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We need you to come to our

ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB Inc.

COIN & STAMP EXPO 2024

SATURDAY - 23" March, 2024

9am to 4pm

SUNDAY - 24 March, 2024

9am to 2pm

at the Orange High School
Woodward Street, Orange

Interstate & NSW dealers offering a range of Australian
& World stamps, coins and accessories. Displays. Kid’s table.
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THE NEXT ORANGE COIN &
STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON
THIS TUESDAY 27" FEBRUARY
2024 at 7.30.

Our current monthly meeting is at the
Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30 on this
Tuesday 27" February 2024

Our next monthly coin & stamp mini-
fair is in the Orange Cultural Centre is
not until Saturday 2"¢ March from 9 to
about 12.30pm.

Our meetings and the monthly fair are
held in the Orange Cultural Centre
building Sale St, Orange. It’s the
building that used to be a school. It’s on
the right hand side as you enter the
Woolworths Car Park. The building is
sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but
entrance is from the mini-park on the
Sale St frontage.

THE FEBRUARY 27" MEETING
TALK WILL BE BY DR ADRIAN
ZAMBO ON THE 3d BLUE
KOOKABURRA STAMP FOR THE
AUSTRALIAN PHILATELIC
EXHIBITION, MELBOURNE, 1928
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2023-2024 MEMBERSHIP
COULD BE OVERDUE ITIS
NOW $10

DATES SET FOR OUR 2024
ORANGE COIN & STAMP
EXPO - SATURDAY 23"
MARCH & SUNDAY 24t
MARCH

Howard Lyons announced the dates for our
Club’s 2024 Coin & Stamp Expo at the January
meeting. It’s on the weekend of 23 and 24™
March, just before Easter.

Members need to start preparing their
competitive displays for

e The Andy Auld Perpetual Shield for
the “most popular display,

e The MR Roberts Perpetual Shield for
the best numismatic display, and the
new

e “Col & Eileen Davidson™ Shield for
philately.

There are plenty of numismatic dealers
coming, but again, it’s hard to find non-Club
stamp dealers. So many have recently retired.
Phil and Win Morehouse are coming though.
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From Philas Update #5
of 7th February 2024

Bruce Chadderton writes:-

The executive recognises that the two areas of the
most interest are probably our building at
Silverwater and the Philas auctions. This update
will cover off those two issues and include
snippets from various leaders within Philas,
talking about what is going on in their areas of
responsibility. | hope this update helps explain
what is going on and demonstrates that the ExCo
are trying to get back to a service as usual state
whilst sorting out some pretty significant issues.

Building; Firstly, some basic Philas activities are
taking place on the premises with the approval of
the Council’s planning team, although with the
site being as under- developed as it is we are
keeping these to a minimum, principally ExCo
meetings, and auction preparation. The first
Sydney Stamp & Coin Expo 2025 exhibition
committee meeting was also held there on
January 27. In terms of its future use, we are
progressing positively towards getting a DA to
develop the Silverwater property as was originally
planned.

A traffic study was conducted, which was the
final parcel of data that the Parramatta Council’s
planning team were looking for from us and we
will be submitting the DA application soon.
However, it is acknowledged that several issues
need to be resolved before any commitment is
made to act on a DA approval. The plan is to
evaluate the development and ongoing use of the
Egerton Street facility against alternatives before
committing in any direction. Factors to be
considered include whether the DA puts any
restrictions on our planned activities, the financial
sustainability of Philas - considering the costs of
operating the building, accessibility (given there is
limited public transport access) and general
fitness for purpose. We are aiming to be able to
present this at the SGM in April and explain the
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logic of any recommendation we make to
members then. - Bruce Chadderton

Auctions Only four of the old guard of 25-plus
people from Brishane Street have been able to
assist at Silverwater. Four newcomers recently
have joined us, and the effort of three blokes
from Wyong this week to engage in a seven-
hour return rail/bus trip to assist was greatly
appreciated. Our focus is to break down
consignments received since the move to
Silverwater into lots for listing in the catalogue.
The auction is the main earner for Philas, but it
Is a very labour-intensive initiative, as is
outlined below. Can we ask that clubs identify
three or four willing bodies who will make
themselves available to support the auction
work and get in touch with Michael Nibbs to
arrange a date or dates when they are available.
Tasks and timeframes as below:

February - the maintenance of records and
preparation of advice to vendors.

March - printing and mailing of the auction
catalogue. Closer to the auction date we will
need people to collate absentee bids. April -
Auction Day - record room bids, create
invoices, receive payment from successful
bidders and provide material to successful
bidders. Note: it is possible that the auction will
be conducted offsite, requiring successful
bidders to travel to Silverwater to collect
material, and requiring us to man two venues. Post-
auction - prepare lots for mailing and take them to the
neatby post office or to a mail centre. This needs a lot
of people to be available for at least a fortnight after
the auction. To minimise the impact on staffing, lots
that compirise three or more boxes ate identified in the
catalogue as requiring collection from our office. If we
are not assured of having enough people on hand
during each of the stages desctibed below, either the
auction will be delayed beyond the projected late-April
date, the delivery of material to successful bidders
might be delayed a few months, or the auction (and

future auctions) might have to be cancelled. - Mike

Nibbs

Website The Philas website is operational
although still being worked on to improve its
visibility and functionality. This site is the main
home for everything Philas, including what’s
going on in the clubs.
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If you have news on your events or need to
update club details or your calendar, please direct
this information to: webmaster@philas.org.au -
BiLLg Lau

