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THE CLUB MEETS AGAIN ON THIS TUESDAY 29 JUNE 2021 BUT WEAR A 

MASK 
 

 

Ron Wilson’s tables at our monthly min-fair in April 2021 at the Orange 

Cultural Centre.  Our mini-fairs are on the 1st Saturday of each month and run 

from about 9am to 1pm.
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OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING 

IS THIS TUESDAY 29th 

JUNE 2021  
 

 
The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St 

 

The Club’s next monthly 

meeting is on next Tuesday 

night, the 29th June 2021 at 

the Orange Cultural Centre 
 

Under the just announced 

Covid Health Regulations 

from 6p.m. on 26 June 2021 to 

9 July 2021, in regional areas 

like ours, for meetings face-

masks are now mandatory. 

In addition one person is 

allowed for every 4 square 

metres of space.  We should 

just achieve that. 
 

 

The next monthly meeting after that is 

on Tuesday 27th July 2021 
 

The monthly coin & stamp mini-fair is in 

the Orange Cultural Centre is on Saturday 

3rd July 2021 from 9 to about 1.  This may 

have to be cancelled. 
 

It’s held in Sale St, Orange.  It’s the 

building that used to be a school. It’s on 

the right hand side as you enter the 

Woolworths Car Park.  The building is sort 

of opposite Harris Farm Market, but 

entrance is from the mini-park on the Sale 

St frontage. 

 

Our annual general meeting will be on 

Tuesday night, 7.30 on 28th September 

2021 
 

OUR CLUB’S POSTAL 

ADDRESS HAS CHANGED 

TO PO BOX 9113, 

ORANGE 2800 
 

The Club has taken a smaller PO Box at 

East Orange LPO in lieu of Box 324.   PO 

Boxes at East Orange have 8000 or 9000 

numbers. 
 

Our new postal address is: -  

ORANGE COIN & STAMP 

CLUB 

PO BOX 9113 

ORANGE NSW 2800 

 

PHILAS AUCTION #139 

POSTPONED TILL AUGUST 

2021 
 

Greame Morris has just advised (by e-mail 

on Sunday 27 June 2021) that the PHILAS 

Auction at PHILAS House in Darlinghurst 

has been postponed until Saturday 14th 

August 2021. Viewing of lots wil be on the 

previous week. 

 

Because of COVID-19 restrictions in 

Sydney, Philas House is closed.  We hope 

to re-open on Saturday 10 July if restrictions 

are not extended. 

 

Full details are on the website 

  https://www.philas.net.au   which will be 

kept up-to-date, so check it from time to 

time. 

 
 

https://www.philas.net.au/
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Orange EXPO 2021 

please continue to 

support them:-  
Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 
2000    Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax 
(02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) – PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)                 
Buying and Selling 
 

Orange Stamps & Coins 
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  
             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling - Stamps, Coins, 
Banknotes, Accessories, etc. 
 

Pittwater Philatelic Service – 

(John  Pearson) Newport Beach.  
 Phone (02)9979 1561 
 Email: 
pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au 
 

Phil & Win Morehouse, 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 
4087, Email – 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. 
World-wide stamps bought and sold 

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of 

Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 
 

Pacific Rim Coins 
(Chris Buesnell)      
Level 3 / 1 Central Avenue, Lane Cove. 
Phone 02 9418 6593 
www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com 
 

DATES FOR 2021 
 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Tuesday 29th June 2021 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular 

monthly fair at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Saturday 3rd July 2021, 9-1 

 

Campbelltown Club’s meeting, 14th July 

2021 at Senior Citizens Hall, 91 Queen St, 

C’town.  7pm. Australian Art exhibit – Bill 

Richardson 
 

PHILAS Auction #138, 10 July 2021 at 

PHILAS House, Darlinghurst. This time room 

bidders will be allowed. POSTPONED – 

NEW DATE IS SATURDAY 14th 

AUGUST  
 

Orange Stamps & Coins 

Auction #8, Saturday 17th July 2021, 

at the Orange High School Hall, 

Woodward St, viewing 8-12.30, auction at 

1.30pm 

 

Northern Suburbs Club’s Winters Day 

with Stamps Saturday 24 July 2021 at St 

Leonard’s Church Hall , Cnr Willoughby 

Rd and Donnelly Rd, Naremburn 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Tuesday 27th July 2021 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular 

monthly fair at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Saturday 7th August 2021, 9-1 
 

Bendigo Stamp Fair 7th August 2021, St 

Andrews Uniting Church Hall, Myers St, 

Bendigo 

 
PHILAS Auction #138, Saturday 14th 

August 2021 at PHILAS House, Darlinghurst. 

This time room bidders will be allowed 

(maybe).   Rescheduled from 10 July 2021 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Tuesday 24th August 2021 

 

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
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Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

fair at the Orange Cultural Centre, 

Saturday 4th September 2021, 9-1 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. Followed by the annual general. 

7.30pm at the Orange Cultural Centre, 

Tuesday 28th September 2021 

 
 

Toowoomba National One-Frame 

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021 
 

Philas Open Day, PHILAS House, 16th 

October 2021, 10-4pm 

 

 

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition 

Friday 21 October to 

Sunday 23 October 2021 

Newcastle Showground 

Exhibition Centre, Broadmeadow 

 

 

Campbelltown Club’s Fisher’s Ghost 

Stamp Fair Sunday 7th November 

– subject to confirmation 

 

PHILAS Auction #139, Saturday 13th 

November 2021 at PHILAS 

House, Darlinghurst 
 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 27-28 

November  2021, Sturt Primary School, 

White Avenue, Karingal, Wagga  
 

Canberra Stampshow 2022 & 22nd 

National Philatelic 

Convention, 18-20 March 

2022 at Thoroughbred Park,, 

1 Randwick Road, Lyneham, 

Canberra 

 

OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK  
 

Colin Richardson advises that Circuit 

Book #92 is ¾ of the way through the list.    

Coin Circuit Book #2 has been finalised. 

Colin said he needs coin and stamp pages 

for the next circuit books. 
 

Colin can be contacted direct at 

Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com 

Ph: 63690634 

 

ITEMS FOR THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND 

CORRESPONDENCE TO 

THE CLUB 
Items for this newsletter could be posted to 

the Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -

PO Box 9113 ORANGE 2800 

Better still you could e-mailed to: - 

ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone (020 63 614 87

 

 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 
Whether you want advice or can’t find what you’re looking for, contact us. We have a wide array of collectables in our 

store and our friendly team will be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 2047, or send an email 
to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or shop on-line.  

 
Regular Opening Hours: 

Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm 

Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

ALAN LEES  

Geoff Henry has advised us of the death of foundation Mudgee Club member, 

Alan Lees: -  
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VALE ERNST HOLLAND 
 

 
Ernst Holland receiving his 60 years of service for the Rural Fire Service medal in 2019  

 

News of Ernst Holland’s passing has rocked the lapidary fraternity as well as numerous other 

organisations, pardon the pun Ernie. Ernie passed away on Sunday evening 20th June, 2021, 

in Orange Hospital after being transferred from Bathurst Hospital as the Air Ambulance 

couldn’t pick him up due to bad weather over the mountains. Ernst was involved in so many 

organisations during his lifetime one has to wonder how he fitted everything in. 

