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Tony Read and Rob Willis at the Orange Club selling tables at our November 2018 Spring 
Fair - in the middle of the hall - and not next to the front door.  The dealers’ continuing 
gripe at regional shows is that Club buying (&selling) tables are placed immediately in 
front of the front door and they don’t get equal access to vendors. They are not happy. 
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We want you to come to  

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s 
Orange Coin & Stamp Expo 

2020 
Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th 

April 2020 
9 to 4 and 9 to 3 

Orange High School Hall, Woodward St, Orange 
 
Car park entrance is next to Duntryleague Golf Club.  For off street parking turn left 
opposite United Petrol Station in Woodward St. and just prior to traffic lights 

Competitive displays of stamps, coins and banknotes 
 

Sydney & Canberra & local dealers will be in attendance and will offer a range of 
Australian 

& World stamps, coins, banknotes and accessories 
 

Dealers are available to give valuations & appraisals  
 

For further information phone Howard on 0427 107 554    
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OUR CLUB MONTHLY 
AFTER THIS ONE IS ON 
TUESDAY 31st MARCH 
2020 

 
The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St 

 
The next Club meeting is at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 31st March 2020 
Club meetings are held in the Orange 
Cultural Centre in Sale St.  
 
OUR NEXT MONTHLY COIN & 
STAMP FAIR IS ON SATURDAY 
7th MARCH 2020 
 
Our next monthly Coin & Stamp Fair will 
be held on Saturday 7th March 2020 in 
the main meeting room of the Orange 
Cultural Centre in Sale St.    

 

The venue is the Orange Cultural Centre. 
It is held on the 1st Saturday of each 
month (but not in January). 
 
2020 ORANGE COIN & STAMP 
IS ON SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
18th & 19th APRIL 2020 
 
Our main show of the year – our 2020 
Orange Coin & Stamp Expo is on Saturda7 
18th & Sunday 19th April 2020 at the 
Orange High School Hall in Woodward St.   
 
5 dealers are coming to buy and sell.  There 
will be competitive displays and a kid’s 
activity table. 
 

Members should start preparing their 
displays now for the Andy Auld Shield for 
philately and the new shield for 
numismatics, as well as the “technical” 
competitions for philately and for 
numismatics. 
 
Note that the Spring Fair planned for 17 & 
18 October 2020 may be cancelled or given 
another date in August as the High School 
Hall is now unavailable because of HSC 
exams. 

 

Orange Spring Fair 
2019 participating 
dealers list. 
They are expected for 
our 2020 Expo – 
please continue to 
support them.:-  
Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, 
Sydney, 2000    Ph (02) 9299 
2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne 
from Canberra) – PO Box 53, 
MITCHELL, A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 
6255 4044)                 Buying 
and Selling 
 
Orange Stamps & Coins 
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  
             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: 
howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling - Stamps, 
Coins, Banknotes, Accessories, 
etc. 
 

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
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Phil & Win Morehouse, 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: 
(02)9707 4087, Email – 
wmorehouse@netspace.net.
au. World-wide stamps bought and 
sold 

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of 
Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - 
aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 
 
ITEMS FOR THIS 
NEWSLETTER AND 
CORRESPONDENCE TO 
THE CLUB 
Items for this newsletter need to be 
posted to the Secretary at the Club’s 
postal address: -PO Box 324 
ORANGE 2800 
They can always also be e-mailed to: - 
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone 63 614 872 
 

 

 
 

The Club continues to thank 
Orange Odeon 5 Cinema for their 
generous donation of tickets for 
the junior’s competition at Expo 
2019 
 
NEWCASTLE 2020 STAMP 
& COIN EXPO & HALF-
NATIONAL EXHIBITION  
The Newcastle 2020 Exhibition is being 
held on:-  
Friday 2nd October 2020 from10-5,  
Saturday3rd October from 10-5 &   
Sunday 4th October from 9-3.  
 

