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The NEWSLETTER   OF   THE   ORANGE    
COIN AND   STAMP CLUB 
INCORPORATED 

 
 

Our Club’s 56th Year 
 

 
 

OUR 5th NO-MEETING ‘VIRUS’ ISSUE 
 

BUT THE CLUB SHOULD BE ABLE TO MEET 
AGAIN ON TUESDAY NIGHT, 25th AUGUST

 

OUR MONTHLY CLUB COIN & STAMP FAIR IN THE 
CULTURAL CENTRE ON SATURDAY 1st AUGUST 
2020 IS ON TOO!   
This, like our meeting, could be subject to a late cancellation by 
Orange Council, if the recurrence of the Covoid-19 virus gets out of 
hand in New South Wales. 
It is a public event with people coming from around Orange, and 
maybe from afar, and we need to make a special effort to control 
1.5m distancing. 
 
Sorry….there is no meeting this month.  The meeting would have been on 28th 
July.   If everything doesn’t get out of hand, we should be able to meet on 
Tuesday 25th August 2020. 
 
Orange City Council have given us a page of conditions for using the Cultural 
Centre.  These are shown on the next page.  They have supplied us with a bottle 
of sanitiser and some wipes. 
 
The Covoid-19 virus still haunts us.  We may need to live with it for months 
yet. 
 

 
28 JULY 2020 

ISSUE #219 
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Conditions of Use Statement for the Orange Cultural Centre: -  
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OUR NEXT MEETING IS 
PLANNED FOR TUESDAY 
25 AUGUST 2020 
 
Hopefully we can resume meeting at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 25 August 2020, if the 
virus alerts subside.    
 

 
The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St 

 
The Club normally meets at the Orange 
Cultural Centre, which is in Sale St, 
Orange.  It’s the building that used to be a 
school. It’s on the right hand side as you 
enter the Woolworths Car Park.  The 
building is sort of opposite Harris Farm 
Market, but entrance is from the mini-park 
on the Sale St frontage. 
 
The August 2020 Newsletter should reach 
you before then to confirm the date. 
 
 
OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK 
IS DOING ITS ROUNDS 
 
Colin Richardson advises that circuit book 
has started to circulate once more. 
 
However, please us this time to make up 
circuit pages for when it re-commences. 
 
Please contact Colin direct 
Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com 
Ph: 63690634 
A blank circuit book page is at the back of 
this newsletter. Make a copy. 
 
 

Orange Spring Fair 2019 
participating dealers – 
please continue to 
support them:-  
Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, 
Sydney, 2000    Ph (02) 9299 
2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne 
from Canberra) – PO Box 53, 
MITCHELL, A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 
6255 4044)                 Buying 
and Selling 
 
Orange Stamps & Coins 
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  
             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: 
howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling - Stamps, 
Coins, Banknotes, Accessories, 
etc. 
Phil & Win Morehouse, 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: 
(02)9707 4087, Email – 
wmorehouse@netspace.net.
au. World-wide stamps bought and 
sold 

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of 
Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - 
aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
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ITEMS FOR THIS 
NEWSLETTER AND 
CORRESPONDENCE TO 
THE CLUB 
Items for this newsletter could be 
posted to the Secretary at the Club’s 
postal address: -PO Box 324 
ORANGE 2800 
Better still you could e-mailed to: - 
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone 63 614 872 
 
DATES FOR LATER IN 
2020 & FOR 2021 

Everything has been cancelled 
until at least 30th July 2020 
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
fair at the Orange Cultural Centre, 
Saturday 1st August 2020, 9-1   
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meetings resume, 7.30pm Tuesday 25th 
August 2020, Orange Cultural Centre  
 
SCDAA Petersham Fair for 30 August 
2020 has been cancelled as the 
Petersham Town Hall is being re-
furbished. 
 
Canberra Fair, 10 October 2020 
 
PHILAS Open Day, PHILAS House, 
Saturday 17th October 2020 
 

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition 2-4 
October 2020, Newcastle 

CANCELLED now for 
October next year 2021 

 
ANDA Sydney Money Show, 24 & 25 

October 2020, Lower Town Hall, 
Sydney 

 
Perth Stamp & Coin Fair 30 October-1 

November 2020. 
 