Sydney 2025 Exhibition Philas in conjunction
with APF and APTA is hosting an exhibition in
Sydney in March/April 2025. The first
committee for arranging this event took place
on January 27 chaired by Geoff Lewis. It was a
well-supported meeting with several new
contributors involved. The committee decided
that the exhibition be called the Sydney Stamp
& Coin Expo 2025, with the theme recognising
the 175th anniversary of the Sydney View
stamps, the first stamps of NSW issued in 1850.
Currently the committee is identifying the most
suitable venue available during the proposed
March/April timeframe. They are also in need
of a secretary so if someone has the inclination
to take on this role for the next 14- 16 months,
please get in touch with Geoff Lewis.

Philas Special General Meeting - April 6,
2024 Nominations for Board positions signed
by your club secretary need to be with Philas by
February 28, 2024. The draft Constitution
(dated January 4, 2024) has been circulated and
we would welcome any feedback on it before it
is raised at the Special General Meeting (SGM).
There are three important items on the agenda
for the SGM:

» approve incorporation under Corporations
Act (C’wth);

» adopt new constitution; and
» clect seven-member Board of Directors.
Nominations for Board positions are to be
submitted by February 28. Candidacy to be
advised to Clubs by March 1. Identity of club
delegates and/or proxies to be advised by April
4th

OUR ORANGE SPRING FAIR 2023
DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP
SUPPORTING THEM AT OUR 2024
EXPO
e Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000
4

Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710
Www.wynyardcoins.com.au

e A Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from
Canberra) — PO Box 53, MITCHELL,
A.C.T. 2911, ph. (02) 6255 4044)
Buying and Selling

e Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard
Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800;
Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02)
6362 2368, E-mail:
howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying
and Selling — Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

¢ Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown.
NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email —
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-
wide stamps bought and sold

e Pacific Rim Coins (Chris Beusnell)
Level 3/ 1 Central Avenue, Lane Cove
Ph 9418 6493. Website:
www.pacificrimcoins.com.au

ORANGE CREDIT UNION HAS
ADVISED THAT CHEQUE
SERVICES WILL BE
DISCONTINUED FROM 31** MARCH
2024

The Orange Credit Union has advised that
cheque services wil be withdrawn from 31%
March 2024. This includes issuing of cheques
and deposits from people or organisations into
our OCU accounts.

We have now applied for a debit card to pay for
our invoices.

Payments for Club membership (now $10) have
always been accepted in cash at our meetings
and fairs. Your $10 can be deposited into our
account at the Orange credit Union in Summer
Street — but leave your name as a reference. They
wil tell you our account number. . But no more
cheques.
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DATES FOR 2023 & 2024

Orange Coin & Stamp Club February 2024
monthly meeting. 7.30pm 27" February
2024 at the Orange Cultural Centre

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 9-
12ish Saturday 2" March 2024 at the Orange
Cultural Centre

Campbelltown Club meeting, 13" March
2024 Laurence Vuilong. The Society meets at
St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 43 Acacia
Avenue, Ruse 2560

The Society meets on the 2nd Wednesday of
each month from 7.00 pm to 10:00 pm.

Bundaberg Philatelic Society’s Annual
Stamp Fair, Sunday 10" March 2024, 8.30-
3, at the Bundaberg & District Family Centre,
Kensington Road, Bundaberg QId 4670.
Visiting dealers & displays

Ballarat Begonia Festival Coin & Stamp
Fair, Monday 11" March 2024, 9.30-3.30 at
Ballarat Specialist School Farm campus, 800
Norman St, Invermay Park, Victoria 3350

Maryborough (Vic) Club’s Stamp Auction,
Tuesday 19™ March 2024. Viewing from
5.30, Auction 7pm, Mill House, 88-90 Bourke
St, Maryborough, Vic. Contact Grey 5460
5008.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s 2-day
2024 Coin & Stamp Expo, 23" and
24™ March 2024, at the Orange High
School Hall, Woodward St Orange.

Gladstone & District Philatelic Society
Stamp Fair 23 & 24 March 2024, Yaralla
Sports Club, Cnr O’Connell & Bell Streets,
Gladstone QId

Orange Coin & Stamp Club March 2024
monthly meeting. 7.30pm 26™ March 2024 at
the Orange Cultural Centre
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Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 9-
12ish Saturday 6™ April 2024 at the Orange
Cultural Centre

Campbelltown Club meeting, 10" April 2024.
Alan Mayhew talks on Flags. The Society
meets at St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 43
Acacia Avenue, Ruse 2560

The Society meets on the 2nd Wednesday of
each month from 7.00 pm to 10:00 pm.

Campbelltown Club meeting, 8" May 2024.
Ed Wolf: Qantas International competitors
during Hudson Fysh’s chairmanship.

