
ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR FEBRUARY 2022    

1 | P a g e 

 

Inside  

 

The NEWSLETTER   OF   THE   

ORANGE     COIN AND    

STAMP CLUB    INCORPORATED  

Web page: www.philas.org.au/ora  

 

 
 

OUR TUESDAY NIGHT MEETING OF 22 nd FEBRUARY IS ON  
 

 
 

Elmar Ozols, who sadly passed away on 11 September 2015, is checking out stamps at our 

Expo 2006 at the Kenna Hall

22 February 

2022 

ISSUE #236 
 
 

 

http://www.philas.org.au/ora


ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR FEBRUARY 2022    

2 | P a g e 

 

 

The ORANGE COIN & STAMP 

MONTHLY MEETING IS ON FOR 

TUESDAY IS ON 22 nd  

FEBRUA RY at 7.30  
 

Despite having to cancel the 

January 2022 7.30 meeting, the 

22nd February meeting IS ON.   

Itôs at the Orange Cultural Centre at 

7.30. 
 

Orange Council has not changed the 

rules for its use so you will need a 

mask.  We will dispense with the 

mobile phone sign in ï but keep a 

manual record of those in 

attendance.  

 

The next monthly coin & stamp 

mini-fair is in the Orange Cultural 

Centre is still planned for Saturday 

5th March 2022 from 9 to about 1.  

 

 
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair 

are held in the Orange Cultural 

Centre building Sale St, Orange. Itôs 

the building that used to be a 

school. Itôs on the right hand side as 

you enter the Woolworths Car Park. 

The building is sort of opposite 

Harris Farm Market, but entrance is 

from the mini-park on the Sale St 

frontage 
 

 

OUR NEXT CLUB ôNIGHTõ 

MEETING  AFTER THIS ONE IS 

ON TUESDAY 29 th MARCH 202 2  
 

Our next night-time, monthly meeting, is 

on Tuesday 29th March 2022 at 7.30pm.  

The Club always meets on the last Tuesday 

of each month, except in December. 
 

ORANGE õS 2-DAY COIN & 

STAMP EXPO  2012  IS NOT FAR 

AWAY  ð 9 th  & 10 th  APRIL 2022    
 

We all need to start preparing for Orange 

Coin & Stamp Expo 2022 ï which is 

planned for the weekend of Saturday 9th 

April 2022 & Sunday 10th April 2022. 
 

The venue is the Orange High School Hall 

in Woodward St Orange.  The car park 

entrance is adjacent to the entrance to that 

of the Duntryleague Golf Club. 

 

We are awaiting permission to use the Hall 

from the school.   It has not been available 

so far this year because of the Covid 

epidemic. 
 

Please start thinking about preparing your 

display.  
 

ORANGE STAMPS & COINS 

AUCTION #8 HAD TO BE 

CANCELLED/DEFERRED 

BECAUSE OF COVID  

 

Orange Stamps and Coinsô Auction #8 

looked like it was going to happen on 

Saturday 12th February 2022 at the Orange 

High School Hallï but because of Covid 

Covid the Hall was not able to be used. 

This event is postponed one again.  
The catalogue originally issued remains 

valid and unchanged in any way. 
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ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLET TER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB  
 

Items for this newsletter need to be posted to the 

Secretary at the Clubôs postal address: -PO Box 

9113, ORANGE 2800.  They can always also be 

e-mailed to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au  

 

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO CASH! 

GET SOME PAGES READY FOR THE 

CLUBõS EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin Richardson said that the circuit books are 

back on track. Colin needs coin and stamp pages 

for the next circuit books. 

Colin is very keen to get more sheets for the next 

books.   He can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634 
 

OUR EXPO 202 1 DEALERS PLEASE 

KEEP SUPPORTING THEM  IN 2022    

Dealers who attended our 2021 Expo were: - 

¶ Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. Roberts), 3 
Barrack St, Sydney, 2000 Ph (02) 9299 2047. 
Fax (02)9290 3710 

www.wynyardcoins.com.au  

 

¶ A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) ï PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 

A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044) Buying 

and Selling 

 

¶  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 6362 

2368, E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 

Buying and Selling ï Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  

 

¶ Pittwater Philatelic Service ï (John 

Pearson) Newport Beach. Phone (02)9979 

1561 Email: 

pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au  

 

¶ Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown. NSW 

2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email ï 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-wide 

stamps bought and sold  

 

¶ AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of Long Jetty. 

Phone 0432 540 760. Email: - 

aaastamps@yahoo.com.au Buying & selling 

World stamps  

 

¶ Pacific Rim Coins (Chris Buesnell) Level 3 

/ 1 Central Avenue, Lane Cove. Phone 02 

9418 6593 

www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com 
 

DATES FOR 2022  

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 7.30 

Tuesday 22nd February 2022 at the Orange 

Cultural Centre 

 

Bathurst and District Remembers World 

War 2 Exhibition 2022 ï25th to 28th 

February 2021, marking VJ Day and the 75th 

Anniversary of the end of WW2. The 

exhibition is open from 9am to 5pm each day. 

The four day event will be held at the 

Bathurst Showground on Sydney Road. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Mini-fair, 

Saturday 5th March 2022, 9-1, at the Orange 

Cultural Centre  
 

Canberra Stampshow 2022 &  National 

Philatelic Convention, 18-20 March 2022 at 

Thoroughbred Park,, 1 Randwick Road, 

Lyneham, Canberra  

The prospectus for the exhibition, the first and 

second bulletin and the on-line entry form can be 

found at https://canberrastamps.org/canberra-

stampshow-2022-2/   

PHILAS Auction, Saturday 12th March 

2022, PHILAS House  

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Clubôs 2-day 2022 

COIN & STAMP EXPO, 9th & 10th April 

2022, Orange High School Hall  

 

Gladstone (Qld) Stamp Clubôs Annual 

Stamp Fair, 9th & 10th April 2022, Yaralla 

Sports Club, Gladstone  

 

Stamp, Coin and Collectables Fair at East 

Kurrajong is also scheduled for 9th & 10th 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
mailto:pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
https://canberrastamps.org/canberra-stampshow-2022-2/
https://canberrastamps.org/canberra-stampshow-2022-2/


ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEW SLETTER FEBRUARY 202 2  

4 | P a g e 
 

April - see the Richmond Stamp Club 

page http://www.richmondstampclub.com/20

22_fairs.html  

 

Gemboree 2022 at Mudgee, 15-18 April 

2022 at the Australian Rural Education 

Centre, 

 

Wagga 2-day Stamp & Coin Fair, 14th & 

15th May 2022, Sturt Primary School, 

Kooringal, Wagga 

 

Petersham Fair, Petersham Town Hall, 

Sunday 29th May 2022 

 

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition has 

been rescheduled for 27-29 May 2022. 

Entries can now be received up to 28 

February 2022. At Newcastle Showground 

Exhibition Centre, Broadmeadow 

 

Rockhampton Stamp Fair, 25 June 2022, 

10-4, Frenchville Sports Club, North 

Rockhampton 

 

Petersham Fair, Petersham Town Hall, 

Sunday 31st July 2022 

 

Wagga 2-day Stamp & Coin Fair, 26th and 

27th November 2022, Sturt Primary School, 

Kooringal, Wagga

 
 

 

 
 

Col Davidson sent this ñfillerò.  The female person, above, is wearing a dress made/covered in 2c 

coins.   Col, a keen coin and tribal art collector, challenged our stamp collecting members: - ñlet's 

see if they can do this with stamps!ò 

 
 

Come along to the Orange Coin & Stamp Clubõs 

http://www.richmondstampclub.com/2022_fairs.html
http://www.richmondstampclub.com/2022_fairs.html
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Orange Coin & Stamp Expo 

2022 
 

Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th April 2022 
9 to 4 Saturday and 9 to 3 Sunday 

(Subject to any further Covid regulations. Masks are mandatory at this time) 

 

At the Orange High School Hall, Woodward St, Orange 
Car park entrance is next to the Duntryleague Golf Club entrance. For off street parking 

turn left opposite United Petrol Station in Woodward St. and just prior to traffic lights  

 

Displays of stamps, coins and banknotes 

 
Sydney & Canberra & local dealers will be in attendance and will offer a 

range of Australian & World stamps, covers, coins, banknotes and 

accessories Dealers are available to give valuations & appraisals  
Admission is $2; accompanied children free 

For further information phone Howard on 0427 107 554 
 

 
 
 

óôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôôô 
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CURRENT COVID  RULES FROM ORANGE CITY 

COUNCIL DATED 24 DECEMBER 2021 

In ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ b{² DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻǾƛŘмф ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 
ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ Ƴŀǎƪǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴŘƻƻǊǎ ŀǘ hǊŀƴƎŜ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
centres and halls. This rule came into effect on 24 December 2021, and is in place 
until at least 27 January 2022. Please see the attachment for a full list of rules.  
  