 
Hobart Stamp Show 2010: National 

One Frame Exhibition 13-15 
November, 2020. Hobart Town 
Hall   has been CANCELLED 
hobartstampshow2020.com.au 

PHILAS Auction#137, PHILAS House, 
Saturday 14th November 2020 
 
Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 21 & 22 
November 2020, Sturt Primary School, 
White Avenue, Karingal, Wagga 

 
SCDAA Petersham Stamp, Coin & 

Banknote Fair, Petersham Town 
Hall, 29 November 2020. 
SCDAA Petersham Fair has 
been cancelled 

 
Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 15-16 May 
2021, Sturt Primary School, White 
Avenue, Karingal, Wagga 
 
Toowoomba National One-Frame 

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021 
 
Newcastle Half-National Exhibition 

Date changed from 2-4 
October 2020 to Friday 21 
October to Sunday 23 October 
2021 Newcastle Showground 
Exhibition Centre, Broadmeadow 

 
It’s getting close to membership renewal time.  Annual membership ($7) goes 
from one annual general meeting to the next.  We would normally have had an 
annual general meeting in July.   But we can’t. 
If we can have a meeting on 25 August 2020, we are likely to announce having 
an annual general meeting in September, or even October.  So, save your $7 for 
now. 
The Club’s public liability insurance ($3 per adult member) for July 2020 to 
July 2021, and our PHILAS affiliation (10c per member) has already been paid. 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 

 
Whether you want advice or can’t find what you’re looking for, contact us. We have a wide array of 

collectables in our store and our friendly team will be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 
2047, or send an email to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or shop on-line.  

 
Now open regular trading hours 
Regular Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm 
Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Sunday & Public Holiday – CLOSED 

………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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Here are some of the 
recent crop of Coronavirus 

stamps:-  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

From Uruguay: - 
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From Lebanon: - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From Morocco: - 

 
 

 
 
 

and from Guinea-Bissau:- 
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ORANGE STAMPS AND COINS 
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 2800 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 
Ebay store: http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins 

 
                                

IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE NOW 

 

 
 
Renniks Australian Coin & Banknote Values [30th Ed.] [R27] 
This comprehensive guide to Australian Coins & Banknote Values contains over 3850 photographs, and thousands of 
valuations. This book is a must for all collectors, whether you are an advanced collector or a beginner. Latest 
information compiled on computer databases ensures up to date accuracy of pricing. Quality reproduction of photos 
makes it easy to identify items.  
Covered are copper, silver, gold, nickel and allow coins and notes used in Australia from 1800 to present. 
Subjects include Pre-Decimal and Decimal currency, as well as privately issued . . . 
 
 
Softcover -RRP $39-95   ...    My price $35-00 
Hardcover – RRP $49-95 ...    My price $45-00 
 

  
 

 
 

Place an order via email or telephone. Payment can be made by PayPal or 
credit card.          Postage costs kept to a minimum. 

We are only a phone call away......02 6362 2368 (please leave message) 
 

Shop direct on my EBay store -   http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins 
 

 

mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
https://renniks.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/9780987338693-SC-3D.jpg
http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
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FROM THE WAGGA CLUB 
The next item, was compiled by Peter Simpfendorfer, secretary of the Wagga Stamp 
Club: - 

 
 

BLAST FROM THE PAST No 6 – With “Simpy” 
Stamp News June 2007: An item on page 6 advised “Australia Post has changed its 
policy regarding the postal use of imperf stamps. Imperf or ‘semi-perf’ stamps may no 
longer be cut-out from mini sheets or booklets and used separately.”      
Craig Chappell had a very interesting article about “P-stamps”. 
An article by recently deceased Rod Perry entitled Woodchip Free Zone concentrated 
on PNG 1994 Emergency Overprints and their usage. 
Christer Brunstom provided an article on the “World’s First Undersea Post Office” 
located in the Bahamas and opened in 1939. It only operated for two years, closing in 
1941.      
Having exhausted my older issues of Stamp News, I will now be obtaining information 
from the Australian Stamp Monthly. 
July 1971: Cover price 25c, 114 pages. The ‘PAGE ONE’ column reported formation of 
the Cootamundra Stamp Club. 
Australia Post announced the move of the Sydney Philatelic Sales Centre from the 
Clarence Street Post Office to 374 George Street (next to the GPO). 
The Australasian Stamp Catalogue published by Review Publication Pty Ltd was 
available from Seen Seas Stamp Pty Ltd for $1.   
July 1977: Cover price 60c, 182 pages. Rod Perry reported that a Western Australia 4d 
blue swan with inverted frame sold at his auction for $22,000. 
Elizabeth Street contributed an article titled “The Silver Jubilee Story” re Australia’s 
stamps for this issue. Problems with printing by Government Printers in Melbourne and 
Sydney resulted in the Australian Common-wealth Collectors Club of NSW via Richard 
Peck produced a 50 page report on the matter.    
April 1978: The Australasian Stamp Catalogue comprising 112 pages was “NOW IN 
COLOUR” and advertised as ‘OUTSTANDING VALUE’ at $3.95.  
Stamp Auctions/Postal Bid Sales were advertised by: Status Stamps, West Brisbane 
Stamp Sales, David Mortimer, Ralph & F Clark, Weekend Stamps, City Stamp Market, 
Robin Linke, Mackay Philatelic, PJ Downie, Davis Stamp Service, D&M Wallen, JR 
Mowbray, DK Brewer, I.S. Wright, Fazackereley’s Stamp Centre, Nick Rolfe and 
Harmers of Sydney – a total of 17 firms, it really was at the peak of the hobby.   
January 1979: Australian Philatelic Wholesalers of Huntingdale, Victoria were offering a 
wide range of Australian and world kiloware. Some examples Australian charity mix 
$4.50 per pound weight, Great Britain charity mix $5.00 [per pound weight and 
Malaysian charity mix $13.00 per pound weight (2.2 kilo = 1 pound).    
I.S. Wright, of Ballarat advertised “Pre-Decimal Australia in complete sheets” e.g. 5/- 
Navigator, sheet of 120 for $750, 2/3 Cable sheet of 48 for $240 and 3/- Bird sheet of 60 
for $135. 
PJ Downie was advertising to buy 5/- Sydney Harbour Bridge CTO in fine condition for 
$350 each. 
Ross Waugh Philatelic Supplies, Hornsby advertised a “Final Clearance of World 
Famous Scott Stamp Catalogues” at $5 per volume, post free. 
Wagga Stamp Club Newsletter June 1983 (37 years ago) – the newsletter was a 
single page. The executive was – President Jim Eldridge, Secretary Cynthia Collison 
and Treasurer Neil Dallinger (Neil is our first life member and still a current member). 
Bruce McAlister, also still a member, was to display stamps at the July 1983 meeting.       
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THE AUSTRALIAN 10/- NOTE 
 
