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The 2019-20 divide has been a period of crisis for regional stamp, coin & note collectors.  

Many private collections (as well as the homes that protected them) have been lost to fire.  

Post offices, like that at Wasleys in South Australia, shown below, have also been 

destroyed by fire. 
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There are no reports of collections (or post offices) lost close to Orange.  A number of private 
collections were lost in the arc running from The Blue Mountains up to Rylstone.  Collections 
were lost on the South Coast.    
 
Most collectors will not have had their collections separately listed (with market values) on 
their insurance policy and will get next to nothing back.   All of us need to think a bit more 
about that one! 
 
It may take some time to get the smell of smoke out of our collections here.   It’s like buying 
stamps and banknotes from heavy smokers.  It takes a lot of airing to get the smell out. 

 
Also lost have been many heritage-listed, former Non-Official Post Office buildings.   

 
But many post offices have been saved by the brave efforts of fire-fighters.  Take the example of 
the Cobargo Licenced Post Office, taken from the Guardian: -  

“In a room at the back of the Cobargo post office, Moser and his partner, David Wilson, 
are caring for the kangaroo soon to be known as Ali and two wallaby joeys. Next door is 
the remains of a burnt-out cafe. Across the road are the charred ruins of what used to be 
a leather shop, a yoga studio and an incense shop.’ 

 

The Cobargo Post Office on the left was saved, but the café in the middle was lost 

“We were told that the fireys really fought to save the post office because they didn’t want to 
lose it,” Moser says. “It’s humbling, you know? Why do we deserve that?” 
Moser and Wilson have not been entirely lucky. The couple moved here from Sydney four years 
ago to start a new life together running the post office. After the weekend’s fire, it has become 
their home. 
 

While they feed the sheep, cows and goats that miraculously survived the blaze amid the rubble 
of what used to be their home, they explain how they watched in the early hours of New Year’s 
Eve as the fire approached their town.” 

“It was terrifying,” Moser says. “I never thought I’d be involved in a bushfire – and never 
again, hopefully. It was just so scary. I just packed the car. Dave did want to fight it in the 
beginning but we were worried about getting out. There’s only one road in here.” 

“With their four dogs they headed for the nearby seaside town of Bermagui, which, by 
10am, was “pitch black” from smoke. The rumour mill there was in overdrive. They were 
told the post office had gone, that the whole town was gone.” 

When they returned home a few days later, they found the remains of their house. 
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“I was just numb,” Wilson says. “I think your body just sort of shuts down. I still don’t think 
we’ve really processed it yet. I’ve literally just found out that we’re covered by insurance and I 
just feel flat. I think I’ve been carrying around all that stress and now I’m just empty.” 
 

 
 

Moser & David Wilson’s house near Cobargo was lost, requiring them to move to a back room 
in the saved but singed Cobargo Post Office. 
 
Wingello is a small community between Goulburn and Bundanoon.  The Wingello General 
Store and Postal Licencee, David Bruggerman, and seven of his children were some of the 
Wingello residents who said goodbye to their house business, expecting not to see it again as 
the fire consumed the town.  They `had built up the business over a number of years, especially 
the post office and the coffee shop which were the ‘hub’ of that community. They took a last-
minute, teary picture of the post office and store as they left. 
 

Unknown to the Bruggermans as they evacuated to nearby Mittagong, the Wingello Fire 
Brigade had bolstered resources around the shop and the nearby hall to defend these 
community assets.   The shop survived as did the Bruggerman’s house. Now the Bruggerman’s 
are helping to coordinate a fund to help deal with the biggest bug-bear of the bushfires – 
insurance excess payments. 
 

 
 

Wingello lost 10 houses on January 4 with many more to be condemned by insurers. 
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The Herculean tasks carried out by the Bateman’s Bay Post Office staff during and the fire is 
worth recording too, as shown by this article from the Sydney Morning Herald:-  

 
 

 

Yes…some good things have been happening out of the tragedy of the fires. 

 

Welcome to the Club’s 2020 year…our 56
th
. 
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Stephen Kay and Lawrence Sherwin on the front desk at our 2019 Spring Fair 

 

 
 

Steve Burton with a customer at our 2019 Spring Fair 
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Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s 

Orange Coin & 

Stamp Expo 2020 
Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th 

April 2020 
9 to 4 and 9 to 3 

Orange High School Hall, Woodward St, Orange 

 
Car park entrance is next to Duntryleague Golf Club.  For off street parking turn left opposite 

United Petrol Station in Woodward St. and just prior to traffic lights 

Displays of stamps, coins and banknotes 
 

Sydney & Canberra & local dealers will be in attendance and will offer a range of Australian 

& World stamps, coins, banknotes and accessories 

 

Dealers are available to give valuations & appraisals  
 

For further information phone Howard on 0427 107 554    
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OUR CLUB MONTHLY 

AFTER THIS ONE IS ON 

TUESDAY 25th FEBRUARY 

2020  

 
The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St 

 

The next Club meeting is at 7.30pm on 

Tuesday 28
th
 January 20120 

Club meetings are held in the Orange 

Cultural Centre in Sale St.  

 
OUR NEXT MONTHLY COIN & 

STAMP FAIR IS ON SATURDAY 

1st FEBRUARY 2020 

 

Our next monthly Coin & Stamp Fair will 

be held on Saturday 1st February 2020 in 

the main meeting room of the Orange 

Cultural Centre in Sale St.    
 