Please note that it is not currently mandatory to check-in to community centres and 
halls via QR code, unless the venue is being used as a place of public worship, or 
for a funeral or memorial service.  QR codes will be displayed at all venues and you 
may choose to use them. There are also currently no density limits in place for 
community centres or halls, which means there is no limit on the number of persons 
allowed in each venue. Hirers are strongly encouraged to maintain 1.5 metres of 
physical distance between persons where reasonably practical. 
 

 

D21/80697 1 UPDATED COVID19 RESTRICTIONS FOR COMMUNITY 

CENTRES AND HALLS  

Please see below for an updated summary of Covid19 rules which apply when using 

Orange City Councilôs community centres and halls. These rules are effective from 15 

December 2021 until further notice. 

 ¶ The Hirer must advise participants that they must not attend activities or enter the 

building if they experiencing Covid19 symptoms or if they are required to isolate under 

NSW Health guidelines. 

 ¶ Face masks must be worn inside the venue. Masks may be removed when engaging 

in physical exercise and when eating or drinking. Further information and 

exemptions can be found at www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/stay-safe/rules. 
 

 ¶ Check in via QR code is mandatory only if the venue is being used as a place of 

public worship, or for a funeral or memorial service. If QR code check-in is not 

possible in these situations, the Hirer must keep a record of name, mobile phone 

number or email, and time of entry for all participants. If NSW Health identifies that 

a positive case of Covid19 has attended any of our premises, Council is required to 

provide the relevant sign-in sheets within 4 hours. It may be necessary for Council to 

contact a hiring group outside of normal business hours to request their attendance 

records. 
 

 ¶ Maintain 1.5 metres distance between people where reasonably practical, including 

when people are seated, queuing or entering and exiting the building. Wearing of 

masks is strongly encouraged in situations where physical distancing is not possible.  
 

http://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/stay-safe/rules
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¶ Provided disinfectant must be used to clean tables, chairs, kitchen facilities and 

other frequently touched surfaces after use of the venue. ¶ Tableware and cutlery 

must be washed with hot water and provided detergent after use 
 

 ¶ Hirers are requested to use supplied hand sanitiser and hand wash and to practise 

regular hand hygiene measures whilst at the premises. 
 

 ¶ Where practical open doors and windows to increase ventilation when using the 

venue. Hirers must ensure all doors and windows are locked and secured before 

leaving the premises. 
 

 ¶ Persons who do not adhere to these conditions may be requested to leave Council 

premises.  
 

Louise Geaghan    MANAGER COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

 
 

 
 

At Mudgeeôs Australian Rural Education Centre, 267 Ulan Road, Bombira, NSW - Easter 

15th to 18th April, 2022 

 

 

GEMBOREE 2022 CONTACTS for the 58th National Gem & Mineral Show at Easter 2022 in 

Mudgee, New South Wales. GEMBOREE Co-Ordinator Tony Offord Mobile: 0404 269 953 - 

Email: tonyofford@optushome.com.au Camp Site Registration Managers Greg & Rose Cook PO 

Box 117, Corrimal NSW 2518 Mobile: 0412 909 690 Email: gregandrosecook@gmail.com 

Publicity Manager & Newsletter Editor Alan McRae Phone: 02 6331 5404 Email: 

amcrae@lisp.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:amcrae@lisp.com.au
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VALE MICHAEL HILL 9 October 1940 to 18 January 2022 

Hard to believe in a city of about 5 million people, but there is now only one 
retail stamp shop remaining in Sydney.  

There is one shop in the CDB and no other ñstamps onlyò dealer shop for 
100s of miles in any direction.  

 

Until 2011 Michael Hill ran a shop at Bexley known as Bexley Stamps. He 
shut the shop in 2007 when he turned 70 and operated the business by mail 
order from Doonside until 2017. He subsequently sold the business. It was a 
major source of stamp accessories. 

Michael died on 18 January 2022. 

He started a stamp store in Lae in PNG in 1969 and had been dealing in 
stamps since then.  He purchased Bexley Stamps in 1995. 

The PHILAS News relates how his shop was used as a setting of the 
Channel 9 drama Two Twisted in 2006. In an episode entitled Von 
Stauffenbergôs Stamp, the story was about a rare stamp form Nazi Germany. 
The stamp dealer was played by Sam Neill.  There was amusement amongst 
collectors when they compared Michaelôs appearance to Sam Neillôs. 
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Congratulations Audrey Ferrisé..for not only receiving the PHILAS 
awardébut for being awarded Orangeôs Australia Day 2022 Citizen of the 
Year. 
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The catalogue for Philas Auction 139 of Saturday 12 March is 
now on the web site  https://www.philas.net.au/auction  

Our 3 paper copies have been received on 16 February 20222 
Do you know that Philas is seeking higher-valued lots to be offered at a special auction later this 
year?  The auction will have only high quality material and will be widely advertised.  The bulk of the 
lots will come from the collections of the late Ron Flowers but other vendors have already begun 
offering lots.  If you think you have material that would qualify for inclusion in this auction, contact Mike 
Nibbs:  daintreewildman@gmail.com . 

https://www.philas.net.au/auction
mailto:daintreewildman@gmail.com
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 17 WITH ñSimpyò 
 
The following items have been sourced from the Australian Post Office Philatelic Service Stamp Preview. 
  
No. 2 1976: This bulletin announced that National Stamp Week would be held from 27th September to 1st 
October, 1976. Australia Post had held preliminary meetings with delegates from philatelic bodies in all States. 
The philatelic bodies were working to from State and National Stamp Promotion Councils to help encourage the 
hobby and with the long-term objective of staging a prestige international philatelic exhibition in Australia. 
 
No. 4 1976: The 1976 Olympic Games held in Montreal, Canada resulted in the issue of four stamps on 14th July 
1976 and the issue was featured on page 1 of the bulletin. 
 
No. 5 1976: A set of six definitive Australian Scenes stamps were released on 25th August, 1976 to replace the 
following stamps: 5c Pioneer Society, 25c Spiny Anteater, 35c Aboriginal Art Grave Posts and 50c Pioneer 
Transport. 
 
There was also a list of planned events for National Stamp Week including at Brisbane, Toowoomba, Adelaide, 
Hobart, Cabramatta and Eastwood (Sydney), Melbourne and Perth. An 18c stamp and 72c miniature sheet would 
be issued on 27th September, 1976. The four stamps on the mini sheet will show progressive colour stages in the 
photogravure printing process. 
 
No. 6 1976: National Stamp Week was featured in this bulletin with the two-page outer cover depicting stamps 
issues from various countries including Canada, Egypt, Brazil, Monaco, Austria, Gibraltar, Fiji, Germany, Cuba, 
Spain, Papua, India, USA, Nauru, Japan, Great Britain and Cape of Good Hope. Pity it was in black & white as it 
would make a great colour poster. 
 
