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Our Orange Coin & Stamp Expo 2020 
Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th April 2020 

At the Orange High School Hall, Woodward St, Orange 
 

HAS HAD TO BE CANCELLED 
 

On 17th March the Business Service Manager of Orange High School advised Howard that:-   
"In light of the recent matters associated with Coronavirus I am going to have to 
advise that PAC will not be available during the holidays for your event. The School 
does not have any cases of the virus, but as a precaution for our student body we are 
postponing any use of our facilities.  
Sorry and I hope that you understand." 
 

Also, out of concerns for Club members’ health, the National Cabinet’s directive of 22 March 
2020 to restrict social gatherings, and us having to allow 2-metre spacings between members, 
Club meetings it was decided by the executive on 22 March 2020 to cancel the 31st March and 
28th April 2020 Club meetings.   Orange Council has since closed all its community halls and 
centres to all members of the public & community groups effective from Thursday 26 March 
2020. 
 
Our monthly coin and stamp fair, held in the Orange Cultural Centre for the first Saturday of 
each month, has also had to be cancelled for 4th April 2020.  This event for 3rd May 2020 
May is very unlikely to go ahead. 
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Our insurance doesn’t cover catching a virus at a Club activity. 
 
So long as your editor maintains his health, it is hoped to produce a monthly newsletter.  This goes out as a 
pdf file to those members with an internet address, otherwise it will be posted.  
In the meantime, every member can have up to a page for free in the newsletter to advertise things they want 
to sell, things they are wanting to buy, or even make a comment. 
 
The challenge for the Club is for its members to stay safe by physical isolation.  It is really important, 
though, that we don’t lose touch with one another. We need to start to contact each other more using the 
internet and phone.  For some of us it will be the first good chance in a while to spend serious time sorting 
out our collections. 
 

RON MILLS TURNS 90!!! 

 
 
Congratulations to Ron Mills on reaching his 90th Birthday on 27 March 2020.  
Ron is a long time member & one of our clubs oldest members (& still active). 
 
Unfortunately the celebrations planned for Ron at the Ophir Hotel on 28th March have had to be postponed. 
 

 
 

Ron Mills chatting with Aaron Henry and Geoff Henry at our 2015 Spring Fair 
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Ron Mills (with a back against the wall & arms folded) at the front desk at our 2017 Expo.  
He is chatting to Tony Richards and Betty Henry.  Tegan Henry is at the front.  Colin 
Richardson is over the back 

 
 

 
 

Ron Mills on the left, Barry Dean in the centre and Betty Henry on the right at our 2019 
Spring Fair front desk. 
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OUR CLUB MONTHLY 
MEETINGS CANCELLED 
FOR 31st MARCH & 2020 

 
The next Club meeting that had been 
planned for Tuesday 31st March 2020 has 
had to be cancelled,  as well as the 28th 
April 2020 meeting. 
 
Club meetings are normally held in the 
Orange Cultural Centre in Sale St.  
Orange Council has closed this venue down 
from 26th March until further notice. 
 
OUR MONTHLY COIN & STAMP 
FAIR FOR SATURDAY 4th APRIL 
2020 HAS BEEN CANCELLED 
 

 
What was to have been our monthly Coin 
& Stamp Fair for Saturday 4th April 2020 
at the Orange Cultural Centre in Sale St has 
been cancelled. 

 
STAMPS STOLEN IN SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA  

 
The Secretary of the South Australian 
Philatelic Council has e-mailed us advising:  
“STAMP COLLECTIONS STOLEN IN 
BURGLARY 
Please be on the lookout for a study of the 
1931 Kingsford Smith issue including 
plate blocks, positional blocks of the 
catalogued flaws including the distinctive 
"plane dropping bomb" and other 
specialist items. Many of the items were 
previously owned by Chris Lloyd and were 
mounted on his album pages which have a 
very distinctive write-up style produced by 
a dot-matrix printer. 
 
The other collection consists of early 
Adelaide postmarks on stamps and covers 
from the 1850s & 1860s. 
 
Should you see any collections like these 
offered in the market please contact: -  
 

Linda 
Secretary, for The South Australian 
Philatelic Council 
0421367665” 
 
FORMER MEMBER PAUL 
HINGSTON PASSED AWAY ON  
 
Paul Hingston passed away in Canberra on 
23 March 202 after a long battle with 
cancer.  Paul worked in a management 
position at the Department of Agriculture 
before retiring about 10 years ago. In 2016 
he moved to Canberra. 
 
