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The NEWSLETTER   OF   THE   

ORANGE     COIN AND    

STAMP CLUB    INCORPORATED  

Web page: www.philas.org.au/ora  
 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS THIS  TUESDAY 28 th JUNE 2022 , 

7.30pm  

 
The Club has just lost member Barry Dean who passed away on 22nd June 2022.    

Barry is shown, below, at the far right with Betty Henry and Aaron Henry at the front 

desk at our 2016 Spring Fair. 
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Barry Dean, above, with Eileen Davidson on the front desk at our 2019 Spring Fair held 

at the Orange High School Hall. 

 

Barry Dean was born on 3rd September 1941.  He had a distinguished career in the 

Australian Army, including service in Vietnam. In retirement he had a successful model 

railway hobby business at Clergate - as well as being a keen stamp collector. 

 

 
 

Joan & Barry Dean (centre) at the launch of Michael Caulfieldôs The Unknknown ANZACs at 
the Orange Library on 2 November 2013. 
 

Barryôs funeral service wil be held at The Penhall Memorial Chapel, 33 William St, 

Orange on Wednesday 29th June 2022 at 11am 

Our sympathies go out to Joan Dean, also a member, and to Barryôs wider family. 
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THIS COMING  ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS 

ON  THIS COMING TUESDAY 

28 th  JUNE 2022  
 

Our next meeting is at the Orange 

Cultural Centre at 7.30 on Tuesday 

28th June 2022. 

 

Our next monthly coin & 

stamp mini-fair  is in the 

Orange Cultural Centre is still 

planned for Saturday 2nd July 2022 

from 9 to about 1pm.  

 

 
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair 

are held in the Orange Cultural 

Centre building Sale St, Orange. Itôs 

the building that used to be a 

school. Itôs on the right hand side as 

you enter the Woolworths Car Park. 

The building is sort of opposite 

Harris Farm Market, but entrance is 

from the mini-park on the Sale St 

frontage 
 

OUR NEXT CLUB ôNIGHTõ 

MEETING  AFTER THE MARCH 

2022  ONE IS ON TUESDAY 26 th 

JULY 202 2  
 

Our next night-time, monthly meeting, is 

on Tuesday 26th July 2022 at 7.30pm.  

The Club always meets on the last Tuesday 

of each month, except in December. 
 

 

OUR EXPO 202 2 DEALERS PLEASE 

KEEP SUPPORTING THEM  AT 

EXPO  2022    

Dealers who attended our 2021 2 Expo were: - 

¶ Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 

www.wynyardcoins.com.au  

 

¶ A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) ï PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 

A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044) 

Buying and Selling 

 

¶  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 

6362 2368, E-mail: 

howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying 

and Selling ï Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  

 

¶ Pittwater Philatelic Service ï (John 

Pearson) Newport Beach. Phone 

(02)9979 1561 Email: 

pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au  

 

¶ Phil & Win Morehou se, Bankstown. 

NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email ï 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-

wide stamps bought and sold  

 

¶ AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of Long 

Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. Email: - 

aaastamps@yahoo.com.au Buying & 

selling World stamps  
 

DATES FOR 2022  

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting Saturday 28th June 2022 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 7.30pm 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Saturday 

morning mini fair, Saturday 2nd July 2022 at 

the Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St, 9-12.30 

mailto:pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
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Campbelltown Club annual general 

meeting, 7pm 13th July 2022   St Thomas 

More Church Hall,   43 Acacia Avenue,   

Ruse  NSW  2560 

PHILAS Auction #140, Saturday 9th 

July 2022 at PHILAS House, 

Darlinghurst.  Download the 

catalogue from the PHILAS website 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 26th July 2022 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Saturday 

morning mini fair, Saturday 6th August 2022 

at the Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St, 9-

12.30 

 

Petersham Fair, Petersham Town Hall, 

Sunday 31st July 2022, Crystal St, Petersham 

 

Bendigo Philatelic Societyôs Stamp Fair on 

6th August 2022, St Andrews Uniting Church 

Hall, 24 Myers St, Bendigo 

 

ANPEX 2022 Adelaide single frame 

exhibition, 20-21 August 2022. 

Commemorates the Sesquicentenary of the 

completion of the Overland Telegraph Line 

from Adelaide to Darwin.  

See apf.org.au/sa/apex 22 

 

Antarctic Stamp and Postcard Exhibition, 

Hobart Docks, Hobart.  Princes Wharf No 1. 

26-28 August 2022.  The Antarctic Stamp 

Exhibition is a non-competitive exhibition of 

Antarctic stamps, postcards, postal history 

and other collectibles. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 30th August 2022 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Melbourne 2022 FIAP International Stamp 

& Coin Show. The 2022 Exhibition 

Committee regret to advise that the 

Melbourne 38th FIAP exhibition that was 

planned for this September has been 

postponed to March/April 2024,  

 

PHILAS Auction #141, 12noon Saturday 17 

September 2022. PHILAS House, 

Darlinghurst.  200 lots only but core of 

auction is the Ron Flowers Collection. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting 

followed by annual general meeting. 

7.30pm on Tuesday 30th August 2022 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Petersham Fair, Petersham Town Hall, 

Sunday 30th October 2022, Crystal St, 

Petersham 
 

PHILAS Auction #142, 12noon Saturday 17 

November 2022. PHILAS House, 

Darlinghurst.   
 