The Society meets at St. Thomas More Catholic
Church, 43 Acacia Avenue, Ruse 2560. 7-10pm

Orange Coin & Stamp Club March 2024
monthly meeting. 7.30pm 30™ April 2024 at
the Orange Cultural Centre

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 9-
12ish Saturday 4™ May 2024 at the Orange
Cultural Centre

Campbelltown Club meeting, 8" May 2024.
Ed Wolf: Qantas International competitors
during Hudson Fysh’s chairmanship.

The Society meets at St. Thomas More
Catholic Church, 43 Acacia Avenue, Ruse
2560. 7-10pm

Wagga Club’s 2-day Stamp & Coin Show,
18" & 19™ May 2024, Sturt Public School.
White Avenue, Kooringal

Orange Coin & Stamp Club March 2024
monthly meeting. 7.30pm 28" May 2024 at
the Orange Cultural Centre

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 9-
12ish Saturday 1* June 2024 at the Orange
Cultural Centre

Onia

Rockhampton Stamp Club’s Stamp Fair
2024. Saturday 8" June 2024 at the
Frenchville Sports Club

Canberra Stampshow (NATSTAMP 2024)
Half-National. 12-15 September 2024. Full
National including
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Australasian Postcard Challenge;
Universal Postal Union (UPU) 150th
Anniversary Challenge

Toowoomba National 1-frame Stampshow
is planned for 11-13 October 2024.

Wagga Club’s 2-day Stamp & Coin Show,
23" & 24™ November 2024, Sturt Public
School. White Avenue, Kooringal

Sydney Stamp Show planned for April/May
2025

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER
AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE
CLUB

Items for this newsletter are always required. You
do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.
They need to be posted to the Editor, who is also
the secretary at the Club’s postal address: -PO
Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or better still e-mailed
in Word format (pictures as jpg files) to: -
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au

Phone 02 63 614 872

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO CASH!
GET SOME PAGES READY FOR THE
CLUPB’S EXCHANGE BOOK

Colin needs coin and stamp pages for the next

stamp circuit book and the next coin/note circuit
books

Colin can be contacted direct at Email:
ptilinopusl@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634
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PHILAS HAS ADVISED OF NEW
ADDRESSES

Liz Bush has advised on 20" February that
Philas has established a new email address,
webmaster@philas.org.au, for NSW clubs to
send website and social media updates too.

Mike McHugh, Philas VP e-mailed on 19"
February to ask that I tell our club members that
general communications with Philas are best
directed to:

Email: office@philas.org.au

Mail: Philas, PO Box 6046, Silverwater NSW
2128.


mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
mailto:webmaster@philas.org.au
mailto:office@philas.org.au

ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 27™ FEBRUARY 2024

M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000

Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au

MORE ON THE ORANGE COMMUNITY HUB STAMP ISSUE OF 30%
OCTOBER 2023

COMMUNITY HUB COMMUNITY HUB COMMUNITY HUB
‘ — O

AUSTRALIA POST AUSTRALIA POST | AUSTRALIA POST J

Ta] ixniinlaYals

$1.20

1A POST " AUSTRALIA POST | AUSTRALIA POST
AEJOSII&cPEITV H%B COMMUNITY HUB COMMUNITY HUB

i | | |I g S W

l
0L

ORANGE POST OFFICE
NSW 2800

$1.20

On 22" February 2024, the manager of the Orange Community Hub (post office)
was able to present your editor with a mini-sheet of 5 self-adhesive Orange
Community Hub stamps printed in gold ink. It was received with thanks. These
sheet was not available to the general public, but was prepared to be given to the
Australia Post officials and the politicians who attended on the 30" October 2023
re-opening day.
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CAMPBELLTOWN CLUB’S NEWS

The Society meets at St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 43 Acacia Avenue, Ruse 2560
The Society meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month from 7.00 pm to 10:00 pm.

CAMPBELLTOWN CLUB’S FEMALE MEMBERS’ DISPLAYS 10™"
JANUARY 2024

Female club members: stamp display on any theme or any other interests, hobbies &
collections

Anne Arthur: Christmas Collection.-

SR | ) el
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Carmel Thompson: Vegemite Collection
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Aotearoa New Zealand hotearoa New Zealand Aotearoa New Zealand Aotearoa New Zealand
© . : & A
Marine Reserves K by
t:_;

NZ Post’s 2024 Marine Reserves stamp issue

Each of the four stamps focuses on a marine animal and the marine reserve in which it was
photographed. They show denominations.

9|Page
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KiwiStamps
Do Coemew - Py >

&1 4 5 o>
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Your editor was mucking around with a big bag of stamp “soakers” when he came
across these un-denominated, self-adhesive, stamp-like ‘things’ labelled KiwiStamp.
He passed them around at the January 2024 meeting

A search had earlier established that they are ‘real’ stamps produced by NZ Post.
NZ Post, who sells them says that a KiwiStamp will always be worth the required
postage to send a medium letter on the day it is mailed (currently $2.00).
KiwiStamps purchased now can continue to be used even if the required postage
changes.

