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OUR NEXT MEETING IS THIS TUESDAY 28" FEBRUARY 2023 7.30pm —

Win Morehouse with customers at our 2022 November Spring Fair.
Win and Phil Morehouse wil be coming to our 18-19 March, Orange
Expo 2023 at the Orange High School Hall.
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THE NEXT ORANGE COIN &
STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON
THIS TUESDAY, 28" FEBRUARY
2023

Our next meeting is at the Orange
Cultural Centre at 7.30 on this
Tuesday 28™ February 2023.

Our next monthly coin &
stamp mini-fair is in the
Orange Cultural Centre is on
Saturday 4™ March 2023 from 9
to about 1pm.

bo——

Our meetings and the monthly fair are
held in the Orange Cultural Centre
building Sale St, Orange. It’s the
building that used to be a school. It’s on
the right hand side as you enter the
Woolworths Car Park. The building is
sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but
entrance is from the mini-park on the
Sale St frontage

OUR NEXT CLUB ‘NIGHT’
MEETING (AFTER THIS ONE) IS
ON TUESDAY 28" MARCH 2023

Our next night-time, monthly meeting, after
this one, is on Tuesday 28" February 2023.

The Club always meets on the last Tuesday of
each month, except in December.

The next mini-fair in the Cultural Centre, after
the January one is on Saturday 4™ March 2023
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OUR 2023 ORANGE COIN
& STAMP EXPO IS IN ON
SAT 18" and SUNDAY 19"
MARCH AT THE ORANGE
HIGH SCHOOL HALL

It’s on and we need members’

participation for:-

e Front door

e \We need displays, both
competitive and non-competitive

e Food donations for the Expo
raffle

e Setting-up on the Friday night
and pulling down on the Sunday
afternoon,

e |nvite others to come to see what
we do.

e Support the dealers who come
long distances to Orange

OUR SPRING FAIR 2022 DEALERS -
PLEASE KEEP SUPPORTING THEM
AT EXPO 2023

Dealers who attended our 2022 Spring Fair
were: -

e Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710
www.wynyardcoins.com.au

e A.Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from
Canberra) — PO Box 53, MITCHELL,
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)
Buying and Selling

e Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard
Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800;
Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02)
6362 2368, E-mail:
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howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying
and Selling — Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

e Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown.
NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email —
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-
wide stamps bought and sold

e And Pittwater Philatelic
Services (John & Tracey
Pearson) - they are back!

DATES FOR 2023

.Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 28" February 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly
mini-fair, Saturday 4™ March 2023, 9-12.30,
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St Orange.

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc. 8" March
2023 meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore
Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse. Flags
display by Alan Mayhew

Ballarat Club’s Begonia Festival Stamps &
Coins Fair, Monday 13" March 2023, at the
Eastwood Leisure Centre, Eastwood St,
Ballarat, Vic

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 28™ March 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly
mini-fair, Saturday 1 April 2023, 9-12.30,
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St Orange

Orange Coin & Stamp EXPO
2023. 2-day weekend show —
Saturday 18™ March 9-4 and
Sunday 19" March 9-3, at the
Orange High School Hall,
Woodward St Orange.
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Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc. 12" April
2023 meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore
Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse. Trains,
by Patrick Gunning

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 30" April 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly
mini-fair, Saturday 6 May 2023, 9-12.30,
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St Orange.

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc. 12 April
2023 meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore
Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse. Ladies
with Altitude: women aviators (part 3) by lan
Dolstra

Hobart one-frame Stampshow, 19-21 May
2023 at the Hobart Town Hall.

Wagga 2-Day Coin & Stamp Show, 20 &
21° May 2023, Sturt Public School, White
Avenue, Kooringal

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 30" May 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Rockhampton Stamp Club’s Stamp Fair,
24™ June 2023, 10-4 at the Frenchville Sports
Club, North Rockhampton

Petersham Stamp, Coin & Note Fair,
Sunday 31% July 2023, 9-4, at 107 Crystal St,
Petersham

Bendigo Stamp Fair, 5™ August 2023, 9.30-
3.30 at the Prince of Wales Showground,
Holmes Road. North Bendigo, Vic. Local &
Melbourne stamp & coin dealers.

