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WELCOME TO 
OUR 2023 

YEAR! 
 

 
 
May it be better than last year! 
 

 

THE NEXT ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON 

THIS COMING TUESDAY, 31st 

JANUARY 2023  
 

Our next meeting is at the Orange 

Cultural Centre at 7.30 on this 

Tuesday 31st January 2023. 
 

 

Our next monthly coin & 

stamp mini-fair is in the 

Orange Cultural Centre is on 

Saturday 4th February 2023 
from 9 to about 1pm.  

 

 
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair are 

held in the Orange Cultural Centre 

building Sale St, Orange. It’s the 

building that used to be a school. It’s on 

the right hand side as you enter the 

Woolworths Car Park. The building is 

sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but 

entrance is from the mini-park on the 

Sale St frontage 
 

OUR NEXT CLUB ‘NIGHT’ 

MEETING (AFTER THIS ONE) IS 

ON TUESDAY 28th FEBRUARY 

2023 

Our next night-time, monthly meeting, after 

this one, is on Tuesday 28th February 2023. 
 

The Club always meets on the last Tuesday of 

each month, except in December. 
 

The next mini-fair in the Cultural Centre, after 

the January one is on Saturday 4th March 2023 

 

 

HAVE YOU PAID 

YOUR $5 ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP FOR 
2022-23? 

Pay at the next meeting, the monthly 

Saturday morning mini-fair at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, or post to the 

treasurer, Howard Lyons at PO Box 

9288, Orange, 2800 
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OUR SPRING FAIR 2022 DEALERS - 

PLEASE KEEP SUPPORTING THEM 

AT EXPO 2022   

Dealers who attended our 2022 Spring Fair 

were: - 

 Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 

www.wynyardcoins.com.au  
 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) – PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 

A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044) 

Buying and Selling 
 

  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 

6362 2368, E-mail: 

howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying 

and Selling – Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  
 

 Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown. 

NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email – 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-

wide stamps bought and sold  

 

 Pacific Rim Coins (Chris Beusnell) 3/1 

Central Avenue, Lane Cove Ph 9418 

6493.   Website: 

www.pacificrimcoins.com.au 
 

 Tony Byrne of A. Byrne Coins is 

Kiley retire this year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The November 2022 Wagga Stamp & Coin 

Show.  Howard Lyons & Rob Willis attended as 

dealers. 
 

 

GOODBYE TO PHILAS HOUSE IN 

BRISBANE STREET, 

DARLINGHURST  

 

 
 

On 28th October 2022 we received an e-mail 

‘letter’ from Lionel Savins, then president of 

PHILAS, advising the sale of their 3 floors of 

PHILAS House. At 17-19 Brisbane St 
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Darlinghurst.  It added that PHILAS is looking 

for more suitable premises.   We discussed it at 

our November 28th meeting and gave it our tacit 

approval.  

 

We thought it to be a good idea, especially if 

there was room for the PHILAS Library to 

expand.  Boxed auction lots always seemed to 

crowd the downstairs floor of PHILAS House.  

Besides the parking at Brisbane Street for 

regional folk was either abominable or 

impossible 

 

Bruce Chadderton hinted that PHILAS were 

looking at a site at Silverwater, but the details 

were confidential because the purchase had not 

yet been finalised.  Silverwater was a few more 

kilometres closer to Orange.  Overnight 

accommodation for regional visitors was also 

half the price of the CBD. 
 

On 17th December we received another e-mail 

to say that Philas is leaving its home in Surry 

Hills and moving to Silverwater mid-January. It 

said that they would be adding in a new section 

of floor in the new location.  

“As a result there is no set date for the next 

auction. We will let you know as soon as a 

decision has been made.”    All good. 

 

Unfortunately we also noticed a diatribe against 

PHILAS from Glen Stephens:-  
 

“GOSSIP this month - read of the sale 

of multi-story PHILAS HOUSE in 

central Sydney for $7.3 million.  And 

the frantic moves to secure a new home, 

has allegedly seen them sign up in near 

total secrecy, for a huge galvanised iron 

roofed, large shed, in an industrial 

complex - in SILVERWATER  for $4.6 

MILLION plus all costs, legals, and 

duties, AND 10% GST on 

top!    President stated in writing they 

sought twice the size of current place 

for some reason, whilst their 

membership numbers shrink 

rapidly.  Durrrhhh.  That shed will then 

cost them about another MILLION 

dollars to add some very basic lipstick 

to it, it is suggested, before it can be 

used’ 

  

“TOP SECRET PURCHASE it seems 

clear - bought months back (rumour 

has it) - but not a WORD on their 

website, or their regular 'PHILAS 

NEWS' journal, or even a geographic 

location given, or even a mention in 

their Late Nov. AGM report on their 

website.  I suggested buying a comfy, 

contemporary, ex Church (many for 

sale) in a leafy close to city suburb, 

made FAR more sense, to a fast 

shrinking membership, one which was 

ready to move into immediately, and 

save $$$ Millions.  Or look at making 

the purchasing entity the PHILAS 

Library, which is legally a tax free 

charity.  Did not even occur to anyone 

on high, it seems.” 

 

 “Nary a word, or on their website 

about this purchase - other than they 

allegedly move out this weekend!   Pigs 

Might Fly.   NSW stamp collectors 

allegedly 'own' this resource, and I 

wonder how very few had a single word 

of input?  Also, much discussion of the 

recent PHILAS Auctions, and the very 

heavily raised buyer fees, and other 

VERY strange and concerning goings 

on in there, and the treatment of 

volunteers etc., and their weird inability 

to sell superb stamp material all totally 

donated, all under the new 'leadership' 

there.  Lots of info here on all this -

buy.” 
 