No. 7 1976: The fifth series of Famous Australians depicted on stamps was announced for release on 10th 
November, 1976 and would comprise 4 x 18c stamps. 
 
Arrangements were also detailed for collectors requiring covers to be postmarked at the ANARET bases at 
Casey, Davis, Mawson and Macquarie Island in Antarctica. 
 
Other new issues detailed in the bulletin were Nauru ï Childrenôs Art on Stamps, Papua New Guinea ï Tropical 
Fish and Norfolk Island ï Butterflies. 
 
No. 8 1976: A one-off coloured edition to introduce the release of ñ36 fine quality photographs of Australian 
capital cities, Ayers Rock and the Go0ld Coastò as a series of pre-stamped postcards in a red velour wallet. They 
were introduced on a trial basis ñto interest the tourist, gift and cartophilic marketò. The complete set cost $10.80 
or a single card 35c.    
 
No. 9 1976: As I type this QEII is celebrating her Platinum Jubilee being 70 years on the British throne. By 
coincidence, this bulletin advised the release of two stamps to mark the 25th Anniversary of her reign. The stamps 
were scheduled for issue on 2nd February, 1977. 
 
No. 1 1977: An issue of six stamps (five x 18c in a se-tenant strip plus a single 45c stamp) to mark the centenary 
of Australia -v- England Test Cricket were due for release on 9th March, 1977. Special post- 
markers were to be used at a temporary post office at the Melbourne Cricket Ground where the centenary test 
would be held. From memory, less than 50 registered covers were done and in 2009 one was listed on ebay for 
$1,200. 
 
There was also a Royal Visit by Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh in 1977 and special postmarkers 
were used at seventeen different locations.   
 
No. 2 1977: A Girl Guides Muster was to be held at The Rock (South of Wagga Wagga) from 9th to 15th May, 
1977 with a temporary post office operating at The Rock Showgrounds using a special postmarker depicting the 
movementôs badge. 
 
Nauru was to issue a set of two stamps on 15th April, 1977 depicting Nauru House in Melbourne. The building 
was also depicted on a Courage Brewery beer can! 
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THE AUSTRALIAN $50 NOTE - CONTINUED  
 

Images of Lord Howard Florey and Sir Ian Clunies Ross were changed to David Unaipon on the 

obverse and Dame Edith Cowan on the reverse with the issue of a polymer note on 4 October 1995 

(colloquially known as a plastic note). The colour scheme of the previous $50 note is continued. 
 

 
 

The talents of David Unaipon (1872ï1967) on the obverse, were so varied he counted the 

occupations of author, activist, inventor, musician and preacher among others, during his career. A 

Ngarrindjeri man, he was born at the Point McLeay Mission, South Australia, now known by its 

original Aboriginal name of Raukkan, on the south-eastern shore of Lake Alexandrina in the 

locality of Narrung, 80 kilometres southeast of Adelaide. He is best known for his improvements to 

the living conditions of Aboriginal people. 
 

As a boy, he was an excellent student, interested in science, philosophy and music. On the note are 

shields from Unaiponôs Ngarrindjeri nation, a handwritten extract from his story Legendary Tales of 

the Australian Aborigine which reads "As a full-blooded member of my race I think I may claim to 

be the firstðbut I hope, not the lastðto produce an enduring record of our customs, beliefs and 

imaginings" (have a look!). Recording the myths of Australian Aborigines was of special interest to 

Unaipon, and he travelled across southern Australia collecting these stories in 1924 and 1925. 

There are images portraying the practices of miwi about which he wrote, along with drawings from 

one of his inventions. He authored the first work published in Australia by an Aboriginal 

Australian. 
 

The Raukkan Church built in 1869, a historical landmark is depicted on the left side. The couple 

standing in front of the church are Polly and Milerum. Milerum was the last initiated member of the 

local Ngarrindjeri people. He was highly respected and played a huge role in recording the history 

of his Coorong people. 

Unaiponôs father, James Ngunaitponi, was the first convert to Christianity from the Lower Murray 

tribes, and he became an evangelist. David played the organ in the missionôs small church, and 

during his time as organist he taught himself advanced music, including Handelôs Messiah 

As the first Australian Aboriginal writer to be published, his works included Hungarrda (1927), 

Kinnie Ger ï the Native Cat (1928) and Native Legends (1929). His writing style employed a 

simple means to communicate the storyôs atmosphere as it was embellished when repeated orally. 

Unaipon coupled his interest in Aboriginal traditions with an eagerness to understand science and 

to contribute new inventions. He studied aerodynamics and foresaw the eventuality of the 

helicopter, basing his experiments on the boomerang. His attention was directed towards inventions 

for immediate practical use and, in 1909, he patented an improved mechanical hand-piece for 

shearing sheep, which is represented on the note.  
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In churches and schools throughout south-eastern Australia, Unaipon delivered lectures and 

sermons, and his concern for Aboriginal rights saw his involvement in government policies. In his 

autobiography, My Life Story, Unaipon contemplated his study of the Bible had been compatible 

with his advocacy for racial equality. 

 

Edith Dircksey Cowan (1861ï1932) on the reverse, was born near Geraldton Western Australia 

(WA) and became the first female member of an Australian parliament when elected to the WA 

Legislative Assembly in 1921as a Nationalist, serving three years.  
 

Accompanying her portrait is a representation of the original fa­ade of WAôs Parliament House and 

an illustration of a foster mother and child. In Cowanôs maiden speech she invited her fellow 

members to consider the benefits of including more women in their political decisions. During her 

term as member, she argued for the welfare of migrants as well as the dignity and rights of children 

and women. 
 

Among the bills she introduced was the Womenôs Legal Status Act 1923, which allowed women to 

enter the legal and other professions. She successfully amended the Administration Act 1922, 

which gave equal rights to mothers and fathers when children died intestate. Before her election, 

she was involved in educational, social and family issues as well as many voluntary organisations. 

It is thought these concerns could have been the result of her own traumatic childhood. Her mother 

died when she was seven years old and her father was convicted for murdering his second wife in a 

drunken rage. Cowan had four daughters and a son. 
 

In 1906, out of concern for childrenôs rights, Cowan founded the Childrenôs Protection Society, 

which worked towards establishing the Childrenôs Courts. In 1915 she became one of the first 

women to be appointed to the bench of this Court. Her approach to the Court was to reduce the 

childrenôs standing as criminals, handled by the police and lawyers, and left to óthe mercy of the 

Stateô. By contrast, she sought to understand the underlying problems which may have led to the 

offence. 
 

Cowan strove to improve the rights and status of women and to ensure equal citizenship between 

the sexes. In 1894 she worked for the House of Mercy for Unmarried Women (the Alexandra Home 

for Women) and she later promoted the formation of the Womenôs Service Guild, which lobbied for 

the opening of the King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women, Perth. She supported free public 

education, including education addressing all aspects of health and sexuality. During World War I, 

she worked to assist the Red Cross in providing supplies to the Anzac troops, and for other war 

services, including the Maimed and Limbless Soldiers appeal. 
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The Order of the British Empire award came in 1920. Two years after her death, in 1934 a 

memorial clock tower was erected in the large Kingôs Park, Perth, to commemorate her many and 

varied contributions to the state. The Federal seat of Cowan in WA recognises her political career, 

and her role in education was acknowledged by the naming of a WA university, the only Australian 

university named after a woman. 
 

In June 2017 there were 686 million $50 banknotes in circulation, worth $34,309 million, this was 

47% of the total value for all denominations. 
 

The 18 October, 2018 issue has new security features designed to foil counterfeiting and includes 

two rows of four `pimplesô, one at the top and the other at the bottom assisting the visually 

impaired (the $5 note has one `pimpleô, the $10 two and $20 three). The portraits of David Unaipon 

and Edith Cowan continue. 

 

 
The note has many features including raised printing and a clear window with the number "50" 

embossed in this window and an image of the Raukkan Church with `50ô printed on top of the 

image. 
 