The venue is the Newcastle Showground 
Exhibition Centre. It’s next to 
Broadmeadow Railway Station.  Entry is 
free. 

 

 
 
Australia Post will be attending with special 
souvenir products and postmarks. 
 
The exhibition will include:  
• Leading stamp, coin and postcard dealers 
from across Australia, and we hope, some 
international dealers. 
• Displays (exhibits) from collectors across 
Australia and New Zealand, and possibly Chile. 
• The Royal Philatelic Challenge, with 
competitive displays from the Royal Philatelic 
Societies of Great Britain, New Zealand, 
Canada, South Africa, Melbourne and Sydney. 
• The Qantas Challenge, commemorating the 
centenary of Qantas. This display will consist 
of Qantas memorabilia, especially covers, 
cinderellas, postcards, and other Qantas 
collectibles. 
• Souvenirs and special products from Australia 
Post. 
• Meetings of some societies. These are not 
finalised but could include the Cinderella 
Stamp Club, Polar Philately Society, Thematic 
Philately Society, and the Postal Stationary 
Society. 
• Displays and lectures from leading 
philatelists. Last exhibition (May 2018) 
Michael Drury showed every shade in the 
kangaroo and KGV series of stamps 1913-36. 
 
Details can be found on the website: 
www.newcastle philatelicsociety.org.au 

 
 
 
 

mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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DATES FOR 2020 & EVEN 
2021 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting, 7.30pm 25th 
February 2020 at the 
Orange Cultural 
Centre, Kite St, 
Orange 

East Kurrajong Stamp, Coin  & 
Collectables Fair, Sat 
29 Feb and Sun 1 
March 2020, at East 
Kurrajong School of 
Arts, 1090 East 
Kurrajong Road, E.K. 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club Monthly Fair 

at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday, 7th 
March 2020, 9-1, also 
stamp swap meet at 
midday 

 
Piallaway Philatelic Society’s Stamps, 

Coins & Collectables 
Fair, 7th & 8th March 
2020, Church of 
England Hall, Anzac 
Parade, Werris Creek 

 
 
PHILAS Auction #135, Philas 

House, Sydney, 
Saturday 14th 
March 2020 

Canberra Half-National Exhibition13-
15 March 2020, Hellenic 
Club, Matilda St, Woden 

Ocean Grove Stamp Fair, 10am-2pm, 
Saturday 21st March 
2020, Senior Citizen’s, 
Ocean Grove, Victoria 

Auckland FIAP Exhibition 19-22 March 

SCDAA Petersham Fair, Petersham 
Town Hall, Sunday 29 March, 2020 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting, 7.30pm 31st 
March 2020 at the 
Orange Cultural 
Centre, Kite St, 
Orange 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Monthly 
Fair at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday, 4th April 
2020, 9-1. 

Twin Towns Stamp Club Stamp Fair, 
Sunday 5th April at Cudgen 
Leagues Club, 3 Wommin Bay 
Rd, Kingscliff 

Milton-Ulladulla Stamp Club’s Annual 
Stamp Fair, Sat 12th April 
2020, 10-3, Ulladulla Civic 
Centre, Princes Hwy, 
Ulladulla 

Orange Stamp & Coin Expo 2020, 
18 & 19 April 2020, 
at the Orange High 
School Hall, 
Woodward St 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 29th 
April 2020 at the 
Orange Cultural 
Centre, Kite St, 
Orange 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Monthly 
Fair at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday, 2nd May 
2020, 9-1, 

Sutherland Shire Philatelic Society’s 
The Shire Stamp and 
Coin Fair, Saturday 2nd 
May, Anglican Church 
Hall, 131 Gymea Bay 
Rd, Gymea. Includes 
James Cook 1-frame 
Stamp Comp 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair 16 & 17 May 
2020, Sturt Primary 
School 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 26th 
May 2020 at the 
Orange Cultural 
Centre, Kite St, 
Orange 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Monthly 
Fair at the Orange Cultural 
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Centre, Saturday, 6th June 
2020, 9-1, 