 

Ernst has taught himself the artistic skills of gem cutting, faceting and jewellery making and 

he volunteers teaching his gemstone artistry at the Bathurst Stamp, Coin, Collectables and 

Lapidary Club and more recently the newly named Bathurst Lapidary and Collectors Club. 

Several years ago Ernie become a ‘National Level Judge’ with the Gem and Lapidary 

Council of New South Wales. Along with his wife Elaine he has regularly attended, since the 

year 2000, the annual GEMBOREE National Gem and Mineral Show held all over Australia. 

Ernst was a founding member of the Grenfell Lapidary Club. He later helped form the first 

Bathurst Rock and Mineral Club. In 2000 he joined the Bathurst Stamp, Coin, Collectables 

and Lapidary Club. He for many years organised rock trips away and was the club’s local 

Trip Leader organising local fieldtrips until recently. He was always willingly passed on 

information and encourage younger members. He was President, Public Officer and other 

positions over the years. He volunteers and teaches U3A classes his love of lapidary. He was 

once a share farmer, a shearer, a dozer driver, a structural welder, and at times a professional 

shooter before applying for a job at Jenolan Caves where he was a guide till 1984 before 

becoming Senior Guide and by 1988 was Reserve Manager at Jenolan Caves, and later also 

Abercrombie and Wombeyan Caves. Ernst had a twenty-nine years and three months 

association with Jenolan Caves. 
 

Your editor had worked with Ernie Holland when he was at the Geological & Mining 

Museum in Sydney.  While working at Jenolan Caves, Ernst had been an active member of 

the Friends of the Museum. 
 

He was a volunteer and guide doing tours and talks at Bathurst’s famous Australian Fossil 

and Mineral Museum as well as a museum volunteer at the Bathurst District Historical 

Society Museum. In 2013 Ernie became a Fellow of the Australian Institute for History and 

Arts for his contribution to lapidary.   He was on the 200-named, 2025 Bathurst Living 

Legends  
 

He was neither a stamp or coin collector, but a past-president and very important & 

influential member of the Bathurst Club. 
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ORANGE STAMPS & 

COINS AUCTION #8 
 

 

SATURDAY, 17th JULY 2021 
 

At the Orange High School Hall 
 

Cnr. Summer& Woodward Streets, ORANGE 
Off-street parking is available 

Turn left opposite the United Petrol Station in Woodward Street and 

just prior to the traffic lights 
 

 

Viewing 8am to 12.30pm 

Auction starts at 1.30pm 
 

 

A digital (pdf) copy of the 32-page Catalogue can be obtained from 

ORANGE STAMPS AND COINS 
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 2800 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bidders not able to attend will need to appoint an agent to bid on their 

behalf at this auction. 

Please contact Howard Lyons by phone on (02) 6362 2368, or by fax 

on (02) 6362 2368, by 

E-mail on howard.lyons@bigpond.com , or by mail at Orange Stamps 

and Coins, P.O. Box 9288, Orange, NSW. 2800   

mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
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THE DESIGN OF NEW ZEALAND’S 

DECIMAL COINS OF 1967 & THE 2c MULE 
 

[At the May 2021 Club meeting, Tony Read showed copies of the New Zealand/ Bahamas 2c 

coin mule]   

 

CHOOSING DESIGNS FOR NEW ZEALAND’ DECIMAL COINS 
 

Tony Read noted that while Australia changed to Decimal currency on 14th February 1966, New 

Zealand changed a little later on 10th July 1967.    

 

The change to decimal currency in 1967 was the most fundamental shift in New Zealand’s 

currency since the first national notes and coins were issued in the early 1930s by the Reserve 

Bank and The Treasury respectively. It was not an overnight decision; the first call for 

decimalisation came as early as 1908, the idea gained momentum during the 1930s and the 

formal process was initiated in 1957 after a series of private members’ bills, culminating in the 

April 1963 decision to make the change in July 1967. 

 

While all parties agreed that Queen Elizabeth should feature on the coins, the real issue was what 

to put on the reverse (‘tails’). The question was complex; whatever was chosen had to be locally 

relevant, and the brief threw focus on the ways in which New Zealanders saw themselves. 

Although, as the expert committee assembled by the government eventually put it to the Minister 

of Finance, “no other country” had “ever chosen coin designs by public selection”, and the expert 

committee was aware that ordinary New Zealanders would have an opinion.  

 

 
Early submitted coin designs often showed a pastoral image 

 

The coin design process began with a public competition that generated 624 designs submitted 

by 156 individuals.    Most of these ideas reflected prevailing popular icons, notably New 

Zealand native birds such as the fantail; kowhais, mountains, Maori images such as the tiki, the 

dolphin Pelorus Jack, swordfish, stags, trout, the “new Parliament building” – the Beehive, then 

in sketch design – along with “crops, stock, industry”, a “map of the world with New Zealand 

possessions”, Napier foreshore icon Pania of the Reef, cows and sheep.  

These ideas were a window into New Zealand’s popular self-image of the day, framed by the 

original terms of reference; an emerging nation whose wealth was based on pastoral prosperity, 

and whose people retained close ties with their rugged colonial past, notably expressed through 

hunting and fishing.  

 

Three designers, J. Churchward, L. C. Mitchell and G. Norfolk, produced initial concepts; but 

these were not enough for an informed decision. The committee then approached 14 professional 

designers to produce detailed proposals, finally commissioning 11 of them for the job.    The 

brief included finding themes that embodied major aspects of New Zealand life, broadly framed 

around the fundamental ideas of pastoralism, tourism, nationalism, exploration, flora, fauna and 
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Maori. The selection of designers added another dimension to the thinking behind the images and 

themes of the currency.   Some, such as James Berry, Frank Shurrock and Paul Beadle, were 

New Zealanders – presenting New Zealand images as New Zealanders saw them. Others, such as 

Eric Fraser, M. Rizzello and Milner Gray, were British.    Inevitably, their coins were New 

Zealand imagery as seen from a British cultural perspective. This subtly different angle had its 

effects on the nature of the images they came up with. All the designers overlaid their broad 

themes with detailed currency-specific styles varying from starker modern patterns to more 

traditional elaborations, as is evident from the range of different drawings and sketches 

eventually produced. 

 

The process of sifting the multitude of coin designs and reaching a consensus on the final 

selection can best be described as tortuous.   There were elimination rounds and consultations 

with the designers, and it was November 1965 before several sets were approved by the Cabinet 

for submission to the British-based Royal Mint.   This step was partly a function of practicality; 

the coins were likely to be struck by the Royal Mint, and the Mint also carried a body of long-

standing expertise in regard to designs. This expertise did not exist in New Zealand in the 1960s.  

The sets submitted for the Mint’s comments were a mix-and-match of designs by four 

individuals. 