Wagga 2-day Coin & Stamp Show, 25-26"
November 2023, Sturt Public School, White
Avenue, Kooringal
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ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUPB’S

ORANGE COIN & STAMP
EXPO 2023

Saturday 18th March, 2023

9am to 4pm

& Sunday 19* March, 2023

9am to 3pm

at the

Orange High School
Cnr Summer and Woodward Sts, Orange

(off-street parking available, turn left opposite
United Petrol Station in Woodward St, just prior to the
traffic lights.)

Interstate & NSW dealers offering a range of Australian & World
stamps,
coins & accessories.

Stamp & coin displays

Admission $2-00, accompanied children free.
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Thanks to community radio 2MCE 92.3 Bathurst and 94.7 Orange for their Spring Fair
2022 publicity

M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000

Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au

The MR Roberts’ Wynyard Coins tables at Orange Spring Fair, 19 & 20 November 2022. They are
coming to our Orange Expo on 18 & 19 March 2023

VISIT US ONLINE
wynyardcoins.com.au

BUYING & SELLING
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CAMPBELLTOWN CLUB’S MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

February meeting: President Bill Richardson presenting a $1000.00 cheque to Jason

representing We Are Community. The money was raised at the December charity
auction.

January meeting. Ladies night: Stamps or other interests and hobbies L-R Alicia

Martinez (badges), Cheryl Ziemiecki (musical instruments) and Win Morehouse (Teddy
bears).
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 23 WITH “Simpy”
The following items have been sourced from various Australian Post Office Philatelic Bulletins.

September 1976: The Commonwealth Games were held in in Montreal, Canada and details were given of the
four stamps to be issued on 14 July depicting stylised figures.

A two-page article related to “Stamp Perforations” advised the Note Issue Department had five English-made
Grover perforating machines that have been in use since 1964. In these days of mainly self-adhesive stamps, |
wonder if all five are still in use.

December 1976: A four-page article detailed the fifth issue relating to Famous Australians — Sir Baldwin Spencer,
John Gould (Gould League of Bird Lovers), Griffith Taylor and Thomas Howell Laby.

Stamps delivered quantities for the financial year ending 30 June 1976 ranged from a low of 100,000 for 12 cent
Rehabilitation to a high of a staggering 602,000,000 for the 18c Helichrysum thomsonil flower.

For “Flight” enthusiasts, a three-page article gave details of the first RAAF overseas flight in 1926 to British
possessions in the south-west Pacific.

March 1977: Senior Sergeant J Mclver from the Victoria Police Force penned an item titled “Safeguarding Your
Stamp Collection”. The article finishes with the following advice “The joint co-operation between philatelists and

the police may minimize stamp thefts and assist in recovery of stolen stamps, but ultimately the security of your

collection is your responsibility”.

June 1977: “Looking After Stamps” was the first item | noticed. In one paragraph it states “...important not to
have stamps exposed on a table or desk if airsprays or chemical substances generally are being used nearby.
Chemical fumes can often cause maijor colour fading.”. There were also two paragraphs about atmospheric
conditions especially humidity and how they can affect stamps.

December 1977: “Collectors’ Sets and Specimen Stamps Part Two 1928-70” were detailed in a 3% page article
including the kangaroo on map of Australia issue.

Stamps delivered quantities for the financial year ended 30 June 1977 ranged from a low of 100,000 for 12 cent
Rehabilitation (same as the previous year) to a high of 451,340,000 for the 18 cent flower. This means over one
billion 18c flower stamps were delivered in a two-year period.

The Christmas Island Christmas stamps were issued in a sheetlet of 12 stamps covering the theme “The Twelve
Days of Christmas”.

A special postmarker was available at the temporary post office at the Rock Showgrounds NSW from 9 to 15 May
1977 for the 61 Girl Guides State Muster. A total of 3,175 articles were cancelled including 159 registered.

