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Phil and Win. Morehouse with customers from out-of-town at the Club’ 2023 Spring
Fair on sat 18" November
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THE NEXT ORANGE COIN &

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON

THIS TUESDAY 30" JANUARY
2024 at 7.30.

Our current monthly meeting is at the
Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30 on this
Tuesday 30" January 2024

Our next monthly coin & stamp mini-
fair is in the Orange Cultural Centre is
not until Saturday 3" February from 9
to about 12.30pm.

There is no mini-fair in January 2024.
The next one in 2024 will be held on
Saturday morning 3" February 2024

Our meetings and the monthly fair are
held in the Orange Cultural Centre
building Sale St, Orange. It’s the
building that used to be a school. It’s on
the right hand side as you enter the
Woolworths Car Park. The building is
sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but
entrance is from the mini-park on the
Sale St frontage.

THE JANUARY 30th MEETING
TALK WILL BE BY NEW MEMBER
DAVID BURNS ON THE SUEZ
CANAL STAMP FORGERIES
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YES......STANLEY GIBBONS
HAS GONE INTO
RECEIVERSHIP

The 167-year old company, which is one of
the most prominent names in the stamp and
coin collecting world, collapsed just before
Christmas. Stanley Gibbons has just been
placed into Administration by Price
Waterhouse Coopers. Unsecured creditors
look like they will not be paid

The entire organization, including all
employees, brands and assets, as well as

items on consignment for auction and storage,

were immediately transferred to a newly-fOI’med
company called Strand Collectibles Group.

Gibbons’ ultimate ownership remains the
same: Phoenix Asset Management Partners, a
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holding company that is, in turn, owned by a
number of investors.

Chief executive Tom Pickford said that this
was an ‘important moment in the long history’
of Stanley Gibbons, which is the world’s
oldest rare stamp seller, and its dealing arm
AH Baldwin.

It will continue its auctions and private
dealings for stamps, coins, medals and other
collectibles and has secured investment to
expand.

It will launch a digital stamp collecting
experience and continue to publish catalogues,
magazines and albums for collectors, Pickford
said.

The momentum was supposed to start with
Stanley Gibbons hosting an online auction for
stamps and covers of Asia on January 10.
Pickford, who has run the business since
September 2022, said: ‘Everyone at Strand
Collectibles is excited about the future and we
look forward to helping you to develop your
collection in 2024 and beyond.’

It comes just over a year after Phoenix — the
biggest shareholder — took Stanley Gibbons off
the London stock market.

Shares in Stanley Gibbons traded in London
for 20 years before it was taken private.

It claims its roots can be traced back to 1856
after its eponymous founder was born in 1840,
the year that the world’s first adhesive stamp —
the Penny Black — was issued.

It lost £2.9million last year, having made a loss
of £2.6million in the previous year.

The U.K.’s November Stamps Magazine
reported that Stanley Gibbons were licencing
the production and distribution of its stamp
albums & accessories to Dauwalders of
Salisbury.

Stanley Gibbons were to continue to provide
the designs of album pages, but Dewaulders
wil take over all aspects of manufacture &
fulfilment, including the Davo range of
products.
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The accessories were meant to be available
from the Stanley Gibbons shop in London,
but mail order was to be handled by Salisbury
from 16™ October 2023.

Dewaulders have been trading for 65 years
and have been specialising in albums and
accessories, including the Lighthouse and
Hawid brands.

Stanley Gibbons had also published in late-
2023 the 2024 edition of their
Commonwealth & British Empire Catalogue
1840-1970 priced at £94.95.

What happens to their catalogue publishing is
now the question.

NO MORE PRINTED APF NEWS

Every now and then a package would arrive
with 3 to 5 APF News’ - from the national
body - the Australian Philatelic Federation.

Now the editor of APF News has e-mailed us
asking for assistance in delivering APF News
to members.