Each denomination of the next generation of banknotes features a different species of wattle and 

native Australian birds. The $50 banknote features the Acacia humifusa, profuse across northern 

Australia - David Unaiponôs ngaitji, or totem, and the Black Swan (Cygnus atratus), the bird of 

Edith Cowanôs home state, WA.  
 

A patch with the number "50" on the reverse of the note can be seen when held against an 

ultraviolet (UV) light. There are two serial numbers on the note, one in black the other in blue, 

different fonts are used on each one, and the serial numbers glow under UV light.  

The microprint on Unaiponôs left shoulder features excerpts of his Legendary Tales of the 

Australian Aborigines as on earlier issues and on Edith Cowan's back excerpts from her maiden 

speech to WA Parliament. 
 

On the reverse pictured above the large `50ôis the gumnut brooch with the words `The Nutô which 

Cowan had made to symbolise that entry into Parliament was a ótough nut to crackô for women. The 

King Edward Memorial Hospital, a womenôs and maternity hospital she helped establish is 

depicted on the left. 
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Cowanôs Womenôs Legal Status Act 1923 is acknowledged along with the words `I stand here to-day in 

the unique position of being the first woman in an Australian Parliamentô above `The Broachô. 
 

The $50 note is known `colloquiallyô as the `Pineappleô. 

 

Richard Gammie  

 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

 

Hereôs something that came in on the junk mail from Richard Wooders: -  

 

Austria, Habsburg, Ferdinand III 
Estimated $15,000.00 USD 
Realised $85,000.00 USD 

 
NGC MS60 | Austria, Ferdinand III (1637-1657), 10-Ducats, 1641, Graz, FERDINANDVS III D G ROM 
IMP S A G H BO REX, laureate, draped and cuirassed bust right, rev . ARCHI + AVST + DVX + BVRG 
+ STYRIAE + TEC, crowned oval shield with collar chain of the Order of the Golden Fleece, date 
above, unsigned, edge plain, 34.92g, 12h (cf. KM 895 [Thaler]; cf. Herinek 396 [Thaler]; cf. Dav 3187 
[Thaler]; cf. Fb. 197 [10-Ducats]; cf. Herinek 24 [10-Ducats]), lightly cleaned with some minor metal 
flawing in fields, otherwise extremely fine and presumed unique... 

 

http://email.mail.madonc.com/c/eJxNj8tuxSAMRL8m7IIghEvvgkU3_Q9jnFxUHhE4_1_6WFQaWfYZzUiOnnZnjEAoF6Szeq30mxPJb2qbmsMYuzuJgHa30YQjkA6Iy64KpCwLxFZRYivi5a15gj0UoLJkH4QESI8QrYkuBE1BZP9ivsZi3pftY-o33XIm5NTq-O6Z-I9AyDTmeRDw3Sn-W9dOkNOAn9TkqVytM1SexrgzT6S1Uk4ru2JLdaxny1FgqwzIXmvztIJ9gf5JnOopuo-x5cEd5mchnVerUVZiCfcXlmBgdw
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AIR MAIL TO ORANGE : 1961 TO 1981  
 

ORANGEôS FIRST AIRPORT WAS AT BLOOMFIELD 

More than 3,000 people were in attendance at Bloomfield on 19th February 1938, to watch the Minister 

for Defence, the Hon H.C. Thorby, open the first Orange Aerodrome. This site is now occupies by 

Bloomfield Park at the junction of the Forest Road and      
 

Mr Thorby flew to Orange for the ceremony in an Air Force Avro 40 bomber, described in the Orange 

Leader at the time as ñthe latest type of air defence machine.ò 

After welcoming Mr Corby, the orange mayor of the tome, Dr W.F. Matthews, asked Dr Colvin to tell 

the story of how Orange got its aerodrome.  
 

ñIt is fitting, Dr Colvin said, ñthat the Minister for Defence should perform the official opening of the 

Orange aerodrome, for it was the late [Sir] Neville Howse, who was then Minister of Defence, who sent 

officers to this city for the purpose of selecting a site suitable for an air field. That was 15 years ago [in 

1923]. 
 

The vision of an aerodrome was always before Dr Colvinôs and Orange Councilôs eyes. One such basic 

services as electricity and filtered water and the removal of the saleyards from the middle of town had 

been accomplished, Council started to plan for an aerodrome.  

 

The Bloomfield ñstripò was licenced as an A-class aerodrome. Orange aldermen at the time were 

hopeful that a regional airline would make 75-minute passenger flights both ways between Sydney and 

Orange. There was also a call in the Orange Leader for an airmail service, like what was operating 

between the capital cities and in the remote areas of Western Australia.  But these plans did not 

eventuate.  
 

Bloomfield was used during World War II by the Air Force in conjunction with the Parkes Air Training 

School. Trainees used it as a training ground for difficult landings and take-offs, as the aerodrome was 

all dirt and rather short.  

 

Although never officially used for an air mail service, urgent letters from the Parkes to R.A.A.F. 

headquarters and R.A.A.F. aerodromes would be carried on one of these planes to Orange for posting 

on the mail from Orange travelling to Sydney on the Central West Express after lunch each day.  

 

The aerodrome at Bloomfield was eventually delicenced as an A-class aerodrome in 1952. It was used 

by light commercial aircraft, private aircraft and by the Orange Aero Club until the Spring Hill airport 

opened in 1961. It had a short and bumpy runway and could be dangerous. 

 

ORANGE RESIDENTS TRAVELL  BY BUS TO BATHURST TO CATCH A PLANE TO 

SYDNEY 

Since 1947 a bus owned Orangeôs General World Travel had travelled to Bathurst (at Raglan) Airport 

ran ñmostlyò twice daily to connect with Butler Air Transport DC3 flights to and from Sydney. The bus 

fare was included in the cost of the plane ticket. In 1959 the Bathurst to Sydney air services were taken 

over by Reg Ansettôs Airlines of N.S.W.   This service carried an air mail between Sydney and Bathurst 

and return. The connecting bus, from Orange, however, didnôt carry any mail. 
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BUILDING AN AIRPORT AT SPRING HILL  

In September 1940 two members of the R.A.A.F.ôs aerodrome selection committee, Air Commodore 

A.T. Cole and Group Captain D.E.L. Wilson visited Orange to inspect aerodrome sites. The Orange 

Leader reported that Air Commodore Cole liked the Spring Hill site.  Hopes, however were dashed 

when Parkes Council offered the use of land there for an aerodrome at a rental to be fixed. The 

R.A.A.F. accepted their offer and built a large Training Facility there.  
 

In 1944, Mr C.A. Butler, of Butler Air transport, wrote to Orange Council: ñéthe site at Spring Hill 

may be converted into an airport, equal, if not superior to, any in Australiaò. 

 

In 1948 a Citizenôs Investigation Committee, headed by Orangeôs mayor, Dr Matthews, was set up to 

investigate establishing an airport at Spring Hill. Sol tests and surveys were completed, but nothing 

happened.  

 

At the beginning of 1958, the prospect of building an aerodrome at Orange seemed remote. There were 

still those in the community, however, who believed that one was inevitable. 
 

Orange Council, optimistically, had engaged a private firm of consulting engineers to design an airport 

between Huntley and Spring Hill. This firm had estimated the cost of a single strip at £250,000. The 

total cost, including land and terminal building, would clearly exceed £250,000.  The land proposed 

was owned by Tony Readôs father. Tony is our Clubôs president 
 

Representations to the Commonwealth Government were made at that time at every opportunity.  The 

main problem was, that every other regional centre wanted an airport as well.  
 

In early-1958, The Minister for Civil Aviation met with Orangeôs Alderman Alan Ridley and Alderman 

E.W.F. White. He was impressed with Orangeôs commitment.  On August 7th 1958, he announced the 

Governmentôs intention to encourage local councils to develop and own aerodromes. The scheme 

offered a 50% subsidy against maintenance and construction costs.  
 