March 1978: The six-page.lead article featured Australian Aviators Harry Hawker, Charles Kingsford Smith,
Charles Ulm and Bert Hinkler Four x 18 cent stamps and a mini sheet were due for release on 19 April 1978.

September 1978: The first issue of the Philatelic Bulletin in 1953 had a print rum of 800. By 1978, there were
400,000 names on the mailing list.

Other articles in this issue were titled National Stamp Week 1978, The Laughing Jackass (featuring kookaburra
stamps), New Postal Charges (from 1 July 1978) and The Pre-Stamped Envelope Collection.
A set of five definitive stamps featuring Australian birds were issued on 1 July 1978.

January 1979: Stamps delivered quantities for the financial year ended 30 June 1978 comprised a low of
100,000 for the 35 cent grave posts to a high of 573.300.000 for the 18 cent flower.

Series Il comprising 42 pre-stamped postcards were placed on sale during October/November and were housed
in a blue velour-like wallet. They sold for $12.80 per set.
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THE AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH FLEET ARRIVES IN
SYDNEY, 1913 & THE MEDALET

The last British troops left Australia in 1870. After that each of the colonies recruited their own
army. Most also operated a number of small to very small warships. The armies and the
‘navies’ were combined when the colonies united after Federation in 1900.

In 1908 the United States Great White Fleet, then on a voyage around the world visited
Australian ports. It made a huge impression on Australians, especially its politicians.

The Prime Minister of the time visualised a naval squadron which would form the first unit of a
proposed Australian Navy. The British Admiralty agreed.

It was to be staffed as far as possible by Australian Officers & seamen with a frequent
interchange of officers & men between the British & Australian navies.

In times of peace it would be under the control of the Commonwealth government. Its
regulations, standards of training, discipline, and efficiency were to be equal to those of the
British Navy.

The squadron was to consist of:-

One armoured cruiser — the Australia

Three cruisers — Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane

Six destroyers —

Three submarines, and,

Necessary auxiliary craft

Two of the destroyers, built in England, along with the armoured cruiser Australia, three of
the light cruisers and two of the destroyers made the passage out as a squadron. These
entered Port Jackson, in line, on 4" October 1913. Their welcome was tumultuous.

Huge crowds lined Sydney Harbour to see the arrival of Australia’s new naval fleet,
comprising battle cruiser HMAS Australia, light cruisers HMAS Melbourne, HMAS Sydney
and HMAS Encounter, and destroyers HMAS Yarra, HMAS Parramatta and HMAS Warrego.
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“England expects that every manthis day will do his duty.”

Postcard showing HMAS Australia departing Portsmouth for Australia, this postcard was produced
during World War | as a means of rallying patriotic pride for the British Commonwealth, ¢ 1916.
Australian National War Memorial Collection image

To commemorate the occasion all school children in New South Wales were granted a
holiday and were issued with a medalet.
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This circular bronze medalet, shown above, is the Australian War Memorial’s collection. It
commemorates the first visit of the Commonwealth fleet to Sydney on 4 October 1913. The
obverse shows the battle cruiser HMAS Australia with the Sydney shoreline in the
background and the words 'OCT.4 1913' below. The reverse is marked in raised letters with
the words 'TO COMMEMORATE THE FIRST VISIT OF THE COMMONWEALTH FLEET TO

SYDNEY'. A small hole has been made at the top of the medalet through which a metal
suspension ring is threaded.
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A medalet of similar design was produced in 2013 to commemorate the Centenary of the first
Royal Australian Navy fleet’s arrival in Sydney

On 18t March 1913, 4 weeks after the entry of the Naval Squadron through the Sydney
Heads, the Australian Navy opened an Officers’ Training College at Geelong in Victoria
10| Page
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The building, Osborne House, is located on the shore of Corio Bay, in Geelong, Victoria. The
Royal Australian Naval College (RANC) was only temporary site. A permanent site had
already been selected at an isolated spot in Jervis Bay on the south coast of New South
Wales, and the college moved there in 1915.