Your editor makes 3 points in reply:-  
 

 No!   PHILAS does not belong in a 

former church in a leafy northern 

suburb of Sydney, and,  

 Silverwater (or the Parramatta district 

in general)  is the demographic centre 

of Sydney, and,  

 Orange Club has every faith in the 

PHILAS executive in making their 

current purchase, because they best 

understand its needs.  
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However now, John Moore, the new president of 

PHILAS, has since issued a letter by e-mail to 

affiliated clubs, dated 26th January 2023:-  
 

On 24th January 2023, final settlement of the sale of the 
three floors owned by Philas at 17 Brisbane Street, 
Darlinghurst, took place. The Brisbane Street premises are 
now effectively closed to the public and all Philas property 
has been removed. Furniture and fittings have been moved 
off site where they will be stored until the refurbishment of 
new premises is complete. It is expected that volunteer staff 
will cease to have access to the former Philas House from 24 
February.  
 

On 19th January we exchanged contracts for the purchase 
of a property at 20 Egerton Street, Silverwater. Final 
settlement of this purchase is expected to occur in late 
February, after which we will begin the refurbishment of 
these new premises. The premises will be used for office 
administration, as a meeting place for Societies, for the 
Philas Library Inc and for processing philatelic material for 
auction. The auctions will also be conducted on these 
premises. The next Philas auction is delayed until the 
refurbishment is complete. 
 

It has not been possible to advise full details of this relocation 
until now because of confidential legal and financial 
arrangements that had to be finalised first. Refurbishment of 
the Silverwater building will take several months.  
 

Philas will suspend operations during this time. In the 
meantime, our mailing address, telephone numbers and 
email addresses will remain the same. Diversions will be in 
place for these services.  
 

This major change to Philas operations (the first in 45 years) 
will leave Philas in a sound financial position. The new 
building is owned outright.  
 
The Silverwater location is handy to Parramatta and other 
major Sydney population centres. We would really like to see 
new volunteers coming from these areas. The current 
custodians of the Association have done our best to secure the 
future of Philas financially. We now need the stamp 
collecting community to step up and ensure that we can 
continue to serve you. We can’t do that without your help.  
 
We will contact you again when the opening date of the new 
premises gets closer and invite you to inspect it and, I hope, 
become part of the team. 
 
Best wishes 

John Moore 

President of Philas. 

 

 
 

20 Egerton Street, Silverwater 
 

THE DEMISE OF THE 

AUSTRALIA DAY STAMP 

Australia Day 2023 has come and gone.  Again 

Australia Post issued no stamps to 

commemorate it.  
 

I suppose its all too controversial now, with 

sections of the community wanting to dump it. 

I know some indigenous Australians don’t 

always like it. They call it Invasion Day - which 

it was to them.   
 

Those of us with Dutch heritage have their 

doubts too.  Didn’t Dirk Hartog claim it as 

Nieuw Holland in 1616 in the ship Endracht?  

When are they going to give it back to the 

Netherlands…at least Western Australia? 
 

Some Dutch folk also secretly hanker for 

getting New York back. That schyster 

Governor Peter Stuyvesant illegally ceded 

Nieuw Amsterdam to the British in 1664.   The 

Dutch had, after all, only pay the Native 

Americans $24 plus beads for Manhattan in 

1624. 
 

Revolutionary France also had a go at claiming 

Australia, but were just pipped by Captain 

Philip in 1788 by a few days. 
 

That Australia  Day annual stamp issue started with 

the 1978 stamp.   It was actually issued on 26th 

January 1978:-  
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There were Australia Day stamp issues up until 

January 1996, although the last few years they 

showed Australian paintings.  These later 

designs were a long way from the ‘flag-waving’ 

designs of the early issues. 
 

Even then Australia Day was starting to get a 

bit controversial.     Instead of having an 

Australia Day stamp issue, Australia Post 

started issuing an annual Australian Legends 

issue in late-January. 

 

 
 

The first one featured two Donald Bradman 

stamps issued on 23rd January 1997.  A mini-

sheet of 10 Australian Legends - Olympics 

stamps were issued the next year on 21st 

January.  These issues went on until the whole 

idea of having the Australian Legends issues 

around about Australia Day lost impetus.  They 

came out at all times of the year.  In 2020, for 

instance the Cricket Legends stamps were 

issued in March. 

 

A stamp & coin club is apolitical and can have 

no views on the merits or otherwise on having 

an Australia Day…..but sometimes we do miss 

the Australia Day stamp issue. 

 

 

 
 

DATES FOR 2023 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 31st January 2023 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly 

mini-fair, Saturday 4th February 2023, 9-

12.30, Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St 

Orange.   

 

.Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 28th February 2023 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Queensland Philatelic Council Bazaar Day, 

26th February 2023, 8.30-3, QPC House 

Wynnum QLD 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly 

mini-fair, Saturday 4th March 2023, 9-12.30, 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St Orange.   

 

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc.  8th March 

2023 meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore 

Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse.  Flags 

display by Alan Mayhew 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 28th March 2023 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly 

mini-fair, Saturday 1st April 2023, 9-12.30, 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St Orange 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp EXPO 2023.  2-day 

weekend show – dates to be determined. 

 

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc. 12th April 

2023 meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore 

Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse.  Trains, 

by Patrick Gunning 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 30th April 2023 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 
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Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly 

mini-fair, Saturday 6th May 2023, 9-12.30, 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St Orange.   

 

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc. 12th April 

2023 meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore 

Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse.  Ladies 

with Altitude: women aviators (part 3) by Ian 

Dolstra 

 
 

Hobart one-frame Stampshow, 19-21 May 

2023 at the Hobart Town Hall. 

