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The NEWSLETTER    OF   THE   ORANGE    

COIN  AND   STAMP CLUB 

INCORPORATED  

 
 

Our Clubõs 56th Year  

 

 

 
 

THE CLUB ME ETS AGAIN ON THIS TUESDAY 30  MARCH 2021  
 

 
 

This image was recently passed on by Bathurǎǘ /ƭǳōΩǎ !ƭŀƴ aŎwŀŜΦ  Lǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ 
Tony Read, being presented with the Numismatic Competition Award at Bathex 2010.   
Bathex 2010 was the last Bathex held. . It was at the main pavilion at the Bathurst 
Showground. 

 

ORANGE COIN & STAMP EXPO 10 &  11 APRIL 2021 

AT THE HIGH SCHOOL .  YOU NEED TO COME!  

 
30 March 2021  

ISSUE #226 
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Conditions of Use Statement for the Orange Cultural Centre: -  

 
 
We may have to live with COVID-19 for months or even all of 2021. Let's not 

deny it or panic. Let's not make our lives useless. Let's learn to live with this fact. 
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OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING 

IS THIS  TUESDAY  30 th  

MARCH  2021  
 

 
The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St 

 

The Clubôs next monthly meeting is on 

next Tuesday night, the 30th March at the 

Orange Cultural Centre 

 

The next monthly meeting after that is 

on Tuesday 27th April 2021 
 

The monthly coin & stamp mini-fair is in 

the Orange Cultural Centre is on Saturday 

3rd April 2021 from 9 to 1. 
 

Itôs in Sale St, Orange.  Itôs the building 

that used to be a school. Itôs on the right 

hand side as you enter the Woolworths Car 

Park.  The building is sort of opposite 

Harris Farm Market, but entrance is from 

the mini-park on the Sale St frontage. 

 

COIN & STAMP EXPO 

IS ON SATURDAY 

10th and  SUNDAY 

11 th  APRIL 2021  IN 

THE ORANGE HIGH 

SCHOOL HALL IN 

WOODW ARD ST  
 

All members are asked to involve 

themselves over the next few weeks with 

our Expo 2021.  We need you to come. 

 

Visitors too needed to be encouraged to 

attend.  Please ask someone you know to 

come along. 
 

CLUB VOLUNTEERS 

ARE NEEDED  
 

Firstly we need volunteers for the front 
door table & to sell raffle tickets on 
both the Saturday & the Sunday    
 

Because of Covoid restrictions we will not 

be offering morning teas and lunches to 

dealers or volunteers.  

Also we need volunteers to help bring in the 

Clubôs 40 trestle tables & books on the 

Friday evening & return them on the Sunday 

afternoon (and to help clean up) 
 

 

WE NEED MEMBERõS 

DISPLAYS  
 

Please make an effort to bring your 

display(s). 
 

Club members can compete for the Andy 

Auld Perpetual Shield, awarded to what the 

visiting public vote as the display they liked 

most.  Eligibility is limited to adult Orange 

Club members.  

 

 
Col Davidson holding the Andy Auld 

Perpetual Shield which he won for 2018 

 

Our ñtechnicalò philatelic and numismatic 

competitions will also run.  
 

OUR EXPO 2021  RAFFLE  
 

Our Expo raffle will for a hamper of 

groceries.   
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We will therefore need members to donate 

surplus, óin-dateô non-perishable grocery 

items.  

Bring these along to Expo. Geoff Henry is 

co-ordinating the putting-together of the 

hamper.  There may be more than one 

hamper.   Please bring any donations along 

to the next monthly fair in the Cultural 

Centre or the Expo on the Saturday morning 
 

Tickets will be 3 for $2.  

 

 

OUR CLUBõS POSTAL 

ADDRESS HAS CHANGED 

TO PO BOX 9113, 

ORANGE 2800  

 

Following our February 2021 meeting it 

was decided to let PO Box 324 ORANGE 

2800.  Renewal for this medium-sized box 

would have cost over $200 for the year.  
 

Instead the Club has taken a smaller PO 

Box at East Orange LPO at a lower rental. 

PO Boxes at East Orange have 8000 or 

9000 numbers. 
 