The first Australian ten-shilling note was issued on 11 May, 1913, with about half a million 
notes. It is light blue in colour, with the Coat of Arms on the obverse and a picture of the 
Goulburn Weir on the reverse. The Goulburn Weir is at Nagambie on the Goulburn River, 
Victoria and was built between 1887 and 1891. It was the first major irrigation structure built 
in Australia. Such was the regard for the structure it appeared on the reverse of the Australia’s 
half sovereign – 10/- notes from 1913 until 1933. 
 
The words `COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA’ appears on all 10/- notes 
 
The 1915 to 1923 issues are blue in colour, with the Coat of Arms and the words `HALF 
SOVEREIGN’ in scarlet on the four edges of the obverse. The last gold half Sovereign coin 
was issued in 1918. 
 
The 1923 to 1933 issues are brown in colour and continued with the words `HALF 
SOVEREIEGN’ in red on three edges. The Coat of Arms and King George V (1865–1936) is 
pictured on the obverse. He was the first monarch to appear on an Australian banknote. Then 
the Duke of York, he opened the first Parliament of Australia on 9 May 1901 in Melbourne. 
George V succeeded his father, Edward VII, to the British throne in 1910. These issues are 
much smaller in size compared to earlier issues. 
 
Notes issued between 1913 and 1933 are worded `The Treasurer of the Commonwealth of 
Australia promises to pay the Bearer Ten Shillings in gold coin on Demand at the 
Commonwealth Treasury at the Seat of Government’. 
 
The 1933 to 1936 issues are also brown in colour. On the obverse are the words `TEN 
SHILLINGS’ in red on three edges with King George V and the Coat of Arms depicted. 
There is a watermark of Edward, Prince of Wales (later Edward VIII). The same depiction of 
manufacturing industries is on the reverse of notes issued from 1933 to 1954. 
 
The 1936 to 1939 issues are orange red in colour with a watermark of Capitan James Cook’s 
portrait. King George V is depicted on the obverse, the same as the 1933 to 1936 issues. 
Once again, the size of the notes is reduced. 
 
The 1939 to 1954 issues show Albert (1895–1952) on the obverse, and when he became the 
heir, chose the regnal name of George VI to suggest continuity with his father. A unique 
image of the king is used as a reference for his portrait on these banknotes. The image is a 
montage composed of two photographs: the head of George VI superimposed on the torso of 
his brother, Edward. As the banknote’s design for the body portion had been prepared during 
Edward’s reign, it was combined with his successor’s head. 
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There is a watermark of Captain James Cook’s portrait. 
 

 
 
The 1954 to 1966 issues show Matthew Flinders (1774–1814) on the obverse, and with naval 
surgeon George Bass, (Bass Strait) they circumnavigated Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania) in 
the sloop Norfolk from October 1798 to January 1799, so demonstrating it to be an island. 
Flinders was promoted to commander of HMS Investigator, and from 1801surveyed 
Australia’s coastline. He completed the first recorded circumnavigation of the continent in 
1803, and promoted the name ‘Australia’. 
 
Flinders charts and account of the circumnavigation were published in two volumes as A 
Voyage to Terra Australis: His work is the basis for subsequent charts, and his publication 
remains ‘the most outstanding book on the coastal exploration of Australia’. 
 