 

Wagga 2-Day Coin & Stamp Show, 20 & 

21st May 2023, Sturt Public School, White 

Avenue, Kooringal 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 30th May 2023 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Rockhampton Stamp Club’s Stamp Fair, 
24th June 2023 

 

Petersham Stamp, Coin & Note Fair, 

Sunday 31st July 2023, 9-4, at 107 Crystal St, 

Petersham 
 

Bendigo Stamp Fair, 5th August 2023, 9.30-

3.30 at the Prince of Wales Showground, 

Holmes Road. North Bendigo, Vic. Local & 

Melbourne stamp & coin dealers. 

 

Wagga 2-day Coin & Stamp Show, 25-26th 

November 2023, Sturt Public School, White 

Avenue, Kooringal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks to community radio 2MCE 92.3 Bathurst and 94.7 Orange for their Spring Fair 
2022 publicity 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

The MR Roberts’ Wynyard Coins tables at Orange Spring Fair, 19 & 20 November 2022 
 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 22 WITH “Simpy” 
 
The following items have been sourced from the Australian Post Office Philatelic Service Stamp Preview. 
 
1973 No 4: A new Australian Antarctic series of 12 stamps will be released on 15 August featuring Food Chains 
and Explorers’ Aircraft. 
 
A commemorative postmarker will be used at the 4th Girl Guide Muster, Orange from 26 August until 1 
September. 
 
1973 No 5: Details of the 1973 Christmas stamps and four stamps featuring Architecture were included. 
 
1973 No 6: There was a brief article on Travelling Post Offices including a comment they are regarded as 
“miniature mail exchanges.”  
 
1973 No 7: Details of the 1974 stamp programme were outlined comprising six separate issues. 
 
1974 No 1: Three Australian Paintings stamps will be released on 24 April - $1 Sergeant of Light Horse, 
$2 Red Gums and $4 Shearing the Rams. 
 
There were also short articles on “50th ANNIVERSARY FIRST ROUND AUSTRALIA FLIGHT” and  
“REGISTRATION LABELS ASSOCIATED WITH SPECIAL POSTMARKERS”. 
 
1974 No 2: Details were outlined for National Stamp Week to be celebrated from 7th – 14th October, 1974. 
 
1974 No 3: A short item provided details of the new Melbourne Philatelic Sales Centre located at 175 Elizabeth 
Street opposite the GPO. The centre opened on 10th June 1974.      
 
1974 No 4: Sadly, this Stamp Preview advised details of the “TERMINATION OF LORD HOWE ISLAND FLYING 
BOAT SERVICE” This was one of the last flying boat services anywhere in the world and the last flight was 
expected to be on 10th September 1974. Special philatelic mail would be carried on the last return flight.    
 
At of philatelic societies indicated there were active clubs at Albury, Cootamundra, Cowra, Orange and Wagga 
Wagga. Only Orange and Wagga Wagga survive although the current Wagga Wagga club was established in 
April 1979. 
 
A new pictorial postmarker was introduced at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra on 11th October, replacing 
the non-pictorial postmarker previously in use.  
 
1974: 5: This issue contained details of capital city postmarkers for National Stamp Week. There was also an 
Australia wide list of some of the activities planned for National Stamp Week (Albury and Cootamundra were 
listed but nothing for Orange or Wagga Wagga). 
 
A special Gunning postmarker in relation to the 150th anniversary of the Hume and Hovell expedition would be in 
use from 14th – 21st October. 
 
1974 No 6: A brief one-page Stamp Preview to announce two new stamps in the gemstone series due to a postal 
tariff increase from 1st October. The values were 9 cent (overprint on 8 cent gemstone stamp) and a 10 cent 
value. 
 
From Philatelic Bulletins 
 

March 1976: There was an extensive five-page article on Cocos (Keeling) Islands ship definitive set of 12 
stamps. 
 

Details were given of the Melbourne Post Office Museum located in the old Richmond South Post Office. 
 

June 1976: A detailed eight-page article related to the issue of six x 18 cent stamps commemorating Australian 
explorers – Hume & Hovell. Ernest Giles, John Oxley, John Forest, PE Warburton and W Gosse. 
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  The next few articles relate to Rob Willis’ talk for the January 2023 meeting:-  
 

The 1927 Canberra Florin - Australia's First 

Commemorative Coin 

 

 
 

The 1927 Canberra florin is Australia’s first commemorative coin - enough of them remain 

available today to confirm that no Australian was to miss out on their own memento from the 

opening of the building that was Australia’s democratic heart. It remains everyman’s coin, a 

poignant link to an era when Australians were aware of their nation’s move to political 

independence. 

 

Old Parliament House – the Political Heart of a New Nation 

The building now known as the “Old” Parliament House was opened on May 9th 1927. In 

Canberra’s early years, Parliament House was the social, geographic and political heart of the new 

Australian capital. It served as the home of Federal Parliament until 1988. 

 

The sixty years during which Old Parliament House served as a working parliament were a time of 

enormous change for Australia. The country grew from an Imperial Dominion to a nation in its own 

right. Over that time, Old Parliament House was “…the theatre in which the politics of the day were 

played out and momentous decisions made.” 
 

 A Special Issue Worthy of the Occasion, With Plenty to go Around 

In January 1927, the Australian print media proudly announced that “A florin of special design is to be 

issued in Australia to commemorate the opening of the Federal Parliament at Canberra on May 9, by 

His Royal Highness the Duke of York”. 
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Parliament House was opened by the Duke of York and his wife Elizabeth, Duchess of York.  The Duke 

of York later became King George VI. The Duke opened Parliament House with a gold key. 