Wagga 2-day Stamp & Coin Fair, 26th and 

27th November 2022, Sturt Primary School, 

Kooringal, Wagga 

 

Hobart one-frame Stampshow, 19-21 May 

2023 at the Hobart Town Hall. 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB  
 

Items for this newsletter need to be posted to the 

Secretary at the Clubôs postal address: -PO Box 

9113, ORANGE 2800.  They can always also be 

e-mailed to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au  

Phone 62 614 873 
 

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO CASH! 

GET SOME PAGES READY FOR THE 

CLUBõS EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin Richardson said that the stamp & coin 

circuit books are both circulating. Colin needs 

coin and stamp pages for the next circuit books.   

Stamp Book #93 is still circulating.  

Colin is very keen to get more sheets for the next 

books.   He can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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Thanks to community radio 2MCE 92.3 Bathurst and 94.7 Orange for their Expo 2022 
publicity 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 18 WITH ñSimpyò 
 
The following items have been sourced from the Australian Post Office Philatelic Service Stamp Preview. 
  
No. 3 1977: Electric Postmarking Machine ï The serviced first day covers of the 50th anniversary of the ACTU 
issued on 9 May, 1977, were postmarked using a new electric cancelling machine at all the first day of issue 
postmarking offices in the Melbourne 3000 post code area. 
 
ñREQUIREMENTS FOR MAIL ORDERS FOR POSTMARKERSò listed eight requirements for customers to 
comply with including ñCovers previously postmarked cannot be accepted even though affixed with additional 
postageò.  
 
No. 4 1977: Advice was given that a $10 stamp will be issued before the end of 1977 as an addition to the current 
Australian Painting definitive series to meet the need for surface air lifted (SAL) mail. 
 
Three new general-purpose philatelic covers depicting Australiaôs wildlife have been issued. 
 
No. 5 1977: The front page was devoted to National Stamp Week 1977 with the slogan ñGet Stuck Into Stampsò. 
A souvenir stamp pack containing the 18c Parliament House and 50th Anniversary of the ACTU stamps was 
released on 26 September, 1977. A special commemorative postmark was also available for the week. 
 
This issue also listed nine different handbooks available for 50 cents each post free eg The Definitive Stamps of 
the Reign of King George VI. 
 
Also included was a 2½ page Australia wide list of Philatelic Societies including Albury, Cootamundra, Cowra, 
Dubbo, Orange, Bathurst and Wagga. There was even a David Jones Stamp Club located at their Elizabeth 
Street store in Sydney and a club at the Amberley (Qld) RAAF Base. 
 
A total of 225 clubs were listed ï ACT 2, NSW 75, Qld 32, NT 2, SA 29, Tas 7, Vic 67 and WA 11. Sadly, many 
clubs on the list have ceased to exist. 
 
No. 7 1977: The 1977 Christmas stamps were detailed including the controversial 15 cents ñSurfing Santaò. 
 
No. 2 1978: Four 18 cent stamps commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the first Trans-Pacific flight depicting 
Harry Hawker, Bert Hinkler, Sir Charles Kingsford Smith and Charles Ulm were to be released on 19 April 1978. 
There was also an imperforate mini sheet. 
 
No. 3 1978: Details were provided of issues to commemorate the 25th Anniversary of the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II by Christmas Island, Fiji and Western Samoa. The latter was part of an omnibus issue by the Crown 
Agents. 
 
No. 4 1978: Australian Trees were featured on four stamps to be issued on 1 June 1978. The 45c stamp depicts 
the Cootamundra Wattle. 
 
Advice was also provided of new format for Souvenir Stamp Packs. The pack ñwill be a folded rigid cardò and ñwill 
show the stamps mounted under a sealed clear cellophane window and it will be possible to read the technical 
and background information at the same time.ò Similar packaging is still used today. 
 
Among several pictorial postmarks listed was one for the opening of Philas House in Sydney to be used from 19 
ï 24 July 1878 with re dink to be used on the first (opening) day and black ink on the other days. 
 
N0. 5 1978: New postal rates were announced to be introduced from 1 July 1978. The basic domestic rate for a 
standard letter will increase from 18c to 20c. 
 
National Stamp Week to be held from 25 September until 1 October 1976 will be marked with the issue of a 20c 
stamp and an 80c mini sheet. 
 
No. 6 1978: Five new limited philatelic sales centres in NSW opened on 1 September 1978 being at Cardiff, 
Haberfield, Temora, Yass and Young. 
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YOU WISH ð BRITISH GUIANAõS ôCOTTON-
REELSõ OF 1850-1 

 

 
 

Every stamp collector seems to have been introduced to the stamps of British Guiana, present day 

Guyana. The most famous stamp in the world and the most valuable is the one cent Magenta stamp 

from British Guiana:-  

 

 
 

Earlier, British Guiana was a prosperous colony and it needed a postal service. There was an urgent 

need for stamps. To meet this urgent need the newspaper the Royal Gazette in 15 days, 1 July 1850, 

delivered three different stamps: 4 cents - printed on orange/ yellow paper, for shortest distance, 8 

cents ï printed on green paper, for intermediate distance and 12 cents ï printed on blue paper, for 

longest distance. In 1851 an addition stamp was issued with a denomination of 2 cents - printed on 

pale rose pale rose paper, for house ï to- house delivery in the capital city Georgetown only. 