 
 

 
 

Shurrock’s designs 
 

The first set of New Zealand coin designs met a mixed reception when considered by the Royal; 

Mint in December 1965. Frank Shurrock’s football player, described as a “vigorous conception 

of a typical New Zealand club footballer” was accepted by Cabinet as a contender for the 20 cent 

piece, but the idea met little favour when passed on to the Mint.   This rebuff did not go down 

well in New Zealand,  

 

The dissonance between New Zealand’s concepts and the Royal Mint’s expectations of more 

traditional monetary designs did not reduce the quality or quantity of work, as surviving sketches 

of the controversial rugby coin reveal.   Content included New Zealand images such as the 

rifleman, tuatara, athletes and the fern-leaf, to more abstracted images such as a “heraldic ship”.    
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Their designs were not well received.    Shurrock”s football player came in for particular 

criticism.    In response the New Zealand committee asked for fresh designs, incorporating the 

Mint’s suggestions, from Eileen Mayo, Juliet Cowen, T. V. Johnston, T. J. Taylor and James 

Berry.      However, the rejected designs shortly leaked out to the media, creating a brief storm 

that swiftly embroiled the politician in charge, Robert Muldoon, then under-secretary for 

Finance. There was a public outcry; Invercargill residents, for instance, described the proposed 

designs as everything from “all right” to “terrible”, even “mad”.    It had been an unfortunate faux 

pas, but as at least one paper observed, it did create an opportunity to debate the issue.   The 

media approached the designers for comment; 78-year old Shurrock declared that he was not 

worried. 

 

One correspondent suggested “national birds”, tourist attractions such as Mitre Peak, export 

themes, and a “Maori carving”. Even those wanting something “more inspiring and modern” 

than existing coins framed their ideas around these images. Only a few were more abstract; one 

Invercargill resident submitted an embroidery pattern intended to symbolise “closer co-operation 

of pakeha and Maori”.     
 

Any popular idea that this public debate might decide the content of the coins was, however, 

misplaced. A public petition pushing for the Beadle designs was rejected. The Minister of 

Finance publicly agreed to change four of the six initially approved designs in early February; but 

by the time the argument brewed up, the committee had already commissioned fresh professional 

input, and the new proposals were submitted to the Royal Mint in March. Twenty six of them 

were made public for comment, but in a practical sense, this was largely to inform. The more 

influential remarks from the committee’s perspective were those of the Royal Mint, who reported 

back in May largely favouring Berry’s designs.    Even these assessments, however, were taken 

with some caution; the difference between the British and New Zealand perception of what was 

most socially relevant remained clear, and the New Zealand coinage committee concluded that 

the Mint committee might have been “handicapped by having limited familiarity with the New 

Zealand scene”. The result was that the New Zealand committee did not have a particularly clear 

consensus to work from, and when it came down to the final decision the coinage committee 

initially put forward “majority” and “minority” lists. All reflected the existing popular images of 

New Zealand – Maori motifs, classic New Zealand scenery such as geysers and mountains, 

pastoralism, the kiwi, and colonial settlement represented by HMS Endeavour.   

 
James Berry’s first designs 
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Other James Berry designs that didn’t make it 
 

 
 

James Berry’s later designs that didn’t make it 
 
 

A final decision still had to be made; and after a series of to-and-fro discussions, the committee 

finally plumped for Berry’s artwork, which had been prepared through a process in consultation 

with the committee, and which was built on the directions, design work and decisions of the 

previous 18 months. The ultimate choices were thematically more conservative than some of the 

ideas explored up to that point, an angle that was informed in part by similarly styled approaches 

taken not only to the decimal notes but also to the postage stamps of the day. Themes included 

the fern-leaf (one cent), kowhai flower (two cent), Kiwi (20 cent) and HMS Endeavour (50 cent).    

The committee almost ran with, at the penultimate moment, the “Maori mask or Tekoteko” 

design that James Berry proposed for the five cent piece was substituted for the Shurrock-derived 

10 cent Maori motif; and Berry’s 10-cent Tuatara motif was adopted for the five cent).  

 

These recommendations were adopted. The only non-Berry design was the commemorative 

dollar by William Gardner. The decisions were announced in mid-June 1966, barely a year 

before the coins had to be in circulation – in the wider scheme of things, not a great deal of time 

to finalise, develop and mint them. 
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The 1967 coins 

 

The new Decimal coins that were eventually issued were in denominations of 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 

50 cents.  

 

THE 2c COIN MULE FIASCO 
 

On the first day it was discovered that the 2c coin wasn’t what it was supposed to be.  It was the 

same size as the Bahamas 1c coin.   A number of coins had a Bahamas obverse and a New 

Zealand reverse.  An estimated 60,000 2c coins or 10% of the mintage were these Bahamas /New 

Zealand mules. 

 
 

 
 
 

In this case, James Berry's New Zealand design had been backed with the work of Arnold 

Machin, who designed the Bahama Islands coins for their conversion to decimal currency in 

1966. With a diameter of 21.0058 mm the Bahamas five cent was a close match for the 21.082 

mm of the New Zealand two cent. Both coins were made by a single manufacturer, the Royal 

Mint. Four faulty coins were reported on the first day of decimal release in New Zealand, but that 

was just the tip of the iceberg. Officials in the Royal Mint thought up to 600,000 might have been 

struck and agreed to replace them at zero cost to New Zealand. Meanwhile the Minister of 

Finance of the day, Robert Muldoon, assured the public that any faulty coins – which were not 

legal tender – would be replaced with real ones. That was easier said than done.  

 

Rumour that the 'mules' had a potential collectors' value of up to $200 – about $3,400 in 2014 

money – prompted some members of the public to hold on to the miss-stamped coins. Hopes 

were dashed, however, when the first was auctioned in early August 1967 and fielded just $32 – 

a disappointing sum.   Tony added that hey now sell for about A$300. 

 

Finding the errant coins, in the end, came down to manual sifting, a huge task that was done at 

Royal Mint expense. Around 600,000 two cent pieces were individually inspected, of which 

some 60,000 were 'mules', mostly in the Wellington region. These were melted down in 

Auckland.   The problem was that these were not the only difficulties with the decimal currency 
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coinage. Coins were also found with their edges clipped, or which had been stamped off-centre, 

or with only one side stamped, or which had been stamped in the wrong metal.  

 

There were media reports of coins too thick for slots in pay-phones, and of a twenty-cent piece 

that broke in half when dropped. Concerns flared in Britain as the scale of the 'mule' fiasco 

emerged. The Chancellor of the Exchequer feared the Royal Mint might even lose New Zealand 

as a customer.  

 

A six-month investigation suggested that supervision processes were sub-standard. Security was 

also apparently minimal. However, the error should still have been found before the coins were 

shipped. Standard process involved 19 separate checks to ensure the correct dies were used and 

that any faulty coins were caught. One explanation, Mint officials proposed, was sabotage. The 

'mules' were restricted to a production batch of 100,000 New Zealand two cent coins that had 

been made on 18 and 19 January 1967, soon after a strike at the Mint, called over staff grading 

and plans to move it from London to Cardiff.   Tempers were still running high and there was 

some evidence that documents had been tampered with to hide possible die substitution. No other 

'mules' had been found from any other production batch, despite the fact that both New Zealand 

and Bahama Islands coins were being minted at the same time on different presses. The counter-

argument was that staff wanting to sabotage the Mint would be more likely to simply break the 

equipment than go through the rather complex process of arranging a deliberately defective coin. 