The venue is the Orange Cultural Centre. 

It is held on the 1st Saturday of each 

month (but not in January). 

 

Orange Spring Fair 

2019 participating 

dealers – please 

continue to support 

them:-  

Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, 
Sydney, 2000    Ph (02) 9299 

2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne 

from Canberra) – PO Box 53, 
MITCHELL, A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 
6255 4044)                 Buying 
and Selling 
 

Orange Stamps & Coins 

(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  
             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: 
howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling - Stamps, 
Coins, Banknotes, Accessories, 
etc. 
 

Phil & Win Morehouse, 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: 
(02)9707 4087, Email – 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.

au. World-wide stamps bought and 
sold 

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of 
Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - 
aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND 

CORRESPONDENCE TO 

THE CLUB 

Items for this newsletter need to be 

posted to the Secretary at the Club’s 

postal address: -PO Box 324 

ORANGE 2800 

They can always also be e-mailed to: - 

ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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-Or phone 63 614 872 

 

 

 
 

The Club thanks Orange Odeon 5 
Cinema for their generous 
donation of tickets for the junior’s 
competition at Expo 2019 

 

NEWCASTLE 2020 STAMP 

& COIN EXPO & HALF-

NATIONAL EXHIBITION  

The Newcastle 2020 Exhibition is being 

held on:-  

Friday 2
nd

 October 2020 from10-5,  

Saturday3rd October from 10-5 &   

Sunday 4
th
 October from 9-3.  

 

The venue is the Newcastle Showground 

Exhibition Centre. It’s next to 

Broadmeadow Railway Station.  Entry is 

free. 
 

 
 

Australia Post will be attending with special 

souvenir products and postmarks. 

 

The exhibition will include:  

• Leading stamp, coin and postcard dealers 

from across Australia, and we hope, some 

international dealers. 

• Displays (exhibits) from collectors across 

Australia and New Zealand, and possibly Chile. 

• The Royal Philatelic Challenge, with 

competitive displays from the Royal Philatelic 

Societies of Great Britain, New Zealand, 

Canada, South Africa, Melbourne and Sydney. 

• The Qantas Challenge, commemorating the 

centenary of Qantas. This display will consist 

of Qantas memorabilia, especially covers, 

cinderellas, postcards, and other Qantas 

collectibles. 

• Souvenirs and special products from Australia 

Post. 

• Meetings of some societies. These are not 

finalised but could include the Cinderella 

Stamp Club, Polar Philately Society, Thematic 

Philately Society, and the Postal Stationary 

Society. 

• Displays and lectures from leading 

philatelists. Last exhibition (May 2018) 

Michael Drury showed every shade in the 

kangaroo and KGV series of stamps 1913-36. 
 

Details can be found on the website: 

www.newcastle philatelicsociety.org.au 

 

 

DATES FOR 2020 & EVEN 

2021 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting, 7.30pm 28th 
January 2020 at the 
Orange Cultural 
Centre, Kite St, 
Orange 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club Monthly Fair 

at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday, 1st 
February 2020, 9-1, 
also stamp swap meet 
at midday 

 
PHILAS Open Day, PHILAS House, 

Saturday, 15th February 
2020 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 25th 
February 2020 at the 
Orange Cultural 
Centre, Kite St, 
Orange 

East Kurrajong Stamp, Coin  & 
Collectables Fair, Sat 
29 Feb and Sun 1 
March 2020, at East 
Kurrajong School of 
Arts, 1090 East 
Kurrajong Road, E.K. 
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Orange Coin & Stamp Club Monthly Fair 
at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday, 7th 
March 2020, 9-1, also 
stamp swap meet at 
midday 

 

Piallaway Philatelic Society’s Stamps, 

Coins & Collectables 

Fair, 7
th
 & 8

th
 March 

2020, Church of 

England Hall, Anzac 

Parade, Werris Creek 

 

 

PHILAS Auction #135, Philas House, 

Sydney, Saturday 14
th

 

March 2020 
 

Canberra Half-National Exhibition13-

15 March 2020, Hellenic 

Club, Matilda St, Woden 

Ocean Grove Stamp Fair, 10am-2pm, 

Saturday 21
st
 March 

2020, Senior Citizen’s, 

Ocean Grove, Victoria 

Auckland FIAP Exhibition 19-22 March 

SCDAA Petersham Fair, Petersham 

Town Hall, Sunday  29 March, 2020 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 31st 
March 2020 at the 
Orange Cultural 
Centre, Kite St, 
Orange 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Monthly 
Fair at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday, 4th April 
2020, 9-1. 