The APF News was normally printed three
times a year and posted to about 1,500
recipients across Australia and overseas, plus
a few hundred as a digital version. It was a
glossy, part-colour publication, added to
which was the cost of postage, and it would
have cost a “bomb” to produce.

The APF had planned to go digital from this
year, but due to “circumstances beyond its
control,” it had been forced to start one issue
early. So they sent us a pdf file of the
November 2023 issue.

Your secretary has been instructed to forward
this version to all our members that have email
addresses. It’s a big 10mb file. I do know some
of our coin-collecting members won’t want a
copy. Something for the January meeting to
discuss.
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THE NEXT PHILAS AUCTION

Apparently an auction of bulk material on
hand is planned to take place between April
13 and 28. But there are zoning problems in
using 10 Egerton St in Silverwater, PHILAS’
new home.

Philas Update - January 2024

PHILAS are currently accepting
consignments for upcoming auctions:

A bulk only auction in April 2024 - open for
submissions until mid-February.

Later in 2024, there will be an auction
featuring higher quality materials.

Please contact Michael Nibbs on 0466 228
182 before visiting Silverwater, as they do not
have staff on-site every day.

The new auction manager, Mike Nibbs,
reports that the ExCo were looking for a
school hall as auction venue during school
holidays if Parramatta Council does not allow
onsite auctions. Schools have onsite parking
and security systems which make them ideal
venues for Philas auctions.

Pending Parramatta Council’s decision, either
auction day only, or all pre- and post-auction
functions may have to go off-site.

LUCKNOW GOLD-FIELDS
MEDALLION
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Members may have noticed the recently-
produced, gold-plated, 28%mm-diameter
medal commemorating gold-mining at
Lucknow.

It’s available from the Council’s Orange
Visitors Centre for $6. It’s encapsulated in a
plastic case.

OUR ORANGE SPRING FAIR 2023
DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP
SUPPORTING THEM

e Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710
WwWw.wynyardcoins.com.au

e A Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from
Canberra) — PO Box 53, MITCHELL,
A.C.T. 2911, ph. (02) 6255 4044)
Buying and Selling

¢ Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard
Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800;
Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02)
6362 2368, E-mail:
howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying
and Selling — Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

e Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown.
NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email —
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-
wide stamps bought and sold

e Pacific Rim Coins (Chris Beusnell)
Level 3/ 1 Central Avenue, Lane Cove
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Ph 9418 6493. Website:
www.pacificrimcoins.com.au

DATES FOR 2023 & 2024

Orange Coin & Stamp Club January 2024
monthly meeting. 7.30pm 30" January 2024
at the Orange Cultural Centre

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 9-
12ish Saturday 3" February 2024 at the
Orange Cultural Centre

Nanango Stamp Fair, Saturday 3™ February
2024, at the Nanango High School, Qld, 9-3.

The Manly Warringah club’s monthly stamp
fair due to be held on Saturday 3 February has
been cancelled because the venue is required for
a rugby league function. The club looks forward
to seeing everyone at the next stamp fair on 2
March.

Logan City Stamp Fair, Saturday 19
February 2024, 9-3, Tudor Park Community
Centre, 71-78 Clarks Road, Loganholme, Qld

Orange Coin & Stamp Club February 2024
monthly meeting. 7.30pm 27" February
2024 at the Orange Cultural Centre

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 9-
12ish Saturday 2" March 2024 at the Orange
Cultural Centre

Maryborough (Vic) Club’s Stamp Auction,
Tuesday 19™ March 2024. Viewing from
5.30, Auction 7pm, Mill House, 88-90 Bourke
St, Maryborough, Vic. Contact Grey 5460
5008.