In all likelihood the cause was a combination of human error and faulty checking processes. 

However, because of the time-lag between the minting date and the discovery of the problem in 

New Zealand, it was not possible to identify the culprit. In the end, nobody could be held 

responsible, and no disciplinary action was taken. 

 

The last New Zealand 2c coins were minted for circulation in 1987, with collector coins being 

made for 1988. The coins were slowly withdrawn from circulation, before finally being 

demonetised (no longer legal tender) on 1 May 1990.   

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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MAIL DELIVERY BY CAT 
 

 

 

One of the very recent Stanley Gibbons monthly magazines made mention of the 

1879 experiment in using cats to deliver mail.  The trial apparently occurred in the 

environs of the Belgian city of Liege. 
 

The Belgian authorities recruited 37 cats to deliver mail, with waterproof bags 

attached to their collars. It was an idea posited by the Belgian Society for the 

Elevation of the Domestic Cat, which felt cats' natural sense of direction was 

not being fully exploited. 
 

During the trial, the cats were rounded up from their villages near Liège, taken 

a few kilometres away and burdened with a note in a bag - with the idea the cat 

would return home complete with missive. There was a bowl of milk waiting 

for them at their delivery destination. 
 

Although all the cats - and the correspondence - eventually turned up, the feline 

disposition unsurprisingly proved unsuited to providing a swift or reliable 

postal service and the idea was dropped. 

 

 
 

The story gained further traction with the publication in 2007 of the children’s 

book, The Mail Carrier Cats of Liege (Les Chats Facteurs de Liège) by 

Gretchen Lamont  
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Also, the press in the United States became fascinated with this zany story.   A 

wire service must have got hold of it. There were contemporary write ups in 

newspapers across the eastern United States, including the conservative New York 

Post.   
 

The cat delivery service, thankfully, does not seem to have gone past a trial.   An 

on-line search couldn’t find a photo, or any sort of image of it. 
 

The only stamp issue featuring the Belgian cat delivery was one produced by the 

rather “dodgy” Sandy Island Post Office:-  
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Sandy Island Post Office was the invention of Italian philatelist Postmaster, Signor 

Fabio Vaccarezza.    This Sandy Island (although there are quite a number island 

so named throughout the World) was entirely fictional. 

It gets much worse. Since Signor Fabio’s death, a German man calling 

himself King Marduk I has laid claim, on behalf of the State Kingdom of Marduk, 

to Sandy Island, which he claims does indeed exist and which he names after 

himself, i.e. King Marduk Island.   
 

The self-styled king, who is named for a Babylonian god (or possibly for the 

eponymous alleged tenth planet of our solar system “discovered” by the crackpot 

archaeo-astronomer Zechariah Sitchin), several years ago tried to 

claim the Principality of Sealand, the disused World War II derrick off the coast of 

Essex, England. 

 
 

King Marduk I 

http://www.rnzi.com/pages/news.php?op=read&id=72767
http://www.echo-news.co.uk/news/4070210.Row_as____King_Marduk____claims_Sealand/
http://www.echo-news.co.uk/news/4070210.Row_as____King_Marduk____claims_Sealand/
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-5_Wa5tXz3yY/UMyHCufcR7I/AAAAAAAAFJw/W8IehzkWA3M/s1600/King+Marduk+Kingdom+of+Marduk.jpg
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SOME OTHER POST OFFICE CATS: THE UNITED 

KINGDOM 
 

 
 

In 1868 three cats were formally employed as mousers at the Money Order Office 

in London. They were "paid" a wage of one shilling a week - which went towards 

their upkeep - and were given a six-month probationary period. 

They obviously did their job efficiently as in 1873 they were awarded an increase 

of 6d a week. The official use of cats soon spread to other post offices. 
 

According to the Postal Museum, the most popular cat of all was Tibs. Born in 

November 1950, at his biggest he weighed 23lbs (10.4kg) and lived in the Post 

Office headquarters' refreshment club in the basement of the building in central 

London. During his 14 years' service he kept the building rodent-free. When he 

died, Tibs (the son of Minnie, another epic post office cat) was lauded with an 

obituary in the service’s magazine that recalled that “there is no record of Tibs ever 

granting audience to a Postmaster General”. 

 

The last Post Office HQ cat, Blackie, died in June 1984, and since then there 

have been no further felines employed there. 
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In 2016 the Royal Mail announced that it would open a new Postal Museum 

and Mail Rail. Its exhibitions would feature a restored section of a little-known 

London underground mail railroad. But it buried the cat story. Sure, the 

institution is responsible for such mail-delivery revolutions as the postage 

http://postalmuseum.org/
http://postalmuseum.org/
http://www.royalmailgroup.com/royal-mail-celebrates-175th-anniversary-penny-black-and-origin-one-price-goes-anywhere-universal
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stamp and the iconic red pillar mailbox, but the upcoming heritage effort is 

exciting for more than mere philatelic history. Located beneath the streets of 

London, the Royal Mail also payed tribute to the phenomenon of post office 

cats.  
 

The Guardian reported that the museum would feature a display paying homage 

to the postal system’s furry employees of yore — post office cats with their own 

wages and pensions. Early postmasters weren’t necessarily cat lovers; they 

needed a way to get rid of mice. So they brought cats in to their buildings. But 

cats don’t eat for free, and in 1868 the Secretary of the Post Office authorized 

post offices to hire cats, allotting only one shilling, not the requested two, a 

week to feed all three original cats—over time, the salary of these furry workers 

would sometimes result in bitter battles over just how much money they 

deserved. In 1918, a finicky cat helped bump the salary up, giving each cat its 

own weekly shilling, and that rate remained until the 1950s, when it was 

revealed that the one-shilling-a-week allowance had stayed the same, though 

the rate apparently kept up with inflation over the years.  

 

The Postal Museum advertised on the internet "Following the passing of Tibs 

the Great, the last great Post Office cat, the Postal Museum is searching for 12 

volunteer mousers to fill the vacancy until September 2018.   Each month a 

successful cat-pplicant would be appointed to the ceremonial role of Postal 

Museum Cat (PMC). PMCs were expected to work from home so needed be 

reliable purr-fessionals. While a volunteer position, there are great purrks, 

including provision of an official hat (modelled below by Charlie). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.royalmailgroup.com/royal-mail-celebrates-175th-anniversary-penny-black-and-origin-one-price-goes-anywhere-universal
http://www.royalmailgroup.com/sites/default/files/Royal%20Mail%20Post%20Boxes%20Heritage%20Agreement.pdf
https://books.google.com/books?id=tnjgqpNKYksC&lpg=PA93&dq=%22post%20office%20cats%22&pg=PA93#v=onepage&q=%22post%20office%20cats%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=tnjgqpNKYksC&lpg=PA93&dq=%22post%20office%20cats%22&pg=PA93#v=onepage&q=%22post%20office%20cats%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=2lIEAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA46&lpg=PA46&dq=%22post+office+cats%22+england&source=bl&ots=c-hkGd4qgq&sig=WFCN92_3M6cnc9PzH3iiJ7rU4t0&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiO4JaurOHKAhVP9GMKHckRA9IQ6AEIRDAI#v=onepage&q=%22post%20office%20cats%22%20england&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=2lIEAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA46&lpg=PA46&dq=%22post+office+cats%22+england&source=bl&ots=c-hkGd4qgq&sig=WFCN92_3M6cnc9PzH3iiJ7rU4t0&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiO4JaurOHKAhVP9GMKHckRA9IQ6AEIRDAI#v=onepage&q=%22post%20office%20cats%22%20england&f=false
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Again, the story of the British post office cats has been popularised in children’s 

book. Cats in the U.K., however, never got to deliver anything. 
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THE POST OFFICE CATS OF NEW YORK 
 

The United Kingdom might have had Tibs, but it didn’t have dibs on the idea of 

hard-working postal felines.   In 1904, the New York Times reported that 

George W. Cook, “the only Superintendent of Federal Cats in this country,” 

gave a party for 60 post office cats in honour of his own 81st birthday. On the 

menu? Calf liver and lamb kidney. 
 