Twin Towns Stamp Club Stamp Fair, 
Sunday 5th April at Cudgen 
Leagues Club, 3 Wommin Bay 
Rd, Kingscliff 

Milton-Ulladulla Stamp Club’s Annual 
Stamp Fair, Sat 12th April 
2020, 10-3, Ulladulla Civic 
Centre, Princes Hwy, 
Ulladulla 

Orange Stamp & Coin Expo 2020, 

18 & 19 April 2020, 

at the Orange High 

School Hall 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 29th 
April 2020 at the 
Orange Cultural 
Centre, Kite St, 
Orange 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Monthly 
Fair at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday, 2nd May 
2020, 9-1, 

Sutherland Shire Philatelic Society’s 

The Shire Stamp and 

Coin Fair, Saturday 2
nd

 

May, Anglican Church 

Hall, 131 Gymea Bay 

Rd, Gymea. Includes 

James Cook Stamp 

Comp 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair 16 & 17 May 

2020, Sturt Primary 

School 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 26th 
May 2020 at the 
Orange Cultural 
Centre, Kite St, 
Orange 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Monthly 
Fair at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday, 6th June 
2020, 9-1, 

SCDAA Petersham Fair Petersham 

Town Hall, Sunday 31 May 2020 

PHILAS Open Day, PHILAS House, 

Saturday, 20
th

 June 2020 

Perth Stamp & Coin Fair, 3-5 July 2020 

PHILAS Auction #136, PHILAS House, 

Saturday 11
th

 July 2020 

Canberra Fair, 18 July 2020, Kingston 

Baptist Hall,  
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Bendigo Stamp Fair, 8
th

 August 2020, St 

Andrews Uniting Church Hall, 24 Myers 

St, Bendigo, Victoria 

SCDAA Petersham Fair 30 August 2020 
 

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition 2-4 

October 2020, Newcastle 

Showground Exhibition 

Centre, Broadmeadow 
 

Canberra Fair, 10 October 2020 
 

Orange Stamp & Coin 

Spring Fair, Orange 

High School 17 & 18 

October 2020. 
 

PHILAS Open Day, PHILAS House, 

Saturday 17
th

 October 2020 
 

ANDA Sydney Money Show, 24 & 25 

October 2020, Lower Town Hall, 

Sydney 
 

Perth Stamp & Coin Fair 30 October-1 

November 2020. 
 

Brisbane Stamp & Coin Fair, 7 & 8 

November 2020.  
 

Hobart Stamp Show 2010: National 

One Frame Exhibition 13-15 

November, 2020. Hobart Town 

Hall    

hobartstampshow2020.com.au 

PHILAS Auction#137, PHILAS House, 

Saturday 14
th

 November 2020 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 21 & 22 

November 2020, Sturt Primary School 

SCDAA Petersham Stamp, Coin & 
Banknote Fair, Petersham Town 

Hall, 29 November 2020. 

SCDAA Petersham Fair 

 

Toowoomba National One-Frame 

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021 

 

 

 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

The Wynyard Coin Centre has been a supporter of our 2019 Expo & our 
Spring Fair  

 

Whether you want advice or can’t find what you’re looking for, contact us. 
We have a wide array of collectables in our store and our friendly team will 
be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 2047, or send an email 

to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or visit our Sydney store.  
 
 

 
 
 

PERSONALISED STAMPS 
 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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Many will have got an e-mail from Australia Post marketing in the las t few weeks 
promoting the new ‘greetings stamp’.   
 

You can visit the MyStamps website, select your shape, upload and edit image, 
select the denomination and postage type, and complete the check-out process. 
 
Or you can visit one of 27 Post Office locations right across the country to trial in-
store ordering and instant printing, until 30 March 2020.   The nearest location to 
Orange is the Dubbo Postshop. 
 

Bendigo’s February 2020 Golden City Philatelist wonders why it took Australia so 
long.   Apparently Austria and New Zealand have been doing it for years. 
 

A sheet of 20 costs $35.   The Bendigo writer noted that they resemble a sticky label 
rather than a stamp. 
 

Great for forthcoming weddings, birthdays and anniversaries - but maybe not one to 
get into a stamp catalogue for a few years.   Will the meant be able to dream up 
personalised coins too? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Annual Stamp Fair 

Ocean Grove Stamp Club 
 

Saturday 21st March 2020 

9am – 2pm 

Senior Citizens Clubrooms 

101 The Terrace, Ocean Grove, Victoria 
 

DEALERS IN ATTENDANCE FOR VALUATION & BUYING 

Great range of Australian 
coins, banknotes and a limited selection of memorabilia! 

Entry by Gold Coin Donation 
 

 

 

https://click.email.auspost.com.au/?qs=45915ec9a73a08224af04a2e29237fa3d2ca2e347cc5f37b0b0b486729db65604c51c583579babbd8f87b9d4197ed79cce0fddfec4373022
https://click.email.auspost.com.au/?qs=45915ec9a73a0822ce75407e5ed467aef454c54395db0fc8411b1389b01125cae4b5600ce963f0ef5dd6e502caf6ed5997ad305a6b5a1972
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EAST TIMOR AND A.F.P.O. 5 
 

 
The Timor Force Commander, Major-General Peter Cosgrove in East Timor, 1999; painting 

in the National Portrait Gallery 

 

After violence surrounding the 1999 Referendum on 14
th

 September 1999 Australia agreed to 

lead a multi-nation stabilisation force in East Timor. The next day the United Nations 

Security Council established INTERFET.   22 countries contributed to the mission. In 2002 

INTERFET was succeeded by the United Nations Transitional Administration (UNMISET). 
 

Sending troops, supplies (and mails) to East Timor was a logistics nightmare.  There was only 

one port, and that was in Dili, and it could only take ships with draughts of up to 7m.  The 

internal road system was very “Third World”.    The immediate need was ammunition, food 

and fuel.  This meant troops had to sleep on the ground for the first few weeks. Only a few 

vehicles could be landed at a time and those that were there, were in short supply. 
 