Paul was a keen coin collector. He was not 
a meeting-attender, but was a regular visitor 
to our Saturday coin & stamp fairs.  Since 
moving to Canberra he was a regular visitor 
to Howard Lyons’ tables at the Canberra 
Stamp Fair in the Kingston Baptist Hall. 
 
His main hobby interest was classic cars 
and until recently he had been the long-time 
secretary of the Australian Sports Car 
Club. 
 
Here is an excerpt from a 2010 Central 
Western Daily report: -  
 

 
 

“Paul Hingston is really looking forward 
to showing off his 1965 red Triumph 
TRVA roadster at today’s Gnoo Blas 
Classic car show.’ 
 
‘Mr Hingston acquired his vehicle almost 
10 years ago and although it was already 
classified as an “old restoration” vehicle, 
he has put in a huge number of hours 
upgrading the vehicle so it can be shown 
off to best advantage.’ 
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Orange Spring Fair 
2019 participating 
dealers list. 
They are expected for 
our 2020 Expo – 
please continue to 
support them.:-  
Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, 
Sydney, 2000    Ph (02) 9299 
2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne 
from Canberra) – PO Box 53, 
MITCHELL, A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 
6255 4044)                 Buying 
and Selling 
 
Orange Stamps & Coins 
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  
             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: 
howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling - Stamps, 
Coins, Banknotes, Accessories, 
etc. 
 

Phil & Win Morehouse, 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: 
(02)9707 4087, Email – 
wmorehouse@netspace.net.
au. World-wide stamps bought and 
sold 

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of 
Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - 
aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS 
NEWSLETTER AND 
CORRESPONDENCE TO 
THE CLUB 
Items for this newsletter need to be 
posted to the Secretary at the Club’s 
postal address: -PO Box 324 
ORANGE 2800 
They can always also be e-mailed to: - 
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone 63 614 872 
 
NEWCASTLE 2020 STAMP 
& COIN EXPO & HALF-
NATIONAL EXHIBITION  
 
The Newcastle 2020 Exhibition is planned 
for-  
Friday 2nd October 2020 from10-5,  
Saturday3rd October from 10-5 &   
Sunday 4th October from 9-3.  
 
The venue is the Newcastle Showground 
Exhibition Centre. It’s next to 
Broadmeadow Railway Station.  Entry is 
free. 

 

 
 
Australia Post will be attending with special 
souvenir products and postmarks. 
 
The exhibition will include:  
• Leading stamp, coin and postcard dealers 
from across Australia, and we hope, some 
international dealers. 
• Displays (exhibits) from collectors across 
Australia and New Zealand, and possibly Chile. 
• The Royal Philatelic Challenge, with 
competitive displays from the Royal Philatelic 
Societies of Great Britain, New Zealand, 
Canada, South Africa, Melbourne and Sydney. 
• The Qantas Challenge, commemorating the 

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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centenary of Qantas. This display will consist 
of Qantas memorabilia, especially covers, 
cinderellas, postcards, and other Qantas 
collectibles. 
• Souvenirs and special products from Australia 
Post. 
• Meetings of some societies. These are not 
finalised but could include the Cinderella 
Stamp Club, Polar Philately Society, Thematic 
Philately Society, and the Postal Stationary 
Society. 
• Displays and lectures from leading 
philatelists. Last exhibition (May 2018) 
Michael Drury showed every shade in the 
kangaroo and KGV series of stamps 1913-36. 
 
Details can be found on the website: 
www.newcastle philatelicsociety.org.au 
 
DATES FOR 2020 & EVEN 
2021 

 

Twin Towns Stamp Club Stamp Fair, Sunday 
5th April at Cudgen Leagues Club, 
3 Wommin Bay Rd, Kingscliff 
CANCELLED 

Milton-Ulladulla Stamp Club’s Annual Stamp 
Fair, Sat 12th April 2020, 10-3, 
Ulladulla Civic Centre, Princes 
Hwy, Ulladulla 
CANCELLED 

Orange Stamp & Coin Expo 2020, 18 & 
19 April 2020, at the 
Orange High School 
Hall, Woodward St 
CANCELLED 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 29th 
April 2020 at the 
Orange Cultural 
Centre, 
CANCELLED 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Monthly 
Fair at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday, 2nd May 
2020, 9-1. LIKELY TO BE 
CANCELLED 