SCDAA Petersham Fair Petersham Town 
Hall, Sunday 31 May 2020 

PHILAS Open Day, PHILAS House, 
Saturday, 20th June 2020 

Perth Stamp & Coin Fair, 3-5 July 2020 

PHILAS Auction #136, PHILAS House, 
Saturday 11th July 2020 

Canberra Fair, 18 July 2020, Kingston 
Baptist Hall,  

Bendigo Stamp Fair, 8th August 2020, St 
Andrews Uniting Church Hall, 24 Myers 
St, Bendigo, Victoria 
SCDAA Petersham Fair 30 August 2020 
 
Newcastle Half-National Exhibition 2-4 

October 2020, Newcastle 
Showground Exhibition 
Centre, Broadmeadow 

 
Canberra Fair, 10 October 2020 
 

[Orange Stamp & Coin Spring 
Fair, Orange High School 
17 & 18 October 2020.] 
CANCELLED AS THE 
HALL IS UNAVAILABLE 

 

PHILAS Open Day, PHILAS House, 
Saturday 17th October 2020 

 
ANDA Sydney Money Show, 24 & 25 

October 2020, Lower Town Hall, 
Sydney 

 
Perth Stamp & Coin Fair 30 October-1 

November 2020. 
 
Brisbane Stamp & Coin Fair, 7 & 8 

November 2020.  
 
Hobart Stamp Show 2010: National 

One Frame Exhibition 13-15 
November, 2020. Hobart Town 
Hall    
hobartstampshow2020.com.au 

PHILAS Auction#137, PHILAS House, 
Saturday 14th November 2020 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 21 & 22 
November 2020, Sturt Primary School 
SCDAA Petersham Stamp, Coin & 

Banknote Fair, Petersham Town 
Hall, 29 November 2020. 
SCDAA Petersham Fair 

 
Toowoomba National One-Frame 

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021 
 
 

 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

The Wynyard Coin Centre has been a supporter of our 2019 Expo & our 
Spring Fair  

 
Whether you want advice or can’t find what you’re looking for, contact us. 
We have a wide array of collectables in our store and our friendly team will 

be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 2047, or send an 
email to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or visit our Sydney store.  

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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The pictorial postmarker that was introduced at the time of the launch of the Centenary of 
Australia’s First Victoria Cross Award stamp issue on 24 July 2000 has been re-designed, re-
manufactured and was available at Orange Postshop in August 2019. The last version 
‘expired’ in 2009. 
The envelope, above, was a bad attempt at getting a cover for the last day of $1 postage – 
only it wasn’t. The post office was open the following week on 31 December 2019. 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON AUSTRALIA DAY 
 

Here are some dates:-  
x 22 August 1770 Captain James Cook claimed the eastern half of the 

Continent for Great Britain.    Dirk Hartog had already claimed the 
western part of Australia for the United Provinces of the Netherlands 
in 1616. 

 

 
 

x 26 January 1788  Captain Arthur Phillip sailed in to Sydney 
Harbour, landed at Farm Cove and raised the British flag. 

x 7 February 1788  Captain Arthur Phillip formally established 
the colony of New South Wales 

x 26 January 1804  The Sydney Gazette began reference to that 
date as 1st Landing Day or Foundation Day. The day was 
accompanied by dinners and much drinking 

x 26 January 1818  Governor Lachlan Macquarie acknowledged 
26th January as a public holiday.  In 1817 he had accepted Matthew 
Flinders recommendation to use the term Australia. 

x 26th January 1838  That day was declared a public holiday to 
mark the Jubilee of Britain’s occupation of New South Wales 

x 26th January 1888  The other Australian states joined New 
South Wales (except South Australia) to celebrate the centenary of 
British occupation.  The day was referred to as Anniversary Day or 
Foundation Day.  Prior to 1888 it had only been New South Wales 
that celebrated Anniversary Day on 26th January.  The other States all 
had (and still have) their own Anniversary of Foundation Days. 