A.F.P.O. 5 was also established in late-September 1999 to deal with mail to and from 

Australian troops stationed in East Timor.  It operated until June 2009. 
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At its peak in 2000, INTERFET had 11 963 personnel in East Timor of whom 5,697 were 

Australians, making it Australia’s largest foreign involvement since Vietnam 

 

C-130 Hercules transport plane at Dili airport with a contract helicopter behind it.   R.A.A.F. 

Hercules carried the first mails to and from Australia 

Some members of the 10th Force Support Battalion landing at East Timor had prior active service 

and experience with handling mails in Rwanda and Bougainville, but they found the volume of 

mail received in East Timor was a surprise.   Mails were original delivered to Australian Field 

Post Office (AFPO) 5 in Dili by forklift on large metal R.A.A.F. ‘L’ pallets, off-loaded from C-

130 Hercules aircraft.  The volume of mail increased from 250 kg a day on October 1999 to 12 

tonnes per day in early November 1999.   As Christmas 1999 approached, families and friends 

took advantage of free mail delivery, and from mid-November the volume of mail increased to 37 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rwandan_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/463L_master_pallet
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tonnes per day. HMAS Jervis Bay was then employed to fetch the incoming mail from Darwin 

three times a week. Outgoing mail was dispatched to Australia seven days a week, alternately by 

C-130 aircraft and HMAS Jervis Bay. As a result, the postal unit found themselves working from 

14 to 16 hours a day.   

 

Stampless 30 December 1999 Australian Armed Forces concession cover from East Timor to 

Sydney 

 

HMAS Jervis Bay ran mail and supplies (like ammunition and food), three times a week between 

Darwin & Dili 

Indonesia recognised East Timor as an independent nation on 19 October 1999, and 

Indonesian Army TNI forces withdrew on 31 October, leaving INTERFET in charge. 
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Between 1 and 23 February 2000 it transferred responsibility for the administration of East 

Timor to the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET). On 20 

February 2000, the 10th Force Support Battalion handed over responsibility for support of the 

forces in East Timor, along with its few remaining personnel there, to the 9th Force Support 

Battalion. Australian logistical support was still required until UNTAET could stand on its 

own feet, and handover to UNTAET was not completed until 1 July 2000. 
 

 
Australian Army in East Timor 13 November 1999 

 

Australian Federal Police operations in East Timor in support of UNAMAT began in 1999.  

Their number was wound down after 2000, but more deployments began after the crisis of 

April/May 2006.   AFP police, forensic experts and protection services began deploying in 

Timor-Leste reaching 200 personnel.  
 

In 2006 there were simmering tensions between the Faintil-Forces Defensa Timor Lorasse 

and the Policia Nacional de Timor-Leste. This led to violence on the streets of Dili. 150,000 

residents had been displaced and 1,650 homes destroyed.  A State of Emergency was 

declared.  The tensions were settled with the help of the Australia-led International 

Stabilisation Force (it was not a U.N. Force). This included both the Australian Army and the 

Australian Federal Police. 

 

By 2008 the only 66 AFP personnel remained in Timor:- 

12 in the Timor-Leste Police Development Program, 

50 working under the United Nations Police, 

3 members seconded to the Prosecutor-General’s taskforce, and, 

 1 working at the Australian Embassy.  

The AFP had commitments in East Timor up to 2010. 

 
In later years the Australian Government called tenders from commercial airlines for the 

carriage of mails and cargo transport to AFPO 5 in East Timor (and to AFPO’s 16 and 20 in 

Iraq). The last contract was for the period 12 May 2009 to 30 June 2009 for $39,693. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Transitional_Administration_in_East_Timor
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Stampless, October 2000, “AUSTCIVIL” concession-rate cover posted by Sgt, G.J. Perry 

while serving with the Australian Federal Police in East Timor 

 
 

 

 
Australian Federal Police on patrol in East Timor while serving with the United Nations 

Police 
 

During the ‘conflict’ the New Zealand Armed Forces also operated their Field Post Office in 

East Timor. 
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MINT UNCIRCULATED  January 2020 
 

Looking into the future 
Over the Christmas break I used the opportunity to do some overdue 
clearing of old papers, files etc. One item that caught my attention was a 
clipping from the Sun Herald dated 13 June 1990. The article contained a 
series of predictions by science fiction writer (the now late) Arthur C 
Clarke. His (tongue in cheek?) prophecy was that by 2016 “All existing 
currencies are abolished. The megawatt/hour becomes the unit of 
exchange.” Nothing hinted in the article as to how one carried those in a 
purse/wallet. 
 

Consistent postage 
I still send out some Christmas cards in addition to a mass email of an 
annual newsletter to relatives and friends. This year I didn’t have to buy 
any new Christmas card postage rate stamps. I had sufficient left from 2017 
and 2018 for Christmas 2019. It must be some years since the Christmas 
card postage rate has been that stable. 
 

Recent Auction results 
A Melbourne mint sovereign was knocked down for US$18, 000 (Aust $26, 
320 approx), more than double estimate, at a recent Spink auction in New 
York. The neat rounding off of the successful bid suggests that the phantom 
bid (aka Buyer’s Premium) of around 18% was not included. 
 