Sutherland Shire Philatelic Society’s 
The Shire Stamp and 
Coin Fair, Saturday 2nd 

May, Anglican Church 
Hall, 131 Gymea Bay 
Rd, Gymea. Includes 
James Cook 1-frame 
Stamp Comp 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair 16 & 17 May 
2020, Sturt Primary 
School.    CANCELLED 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm 26th 
May 2020 at the 
Orange Cultural 
Centre, Kite St, 
Orange.  COULD 
BE CANCELLED 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Monthly 
Fair at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday, 6th June 
2020, 9-1, SUBJECT TO 
CANCELLATION 

SCDAA Petersham Fair, Petersham Town 
Hall, Sunday 31 May 2020 

PHILAS Open Day, PHILAS House, 
Saturday, 20th June 2020 

Perth Stamp & Coin Fair, 3-5 July 2020 

PHILAS Auction #136, PHILAS House, 
Saturday 11th July 2020 

Canberra Fair, 18 July 2020, Kingston 
Baptist Hall,  

Bendigo Stamp Fair, 8th August 2020, St 
Andrews Uniting Church Hall, 24 Myers 
St, Bendigo, Victoria 
SCDAA Petersham Fair 30 August 2020 
 
Newcastle Half-National Exhibition 2-4 

October 2020, Newcastle 
Showground Exhibition 
Centre, Broadmeadow 

Canberra Fair, 10 October 2020, Kingston 
Baptist Hall,  

Orange Stamp & Coin Spring 
Fair, Orange High School 
17 & 18 October 2020.] 
EVENT CANCELLED AS 
THE HALL IS 
UNAVAILABLE DUE TO 
H.S.C. 
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PHILAS Open Day, PHILAS House, 

Saturday 17th October 2020 
 
ANDA Sydney Money Show, 24 & 25 

October 2020, Lower Town Hall, 
Sydney 

 
Perth Stamp & Coin Fair 30 October-1 

November 2020. 
 
Brisbane Stamp & Coin Fair, 7 & 8 

November 2020.  
 
Hobart Stamp Show 2010: National 

One Frame Exhibition 13-15 
November, 2020. Hobart Town 
Hall    

hobartstampshow2020.com.au 
PHILAS Auction#137, PHILAS House, 
Saturday 14th November 2020 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 21 & 22 
November 2020, Sturt Primary School 
SCDAA Petersham Stamp, Coin & 

Banknote Fair, Petersham Town 
Hall, 29 November 2020. 
SCDAA Petersham Fair 

 
Toowoomba National One-Frame 

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021 
 
 

 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

In line at the Post Office this morning were three people wearing 
masks…. 
PANIC!!!! 
Then they said “This is a robbery” and we all calmed down. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

The Wynyard Coin Centre has been a supporter of our 2019 Expo & our 
Spring Fair  

 
Whether you want advice or can’t find what you’re looking for, contact us. 
We have a wide array of collectables in our store and our friendly team will 

be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 2047, or send an 
email to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or visit our Sydney store.  

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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MEMBERS…  
USE THIS SPACE FOR 
FREE  
FOR YOUR WANT 
LISTS &  
ITEMS YOU WANT TO 
SELL 
 
YOU CAN TAKE A 
WHOLE PAGE!!! 
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What’s the difference between Covid-19 and Romeo & Juliet?  
One’s the Corona Virus and the other’s the Verona crisis. 
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CUMBERLAND JACKS 
 

 
 
 
The tokens & gaming counters that bear the words "To Hanover" (commonly known 
as Cumberland Jacks). They are usually found with Queen Victoria's portrait on the 
obverse and a figure riding a horse on the reverse (in the style of St George slaying 
the dragon). They were mainly produced as satirical counters for card games. 
 

 
 

King George I, the first English monarch from the House of Hannover, reigned (in 
England) from 1714 to 1827. He was already the Elector (= King) of Hannover. His 
mother was Sophia, a grand-daughter of James I.  This made him eligible to take the 
English throne.  He spoke no English and spent half his reign in Germany. 
 
King William IV was the last joint kings of Hannover and Britain. He died on 25 June 
1837, without children.  The British throne then passed to Princess Victoria.  She 
was the daughter of the 4th son of George IV.  
 