 

The Acting Prime Minister, Sir Earle Page stated that “…it was felt that the historical occasion justified 

a special currency issue..”, and further that “…the issue of the special coin would provide a ready 

means by which everybody in the Commonwealth could retain a memento of the occasion.” 

The Australian population is recorded as being 6.25 million in 1927, which explains why the mintage 

was set at two million coins and every Australian that wanted one was to be given the opportunity of 

getting it. The Governor of the Commonwealth Bank at the time, Ernest Riddle, confirmed this unstated 

policy of universal availability when he publicly stated in the week before the big day that “…there will 

be plenty of these florins to go round, and the public need not scramble for them.” 

Interestingly, the very first news articles discussing the new florin stated that the reverse design “…will 

include the coats-of-arms of the different States.” This description of course differs completely from the 

design that was seen in circulation around the nation just a few months later. 

Although the official opening of Parliament House was scheduled for Monday 9th May 1927, as that 

was a public holiday in the ACT, it was decided to release the coin “…at the Commonwealth Bank at 

Canberra on May 7, so that residents of and visitors to the Federal capital will have facilities to 

obtain…” them. For the rest of the country, “The florin will be available at the head branches of all 

banks in each capital city on May 9.” 

The Rush Was Heavy – Extra Tellers Were Terrifically Busy 

The scenes on the morning of May 9th at just one bank in Sydney demonstrates that the public were 

keen to get their hands on our nation’s first commemorative coin “At the Commonwealth Bank, in 

Pitt-street for example, about £5,000 worth of the commemorative florin was paid to a crowd which 

assembled in long queues, and kept six extra tellers terrifically busy. About 10,000 people 

demanded florins at this one bank. The rush was heavy at all other banks too].” 
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The Royal Mint Annual Report for 1927 includes several comments by the Deputy Master of the 

Melbourne Mint regarding the Canberra florin: 

“From the paucity of coins at present in circulation, nine months after the date of issue, it is evident 

that the issue has been well received by the public, by whom, it would appear, a large portion has 

been absorbed.” Deputy Master William Robins went on to state that “Much care was given to 

making the special issue of Canberra florins worthy of the occasion.” 

Several newspaper articles of the day questioned just how long the public might be inclined to keep 

their new florins out of circulation, however there is no evidence to doubt that Kruger-

Gray's reverse design and MacKennal's portrait of the King were universally regarded as being 

suitable. 
 

Although there was clearly strong demand for the Canberra florin as a memento when it was first 

released, the number seen in heavily circulated condition today clearly show that over time at least, 

the purchasing power of the Canberra florin exceeded its appeal as a memento. 

 

High at the Steps and Ear 

A paper written by William Mullet on the history of the Melbourne Mint discusses the challenges 

that Mint staff faced in striking the Canberra florin: - “The design was high at the steps of 

Parliament House and relatively high directly opposite. It was hard to get adequate reproduction of 

the King's ear on the obverse.” Discerning collectors will be aware that it is quite difficult to obtain 

a Canberra florin with “full steps”, where each broad step leading to the entrance of Parliament 

House has been struck sharply, and is distinct. 
 

When we consider that just 15 weeks passed between date the coin was publicly announced and the 

date it was released to the public, those challenges are made clear. If we presume that 2 weeks were 

allowed for to distribute the coins from Melbourne to all points of the compass, and that the reverse 

die made a four to six week journey from London to Melbourne via ship that leaves just 7-9 weeks 

for the Melbourne Mint to strike 2 million coins. That is not an onerous timeframe by any means, 

however it clearly didn’t leave sufficient time for significant adjustments to be made. 

 

 The Proof 1927 Canberra Florin – Sold Without a Case for 2/6 

There was a great deal of newspaper coverage on the Canberra florins stuck for circulation, however no 

news at all was published regarding Australia’s second commercially available proof coin. 

Research by John Sharples indicates that the proof Canberra florin had a mintage of 400 coins, and that 

they were sold “…without a case for two shillings and sixpence.”    Whether that statement implies 

some were also sold with a case is not yet clear. Subsequent research by Vince Verheyen, to be 

published in a forthcoming book on Australia's pre-decimal proof coinage, indicates that the actual 

mintage figure could be as low as 200 coins. 

Peter Hutchinson, an experienced dealer in pre-decimal proof coins, has stated a belief that “The 

number of coins available on the market today would suggest that somewhere between 150 and 300 

coins were sold.” 

Two of the main buyers of the proof coins were the prestigious London auction house of Baldwin’s, as 

well as the “Keeper of Coins” at the Art Gallery of South Australia, James Hunt Deacon. Baldwin’s are 

known to have acquired 25 proof Canberra florins, while Hunt-Deacon is known to have purchased 48. 
 

The purchase price of a proof Canberra florin of 2/6 was equivalent to around 2 days wages for the 

average worker in 1927, which may explain a possible lack of demand for the more exclusive and 

expensive version of Australia’s first commemorative coin. 
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If the nation’s media was correct in stating that the Australian public clamoured for the circulating coins 

when they were first released, and if the Deputy Master of the Melbourne Mint was correct in stating 

that the vast majority of the two million coins struck had been removed from circulation, surely it is 

unlikely that 100 - 250 of the exclusive proofs were unsold. 

In the absence of any empirical information confirming that a portion of the 400 coins struck were 

unsold and presumably destroyed, Hutchinson’s observation of a low survival rate of the 1927 proof 

Canberra florin may be in fact explained by the same financial imperative that caused so many of the 

circulating coins to be treated as a medium of exchange rather than as keepsakes. 