=

JL‘E«QQ&';“’ -
vy K

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL P11503.008

Recruits for Naval Officer Training College march through Geelong on 1st March 1913 as part
of the opening ceremony.
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THE AUSTRALIA DAY COUNCIL'S ONE
NATION - AUSTRALIA DAY ACHIEVEMENT
MEDALET

At our 31t January meeting, Tony Read displayed his Australia Day
Achievement medalet.

Australia Day Achievement Medallions and Lapel Pins are awarded in
recognition of exceptional performance in special projects or core duties, by
Government departments and agencies, not-for-profit organisations and
corporate entities.

The criteria for the presentation of medallions and lapel pins is set by each
entity and varies considerably with the common theme of excellence in the
workplace. Medallion and lapel pin presentations generally take place at
events in the lead up to or soon after Australia Day. Recipient names are
published on the Australia Day website from mid-February each year.
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The Australia Day Achievement medalets are awarded annually by the Australia
Day Council. The reverse of this one was awarded for sporting achievement

The Australia day Council has been awarding these medalets since 2017.
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Coin Cabinets and Coin Display Cases for Sale

——

30cm Ruler
i g -

P \_\ ,.‘, 4
1. Quality blue plastic six drawer coin cabinet. 27cm W, 19cm H, 36cm D. $20
2. Professionally made coin display case. This is the same type of display case
as used by Orange Coin Club. 39cm W, 76cm L, 7cm H. $30
3. Grey Wood carcase, plastic drawers, twelve drawer coin cabinet. 29cm W,
33cm H, 30cm D. $25
4. Blue plastic five drawer coin (or small collectables) cabinet. 28cm W,
26cm H, 34cm D. $18
5. White plastic four drawer coin (or small collectables cabinet (bottom drawer
is twice as high as the other drawers). 25cm W, 23cm H, 34cm D. $18
6. VERY LARGE Display Case. Would be perfect to good for most types of
collections and would be perfect to show items for sale at SWAP MEETS,

etc. It is made of wood, has glass top & measures 92cm W, 77cm L, 13cm H.
$20

All of the cabinets will each hold one or a number of standard coin pages, or loose 2X2
cardboard coin holders. They also can use inserts of wood, felt, polystyrene, etc in
which holes have been cut or punched. All of the above have the advantage over coin-
page books in that specific displays can be set out in the manner you wish. Below can
be seen coins set out #1 in coin pages, #2 on Poly Sheets, #3 in cardboard 2X2, and
last, in felt with punched holes.

TR IR P T O el X 4 P

Contact Col Davidson at Email coldavidson@aapt.net.au or tel, 0405577074.

[ member’s advertisement ]
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THE “SPECIAL” POSTMARK

At our Club meeting on 315t January 2023 Tony Read brought along a
postmark on a King George V issue 2d stamp that read “SPECIAL / 6-P-
2FE22”. He said he wanted to know more about what “SPECIAL” meant.

Your editor went to the very useful Stampboards on-line site to try and find out
more.

Earlier searchers on Stampboards had suggested that they were something to
do with special deliveries from the Sydney G.P.O.

Rod Perry replied that the "Sydney Special" (or "Special Sydney") cancels were
not associated with the Special Delivery service, as suggested above.

Mail for that purpose had to be so indicated, and receive blue lines (in contrast
to the red lines of registered mail). The additional fee also had to be indicated,
either by the affixing of stamps, or a "paid" marking to that effect.

He proffered a 1924 cover with Special Sydney machine-applied cancel, to
U.S., which disproves the Special delivery theory.
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Some of the circular date-stamps illustrated on Stampboards show “SYDNEY”
at the base:-




y Views -

SYDNEY "SPECIAL" POSTMARKS

by N.C.Hopson

fuch has been written in the past on this subject including references
in "Sydney Views" issues Nos.1/18 and 4/17 and earlier articles in "The
London Philatelist" May/June 1977. No definite answers have been forth-
oming, with varying opinions as to the reason for these "Sydney Special"
ancellations.