Our new postal address is: -  

ORANGE COIN & STAMP 

CLUB 

PO BOX 9113 

ORANGE NSW 2800 
 
 

Orange Spring Fair  

2019 ( the last show 
we were  able to 
hold) participating 

dealers ï please  
continue to support 

them: -   
Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 
2000    Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax 

(02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

 A. Byrne Coins  (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) ï PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)                 
Buying and Selling 
 

Orange Stamps & Coins  
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  
             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling - Stamps, Coins, 
Banknotes, Accessories, etc. 

Phil & Win Morehouse , 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 
4087, Email ς 

wmor ehouse@netspace.net.au . 
World-wide stamps bought and sold 

AAA Stamps  (Steve Burton) of 

Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 

 

DATES FOR 2021  

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Tuesday 30th March 2021. Yes, itôs 

Australia day too! 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular 

monthly fair  at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Saturday 3rd April 2021, 9-1 

 

The 2021 Orange Coin & 

Stamp Expo, Saturday 10th & 

Sunday 11th April 2021 at the 

Orange High School Hall (subject to 

its availability) 
 

Campbelltown Stamp Club 

meeting, 14 April 2021, 7pm, new 

venue, Senior Citizens Centre, 91 

Queen St, Campbelltown.  Ian Dolstra 

on Ladies with Altitude 

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
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Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Tuesday 27th April 2021 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular 

monthly fair  at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Saturday 1st May 2021, 9-1 

 

Campbelltown Stamp Club meeting, 12 

May 2021, new venue, Senior Citizens 

Centre, 91 Queen St, Campbelltown.  New 

Zealand scarcities. 
 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 15-16 May 

2021, Sturt Primary School, White 

Avenue, Karingal, Wagga. 7 dealers. 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Tuesday 25th May 2021 
 

PHILAS Auction, 10 July 2021 at 

PHILAS House, Darlinghurst. 
 

Bendigo Stamp Fair 7th August 2021, St 

Andrews Uniting Church Hall, Myers St, 

Bendigo 
 

Toowoomba National One-Frame 

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021 
 

Philas Open Day, PHILAS House, 21 

October 2021 

 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 27-28 

November  2021, Sturt Primary School, 

White Avenue, Karingal, Wagga  

 

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition  

Date changed from 2-4 

October 2020 to Friday 21 

October to Sunday 23 October 

2021 Newcastle Showground 

Exhibition Centre, Broadmeadow 

 

OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK  
 

Colin Richardson advises that circuit book 

#91 is complete and #92 has started. Doing 

its rounds.  

The first coin circuit book has also been 

concluded.  Coin Book #2 had started its 

rounds. 

Colin can be contacted direct at 

Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com 

Ph: 63690634 

 

ITEMS FOR THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND 

CORRESPONDENCE TO 

THE CLUB  
Items for this newsletter could be posted to 

the Secretary at the Clubôs postal address: -

PO Box 9113 ORANGE 2800 

Better still you could e-mailed to: - 

ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone (020 63 614 87

 

 
 

Ron Wilson at his tables at our monthly mini-fair in the Orange Cultural Centre 6th March 2021 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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Come al ong to the /āðýöô #þøý ɷ 3ăðüÿ #ûĄñˑĂ 

Orange Coin & Stamp 
Expo 2021  

Saturday 10 th  & Sunday 
11th  April 2021  

9 to 4  Sat and 9 to 3  Sun 

Orange High School Hall, Woodward St, Orange  
 
Car park entrance is next to Duntryleague Golf Club.  For off street parking turn left opposite 

United Petrol Station in Woodward St. and just prior to traffic lights 

Displays of stamps, coins and banknotes  
 

Sydney & Canberra & local dealers will be in attendance and will offer a range 

of Australian 

& World stamps, covers, coins, banknotes and accessories 

 

Dealers are available to give valuations & appraisals  
 

Admission is $2; accompanied children free 
 

For further information phone Howard on 0427 107 554    
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ORANGE STAMPS AND COINS 
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 2800 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 
 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000  
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

Whether you want advice or canôt find what youôre looking for, contact us. We have a wide array of 

collectables in our store and our friendly team will be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 
2047, or send an email to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au  or shop on-line.  