The KiwiStamp can also be used on large and oversize letters when sending by
Standard Mail, self-wrapped items sent using the Economy service within New
Zealand and most international items. An oversize letter in New Zealand cost
NZ$3.30. You may need to use a combination of KiwiStamps and denominated
stamps to make up the required postage. In this case you would have needed 1
KiwiStamp and a $1.30 in denominated stamps.

A large C5 letter to Australia costs NZ$4.60. It would need 2 Kiwi Stamps (2 x $2 =
$4.00 plus a denominated 60cNZ stamp. A medium-size letter to Australia (130mm x
235mm x 5mm) costs NZ$4.00 or 2 x Kiwi stamps.

They are sold at NZ Post offices usually in booklets of 10. You can also buy booklets
of 50. They were introduced in September 2009. They were the first New Zealand
stamps to be issued without face values.

Bruce, who is a serious collector of New Zealand stamps, at the meeting dismissed
them pretty much as “rubbish”, but your editor takes the view that they are very
interesting facet of modern philately — and may possibly be the harbinger of what is
on the cards for Australia Post over the next few years
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National Collectors Mint — who buys this
stuff?

This article has been adapted from the September 2023 Queensland Numismatic
Society Magazine in the interests of collectors.

National Collector’s Mint website states that they are a nationally recognized coin and
collectibles company located in Purchase, N.Y. in the U.S. Founded in 1994, the company,
they say, has grown from a small two-person operation to a company of more than 50 people.
Former U.S. Congressman Barry Goldwater, Jr. and Angela Marie (Bay) Buchanan, the 37th
Treasurer of the United States, co-chair our Board of Advisors and serve as spokespeople for
our company.

Despite the name, they are not a “mint”. They don’t have their own coin presses, but they
outsource production to China. They produce “mass-market “coins”. Because they do not
have agreements with the United States government, nor the U.S. Mint, they are not allowed
to produce “coins” that are legal tender in the United States.

They are responsible for quite a few U.S.-themed coins issued in the name of small Pacific
Island countries, as well as Liberia and Somalia. Sometimes their products aren’t even
pretending to be real coins.

Steven Appleton of the Queensland Numismatic Society said he recently saw a discussion of
the internet about one of their products; - a “1936 U.S. Government Proof Set Tribute”.
That’s on quotes because those are the actual words on the case of the “proof” set.

|Page
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“Tribute” is the national Collectors Mint code-word for “’replica”. Close examination of
these “coins” shows the word “COPY” on the reverse. That’s in compliance with the US anti-
counterfeiting laws. The coins are silver-plated copper, not .900 fine silver as the original
genuine coins were.

The National Collectors Mint does not over-emphasise that the coins are not genuine in their
advertising. On e-Bay many sellers are not noticing (or choosing to ignore) the ‘COPY’ on
the coins.

Genuine 1936 U.S. proof coins exist, but they would cost thousands of dollars. Sadly people
are paying hundreds of dollars for these worthless “tributes”. Caveat Emptor

Here’s an American Rare Gold Coin Tribute set too, in 24karatt gold-clad bronze, described
as “a must-have for any serious coin collector” - one of the many different “proof sets” they
produced.

The also sell these Mount Trumpmore $2 banknotes for US&14.95:-

Their 9/11 Freedom Tower Dollars they produced caused quite a stink. The company's
repeated attempts to profit from the 9/11 attacks led U.S. Senator Charles Schumer to refer to
the company as a "despicable scam.” The company was penalized for fraud in 2004, when
State Supreme Court Justice Thomas J. McNamara fined the National Collector's Mint for
engaging in false advertising and deceptive business practices when issuing their Freedom
Tower Silver Dollar coins.
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Wikipedia reported that sales of the Freedom Tower Silver Dollar coins were halted by

a court order in October 2004 at the request of then New York Attorney General Eliot
Spitzer. The company received approval from the officials of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands to produce legal tender coinage on their behalf, but Spitzer noted
the Commonwealth is not authorized to issue its own currency. It was also indicated that the
exact amount of silver contained in the commemorative was not clear to customers. A judge
ruled in 2004 the company was guilty of fraud, false advertising and deceptive business.
Subsequent ads for the new Freedom Tower coins indicated the actual silver weight (45 mg,
or 0.00145 troy oz.) rather than the thickness of silver in mills used.

Senator Charles Schumer and Representative Jerrold Nadler said the claim the silver was
recovered from the vaults beneath the World Trade Centre ruins cannot be substantiated and
called on the Federal Trade Commission to stop National Collector's Mint from selling the
Sept. 11 coins, which are seen as taking sales away from an official Sept. 11 medal that
benefits the National September 11 Memorial & Museum being built at the World Trade
Centre site.

In 2013, the company settled out of court and agreed to pay a $750,000 fine to the FTC for
misrepresenting the authenticity of their 9/11 products.

DAVID BURNS - THE SUEZ CANAL
COMPANY STAMP FORGERIES

The guest speaker at the 30" January 2024 Club meeting was David Burns who gave a talk
on the Suez Canal stamp forgeries.

David explained where the Suez Canal was. It ran from the Mediterranean Sea at Post Said
to the Red Sea at Suez. It is 193km long from north to south.