The Great Depression followed just a few years after these coins were struck, which was a period of 

hardship that would have tested the resolve of all but the most determined numismatists. 

 Identifying a Proof Strike – Die Markers Abound 

It can be quite difficult for the novice to identify the differences between a proof Canberra Florin 

and one struck for circulation. A detailed article by Vince Verheyen identifies a series of points used 

by numismatists to authenticate a proof strike, such as surface characteristics and die markers. 
 

Even the most heavily circulated example of Australia’s first commemorative coin remains a 

tangible link to the times when every Australian was aware of the nation’s move towards political 

independence. A “Gem” condition example with “full steps” is a premium example for collectors of 

circulating coinage, while a proof striking is a truly exclusive memento of the opening of the 

building that was Australia’s democratic heart. 

 

 

The 1934-35 Centenary Florin 
 

 
 

1934-35 Centennial Florin with portrait of King George V 

 

The 1934-35 Centenary Florin was issued to commemorate the anniversary of the founding of 

Victoria (1834 – 1934) and the establishment of Melbourne (1835 – 1935). Originally 75,000 of 
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these coins were struck intending to be sold as souvenirs by the Melbourne Centenary Committee 

for 3 shillings (3/-). The Committee had their one and only outlet in the Melbourne Town Hall on 

Swanston Street in the Melbourne CBD. It appears that the Committee made the decision during 

celebrations to make the coin available for sale from selected branches of the State Savings Bank 

(of Victoria).  

 

 
 

Toward the end of 1935 the majority of the 75,000-mintage remained unsold, and it is conjectured 

that the public was anticipating being able to obtain the coins for face value once the Centenary 

Celebrations were over. Due to the problems selling the coins at above face value a Victorian 

department store, Foy and Gibson, purchased 30,000 of the coins from the Committee and handed 

out the Centenary Florins in Foy Bags as part of customer’s change. 
 

At the conclusion of the celebrations 21,595 of the Centenary florins were returned to the Royal 

Mint in Melbourne where they were melted resulting in a final mintage of 53,405. There was much 

criticism of Gray’s reverse design of the nude male figure at the time. Even today, the coin remains 

unusual for a few reasons. Firstly, you’ll note that that this coin has two dates (1934 and 1935) 

because it commemorated two events. It’s not often you’ll find a coin with two dates on it!  

 

Secondly, the portrait of King George V on the obverse was sculpted by English sculptor Percy 

Metcalf, the only time his portrait was used on an Aussie coin (although it was used on other coins 

of the British Commonwealth). Finally, it can be argued that coin itself was never actually meant to 

be spent as it (initially at least) was sold above face value (3/- shillings) as a souvenir of the 

https://www.australian-coins.com/the-australian-florin/foy-bags/
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Centenary celebrations by the Melbourne Centenary Committee. This makes it, the first Australian 

non-circulating legal tender (NCLT) or collector coin, something truly unusual for the time. 

 

The 1951 Federation Florin 
 

 

1951 Federation Florin with portrait of King George VI 

 

This Australian Florin was struck to commemorate 50 years of Australian federation in 1951. The 

reverse was sculpted by (William) Leslie Bowles, an Australian sculptor from Victoria (who 

incidentally also designed the reverse of the 1954 Royal Visit Florin). The design incorporates the 5 

stars of the Southern Cross and the 7-pointed Federation star. The sword and the mace are from the 

Canberra coat of arms. The Imperial crown incorporated into the design is symbolic of the British 

parliamentary traditions we inherited. There was some controversy at the time the coin was issued 

as it commemorated an Australian event, yet the designer, Bowles, depicted the Southern Cross as 

found on the Victorian state Coat of Arms. Depicting the crown above the Southern Cross is a 

further reflection of the Victorian origins of the design, as a similar arrangement is found on that 

state’s arms. The Australian arms should show the Federation Star atop the cross, and the crown 

below. The Federation 2/- in 1951 was the first Australian silver commemorative coin struck on q-

metal (de-based 50% silver) coin blanks. 

 

These 1951 Federation florin was hoarded extensively and are not hard to find in uncirculated 

condition. Furthermore, they are usually well struck and the even the most critical of collectors 

won’t have to look too long to find one they like. 

https://www.australian-coins.com/the-australian-florin/the-1954-royal-visit-florin/
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HERE’S ANOTHER ORANGE SLOGAN POSTMARK 
 

Over the years the Universal postmarking machine at Orange Post Office has used a variety of 

slogan cancels from 1940 to 1995. As well as the ubiquitous State-wide ones, there were special 

slogan dies produced for Orange Cherry Blossom Festival, the Orange Show etc.    A new one, just 

seen, from 1973 gives the message: - “COLOUR YOUR THINKING / “ORANGE”.    
 

 

 

 
 

These two O.H.M.S. covers, shown above, came from Donald Adams.  They almost certainly were 

posted from Orange’s recently-closed Crown Lands Office.   The window-faced envelope, at the 

top, is also a “cert” for being posted to the Registrar Generals Office in Sydney. 

 

The Club were able to inspect the electrically-operated Universal postmarking machine, when we 

visited the Orange Post Office in 1998. It had not long been retired and was upstairs. It was 

replaced by postmarking at the Bathurst Mail Centre.  They don’t even do that at Bathurst any 

more.  
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SCIENTISTS ON STAMPS: ANGELO SECCHI 
If you find collecting Australian stamps to no longer be a challenge, why not start thematic 
collecting.  A good start might be to look for stamps showing notable scientists. 
 
Angelo Secchi (28 June 1818 – 26 February 1878) was one who was able to make huge 
contributions to astronomy.  His work, though, is not always familiar to Australians. 
 