 

The auction, like many international sales, was on line and this coin could 
have gone just about anywhere in the world where there is a collector of 
Australian coins with plenty of cash. Other Australian gold at the same 
auction went according to estimates. 
 
 

Lawrence Sherwin 
 

https://images4-cdn.auctionmobility.com/is3/auctionmobility-static4/SbiS-4-52P/4-8O5Q8/87840b0c-2ef7-4b5d-9578-fffac88cf4eb?maxwidth=1600&maxheight=1600
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STAMPS AND RADIO AND TELE LICENCES 
This is, sort of, a story about high-value stamps – the ones that don’t get used on 

standard letters.  
 

A big source of used, high-value stamps was soaking them off the cards used for 

paying radio and TV licences.   These were used widely in the period before 

credit and debit cards 
 

.   

 

 
 

In example, above, the stamps were not validated with a postmark. 
 

The first radio licence came in to effect in 1924 with the first radio stations. By 

1935 there were 60 commercial radio stations throughout Australia and an 

expanding ABC radio network. The ABC was funded through radio licences.  
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As Australia battled through the Great Depression listeners had trouble 

affording the £2 cost of a broadcast listener’s licence.     Often public parks, like 

the in Glebe, in Sydney, had Council-run public radio listening huts where the 

community would gather to listen to broadcasts.  In 1931 Mr Albert (“Bert”) 

Mills, previously a Club member, and Ron Mills’ father, made an internal 

P.M.G. suggestion that instalments ought to be able to be made to pay for the 

licence. Bert later became the first Philatelic Officer at the Sydney G.P.O. 
 

 
. 

The Post-Master General’s Department considered the proposal and a National 

scheme was devised in 1932 whereby the licence could be paid by adding 
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postage stamps to a card.  Partly as their increased affordability, one million 

radio receiver licences able to be issued in 1937. 
 

During the 1930’s the Radio Licence inspectors frequently took people to court 

who didn’t have a Licence.  They could be seen eavesdropping  outside your 

house.  The maximum fine for not having one was £20, although the usual fine 

was £2 plus court costs. 
 

 
 

During the 1950’s the radio receiver’s licence had increased to £2 10/-.  When 

television was introduced in 1956 the Post-master General’s Department saw 

the need for a television licence. From 1 January 1957 a Television Licence was 

introduced.  This cost £5 annually.   Some, it represented a week’s wages. It was 

needed in addition to holding a radio receiver’s licence.  Non-payment was 

punishable with fines of up to £50. 
 

So by the early 1960’s, when television sets became cheaper, many people 

didn’t bother to pay for a licence.  People hid their antennae in the roof, or in the 

chimney, or just had an indoor aerial to fool the Inspectors.  Indoor aerials are 

much remembered, because usually the kids had the job of holding them to stop 

the picture “rolling”, or even to get any sort of picture at all.  
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The Postmaster-General’s Department placed advertisements in newspapers 

warning that house-to-house inspections by Radio and Television Inspectors 

was imminent. 
 

In the 1960’s Commonwealth agents used a vehicle-mounted device to measure 

RF frequencies generated by radio and television equipment. They worked in a 

similar way to radar, looking for a signal coming from a house with no visible 

aerial.   In this period there were big sales of radio crystal sets which didn’t use 

electricity and soaked up radiation rather than emitting any. 
 

 
This T.V.-finding van is used in the U.K., where they still have TV licences. It is 

similar to the vans that were used in Australian.  Australian detector vans were 

usually Post Office-issue Bedford vans. 
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In the 1970’s combined radio and TV licences cost $26.50.   In its dying days 

the Whitlam Government decided to drop licence fees on 18 September 1974.  

It was mainly because of the high cost of monitoring who did and didn’t have 

licences.  The ABC had been subsidised by licence fees then went over to being 

funded out of general government revenue.  In 1975 the incoming Fraser 

Government planned to re-introduce combined radio and television licences at 

an annual cost of $70, but the idea was dropped. 

 

Another source of high-value stamps was the cards used for paying telephone 

bills. 
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In the 1970’s card, shown above, there was the instruction that the minimum 

postage stamp value which may be used is $2.    When you had enough stamps 

to pay your phone bill you presented it to a post office or a Telecom Business 

Office.  The post offices postmarked the stamps with real postmarkers to cancel 

them. The Telecom Offices used purple-ink hand stamps that were decidedly 

‘fiscal’in appearance, making them not so desirable to stamp collectors.   

 

The stamps soaked off the radio and TV licence payment cards, and those 

telephone payment cards submitted to a post office were strictly a ‘fiscal’ rather 

than a ‘postal’ in use, but there is no way of telling the difference. 

 

Other good sources of high-value stamps were telegrams, especially Overseas 

telegrams, of the sort sent by foreign newspaper correspondents. A number of 

5/- Sydney Harbour Bridge stamps came of these. 
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COINS MADE FROM TIN 
 

If you don’t have easily-available gold or silver bullion, and copper, nickel & brass are hard 

to procure, and you have access to tin mines, that’s what you make coins out of  - tin.    But 

there are problems. 
 

THE TIN DINHEROS OF PORTUGUESE MALACCA 

Portuguese Malacca was the territory of Malacca that, for 130 years (1511–1641), was 

a Portuguese colony. Then the Dutch took over.  Later it was part of England’s Straits 

Settlements (with Singapore) and now it’s part of Malaysia. 
 