When Victoria was crowned as Queen, she was unable to fulfil the role of King of 
Hanover under Salic law, due to the fact that she was a female. Her unpopular uncle, 
Ernest Augustus, the Duke of Cumberland, the 5th son of George IV (born in 1771) 
was the oldest male heir to the throne. He was sent off to Hannover instead to fulfil 
the role.  He had previously harboured aspirations to the British throne. 
 
Ernest Augustus is supposed to have asked the advice of the Duke of Wellington as 
to what course of action he should take after Victoria’s accession.  Wellington 
supposedly said: - “Go before you are pelted out”. 
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The brass Cumberland Jack gambling counters/tokens were produced to satirically 
commemorate (perhaps even celebrate) his departure. Such was his unpopularity 
that many of the tokens on closer inspection actually depict a monkey on horseback 
which was intended to portray the Duke. 
 
They were produced at the time of Victoria's ascension to the throne in 1837, and 
continued to be produced for the next few decades. They were finally made illegal in 
1883. 
 
They were made illegal because they could easily be mistaken for gold sovereign 
coins.  The first gold sovereigns of Queen Victoria were issued in 1837.  In 1871 the 
familiar St George and the dragon motif – not unlike that on a Cumberland Jack – 
first appeared. 
 
They were made of brass and had a mass of 3.9g. They were 22.3mm-diameter. The 
1837 versions showed the lettering: - “H.M.G.M. VICTORIA” on the obverse and “TO 
HANNOVER” on the reverse. 
 
Some later versions of the token showed, appropriately, an image of card players on 
the obverse.  
 

 
Ernest Augustus got to produce his own royal coinage in Hannover.  This1849 5 
thaler coin shows his portrait.   Ernest Augustus died in 1851 
 

 
 
Ernest Augustus, Duke of Cumberland, and later King of Hannover, in the robes of 
the Order of St Patrick 
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STAMPS OF THE FRENCH OCCUPIED ZONE OF 
GERMANY 1945-1947 

 
The French zone of occupation was not initially allocated by the victorious Allies 
following the end of World War II. This was done in consideration of the historical 
animosity between the French and Germans. 
 
With the urging of Charles de Gaulle, leader of the Free French Forces, and in 
appreciation of the important role the French underground played in the defeat of 
Germany, the British and American forces ceded small portions of their occupation 
zones to France.  
 
British and American governments agreed to cede some western parts of their zones 
of occupation to the French Army In April and May 1945. The French 1st Army had 
captured Karlsruhe and Stuttgart, and conquered a territory extending to Hitler's 
Eagle's Nest and the westernmost part of Austria. In July, the French relinquished 
Stuttgart to the Americans, and in exchange were given control over cities west of 
the Rhine such as Mainz and Koblenz. 
 

 

French 1st Army soldiers celebrate after capturing Karlsruhe in Germany in April 1945.  The War ended on 4th 
May 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Army_(France)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karlsruhe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stuttgart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berghof_(residence)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berghof_(residence)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mainz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koblenz
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All this resulted in two barely contiguous areas of Germany along the French border, 
which met at just a single point along the River Rhine. Three German states (Land) 
were established: the Rhineland Palatinate (Rheinland Pfalz) in the north and west 
and on the other hand Württemberg-Hohenzollern and South Baden, who later 
formed Baden-Württemberg together with Württemberg-Baden of the American 
Zone. 
 
The French Zone of Occupation included the Saargebiet, which was disentangled 
from it on 16 February 1946. By 18 December 1946 customs controls were 
established between the Saar area and Allied-occupied Germany. Saar was set up 
like a separate country. The French zone ceded further areas adjacent to the Saar 
(in mid-1946, early 1947, and early 1949). 
 
Included in the French zone was the town of Büsingen am Hochrhein, a German 
exclave separated from the rest of the country by a narrow strip of 
neutral Swiss territory. The Swiss government agreed to allow limited numbers of 
French troops to pass through its territory in order to maintain law and order in 
Büsingen 
 
The capital of the French Military Government was in Baden-Baden. 
 