The Department of Civil Aviation proposed a substantial cut in design plans, and therefore construction 

costs, for the Spring Hill site.  The original Orange design plans had been drawn for DC3 and DC4 

usage. A DC4 required a 7,000ft runway and a 24 inch thickness of gravel payment. If the newly-

introduced Fokker Friendship aircraft were used, these only required a 5,000ft runway and a 9 inch 

thickness of gravel.   Thus the estimated construction costs could be reduced to a little over £100,000.  
 

Construction commenced in 1959. The greatest difficulty was met in obtaining gravel of suitable 

quality.  The contractor lost about £8,000 when extensive graveled areas were condemned after soil 

testing by the Department of Civil Aviation. After allowing the re-lain gravel to compact and settle, the 

airport was ready for an opening on Saturday 17th June 1961.  The final cost of construction was 

£106,700. The total cost, including land purchases was £152,053. 

 

FURORE OVER WHICH AIRLINE PROVIDED THE ORANGE AIR SERVICE  

East-West Airlines, a company who had an operational headquarters in Tamworth, were awarded the 

air route between Sydney and Orangeôs new airport in April 1961. East-West proposed using their only 

Fokker Friendship, and DC3 aircraft to operate the twice daily Sydney-Orange Service. The fare was to 

be £3/5/- with air-freight carried at 4d per lb.   The alternate air-fare to From Sydney to Bathurst on 

Airlines of N.S.W. was £2/9/- plus the 17/6d road bus fare. 

 

Orange Council, and the local member, Mr Cutler immediately objected. The mayor, Alderman G.G. 

Machin complained: ñOrange is to have a poorer air service, and pay higher fares, than would have 

been the case if the licence had gone to Airlines of N.S.W.    Alternatelyò, he added, ñwe would have 
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had a still better service of the State [Labor] Government had chosen to subsidise East-West Airlines 

outrightò.  ñAs it is, the Government considers its political duty could be served by crushing, as far as it 

can, Airlines of N.S.W.ò  The political acrimony from Orange Council and from Mr Cutler continued 

unabated for the next 3 months. The N.S.W. Government ignored all this clamouring from Orange, and 

refused change its mind. 

 

Airlines of N.S.W. threatened to stop flying from Sydney to Bathurst in July 1961, because of the 

competition, but did not carry out these threats.  The service is still very lucrative.  The bus from 

Orange to Bathurst (Kelso) airport, which connected with the Airlines of N.S.W. flights stopped 

running on 17th June 1961, the same day the Spring Hill airport opened.  

 

ORANGEôS SPRING HILL AIRPORT WAS OPENED ON 17th JUNE 1961. 
 

 
 

The new airport was opened in appalling weather on Saturday 17th June 1961.  Many of the large crowd 

of over 2,000 people who attended had travelled up to 60km from outlying districts. The official 

ceremony was late in starting and visitors had to sit in freezing winds inside the official marquee.  The 

main reason was the unsealed airport access road and the heavy rain which forced the official cars to 

travel very slowly.  
 

 
 

Orange Airport opening in 1961 
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East-West Airlines DC3 aircraft. In the years before 1966 this was the plane that most often carried 

Orangeôs air mail to Sydney. Later it was always a Fokker Friendship aircraft 
 

Three ñbigò passenger aircraft, two Fokker Friendships and a DC3, the first large planes ever to land on 

the then unsealed aerodrome, brought 100 official visitors to the opening. 35 members of the press and 

television arrived in one plane. One of the Fokkerôs was a Department of Civil Aviation plane that had 

arrived on the Friday, bringing the Minister for Aviation, Senator Paltridge, who was to officially open 

the airport, and his departmental officials.  

 

Despite the freezing winds and light drizzle, 1,000 people crammed against the barriers to watch the 

official opening. A total of 2,000 came during the day to take a closer look at the planes parked outside 

the terminal. 

 

The East-West Airlines revenue services (and Orangeôs first air mail service commenced the following 

Monday, the 18th June 1961. 

 

AN AIR MAIL SERVICE FOR ORANGE WAS ANN OUNCED IN THE CENTRAL WESTERN 

DAILY  on 16th JUNE 1961 (page 3) UNDER THE BANNER OF BETTER MAIL SERVICES 

The article announcing the air mail services is reproduced in full.  

óHolders of private boxes at the Orange Post Office will have an improved mail service from next week, 

after the air service between Orange and Sydney begins.ô 
 

ñThe general public will also benefit by being able to post mail for Sydney late in the day.ô 
 

ñAirmail for Sydney will close at 3.45pm, three hours later than the present dispatch by rail.ô 
 

ñFrom Monday, the 1pm mail dispatch from Orange to Sydney, on the Central West Express, [leaving 

Sydney] at 8am & arriving in Orange at 2.20pm, will be discontinued. ó 
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Central West Express arrived in Orange in the 1960ôs.  The train will reverse and head back to Sydney 

in another hour.  It will have brought a limited amount of mail from Sydney and would return with mail 

ï that is ï until June 1961 when these mails were replaced by air mails. 

 

Most of the mail it carried was pre-sorted and had come off the T.P.O.s on the North Coast Mail, Glen 

Innes Mail, South Mail and Cooma Mail trains that had arrived in Sydney in the hours around dawn.  

They made a good connection with the Central West Express that left Central at 8am Mondays to 

Saturdays. 

 

ñREPLACEDò 

ñThese rail dispatches will be replaced by an air service from Monday. However, the normal night mail 

train service will continue as usual.òô 
 

òUnder the new services inwards mail from Sydney will arrive at the Orange Post Office at 10.15am. This 
will be about four hours earlier than mail received by rail. It is expected that following the primary break-up 
of mail in Orange, that mail will be available to private box-holders between 11am and 11.30am daily, 
Monday to Saturday.ó 
 

ñNOT TO HOMESò 

But the mail will arrive too late for house deliveriesò.  
 

ñThe outward airmail from Orange to Sydney will close at 3.45pm, three hours later than the dispatch 

by rail.ô  
 

ñThe outward dispatches will operate Monday to Friday, inclusive, beginning on Monday.ô  
 

ñOrange Post Master, Mr G.L. Butt, announcing the new services yesterday afternoon, said: - 

ñWith the inauguration of airmail services, it will mean business houses & other organizations will 

receive mail about four hours earlier than formerly & be able to dispatch mail three hours later than 

previouslyò. 
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The mail contractor handing over the mail-bags to the East-West pilot of the Fokker Friendship F27 in 

the circa-1970.  There was very limited cargo space as well as weight restrictions. Most of the cargo 

space was taken up with passengersô luggage and air cargo.  Quite a bit of the air cargo was large-

letter-sized satchels containing documents and contracts.  Although 10 times the price of a large letter 

sent in the post, they were delivered in Sydney that afternoon. 
 

AIRMAIL SERVICE FROM ORANGE vs. THE T.P.O. MAIL SERVICE  

In 1961 Orange was very well served by the daily Through Mail train, to which was attached the T.P.O. 

West mail sorting van. This train starting at Dubbo, arrived Mondays to Saturdays, at Orange station at 

11.32pm. It left for Sydney at 11.46pm.    

 

This train carried the bulk of Orangeôs mail to Sydney and return. Often a between 1 and 2 tons of mail 

destined for Orange, or from Orange, was loaded/unloaded daily. Mail was sorted in the T.P.O. van on 

the train, and was available for street and box delivery in Sydney & its suburbs, early the next day. 

There was a posting box on the Orange Railway Station platform, and mail could be posted right up 

until the time the train left for Sydney. Many Orange residents became used to taking their private mail 

up to the station for posting after tea, hours after the Orange Post Office had shut.       

 

Similarly, the Through Mail (with the T.P.O. carriage) travelling in the opposite direction, left Sydney 

at 9pm and arrived in Orange at 3.40am.  Mail posted in Sydney & its suburbs late the previous 

afternoon was available for delivery in Orange the next day. 
 