 
 

Vatican City stamp issue of 6th September 2018 

 
Secchi was born in Reggio Emilia, where he studied at the Jesuit College.   At the age of 
16, he entered the Jesuit Order in Rome. He continued his studies at the Roman College, 
and demonstrated great scientific ability. In 1839, he was appointed tutor of mathematics 
and physics at the college. In 1841, he became professor of physics at the Jesuit College 
in Loreto. In 1844, he began theological studies in Rome, and was ordained a priest on 12 
September 1847.  
 
1848 was the year of the Roman Revolution, when the Pope temporarily lost his rule over 
the Papal Sates that made up central Italy.  A republic was declared in 1849, but Napoleon 
III invaded from France and the Pope was restored.  In 1848 the Republicans ordered the 
Jesuits to leave Rome.  
 

Angelo Secchi spent the next two years in the United Kingdom at Stonyhurst College, 
where he met the Jesuit astronomer, Alfred Weld, then in charge of the Stonyhurst 
Observatory. He may have inspired him to take up the science. Secchi then moved on to 
the United States, where he taught for a time at Georgetown University in Washington, 
D.C.  

During his stay in America, he met Commander Matthew Fontaine Maury, the first director 
of the United States Naval Observatory in Washington. He studied with Maury and 
corresponded with him for many years.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reggio_Emilia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loreto_(AN)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Orders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Republic_(19th_century)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonyhurst_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Weld
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgetown_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_Fontaine_Maury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Naval_Observatory
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He returned to Rome in 1850. On the recommendation of his late colleague, Francesco de 
Vico, he became head of the astronomical observatory of the college at age 32. In 1853, 
under his direction, the crumbling observatory was relocated to a new facility on top of 
the Sant'Ignazio Church (the chapel of the college).  Secchi served as director until his death.   

His position was challenged after 1870, when the remnant of the Papal States around 
Rome was taken over by the Kingdom of Italy. The Pope was forced to become a 
“prisoner” in the Vatican.    In 1873, the college was declared property of the new Italian 
government. When the government moved to take over the observatory as well, Secchi 
protested vigorously, and threatened to leave the observatory for one of several positions 
offered to him by foreign observatories. He was offered important scientific positions and 
political dignities by the government, but refused to pledge allegiance to the Kingdom in 
place of the Pope. The new Italian royal government did not dare to interfere with him, and 
he continued as director.  

He died in 1878 at age 59, in Rome. 

 

Bust of Secchi at Picio in Rome 

Secchi was especially interested in the Sun, which he observed continually throughout his 
career. He was the first person to state authoritatively that the sun was a star. 

 He observed and made drawings of solar eruptions and sunspots, and compiled records 
of sunspot activity. 

 In 1860 and 1870, he organized expeditions to observe solar eclipses. 

 He proved that the solar corona and coronal prominences observed during a solar eclipse 
were part of the Sun, and not artefacts of the eclipse. 

 He discovered solar spicules. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francesco_de_Vico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francesco_de_Vico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sant%27Ignazio_Church,_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papal_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Italy_(1861%E2%80%931946)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunspot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_eclipse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_corona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_spicule
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Vatican stamp Issue of 25 June 1979: Secchi, his spectroscope and the sun 

However, his main area of interest was astronomical spectroscopy. He invented the 
heliospectrograph, star spectrograph, and telespectroscope. He showed that 
certain absorption lines in the spectrum of the Sun were caused by absorption in the 
Earth's atmosphere. 

 

Starting in 1863, he began collecting the spectra of stars, accumulating some 4,000 stellar 
spectrograms. Through analysis of this data, he discovered that the stars come in a limited 
number of distinct types and subtypes, which could be distinguished by their different spectral 
patterns. From this concept, he developed the first system of stellar classification: the 
five Secchi classes. While his system was superseded by the Harvard system, he still stands 
as discoverer of the principle of stellar classification, which is a fundamental element 
of astrophysics. His recognition of molecular bands of carbon radicals in the spectra of some 
stars made him the discoverer of carbon stars, which made one of his spectral classes. 

Secchi was also active in oceanography, meteorology, and physics, as well as astronomy. 

He invented the Secchi disk, which is used to measure water transparency in oceans, lakes 
and fish farms. He studied the climate of Rome and invented a "Meteorograph" for the 
convenient recording of several categories of weather data. He also studied the aurora 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomical_spectroscopy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Absorption_lines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spectrum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atmosphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stellar_classification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stellar_classification#Secchi_classes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stellar_classification#Harvard_spectral_classification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrophysics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molecular_band_emission#Radiation_from_molecules
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radical_(chemistry)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_stars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oceanography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meteorology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secchi_disk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aurora_borealis
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borealis, the effects of lightning, and the cause of hail. He organized the systematic 
monitoring of the Earth's magnetic field, and in 1858 established a magnetic observatory in 
Rome. 

Secchi also performed related technical works for the Papal government, such as overseeing 
placement of sundials and repair or installation of municipal water systems. In 1854–1855, he 
supervised an exact survey of the Appian Way in Rome.  

 

Secchi disks continue to be used to measure transpeancy in water 

 

 

Italian €2.50 self-adhesive stamp of 28th June 2018 
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THE CARCOAR MAIL ROBBERY OF 1863 
 

It was on 19th September 1863 that John Gilbert, John O’Meally and another unidentified 
felon (with his face covered – was it Ben Hall?) waited in ambush about 2km south of Blayney 
for the mail coach from Carcoar to Penrith.  The site is where the turn-off into the Blayney Golf 
Club from the Mid-Western Highway is now.  The site, is still hilly and a little scrubby. The hill 
is actually the ridge just to south of Blayney that overlooks it. It would have caused the mail 
coach had to slow down.  
 