 

The stamps were quickly produced from printer's type and a printer's rule bent into a crude circle, 

the stamps earned the nickname ñCotton Reelò from collectors because they look similar to labels 

on the wooden ends of a reel of cotton thread. 
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SOME HISTORY 

The first European to encounter Guiana was Sir Walter Raleigh.  The Dutch were the first 

Europeans to settle there, starting in the early 17th century, when they founded the colonies of 

Essequibo and Berbice, adding Demerara in the mid-18th century.  
 

In 1796, Great Britain took over these three colonies during hostilities with the French, who had 

occupied the Netherlands. Britain returned control to the Batavian Republic in 1802 but captured 

the colonies a year later during the Napoleonic Wars. The colonies were officially ceded to the 

United Kingdom in 1814 and consolidated into a single colony in 1831. The colony's capital was at 

Georgetown (known as Stabroek prior to 1812). 
 

 
 

British Guiana became Guyana, independent of the United Kingdom on 26 May 1966, albeit still in 

the Commonwealth  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Raleigh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essequibo_(colony)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berbice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demerara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Batavian_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleonic_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgetown,_Guyana
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The economy of the British Guyana progressed steadily. No one found the legendary El Dorado, but the 

gold business developed and is still today an important contributor to the economy of the country.  

As an aside, your editorôs distant relations, the Dolstraôs, were noted 19th  Century explorers into the 

southern interior the neighbouring Dutch Suriname. They definitely did not f ind any El Dorado.  

In the early colonial days, the most successful plantations were of coffee and cotton. Farms grew, 

settlements multiplied and expanded. Slaves laboured and, after 1807, began their emancipation. They 

then settled in the colony. Many went  to towns and established useful cooperatives.  

 

East Indians arriving for plantation work in the 19 th  Century  

The plantation owners next found the crop of choice was sugar cane. Plantation labour was brought from 

East India in several waves. Some workers stayed five years and then returned home. Others, probably 

the majority, remained and established roots in the colony.  

For some time, the sugar business grew and was the main product of the colony. But monoculture 

brought hardship to the colony when the wo rld glut of sugar depressed prices and rendered the industry 

unprofitable. Since 1850 and up to the time of independence, the fortunes of the colony have been 

largely determined by the international price of sugar.  

Communications in British Guiana, between  the three parts of the colony, or for that matter between any 

two distant points, were difficult from the beginning and continued to present obstacles for a long time 
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thereafter.  Population growth mainly took place along the larger rivers. Nothing much h appened in the 

óspaceô between the rivers. 

With the growth of plantations, gradually the population expanded inland, and transportation between 

emerging villages and towns was in large part riverine. Near the mouths of the major rivers emerged two 

notable cities.  

 

Georgetown harbour circa-1850 

The capital city is Georgetown, earlier Demerara, on the eastern side of the mouth of the Demerara 

River.  Berbice, now renamed New Amsterdam, was founded on the eastern bank of the river of the 

same name. Even later, when railways began to be built, the rivers were considered to be 

unbridgeable, and mailbags were ferried for long distances between fragmented railway lines. 

 

THE EARLY POST OFFICE IN BRITISH GUIANA 

Postal matters were complicated. The British Post Office administered post offices in colonies, 

appointed postmasters, made decisions for them, collected the revenues and paid expenses, 

including salaries, commissions and honoraria.  In the case of British Guiana, the British Post 

Office appointed packet agents for Demerara, Essequibo and Berbice. At first there was only one 

office, located in the capital.  Later a sub-postmaster was appointed for Berbice. 
 

Needless to say, the day-to-day decisions and organizational matters of the post office had to be 

handled locally. The authority arrangements between the British Post Office in London and the 

postmasters in the colony are not clear. The governor also had a say in administrative, contractual 

and other legal matters, and justices would help when needed. 

Fortunately for the development of the British Guiana postal system there was an energetic 

individual in the colony named Edward Thomas Evans Dalton (1814-1874), who, being appointed 

postmaster of Demerara, was in effect the chief of all matters postal in the colony. 

Dalton appears in the minutes of government mostly for his lack of timeliness in making payments 

to the Exchequer in London, for being in arrears repeatedly, sometimes for large sums, and also for 

his capacity to make good when pressed. He was generally liked and was held in high regard by the 

governor, by the governor general, and certainly by the business community in Demerara. He was a 

daring man. 
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In January 1846, Dalton initiated a service of mail between Georgetown and Essequibo. Given the 

isolation factor, it was a necessary development. When the General Post Office in London found 

out about the new scheme, they declared it to be entirely illegal and ordered that it be terminated at 

once. This is an example of the friction the system engendered: the London organization requiring 

revenue and prompt payment, and the colonial office trying to deliver necessary services to the 

population. Sometimes it turned out the two bodies were working against each other. 

Fortunately, all this came to a close. There had been motions proposed for the discontinuation of 

the British GPOôs authority over colonial post offices in the Caribbean area, and for the transfer of 

authority and responsibility to the colonial governments. Dalton was again involved. 

In January 1850, the British Guiana colonial administration petitioned the GPO for permission to 

operate a local postal system, in accordance with their own understanding of the communityôs 

requirements. Following local traditions and Daltonôs temperament, the system was put in full 

effect three months before it was authorized. 

Daltonôs place in philatelic history is given by the outstanding role he played in the creation of the 

first postage stamps of a British possession in the Americas ð after Brazil and the United States, 

and before the colonies of British North America. 