 
 
The same watermark of Captain James Cook’s portrait continues. 
Old Parliament House is pictured on the reverse. 

 
 
Richard Gammie 
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Where have you been???? 
 
Over the past several months I have been selling quite a number of items over E-
bay so thought I would share just one of my experiences with you. I originally 
received an order for a coin from a customer in Grafton.  I packed this coin with an 
invoice, etc. and posted the letter on June 1st (see below).  
You will notice that I clearly forgot to affix the address label which should have 
been placed over the $1.10 ink notation.  
 

 
 
Nothing more was heard or eventuated until I went to work this morning (at a local 
privately owned Post Office) where I sort the morning mail into the Post Office 
boxes. In the first handful of letters, I picked up to sort I noticed the rubber 
stamped imprint on the envelope (that being the reverse of this letter)) which I 
knew was a letter being returned to me. The reason for its return was not clear until 
I turned the letter over and realised I had failed to put an address on it.  
 

Never gave this a second thought until later in the day when I notice the postmark 
/date on the letter which was affixed by myself on the day of posting (June 1st).  
Today’s date being June 29th. 
 

Question is ‘where has this letter been for the past 28 days’????? 
Having experienced this situation previously I have usually had the letters returned 
to me within a week of posting. They go to Bathurst for sorting and come directly 
back.  
 

I begin to wonder about Australia Post and its future delivery of letters. We all 
know that the time it takes for a delivery of a letter has been stretched because of 
Covid-19, but in this instance the letter travelled from Orange to Orange and took 
28 days.  
    
Footnote: A replacement coin was earlier posted to the original address and 
delivered without any problems ... I am not aware of the time it took for delivery. 
 

Howard Lyons 
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CENTENARY OF THE FIRST AERIAL MAIL FROM 
LISMORE TO TENTERFIELD 
 
Up until 1930 mail from the Northern Rivers district of New South Wales could only get to 
Sydney two ways:-  

1. The North Coast Steam Navigation Company line of ships that left Lismore every 
third day, and travelled along the Richmond River before proceeding to the open 
ocean to Sydney, and,  

2. Six days a week a coach, and later a mail truck, travelled on a rough and treacherous 
road, later called the Bruxner Hwy, to Tenterfield.  At Tenterfield, after sorting, mails 
were placed on the Brisbane-Sydney Express train. 

 
On the New South Wales North Coast in 1920, connectivity to the rest of the State was slow. 
It took four to five days for a letter to come from Sydney, and the same again to deliver a 
reply. 
 
In 1920 the Sydney Express left Brisbane’s Roma Street Station at 10.45am.  You needed to 
changed trains (and rail gauge) at Wallangarra.  The New South Wales portion from 
Wallangarra arrived in Tenterfield about 10pm. It got to Sydney at about 2.30pm the next 
day. The train travelling in the other direction was called the Brisbane Express. 
 
It all changed when the North Coast Railway was completed. to South Brisbane, in 
September 1930 it was rerouted shaving six hours off the journey time, even allowing for the 
need for the train to be taken over the Clarence River by barge pending the completion of 
the Grafton Bridge.  The Grafton Bridge opened in May 1932. 
 

 
 

The mail truck was operated by Walter and James Lynn. (Supplied: Lynn family) 
 
The key was the daily mail ‘truck’ – a car with a trailer which left Lismore in the morning 
and arrived at Tenterfield in the late-afternoon.   In earlier years – since the late-1880’s this 
had been a horse-drawn coach taking a day-and-a-half.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Brisbane_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarence_River,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grafton_Bridge,_New_South_Wales
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In 2016, Mr Geoff Wotherspoon and members of the Richmond River Club were researching 
Lismore's postal history and were surprised to learn the postmaster-general's official air mail 
trial flight might have happened there.    They were inspired to document this first flight by a 
desire to track Lismore's postal, social and infrastructural development through its postal 
history. 
 
Geoff Wotherspoon’s research reveals that, in many ways, not much has changed. A Dr Earle 
Page, a lobbyist of the era and later prime minister, complained that where 10 million pounds 
had been spent on Sydney's rail system between 1915 and 1919, only a million pounds had 
been spent on the remainder of the state. 
 
Due to the isolation of the North Coast (and the rough road between Lismore and Tenterfield 
that often got washed out), Lismore Council lobbied the Postmaster-General to consider air 
mail, proposing its own stretch as an ideal trial site. The Postmaster-General was not a fan of 
the idea, citing cost and reliability concerns. 
 
Pressure mounted, however, with the Lismore Chamber of Commerce also pushing for the 
trial and a suitable carrier in the form of an AAEC (Australian Aircraft and Engineering 
Company) Avro 504K plane and its pilot, Lieutenant Frank Roberts, being available for the 
job. The Postmaster-General caved under political pressure, although only letters intended 
specifically for the trial were allowed to be carried. 
 