In fact there was an earlier Suez Canal in the 7" Century BC, the “canal of the Pharaohs” or
“Necho’s Canal. It ran until being | being closed in 767 AD for strategic reasons during a
rebellion. It followed a different course from its modern counterpart, by linking the Nile to
the Red Sea via the Wadi Tumilat. . The canal was probably first cut or at least begun

by Necho II (1. 610-595 BC), in the late 7th century BC, and it was either re-dug or possibly
completed by Darius the Great (550—486 BC).
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The ancient “Pharaoh’s Canal ran from the Nile to Bitter Lake

This ancient canal stopped at Bitter Lake. Rocks were put in so that salty water didn’t enter
the Nile River.

In 1832 Ferdinand de Lesseps (18051894), a career French diplomat, had been appointed
French consul-general at Alexandria in Egypt, While the vessel, in which Lesseps sailed to
Egypt, was in quarantine at Alexandrian , M. Mimaut, the out-going consul-general of France
at Alexandria, sent him several books, among which was the memoir written upon the
previously filled and abandoned Ancient Suez Canal, according to Napoleon Bonaparte's
instructions, by the civil engineer Jacques-Marie Le Péere, one of the scientific members of]
the French expedition. Napoleon had re-discovered the ancient canal.

Fortunately for de Lesseps, Muhammad Ali, the viceroy of Egypt, owed his position in part to
the recommendations made on his behalf to the French government by Lesseps himself, who
was consul-general in Egypt when Ali was a colonel. Because of this, Lesseps received a
warm welcome from the viceroy and became good friends with his son, Said Pasha.
Politically, the British were allied with the Ottoman government in Istanbul (doing so in order
to prevent the Russians from gaining access to the Mediterranean) and had also assisted in
repelling Ali's attempt to capture Istanbul in 1833. The French were able to manoeuvre in
Egypt under Ali's graces by playing off the British intervention against Ali in Istanbul.

In 1853 de Lesseps then retired from the diplomatic service, and never again occupied any
public office. In 1853, he lost his wife and his son Ferdinand Victor at a few days' interval. In
1854, the accession to the viceroyalty of Egypt of Said Pasha gave Lesseps a new impulse to
act upon the creation of a Suez Canal

Lesseps had corresponded at least once with the Société d'Etudes du Canal de Suez during the
reign of Abbas I in Egypt, but Abbas had closed off most of Egypt to foreign influence. Upon
Abbas' assassination in 1854, Lesseps made inquiries with a former, if short-term,
acquaintance and successor in Egypt, Said Pasha. On 7 November 1854 he landed at
Alexandria; on the 30th of the same month Said Pasha signed the concession authorizing him
to build the Suez Canal.

The first scheme, initiated by de Lesseps, was immediately drawn out by two French
engineers who were in the Egyptian service. . This project differed from others that were
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previously presented or that were in opposition to it, provided for a direct link between the
Mediterranean and the Red Sea. Encouraged by the engineers' approval, Lesseps no longer
allowed anything to stop him. He listened to no adverse criticism and receded before no
obstacle.

The Compagnie Universelle du canal maritime de Suez was organized at the end of 1858. On
25 April 1859, the first blow of the pickaxe was given by de Lesseps at Port Said. The
company had built 6 or 7 work camps along the canal’s route.

The canal excavation took some 10 years, with forced labour being employed until 1864 to
dig out the canal. Some sources estimate that over 30,000 people were working on the canal
at any given period, that more than 1.5 million people from various countries were
employed, and that tens of thousands of labourers died, many of them from cholera and
similar epidemics.

In 1859 the Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suez set up its own postal system
to convey administrative mail between its work sites and its offices in Alexandria, Port Said,
Ismailia and Suez. Later, in 1860, it formed an agreement with the Posta Europea for the
conveyance of its mail to the nearest Posta Europea office: Damietta, Suez or Zagazig.

This arrangement ran until 1865, when the Posta Europea was taken over by the Egyptian
Government, after which the company resumed operation of its own postal system. Carriage
of the mail was free for personal and business mail of company employees and other
residents of the Canal area. In November 1867, to cover the cost of this service, it was
decided to introduce a charge for the carriage of private mail, to take effect from July 1, 1868.

As a result the company headquarters in Paris placed an order for postage stamps in
denominations of 1, 5, 20 and 40 centimes with the Paris firm of Chézaud Ainé et Tavernier.
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Great stamps — but all fakes

The stamps were sent Egypt in June 1868, but did not arrive in Ismailia until early July,
perhaps the 8th or 9th, just over a week too late for the introduction of the postage fees. The
company had ordered its own date-stamps, but these were also late so the stamps were
cancelled either by pen or by several types of obliterators held at Port Said by the French Post
Office. At Port Said these include the "grand chiffre" lozenge of dots with the number "5129"
and the double-ringed "PORT-SAID" date-stamp; at Ismailia by a rectangle of 48 dots in
blue; and at Suez by a 25mm circle of large lozenges also in blue.

Members of the public objected, however, to this "extra tax" going to the company, and the
Egyptian postal authorities were concerned about the infringement of the state postal
monopoly and their own loss of revenue. They objected to the use of the stamps and quickly
tried to close down the service, which resulted in Giacomo Muzzi, the Postmaster General,
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agreeing to take control on August 16, 1868.