With such a reasonable mail service using rail, the demands on the newly inaugurated airmail were 

never great. This was probably just as well, since the East-West D.C.3ôs and later the first of their 

Fokker Friendship aircraft only had a limited cargo capacity.  In 1961 the only had one Fokker 

Friendship plane.  

 

Noelene Pearson, who worked for a firm of Orange solicitors in 1961, recalled that most business 

houses in Orange made up their outward mails for posting just before the normal Orange Post Office 

mail closing time of 5.00pm. It was the last task of the day.     
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Sending mail by the new airmail service, she said, meant an extra (and earlier & sometimes 

inconvenient) trip to the Orange Post Office for the 3.45pm closing time.  In 1961, the East-West 

Airlines air service from Orange arrived at Mascot Airport between 5.45pm and 6pm. It would take 

another hour before this mail arrived by van at the Sydney G.P.O. This was too late for delivery that 

day. .  
 

Where the Orange airmail service was useful, was for airmail letters addressed to interstate destinations. 

Mail arriving at the Sydney G.P.O. at about 7pm, could be re-sorted and bagged for the trip back out to 

the airport to join late-night mail planes for all the other capital cities. Such letters (usually) required an 

airmail sticker, no additional postage, and allowed a letter posted in the afternoon at Orange to be 

delivered to Melbourne, or Brisbane etc., the next day.      Similarly letters posted by airmail in the 

capital cities the previous afternoon, could arrive in Orange Post Office Boxes, just before lunch the 

following day.   In this period before faxes and e-mails, that was a useful service for the delivery of 

commercial documents. 

 

Noelene Pearson also remembers that standard letters, addressed to New South Wales destinations, and 

posted on the afternoon airmail service, didnôt always require an airmail sticker, although it was 

preferred. 

 

THE END OF ORANGE AIR MAIL  

The end of the daily air mail from Orange to Sydney and from Sydney to Orange came with the 

establishment of the Bathurst Mail Interim Centre on 11 May 1980.  When this mail centre became 

fully operational all the mail arrangements around the Central West changed in favour of road transport. 

Trucks took mail from Orange to Bathurst Mail Centre at 5pm each day. From Bathurst, mail travelled 

by road to the other mail centres around the State.  By 1982 the T.P.O. West train had ceased to run. 

The last run of the Orange air mail was believed to have been on the afternoon of 17th June 1981, when 

the air mail contract with East-West Airlines expired.  

 

 

East-West Fokker Friendship F27 at Mascot. East-West used the TAA Terminal 
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East-West timetable to Orange Easter 1965. About half the planes were still DC3ôs 
 

 

In July 1987 East-West was sold to Perth car dealer Perron Group which sold them on by the end of 

the month to Ansett Transport Industries. It continued to operate as a separate entity until 1993 

when its operations were integrated with those of Ansett and the eastïwest name ceased to be used.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ansett_Transport_Industries
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The East-West maintenance facility at Tamworth Airport was converted to a bus body factory by 

fellow Ansett subsidiary Ansair in 1993. 

 
DOMESTIC AIR MAIL RATES  
Since 1959 all domestic letter mail was carried by airmail where appropriate at no additional charge to 

the basic domestic surface letter rate (i.e. where an airmail service was available and its use would speed 

delivery). The only requirement was that such mail had to be within a ñstandardò size set by the Post 

Office as a rectangular shape between 3½ - 5½ inches high, between 4¾ - 9¼ inches wide with a ratio 

of side lengths not less than 1: 1.414 and not exceeding 3/16th of an inch in thickness. 
 

The domestic letter rate for airmail service for standard-size letters, letter-sheets effective from: 

                       <1oz          <2oz          <3oz   <4oz               <8 oz 
14 February 1966   $0.04      $0.07        $0.10        $0.13       extra 3c per oz 
1 October 1967        $0.05         $0.09      $0.13        $0.17             $0.21  
1 October 1970       $0.06         $0.12     $0.18        $0.18             $0.24  
1 October 1971       $0.07         $0.12     $0.18        $0.18             $0.24  
 

There were higher rates applicable to non-standard-sized articles.  The domestic airmail surcharge on such 

items was 3c per ounce in addition to the standard rate. 

 

In most cases it is not possible to ascertain for sure whether a particular item was carried by airmail or 

not, as very few items received transit and arrival date-stamps that might prove airmail carriage. 
 

The exception is registered items, where the back-stamps may well prove airmail carriage by showing 

faster delivery than would be possible by surface means. The payment of an airmail surcharge on non-

standard article) and the addition of an airmail sticker to standard mail. 

 

An old ñpostieò at Orange, Col, told me that if you wanted to be sure your letter to go on the afternoon 

East-West plane, it needed to have either and air mail sticker or have written on it ñAIR MAILò above 

the address. 
 
 

REFERENCES 

Central Western Daily Newspaper  

Orange Leader Newspaper 

Abacus Auctions, 2020 website:  Australian Decimal Postal Rates 1966-1973 Air Mail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamworth_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bus_manufacturing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ansair
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Most mail (ña ton a dayò) for Orange in the period before 1981 arrived sorted on the Travelling Post 

Office attached to the Through Mail train.  This train continued to Bourke, but the T.P.O. carriage was 

detached at Orange.  Your editorôs father worked on this T.P.O. 

 
 

East-West Airlines route map 1969.  Air mail services operated to most of the towns shown.  Molong 

had a connecting bus route to the Orange airport, but no air mail service was provided from there.  The 

Sunday-only flights from Tamworth to Glen Innes and Brisbane also carried no mail.  

 

The next project will be to research other East-West domestic air-mail destinations.  Your editor lived 

in Glen Innes in 1970-1974 and remembered the taxi that took passengers, air cargo and a not very 

substantive mail bag out to the daily, lunch-time, Fokker Friendship plane to Sydney at the Glen Innes 

airport,  

 

Compiled by Derek Dolstra 

This article is an expansion of one that appeared in a 2008 Newsletter 
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BANKNOTES FROM THE ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND  

 

 
 

The Royal Bank of Scotland was the first banks to be established in Scotland.  It had a similar name 

to the Bank of Scotland, another bank that was founded by an Act the Scottish Parliament on 17 

July 1695.  That was the year after the bank of England was founded.    
 

In 1695, a group of investors tried to set up a Scottish trading colony at Darien in Central America.  

Unfortunately Darien consisted of mosquito-ridden swamplands. The terrible failure of their 

venture cost Scotland 2,000 lives and a quarter of her entire liquid wealth. It also became a major 

contributing factor in Scotlandôs acceptance of political union with England to form Great Britain 

in 1707. 

 

 
 

Coat of arms of the Company of Scotland Trading to Africa and the Indies, 1696 
 

As part of the Act of Union with England some compensation was made.  Investors started a 

society to help others in Scotland with finance.  It saved going to London, the only other place that 

had banks. 

 

On 31st May 1727 a Royal Charter was granted to the Royal Bank of Scotland for a ñnewò bank in 

Edinburgh.  In their first year five denominations of banknotes were designed and print: - Ã1, Ã5, 

Ã20, Ã50, and Ã100. 
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This ónewô bank ruffled the shareholders of the rival Bank of Scotland. These folk decided to try and 

bankrupt the Royal Bank of Scotland by hoarding its notes and presenting them all at once and 

demanding gold bullion in exchange.   This didnôt work and they realised that it would be destructive to 

both banks.   A ñtruceô was arranged in 1751 which led these banks accepting each otherôs banknotes. 

These were the two main banks.  Scottish law, though, enables other small banks to be established, 

mainly by wealthy merchants.  These small banks survived by borrowing money from the Royal Bank 

of Scotland until these 2 main banks felt that too many of these small banks were being established.  