Blayney at that time was a very small village and did not assume the look of a town until the 
railway arrived in 1877.  After Bathurst, in 1863 Carcoar was the next largest main town in the 
Central West. 
 
September 1863 had been a bad month in the Central West for mail robberies.  Foley had 
held up the Mudgee mail coach earlier in the month, and a few days before the Carcoar heist, 
the Rockley mail coach was robbed just 6km south of Bathurst.  There was much public 
agitation at what was seen as a break-down in “law and order” amongst the business classes. 
Most ordinary folk, however,  were bemused with the antics of the bushrangers and the 
troopers inability to stop them. 

 
 

The Carcoar to Penrith coach was operated by Cobb & Co. The driver was a Mr Ferguson 
 
Before the mail coach arrived eight travellers, on foot and on horseback were accosted.  One 
was a New South Wales trooper, who was returning from Carcoar, where he had been on 
duty. He was relieved of his uniform.  They also took his carbine. The three bushrangers 
wanted to render it useless so they pulled the trigger to discharge the contents of the barrel in 
the air. This didn’t work as then gun’s lock was stuck, so struck the gun’s barrel across a log.  
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The coach driver later joked that the gun would then only been “good for shooting round 
corners”. 

 
 

The site of the robbery today from the Blayney Golf Course.  The guide posts of the 
Mid-Western Highway, now raised up on a bank, can be seen in the background 
 

As soon as the mail coach approached Gilbert & O’Meally told the drover to “pull-up”.    The 
coach driver did.  
 

The bushrangers searched the coach and found some cheese and damper which they ate. 
The remainder they took with them. 

 
John O’Meally 

 

The bushrangers led the coach off the roadway and unharnessed the horses. They then 
proceeded to cut open the mail bags.  They spread the letters on the ground and opened all 
of them except two.  Six letters were registered ones and contained cheques to the value of 
over £500 and bank drafts which they merely looked at, before throwing them on the ground.  
It was a period before modern banknotes became popular. 
 

None of the persons detained were tied or were in any way physically abused. Instead there 
were “treated to the best jokes of the bushrangers”. One of them did stand back at a distance 
and kept everyone covered with his revolver as they were being searched.    
 

The others were relieved of their valuables…sort of. 
 

They took £5 from the sole coach passenger, but returned him “10 shillings for expenses”.  
One of the bushrangers put his hand into the mailman’s pocket. Another told him not to take 
anything as he was “a good fellow, having brought them a cache”.  If they found only silver 
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coins on those bailed up, they immediately returned it – neither would they have anything to 
do with watches. 
 

A person named Watson had been bailed up before the coach arrived. He was riding a 
racehorse called Retriever. It was on its way back to its owner on the Lachlan River. The 
robbers took the horse but returned the saddle and bridle. They chided that he was a “native” 
and would “not suffer him to go on foot”.  They presented him to one of their own horses.  
The mail coach was detained about 3 hours.  They were all “suffered to proceed with the 
good wishes of Gilbert and Co.”  
 

 
 

Gilbert threatens Beardmore 
 

On the way north, towards Blayney, after leaving the scene, the bushrangers accosted Mr 
O.C. Beardmore, a previous police magistrate at Carcoar. He was on horseback and was 
stopped. He had his cheque-book on him. With some pluck he proposed to O’Meally to draw 
a cheque immediately for £30 and fight any of the bushrangers at 12 paces. O’Meally jokingly 
replied “What a fool I should be, for if you shot me, my mates would shoot you, and nothing 
would be gained”.  The only other item of value he had was a gold ring, which was returned to 
him after he pleaded to keep it.  
 

The coach driver, after re-attaching the horses, also left the scene and headed north. He 
reported to Bathurst Police and continued on the overnight journey to Penrith.   The sole 
passenger left the coach and continued on another coach to Orange. 
 
The twice a week Cobb & Co coach service to Penrith (the then railhead), via Bathurst, 
started from Carcoar. 
 

James Rutherford had only moved his Cobb & Co business from Victoria to Bathurst in June 
1863.   It had offices in Bathurst, but his horses were agisted on the Thomas Icely’s 
Coombing Park Estate at Carcoar and the Rothery Brothers Cliefden homestead 20km from 
Carcoar. Rutherford purchased Coombing Park in 1881.  
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Seven weeks before the Carcoar mail hold-up, on 2nd August 1863, Ben Hall, Micky Burke 
and John Vane, other members of the gang, had tried to steal a racehorse from Coombing 
Park, but were rebuffed after a shoot-out.  Your editor has seen the bullet holes still in the 
door. 
 
Even earlier on Thursday 30th July 1863, John Gilbert and John O’Meally had decided to rob 
the Commercial Bank in Carcoar. 
 

 
 

The former Commercial Bank in Carcoar is now a private residence 
 

They approached from the Blayney side of town about midday. The bank manager was 
chatting in the street and commented the two men looked suspicious.  
 

The only person in the bank was Joseph Parker the accountant. Gilbert went to the counter 
while O’Meally guarded the door.   When Gilbert got to the counter he presented an old 
cheque to Parker. When Parker looked up he faced a revolver.  
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While this was happening, the manager, James MacDonald reached the door and O’Meally 
said “Come in mate”.   Gilbert was distracted and Joseph Parker dropped behind the counter 
and seized a loaded revolver.  He fired two shots in the air. 
 
MacDonald managed to escape out the door and called for help. People came running to 
investigate the commotion. One woman, Miss Harrison tried to free the robber’s horses but 
stopped when they threatened to shoot anyone who interfered with their escape.  
 

It was Australia’ first daylight bank robbery. 
 