Some ~additional information came to light recently in the form of cross
references on a printed notice of mail closing times at the GPO Sydney,
dated 9th July, 1907. Unfortunately the notice was not complete, but
ad in fact been "cut up and used as a scribbling pad".

The following cross references on this notice relate to the published
nformation therein concerning closing times for Interstate Mails:-

++ Letters for Queensland will be accepted without late fee
for the Northern Express from 3’_.?;_5,pn to 4.15pm, if posted at
the GPO in the Special Box, which will be open for that purpose
during the time stated. ? ;

Letters, provided they are posted in the Special Box at
the GPO, which will be open for that purpose during the time
stated hereafter, will be accepted without late fee from 5.30pm
to 6.00pm. (This may refer to NSW country mails.)

"l;.e“tters., provided they are posted in the Special Box at the
GPO, which will be opened for that purpose during the time
stated hereafter, will be accepted without late fee from 5.30pm

Letters, provided they are posted in the Special Box at
the GPO, which will be opened for that purpose ‘during the time
stated hereafter, will be accepted without late fee from 5.30pm
to 6.00pm for places in South Australia, and from 6.00pm to
6.45pm for Adelaide only.

There was a similar notice, also incomplete, in which "Victoria" and
"Melbourne" were substituted for "South Australia" and "Adelaide'.

From this notice it would appear certain that letters for Queensland
posted in the Special Box from 3.45pm to 4.15pm would have been cancel-
led with the "Q SPECIAL" postmark, as this would identify ‘such mail
if there were any subsequent enquiries concerning same. AL

The notice indicates that the Special Box was opened only at the times

stated, and therefore was closed during the rest of the day.

One possibility is that the mail posted up to 6.00pm was cancelled

"SPECIAL 6", and mail posted between 6.00pm and 6.45pm for Melbourne,

Adelaide etc, was cancelled "M SPECIAL".

If any reader has "SPECIAL" postmarks on cover; details or photocopies
would be appreciated 4 = :




NEW DISCOVERIES
2 - ‘Special’ in CDS of Sydney on stamps of New South Wales

by. V. FRANKENSTEIN, FRPSL

LETTERS AND postal articles posted in a special letterbox designated for special departures such as
4.45 pm interstate departures or departures by steamers, etc, were cancelled with a CDS carrying the
‘word ‘Special’, 'Q Special’ or ‘SPC!6', etc, across the centre of the postmark.

‘Q SPECIAL’ I believe was for the use on Queensland mail prior to the opening of the North Coast
line through to South Brisbane. Mail would have gone via Wallangarra, this train departed from Sydney
‘about noon.

‘SPC! 6'; it has been suggested that this would be the 6 pm closing. -

The ‘Special’ cancellation so confirmed the posting in the special letterbox and claims for late delivery
‘of mail not carrying this special postmark could be refuted, because they were posted in the wrong box.
No late fee was paid for the use of the special boxes.

Various numbers appear at the bottom of the CDS which designate just the number of the individual
canceller. It has long been the practice to number datestamps in capital cities as a security measure.
‘One puzzling feature is apparent: if each individual canceller has been used with its own number, how
is it possible that the number 45 appears right through the period 1902~12 in completely different types
as Nos 1, 2, 3, 6, 72 The explanation s that all cancellers had ‘removable plugs’ and the one canceller was
used for different categories of mail other than “Special” and the plugs were frequently changed and no
particular attention was paid which type of ‘Special’ was used when changing the plug back.

1 would like to express my thanks to Mr Jack Leek for his assistance, ,

In my collection I have found eight main types which I am listing but that does not preciude other
types coming to light once the intercst in these markings is aroused.

Diameter of circle: 25mm
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So it is now apparent that the ‘Special’ date-stamp was applied to letters posted
in a Special Posting Box brass chute at the Sydney G.P.O. The letters posted in
it would have otherwise required a late fee for interstate and intrastate rail &

ship mails, as well as overseas ship mails.