x 1931   The Australian Natives Association Victorian 
Branch campaigned to have the 26th January holiday celebrated on a 
Monday to make a long-weekend.  It was not until 1935 the name 
Australia Day was adopted by all of the other States. 
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The 3 Sesquicentenary of New South wales stamps were issued on 1 October 1937 
 

x 27th January 1938     This date was widely celebrated as the Sesquicentenary of 
New South Wales.  There were celebrations around Sydney Harbour and a 
procession through Sydney called Australia’s March to Nationhood.    Aboriginal 
leaders met in Sydney to call for a day of National mourning – and to demand 
Australian citizenship. The set of three New South Wales Sesquicentenary stamps 
were issued on 26th January. 

 
x 26 January 1949      The Nationality and Citizenship Act 1948, was proclaimed 

and went into effect on 26 January 1949 - until that date, Australians were British 
subjects, and nationality was governed by English common law. 
In fact, we officially became Australian on that date 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The 26 January 1979 18c Australia Day stamp 
 

x 26 January 1979 Australia Post issues the first of the annual Australia Day 
postage stamp 

x 1984     Advance Australia Fair became the National anthem & Australian ceased 
to be British subjects 

x 1988  The Sates & Territories agreed to celebrate Australia Day on 26th 
January, rather than on the last day of the long-weekend.   On Tuesday 26th 
January 2 million people attended the celebrations around Sydney Harbour. These 
included the arrival of the Tall Ships and fireworks.  Burnam Burnam also 
claimed Great Britain on behalf of Aboriginal Australians. 
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THE OTHER 1915 AUSTRALIA DAY 
The first official National day that actually used the name Australia Day was on 30th July 
1915.   Its purpose was to raise funds for the War (WWI) effort.  

 
Mrs Wharton-Kirke 

 

 
 

Mrs Ellen Wharton-Kirke, from Manly, after writing to the Sydney Morning 
Herald in January 1915, made a suggestion to the then New South Wales 
Premier, Sir Charles Wade.   Mrs Wharton-Kirke had seen the generosity of 
Australians during other fund-raising drives and saw an Australia Day as a 
way of drawing on the pride of Australians in their soldier’s recent 
achievements at Gallipoli.   30th July was the date agreed on and events were 
held throughout the country. 
 

EMPIRE DAY 
Who remembers Empire Day?   It was a day when schoolkids got a half-day 
holiday.   After a morning of speechifying by ex-military types and 
politicians, extolling the importance of the British Empire, we all went home 
to prepare our street bonfires for cracker night. 
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Empire Day was held on 24 May, which was the birthday of Queen Victoria.   
In fact it replaced the public holiday for Queen Victoria’s Birthday, which 
started in 1838.    The first Empire Day was in 1903.    The last celebration 
of Empire Day in Australia was in 1958. 
 
FRIDAY 27th JANUARY 1888 – A CENTURY ON 
The British settlement of Australia turned 100 in 1888.   Sydney was alive 
with public fireworks, State Banquets and a parade.  Special cut-price train 
fares were offered for rural folk to join in Sydney’s celebrations.   There 
were gifts of food hampers to the poor - - almost 7,000 were handed out.  
The 27th January also saw the opening of Centennial Park. This had 
previously been the Lachlan Swamps – an early source of Sydney’s water. 

 

 
 

South Australia refused to take part in the celebrations.   They announced 
that they “.were not a convict colony and had no reason to celebrate the 
establishment of a distant penal settlement”. 
 
From 1st May 1888 New South Wales issued a set of stamps to 
commemorate the Centenary.   They were the World’s first commemorative 
stamps. 
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A notable feature of these stamps was the inclusion, on two of them, of a 
coat of arms. Although these were unofficial Arms, they are the earliest 
version that clearly combines the Advance Australia Arms with the Badge of 
NSW. The design also features other nationalist emblems of the period: 
waratah blooms and leaves and a southern cross, as well as a portrait of 
Queen Victoria. The other stamp to include this coat of arms featured a 
portrait of Captain Cook. 
 