They mounted their horses, headed north, to Caloola, now utterly defunct gold mining village. 
It doesn’t appear on most maps but it was halfway along the road between Trunkey Creek 
and Bathurst. 
 

They mounted their horses and headed overland, north-east to Caloola.   Caloola is now an 
utterly defunct and abandoned gold mining village. It doesn’t appear on most maps but it was 
halfway along the road between Trunkey Creek and Bathurst. 
 

There  Gilbert, O'Meally, Vane and Mick Burke (for the second time within two months) stuck 
up Mr Stanley Hosie’s general store at Caloola.    
 

They secured Hosie with handcuffs taken from the three troopers they robbed the day before, 
and then rounded up the blacksmith and another man living opposite and the village 
shoemaker, handcuffing all three.  Hosie’s store was also the Caloola Post Office (1858 to 
1931). The postal side of the business had virtually nothing of value. The few stamps were not 
a priority for the bushrangers.     
 

They did steal £20 in notes and £5 in silver coins from the till of the general store.    They also 
stole 2 horses from Hosie’s paddock. They brought them over to load up with goods from the 
store:- groceries, liquor, four ladies dresses, a roll of best tweed cloth, a shotgun, gun powder 
and lead ball shot.    These had a value of £300. 
 
The gang then returned to their hide-out to make plans for more robberies: - at Coombing 
Park, and the Carcoar mail-coach, already described.  
 

On 3rd October 1863 they raided Bathurst which then had a population of 6,000. On 12th 
October they raided Canowindra and held the town to ransom for 3 days. Strangely the police 
didn’t interfere with them and no banks or the post office were robbed. 
 

In October 1864 Gilbert returned from a “break” in Victoria.  
 
16th November 1864 saw the Hall, Gilbert & John Dunn strike the Gundagai to Yass mail 
coach at a hill, 8km on the Yass side of Jugiong. The locality was called Black Springs. 
 
Earlier that day, dozens of travellers were bailed up, including diggers, teamsters, 
squatters and Chinese, who were robbed then kept prisoner on the opposite side of a hill 
to shield them from the road. The gang intended to rob the mail coach that was due that 
afternoon. A trooper named McLaughlin was bailed up and added to the collective.  
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Sketch of John Gilbert, 1863 

 

Mr Sheahan, of Jugiong, the mail contractor, and Mr. Bradbury, of Queanbeyan, were 
passengers by the coach, and had alighted to walk up the hill. They were some distance in 
advance of the coach, Mr. Sheahan being a few yards ahead of Mr. Bradbury. The former 
was in the act of pointing out the spot where the mail was stuck up a few weeks before, 
when three horsemen appeared on top of the hill. They spread out and bailed up these 
two walkers and the mail coach following. 
 

Six mail bags were sliced open and cash and cheques taken from letters.  The bushrangers 
told their prisoners that the cheques were not a lot of use to them and consented that Mr 
Sheahan and Mr Bradbury could continue with them and the remains of the mail to the Yass 
Post Office.  
 

Not long after the coach had stopped the gang were surprised by the police escort riding 
behind. A horseback gunfight ensued. During the gunfight Gilbert shot Sergeant Edmund 
Parry in the back, killing him instantly. This was the point of no return for Gilbert. 
 

October 1864 had been a bad month for mail coach robberies. There had been two a week 
on the main Southern Road 
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Sticking up the Gundagai mail coach at Black Springs near Jugiong, 16 November 1864 
 
When he was about 20 years old, Gilbert had been living in New South Wales near Forbes. 
He became a member of a gang which was led by Frank Gardiner. Another member of the 
gang was Ben Hall. With Gardiner and Hall, John Gilbert was involved with the biggest gold 
robbery in Australia's history: in 1862 the gang robbed a coach carrying gold 
at Eugowra.  After the robbery, Gardiner had gone to Queensland to hide from the police. 
John Gilbert went to New Zealand When he came back in May 1863, he started a new gang 
with Ben Hall. 

In 1865 after another policeman was killed by another member of the gang, John Dunn, 
members of the gang were declared outlaws. This meant they could be killed by anyone at 
any time. The police killed Ben Hall near Forbes on May 5, 1865. 

On May 13, 1865 Gilbert and Dunn went to hide at John Kelly's (Dunn's grandfather) 
house. Kelly told the police at Binalong where the two bushrangers were hiding so he 
could get the reward money.  The police went to the house, but Gilbert and Dunn climbed 
out a window and ran down to Billabong Creek to escape into the bush. Constable King 
and Dunn were both shot. Gilbert was shot and killed when he stopped to shoot back 
at Constable John Bright. After an inquest to record how he died, he was buried at 
Binalong in the field where the police kept their horses.  Gilbert was described as 
“bad” criminal. He had been in 630 robberies. 
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Gilbert was shot through the heart by Constable John Bright an died instantly. Dunn got away. 
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Gilberts grave near Binalong in the old Police Paddock. He was 23 when he died 

John O'Meally (June 1840 – 19 November 1863), known informally as 'Jack' O'Meally. He 
was recruited to join the Gardiner–Hall gang to carry out the gold escort 
robbery near Eugowra in June 1862. O'Meally became a member of the group of 
bushrangers led by Johnny Gilbert and Ben Hall, which committed many robberies in the 
central west of New South Wales. Considered to be the most violent and hot-headed of 
the group, O'Meally was probably responsible for two murders during this time. Jack 
O'Meally was shot and killed during an attack on the 'Goimbla' station homestead, not far 
off the Eugowra Road, in November 1863. 

 

Goimbla homestead the scene of John O’Meally’s shooting in November 1863.  The 
homestead burned down in 1931 
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