Gladstone & District Philatelic Society
Stamp Fair 23 & 24 March 2024, Yaralla
Sports Club, Cnr O’Connell & Bell Streets,
Gladstone QId

Orange Coin & Stamp Club March 2024
monthly meeting. 7.30pm 26" March 2024 at
the Orange Cultural Centre
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Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 9-
12ish Saturday 6™ April 2024 at the Orange
Cultural Centre

Wagga Club’s 2-day Stamp & Coin Show,
18" & 19" May 2024, Sturt Public School.
White Avenue, Kooringal

Rockhampton Stamp Club’s Stamp Fair
2024. Saturday 8™ June 2024 at the
Frenchville Sports Club

Canberra Stampshow (NATSTAMP 2024)
Half-National. 13-15 September 2024.

Toowoomba National 1-frame Stampshow
is planned for 11-13 October 2024. Details
yet to be announced.

Wagga Club’s 2-day Stamp & Coin Show,
23" & 24t November 2024, Sturt Public
School. White Avenue, Kooringal

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER
AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE
CcLUB

Items for this newsletter are always required. You
do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.
They need to be posted to the Editor, who is also
the secretary at the Club’s postal address: -PO
Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or better still e-mailed
in Word format (pictures as jpg files) to: -
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au

Phone 02 63 614 872

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO CASH!
GET SOME PAGES READY FOR THE
CLUB’S EXCHANGE BOOK

Colin needs coin and stamp pages for the next

stamp circuit book and the next coin/note circuit
books

Colin can be contacted direct at Email:
ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634


mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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"Do you really think giving them free stamps
will make them go away?"

M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000

Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au

Wynyard Coin Centre at our 2023 Spring Fair
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CINC

92.3 & 94.7
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Thanks also to community radio 2MCE 92.3 Bathurst and 94.7 Orange for their EXPO 2023
publicity

BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 28 WITH “Simpy”

The following items have been sourced from various Australian Post Office Stamp Bulletins.

No 193 — January 1988: Focus was on the Australian Bicentennial with new issues for First Fleet, Arrival and
joint issue with USA. The US Postal Service will send three staff to the launch of the joint issue one of whom will
be responsible for providing hand-cancellations of the US first day postmark.

The twenty-six cartoon stamp series relating to the Bicentennial titled “Living Together” comprised four pages of
the bulletin. The stamps were released in two groups of 13 — Part 1 on 17 February and Part 2 on 16 March.

The Australian Bicentennial Exhibition “will tour the length and breadth of Australia” and included the issue of a
series of pre-stamped postcards. The exhibition convoy will comprise 39 prime-movers and 23 pantechnicons
and is not a philatelic exhibition.

In conjunction with the Bicentenary, Australia Post will release a “lavishly illustrated history of the Sydney GPO”
comprising 114 pages and for sale at $11.95.

The circulation of Australian Stamp Bulletin reached an all-time high of almost 650,000 following consolidation of
Australia Post records. | wonder what the current circulation is!

No 194 — April 1988: Opening of the new Parliament House, Canberra was commemorated by a 37c stamp
issued on 9 May, the day Queen Elizabeth Il officially declared the building open.

Expo 88 opened in Brisbane on 30 April with a 37c stamp being released on 29 April together with a set of six
pre-stamped postcards.

Collector cards were advertised as “A GREAT SOUVENIR GIFT IDEA for budding stamp collectors” at just $2.00
per set.

No 195 — June 1988: Joint issue with the UK was the lead article with Australia releasing four stamps (two x 37¢
and 2 x $1.00 each issue being printed in se-tenant format). The UK also issued a similar set.

Details were printed relating to the SYDPEX88 national stamp exhibition to be held from 30 July — 7 August at the
Sydney Showground. The exhibition is under the patronage of the Australian Philatelic Association with free
admission.

A full-page advertisement headed “STARTING YOUNG ON THE HOBBY OF A LIFETIME” advertised “The
Australia Post Stamp Collecting Kit GIFT PRICED - just $14.95. The kit comprised a loose-leaf album with five
plastic-pocket sheets, starter pack of stamps, tweezers and a large magnifier. As a bonus, if the coupon included
in the kit is returned to Australia Post, they will send FREE the latest full colour Australian Stamp Catalogue
valued at $3.95.