The French zone of occupation (Troupes d’occupation en Allemagne (TOA), 
occupation forces in Germany) existed from the end of the War until 10 August 1949. 
At the end of October 1946, the French Zone had a population of: -  

1. Rheinland Pfalz 2.7 million 
2. Baden (South Baden) 1.2 million 
3. Württemberg-Hohenzollern 1.05 million 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_of_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rheinland_Pfalz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W%C3%BCrttemberg-Hohenzollern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Baden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baden-W%C3%BCrttemberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saar_protectorate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%BCsingen_am_Hochrhein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland
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The thirteen stamps, shown above, were issued between 17 December 
1945 and April 1946 for general usage throughout the French Occupation Zone. 
Though the stamps were denominated in German currency, the Pfenning value 
stamps all have the "appearance" of the similar French Provinces stamp series of 
1943 and 1944 and later.  They too were printed at the French Government Printing 
works in Paris. These general issues were valid for postage until June 1948, though 
in 1947, each of the German states within the French occupation zone began issuing 
their own postage stamps. 

Unlike in the British and American Zones, where their Allied Military Government 
stamps were interchangeable, these could only be used in the French Zone 

 

The Pfennig denominations pictured the coats of arms of Rheinland 
Pfalz, Wurttemberg, Baden, and the Saar Protectorate. They 
were typographed on un-watermarked paper and were perforated 14 x 13½. With 
this type of production, there are many printing and colour errors in this series. 
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The three Mark denomination stamps featured Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe, Friedrich von Schiller, and Heinrich Heine, all famous German writers. They 
were engraved on un-watermarked paper and were perforated 13. 
 
The Pfennig values of this set were printed in sheets of 100, with a gutter between 
the two panes of 50 stamps, thus these can be collected in gutter pairs, as well. 
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Even though some of the stamps of this set show the Saar coat of arms, they were 
not intended for use there. Saar was an independent state, under French influence, 
and they issued their own postage stamps, which were denominated in Francs. 
Stamps from this occupation general issue set with Saar cancellations have a 
substantial premium over those that were used elsewhere in the French zone. 
 
Some collectors have advised caution when buying the 10 Pf. and the three Mark 
denominations in used condition. Due to their high prices, faked and per favour 
cancellations abound. 

 
 
While all of the Pfenning-value stamps are listed in the Stanley Gibbons (9th edition) 
catalogue, used, at 30p, the 10Pfenning value is shown, used at £80.   The 1mark 
chocolate Goethe stamp, used, is shown at £25.  The 2mark blue Schiller stamp of 1 
April 1946 is shown at £75 and the 5 mark brown-lake Heine stamp of 1 April 1946 is 
shown at £95.  These high-value stamps are scarce because, in the first part of the 
period, overseas mail, except to France, was not allowed until September 1946.  
Also the impoverished residents & struggling businesses had very little to send. 
 
On 26 September 1946 the United States Department of Commerce, after a long 
debate in the U.S. Senate, allowed the export of gift parcels and the conveyance of 
mails to citizens of the French Occupied Zone.  This was followed by other Western 
countries, including Australia. 
 
The French Occupation Zone became part of the Federal Republic of Germany 
(West Germany) on 21st September 1949.  French Zone stamps issued and used 
after that date could be used until 31st December 1949.  
 

 
1947 philatelic cover, registered at Remagen, showing late use of the stamps as the 

stamps for the Rhineland Palatinate were being introduced 
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1946 un-censored local mail cover  

.  
1947 cover with French Zone stamps and a British censor hand-stamp, posted from 
Hamburg (Hamburg was not in the French Zone) to Florida, U.S.A. 
 

 
French Zone occupation money – 10pf 
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DEMERARA & 
ESSEQUIBO 
BECOMES 
BRITISH GUIANA 
 
This article is largely from the research 
materials obtained by Tony Read for his 
February 25 Club display of the stamps 
and coins of British Guiana 
 

 
Demerara and Essequibo 

 
Demerara and Essequibo were two river 
colonies along the Northern coast of South 
America. Essequibo was established at the 
beginning of the Seventeenth Century and 
was not far from another Dutch river 
colony at Berbice and another on the River 
Pomeroon. Rivers were very much a 
requirement for the seafaring European 
mariner empires. They were required for 
exploration, transportation and to provide 
a realistic means of communication. 
Stories of an El Dorado on the Spanish 
Main had provided a further impetus to 
European interest in the region. In reality 
though it was to be the lure of plantations 
and in particular sugar, which was very 
much pioneered by Dutch planters that 
turned this unlikely stretch of coastal 
jungle into profitable settlements. 
England's first interest in the settlements 
came during the Second Anglo-Dutch wars 
in 1665. Lord Willoughby wished to 
secure the English colony established 
since 1650 at Surinam and tasked Major 