Three years earlier, the population of post office cats had reached such 

proportions that the New York Post Office took the unprecedented step of 

banishing the entire group. The phenomenon was apparently quite common: 

Historic newspapers are filled with accounts of post office cats, their amazing 

rat- and mouse-catching skills, and their lives of brave (and adorable) service.  
 

 

Daniel Piazza, chief curator of philately at the Smithsonian National Postal 

Museum, says that post offices often kept beloved dogs as well. One example 

is Owney, a mail dog so beloved his colleagues at the post office had him stuffed 

and put him in a museum. "Dogs tended to be mascots for post offices," Piazza 

explains. "They were kept by the postal employees as pets, whereas cats were 

viewed more as working animals." Today, Owney is one of the National Postal 

Museum's biggest attractions, though Piazza admits he finds the taxidermied pup 

"kind of creepy." 

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=9E06EFDE123BE733A25755C0A9679D946597D6CF
https://books.google.com/books?id=kDcaAQAAIAAJ&dq=%22post%20office%20cats%22&pg=PA439#v=onepage&q=%22post%20office%20cats%22&f=false
http://postalmuseum.si.edu/
http://postalmuseum.si.edu/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/owney-the-mail-dog-48862403/?no-ist
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This U.S. Mail dog letter deliverer postcard image has definitely been “staged”. 

 

 

 
 

And, as a postscript, here is one of Howard Lyon’s former philatelic assistants 

sorting auction lots 
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BUT HERE’S ANOTHER ANIMAL & POST OFFICE STORY – 

BUT IT’S NOT CATS (OR DOGS) 
 

The Supia Post Office is in Arizona in the U.S.A.   The mail is carried by mule 

brigade to-and-fro this post office, which is near the base of the Grand Canyon 

(it can also be accessed by foot) six days a week.   Given its remote location, 

the mules take roughly three hours to move the out-going mail where it needs to 

go (to the Peach Springs, Arizona Post Office), and another five hours to make 

it back up the trail. In 2021 this process is indeed still in effect.  The post office 

is located in a village that is home to the Havasupai Nation, a Native American 

tribe. 
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GOLD SOVEREIGNS FROM 
AUSTRALIA AND THE R.M.S. 

DUORO HORDE 
 
[This article has been adapted from Tony Read’s talk to the March 2021 meeting.  Tony showed a selection of gold 
sovereigns recovered from the wreck of the R.M.S. Duoro.] 
 

 
 

 

Soon after commercial gold was discovered in the Australian Colonies in mid-1851, Sydney, 

Melbourne & Adelaide requested that a mint be established in their cities.   Sydney won the 

contest and a mint was set up in 1855.   It was the first mint in a British colony. It was a 

stipulation of the London Mint that coins could only be struck that showed the wording 

“SYDNEY MINT”. These locally-produced sovereigns were not legal tender in the United 

Kingdom.   Exported Sydney Mint coins had to be melted down to bullion before being re-

minted as a U.K. sovereign coins.  
 

A trial striking of Australian gold sovereigns had earlier been made in 1853 in London. These 

very first sovereigns are called patterns, because they were trial strikings not intended for 

circulation. Today, only four are known to exist, putting them among Australia’s rarest coins. 

 

Being the first branch of the Royal Mint outside London, there were some concerns as to 

whether the gold sovereigns could be produced in Sydney to the same exacting standards as 

in London.  The mint and the Colonial Office took the view that by having Sydney strike 

their first lot of sovereigns with a highly distinctive design, they would be easily removed 

from circulation at a later time should they prove to be lacking in any way. 

 

Dies for striking the coins were made in London and shipped out to the mint in Sydney on 

the three month sea journey.  The designer in London was James Wyon, cousin to the 

designer William Wyon who had created the Young Portrait which was being used on British 

coins.  James worked as William’s assistant until becoming Resident Engraver at the Royal 

Mint following William’s death in 1851. 
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The portrait James prepared for the Sydney sovereigns was his own work, an adaptation of 

his cousin’s design.  It was struck on the sovereign and half sovereign minted in Sydney in 

1855 and 1856 and did not appear on any other coins. 

 

In 1855 and 1856, the Sydney Mint struck the first sovereign for circulation. They featured a 

young head of Queen Victoria on the obverse. The reverse featured the word “AUSTRALIA” 

within a wreath and the inscription Sydney Mint above and One Sovereign. These are now 

referred to as the Type 1 Sydney Mint Gold Sovereign coin. They were only produced in 

1855 and 1856. 

 

 
 

1855 Australian gold sovereign from Sydney Mint – Type 1 
 

Fewer than two million Type 1 coins had been produced in 1855 and 1856 when an entirely 

new portrait of Queen Victoria was designed for the 1857 issue.  The designer of this portrait 

was Leonard Charles Wyon son of James Wyon.  The new design had a distinctly local 

element, with a sprig of banksia in the monarch’s hair arrangement, making it probably the 

most distinctive design on any Australian sovereigns in their history.  The design was first 

struck in 1857 and was minted each year until 1870 with the exception of 1869.   It is called 

the Type 2 Australian Gold Sovereign.   The reverse featured the same design as the Type 1 

coin (“SYDNEY MINT” over Crown and “AUSTRALA”) 

 

At first the coins minted in Sydney did appear a paler gold colour than their London minted 

counterparts.  Concern grew and people came to doubt the quality of the gold.  An assay in 

1856 found, however, that the coins minted in Sydney had 0.02% more gold in them than the 

coins of London, and that their lighter colour was due to the presence of silver in the 

naturally occurring alloy rather than the copper in London coins.  The Australian minted 

coins were therefore – in theory – of higher intrinsic value than their London counterparts. 
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The Type 2 Australian Gold Sovereign of 1857 to 1870 showed an image of Queen 

Victoria with a banksia wreath. 
.    

As early as 1862 it was decided that the Sydney minted coins should no longer have a 

distinct design and this was enacted by an Imperial Proclamation in 1867 but it was not until 

four years later in 1871 that the design on Sydney sovereigns conformed to that on those 

minted in London.  An era had ended. 
 