The charges in the quarters of the shield are the usual Advance Australia 
charges: a garb in the first, a golden fleece in the second, a crossed pick and 
shovel in the third and a schooner (in sail) in the fourth. The decorated cross 
of the Badge of NSW is laid over the Advance Australia cross, from which it 
appears to be separated by a thin white border. 
 

The technique of laying the Badge of NSW over the Advance Australia Arms 
heralds Gullick's design for the NSW Coat of Arms 1d stamp 18 years later, 
which may well have been influenced by this earlier design approach. 
 

 
The 1d lilac Sydney View N.S.W. Centenary stamp was issued in July 1888 

 
The 2d blue, letter-rate, Emu NSW Centenary stamp was issued in September 1888 
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The 4d brown James Cook NSW Centenary stamp also features the Coat of Arms 

 

 
The 6d NSW Centenary stamps were issued in November 1888with Coat of Arms 

 

 
The 20/- N.S.W Centenary stamp showed Captain Arthur Phillip was issued on 27 

April 1888 
 

 
 

[This article was adapted from Tony Read’s presentation at the 28 January 2020 Club meeting] 
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•  
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From Tony Read’s India display at the 28 January 2020 meeting: -  
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From Tony Read’s India display at the 28 January 2020 meeting: -  
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THE ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB:- 

IT'S ORIGINS. 
by Les Warburton 
 
This article is the transcript of Les Warburton's speech to the dinner held to mark the Club's 
30th Anniversary in 1995.  The Late Les Warburton was the Club's first President.   
 
 
It gives a person a lot of satisfaction 
& pleasure to know that a club which 
he was partly instrumental in forming 
is still functioning strongly after 30 
years. Although the original & early 
minutes of meetings are lost, I can 
still remember the formation of the 
club. 
 
I don't remember how I met Col & 
Eileen Davidson, but i do know it 
had something do with coins, and it 
was from this meeting that the 
Orange & District Coin & Stamp 
Club came into being. 
 
At the time there were more people 
interested in getting a collection of 
Australian coins together "than you 
could poke a stick at", as it was less 
half a year away from the Decimal 
change-over" of 14 February 1966. 
 
We thought that it would be 
interesting to know just how many 
were interested, so we decided to 
place an advertisement in the local 
paper with the view of forming a 
Coin Club. 
 

As the result of the advertisement we 
received many calls from interested 
people.  We found that among the 
callers were also stamp collectors 
who inquired if we intended to 
include philately as part of the clubs 
interests, and, as you can see, this 
eventuated. 
 
The inaugural meeting was held at 
Allcorn's Star Ballroom (New 
Patmos) on 29 July 1965.  As I 
remember, 23 people attended.  They 
were as follows:- 
Philip Barrow,  Robert Bartlett, 
Veronica Cameron,  Ray Cantrill,  
Perce & Mrs Curall,   Colin & Eileen 
Davidson, Geoff Floyd,  Ray Flynn,  
Lal Hansen,  Frank Hazzard,  Geoff 
Hennessey,  Des Morrissey,  Ray 
Norman, Tom Robards,  Mrs Rowe,  
Keith & Lionel Stewart,  Lee Serisier,  
Barry Tate,  Les & Dot Warburton.   
If I have forgotten anyone, I 
apologise. 
 
We held two or three meetings at this 
venue before moving to the old 
Town Band Hall in William Street. 
We stayed there for quite some time 
before moving to Gryliss' Cafe next 



- Page  - 19 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 25 FEBRUARY 2020 

 19 

to the Strand Theatre in Summer 
Street. 
 
The Foundation Office bearers 
were:- 
President: -   Les Warburton, 
Secretary: - Geoff Hennessey, 
Treasurer: - Veronica Cameron. 
 
At the inaugural meeting a name for 
the club was settled on.  I remember 
well that Col. Davidson moved that 
the club's name be the Coin & Stamp 
Club (not the Stamp & Coin Club).  
This was carried. 
 