 
 

Ernest François Guillaux (on the right, 24 January 1883 – 21 May 1917), better 
known by his adopted name Maurice Guillaux, was a French aviator who spent seven 
months in Australia in 1914. On 16–18 July 1914, he flew Australia's first air mail 
and air freight flight, from Melbourne to Sydney 

 
Members of the Richmond River Stamp Club knew there was an Australia Post stamp 
celebrating an air mail flight in 1914 that carried cargo and mail from Melbourne to Sydney. 
But closer digging revealed the postmaster-general had not sanctioned the flight as an official 
air mail service. 
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"It was a one-off event," said Geoff Wotherspoon, who began piecing together evidence for 
Lismore's claim to having the first official air mail delivery. That flight was a crucial moment 
in the establishment of air mail services in regional Australia. 
"It's like email; if you've got communication, you've got quicker economic development — 
in the early 1900s that connectivity was by mail". 
The first clue was in the family archive of Helan McDermott, the granddaughter of Walter 
Lynn.     It contained many photos of an Avro biplane in paddocks in Lismore and Casino, 
including one that depicted a mail bag being handed to James Lynn in the back of the plane. 

 
A stop at the Casino Gold Club to pick up a mail bag for Tenterfield 

 
Ms McDermott had a letter from her grandfather claiming this was a sanctioned test flight, 
but she said others challenged the story. "People kept asking me if I had the proof," she said. 
"I went through thousands of boxes and I couldn't find any proof, only the family story." 
 
But four years later, Mr Wotherspoon found the truth. 
 
Problems with communication were at the core of growing criticisms early in the early-20th 
Century that regional Australia was not getting a fair go, prompting calls for government 
investment. 
 
Local politicians and the Lynn brothers lobbied the postmaster-general, William Webster, for 
an air mail service from Lismore to Tenterfield as early as 1916. 
In August 1918, the Sydney Morning Herald reported William Webster, Postmaster-General 
in the Hughes Government from 1915 to 1920, considered air mail too expensive and 
unreliable. 
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The plane ready for take-off at Lismore 

 
 
,  
"The mayor and the Lynn brothers just couldn't get the postmaster-general's support," Mr 
Wotherspoon said. 
 
His research uncovered a reference to World War I fighter pilot Lieutenant Frank Roberts 
flying into Lismore on June 12, 1920. 
 
Lieutenant Frank Roberts became a test pilot for Avro and toured Australia. (Supplied: Frank 
Roberts Jr). 
 
After the First World War, aircraft manufacturer Avro employed Roberts as a test pilot, and 
the visit to the north coast was part of an east coast tour promoting aeroplanes.  Roberts 
would take brave paying customers for a spin in his aircraft and perform daredevil aerobatic 
displays.  
 
"Dad just had a belief that flying was going to be one of the future things in the world, that's 
just how important it was," Frank Roberts Jr said.      "That's why he came to Lismore, 
joyriding, and he knew that this was in the wings and if he could help, which he did, it would 
happen — and it happened." 
 
Lismore Chamber of Commerce records provided Mr Wotherspoon with proof the Lismore 
flight was an official trial for the postmaster-general, referencing a presentation by Roberts. 
In an impassioned speech, the pilot convinced the town fathers, who in turn convinced the 
postmaster-general, that delivering mail between Lismore, Casino and Tenterfield by air 
would be safe, cost effective and fast.  
 
He and his company volunteered to conduct a trial flight at their cost. 
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Lt Frank Roberts (1896-1993) 

 
 
The trial flight left Lismore on 26 June 1920, picked up more mail in Casino and flew on to 
Tenterfield. (Supplied: Lynn family). 
 
"As a result of the whole presentation, not just my father's, they decided to go ahead … and 
in just a few days they said, 'Right, it's on'," Frank Roberts Jr said.     On receiving the 
telegram from the postmaster-general approving the trial, the community rallied and wrote 
more than 8,000 letters to go on the plane, to be marked with the endorsement "per aerial 
mail". 
 
The flight's Lismore base was 'Risk's cow paddock' before stopping over at the Casino Golf 
Club. It continued on to Tenterfield, buzzing the post office clock tower before landing 
at Ayrdrie just east of town. 
 
In fact despite the effort to circumvent the long drive by road transport up the range, once the 
airmail had been sorted at Tenterfield Post Office it ended up on the same road transport, to 
be driven to the station to catch the same train. 
 
Still the 'air mail' arrived in Tenterfield seven hours before that day's ordinary mail, albeit on 
an unregistered airplane. Although the concept of airmail was slow to take off, of course it 
became commonplace before the humble letter was more-recently replaced by emails and 
text messages. 
 