John Scott to make a pre-emptive strike 
using forces from Barbados. Scott formed 
an alliance with local Caribs and 
proceeded to take the colony of Pomeroon 
by capturing the fort at New Zeelandia and 
then proceeding to capture Essequibo by 
heading up its river to attack the Dutch fort 
at Kyk-over-al. Disaster was to befall this 
small expedition as a Dutch relief force 
from Berbice marched overland to seize 
back Kyk-over-al. A French force arrived 
off Pomeroon also with their own local 
forces, the Arawak. After a short siege at 
the fort in Nova Zeelandia, the English 
surrendered only to be massacred by the 
Arawak tribesmen. As a result of this war, 
England traded her Surinam concerns to 
the Dutch in full in return for Dutch lands 
in North America in what would be 
renamed New York. 
Over the next century and a half, it was not 
to be the English or after 1707, the British, 
who caused problems for the Dutch 
colonies, but the French, Spanish and 
innumerable pirates and privateers who 
sought to raid the isolated colonies. After 
1688 relations between the Protestant 
Dutch and Protestant English improved 
significantly and in an era before passports 
or effective bureaucracy settlers could 
move fairly freely between colonies. In the 
Eighteenth Century, as the amount of 
available plantation land on the small 
British islands of the Caribbean 
diminished, many British would-be 
planters turned to Dutch colonies like 
these. This freedom of movement was 
further facilitated in 1740 by an 
enlightened Dutch Governor by the name 
of Storm van's Gravesande who declared 
the colony open to settlers of all nations. 
Furthermore, they were granted free land 
with 10 year's freedom from taxes. The 
influx of settlers, the majority of whom 
were British, increased considerably. So 
much so, that an application was made to 
formally create the new colony of 
Demerara along the nearby Demerara river 
system. The settlement of Stabroek would 
later form the main administrative centre 
of that colony. In Essequibo, the 
administrative centre moved from Kyk-

https://www.britishempire.co.uk/maproom/berbice.htm
https://www.britishempire.co.uk/maproom/surinam.htm
https://www.britishempire.co.uk/maproom/barbados.htm
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over-al to Fort Island at the mouth of the 
River Essequibo. 
 
Most British settlers came from the 
relatively crowded colony of Barbados 
whose land was already mostly accounted 
for. There numbers were so significant that 
in 1750 a commander of the British 
population was assigned, giving them a 
form of representation within the Dutch 
colonies. In fact, by 1763 British setters 
formed the majority of the population of 
Demerara and owned roughly one-third of 
the plantations there. They also brought 
knowledge and experience from their own 
colonies and were the first to introduce 
water-driven mills to the sugar plantations. 
Formal British interest in controlling the 
colony came as a by-product of the 
American Revolutionary Wars. Holland 
had thrown in their lot with Spain and 
France. The British always gave priority to 
the rich sugar islands of the Caribbean 
even over the agrarian 13 colonies to the 
North. Consequently, they launched a 
major attack to seize all three of the River 
Colonies in 1781. British control was not 
to last long though as the French launched 
their own expedition to seize the colonies 
on behalf of their Dutch allies the 
following year. This enforced change of 
ownership had internal ramifications even 
when the French returned them to the 
Dutch in 1783. The Dutch West Indian 
Company wanted to reform the finances of 
the colonies only for the settlers to refuse 
to surrender their rights. Taxes were not 
paid and the colony was ultimately taken 
over by the Dutch State government in 
1791. 
The French Revolutionary Wars spilled 
over into the Netherlands. At first, the 
Dutch were allies with the British but 
when the French army advanced into the 
Low Countries she set up a sympathetic 
Batavian Republic which was then 
effectively forced to go to war with the 
British. Consequently, all French and 
Dutch Caribbean colonies became a target 
for the Royal Navy. The British sent a 
major naval squadron to the Caribbean in 
1796 and seized all three of the River 
Colonies. Not only had the British denied 

valuable products to her enemies, but she 
could sell the products for herself. The 
British occupied the colony for the next 
six years. 
 