The small banks had also been issuing their own notes, though soon they were being over-issued.   The 

Royal Bank of Scotland at that time developed the idea of ñcash creditò ï like todayôs overdrafts.   A 

banking crisis in 1772 saw the big banks having to lend even more to the small banks to prop them up. 

Quite a few of the smaller banks failed at that time. 

 

 
1888 £1The Royal Bank of Scotland banknote 

 

Scottish banknotes are currently issued in pounds sterling by three Scottish retail banks.  These 

circulate in Scotland. The issuing of banknotes by retail banks in Scotland is subject to the Banking 

Act 2009, which repealed all earlier legislation under which banknote issuance was regulated, and 

the Scottish and Northern Ireland Banknote Regulations 2009. Currently, three retail banks are 

allowed to print notes for circulation in Scotland: Bank of Scotland, Royal Bank of Scotland, and 

Clydesdale Bank.  

 

Scottish banknotes are unusual, first because they are issued by retail banks, not government central 

banks, and second, because they are technically not legal tender anywhere in the United Kingdom ï 

not even in Scotland, where in law no banknotes ï even those issued by the Bank of England ï are 

defined as legal tender. Formally, they are classified as promissory notes, and the law requires that 

the issuing banks hold a sum of Bank of England banknotes or gold equivalent to the total value of 

notes issued.  
 

The fact that the notes are not defined as legal tender means that they are not withdrawn from 

circulation in the same way as the Bank of England notes, which cease to be legal tender on a given 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pound_sterling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Retail_bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banking_Act_2009
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banking_Act_2009
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scottish_and_Northern_Ireland_Banknote_Regulations_2009&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Bank_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clydesdale_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legal_tender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Promissory_note
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_of_England_note_issues
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date. Instead the Scottish banks withdraw old notes from circulation as they are banked. Any notes 

still in circulation continue to be honoured by banks, but retailers may refuse to accept older notes.  
 

 

 

 
 

The previous series of Royal Bank of Scotland notes, originally issued in 1987, has been replaced 

by polymer notes. The Committee of Scottish Bankers encouraged the public to spend or exchange 

non-polymer five and ten pound notes before 1 March 2018, which have now been withdrawn from 

circulation.   On the front of each note is a picture of Lord Ilay (1682ï1761), the first governor of 

the bank, based on a portrait painted in 1744 by the Edinburgh artist Allan Ramsay. The front of the 

notes also features an engraving of the bank's former headquarters in St Andrew Square, 

Edinburgh. The background graphic on both sides of the notes is a radial star design which is based 

on the ornate ceiling of the banking hall in the old headquarters building.  On the back of the notes 

are images of Scottish castles, with a different castle for each denomination.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_Campbell,_3rd_Duke_of_Argyll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allan_Ramsay_(artist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Andrew_Square,_Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Andrew_Square,_Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firmament
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Occasionally the Royal Bank of Scotland issues commemorative banknotes. Examples are the £1 

note issued to mark the 150th anniversary of the birth of Alexander Graham Bell in 1997, the £20 

note for the 100th birthday of Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother in 2000, the £5 note honouring 

veteran golfer Jack Nicklaus in his last competitive Open Championship at St Andrews in 2005, 

and the £10 note commemorating HM Queen Elizabeth II's Diamond Jubilee in 2012. These notes 

are much sought after by collectors, and they rarely remain long in circulation.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
The former headquarters in St Andrews Square, Edinburgh 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Bank_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Graham_Bell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Elizabeth_The_Queen_Mother
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Nicklaus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2005_Open_Championship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Open_Championship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Course_at_St_Andrews
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Scotlandôs monetary system goes back to the first coins issued in the Highlands.  These were 

Roman coins and coins issued by King David I ï the first Scottish silver pennies in about the 12th 

Century. These were known as Sterlings.   By the 14th Century groats (4d coins) and half groats 

(2d), both made from silver were circulating, along with Scotlandô first gold coin, the noble.  Silver 

and gold for these coins was mined and smelted in Scotland. 

 

 
 

Silver penny of King David I 

 

 
 

Gold noble of King David II 

 

 
 

Scotland silver groat coin 1367-1371 of Kind David II (3.1g) 
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SOME EARLY FLIGHTS TO MACQUARIE ISLAND  
 

This article started when your editor was attempting to find a little more about a rather grubby and 

poorly-postmarked, registered cover returned to Australia from Croydon in England:-  

 

 

 
It shows the typed senderôs instruction ñFor Return Flight / Per Catalina from / McQuarie Islandò.    It 

may have had an original outer cover, as it shows a Macquarie Island registration label and what must 

be assumed to be a Macquarie Island postmark. 

The back shows a ñREGISTERED / 10.30A20AP48 / MELBOURNEò transit cancel. Then things get 

slower.  The trip to England was by surface/sea mail.  There is ñRETURN TO SENDER / Unknownò 
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hand-stamp and a purple-ink, oval, ñREGISTERED / 26 MAY 49 / éBRANCHò postmark.   Lastly 

there is a purple-ink, rectangular ñ[BAIRNSDA]LE / 12 JUL 1949 / VIC. AUSTò rubber date-stamp 

impression.  The whole process of returning the cover took 11 months. 

Looking at the Australian Air Mail Catalogue it had to be #1189:- An RAAF Catalina flying boat A 24-

104 commanded by H.S. Gray, left Hobart with an air mail for Macquarie Island in the Antarctic. 

Return flight was to Wigram, New Zealand. 

Other covers from this flight, showing the Macquarie Island postmarking date of 4 August 1948, are 

shown below:-  
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Macquarie Island is an Australian Antractic Base 1542km south of Hobart:- 
 

 
 

 
 

The base at ANARE Macquarie Island was established on a narrow isthmus on 21 March 1948 
 

A mail notice for the flight appeared in the Melbourne Argus on 17th July 1948: - 
Special mail for Macquarie Island 

A special letter mail for Macquarie Island will close at noon on Wednesday. The mail will 

be sent by Catalina aircraft. 

Prepaid at ordinary rates, the letters should be addressed to the Antarctic Expedition, 

Macquarie Island, c/o Superintendent of Mails Branch, Melbourne. 
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The R.A.A.F. referred to the flight as óOperation Sinbad' - A few months after the A.N.A.R.E 

( Australian National Antarctic Research Expedition ) was set up on Macquarie Island on March 

7th, 1948, the diesel engineer Charles Scoble was drowned while skiing across a frozen lake. This 

lake is now known as Scoble Lake on the plateau south of the main base.  

 

Due to the critical importance of the diesel generators for the provision of electrical power at the 

base (for scientific experiments and the transmission of weather data to Australia), it was arranged 

that a replacement engineer, Frank Keating, would be flown by RAAF Catalina flying boat No. 

A24-104 to the island.  

 

On August 4th at 0513 AEST the flying boat took off from Hobart for Macquarie Is, a distance of 

870 nautical miles (over 1,600km) one way. On board were a crew of seven, (Sqn Ldr RHS Gray 

Flight OIC; Flt Lt AE Delahunty Flight Captain), the replacement engineer, TF Keating, and a 

quantity (100 lbs) of mail. This was the first and only delivery/pickup of Airmail ever made to and 

from Macquarie Island. 

 

The Catalina touched down in Buckles Bay at 1250 AEST and taxied close to a sandy beach. With 

the aid of two anchors and running engines the aircraft was held into the wind while Gray, Keating 

and the mail were unloaded into a waiting boat. Survival time in the water in case of a capsize was 

estimated to be two minutes. After Gray returned with the mail the aircraft took off at 1430 AEST 

with the aid of JATO (Jet Assisted Take Off) rockets.  

 

 
 

Because of strong westerly winds there was insufficient fuel for the aircraft to reach Hobart so it was 

diverted to RNZAF Base Wigram where it arrived after a flight of 8 hours. The Catalina left Wigram at 

0847 NZST on 6th August and flew direct to RAAF Base Rathmines, NSW, where it arrived after a 

flight of 13 hours 15 minutes. 
 