His proposals were a true postal reform. New postage rates were put forth: 4¢ for single-weight 

letters to nearby towns, 8¢ for further destinations, and 12¢ for letters to towns beyond one of the 

major rivers. Prepayment of postage was made compulsory. Newspapers would be delivered 

without charge. 

The Combined Court voted to appropriate $2,400 to fund the experiment. The governor agreed to 

such provisions as had been proposed. On July 1, 1850, this system, quite elaborate, which 

coordinated the timing of pedestrian, horseback, rail and water routes, went into full effect. Postage 

stamps of denominations 4¢, 8¢ and 12¢ were created for the purpose of postage prepayment, and 

they were printed at the Royal Gazette, Georgetown. 

Their method of production was ingenious, if somewhat primitive. In addition to Georgetown, there 

were 20 active post offices in the colony and each received a shipment of the issued stamps.  

 

Because they have much similarity to the round labels that typically are at the ends of thread 

spools, these stamps became widely known as ñCotton-reels.ò 
 

THE STAMPS 
 

On March 1, 1851, the always industrious Dalton inaugurated a complementary service. He 

determined that merchants in Georgetown would be ready to pay 2Â if daily newspapers could be 

delivered to their respective offices and stores on the main streets of the city. For this project, a 

further issue of stamps denominated 2Â was made at the Gazette. The presumed demand for the 2Â 

service did not materialize, and that aspect of the scheme was abandoned soon thereafter. 
 

The stamps were roughly circular bounded by a single ring, and following the ring inside are the 

words BRITISH GUIANA in sans-serif capitals. In the centre of the stamp is the denomination in 

smaller lettering, followed by the word ñcentsò in tiny italic lettering. The stamps were initialled in 

manuscript to prevent forgery. The initials correspond to the various employees of the post office, 

the least rare being ñE.T.E.D.ò for the assistant postmaster, cum postmaster, and the rarest being 

that of a letter carrier, H.A. Killikelly. A few examples of cotton-reels also exist without manuscript 

initials. 
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Four different devices were made to print the stamps; apparently the denominations were changed 

as needed, while the four round frames were in continuous use for all denominations. This method 

of production led to the interesting fact that four different stamps can be found for each 

denomination. In the pictures in this article we can see the four types of cotton-reels: 

¶ 4Â black on orange 

¶ 8Â black on green,  

¶ 8Â black on yellow 

¶ 12Â black on blue 
 

All of the ócotton-reelsô are exceedingly rare stamps. But among them the 2Â stamps are great 

rarities. Only 10 examples are recorded, and of them four are in two pairs. They have sold at 

auction for up to A$288,500. 
 

This gives us a hint about the failure of the program introduced to deliver newspapers in 

Georgetown. In fact, the two pairs have come to us used on parts of envelopes, paying the less rare 

4Â rate. We have no known example of a 2Â stamp, which was printed on rose-coloured paper, 

paying the correct 2Â newspaper delivery postage. 
 

 
1850-51 black on pale-rose cotton-reel, above, with the initials of postal official Smith ñJBSò, cut 

round, with usual defects, central Demerara date stamp OC 7 1851. It is one of the only two single 

examples remaining in private hands (two pairs, each on cover, are also known outside institutions) (SG 

£250,000). This one sold for 190,000 Euros, twice the estimate of 100,000 Euros. 

This 2 cents value was issued in 1851 to pay a local town letter rate (the Georgetown Penny Post), a 

service which was unpopular and little used. No town post usages are known to have survived. It was 

first re-discovered by N. R. McKinnon in 1877. 

These stamps were printed in a very rudimentary manner. The Deputy Postmaster felt obliged to take 

security measures to protect post office revenues. As a security measure these stamps were issued with 

the initials of postal officials ñETEDò (Dalton), ñEDWò (Wight), ñJSBò (Smith), ñHAKò (Killikelly) or 

ñWHLò (Lorimer or Lortimer). Most signatures were in ink but there were some with pencil signatures.  
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4c black on yellow cotton-reel stamp of 1850. ñInitialled EDWò.  image from Siegal Auction Galleries.  

Estimated at £22,500  but only sold for £4,500 

 

Another 4c black on orange cotton-reel stamp of 1850 
 

 
 

8c black on green  stamp of 1850.  image from Siegal Auction Galleries, 2017..  Estimated at £1600 but 

only sold for £425 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEW SLETTER JUNE 2022  

14 | P a g e 
 

  

 
 

This 12c black on pale-blue cotton-reel of 1851.  It sold in 2021 at a Classphill auction for £26,000.  It 

had a full double-circle cancellation of Berice, dated August 1851.    
 

It was initialled ñEDWò by Edmund Dalzeil Wright.  He was the same postal clerk who validated the 

unique 1856 1c black on magenta stamp.   
 

The 12c was the top value in British Guianaôs first stamp issue of 4 stamps.  

 

 
This 12c black on pale-blue cotton-reel stamp was forged.    Forgeries of these simply-printed issues 

are easily made and there are a lot of them. 