At the Peace of Amiens in 1802, the 
colonies were returned to the Batavian 
Republic. But when the fragile peace 
collapsed the British reoccupied the 
colonies the following year. British victory 
at the Battle of Trafalgar gave her 
unparalleled control of the seas. Any 
French or Batavian ability to retake the 
colony disappeared for good. The colonies 
became subject to the British ban on the 
Slave Trade from 1807 onwards. This had 
the result of pushing up the price of labour 
although it did not do much to improve the 
status and rights of the slaves as the anti-
slave trade campaigners had hoped. The 
cost of labour meant that the colonies 
increasingly turned to the more profitable 
sugar and coffee and cotton production fell 
by the wayside. 
 
In 1812 Stabroek was renamed by the 
British as Georgetown. It would become 
the administrative centre for the British. 
 
In 1814, after the first fall of Napoleon, 
Britain agreed to return most of the 
colonies that they had seized from the 
Dutch with the exceptions of her South 
American colonies of Berbice, Demerara 
and Essequibo. Furthermore for 
administrative convenience the British 
combined the two colonies of Demerara 
and Essequibo although Berbice was 
treated as a separate colony for another 17 
years. The shift to becoming a British 
colony was not a significant one for the 
Dutch planters. They had become 
accustomed to trading with the far 
wealthier British Empire than with a 
Dutch Empire very much on the wane. 
Britain also had many more local colonies 
to trade with and was also a sponsor to the 
opening up of trade on the South American 
continent by backing various nationalist 
and revolutionary movements. 
Consequently, there was no clamour from 
the Dutch planters to return to Dutch rule 
at the end of the Napoleonic wars. They 
were quite content with the new status quo 
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and of course had been used to British 
administration for nearly two decades by 
the time of formal absorption into the 
British Empire. The Waterloo hiatus 
temporarily delayed Dutch ratification of 
this agreement, but on 20th November, 
1815 the Dutch formally signed over all 
legal claims on the lands to the British. 
 
One of the most serious slave revolts in 
the British Empire broke out in Demerara 
in 1823. Slaves had believed that reforms 
back in Westminster would result in their 
immediate emancipation. Disappointment 
at not receiving freedom combined with 
continued harsh treatment resulted in an 
uprising of over 13,000 slaves across the 
colony. The authorities and some 
plantation owners were tipped off on the 
timing of the revolt and prepared 
themselves in anticipation of trouble.  

Unlike 
other 
uprisings, 
there was 
a distinct 
lack of 
bloodshed 

from the slaves. Many Europeans were 
restrained or locked up but few were killed 
and mutilated as in other Caribbean island 
revolts. Nevertheless, the authorities 
replied in a harsh manner. Martial law was 
declared and troops despatched to suppress 
the rebellion. Within a week, the British 
had regained control and authority. Using 
the courts martial procedures, ringleaders 
were executed and their heads cut off and 
nailed to posts as a warning to others. An 
English pastor, John Smith, accused of 
giving aid and comfort was found guilty 
but died in custody. News of the harsh 
actions of the British authorities horrified 
many back in Britain and resulted in a 
huge infusion in support for abolitionists. 
Initial sympathy for the plight of isolated 
Britons evaporated with tales of mutilation 
and death meted out by the authorities. 
The Demerara Uprising cast a questioning 
shadow over the morality of slavery. 
Demerara and Essequibo along with 
Berbice were formally united into a single 
colony of British Guiana in 1831. 

 
[The above information is largely from the 
website www.british empire.co.uk/ 
maproom/demeraraandessequibo  -  with 
thanks]  
 

 

Guyana is on the northern coast of South 
America 

STAMPS 

A privately run packet service for mail 
existed in British Guiana in 1796, and 
continued for a number of years. Postage 
stamps of Britain were used in those days 
at Georgetown (Demerara) and Berbice. 
The first adhesive stamps produced by 
British Guiana were issued in 1850. 

British Guiana is famous among 
philatelists for its early postage stamps, 
some of them considered to be among the 
rarest, most expensive stamps in the 
world. These include the unique British 
Guiana 1c magenta from 1856, which sold 
in 1980 for close to $1 million. 

In June 2014 the 1856 British Guiana one-
cent magenta stamp was sold at auction in 
New York, to an anonymous bidder, for 
$9.5m (£5.6m) at auction in New York, a 
world record. 