The journey that took a day or more by road was just two-and-a-half hours (72 minutes) by 
air.    The return trip to Lismore was on 28 June 1920. 
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The test was a success, and by the early 1930s Lismore had won its own air mail service, but 
to Brisbane and later Sydney.  The  plan to operate a regular mail service linking Tenterfield, 
Casino, Lismore, Ballina and Byron Bay, however,  did not receive much encouragement 
from the authorities, so Frank and his engineer Walter Nicholson, spent the rest of 1920 on an 
aerial circuit of the Queensland outback. 
 

 
 
This signed cover, postmarked Casino and forwarded on to Inverell appeared in a Leski 
auction in 2016. It sold for $1700 

 

 
Geoff Wotherspoon in November 2016 with a photo of the plane that took Australia's first 
government-sanctioned airmail.   (ABC North Coast: Samantha Turnbull) 
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History repeats 28 June 1920 

The Lismore Historical Society and Museum supported Mr Wotherspoon in writing the story in 
the book Per Aerial Mail. 

 
 
It was the evidence Australia Post needed to issue a commemorative envelope celebrating the 
flight in time for the centenary celebration in which the communities of Lismore, Casino and 
Tenterfield re-enacted the flight.  
 
"It's quite special, and even more special that all the people in the local community have an 
opportunity to use this envelope for a letter to go on the commemorative flight," Mr 
Wotherspoon said. 
 
On June 26, descendants of the pilot and the mail contractors, politicians, history buffs, 
vintage car clubs, school children and even a modern-day biplane aviator all volunteered 
their time to re-enact the original flight. 
 
"The biggest thing for me is understanding how important this was to the people at the time," 
Mr Wotherspoon said. 
"Something was achieved for regional Australia by a total all-of-community involvement. 
"And that's what is happening again, a community coming together to celebrate our success 
and achievements. 
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The re-enactment mail:-  
 

 

 
 
Frank Roberts Jr (right), Helen McDermott and Geoff Wotherspoon re-enact a photo taken a 
century ago. (ABC North Coast: Catherine Marciniak) 
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x Most of this article and the images are from recent ABC web-site articles on the 
reporting of the flight re-enactment.  That source is gratefully acknowledged. 

 
x The soft-cover book Per Aerial Mail is available for $27.50 plus postage from Online 

Coins and Collectibles at: -  
Shop 2, 132 Dawson St, Lismore 2480 
Ph. (02) 6621 3122 
Email. enquiries@onlinecoins.com.au 

 
 
MORE ON FRANK L ROBERTS (1896-1993) PILOT OF THE 
LISMORE TO TENTERFIELD AIR MAIL FLIGHT 
 
Frank Leonard Roberts joined the Australian Flying Corps in 1915. He was a ground 
engineer with No.1 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps, at Kantara. Late in 1916 he 
became an original member of No.2 Squadron which formed in Egypt under Major 
Oswald Watt. He saw action with No.2 Squadron in France, flying SE5A's. 
 
After the war he became production test pilot at the factory of A.V. Roe in 
Manchester. The test pilot at the company's experimental establishment at Hamble 
was Queenslander Bert Hinkler whom Roberts was to meet again in 1921 at the 
Windsor Park landing ground 
 
On his return to Australia in 1920, after the flu epidemic he managed and piloted the 
first passenger - carrying aircraft to operate in mid-New South Wales and 
Queensland. 
 
In June 1920 he organised and piloted what is believed to be the first airmail service, 
with the authorisation of the then Postmaster General's Department, in Australia, 
between Lismore, Casino and Tenterfield in an Avro 504-K bi-plane. He made the 

mailto:enquiries@onlinecoins.com.au
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129 kilometre trip in 72 minutes. 8,000 specially marked letters from Lismore and 
Casino arriving at Tenterfield in time for the late-afternoon train to Sydney. 
 
Their plan to operate a regular mail service linking Tenterfield, Casino, Lismore, 
Ballina and Byron Bay did not receive much encouragement from the authorities, so 
Frank and his engineer Walter Nicholson, spent the rest of 1920 on an aerial circuit 
of the Queensland outback.   
 

 
Avro 504 aeroplane which was used for joy flights at Windsor, Brisbane, 1920 Pilot 
Captain Frank Roberts and his Avro, in which he provided joy flights at Windsor 
Park, Brisbane 
 
In 1921 Roberts was awarded the contract for the Brisbane - Sydney aerial service.  
He applied successfully for a commercial pilot’s licence on 16th May, 1921, at the 
first examination held in Queensland by the Civil Aviation branch of the Department 
of Defence and received Licence No.11.    Roberts found himself unable to finance 
the Brisbane - Sydney service despite immense efforts to raise funds 
 
Between 1921 and 1924 he lectured throughout New South Wales on the benefits to 
the community of a regular aerial service, leading to the Federal Government calling 
for tenders for a subsidised air service between Sydney and Brisbane. Unfortunately, 
nothing eventuated. Frank was however appointed superintendent of the operating 
company established to run between Adelaide and Sydney, with off-shoots to 
Melbourne and Broken Hill. 
 