I can remember that at one early 
stage we boasted a membership of 
94. 
 
Such was the enthusiasm that we held 
our meeting fortnightly & held 
auctions which drew people from 
Sydney, Dubbo, Narromine, Bathurst 
and other district towns.  
 
At one of these auctions I recall 
bidding $300.00 for a 1930 penny, 
but, as the reserve was $350.00, I 
missed out.  Three hundred dollars 
then would be the equivalent of 
about $2 000.00 now.  This coin 
currently sells for in excess of $6 
000.00. 
 
Well after the decimal coinage 
change-over of February 1966, 
interest dropped off quite 
dramatically. It was mainly due to the 
efforts of Phil. Nichols, as Secretary, 
that we survived a quiet period.  After 

a while, Col. Davidson took over as 
President, and guided the Club to its 
present stage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In 2004 the site of the former Allcorn’s 
Ballroom and the former Patmos Restaurant 
in Lord’s Place, Orange underwent 
renovation in association with the opening of 
Hog’s Breath Café and extensions to the 
Australia Cinema.  The façade was heritage 
protected and the wooden dance floor 
retained. 
 
 

 
 
The Orange Band Hall in William St 
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ABANDONED MINING TOWNS: DITTMER, 
Queensland 

 
DITTMER, DR FELIX DITTMER & THE DITTMER POST OFFICE  
 

Dittmer was a small settlement built in the Kelsey Creek valley adjacent to 
the Dittmer Gold Mine, 19km west of Proserpine. The mine was discovered 
in 1935.   In 1936 Dr. Felix Dittmer bought and opened up the mine.  He was 
chairman of Kelsey Creek Gold Mines Pty Ltd from 1937.   He claimed his 
miners were the first to earn a 40-hour week. 
 

 
Dir. Felix Dittmer 

 
Dr Felix Dittmer practised in Proserpine (1932–1940) and then in Brisbane 
(1940–1943), becoming an ear, nose and throat specialist. He enlisted in 
the Australian Military Forces in August 1943 and served with the Australian 
Army Medical Corps as a captain until February 1946, when he moved to the 
Army Reserve. 
 

Dittmer was president of the Graceville branch of the ALP. He first stood for 
parliament at a 1943 Queensland Legislative Assembly by-election in the 
seat of Oxley. He also stood at the 1944 state election. In 1950, Dittmer was 
elected to the Legislative Assembly as the Labor member for Mount Gravatt; 
he briefly served as state deputy Labor leader in 1957.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proserpine,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ear,_nose_and_throat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Military_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Army_Medical_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Army_Medical_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graceville,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland_Legislative_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_district_of_Oxley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1944_Queensland_state_election
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Labor_Party_(Queensland_Branch)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_district_of_Mount_Gravatt
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He lost his seat in the 1957 state election, but in 1958, he was elected to 
the Australian Senate as a Labor Senator for Queensland. He remained in the 
Senate until his retirement in 1970, taking effect in 1971. He died on 29 
August 1977. 
 

By 1938 the population living adjacent to the mine at Dittmer was about 
100.    A Town Reserve was proclaimed in 1939.    
 
The Dittmer Post Office opened on 1 April 1940.   There was a temporary 
closure on 13 February 1960 and a permanent closure on 16 May 1960.   
 
The mine employed 70 men up until 1946 when the mine closed. 
Subsequently a company called Dittmer Mines Limited was floated in 
1951/52 and raised capital to re-open the mine. The mine worked for a 
number of years but closed again in 1960.  At that point the town was 
completely abandoned.   
 
Because blocks of land in the abandoned town were surveyed there have 
been recent (re)sales of land because of the town’s proximity to Proserpine. 
Houses have been built once more, but a post office is never likely to open 
again. 