In RAAF service, the Catalina aircraft were best known for their exploits as a night intruder. Painted 

matt black and carrying sophisticated mission equipment, the "Black Cats" undertook mine laying and 

air/sea rescues under the cover of darkness and assisted with the repatriation of prisoners-of-war from 

Singapore and Japan at the end of the war. Following World War II, the aircraft trialled a jet-assisted 

take-off units at the RAAF's Aircraft Research and Development Unit, as well as participating in 

several supply missions in support of the Australian National Antarctic Research Expeditions. Of the 

168 Cats that saw RAAF service, only 23 survived World War II, the last of which was retired from 

service in 1952. 
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Catalina A24-10? Probably at Rathmines, new South Wales 

 

The R.A.A.F. Museum at Amberley in Queensland have preserved a Catalina used by the Royal 

Canadian Aur Force until 1961 and have painted it up as A24-104. 
 

The identity of A24-104 was selected for the final finish as 104 was a very significant aircraft. 

Initially serving with No 113 Air Sea Rescue Flight, A24-104 operated throughout the South-West 

Pacific. Immediately following World War II, the aircraft was involved in escorting No 77 

Squadron Mustangs to Japan as part of the British Commonwealth Occupation Forces. A24-104 

then returned home to be used as a testbed for jet-assisted take-off (JATO) trials, which were 

carried out at Point Cook by No 1 Aircraft Performance Unit (forerunner to the Aircraft Research 

and Development Unit). Before the completion of these trials, the aircraft was used in a supply 

mission to the Australian Antarctic Territory, where the JATO equipment was used successfully. It 

was the only way it could take off in rough seas with a heavy fuel load. In 1953, A24-104 was 

transferred to the Netherlands Government, and was scrapped at Biak in 1956 
 

MACQUARIE ISLAND POST OFFICE  
The Macquarie Island Post Office opened on 7th March 1948 while the Base was being set up.   A mail 

was organised that day for return on L.S.T. 3501, the amphibious tank landing ship, which brought all 

the personal and knock-down buildings for the Base. 

 

LST 3501 was renamed HMAS Labuan on 16 December 1948, after the amphibious landings at 

Labuan. The 1948 ANARE expedition named Cape Labuan on Heard Island after the ship, and used 

names of officers and senior enlisted personnel for Lavett Bluff, Mount Dixon, Cape Lockyer, and 

Hayter Peak. It was used to set up all of the other Antarctic bases, including that on remote Heard 

Island. 
 

HMAS Labuan returned to the islands on five occasions to deliver supplies and transfer personnel: 

Heard Island during January to March 1949, 1950, and 1951, and Macquarie Island in April 1949 

and 1950, all with mail. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Labuan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Labuan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Labuan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lavett_Bluff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Dixon_(Heard_Island)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Lockyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hayter_Peak
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HMAS Labuan. The swing doors in the bow opened up. 

 

 

The first mail from Macquarie Island carried a number of collectorôs covers:-  
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In its early days the Macquarie Island Base had few comforts.  Tent accommodation was still used as 

shown in this view of 1953:-  

 
 

Since 1960 the Macquarie Island Post Office was situated at one end of the Electricianôs Workshop in 

one of the three remaining óhistoricô Nissan huts. 
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THE TWO LINCOLN FLIGHTS  OF A-72 
 

 
Lincoln A73-2 

 

On 15th March 1947, when Australia was thinking of setting up Macquarie Island Base a 15/03/47 

Lincoln A73-2 plane flew over the island. 

 

Lincoln A73-2 from No 1 Air Performance Unit at Point Cook, Victoria, conducted a pioneering 

flight from mainland Australia to the edge of the Antarctic zone, collecting meteorological data and 

photographing Macquarie Island which lies 1466 kilometres south of Tasmania. The aircraft was 

airborne for 14 hours 35 minutes and completed the flight in deteriorating weather. This effort was 

seen as an essential precursor to the scientific voyages launched by the Australian National 

Antarctic Research Expedition (ANARE) from December 1947. 
 

Lincoln A73-2 carried out a second mission to Macquarie Island four years later. On 1 February 

1951 the aircraft took off from East Sale, Victoria, to drop medical supplies, food and mail to the 

stationôs residents. They dropped a number of bomb-shaped ñstorpedosò from a height of 200m.  

After delivering its cargo at 6 am next day, the aircraft returned to base having spent 13 hours 45 

minutes in the air. 
 

Lincoln A73-2 was assembled from English parts in August 1946. It was deemed unserviceable at 

East Sale on 5 November 1953. On 2 December 1953 it was óokayedô to be broken down into parts.  

Most other Lincolns were burnt, or used as target practice at Woomera. 
 

The Avro 694 Lincoln had been selected as the RAAFôs post-war standard bomber. Under a 

licencing agreement between A.V. Roe and Company Ltd and the Australian Government, the 

newly-formed Government Aircraft Factory at Fishermans Bend, Melbourne commenced 

Australian production of Lincoln Mk.30 bombers, completing a total of 54 aircraft A73-1 to A73-54 

between 1946 and 1950.  They were the largest aircraft to be built in Australia.  Of these 18 were 

later rebuilt as long-nose Mk.31 MR maritime reconnaissance models A73-55 to A73-73, which 

continued in RAAF service until 1961 when the last of the type were replaced by Lockheed 

Neptunes. 
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From the Gippsland Times Thursday 1st February 1951 page 1 
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THE DELAYED EXHIBITION 
 

When reading the January 2022 Queensland Numismatic Societyôs Newsletter several items caught 

my interest. 
 

One was an article by George Shea: - The Delayed Exhibition. St one stage I was a keen medal and 

medalet collector.   So I dragged all the things and references I had to relating to 19th Century 

exhibitions in Tasmania. 

 
My interpretation of Mr Sheaôs article was that the un-named 1885 Carlisle No 6 medalet was for 

an exhibition in Launceston in 1885 that did not go ahead at the time ï and that the exhibition 

finally went ahead in 1891 in a different building, purposely built at the time. 
 

An article found on the Trove website from the Launceston Examiner dated Friday 31st December 

1886 cites: - ñThere was again an excellent attendance at the Launceston Industrial Exhibition last 

nightéò 
 

This confirms there was definitely an Exhibition in Launceston in 1886. I have a medalet showing 

1886-7/1 for a Launceston Industrial Exhibition which features a different building. 

Most medals for these exhibitions featured the building that they were held in! 
 

The question is did Stokes, the maker of the 1885 medalet make an error and portray the wrong 

building?  Stokesô business was based in Melbourne. The other question is did the Launceston 

Exhibition run from 1885 until 1887?  Often successful exhibitions were extended, or was the 

medal actually for an exhibition in Hobart. 
 

A further search of the internet located an image of a building very similar to the one portrayed on 

the 1885 medalet.  It was for the 1883 Tasmanian Juvenile Industrial Exhibition of 1883. 
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Looking at the medalet again, it is possible that the dates on my silver medalet are small, thick and 

rough. On the gilt medal they appear more clearly and the ñ5ò can be seen to be ñ3ò. 
 

The medalet is for the Hobart Juvenile Industrial Exhibition of 1883! 
 

Tony Read  

From the Companion to Tasmanian History 

Centre for Tasmanian Historical Studies, 2006, with thanks:-  
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From Tony Readôs collection 
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FRENCH INDOCHINA ï JAPANESE IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT  

OCCUPATION BANKNOTE  
 

The 10 yen banknote, shown below, was issued in 1942.  

 

After the fall of France, Indochina was administered by the Vichy regime.  They 

ñinvitedò Japanese troops into the country. This aggravated the United States.  The 

Japanese troops used Indochina as a base to attack the Philippines and the Malayan 

Peninsula on 7 November 1942.  That was the day Pearl Harbour was attacked.  

Japanese who occupied French Indo China allowed the local Vichy French 

administration to govern the country ï until March 1945. 

 

 
 

 
 

 