EXPO UPDATE included details of the various postmarks to be used from 30 April until 24 October, one day for
each country plus few others e.g. Canberra Day.

No 196 — August/September 1988: New operational postmarking practices will be introduced from 1 October
1988. A minimum total face value, equal to the basic domestic postal rate, has been set for philatelic postmarking
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of stamps affixed to covers or other souvenir items. Prior to this, a 1c stamp could be affixed to an envelope or
card in order to obtain a postmark.

No 197 October/December 1988: A 39c pre-stamped envelope was released on 28 October to commemorate
100 years of organised philately in Australia. The Philatelic Society of South Australia was founded on 29 October
1888 in Adelaide.

The three 1988 Christmas stamps were designed by children who entered a competition run by Australia Post.
There were three sections: under 7, 7-9 years and 10-12 years.

A souvenir package was available re the opening of the Monorail in Sydney containing four covers postmarked at
the nearest post offices to the Monorail stations (Haymarket, St. James, Pyrmont and Sydney South).

Two new vending machine booklets titled Australian Crafts was released on 28 September with 39¢c stamps plus
make-up stamps of 2c and 5c.

Santa cards were advertised by the Australian Philatelic Federation as a fund-raising project. The cards will be
postmarked at Christmas Hills, Victoria.

The second set of Specimen Overprints comprising six stamps were available at a cost of $6.00 and were limited
to a print run of 120,000.

From Peter Simpfendorfer . Wagga Club

CAMPBELLTOWN CLUB’S 2024 Program of Events

The Society meets at St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 43 Acacia Avenue, Ruse 2560
The Society meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month from 7.00 pm to 10:00 pm.

Wed 10" January — Presenters: female club members: stamp display on any theme or
any other interests, hobbies & collections they may wish to bring in.

Wed 14" February — Presenter: Michael Sparey

Wed 13" March — Presenter: Laurent Viuloing

Wed 10" April — Presenter: Alan Mayhew: Flags

Wed 8™ May — Ed Wolf: Qantas International competitors during Hudson Fysh’s
chairmanship.

Wed 12™ June — Win Morehouse — Influential people of the twentieth century

Wed 10 July — AGM — no display

Wed 14" August — Joe White: A Day in the life of a stamp

Wed 11th September — Patrick

Wed 9™ October — Quiz — Quizmaster: Tony Bailey

Sun 3" or 10" November: 20" Annual Fisher’s Ghost Stamp Fair TBC

Wed 13™ November — Ian Dolstra

Wed 11" December — Christmas party/Charity Auction — Members and guest only —
no display
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THE 1954 REDEX AROUND AUSTRALIA CAR
TRIAL

In 1954 the Around Australia Car Trial was sponsored by the REDex Oil
Company.
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The 1954 REDex car trial was featured in Peter Carey’s book: A Long Way from Home

The 1954 Round Australia Trial, officially the REDex Trial was the second running of

the Round Australia Trial. The rally took place between 3rd and 20th July 1954 over

15,400 km, and had a first prize of £2,000. The route was truly "round (mainland) Australia”,
beginning in Sydney on 3 July 1954, passing

through Brisbane, Rockhampton, Mackay, Townsville, Mount

Isa, Darwin, Broome, Meekatharra Madura, Adelaide and Melbourne, finishing at Moore Park
on 20 July.
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246 cars took part and 127 finished within the times allowed, though many doggedly
completed the course in the following week. One forced to drop out was the radio
personality Jack Davey. The winner was a Ford 1948 V8, an ex-taxi dubbed the "Grey
Ghost", driven by John Eric "Gelignite Jack" Murray (1907—-1983) and navigated by the
unrelated Bill Murray, losing no points on the trip.

These rallies, which started in 1952, were a real celebration for the availability of petrol which
had been rationed up to 1951. Most of the roads travelled were poorly formed and in places
little better than tracks.

The organising committee produced three diamond-shaped labels to provide publicity for the
event. They were sold by the Australian Sporting Car Club for 6d per set of three

The labels were printed in red, green and violet with lettering in brown.