He was one of two pilots who, while trying to find a suitable landing ground in 
Sydney, found and operated a tidal flat at the back of the market gardens at Mascot. 
He also chose a site at Eagle Farm, Brisbane, but the newly-appointed Director of 
Aerodromes Capt. E C Johnston, opposed the idea suggesting that the site would 
become too boggy during the wet season.   An alternative site was chosen at 
Archerfield, but aircraft used Eagle Farm during World War II, the site of the 
Brisbane Airport. He was also one of the first pilots to operate regularly from 
Melbourne Essendon's airport. 
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During the 1930s Frank obtained Government sponsorship through aero clubs to 
establish training centres at Bendigo and Ballarat. He also surveyed fisheries in 
Tasmania and South Australia to help establish transportation of fish, by air to the 
mainland in an aircraft made available to him from the Government. 
 
To assist up-and-coming pilots he organised a series of aerial pageants in country 
towns, sharing the gate money to such an extent that visiting pilots from Melbourne 
had their expenses covered. It was during this period that he flew the first autogyro 
from Melbourne to Sydney. 
 

 
Frank Roberts was a one of the pilots on Australian Aerial Services Ltd inaugural 
service from Adelaide to Sydney on 2 June 1924, via Mildura, Hay, Narrandera and 
Cootamundra 
 
In 1935 he formed a company called Turner Airways which later and became 
Victorian and Interstate Airways (V.I.A. Ltd). It operating a daily airmail and 
passenger service between Melbourne, Deniliquin and Hay. He was managing 
director of V.I.A. Ltd until 1965. He retired from business in 1969. 
 
During World War II his air service ceased and, at the request of the RAAF he 
formed the Brighton Air Training Corps Squadron and commanded the unit with the 
rank of Squadron Leader (Honorary). The company concentrated on the 
manufacture of aircraft components for Avro Ansons, Tiger Moth wings and control 
surfaces and tail units for Beaufighters and Lincoln bombers. They also 
manufactured wooden belly fuel tanks for USAF Kittihawk and Cobra aircraft. 
 
Following World War II, and with a Government determined to nationalise all air 
services, the company employing 500 staff decided to diversify its interests and 
developed techniques to manufacture pre-fabricated house units for the housing of 
on-site constructions workers, shearers and new Australians. 
 
In 1965, Frank at 68, retired from the company and was made Chairman. In 
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retirement Frank and Edna spent time with younger family members, enjoyed their 
garden and went fishing. In June 1970 Frank Leonard Roberts was awarded the 
OBE for his services to Civil Aviation in Australia. 
Sadly following a short illness Edna, his wife, passed away in 1984 and on 24th 
June 1993 Frank died. 
 
 
 

MAIL FROM LISMORE TO TENTERFIELD BY THE 
NEW ENGLAND MOTOR COMPANY (1920-1970) 
 
An air service never eventuated between Lismore and Tenterfield after the 1930 trial.  The 
road service, though, kept going. 
 
In the 1960’s your editor often used the New England Motor Company’s three-times-a-week 
bus between Lismore and Tenterfield.  It had the mail contract from Lismore and picked up 
and dropped off bags at South Gundurimba, Casino, Mummulgum, Mallanganee, Tabulum, 
Drake, Sandy Hills and Black Swamp, and on to Tenterfield.  Very little of the road west of 
Tabulum was tarred.  At times your editor used to get off at Drake, at the quaint wooden post 
office building built by Harold Bell Lasseter. Lasseter, who also worked on renovations to the 
road, obtained fame later for ‘perishing’ in Central Australia in search of a lost reef of gold. 
 

 
The Lismore Depot of the New England Motor Co.  Your editor could have been on this bus. 
 
Most of the mail bags from the Northern Rivers were landed at the Tenterfield Post Office for 
sorting, before being on-loaded on to the Brisbane Express (via Wallangarra) train at going 
south later in the day.  That’s how mail got from Lismore to Gen Innes, Inverell and 
Armidale, and going the other way to Stanthorpe, Warwick and Toowoomba. 
 
Sadly, in the 1960’s, the bus was segregated.  Aboriginal Australians, most going to the 
settlement just outside of Tabulum, were forced to sit at the back.  Those of us with a non-
Koori background were told to sit up the front.  After the 1967 Referendum things started to 
change. 
 