As the first base of European Christian trading kingdom in Southeast Asia. Portuguese 

Malacca, was surrounded by numerous emerging native Muslim states. Also, with hostile 

initial contact with the local Malay policy, Portuguese Malacca faced severe hostility. They 

endured years of battles started by Malay sultans who wanted to get rid of the Portuguese and 

reclaim their land. Eventually it was invaded by China, who claimed it was part of their 

Empire (and sort of still do). 
 

There were no local sources of gold or silver in Malacca, and they had been mining tin on the 

Malay Peninsula for 2,000 years.  Making coins from tin seemed logical. 
 

 
 

Tin coins of Portuguese Malacca of King Emmanuel (1495-1521) and John III (1521-1557) 

discovered in an excavation in 1900) 

 
A 1 Denhero tin coin of 1557-1578 (John II) of Portuguese Malacca.  3.16g 

18.5mm, 2.5mm thick 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malacca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portugal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_Empire
https://en.numista.com/catalogue/photos/peninsule_malaise/434-original.jpg
https://en.numista.com/catalogue/photos/peninsule_malaise/434-original.jpg
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OTHER MALAYAN  STATES TIN COINS 
 

 
 

The keping was the currency of Kelantan until 1909 when it was replaced by 
the Straits dollar. It was subdivided into 10 pitis. Coins were struck in tin in 
denominations of 1 pitis (holed), 1 and 10 keping. 
One piti coins were made from tin, round in shape, smooth edged and holed. The 
coins were 18 mm in diameter with Arabic legend.  
Other Malayan States used similar low-value, Arabic scripted, tin keping coins at 
that time. 
 

ENGLISH TIN COINS 

To counteract the forgery, in 1684, the production of farthings was changed from 
copper to tin with a copper centre plug.   This was done in the reign of Charles II to 
alleviate the critical state of the Cornish tin mining industry, but also to recoup the 
King's losses, as Duke of Cornwall, because the price of tin had fallen from one 
shilling per pound in 1676 to less than eightpence.  Second, the intrinsic value of tin 
was lower than copper. This would assure a greater profit for the Crown by replacing 
the more expensive copper with tin. As an anti-counterfeiting measure, a square plug 
of copper was placed in the centre of the coin. This effort to prevent counterfeiting 
with the copper plug did not increase the coins’ popularity (or aesthetic appeal), 
however.  
 
From 1685 to 1692 halfpence were minted in tin with a copper plug at the centre, The 
coins had no date on the obverse or reverse - you have to look on the edge, and 
with worn examples the date can become unreadable. 
In addition the coins tended to corrode readily. This is due to two main effects, the 
first being the presence of two dissimilar metals which has an electrochemical effect, 
and the other due to the fact that the metallic form of tin is in fact unstable at low 
temperatures, turning into a non-metallic form known as ‘grey tin’. This latter 
process is accelerated the lower the temperature. 

 
The tin coinage gave the Crown an even greater profit margin, of up to about 40%, 
and as a result there was even more concern about the potential for forgery. In 
addition to the copper plug as a security feature, the tin coins were produced with a 
lettered edge, which was applied before striking. There were several methods which 
could be used, but the process used for these tin coins was believed to be as follows. 
Two steel bars were used, one was screwed to a table, the other was movable and 
held by strong springs at a distance from the first bar slightly less than the diameter 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kelantan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Straits_dollar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tin
http://www.coins-of-the-uk.co.uk/pics/wm/ha/ha92.jpg
http://www.coins-of-the-uk.co.uk/pics/j2/ha/1015.jpg
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of the coin. A blank coin was inserted into the gap, and a crank handle moved the 
sprung bar so that the coin was forced to roll against and along it. The second bar 
carried the inscription which was therefore forced into the coin. At first, the 
movement of the second bar was equal to the circumference of the coin, but later the 
inscription was split between the two steel bars, and the second bar only moved half 
the circumference, each bar being responsible for impressing half the inscription. 
 

 
Tin farthing of Charles II 

 

The edge inscription on the tin farthings reads:- 
NUMMORUM FAMULUS 1684 
This inscription translates from Latin as "The servant of the coinage", meaning that 
it serves to protect the coinage (presumably from attempted forgery). 
It is interesting that the date is included in the edge inscription. We believe this was 
the first British coin to bear the date on the edge. 

 

The head on all the coins of Charles II faces to the right apart from the base metal 
coins, which have the portrait facing in the opposite direction, to the left. This is 
unusual because normally all the coins struck for any monarch have his portrait 
facing in the same direction. No one knows the reason for Charles II facing the wrong 
way on his base metal coins. 
 
In the reign of James II, his portrait faces left on all coins, except for the base metal 
issues on which the portrait faces right. 
On coins of William and Mary, coins of all denominations and metals have portraits 
facing to the right. 
 

