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PHILAS COLLECTION.
OLYMPICS (Melbourne) 1956. C.Mc.
This collection was donated by Mr. M M Fruchtman. (64 pages)
The first page of this display shows an official invitation from the Lord Mayor, Councillors
and Citizens of Melbourne to come to Melbourne for the Olympic Games, 22", November
to 8"". December, 1956.
Australia issued a 2/- (blue) publicity stamp on 1-12-1954 which had a colour change (green)
on 30-11-1955. Stamps and a F.D.C. is shown.
Then follows special Slogan cancellations that were used for varying periods in 1954 to 1956,
then Vignettes, also issued to advertise the games.
Two postcards showing views of Melbourne and advertising the games are included.
A Qantas Olympic Torch Flight cover is included addressed to Mr. M.M. Fruchtman, for the
Flight that conveyed the Olympic Torch from Greece to Melbourne.
An official Swimming Programme, cost 1/- is followed by Admission tickets for Soccer: Main
Stadium, Cricket ground; Velodrome admission; and the Swimming Olympic Stadium.
A photo of the un-issued 3%:d stamp and the un-issued (cover) of the postage Stamp Booklet,
is included, then a souvenir postcard with Australian Aboriginal motif followed by a FDC
and stamps issued for the games.
These were a 4d. red; 7%d blue; 1/- multicolour; and 2/- multicoloured.
Maximum cards, Aerogrammes are followed by five special souvenir covers, (3 registered)
postmarked at the temporary PO’s; a private miniature sheet postmarked by special
permission of the PMG.
Thirteen pages cover the 52 pictorial postmarks, then 3 photos of Gold and a Silver medal
winners with their autographs.
The most interesting is the picture of, and autographs of the three gold medal winners, “Betty
Cuthbert”, “Marlene Mathews”, and “Norman Fleming” for the 4x100 Mtr. Relay.
The display finishes with special “Runner” cancellations, Vignettes and covers with
cancellations facing either right or left.
The material is mounted on pages with hand drawn coloured Olympic Rings.
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