These 22 carat gold coins contained a small amount of copper which was added to the refined 

gold.  These Imperial Sovereigns had a small “s” mint mark. The small “s” only appears on 

Imperial sovereigns from 1871 onwards.    Later, the copper content caused oxidation 

problems, especially when the coins were submersed for long periods in seawater 
 

By that stage the sovereigns of Sydney represented approximately one in every twelve 

sovereigns circulating in the empire – a tribute to the size of the gold finds in Australia and 

the early success of the Sydney minting venture. 

 

 
1871 London Mint Imperial Gold Sovereign with the Shield reverse 

 

In 1872, The Melbourne Mint struck its first sovereign with an “M” mintmark and this 

continued until 1887 for most years. Both types feature the young head of Queen Victoria on 

the obverse and either the Shield or St George and the Dragon on the reverse.  The Shield 

reverse was only used until the end of the Queen Victoria ‘young head’ series in 1887.    

From 1872 to the Great Depression, the Melbourne Mint produced 150 million gold 

sovereigns. 

 

Benedetto Pistrucci’s design of St. George and the Dragon was used for the reverse of gold 

sovereigns at the Melbourne and Sydney Mints, during most years from 1871 to 1887 along 

with the Shield design. Later, in the years 1887-1893, the Jubilee head was used for the 

Sydney and Melbourne minted coins to commemorate Queen Victoria’s 50th anniversary 
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(Golden Jubilee 1837-1887) on the throne.  This is referred to as the “old head” of Queen 

Victoria. 
 
 

 
Melbourne Mint gold sovereigns of 1876 with St George reverse 

 

 
 

Gold Sovereign - Queen Victoria “old head” or Jubilee head obverse used from 1887-1893 
 
 

THE R.M.S. DUORO 
 

The RMS Duoro was an iron-hulled, passenger steam-ship that operated on the South American 

Service between Southampton and Buenos Aires.  She carried mail and newspapers under 

contract as well as precious cargo like gold and diamonds.  
 

The RMS Douro was one of the most favoured vessels in the extensive fleet of the Royal 

Mail Steam Packet Company, founded in London in 1839 by a Scotsman, James McQueen. 

Launched in 1865, by the time of her sinking the Douro was not the most modern of the 

Royal Mail’s vessels, but she was considered sturdy and comfortable, and often preferred by 

those who travelled on her regular route from South America to Britain. 
 

In the Victorian era, Britain was arguably the most prosperous nation in the world, and 

millions of tons of valuable goods flowed into the country’s ports. This included the cargoes 

brought from South America by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. The post and 

newspapers that was the company’s staple business were regularly accompanied by 

diamonds, high value coins and gold bars. In fact, RMS Douro had its own bullion room to 

ensure the most precious cargo was carried securely. 
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The RMS Duoro 

 

Initially designed for a crew of 114, by the time of her sinking in 1882 RMS Douro was only 

carrying 80 officers and crew. Yet comfort was certainly not compromised. Douro had a 

reputation for being the epicurists’ choice for the voyage, renowned for the exquisite meals, 

fine wines and lavish quantities of champagne served on board. Her passengers tended to be 

the elite: prosperous businessmen, diplomats, politicians and members of the Royal Court. 

They revelled in the luxury of 253 first class cabins. 

 

By 1882, RMS Douro was well established in her trans-Atlantic routing, having already 

completed sixty-one such trips. At the outset, her 62nd started normally, and she embarked 

from Rio de Janeiro loaded once again with well-heeled passengers and their servants, plus 

coffee, diamonds and gold – including a quantity of gold Sovereigns. 

 

Having docked at Salvador and Recife, the RMS Douro proceeded across the Atlantic via the 

Cape Verde Islands to Lisbon. Here the majority of her passengers disembarked, while other 

cargo (including Portuguese wine) was loaded for delivery to her destination port of 

Southampton. Perhaps the disembarkation or loading took longer than anticipated, but 

whatever the reason, the Douro left Lisbon an hour and a half late. She finally cast off at 

8.30pm on March 31st and sailed full steam ahead to make up time. 

 

Douro made good speed the following day and by evening had passed Cape Finisterre. 

Although the sea was slightly rough and though Douro rolled with the swell, it was not 

enough to discomfort the few passengers who were still awake – most of them already 

sleeping off another splendid dinner.   Conditions were good and visibility in particular was 

excellent, with a full moon and none of the fog for which the Cape Finisterre region was 

notorious. 

 

With the clear conditions, it became obvious to the officer of the watch that the light 

approaching Douro was that of another ship. Assuming that the ship was pass behind them, 

and that the officers on the bridge would have seen it anyway, he delayed bringing it to their 

attention. By the time he did, it was too late to take effective action. The Spanish passenger 

line Yrurac Bat hit Douro’s starboard side hard, rebounded and hit it again, gouging a large 

rent in her hull. She immediately started filling with water. 
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The impact was at 10.50pm and the Douro sank about half an hour later, shortly after the 

Yrurac Bat. The crew of the Douro acquitted themselves well, putting the safety of their 

passengers first. Ultimately, six of the Douro’s passengers drowned, and seven or the crew, 

including the Captain, went down with the ship. The Yrurac Bat suffered more, losing 46 

passengers and crew. 
 

Yrurac Bat was the name of a popular brand of cigars in the 19th Century. 

 

 
 

Ultimately, a Board of Trade enquiry concluded that the fault lay with the Douro’s crew, who 

had failed to follow the correct procedures for altering course to pass another ship. The 

decision, though, was academic. Both vessels rested on the seabed, and the bereaved families 

would never see their loved ones again. What would be seen again however, over a century 

later, was the Douro’s valuable cargo of Gold Sovereigns. 
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There is a memorial to the Captain, passengers and crew of the RMS Duoro in the 

Southampton Cemetery 

 

After a re-discovery of early shipping records that started in 1949, a Nigel Pickford launched 

a project to recover the gold.   A search was conducted to relocate the wreck in the Bay of 

Biscay. It took till 4 July 1995 for Noel Pickford and Sverker Hallstorm using a remotely 

operated vehicle (ROV) to locate the wreck at a depth of 1,500ft. 

 

The gamble paid off. Once the wreck had been cleared of the fishing nets that had snagged 

on it over the years, the ROV’s cameras were able to track up and down the vessel to locate 

the bullion room. They showed that the gold was still there, and luckily not scattered all over 

the seabed. Within three days, the rig’s hydraulic attachments had brought up all the 

recoverable gold bullion and sovereigns.  It was estimated that at least 93% of the original 

cargo of gold bars and coins, an exceptionally high percentage. 
 

In accordance with the law, the salvagers had to wait a year and a day for the Receiver of the 

Wrecks to release the treasure. The haul was impressive, and included an estimated 28,000 

gold Sovereigns of the early Victoria era (showing the young Queen’s head), in excellent 

condition. Many of them were auctioned in London by Spink & Son (formerly part of famous 

auction house Christie’s) over the 20th and 21st November 1996. That auction numbered 

over 1,700 lots of gold coins, the majority being gold sovereigns, and in total raised 

£1,546,000. 
 

Many of the imperial sovereigns were London Mint coins, but there were also Sydney and 

Melbourne Mint gold sovereign coins in both Shield and St George reverses, as well as a few 

of the old, original, Sydney Mint types.  The Melbourne Mint sovereigns showed dates that 

ranged from 1873 to 1881.   
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Interestingly, there were also Brazilian half Johanna gold coins recovered. These were 

already 100 years old (and more) when the Duoro went down. They were in mint condition.  