Peck (English Copper, Tin and Bronze Coins in the British Museum) notes this, but 
states that "For some unknown reason the portraits on all the base metal coinages of 
William and Mary and William (solus) face in the same direction as in the previous 
reign - the only instance in which this occurs throughout the entire English copper 
series." Coins of Cromwell all have their portraits facing the same direction, left, 
which strangely enough is the same direction as those of Charles I. 
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Tin farthing of James II 

 

In 1685, production of tin farthings, still with a copper centre plug, was continued for 
James II, with the addition of copper halfpennies. The reverse designs were 
identical to the previous ones of Charles II. The obverse design of the halfpennies 
showed a draped bust of James II, that on the farthings had a cuirassed bust, except 
for the last year, 1687, when a draped version was introduced, similar to the 
halfpenny. 

 

 
Tin farthing of William & Mary. The copper plug has corroded away. 

 

Under William and Mary, production of tin farthings continued with the same reverse 

designs, and both bust types, draped and cuirassed. At first, the halfpennies, as previously, 

carried the date on their edge only. The farthings now carried the date both on the edge and in 

the exergue (the space below the ground line of the main design), and from 1691, this was 

adopted for the halfpennies also. 
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After 1692, the production of tin halfpennies and farthings stopped, apparently 
because of public resentment. Tin coins easily corroded, probably because of 
impurities, and their low intrinsic value meant that they could be easily 
counterfeited, and in 1694, copper farthings and halfpennies were once again 
produced. 
 
 
 
   

1943 U.S LINCOLN CENT MADE FROM TIN & OTHER METALS 

M. Houston, an unsuspecting collector, 

found a Lincoln cent on the ground as a child.  He retained this cent in his collection for 

50 years or more. He recalls what struck him about the coin was it was silvery-grey in 

colour.  This was different from any other Lincoln cent he had seen. 
 

Many years later, as an adult, he read an article about the copper alloy 1943 cents which 

encouraged collectors to try attracting their 1943 cents to a magnet.  All of his did, 

except one. 

He decided to call the American Numismatic Association, and historian, Sam Gelberd. 

After describing what he found, Gelberd suggested that he check to see if the coin was 

https://s22315.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2019-06-21.jpg
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stamped on a foreign planchet minted at the US mint.  Gelberg sent him a list from the 

Liberty Coin Service. 

 

When Houston could not match the coin visually or by weight, he sent the coin to 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) for grading.  In May of 2019, NGC certified 

the coin as a 1943 XF details damaged 1943P Lincoln cent.  This did not explain though 

why the magnet did not attract to the cent. 

Houston then took the coin to an assay house and had them perform an X-ray 

fluorescence, or XRF analysis, on his cent of the metal content.  This non-destructive 

metallurgical analysis, performed by AAA Precious Metals in Portland, Oregon, revealed 

something interesting.  Houston’s coin had a composition of 86.41 percent tin, 8.37 

percent antimony, 1.75 percent copper and 1.02 percent vanadium.  Interestingly, his 

coin weighed in at 2.7 grams, which is nearly the standard 2.69 grams for the zinc-

coated steel composition, which is the standard issue for 1943. 

 

After receiving these results, Houston reached out to NGC, who then performed a 

second XRF analysis.  Their result showed 86.4 percent tin, 8.4 percent antimony, 1.8 

percent copper and 1 percent vanadium.  These results are printed on the grading label. 

NGC stated that it was not possible to know whether the coin was struck intentionally or 

as a test of the alloy or by accident during a normal press run of the steel cents. David 

Lange, NGC’s director of numismatic research said in an email, that there is no longer a 

way to determine how the coin came about at the US mint. 

Houston concludes that the coin was most likely a test or experimental planchet 
struck by the Philadelphia mint in December of 1942, after the dies were changed to 
1943, based on his research. 
 
In 1943 and 1944, all the other metals were in huge demand for the War effort, and 
1c coins were made out of ‘rubbish’ metals and alloys. 
 

JAPAN 1944-(?)1946 
The War was not going well for Japan in 1944.   Reserves of gold, silver and other 
metals useful for making coins were fast running out.    There were sufficient stocks 
of tin, however to produce coins from1944 to 1945 and ‘new’ yen coins immediately 
after the Allied Occupation after September 1945 
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1944 5 sen tin coin 

 
Japan Occupation tin 10 sen coin 1945-6. 

 

TIN PEST 
Tin pest occurs when the element tin changes allotropes from its silvery metallic β 
form to the brittle grey α form.   Tin pest is also known as tin disease, tin blight and 
tin leprosy.    The process is autocatalytic, meaning once the decomposition begins it 
speeds up as it catalyzes itself.     Although the conversion requires a high activation 
energy, it is favoured by very low temperatures (approximately -30 °C).     Tin pest 
will occur much more slowly at warmer temperatures (13.2 °C or 56 °F) and cooler. 

 
Tin medal affected by ‘tin pest’ 

 
Tin pest is important in modern time, as most tin-lead solder has been replaced with 
solder containing primarily tin. Tin metal may spontaneously decompose into a 
powder, causing problems where the metal is used. 
 

Tin pest has historical significance, too.   Explorer Robert Falcon Scott sought to 
become the first to reach the South Pole in 1910.  The tin soldered cans the team 
cached on their route were empty of kerosene, potentially from poor soldering, but 
possibly because tin pest caused the cans to leak. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/tin-facts-606608
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There is a tale of Napoleon's men freezing in the Russian cold when tin pest 
disintegrated the buttons of their uniforms, though this has never been proven to 
have occurred. 
 