Most of the company's post office facilities and postal equipment were transferred to the
Egyptian Government, which immediately opened Egyptian civil post offices on the sites of
the former company offices. As a result the Canal Company stamps were in use for a short
period of less than 40 days, making genuinely used examples extremely rare with only a few
known covers.

The postmarks are ‘genuine, but they arrived after the stamps were withdrawn. They
sometimes feature on faked stamps

On taking over the canal service the Egyptian postal authorities used Egyptian stamps and
introduced their own date-stamps. In some cases, where there had been no Egyptian office,
some time elapsed before these were supplied and Egyptian stamps were cancelled by the
company date-stamps, which had by then arrived.

This issue of stamps has been extensively forged or produced as "space filler facsimiles" and
it 1s likely that there are more of these in the market place then genuine ones. Almost all of
the stamps offered on the philatelic market are forged. Forged postmarks on forged and
genuine stamps are known and used stamps are extremely rare, with a catalogue value several
times that of unused: any such items should be viewed with extreme scepticism. In 1907, at
an auction in Paris, an Armenian dealer purchased the lithographic stone for the 40c value.
Reprint forgeries from this genuine stone of the 40c stamp, which had been taken from the
company archives, and new values inserted to fake other denominations.

Much has been published on how to detect these forgeries, including a book by David Burns.
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There are lots of variation in the forgeries, by such things as how many passengers are there
on the ship. The originals were unperforated, while many of the forgeries are. In some
forgeries, the clouds heavy, composed chiefly of dotted lines. Between the stern and the
funnel is a dot representing a passenger. The smoke goes through the mast at some distance
from its top. In modern forgeries often the paper is “aged”. Although the original paper was
watermarked, the watermarks were so widely spread that seeing it is a “miracle”.

~

/ // & = //{‘?’ ser

(r//’//’/

One of the few genuine covers. Most covers are in museums and are hugely expensive. Even
the better forgeries are highly valuable.

Interestingly, the Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suez was only wound up in
1997.

It’s postmarked — but a forgery. The postmarkers arrived after the stamps were withdrawn!
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TWO QUEENSLAND POSTMARKS

GLASSFORD CREEK, Queensland

GLASSFORD GREEK TYPE 2b, “597” BARRED NUMERAL
OBLITERATOR

Glassford Creek Post Office opened in 1900 but was reduced to a Receiving Office in October
1904. Again uprated to a Post Office in April 1906 but reduced to a Receiving Office in September
1911. Manning (2011) gave the “578” obliterator an ‘RR’ rarity rating.

An impression of the Type 2b (7mm) "597" barred numeral obliterator of Glassford Creek,
above, cancels a horizontal pair of 1d vermilion Queen Victoria '4-corners’ (Crown over 'Q'
watermark, perf 1272 x 13) stamps of 1897.

The Glassford Creek Post Office opened in 1900 but was reduced to a Receiving Office about
October 1904. Again uprated to a Post Office about April 1906 but reduced to a Receiving Office in
September 1911. It closed in mid-1914. The postmasters & Receiving Office Keepers were mostly
storekeepers.

The Glassford Creek copper lode was discovered in 1893. Initially it was mined for silver then in
1896 for gold and subsequently for copper. The two most important lodes on the Glassford field
were the Blue Bag Mine in the north and the Lady Inez Mine in the south. Practically all production

on the field came from these two lodes with the Blue Bag Mine the major producer.

In 1897, a ten-head battery was erected at Glassford Creek. This led to a total of 560 long tons
(570 t) of ore being mined for a return of 166 ounces (4,700 g) of gold. When copper

sulphides soured, the amalgamating tables crushing was discontinued and prospecting reverted to
copper. An 1897 plan suggests that the gold battery was located within the vicinity of the later
copper smelters.
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Remains of the reverberatory furnace
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The chimney of the furnace remains - and is now Heritage protected

In 1900, the Boompa Copper Company made plans to erect reverberatory smelters. When the
reverberatory furnaces were completed in 1903 it appears that smelting commenced and continued
through to 1908. Water-jacket furnaces were built but do not appear to have been completed until
1906. The mined ore was put through a rock-breaker and over shaker tables where it was
handpicked prior to going to the smelter.

The Boompa Copper Company went into liquidation in 1908, and in 1915 the water-jacket smelter
was dismantled.

In 1916 Hunting and Clark took over the Blue Bag Mine and a new shaft was sunk. From the 227
long tons (231 tonnes) of ore sent for treatment they received a return of 22 long tons (22 t) of’
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copper valued at £2,552, 119 ounces (3,400 g) of gold valued at £480 and 155 ounces (4,400 g) of
silver valued at £19. At the end of 1916 the mine was sold to a southern syndicate for floating.

The available census figures show that the movement of people in and out of the Glassford area
was closely aligned to the success and otherwise of the mines. For example, at the beginning of
1907 Glassford had a population of 346 but by the end of that year numbers immediately prior to
the Boompa Copper Company going into liquidation had declined to 40.