Covers are scarce:-  
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The 4c newspaper rate on these cover uses 2 x 2c stamps 

 
 

 
Image from the David Feldman 2021 auction 
 

Whilst the British Guiana Cotton-reels are often singled out for being crudely conceived and certainly 

never win any beauty contests, they are one of the most important set of Classic stamps among the 

Worldôs greatest philatelic rarities. 
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THULIMBAH ON THE GRANITE BELT  
 

FINDING IMAGES OF POST OFFICES ON THE INTERNET  

The following pages show your editorôs display on the Queensland Granite-Belt ótownô 

of Thulimbah. Itôs just south of Stanthorpe. 
 

The philatelic content in it is pretty óordinaryô and would never win anything except a 

kind remark at a club display.  Itôs the process thatôs important.   
 

For years your editor has  been photographing and collecting images of former post 

offices ï and putting them on pages with relevant postmarks.  I now see that fellow Club 

member, Roger Tarrant, has been doing the same thing.  
 

The closing of post offices has been accelerating at a great rate since the 1980ôs.  Then, the old manual 

telephone exchanges were being rapidly replaced by Rural Automatic Exchanges (RAXôs) and there 

was no longer enough mail business to support the office. 

 

The next big  tranche of closures was when most rural offices changed over to Licenced 

Post Offices took over from Post Office Agencies (and even Official Post Offices} in 

1993-1994.    A whole host of rural post offices closed because they were not prepared 

to pay the seemingly huge Licence fees.  I know that the formerly busy post office at 

Cumnock gave it away because the $30,000 annual licence fee was too much.  
 

A whole host also turned into (and are still turning into) the so-called Community Postal 

Agencies.  These made no money on stamp sales or anything postal, but if you lived 

within 2km, you had to collect your mail there.  That usually meant you bought some 

milk, a paper, or a cold drink.  
 

This whole de-escalation of postal services meant a lot of empty buildings ï even 

though most were re-purposed. 
 

But when the post office closed, or the LPO moved to a chemistôs shop or newsagent, or 

whatever, mostly the red street posting box was retained in the original place. 
 

If you do an internet search on Australia Postôs óFind a Red Posting Boxô website you 

get a street address.   Put this address into your search engine and you will an image of 

maybe a chicken shop, but you wil see the posting box outside.  Thatôs where the post 

office probably was! 

Sometimes you only got a ógrainyò Google street-shot like this one of Rosewater East in 

South Australia. You can see the shadow of the Google camera car: -  
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Rosewater East LPO now in the chemist shop 

 

You can get a lot of photo images of former post office sites by doing a search on, say, 

ñTHULIMBAH FORMER POST OFFICEò or just ñTHULIMBAHò.  Up come all 

these real estate promos for a shop lauded as the ñformer post officeò.  
 

The images of the former Thulimbah post office building, were found by searching real 

estate ads.  Two images showed the tell-tale red posting box. 
 

Queensland especially, and New South Wales to some extent also had a whole lot of 

post offices set up at railway stations.  In the States period, the station master and the 

postmaster were both state public servants.   Rather than have two separate positions it 

was easier to combine both functions at the railway station. It did get trickier when the 

Commonwealth took over running post offices in 1913.  There the stationmaster got an 

extra payment from the Commonwealth.  

 

This ñdualityò was big in small Queensland and New South Wales localities.  There the 

wife of the head ganger was very often paid as a ñrailway porterò or ñstationmaster 3rd 

Classò to look after and clean the railway station on a measly pittance of salary. For that 

they had to also look after the postal business and running the post office, such as it was, 

for no extra money. 
 

So pictures of railway stations (where they were also post offices) are often useful things 

to search for too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEW SLETTER JUNE 2022  

18 | P a g e 
 

THULIMBAH QLD 4376  
 

 
 

Thulimbah is a small town on the southern Darling Downs or the Granite Belt, just 

10km from Stanthorpe. The town is on the New England Highway, 206 kilometres 

Brisbane. The New South Wales Border runs a mere  250m east of the town. 

 

It was serviced by the Southern Railway. This was opened to Stanthorpe on 3rd May 

1881.   A railway station opened at Thulimbah in 1883.  A Travelling Post Office 

operated on the line until 1932.  Passenger trains were withdrawn on 1 February 1972.  

 

Thulimbah is a fruit-growing area, including apples, pears, cherries, grapes and oranges 

for both table and wine-making. There are a number of wineries, many with cellar door 

outlets in the area. The town is home to one of Australia's big things, a tourist attraction 

known as the "Big Apple". 

There was originally another district in Queensland called Thulimbah, which was a 

source of confusion to many people. Eventually the problem was resolved in 1916 by 

renaming the other location Barneyôs Hill. 

In the 2016 census the locality of Thulimbah had a population of 319 people. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darling_Downs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England_Highway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia%27s_big_things
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_Australian_census
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The Thulimbah Railway Station, built in 1883, was home to the Thulimbah Rail Post 

Office until 1928.   It was hemmed in by apple storage sheds. 
 

The Thulimbah Rail Post Office opened at the Railway Station in 1902. It was upgraded 

to a Post Office in the period September 1913 to March 1914. It did telegram business 

using the railway wires.  It only closed in April 1928 when the ótown postô office re-

opened 200m away. 
 

The Thulimbah ótownô Post Office opened March 1919. It closed in the early 1920's and 

re-opened in April 1928 when the Thulimbah Rail post office closed. 

The Thulimbah Non-Official Post Office operated until 1993-1994. Its last address was 

at 357 Granite Belt Drive. A posting box and a Telstra phone booth was retained outside 

this site in 2022. 