It is clear though that some of the regiments employed in the campaign had tin 
buttons and that the temperature reached sufficiently low values (below −40 °C ).    
However, none of the many survivors' tales mention problems with buttons and it 
has been suggested that the legend is an amalgamation of a case of disintegrating 
Russian tin buttons in an army warehouse in the 1860s and the utterly desperate 
state of Napoleon's army turning soldiers into ragged beggars. 
 

 
With the introduction of regulations in Europe, and similar regulations elsewhere, 
traditional lead/tin solder alloys in electronic devices have been replaced by nearly 
pure tin, introducing tin pest and related problems such as tin whiskers 
 
Your editor previously worked in the tin mining industry in northern N.S.W. in the 
70’s and is interested in the uses of tin.  His article was prompted by an interesting 
article in the Queensland Numismatic Society’s January Newsletter. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alloy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tin_whiskers
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Surface ‘bubbling’ on a 1944 Japanese coin – the start of tin pest 
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The Royal Australian Mint is 
celebrating 50 years of The Indian 
Pacific, with a new coloured 50 cent 
coin depicting the iconic Australian 
train and the announcement of a 
competition to win a trip for two on 
the transcontinental journey. 
 
$15 and in edition of 30,000 coins 
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SHOW-AND-TELL & DISPLAYS FROM THE LAST MEETING ON 26
th

 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

 
GENISE FLYNN – 3 ALBUMS 

Genise Flynn said she was in Toowoomba two weeks ago. 

She noticed three stamp albums in a pawn shop in Toowoomba – and bought them –for just 

$100. 

The 1
st
 book contained a full set of the Sydney 2000 Olympics stamp sheets. 

The 2
nd

 book was full of pre-Decimal stamps 

The 3
rd

 book was full of mint decimal stamps (singles and sheets of).  So far, she said, she 

had taken out $300 of mint stamps to be used as postage.  The whole three albums cost $100 

– and Genise said she “did very well”.   

 

LAWRENCE SHERWIN – THE BERLIN WALL 

Lawrie talked about his Berlin Wall display, which had been previously been shown at the 

2019 Spring Fair. 
 

The Berlin Wall was the structure that divided East Germany from West Berlin from 1961 to 

1989. It included guard towers and a wide, cleared, open area on the East German side 

known as the “death strip”. 
 

It was finally pulled down, bit-by-bit, after the East Germans announced on 9 November 

1989 that their citizens could visit West Berlin.   Demolition was completed by November 

1991. 
 

Lawrie said he remembered crossing at Checkpoint Charlie in 1972.  He was doing some 

research at the Humboldt Institute, which required him to cross at 5am each day. 

The West German to East German exchange rate at that time for marks was officially 1:1, but 

in reality it was 5:1.   

Lawrie said he used up  the excess East German coinage before crossing back to West Berlin, 

but was allowed to keep a 1pf coin as a souvenir.  It was a 75mm-diameter, 17g, aluminium 

coin. This was in his display. 

 
 

He also had a 10Pf West German coin made of brass-plated steel.  It had a single oak leaf on 

the reverse. 

 
 

Lawrie’s display also included a chunk of the now-demolished Berlin Wall.    It has all gone 

except a short section left as a memorial. The West German side was (and is) heavily covered 

with graffiti. 
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Only a small remnant of the Wall remains 
 

Lawrie said that buildings are gradually covering the space where the Wall was, but you can 

follow its course because on the West German side there are big trees whereas on the eastern 

side the East Germans cut down all the trees, and what grows are only young trees. 

 

TONY READ - BUTTONS, DOGS & FOXES 
Tony’s display, he said, was of buttons – not coins.   In the U.K. people on horses, holding 

dogs back – ‘nobles’ of the 19
th

 and 20
th

 Centuries were engaged in Hunts.  These were very 

formal affairs organised by Hunt Clubs.   Each Hunt had its own hunt buttons – and there was 

a strict hierarchy in the issue of Hunt buttons. 

 
 

A North Shropshire Hunt button 

Before being issued Hunt buttons starters were issued with a black-coloured collar with 

black-coloured buttons. 

On being awarded your Hunt button by the Master of the Hunt, you were entitled to wear a 

red coat with brass buttons. 

Ladies are entitled to wear a black coat with black buttons with black vulcanite of black 

plastic buttons and the Hunt collar.  
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If you were a ‘subscriber’ to a Hunt you were entitled to three buttons.  

Huntsmen and ‘whippers-on’ were entitled to 5 buttons. 

Jackets should have at least 3 buttons, all of which need to be done up during the Hunt. 
 

Tony added that the Hunt rules were quite complex with lots of regulations.   

Women could get presented with a collar. 

 

Hunt button collecting is quite big in the U.K.   Because of the demand, Hunt buttons are 

frequently made as reproductions. 
 

 
Starters in black coats had to ride at the back 

 

 
Reproduction brass Hunt buttons from a variety of Hunts 

 

DEREK DOLSTRA - C.W. HILL PIONEER AVIATOR 
[Derek Dolstra’s presentation about his 9-page display was presented as an article in the 

November 2019 Newsletter]. 
 

Derek also passed around a catalogue of U.S. Army Post Offices in World War II, some of his 

purchases at the Spring Fair, and a TV and Radio Licence payment card as well a 1970’s 

Telecom phone payment card. 

 

⁎ 
 

 
 
 
 

 