George Albert Robinson started the New England Motor Co. when he was 37 in 1918 when 
he took over an ailing Casino-based garage business.   He started to run a car service in that 
year between Casino and Tenterfield, in opposition to Walter and James Lynn’s service. The 
following year he extended the service to Lismore and relocated his base there before also 
acquiring a Lismore/Ballina route, realising his aim of operating a passenger service ‘from 
the mountains to the sea’. 
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George Robinson and his company ended up playing a major role in the motor and air 
transport industries, not only in northern New South Wales, but throughout Australia, 
especially with New England Airways (1931-1936) he started, which will be another story. 
 
There was plenty of competition from other operators, but the New England Motor Co. 
prevailed by investing in modern vehicles offering a more comfortable, quicker service.  By 
late-1920 it was the only transport company still plying the routes. The New England Motor 
Co did take on staff from these other operators. They also picked up their mail contracts. 
In the period before 1930, when the North Coast Railway opened, the quantity of mail on the 
Lismore to Tenterfield run was huge. 
 
 

 
 
The service car would meet the train at Tenterfield at 10am each day and travel down the 
tortuous road to stop at Jordan’s Hotel at Tabulam, where it also met up with the Tenterfield-
bound car.    Often drivers would change over at this half-way point and return home.   
Cadillacs, which were open tourers and therefore dust-collectors, made way for the 
American-built Whites (equipped with local bodies) in 1927. 
 
After 1930, when there was a direct Sydney to Lismore (& Murwillumbah and to South 
Brisbane) train service, despite a train ferry over the Clarence River at Grafton until 1932. 
The Brisbane Express via Wallangarra was reduced to a three-times-a-week service. So too 
was the New England Motor Co.’s service to Tenterfield reduced from six days a week to 
three days a week. Mail volumes were less, but there was still plenty of mail for the New 
England region and the Darling Downs of Queensland. 
 
After World War II the new WA20 White buses were introduced, followed by two AEC 
Rangers in 1958.    These were among only three imported to Australia, and were designed 
for markets such as India with very rough roads (therefore well-suited to the Tenterfield to 
Tabulam section).  
 
They had high clearance, were lowly-geared and equipped with heavy duty bodies. As the 
roads improved they were replaced with the lighter, faster Ford Thames. 
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A bus is loaded and ready to depart Rouse Street in Tenterfield for Lismore in the early 1950s, 
with the post office in the background. 
 
The New England Motor Company was sold to Kirklands in January 1970 and the 
road service to Tenterfield ended. 

 

This AEC Ranger bus was the type used in the 1960’s on the Tenterfield run 
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STOCKTON FERRIES PTY LTD & ITS TOKENS 
 

 
 
These 23mm-diameter silver-bronze tokens.  “STOCKTON FERRIES / PTY LTD” appeared on both 
sides. 
 
They were for use with the Company’s turnstiles at Stockton Wharf and at Newcastle’s Queen’s 
wharf.  These were on opposite sides of the Hunter River, just above its mouth to the Pacific. 
 

 
 
A Mr Hugh Boyce commenced a ferry service to Stockton from Newcastle with a rowing boat in 
1853. 
In 1898 a Mr Limeburner purchased the launch Trilby for the Newcastle Dyke end service. 
His first launch driver was Tom Walters who later established Stockton Ferries Pty. Ltd. 
In 1916, as well as the passenger ferry, a vehicular ferry Mildred was built at Walsh Island 
Dockyard and launched that year for the Stockton to Newcastle service. The operation of 
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the service was taken over by the Public Service Department.   In 1930 this vehicular ferry 
was taken over by the Main Roads Board (DMR). These were replaced when the road bridge 
to Stockton was built in 1972.     The passenger ferry service survived the bridge. 

In 1934 the passenger ferry SS Bluebell (2nd) run by a Mr Kelly, sunk in a collision with 
coaster Waraneen.    Carrying between 40 and 50 passengers, the Stockton-bound ferry 
came into a broadside collision with the Waraneen and sank half way across the Hunter 
River shortly after 10:45pm on the night of 9 August.    Although it was first thought that all 
passengers had been saved, it was discovered the following morning that three passengers 
were still unaccounted for. 

 
The Bluebell disaster in 1934 

 
Fares in 1935 were 2d for adults and 1d for children with weekly tickets available. 
 
In 1978 after more than 50 years of service by the Walters family, the Stockton Ferry 
Company was sold.   It was sold to Gordon Davey of the Hawkesbury River Ferries.  In July 
1982 the Stockton Newcastle ferry service was discontinued. 
The service was re-commenced by the New South Wales Government’s Urban Transit Authority 
on 2 February 1983.   You now only need your Opal Card.  There are no more tickets, let alone 
tokens. 
 

 
 
Stockton Ferries Pty Ltd’s Edith Waller approaching Stockton Wharf in 1982. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stockton,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunter_River_(New_South_Wales)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunter_River_(New_South_Wales)
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From the 1930’s, the cost of operating the turnstiles and minting replacement tokens, and the 
Great Depression, forced the Company to move to issue only paper tickets: -  
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