 

 
 

Site of the former Thulimbah Non-Official Post Office and general store at 357 Granite 

Belt Drive. In 2022 it was just a row of empty shops. The red posting box remains 

between the two buildings.  Granite Belt Drive was formerly the New England Highway 

before it was deviated to the east of Thulimbah. 
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Side-street view of the former Thulimbah Non-Official Post Office. 

 

 
Google view of Thulimbah. The Post Office site is outlined.  

 

 
The Big Apple at Thulimbah 
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THULI MBAH, Queensland 

 
THULIMBAH TYPE 1 DATE -STAMP 

Dell & Price (2017) have recorded the use of a Type 1 date-stamp at Thulimbah from -1 

SE 15 to -1 OC 60. They gave it an ñSò rarity rating. 

 

 
 

Above, an impression of the Type 1, 25mm-diameter, " Å THULIMBAH Å  

/ -2. SE. 1936 / QUEENSLAND" date-stamp cancels a 2d golden-scarlet 

King George V (Die III, multiple Crown over 'C of A' watermark, perf 13½ 

x 12½ ) stamp of December 1931. 

 

 

 
 

At left, an impression of the Type 1, 25mm-diameter, " Å THULIMBAH Å / 

30.JY.1940 / QUEENSLAND" date-stamp cancels a 2d scarlet Australian 

Imperial Forces stamp of 15 July 1940 on a small piece. 
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THULIMBAH QLD 4376  

 
THULIMBAH TYPE 5s DATE -STAMP 

Dell & Price (2017) have recorded the use of a Type 5s date-stamp at Thulimbah from 

21 November 1962 to 10 NO 84. They gave it an ñSò rarity rating. 

 
 

Above, an impression of the Type 5s, 30½mm-diameter (arcs 7mm, 7½mm), 

"THULIMBAH / 10 MY 74 / QL[D] AUST" date-stamp cancels a 7c purple 

Queen Elizabeth II stamp of 1 October 1971, on piece. 
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MEMORIES OF THE LAST DAYS OF THE 

WALLANGARRA MAIL TRAIN  
 

In 1970 and 1971 your editor used to catch a train called the Wallangarra Mail.  I used 

to get on at Warwick and use it to travel over the border to Glen Innes where I was then 

living.  The train had started earlier in the day at Roma Street in Brisbane.  It got to 

Toowoomba about midday and to Wallangarra at 5.30pm, where I changed into the 

New South Walesô Brisbane Express via Wallangarra train.  I got home after 10pm.  

The Wallangarra Mail ran in both directions on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.   
 

The conductor came around before Stanthorpe, taking orders for meals when the train 

reached Wallangarra. There was a wait there before the New South Wales train left. 
 

There were never many fellow passengers. Most had got off at Toowoomba or 

Warwick. This train, however, did a great trade in mail bags dropped off at the majority 

of stations on the route.   
 

In the section on which I normally travelled, between Warwick and Wallangarra the 

mail train delivered and collected mail bags from:-  

Silverwood    closed 1939 

Cherry Gully   closed 1952 

Dalveen  

Cotton vale 

Thulimbah 

The Summit 

Applethorpe 

Stanthorpe  

Severnlea 

Glen Aplin 

Fletcher   closed 1969 

Ballandean 

Lyra    closed 1966 

Wyberba   closed 1976 

Bald Mountain  closed 1953 

Wallangarra 

 

 It had what they called an ñaò stop at Thulimbah, which meant the train didnôt actually 

come to a stop if there were no passengers.  What did happen was that at about 4pm the 

ñDownò train slowed down sufficiently for the guard to hand the never-heavy mail-bag 

to the Thulimbah postmaster who had been waiting on the platform.  There had been no 

station staff at Thulimbah since about 1960.   
 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEW SLETTER JUNE 2022  

24 | P a g e 
 

The Wallangarra Mail did the run in the ñUpò direction to Brisbane on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Saturdays.  It got to Thulimbah at about 9.15am with another set of 

carriages.  It got to Brisbane at about 6pm.   This required a lot of balancing trains and 

engines ï but the purpose was to connect with the New South Wales train at the dual-

gauge Wallangarra railway station as it arrived and as it departed.  The two Wallangarra 

mail trains (Up and Down) crossed each other at Harristown. 
 

The ñDownò train also took a loading of mail bags from Toowoomba, Ipswich and 

Brisbane for destinations in the north and north-west of New South Wales. 
 

Sadly the Wallangarra Mail train stopped running for good on 1st February 1972.  The 

New South Wales Brisbane Express via Wallangarra at the same time terminated at 

Tenterfield, 20km short of the Queensland border. 
 

The journey was wonderful and very scenic, and you saw a lot of mail bags and railway 

parcels being handled.  It was a pity they never ran a tourist train on this route. 

Queensland Rail ceased freight services to Wallangarra in 2007.  The last goods train on 

the New South Wales side ran to Wallangarra in 1988.  The New South Wales line now 

terminates at Armidale. 

 
 

Wallangarra Railway Station in 1988.   A tour train has arrived on the New South 

Wales side to exchange tour passengers with the train on the Queensland side.  The 

border runs down the middle of the station. 
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Brand new diesel 1300 at Warwick with the Wallangarra Mail in December 1967 
 

The Wallangarra Mail train was a mere shadow of its predecessor, the ócrackô 

SydneyMail. It was the main method communication between Sydney and Brisbane.   