Thanks to Stampboards and its many contributors
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NELLIGEN, New South Wales

Nelligen, is a small town on the banks of the Clyde River just 8 km from Batemans
Bay.

Most travellers speed across the modern bridge that spans the Clyde River and fifteen
minutes later reach Batemans Bay. Before 1964 they would have joined the long
queue of vehicles waiting to be ferried across on the punt. 30,000 vehicles used the
punts at Nelligen in 1963, the year before the bridge opened.
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But a lot has changed at Nelligen. In its heydays Nelligen was a busy seaport and
coastal town. The village was laid out in 1854 when the Illawarra Steam Navigation
Co began operating there from Darling Harbour in Sydney.

Nelligen became an important depot for supplies brought down the coast from
Sydney and up the Clyde River by the Illawarra Steam Navigation Company. From
here they were transported mostly to Braidwood and the neighbouring goldfields.
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By 1860 fine hundred horses and nearly as many bullocks were carrying the trade
between Nelligen and Braidwood. By that time the village boasted four public
houses, two stores, two blacksmiths, a baker and a watch house manned by two
policemen.

Today Nelligen is a quiet little backwater, but still fulfilling the role of a rest stop for
the traveller as it has done since the "road" via the Clyde Mountain was opened in
1856.

The Nelligen Post Office opened on 1% January 1859 (with S. Richardson as
postmaster). Money Order facilities commenced on 1% February 1868. Government
Savings Bank facilities commenced on 12 July 1875. Telegraph facilities
commenced on 22™ November 1878. Nelligen became a combined Post & Telegraph
Office on 10th October 1879 (W.J. Mulligan as postmaster). It reverted to a Semi-
Official Post & Telegraph Office on 16" July 1908 (Ada Thomas as postmistress). It
was further downgraded to a Non-Official Post Office on 11" November 1912
(Annie Harkus as postmistress). A manual Telephone Exchange was installed on 26
February 1915. This closed temporarily on 31 December 1915, but reopened on 23
November 1916. It finally closed on 7" February 1976 (Subs to Batemans Bay). The
Post Office closed on 31 March 1982.

Over the years, Nelligen had 19 postmasters (and postmistresses).

In 1892, a typical year, mail for Nelligen closed at the G.P.O. Sydney at 7pm on
Tuesdays & Thursdays, for transit on the combined Southern and Cooma overnight
train. Mail went by coach from Bungendore to Braidwood, and on another coach that
performed the 3 days a week mail contract from Braidwood down the mountain to
Nelligen. Every 2™ Thursday mail was carried aboard Sydney to Batemans Bay and
Nelligen on one of the steamships of the Illawarra Steam Navigation Company. The
Nelligen wharf was opposite the Post Office.
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The SS Moruya of 525 tons, was one of several mail-carrying ships that operated
fromSydney on the Clyde River run to Nelligen for the Illlawarra Steam Navigation
Company. The Moruya worked on this run from 1907 to 1912. Her main cargo was
timber.
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The Nelligen Post Office was built in 1900. This image shows the post office in 1903.
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Nelligen Post Office in 1910

In the 1940’s, the long-serving Miss Middleton retired as Nelligen’s Postmistress. The
Postmaster who took over who was always drunk, so the Postmaster General’s
Department sacked him and the house and Post Office became vacant. A family called
Coy were given the position. Ray Fitzgerald married Delma Coy, then he resigned, and
the position was vacant.

Mailman on horseback outside of the Nelligen Post Office in 1948

The Postmaster at Batemans Bay, Cliff Cary, rang up and told Alan Collins, who
worked in the public service in Canberra, to apply for the position. His wife Jess Collins
later reported that Alan had no idea of bookkeeping, ledgers or such, but she had learnt
double-entry as part of her schooling. So the Collins thought they would give it a go, not
expecting to hear any more about it. Imagine their surprise when we were told that Alan
had been appointed Postmaster of Nelligen (with a lovely residence as well).