By 1941, all the buildings in the village of Glassford had been removed, the mining plant dismantled
and most of it shipped elsewhere with only the remnants of the water-jacket furnace remaining on site.
The Byellee (near Gladstone) to Many Peaks railway opened on 25" July 1910 to transports copper ore
to Mount Morgan, passengers and mail. A train of copper ore ran daily to Mount Morgan. It was later
extended to Kalpower on 17" August 1926 and later to Monto. A siding was provided with the
Kalpower extension at Golembil, on Glassford Creek, 8km from the mine for loading ore. The railway
closed in 2002 and now forms the Boyne Burnett Inland Rail Trail.

GOODE’S INN, New South Wales, Queensland after 1859

TYPE 2R35 RAYS OBLITERATOR OF GOODE’S INN

Manning (2011) and others have recorded the use of a Type 2R35nrays obliterator at Goode’s Inn.
He gave it an RRRR rarity rating. These ray obliterators were largely distributed in 1857. They
replaced the Type 1 obliterators.

The Goode’s Inn Post Office opened on 3™ January 1852. It changed name to Nanango on 1% July
1859. The post office was transferred to Queensland on 1st December 1859, when it separated
from New South Wales.

An impression of the Type 2R35, New South Wales’s “108” rays obliterator of Goode's Inn,
above, cancels a 2d blue, imperforate Queen Victoria 'diadem’ (Plate 1, "2" watermark)
stamp of January 1856.
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Goode’s Inn

The first commercial establishment at the present site of Nanango township was Goode's Inn,
founded by prospector Jacob Goode in July 1848. The inn served travellers journeying

from Brisbane and Limestone (now known as Ipswich) and became the meeting place for early
residents of Taromeo, Tarong and Nanango stations. The town of Nanango quickly developed
around it. Goode's original rough slab structure met the licensing conditions as his first licence for
the "Burnett Hotel situated at Barambah Creek™ was given at a special licensing meeting on 26
April 1849.

Nanango claims to be the fourth oldest town in Queensland, but such claims depend on how the age
of the town is determined. In some cases, this is by the first settlement (usually for pastoral
purposes in or near the eventual town) or it is might be date of survey for a town plan. Nanango's
claim to be fourth oldest is based on the first establishment of commercial premises (e.g. store or
hotel), which is Goode's Inn in 1848. On this basis, it is the fourth following Ipswich (then called
Limestone), Drayton, and Maryborough. However, Nanango was not surveyed for a town until
1861, and several other towns were surveyed before that.

[Some of this text is from Wikipedia

These formed part of Derek Dolstra’s display at the January 2024 meeting]
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COLIN RICHARDSON - SILVER TRADE DOLLAR COINS

Colin Richardson introduced his talk and display to the 30" January 2024 Club meeting
by saying that trade dollars were silver coins minted as trade coins by various countries
to facilitate trade mainly with countries in East Asia, especially China and Japan. Some
were used in Africa. They all approximated in weight and fineness to the Spanish
American dollar (the 8 reales coin), which had set the standard for a de facto common
currency for trade in the Far East.

Colin Richardson started by passing around the Maria Theresa silver thaler bullion coin
(ilustrated above). It had, he said, been used in world trade continuously since it was first
minted in 1741. It is named after Maria Theresa who ruled Austria, Hungary,

and Bohemia from 1740 to 1780 and is depicted on the coin.

Since the death of Maria Theresa in 1780, the trade coin has always been dated 1780. On
19t September 1857, Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria declared the Maria Theresa
thaler to be an official trade coinage. A little over a year later, on 315t October 1858, it lost
its status as a currency in Austria. This coin has since been used in many places,
especially in the Arab world.

During the Japanese occupation of the Dutch East Indies in World War I, enough people
preferred it to the money issued by the occupying forces that the American Office of
Strategic Services created counterfeit Maria Theresa thalers for use by resistance forces.

The following mints are recorded as having struck Maria Theresa thalers:-
Birmingham, Bombay, Brussels, London, Paris, Rome, and Utrecht, in addition to

the Habsburg mints in Gunzburg, Hall in Tyrol, Karlsburg, Kremnica, Milan, Prague,
and Vienna. Between 1751 and 2000, some 389 million were minted. These various
mints distinguished their issues by slight differences in the design, with some of these
evolving over time.

In 1935 Mussolini gained a 25-year concession over the production of the Maria Theresa
thaler. . The ltalians blocked non-ltalian banks and bullion traders from obtaining the coin
and so France, Belgium, and the UK started producing the coin to support their economic
interests in the Red Sea, Persian Gulf, and East Coast of Africa. In 1961 the 25-year
concession ended and Austria made diplomatic approaches to the relevant governments
requesting they cease production of the coin. The U.K. was the last government to agree
formally to the request in February 1962.
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THE BRITISH TRADE DOLLAR

e

A British Hong Kong multilingual trade dollar of 1934

The United Kingdom also produced silver trade dollars ($1 = 5/-). They were issued to
facilitate British trade in the Orient, the reverse design incorporated the denomination in
Chinese characters and Malay script. Queen Victoria, Edward VIl and George V trade
dollars were produced by the Royal Tower Mint in London, the Bombay Mint and the
Calcutta Mint. They were produced from 1895 to 1935. They were 26.95g and were
of .900 silver.