 

.     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1957_Queensland_state_election
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Senate
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Dittmer from the air – people are moving back to the abandoned town 

 
DITTMER, Queensland 

 
 
DITTMER TYPE 5 DATE-STAMP 
 

Dell & Price (2017) have recorded the use of a Type 30½mm-diameter date-
stamp at Dittmer from -7 MR 51 to 13 NO 55. They gave it a 4R rarity 
rating. 
 

 
 

At left, an impression of the Type 5, 30½mm-diameter (arcs 
8mm, 8mm), "DITTMER / -7MR51 / QLD-AUST" date-
stamp cancels a 3d scarlet King George VI stamp of 28 
February 1951, on piece.  
 

This is the earliest recorded date of use. 
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THE ALLIED OCCUPATION OF GERMANY – 1945 
 
Your editor recently acquired some AM POST stamps from 1945-6 Occupied Germany. 
He didn’t realise the complexity of this area of collecting.  He was horrified that his 
German-language Michel catalogue took 100 pages to get from the end of Hitler to 1949.    
Because transport and the German Post Office were so utterly disorganised, a huge 
variety of local private, provincial and municipal postal services and stamp issues 
developed, especially in the area that the Russians occupied.   From October 1946 postal 
services were often developed on Provincial lines – all with their own stamps. 
 
It’s easiest to start with the AM POST stamps 
 
The occupation of Germany began on September 11, 1944.    In Aachen, occupied on 
October 21, 1944, postal service limited to official mail and newspapers began on 
January 24, 1945. 
 

 
 
The Americans and British marching in to Germany from the west and south had taken in 
with them issues of postage stamps printed earlier and  ready for use in Occupied 
Germany. These were the AM stamps bearing the AM POST inscription that were the only 
officially sanctioned stamps in Germany. A public relations photo appeared in 
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newspapers in and around the city of Aachen in the far west of Germany on 9th March 
1945 showing the first use of AM stamps.  These had been printed in both the United 
States and Britain to present a ‘united approach”. 
 
On March 19, 1945 limited civilian postal service was permitted at the same time as the 
first issue of AM postage stamps were publically released in the Occupied zone. 
 
Gradually during 1945 other postal authorities issued the AM stamps: June 20 RPD 
Braunschweig (Brunswick) and RPD Hannover; June 25 RPD Hamburg and Keil; June 
30 Bonn; July 1 RPD Bremen, Dortmund, and Münster (Westphalia); July 2 the 
remaining postal administrations in the British Zone; July 5 Frankfurt; July 15-16 
Bavaria; and later the remaining postal administrations in the American Zone. 
 
Initially all mail currently in the postal system had to be examined.   When this was felt 
appropriate, and after inspection and censorship where necessary, the mail item was then 
forwarded to the recipient.    Any Nazi period stamps on them were usually defaced: -  
 

 
 
 

   
A later card from July 1945 showing defaced Hitler stamps 
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The cover, above, is dated 16 March 1945, 3 days before the AM POST stamps were 
introduced.   It shows an Allied censor hand-stamp. Unusually, the image of Hitler is not 
defaced.   
 
In anticipation of the occupation of Germany the Americans and British forces produced 
the AM POST stamps with the intention of providing at least a minimal civilian postal 
service – but under strict control.  It would also require the renewal of bombed roads, 
bridges and railways so that actual transport & delivery could take place. 
 
Initially correspondence by local citizens was limited to postal cards, and it had to be in 
German and in printed form.  Foreign mail was not immediately permitted, but became 
available later on. 
 
The Allied Military Control stamps were issued in 3 batches.  
 
The first batch was issued on 19th March 1945. The German surrender was not until 4 
May 1945.  There were 9 values in this issue which were printed in the United States.   
The 5, 6, 8 and 12 Pf values were issued in 19 March 1945. The other values were issued 
on 20 June 1945.  



- Page  - 26 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 25 FEBRUARY 2020 

 26 

 
The second is the English issue of 6 values.  They were printed in June 1945. Mixed 
frankings of American and British-printed stamps are, apparently, not rareThese have 
narrower perfs: -  
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And finally the much-later German printing of 20 values.   These could not be produced 
until late-1945 because the Printing Works in Berlin were very badly damaged. 
 