They were intended to be stuck on souvenir postcards carried by the drivers on the trial.
These postcards were posted along the route and at the end of the rally. Most cards were
autographed by the drivers. These postcards are scarce as only small numbers of cards
were carried by the drivers.

The cards showed a printed certification that they were carried by competitor number ..... and
were carried from Sydney to the place of postmarking. The drivers’ signature showed
underneath: -
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3 AUSTRALIA REDEX LABELS 9d.

These are not postage stamps but souvenir labels
isrrred for fbhe 0510 Around Australia Redex Car Trial,

LN o

The postcards from the drivers are definitely scarce. They sell for about $60 each. There
were a lot of labels left over, however, and they were snapped by Seven Seas Stamps at
Dubbo. The original sale price was 6d for the three, but Bill Hornadge retailed them in his
ubiquitous stamp packs for 9d.

MORE ON THE “JANE ELLIOT” PROCESS FOR RECOVERING THOSE
MODERN AUSTRALIN SELF-ADHESIVE STAMPS WITH SLITS

Jane brought in another, cheaper product that she bought from Bunnings, called De-Solv-It.
150mL & 300mL, citrus base, sticky spot & stain remover. It was $17.99. It's for removing self-
adhesive stamps with slits from their backing (envelope) paper.

Jane said she sprayed it on the back of the stamp. This liquid, for this one, though, soaks
right through to the stamp paper. The backing comes away. You then need to wait till the
stamp paper side dries. The back of the stamp remains sticky and you just place it on a thin

polypropylene sheet. After further drying you guillotine the polypropylene sheet and there you
have your recovered stamp — all in one piece.

12 |



W %

POSTAGE PAID

AUSTRALIA

~POSTAGE PAIE
AUSTRALIA




ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 30™ JANUARY 2024

* NEW ORANGE COMMUNITY HUB, (NSW)
OPENING 30 OCTOBER 2023"

$6995 ea

Limited-Edition

Medallion & Minisheet
Collections
» Limited-edit

meda

available fr Or
« Foiled postmark, numt

9023535
The Falls

9023537
Sir Neville
Reginald Howse

The products presented commemorate the new Orange Community
Hub scheduled to open 30 October 2023. The Hub will offer an exclusive range
of philatelic & other collectables. *Opening date correct at time of print.

Sill quite interesting were the International Post pre-paid series of PPC’s showing a number of
Orange scenes. The address sides all have the usual “POSTAGE PRE-PAID AUSTRALIA / For
Posting in Australia and Delivery Worldwide”
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Duntryleague

Originally the home of the Daltons. Now it’s a golf course & accommodation.
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Cook Park Lake
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Cook Park

Four Mile Creek Forest
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AIR MAIL BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES & NEUTRAL
SWITZERLAND DURING WORLD WAR I
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Fabbrica Tobecchl in Brissago, VIA AIR MAIL
Brissago,
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The cover, above, flown from Bedford in Virginia in the United States to Switzerland, was posted on
25" July 1941. It was addressed to Fabbrica Tobacchi, in Brissago. The company, then mainly a cigar
manufacturer, is still in business. It was sent by Clark Brothers & Co, leaf tobacco merchants.

The United Sates didn’t declare war with Germany until 7" December, so the cover didn’t require
U.S./British censorship in Bermuda. After 7" December the importation of tobacco into Switzerland
would have become difficult.
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The cover was first flown from Roanoke, 37km from Bedford, to New York. It then flew across the
Atlantic on a Pan-American flying boat to Lisbon in Portugal.

— E e — / 8]
e L - 14

: A Pan-American trans-Atlantic flight landing in Lisbon

From Lisbon the cover was flown by Deutsche Lufthansa to Madrid and on to Barcelona. It then took
a Swissair flight from Barcelona to Locarno in Switzerland just on the Italian border. That route
commenced on 1% April 1940, on a daily basis. At that time, Vichy France was not established; the
partition of France began in June 1940. Even after this date, in 1942, Swissair's route would surely

have been across the 'free zone'.

