the German-Italian military alliance. Soon after his appointment, Gömbös visited Italian 
dictator Benito Mussolini and gained his support for revision of the Treaty of Trianon. 
Later, Gömbös became the first foreign head of government to visit German 
chancellor Adolf Hitler. For a time, Hungary profited handsomely, as Gömbös signed a 
trade agreement with Germany that drew Hungary's economy out of depression but 
made Hungary dependent on the German economy for both raw materials and markets. 
In 1928, Germany had accounted for 19.5 percent of Hungary's imports and 11.7 
percent of its exports; by 1939 the figures were 52.5 percent and 52.2 percent, 
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respectively. Hungary's annual rate of economic growth from 1934 to 1940 averaged 
10.8 percent. The number of workers in industry doubled in the ten years after 1933.  

The 1935 elections gave Gömbös more solid support in the parliament, and he 
succeeded in gaining control of the ministries of Finance, Industry, and Defence and in 
replacing several key military officers with his supporters. In September 1936, Gömbös 
informed German officials that he would establish a Nazi-like, one-party government in 
Hungary within two years, but he died in October without realizing this goal. 

Not surprisingly Hungary soon after, and willingly, joined in World War II on the Axis 
side. 

 

 

Street scene in an affluent part of Budapest in 1935 
 

 

 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
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WHEN WE CONNECT, WE FEEL BETTER 

STAMP SHEETLETS  
 

This is a story of our time. 
 

Your editor went to Orange Post Office two weeks ago to buy some adhesive 

stamps (the ones we once licked ï not the self-adhesive ones).   Orange Post 

Office said that because of the Covoid-19 virus they were not allowed to sell 

any for use on mail.   You had to buy the self-adhesive ones.    You could buy 

them from their philatelic folder in blocks, or whatever, for your collection, but 

they couldnôt be sold to you for postal use. 
 

How do you now obtain used stamps from the plethora of post-Virus issues?   I 

Collecting used adhesive stamps now seems either difficult or impossible.   We 

will only get the self-adhesive ones! 
 

Needing stamps for postage (even to post this Newsletter) meant your editor 

ended up buying three sheetlets of the quirky When We Connect, We Feel 

Better issue of 1 October 2020. 
 

 

 
 

Itôs a great idea that might encourage folk to start writing letters again.   The 

back of the sheetlet suggests that when you write a letter you place another of 

these stamps inside the envelope to encourage a reply. 
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This was one issue that Australia Postôs Australian Stamp Bulletin said there 

was no first day cover for.  But, thanks to our friends at the Gladstone &District 

Philatelic Society we ended up with one.  Itôs great to see that Gladstone 

POSTshop retains that rarest of modern postmarks, a first day of issue one. 
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HUNGARIAN CURRENCY : FROM FORINT 

TO FORINT  

Between 1868 and 1892 the Forint was the name used in Hungarian for the 
currency of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. It was part of that Empire which, under its 
dual monarchy, had some sort of limited independence.  German-speaking areas 
called it the gulden or florin. This early Forint was subdivided into 100 Krajczár.  

 

1 forint silver coin of 1890 with Emperor Franz Josef I 

 

1880-1890 8 forint/20 francs gold coin. 
It was minted for use in both Austria and in Hungary 

 

 

Austro-Hungarian Empire 1909 5 Korona Hungarian silver coin 

After 1892 the Hungary as part of Austro-Hungary adopted the Korona (German = 
krone) in place of the Florint.  The new coinage was backed by gold. .The subunit 
was the Fillér (German = heller) of which 100 made up the Korona.  The Hungarian 
Korona & Fillér coins were minted in the famous mint at Körmöcbánya 
(now Kremnica, in Slovakia). These coins were denominated: -  1, 2, 10 and 20 fillér; 
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and 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 100 Korona (coins). They were used until the dissolution of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1918.  