This coin had been used earlier in New South Wales as a Proclamation coin. Governor King 

had decreed it on 19th November 1800 it to be worth £2 in New South Wales. 

 

 
Brazilian half Johanna gold coin of 1752 

 

 
Part of the the RMS Duoro gold coin horde 

 

In 2007, 8,000 coins were offered for sale. Most had small rust  spots (reddish spots).  Some 

needed to be withdrawn from sale because of this damage and may be offered at a later time.  
 

Amongst these are sovereigns, Spanish, Mexican, and Portuguese gold coins from the 

Douro have also found their way to collectors. . Sovereigns bearing the Douro 

‘pedigree’ generally trade at a premium, although the coins themselves are not known 

specifically for their high quality. 
 

 

 
 

Two stoppered bottles of of unrefined gold dust were recovered from the Douro and later sold 

at auction by Small’s  Auctions in Paddington 
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PORT ALMA, QUEEENSLAND: POST OFFICE & PORT 
 

Port Alma’s Post Office came about when the short railway branch from Bajool on 

the North Coast Railway was opened on 15 May 1912.    A Receiving Office 

opened at the Port Alma Railway Station soon after.  It left the railway station in 

late 1912, and was upgraded to a Post Office in the period from late-1912 to early-

1913. It closed on 31 July 1972. 

 

Port Alma 

 



 - Page  - 34 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 29 JUNE 2021 

 
 

The Port Alma Post Office used a Type 1t date-stamp from its opening.  Dell & 

Price (2017) record its use from -6 December 1916 to 24 June 1954. The example, 

above, is dated “915A30AP43”.     The Type I date-stamp was replaced by a Type 

5s date-stamp. 
 

The Pacific War years 1942-1945 were busy ones for the port.  There were 2 

Divisions of U.S. Army troops camped on the northern outskirts of Rockhampton.  

Port Alma was found to be a safe place to unload munitions.  
 

The importance of the Port Alma Post Office was more about its telegram & 

telephone business about shipping movements and loadings, rather than letters.  

One of the several reasons for the post office being established at Port Alma was 

there was no road access before 1961, when the present road, built on a widened 

railway formation was built.  Before 1961 you could only get there by train (or 

boat).  Stevedores needed to live there. But once this road was put in, they could 

live elsewhere, away for the ever-present mosquitos. 
 

Port Alma is now a “town” now with a zero population.  The workforce now lives 

elsewhere. If you go there, a security guard will send you off.  It’s the explosives 

he wants to protect. 
 

Today the port primarily handles cargoes consisting of Class 1 

explosives, ammonium nitrate (fertiliser and an explosive, bulk tallow and 

equipment used in support of military exercises held at Shoalwater Bay. 

It’s ideal for explosives, as a “bang” at Port Alma will only kill a few billion 

mozzies. If it wasn't for the explosives, Port Alma would join the rest of Australia's 

more regional ports in being a good place to fish; although the mozzies and biting 

midges at Port Alma will always challenge this.  The port will continues to have a 

life as it is used to more explosives direct to the mines and this saves a lot of 

security issues in Gladstone where they do not need it. Also Gladstone, the other 

port that serves the export coal industry, is on the edge of houses. 
 

A few years ago the Gladstone Ports Corporation was put in charge of Port Alma, 

to the consternation of Rockhampton. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HAZMAT_Class_1_Explosives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HAZMAT_Class_1_Explosives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ammonium_nitrate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tallow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shoalwater_Bay
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Port Alma is the survivor of a number of ports created for Rockhampton.  It is 

situated at the mouth of the Fitzroy River surrounded by mud flats and mangrove 

swamps. It even outlived the wharves right in Rockhampton and the “ghost” port 

of Broadmount. 

 

 
 

The satellite image, above, using false colours, shows Port Alma in the middle, as well as the salt 

pans of CQ’s Cheetham Salt. 

 

 
 

The aerial image, above, shows the tidal nature of the Fitzroy Delta during the King Tides of 

2013. Port Alma is in the centre 
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The first wharf was built at Port Alma in 1884.  Cargo was lightered out from the 

shallow water wharves beside the Fitzroy River in Rockhampton.   Before (and 

after) then lighters operated out of Rockhampton to the open sea in Keppel Bay.  

Overseas mails, direct to England, were similarly lightered out to the ships of the 

British India Stream Navigation Company in Keppel Bay. 
 

On September 11, 1907 the Pastoral Employers' Association of Central and 

Northern Queensland met at Longreach to protest to the Rockhampton Harbour 

Board, for "not providing a permanent entrance into Broadmount.  They requested 

that the Board will immediately open a permanent channel to that deep-water 

port".   If no they wanted Port Alma to be made available. 
 

In his annual report for 1907, Rockhampton Harbour Board chairman, R. S. 

Archer, stated that, "to meet the demand for a deep water port, and to have such 

port connected with the railway system with the least possible delay, the Board had 

applied to the Government for the Bajool-Port Alma branch line to be 

constructed". An agreement under which the Government would hand over to the 

Rockhampton Harbour Board the Port Alma Wharf, construct the Bajool-Port 

Alma branch line railway "with adequate wharf lines and approaches" was adopted 

by the Harbour Board on March 31, 1908.  
 

Following this development a conference between railway and coastal shipping 

representatives met on April 1, 1908 and agreed to a draft arrangement under 

which "ships which had hitherto lightered their cargo to and from the Bay would 

berth at Port Alma wharf."   That included On May 17, 1908 the Pastoral 

Employers' Association met again at Longreach, to switch their demand from 

Broadmount to Port Alma. It was stated on November 6, that in the nine years 

from the opening of Broadmount in 1898, a total of 2,372 coastal ships— as 

distinct from ships using the river—entered Keppel Bay, and of them only 213, or 

nine per cent., entered Broadmount. The other 91 per cent, anchored in the Bay 

"just as they did before a penny was spent on Broadmount."  
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Following the agreement, called the Port Alma Agreement, made between the 

Queensland Government, the Commissioner for Railways, the British India Steam 

Navigation Company and other shipping companies, the building of a railway to 

Port Alma was authorised. 
 

As part of the Agreement an express mail-train (another “Boat Train”) was 

proposed to link Port Alma with Gladstone & Brisbane. At that time Gladstone 

was the southern terminal port for the North Queensland mail service.  The plan 

was that mails for towns north of Rockhampton would connect with coastal 

shipping mail contractors at Port Alma, rather than Gladstone.    
 

The Port Alma Railway was debated at length in the Queensland Parliament in 

late-1908, was approved and mostly built by late 1911.   In 1911, also, the Port 

Alma wharf was extended.   
 

After twenty-seven years of isolation. Port Alma wharf was connected by the 

Bajool-Port Alma branch with the main railway line on June 6, 1911 when the first 

steam engine reached the wharf.   The railway was not officially opened by the 

Queensland governor, Sir William MacGregor, until 6 June 1912.   300 guests 

travelled on a special train to Port Alma to witness the opening ceremony. 

The first vessel to berth was the British India Steam Navigation Company’s S.S. 