The cover shows a 30c blue Theodore Roosevelt stamp of 8" December 1938 cancelled by a Bedford,
Va. Machine cancel of 25" July [1941]. The back shows a Lisbon Central machine cancel of 31 July

1941 with an advertising slogan for the local Philips radio station.

Locarno is on Lake Maggiore, and is only 5km north of Brissago.

The historic Fabbrica Tobacchi cigar factory is at Brissago on Lake Maggiore

19 |Page



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 30™ JANUARY 2024

FABBRICA TABACCHI IN

it S ——- e am—

| e o
/. 30,57
P U N TED STATES OF AMERICA |
\
N

VIA AIR MAIL E

Par Avion .

j(-: By Air Mail \
. S &g S5 K SV & & p’

20 |



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 30™ JANUARY 2024

\
u
)
l
:
)

-
»

6EVY HANIWVX
Ad @3IN3dO

.

v A s &

y

-
3

aw B & S B 4 @Al

The second cover, on the previous page and above, was flown from New York to Switzerland. It was
posted on 4" September, probably in 1942. It was addressed to the ‘Chemical Works Flora’ in the
Zurich suburb of Diibendorf. The Flora chemical plant no longer exists. By September 1942, when
this letter was sent, the United Sates was at War with Germany.

This cover too was flown across the Atlantic on an ostensible Pan-American flying boat from New
York to Lisbon in Portugal (but this time piloted by the US Army Air Force personnel in Pan Am
uniforms to look “neutral”). The sea-plane halted in Bermuda for a day, en-route, and all mail was
examined by one of the many British censors there. The cover was re-sealed with the usual censor tape.
The plane took off later in the day for Lisbon in neutral Portugal.

Lisbon during the War was a city of intrigue, with Allied and Nazi covert and not-so covert agents
watching “over anything that moved.”

ikl |
Lisbon was renowned as “the City of Spies’ in World War IL.
Portugal was able to maintain its neutrality until 1944, when a military agreement was signed to give

the United States permission to establish a military base in Santa Maria in the Azores and thus its status
changed to non-belligerent in favour of the Allies.

Because Zurich is in the north of Switzerland the cover probably flew from Lisbon to Berlin on
Deutsche Lufthansa, rather than just to Barcelona. German intelligence would no doubt have liked to
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surreptitiously open the mail-bags for Switzerland from the United States and other Allied nations. The
daily Deutsche Lufthansa service connected with the next-days Swissair flight from Berlin to Zurich.
Interestingly, the Zurich airport is at Dubendorf, the destination of the cover.

The cover shows a 30c blue, C30 Twin-Motored Transport Plane air-mail stamp of 25" September
1941 cancelled by a New York G.P.O. duplex canceller. Like many U.S. postmarks, it doesn’t show a
year.

When War started Swissair cancelled its overseas flights, but the need to contact the outside world
necessitated it to resume flights to Barcelona in neutral Spain. Lisbon was considered too long a flight.
It also resumed daily flights from Locano to Rome from March 1940. They then commenced a daily air
service from Zurich to Stuttgart and Berlin from 30" September 1940. This was reduced to a Zurich to
Stuttgart service on 27" January 1943, and was finally abandoned on 17" August 1944 following the
destruction of a Swissair DC-2 at Stuttgart.

_& ye = 1 . L N = 7v’-
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 Swissair D?:J used with the DC-2 om z:e /gz‘e 1930’

é ‘ _;"“‘ o i Vb ip iy 3 ! Reac g P e eSO R v
DC-3 used by Swissair in World War Il. Parts often had to be flown in by air mail
across Nazi-controlled Europe.
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The Fucke-Wulfe F-200 passenger planes were used on the Lisbon to Berlin air service. They were
air-sealed and could climb above most other aircraft.