 

Austro-Hungarian 10 fillér nickel coin of 1916 

 

Austro-Hungarian Empire 0.835 silver 1 Korona coin of 1914 

The Hungarian Korona (English = "crown") was the replacement currency of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire Korona/Krone for use in the newly-created. post-World 
War I Hungary. It was mainly in banknote form because Hungary suffered a serious 
inflation.  This less-than-successful currency ended up being replaced by 
the PengŖ on 1 January 1927. 

Only 10 and 20 fillér coins were minted as part of the 1918-1926 Korona currency 
system: -  first in 1919 under the failed Soviet Republic with the original 
Körmöcbánya coin dies (1916 and 1918 restrikes); then in 1920 and 1921 with the 
correct years of minting but still using the same design and the ñK.B.ò Körmöcbánya 
mintmark. 

 

Hungary 10f Filler coin of 1918.  One of 2 coin values produced 
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The first paper money printed in Hungary were 1, 2, 25 and 200 Korona banknotes - 
similar to those issued in Vienna at the end of the War. However, the use of these 
banknotes was limited to Austria and Hungary, and later even Austria considered the 
Hungarian issues to be counterfeits. Later, as there was no national bank in 
Hungary, the Postal Savings Bank received the right to print bills denominated 5, 10 
and 20 Korona. The over-stamping of the banknotes of the Austro-Hungarian Bank 
started only in 1920.    Finally, the Hungarian Royal State Note Institute was founded 
and was granted the right to issue treasury notes. 

1, 2, 10, 20, 25, 50, 100, 200, 500, 1000, 5000, 10 000, 25 000, 50 000, 100 000, 
500 000, 1 000 000 Korona banknotes were issued by them in the period up to the 
end of 1926.  

 

Hungarian 10 Korona banknote of 1919 

 

Hungarian 200 Korona banknote of 1918 

 

Hungarian 5,000 Korona banknote of May 1921 
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As mentioned, Hungaryôs Korona currency of 1918-1926 suffered severe inflation 
and had to be replaced by the Pengo on 1 January 1927.   One Pengo was 
subdivided into 100 filler.  The same thing happened to the Pengo. It was ñruinedô by 
Hungaryôs runaway inflation. 

 

1941 zinc 1 pengo coin 

 

5 pengo silver coin of 1938 

 

Hungarian Pengo banknote for 10, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000 Pengo 
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Hungarian 100 million billion pengo banknote 

 

1 million Pengo banknote of 1946 

The Forint had to be reintroduced on 1 August 1946, after the PengŖ was rendered 
almost worthless by massive hyperinflation in 1945ï46.  This was caused by a 
mixture of the high demand for reparations from the USSR, Soviet plundering of 
Hungarian industries, and the holding of Hungary's gold reserves in the United 
States.  

 

Hungarian 1 Forint coin of 1946 

All of Hungaryôs emerging post-War political parties offered solutions. 
The Independent Smallholders' Party had had won a large majority in the parliament. 
With the Social Democrats, wanted a Marshall Plan type of loan from the United 
States. However, the Soviet Union and its local supporters in the Hungarian 
Communist Party were opposed to raising loans in the West.  They were able to 
master-mind the need for money to rebuild the country by using exclusively domestic 
resources. The Communist plan called for tight limits on personal spending as well 
as the concentration of existing stocks in state hands.  
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Although the Forint was subdivided into 100 Fillér (comparable to a penny), fillér coins were 
soon rendered useless by inflation and have not been in circulation since 1999. One Forint 
currently (in 2020) exchanges for A$0.0046 ï or about half a cent). The Hungarian 
abbreviation for forint is Ft, which is written after the number with a space between.  

 

When the forint was introduced, its value was defined on the basis of 1 kilogram of gold 
being 13 210 forints.  

After its 1946 introduction, the forint remained stable for the following two decades, but 
started to lose its purchasing power as the state-socialist economic system lost its 
competitiveness during the 1970s and 1980s. After the democratic change from a 
Communist state to a non-Communist one in 1989ï90, the forint saw yearly inflation figures 
of about 35% for three years, but significant market economy reforms helped stabilize it.    

 

100 florint banknote of 1993 