Later, in 1930,  the standard-guage North Coast of New South Wales railway opened 

through to South Bribane.   That caused its demise of the 4-days-a-week Sydney 

Express.   However, the New South Wales trains crossed the Clarence River in Grafton 

by ferry until the opening in July 1932 of the road-rail bascule bridge.  At about the 

same time the Queensland Travelling Post Office South & West which ran between 

Brisbane and Wallangarra was withdrawn in 1932 as a cost-saving measure. 
 

On the Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays when the Wallangarra Mail train didnôt run, 

mail bags were handled by the Wallangarra Goods.  The image on the next page shows 

the Wallangarra Goods at Ballandean in December 1973.  It had very  limited passenger 

accommodation in the composite van at the back.  

 

When the Wallangarra Mail stopped on 1 February 1972, the Wallangarra Goods  did 

the ñmail runò on a daily basis.  It left Toowoomba at 8am and got to Wallangarra just 

after midday. On the return trip it was the Mondays, Wedmesdays & Fridays ñFruit & 

Goodsò.   It left Wallangarra at 12,45 and arrrived at Warwick at 7.45pm.  It was slow, 

but it picked up a lot of fruit (and mail bags). 
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The Wallangarra 3-days-a-week Goods train at Ballandean in 1973. 
 

 
 

QGR 1027 heading the Wallangarra Mail northbound (Up) through Glen Aplin on 3 

October 1963.  The steam era was well before your editorôs travels ï he was still at 

school in 1963. 
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TALKS & DISPLAYS FROM THE CLUBôS MAY 2022 MEETING 

 
RAY NORMAN ï SOLOMON ISLANDS AMERICAS CUP 1987 FIRST DAY 

COVERS 
Ray Norman displayed five first day covers for the Solomon Islands Americas Cup 1987 stamp issue of 

22 August 1986.  These created a furore at the time n the philatelic press with cries of ñtoo many 

stamps).  Unfortunately it was the start of a trend by stamp-issuing authorities. 
 

The stamps were issued in a mini-sheet of 25 stamps (sets of 5 x se-tenant stamps) showing Americaôs 

Cup winning yachts from 1885:- 

 

 
 

These stamps and particularly the set of 5 first-day covers, which have become óharder to find in recent 

years. 

 

TONY READ - U.S. DOLLAR BANKNOTES & THE HAWAIIAN 

BANKNOTES OF WORLD WAR II  
Tony Read passed round three United States $1 banknotes.  One had a blue seal, one had a green seal 

and the note marked ñHAWAIIò had a brownish-red seal.  

In 1900 the United States moved to a gold standard making both gold and silver the legal-tender 

coinage of the United States, and guaranteed the dollar as convertible 0.05375 troy ounces of gold, or a 

little over $18.60 per ounce.  These gold-backed banknotes had are marked FEDERAL RESERVE at 

the top. The treasury seal and the note number were printed in a variety of colours. 

 

The federal government began issuing paper currency during the American Civil War. As 

photographic technology of the day could not reproduce colour, it was decided the back of the bills 

would be printed in a colour other than black. Because the colour green was seen as a symbol of 

stability, it was selected. These were known as "greenbacks" for their colour and started a tradition 

of the United States' printing the back of its money in green.  

In 1959, dollars in circulation around the world exceeded U.S. gold reserves, which became 

vulnerable to the equivalent of a bank run. In 1960, Yale economist Robert Triffin described the 

problem to Congress: either the dollar was not freely available and other countries could not afford 

to import American goods, or the dollar was freely available but confidence that the dollar could be 

converted to gold would wane. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Troy_ounce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_run
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Triffin
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A gold-standard 1928 one-dollar bill. It is identified as a "UNITED STATES NOTE" above George 

Washington and by the words "Will Pay to the Bearer on Demand", which do not appear on today's 

currency. This clause became obsolete in 1933 but remained on new notes for 30 years thereafter. , 

Because of lobbying from the silver-mining industry, the United States also produced silver certificates 

ï dollar notes backed by silver bullion. The silver miners were peeved that silver dollar coins were 

being replaced by paper banknotes. These notes were printed of printed from 1878 up to 1964.   Not 

many were produced after World War II.   These dollar notes are marked óSILVER CERTIFICATEô 

(above George Washington).  The treasury seal and the banknote numbers were printed in a variety of 

colours: - brown, blue, red and even yellow.    

 
Julian and Morgenthau signature, $1 Silver Certificate of 1935 with blue seal 

 

The federal government began issuing paper currency during the American Civil War. As 

photographic technology of the day could not reproduce colour, it was decided the back of the bills 

would be printed in a colour other than black. Because the colour green was seen as a symbol of 

stability, it was selected. These were known as "greenbacks" for their colour and started a tradition 

of the United States' printing the back of its money in green.  