ETHIOPIAN SILVER COINS OF MENALIK ||
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The Ethiopian emperor Menelik Il also produced a silver 1 Birr coin very similar to the
Maria Theresa thaler, and worth the same, in the period 1887-1889 (1895-1897 in our
calendar).

In 1895, the Abyssinian emperor Menelik 11 (1889-1913) made the attempt to replace the
Maria Theresa thalers by national issues. He introduced a silver coin under the name of "Birr"
(silver). The birr's obverse bore a portrait of Menelik, while the reverse showed the Lion of
Judah, which had been the crest of the Abyssinian kings ever since. The birr remained the
currency of Ethiopia until this day. It could not replace the Maria Theresa thalers for a long
time, however — Austrian thalers circulated in Ethiopia until they were demonetized in 1947.

ETHIOPIA

Joseph Kalmer and Ludwig Hyun in the book Abessinien estimate that over 20% of 245
million coins minted until 1931 ended up in Ethiopia were Maria Theresa thalers. In 1868,
the British military expedition to Magdala, the capital of Emperor Tewodros Il of Ethiopia,
under Field Marshal Robert Napier, took Maria Theresa thalers with them to pay local
expenses.

In 1890 the Italians introduced the Tallero Eritreo, styled after the Maria Theresa thaler, in
their new colony Eritrea, also hoping to impose it on the commerce with Ethiopia. They were
unsuccessful.

The Tallero Eritreo

FRENCH INDO-CHINA

French Indo-China 1 piastre — obverse — genuine
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French Indo-China 1 piastre — obverse — but a faki

The French introduced as trade dollar in 1885 to control the money supply in French
Indochina. It was a new silver Piastre de commerce (and associated subsidiary coinage) fo
use throughout the entire Indo-Chinese colonies in order to increase monetary stability. The
piastre was initially equivalent to the Mexican peso. The piastre was therefore a direct lineal
descendant of the Spanish pieces of eight that had been brought to the Orient from Mexico on

Japanese | yen coin of 1898 — obverse — but a fake
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Japanese 1 yen coin of 1898 — reverse but a fake
Genuine: Silver, weight 27g

Fake: unknown metal, weight 16g

The Japanese Trade Dollar was a 1 Yen coin, issued from 1875 to 1877. It was minted of
27.22 g of silver with a fineness of .900 (90%). The Yen coin had 26.96 g of silver at that
time, and otherwise nearly identical in design to the trade dollar.

2,736,000 coins of this type were minted, the vast majority in 1876-77. When Japan
introduced the gold standard in 1897, the silver 1 Yen coins, including the trade dollars,
were demonetized. The maijority of the trade dollars were counter-stamped with the
character "gin" (Japanese for "silver"). The Osaka mint placed the mark on the left side of
the reverse, the Tokyo mint on the right. The coins were then released for use in
Japanese-occupied Taiwan, Korea and Lushunkou.

The Japanese trade dollars are widely faked - usually quite deceptive transfer-die fakes.
However, they usually exhibit weak detail.

THE UNITED STATES TRADE DOLLAR

The United States trade dollar is a silver (fineness of .900 or 90%) dollar coin that was
issued by the United States Mint and minted in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Carson City,
and San Francisco from 1873 to 1885. Business strike trade dollars were last produced in
1878 and proof coin production continued until 1885. The coin weighs 27.2g, about 0.52¢g
more than the domestic silver dollar of the time. It is heavier than the Mexican peso;
however, the peso is .903 silver.
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More trade dollars were minted in San Francisco than at Carson City and at Philadelphia
combined. San Francisco was closest both to the source of the silver as well as the
ultimate destination of the coins, China. Many Trade dollars have what are called "chop
marks" on them.
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The United States Congress authorized the U.S. Mint to create a trade dollar to improve
trade with the Orient, China in particular. Prior to that, the Mexican peso had been the
primary silver coin used in trading with China. In fact, the eagle on the trade dollar's
reverse looks quite similar to the peso.

MEXICAN PESOS & SPANISH REALES

Spanish American silver 8 reales coin of 1778. It was called a dollar in Britain

Mexican “cap & ray-design silver peso

The currency system in use in Spanish America from the 16th to 19th centuries consisted
of silver reales, as well as gold escudos, weight 3.383 g and fineness %12 = 91.7%. By the
19th century the silver real weighed 3.383 g, 65/72 = 90.3% fine, while the gold escudo's
fineness was reduced to 21 karats or 87.5% fine.

15 or 16 silver reales were worth a gold escudo, and eight-real coins of 24.44 g fine
silver were widely called pesos in Spanish America and dollars in Britain and its
American colonies. These pesos or dollars were minted from the rich silver mine outputs
of modern-day Mexico and Bolivia and exported in large quantities to Europe and Asia.
These pesos, while not labelled as a trade dollar served as a global silver

standard reserve currency until the start of the century. Mexican silver pesos of original
cap-and-ray design were legal tender in the United States until 1857 and in China until
1935.
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