Waipara.  It was cargo liner with limited saloon passenger accommodation, 

built on the Tyne in 1904, and was one of the British India Steam Navigation 

Company’s ships running from the UK to Brisbane via Suez and the Torres 

Strait.  

 

The British India Steam Navigation Company had earlier held the mail contract 

from 1888 to 1895 for mails between Brisbane and Queensland coastal ports and 

the United Kingdom.   Unlike the English mail contracts for the other colonies, its 

fortnightly service could collect mails from coastal ports all the way to Thursday 

Island, before calling at Batavia and Singapore. They picked up Rockhampton’s 

English mail from a lighter in Keppel Bay.  But, by 1912 they no longer carried 

mail. They carried frozen meat instead.  
 

In December 1903, the North Coast Railway was extended from Gladstone to 

Rockhampton. In 1908 the SS Bingera, owned by the A.U.S.N. Company began 

a contract to run a weekly mail service from Gladstone to the coastal ports north 

of Rockhampton:- Mackay, Bowen, Townsville, Port Douglas, Thursday Island, 

Normanton, Croydon & Burketown.   The Fitzroy River at Rockhampton and 

even Broadmount was too shallow for the SS Bingera to enter. 
 

This weekly mail contract involved a “boat train” of carriages shunted off the 

Rockhampton Mail train on to the Gladstone wharf on the Saturday morning.   

In 1912 the Bingera sailed from Brisbane at 3pm each Friday.  The mails closed 
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at the Brisbane G.P.O. at 11.15am on the Friday. The Bingera did not call at Port 

Alma, but kept going north. 
 

Additionally the Annual Report of the Postmaster General for 1912-1913 was able 

to note that following the opening of the railway to Port Alma, a second regular 

mail service was able to be established between Brisbane and the towns north of 

Rockhampton.  The English Mail for these northern towns had previously been 

held at the Brisbane G.P.O. from Tuesday night to Friday night.  They were now 

being forwarded on a Tuesday night train from Brisbane to Port Alma.  Actually 

the “train” was a few carriages shunted off the Rockhampton Mail train at Bajool, 

the junction station for Port Alma.  This train connected with a non-mail-contract 

steamer (one of Howard Smith’s line ships) that sails about midday from Brisbane 

of a Tuesday.  
 

The Howard Smith line ship was often the SS Peregrine or the SS Cooma. They 

left Brisbane each Tuesday at 2pm.  Mail (and parcels) for Rockhampton Mackay, 

Bowen, Townsville, Cairns, and Port Douglas closed at 11.15 in Brisbane if it 

went by ship all the way.  If it went by train on the Tuesday night, the mail closed 

later at 7.45pm.  

 
The S.S. Cooma was built by Howard Smith in 1907 to operate the North 

Queensland service. From 1912 it ran out of Port Alma with the English and local 

mails.  It was wrecked on North Reef near Rockhampton on 7 July 1926. 

 

The Postmaster General’s report for 1912-1913 also stated that return mails of the 

non-contract Howard Smith weekly ship connect with the train service at Port 

Alma. These mails arrived in Brisbane “in time for the first delivery by letter 

carrier – and every alternate week attached the out-going [south-bound] English 

mails from north Queensland”.  The Postmaster- General noted that this service 

cost £1,000 a year, “but it is considered the expenditure is warranted.  This all 

continued until 1923 when the North Coast Railway finally reached Townsville. 
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Howard Smith’s SS Peregrine also operated out of Port Alma with North 

Queensland mails. Purchased in 1901 it operated the Queensland Coastal 

route until 1916.  Acquired for war service it ran aground in December 

1916 at Longsand, England and was abandoned. 

 

Howard Smiths classified advertisements on page 1 of the Brisbane Courier, 

throughout 1912, announced that “combined rail at steamer tickets for North 

Queensland via Port Alma were now available.” 
 

But Port Alma’s use by coastal shipping was not long sustained, even though 

coastal import trade was superseded by export overseas trade. Thus, in the forty 

years to 1952, while the average coastal imports decreased by 6,270 tons per 

annum, the export overseas trade increased by 11,317 tons per annum, but the total 

average Port Alma trade increased by only 5,047 tons. 

Rail traffic declined after the 1950’s and the semi-regular freight (passengers 

accommodated in the guard’s van) ceased in 1972.  In 1986 freight rail services 

were terminated past the Bajool salt pans (owned by Cheetham Salt).  The track 

past there has since been ripped up. 
 

 
As well as mosquitos & midges, Port Alma was notorious for its crocodiles. 
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TONY READ – PROFESSOR HOLLOWAYS PILLS & WARNER’S SAFE CURE 

At the March 2021 meeting Tony Read talked about his competitive display in a small coin case 

which contained items relating to Professor Holloway’s Pills and Warner’s Safe Cure.   
 

It contained a number of Professor Holloway’s Pills and Ointments bronze penny trade tokens 

from the 1850’s.  
 

 
 

Australian Professor Holloway’s Pills and Ointments bronze penny token of 1857 

 

Thomas Holloway, born. September 22, 1800, in Devonport, Devonshire died in December 

1883. He was a medicine merchant and philanthropist. In 1837 he began to sell an ointment that 

carried his name around the world, and soon added the sale of pills to his business. Advertising 

played a large part in his business.   The son of Cornish innkeepers, Holloway trained as an 

apothecary in Penzance, and migrated to London to make a multimillion pound fortune. 

 

 
 

The business was carried on after Holloway's death by a brother-in-law who added the Holloway 

name to his own (Henry Driver-Holloway). Another brother-in-law (George Martin-Holloway) 

followed suit with his name and continued Thomas' philanthropic endeavours. This accounts for 

the continuance of the Professor Holloway name on mail after his death in 1883. The business 

was eventually sold, after going into decline, to Beecham's Pills in 1930. 

 

His wonderful ointment was no cure at all. It contaoned butter, lard, venice turpentine, and white 

and yellow waxes. His business was big in the Australian colonies.     
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Large numbers of the penny trade tokens were produced in England, and a large number of these 

were sent to the Australian Colonies, particularly to Victoria and it was said that they were used 

as ‘coins of the realm’ on the Victorian gold fields.   Holloways Ointment pot lids are also very 

collecbtable items. 
 

 
 
 

Tony display also included a Warner’s Safe Cure bottle.   Bottle collectors note that here were 84 

different varieties of these Warmer’s Cure bottles. 

 

 
 

H.H. Warner started out as the manufacturer of fire and burgler-proof safes. He had the “safe” 

trademark on his nostrum bottles and in advertising. The business was originally based in 

Rochester, New York.    He set up a thriving business selling his alcohol-based mixture as a cure-

all for most known diseases.   In 1883 offices were set up in London and Toronto.  There were 

offices in Germany, New Zealand, Switzerland, in Austro-Hungary and in Melbourne.   The 

Melbourne Office produced brown “Cure” bottles in Australia. 
 

Warner ended up selling his business to an English Firm in 1893 for US$3,395.00.   The name on 

the bottles was changed from H.H. Warner to Warmer’s Safe Cure Co.  The business  was sold 

again in 1900 and this cure-all was produced until 1944.  
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