 
 
These three issues were valid until 31 October 1946 and then tolerated until 7 November 
1946. 
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The sheet margons all bear the legend Allied Military Postage Stamps – Germany  ( ..) 
Pfenning 
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[All the previous images of stamps are from stampboards contributors Jim Crow and Old 
Duffer 1, with thanks] 
 
They were paid for with Allied Military Control money. These notes need to be the subject of 
another article :- 
 

 
 
After surrender in May 1945, Germany was administered by the occupying powers.  There 
were French, British, America and Russian zones.  Prussia, on the right, was occupied by 
Poland (i.e.the Russians). Saarland was treated seaprately. 
 

 
This story will be continued. 
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TALKS AND COMPETITIVE DISPLAYS AT THE JANUARY 28th 
2020 MEETING 
 
TONY READ – SOME THOUGHTS ON AUSTRALIA DAY 
It being close to Australia Day, Tony Read gave a talk on the history of the celebration of 
Australia Day.   [This is the subject of an article in the Newsletter.] 
 
TONY READ – STAMPS OF INDIA 
Tony Read showed his comprehensive, 12-page display of early Indian stamps.   
 
Tony made special mention of some overprinted Indian stamps; - 
 

 
 
POSTAL SERVICE overprints were first issued in 1895, but were withdrawn in 1908. 
They were not for general postal use, but for the purpose of accounting for the sum 
collected as Customs duty by the Indian Post Office on parcels and items from overseas. 
They were affixed on the receipts of the parcel. 
 
REFUGEE RELIEF   
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From November 1971 to March 1973 the Indian Post Office levied a 5p surcharge on all 
mail, except postcards and newspapers, for relief of refugees fleeing East Pakistan 
Bangladesh) into India. The surcharge was to help pay for the relief efforts. Official 
overprints were issued, but the supply of these was inadequate, so local post offices 
produced their own overprints. 
 
FIJI EMIGRATION 
Tony also showed Indian blue 2 Anna stamps postmarked “FIJI EMIGRATION / 
CALCUTTA”.  
Between 1879 and 1917 thousands of Indians emigrated to Fiji top work as indentured 
labourers on sugar-cane plantations. Girmitayas, or indentured labourers are the name 
given to these emigrants. Girmit is a corrupt form of the English word agreement.   A 
labourer emigrating under the agreement (or girmit) was a girmitaya. 
 

 
Indentured labourers from South India in Fiji 1879 

 
DEREK DOLSTRA- QUEENSLAND POSTMARKS 
Derek’s 12-page display was of Queensland postmarks from former mining towns like 
Stannary Hills and Dittmer. 
 
DEREK DOLSTRA – WOOROOLIN QLD POSTMARKS 
Derek’s 2nd display was a 9-page display of the postmarks of Wooroolin in Queensland  
from 1915 to present.. 
Wooroolin is a town on the Bunya Hwy, 243 km northeast of Brisbane and 12km south-
southwest of Wondai.  The population in 2016 was 350. 
 
The Wooroolin Receiving Office opened in December 1900 on Mr A. Hogg’s farm. 
 
A railway station was established at Wooroolin when the on the Murgon to Kingaroy 
section of the South Burnett railway that was opened on 19 December 1904. The 
Wooroolin Railway Station building was not completed until 1905. 
 
In 1907 the Receiving Office was updated to a Post Office and it moved to the Wooroolin 
Railway Station.  It was moved away from the railway in March 1920.     
 
Mail bags were delivered by a daily train up until the early-1970’s.  The railway closed 
completely in 2011and has been replaced by a bicycle trail.  The former railway station 
(and post office) building has since been re-erected adjacent to the trail. 
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The original Wooroolin railway station (and post office from 1907 to 1928) building has 
been re-erected on the former railway formation and now bicycle trail 
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