In 1959, dollars in circulation around the world exceeded U.S. gold reserves, which became 

vulnerable to the equivalent of a bank run. In 1960, Yale economist Robert Triffin described the 

problem to Congress: either the dollar was not freely available and other countries could not afford 

to import American goods, or the dollar was freely available but confidence that the dollar could be 

converted to gold would wane. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Alexander_Julian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Morgenthau,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_run
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Triffin
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Eventually, the United States chose to devalue the dollar. During the early 1960s American officials 

largely prevented the conversion of dollars to gold with a series of "gentlemanly" agreements and 

other policies but these actions were not sustainable; the danger of a run on U.S. gold reserves was 

too high. With Nixon's election in 1968, American officials became increasingly concerned until 

Nixon finally issued Executive Order 11615 in August 1971, ending the direct convertibility of 

dollars to gold. He said, "We must protect the position of the American dollar as pillar of monetary 

stability around the world ... I am determined that the American dollar must never again be hostage 

in the hands of the international speculators." This became known as the Nixon Shock and marked 

the dollar's transition from the gold standard to a fiat currency. 

 

 
A Withrow-Rubin signature Federal Reserve banknote of 1995.  The heading FEDERAL RESERVE 

NOTE above George Washington indicates that it is not backed by gold 
 

HAWAIIAN BANKNOTES OF WORLD WAR II  
After the attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941, military officials surmised that in the event of an 

invasion of Hawaii, Imperial Japanese forces would have access to a considerable amount of US 

currency that could be seized from financial institutions or private individuals. They made an order to 

recall all regular US currency in the islands, save for set caps on how much money both individuals 

($200) and businesses ($500; save extra currency for payroll purposes) could possess at any time.  

On June 25, 1942, new ñHAWAIIò overprinted notes were issued: - Series 1935A $1 silver certificate, 

Series 1934 $5 and $20 Federal Reserve Notes, and Series 1934A $5, $10, and $20 Federal Reserve 

Notes. These came from the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco were all issued with brown 

treasury seals and serial numbers.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nixon_Shock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_standard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiat_currency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Payroll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_Bank_of_San_Francisco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_the_United_States_Department_of_the_Treasury
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Hawaii over-printed Julian and Morgenthau signature, $1 Silver Certificate of 1935 with brown seal 

 

 
 

HAWAII overprinted Julian and Morgenthau signature, $1 Silver Certificate of 1935  

 

The 1935 overprinted $1 ósilver certificate banknotes all had Julian and Morgenthau signatures As well 

as the brown Treasury seal.  
 

Overprints of the word óHAWAIIô were made; two small overprints to the sides of the obverse of the 

note between the border and both the treasury seal and Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco seal, and 

large outlined HAWAI I lettering dominating the reverse. The purpose was that should there have been 

an Imperial Japanese invasion of the islands, the US government could immediately declare any 

Hawaii-printed notes worthless, due to their easy identification. 

Beginning on August 15, 1942, no other paper U.S. currency could be used except under special 

permission. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Alexander_Julian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Morgenthau,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Alexander_Julian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Morgenthau,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Alexander_Julian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Morgenthau,_Jr.
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The US$5 banknote (not Tony Readôs image is from the interet) 

 

 
 

Martial law was declared in Hawaii soon after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. A Japanese 

invasion was seen to be imminent in years 1942-1943. 

 

By April 1946, notes were being recalled, but are still legal tender at face value. Most were burnt by the 

Federal Reserve ï apparently used as a fuel in the sugar mills to complement the dry, bagasse fuel 

leftovers from the sugar cane crushing.  Quite a few notes were saved as curios and souvenirs by 

servicemen. 
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TONY READ - A GIFT OF BANKNOTES FROM IAN McIVOR  
 

In the 1980ôs Tony said, he and his wife moved to the house on their Millthorpe property. At the same 

time Ian McIvor, his wife Maryanne and son Cameron purchased the neighbourôs property Glen 

Eagles.   
 

He said that they became friends, even though Ian was way for long periods of time. 

Several years ago Ian knew that Tony was interested in coins & he gave me a large bundle of 

banknotes.  It turned out these were left-overs from his many trips overseas. The bulk of the notes were 

Chinse from the 1960ôs, and then a large quantity of Chinaôs Foreign Exchange Certificates from 10 

den to100 yuan.   There were Indonesian banknotes from the 1960ôs to the 1990ôs; Yugoslavian 

banknotes from their Communist period; South Korean notes from 1973-1975 and Philippines 

banknotes from 1973 -75. 

 

Just a few of the one hundred plus of notes are shown below:-  

 
5 Jiao Chinese banknote of 1953 

 
1 fen banknote of 1953 
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1 Jiao Chinese banknote of 1982 

 
100 Yuan Foreign Exchange Certificate of 1983 

 
1968 500 rupiah banknote of Indonesia 

 
Indonesian 50 000 rupiah   banknote with image of Suharto from 1995 
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A 1st November 1989 1 million dinar banknote of Yugoslavia (1st revaluation since WWII).  The 

currency had to be revalued again in 1992 because of hyperinflation 

 
100 peso note of 2009 from the Philippines 

 

 
Ian McIvor 

 

Tony Read ran through a short biography of Ian McIvor.:-  

 

Ian McIvor passed away on 13 March 2021 aged 90.   He was a respected livestock industry identity 

He began as a trainee scoured wool valuer for New Zealand Loan Ltd Sydney in 195o and subsequently 

held a range of different roles over the following decades, including as a wool-buyer for Victor 

Dekyvere & Co before establishing his own wool exporting business. McIvor Selios. 
 

As principal of McIvor Selios he made trips to Canton (now Guangzhou) which he recalled was a 

different city to now. Through his wool connections he helped pioneer the export of sheep to China in 

1967 in partnership with Dalgety Australia.   Around 2000 Polworth, Border Leicester & Corriedale 