 

 

Retreat of Lt. Brady 

https://www.britishempire.co.uk/maproom/britishguiana.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Packet_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Guiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgetown,_Guyana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Guiana_1c_magenta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Guiana_1c_magenta
https://www.britishempire.co.uk/maproom/demeraraandessequibo/demerara1823b.htm
https://www.britishempire.co.uk/maproom/demeraraandessequibo/demerara1823b.htm
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The 1c magenta stamp 

 
Another shipment of stamps showed up in 
1860, but difficulties were not over yet: 
locally printed stamps were needed again 
in 1862 and 1882. After that, stamps were 
reliably available.  
 

 
 
Tony’s display included some of the 1860 
Ships stamp issues. The year 1860 was 
shown a numeral at a time in the corners.  
The postmark “A03” was used in 
Georgetown, the capital.   
Stamp values, unusually, are shown in 
Roman numerals not numbers. “XII’ 
stands for 12d value.  The central part of 
the stamp shows the Colony’s seal. 
 
The Ship issues of 1875 had removed the 
Roman numerals: - 

 

 
1875 4c stamp with the Georgetown ‘A03’ 
obliterator mark. It still showed 1860 in 

the corners. 
 

COINS 
 

In 1808 Spanish 8 reales were pierced and 
a large hole and both the remains of the 
coin and the central plug were stamped 
with new values: - 3 guilders and 3 bits 
and the initials “E & D”. 
 

 
Demerara & Essequibo 3 guilder coin of 

1796 (later revalued at 5 guilders) of 
1808. 

 
The 1808 ‘dump’ worth 3 bits 

Between 1809 and 1836 Britain provided 
coins for the Colony, based on the Dutch 
(Batavian) monetary system. There were 
copper half and 1 stuiver coins and silver 
one-eighth to 3 guilder coins.    

In in 1839, the Spanish dollar as a unit of 
account was introduced in order to 
facilitate the introduction of British 
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sterling silver coinage. The rationale 
behind this lies in the fact that Spanish 
silver dollars, alternatively known 
as pieces of eight, were already circulating 
alongside the Dutch coinage, and also 
widely throughout the Eastern Caribbean. 
The dollar unit of account therefore acted 
as a convenient intermediary conversion 
unit between sterling and the 
outgoing guilder unit. The dollar unit was 
equivalent to 
4 shillings 2 pence sterling and replaced 
the guilder unit at a rate of 1 dollar = 3⅛ 
guilders, i.e. £1 = $4.8 = 15 guilders. 

 

 

Demerara and Essequibo half stiver 
copper coin of George III 

 

1832 1/8th guilder of George III 

 

¼ guilder of George III 

 

 

1 guilder silver coin of George III 

 

 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pieces_of_eight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guilder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shilling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_pounds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Guiana_guilder


- Page  - 23 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 31st MARCH 2020 

 23 

A particular feature of the circulation of 
British silver coins in British Guiana was 
the popularity of the 4d (four pence) coin, 
known as the groat. This was a direct 
consequence of its equivalence to the very 
popular outgoing 'Bit' coin which was 
equal to one quarter of a guilder. When the 
groat coin ceased to circulate in the United 
Kingdom in the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, a special request was 
made in 1888 for groats to be struck for 
use in the British West Indies and British 
Guiana. These were first struck in 1891. 
From 1917 they were struck exclusively 
for use in British Guiana. 

 

The 1891 proof 4d British Guiana groat 
coin ended up being the most popular coin 
in the Colony 

Spanish, Mexican, and Colombian silver 
dollars continued to circulate alongside the 
British sterling coinage until 1876 when 
these dollar coins were demonetised. 

The Spanish dollar unit should not be 
confused with the American dollar unit. 
The American dollar unit was first 
introduced in the US in the year 1792, 
based on the average weight of a selection 
of worn Spanish dollars. As such, the 
American dollar was marginally less 
valuable than the Spanish dollar. 

 

After the introduction of the dollar, regular 
British coins circulated, together with 2 
and 4 pence coins also issued elsewhere in 
the British West Indies. The 2 pence coins 
issued in 1838, 1843 and 1848 were of the 
standard Maundy money type, whilst the 4 
pence coins bore an image of Britannia. 
Between 1891 and 1916, 4 pence coins 
were issued specifically for "British 
Guiana and West Indies" and between 
1917 and 1945 for "British Guiana". 1916 
also saw the first issue of paper money by 
the Government of British Guiana, in 
denominations of 1, 2, 5, 20 and 100 
dollars.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Groat_(coin)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_West_Indies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maundy_money
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Britannia