Mail in sealed mail-bags from Britain (and Australia) to Switzerland also, rather strangely, used the
Deutsche Lufthansa service from Lisbon. Mails for Switzerland was first carried on the daily
(i.e.nightly — to avoid interception) BOAC flight from England to Lisbon. It was civilian in name only -
you had to be cleared by the British embassy to use it. It was often used by agents and refugees.

Unfortunately, the only boom came from the sound of exploding cannon shells from German long-
range fighters. Leslie Howard was on one such flight, and he learned that "Gone with the Wind" could
mean more than a movie title.

Some mail for Switzerland also came in from the daily air service from Shannon Airport in the neutral
Irish Republic to Lisbon. That was a worry to England as it allowed Nazi agents to freely visit the Irish
Republic and perhaps even enter the U.K.

The airspace between The Irish Free State and Spain/Portugal was intensively patrolled by the R.A.F.
looking for submarines and the Luftwaffe looking for the R.A.F. A flight from Shannon to Lisbon,
however, put one 300km from Brest and more than 600 miles from Bordeaux, rather far distances for
any German fighter other than the Bf-110.

Switzerland was a base for espionage by both sides in the War and often mediated communications
between the Axis and Allied powers by serving as a protecting power. In 1942, the United States
Office of Strategic Services (OSS) was established in Bern. Years later it became the CIA.

Relations between Switzerland and the Allies (Britain and the United States), however, soured during
the War. On several occasions, Allied bombing raids hit targets in Switzerland resulting in fatalities
and property damage. While Allied forces explained the causes of violations as navigation errors,
equipment failure, weather conditions, and pilots' errors, fear was expressed in Switzerland that some
neutrality violations were intended to exert pressure on the country to end its economic cooperation
with Nazi Germany.

With Allied and Axis aircraft freely overflying Switzerland, over 7,000 siren alarms were initiated in
Switzerland during the war. Some Allied bombers took advantage of this situation by using Swiss
airspace as a safer route than enemy air space on their bombing runs to and from targets in Germany,
but more often, bombers in distress preferred to descend to neutral Switzerland.
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Swiss Army officers standing over rubble after an accidental U.S. bombing in Oberstrass, Zurich on 4"
Marc 1945.

Allied pilots who had forced landings in Switzerland were placed in Swiss concentration camps. As a
result, Switzerland ultimately interned 1,700 American airmen and about an equal number of British &
Commonwealth airmen.

Rob Willis at the Club table with customer, Spring Fair November 2023
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TONY READ’S TALK TO THE NOVEMBER 2023 MEETING -
GAZA, BRITISH PALESTINE COINS & STAMPS & BRONZE
WIDOW’S MITES

Tony Read introduced his ‘show-&-tell’ talk by mentioning a place in Palestine called Gaza.

Australian troops had fought over it in the First World War. The first Battle for Gaza took place at
the end of March 1917. It involved some of the most famous Australian units, as well as some of
the most obscure. Under the talented General Harry Chauvel, the Anzac Mounted Division
contained the legendary Light Horse formations of Aussie bushmen and their doughty ‘Whaler’
nags. But elsewhere in the attack were men of the Imperial Camel Corps, which was built from
Australian, Kiwi and British cameleers.

The connection between Gaza and Australians continued — the theatre headquarters of the 2nd AIF
were based there. Several hospital units were stationed in Gaza, which contributed greatly to the
number of Australian men buried there in the Commonwealth War Cemetery.

Lying among the ravages of this modern conflict are more than 250 Australians. In a well-
maintained Commonwealth cemetery on the northern side of the Gaza Strip are the graves of
Australian servicemen from our entanglements in both world wars.

Unfortunately Israe\l has been shellmg the Gaza Commonwealth War Cemetery

Tony first showed a 1940-minted set of coins - minted for the British Protectorate of Palestine.
These were acquired from a relation while serving the 7 Division A.L.F. who had previously been
fighting the Vichy French in Syria.