23| Page



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 28 FEBRUARY 2023

Alan Collins was appointed Postmaster in 1950/51. For several years Alan remained
Postmaster, but after several inspections from Canberra, which were always unexpected,
the PMG decided to appoint his wife, Jess Collins, as Postmistress.

Nelligen Punt

Jess Collins related that it was a Money Order post office. “Those days we dealt with
money orders, old age and war pensions, telegrams and almost continuous telephone
operations. We were closed from Saturday at noon till Monday morning, but never
refused anyone who knocked on the side door seeking mail or urgent phone calls. We
were a very close-knit community.”

In 1971, the Collins bought the premises.

Later, owing to Alan Collins’ illness, they left the Post Office in the care of Judith
Donoghue in 1979, and moved to Canberra. Alan's illness worsened and in 1980 they
sold the Post Office.

The Collins’ sold the Post Office in December 1980 to Phil and Shirley Eldridge for
$40,000, with Mr & Mrs Donoghue as rental tenants.

At that stage, Judy Donoghue was not only a rental tenant but she also ran the Post
Office while Shirley Eldridge, back in Canberra, trained with Australia Post so that she
could become the new postmistress.

Shirley Eldridge had only just completed her final year of nursing at Woden Valley
Hospital in the A.C.T. following a transfer from Lower Hutt in New Zealand and, apart
from Post Office training, she was also two months pregnant with their twin daughters
Kate and Emily.
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Jess & Alan Collins on the verandah in 1963

Nelligen Post Olffice on 12th Dec 1964, the day the bridge was opened and the ferry
was no longer needed

The Eldridge’s stayed on in Canberra until the girls were born before they moved down
to Nelligen after the Donoghues had vacated the premises on 21 July 1981.
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Times were difficult and challenging, having suddenly stopped a regular income, raising
two five-and-a-half-week old twin daughters, taking on the postal duties, and meeting
virtually the entire town who used to come and collect their mail in those days.

The Eldridge’s became involved in the history of Nelligen and started by building a new
building between the Post Office and Mechanics Hall, built to look old. This building
was to become like a gallery of historic photographs. They named it the 'Past & Post
Gallery' for tourists to view. The idea was to grow a business and Devonshire tea/coffee
shop as well as establish a small architectural drafting service.

The Eldridge’s noted that part from the normal red tape that one expects through
Council, they had other very important issues to contend with in trying to get this
business off the ground.

The rent Australia Post paid them for the actual Post Office front room and the wages
paid to Shirley Eldridge, were all based on the amount of use or business the locals
gave to the post office. With the advent of easier access to Batemans Bay, via the
new bridge and not the ferry anymore, people tended to take more and more of their
business to Batemans Bay. This continued to reduce both their rental income and
wages until it reached a point where it was no longer viable for Australia Post or us to
remain open, hence the introduction of the home delivery mail service.

Anyway, Phil Eldridge battled on with his wife having returned to nursing in the
A.C.T., while raising the two girls on his own, still ran the post office. It had it had
not closed completely at that stage, as well as his work as an architectural draftsman,
and still trying to develop the gallery next door.

After some time had passed, the Eldridge’s realised they were not going to have the
resources necessary to put all of their business dreams into practice, o they made the
decision to sell. They eventually sold the Post Office and moved to Lower Hutt,
New Zealand, in April 1983.

The post office ceased to operate in March 1982 and the Eldridge’s sold it sometime
after that in a private sale to Douglas & Joan McCarron from Orange for $70,000.

Marion van de Pol bought it in 1990, restored it, turned it into a Bed & Breakfast,
and added the Camp Oven Café, leased by Renate, a local German woman. It was
leased out to various managers, including a Russell and Barbara Coburn who passed
it on to Seamus O'Kane and Beverly Roy in 1993. In 1996 the new managers Lillian
and Bill Hardie celebrated the post office's 96th year with a Guest House Open day.