Tony said that coins for British Palestine were minted in London. These were the only coins that
were ever minted with the word “Palestine” inscribed on them. Under the aegis of the British
Mandate, coins were minted from 1927 to 1946, but they were not minted every year.

A total of seven different mils denominations were minted: 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50, and 100. On the obverse
side of the 1, 2, 50 and 100 mils coins, the design consisted of a sprig of an olive branch standing
upright in the center of the unbroken coin. The actual unit of currency was the Palestine pound, a
banknote, which was divided into 1,000 mils. The 50 & 100 mils coins were silver. The 5, 10 and 20
mils coins before 1942 were copper-nickel and the 1 and 2 mils coins were copper.

When the currency was first issued in 1927 the Governor of the Transjordan decided to adopt the
Palestine pound and the mils coinage at the same time as Palestine did.
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The set of mils coins

Tony Read also showed 4 pages of stamps for British Palestine, including those inscribed EEF for use
between 1917 and 1920.

In November 1917, the British Egyptian Expeditionary Force occupied Palestine. Initially, the Egyptian
Expeditionary Force (and the Indian Expeditionary Force) had given civilians basic postal services for
free, with additional services paid in British or Indian stamps. Free mail was withdrawn with the

printing of appropriate stamps. Two stamps inscribed E.E.F. (1 Piastre, and 5 Milliemes) were issued in
February 1918, the first definitives (11 values) were circulated from June 1918. These E.E.F. stamps
were valid in Palestine, Cilicia, Syria, Lebanon, and Transjordan. They were not needed when the
British Mandate was declared in 1920.

In 1920, Transjordan was separated and distinctive overprints for the two territories came into use.
As Palestine came under the civil administration of the British Mandate of Palestine falling into
line with League of Nations rules, the High Commissioner sanctioned overprinted EEF stamps that
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The British Post Office designed four stamps in 1923 picturing Rachel s Tomb, the Dome of the Rock, the
Tower of David, a Mosque in Tiberius and the Sea of Galilee.

In early 1948 the British withdrew from Palestine. The new state of Israel’s 1% coin was a 25mils
coin produced early in 1948. It bore the Hebrew date of 5708 (for 1948).

Tony showed a set of some of the ‘new’ coinage struck in 1958. Banknotes were also printed
Israeli Pound — also called a /ira -- and coins for the Y% lira.

The Israeli shekel replaced the Israeli pound (lira) in 1980 as the unit of currency. It was subdivided
into 100 agorots. Because of hyperinflation it was replaced by the new shekel in 1985. It too was
also subdivided into 100 agorots.

Tony showed a set of some of the ‘new’ coinage struck in 1958 - as well as an Israeli Pound — also
called a lira - this bluish-coloured Israeli banknote
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Tony Read then showed two ancient “Widow’s Mite” coins: -
Jesus said, "l tell you the truth, this poor widow put more into the treasury than all the others. For
all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything
she had, all she had to live on." (Mark 12:43-44)

These coins were bronze lepta and prutot of Alexander Jannaeus, the Hasmonean King of Judaea
from 103 to 76 B.C. Although they were minted long before Christ's lifetime, they were still in
circulation during the first century A.D. Because the lepton and prutah were the lowest
denomination coins that circulated in Jerusalem during Christ's lifetime, they are believed to be the
coins referred to in the Biblical story of the poor widow. The lepton is the very smallest
denomination and is probably the true "widow's mite." In fact, the lepton is probably the lowest
denomination coin ever struck by any nation in all of history! Lepton and prutah were carelessly
and crudely struck, usually off-centre and on small flans.

Tony added that because they circulated for a long period, they are usually very worn so that
legends are almost always unreadable. The actual size of a prutah is less than 1/2 inch in diameter.
A lepton is usually about the same diameter as a pencil eraser. The English word “mite” for these
coins comes from the King James’ Bible - adapted from the word for a small thing.
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Botanic Gardens

Duntryleague
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