26 |



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 28 FEBRUARY 2023

> . ‘) o
- m-nq*.“"huh.d " T

On 21 & 22" December 2019 about half of Nelligen’s houses were destroyed in a
catastrophic bushfire. Residents sought refuge in the Nelligen Hotel. Your editor’s
cousin, the late Philip Dolstra’s house was burnt to the ground, but the former post

office building remained.

The sad remains of the Nelligen wharf were mails and cargo were loaded and unloaded
form the ships of the Illawarra Steam Navigation Company
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BIG DOLLARS FROM ZIMBABWE

Your editor was amused by this left-field, “big dollars” banknote from
Zimbabwe. It was illustrated in February 2023 catalogue from M.R. Roberts’
Wynyard Coin Cenre. Zimbabwe was the “home” of modern hyperinflation.

' ZIMBABWE 2008
100 TRILLION DOLLARS

T
-100000000000000 m?vs BANK
R £

OF ZIMBABWE 00000000000

&

P.91,CFU $S275.00 EACH
OR CONSECUTIVE PAIR $550.00

ALSO AVAILABLE:

e

b s e -
ZIMBABWE 2019 $2 ZIMBABWE 2019 $5

cFuU $6.00 cFu $10.00
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The Zimbabwean dollar (sign: $, or Z$ to distinguish it from other dollar-
denominated currencies) was the name of four official currencies

of Zimbabwe from 1980 to 12 April 2009. During this time, it was subject to
periods of extreme inflation, followed by a period of hyperinflation.
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The Zimbabwean dollar was introduced in 1980 to directly replace

the Rhodesian dollar (which had been introduced in 1970) at par (1:1), at a
similar value to the US dollar. In the 20th century the dollar functioned as a
normal currency, but in the early 21st century hyperinflation in

Zimbabwe reduced the Zimbabwean dollar to one of the lowest valued
currency units in the world. It was redenominated three times (in 2006, 2008
and 2009), with denominations up to a $100 trillion banknote issued. The
final redenomination produced the "fourth dollar" (ZWL), which was worth
102> ZWD (first dollars).

Due to frequent cash shortages and the apparently worthless Zimbabwean
dollar, foreign currency was effectively legalised as a de facto currency on 13
September 2008 via a special program. This program officially allowed a
number of retailers to accept foreign money. This reflected the reality of

the “dollarisation” of the economy, with many shop keepers refusing to
accept Zimbabwe dollars and requesting US dollars or South African rand
instead. Despite redenomination, the RBZ was forced to print banknotes of
ever higher values to keep up with surging inflation, with ten zeros
reappearing by the end of 2008. While worthless at the time, these 100 trillion
dollar notes subsequently became popular with collectors.

Use of the Zimbabwean dollar as an official currency was effectively
abandoned on 12 April 2009. It was demonetised in 2015.

In place of the Zimbabwean dollar, a basket of currencies including

the South African rand, Botswana pula, pound sterling, Indian

rupee, euro, Japanese yen, Australian dollar, Chinese yuan, and the United
States dollar were used.

On 24 June 2019, the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe abolished the multiple-
currency system and replaced it with a new Zimbabwe dollar (the RTGS
Dollar), which was the only official currency in the country between June
2019 and March 2020, after which multiple foreign currencies were allowed
again.

Shortly after the Zimbabwean dollar was discontinued, they were purchased
as curiosities, or in quantity as novelty gifts, for example to financial advisers'
clients to show why they should invest in diverse assets instead of cash,
which loses its value over the long term. Later they were purchased as an
investment, to sell to collectors, for a very much better rate of return than
most investments.

Thanks to Wikipedia

29 |


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhodesian_dollar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Par_value
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyperinflation_in_Zimbabwe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyperinflation_in_Zimbabwe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redenomination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zimbabwean_dollar#cite_note-BBC-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_facto_currency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dollarisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legal_tender#Demonetization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_African_rand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botswana_pula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pound_sterling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_rupee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_rupee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_yen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_dollar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renminbi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_dollar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_dollar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RTGS_Dollar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RTGS_Dollar