 
Regular Opening Hours: 

Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm 

Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

 
 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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BLAST FROM THE PAST No 12 with ñSimpyò 
From Peter Simpfendorfer 

The following items were sourced from back copies of Stamp News and other 
publications: -  

 
The Collector May 1977: I was surprised to see this was an Australian publication, Volume1 No 4 and 
Jim Boyle was the Managing Editor.  It comprised 98 pages with a cover price of 75 cents. I am unsure for 
how long it was published. 
 
Articles included ñThe G.B. SILVER JUBILEE STAMPSò and ñA History of the Post Office in Tasmaniaò 
(chapter 3). 
 
The last 20 pages were devoted to coins and banknotes under the heading ñthe collector numismatic 
gazetteò.      
 
Although there were plenty of advertisements for both stamps and coins, there was no general classifieds 
section where collectors could place a small advertisement. Full page ads included MR Roberts, BJC 
Stamps, Max Stern & Co, Seven Seas Stamps, Rodney A Perry, Mailcoach Stamp & Coin Co, Robson 
Lowe International Ltd, Peter Titze Stamps & Accessories, Philatelic Wholesalers Pty Ltd, Len Jury Ltd, 
Dunedin Stamp Centre, Wynyard Coin Centre, PJ Downie, Liverpool Stamps, Keys Development and 
Trading Pty Ltd, Artenbag, Leslie Burgon Pty Ltd, Spink & Son (Australia) Pty Ltd and HR Harmer 
Australia Pty Ltd. I have never heard of half of these firms!       
  
Stamp News June 1981: A bumper 258 pages, cover price $1.25, guaranteed printing 18,000 copies.  
 
The Tamworth Philatelic Society won the Stamp News Most Active Philatelic Society of Australasia for 
1980 with the Macquarie Valley Philatelic Society of Dubbo the runner up. 
 
Feature articles included Melbourne Parcel Express Stamps of the 19th Century, The Pitcairn Military 
Force during World War II, Postmarks & Slogans and Victorian & Australian Tax Stamps. 
 
PJ Downie advertised a Postal Bids Sale detailed over 40 pages and containing over 5,200 lots. 
 
Boonah Stamp Supplies were offering a Sharp radio free with orders over $100 and a beautifully crafted 
jewel box free with every purchase of over $200.  
 
Letters to the Editor were spread over four pages with fourteen letters being printed covering subjects 
such as: excessive number of stamps being issued, shyster dealers concentrating on promoting 
manufactured gimmicks, postmark problems and code of ethics for dealers. 
 
With 1981 being the year of the Royal Wedding (Prince Charles & Diana Spencer), there were several 
advertisements promoting stamp issues commemorating the event.     
 
Australian Stamp Monthly July 1981: 220 pages, cover price $1.25 and again the Royal Wedding was 
strongly featured including Crown Agents omnibus and non-omnibus issues (seven pages). 
 
There were short articles on stamps from Cayman Islands, Cyprus, Trinidad and Tobago, The Faroes, 
Christmas Island, Malta, Norfolk Island, Guernsey, Philippines, New Zealand, Sri Lanka, South Africa, 
USA, Ireland, India and Vanuatu.     
 
Stamp News October 1981: A paragraph in Cinderella Corner provided details of the EFO Club in the 
USA, EFO being the acronym for ERRORS, FREAKS and ODDITIES. A google search revealed the club 
is still operating. 
 
China had several local post services over the years and one of the scarcest was created in 1889 for the 
private courier service which operated between Wei-Hai-Wei and Chefoo, a distance of 40 miles. The 
British had taken over Wei-Hai-Wei for the creation of a naval base. A two-page article appeared in this 
edition of Stamp News.  
 
Round Up column reported on four separate stamp thefts - $50,000 in Melbourne whilst the collector was 
at a funeral, $15,000 from a stamp shop at Tingalpa Qld., $2,500 in 13 albums from a home in Highton 
Vic. and 2 mint blocks of Australian pre-decimal navigators from a shop in Shepparton Vic. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN TEN POUND NOTE  
 

The first Australian ten-pound - £10 note was issued in 1913 along with 10 shillings, £1, 
and £5 notes. It is thought only 50 of the original two million £10 notes issued survive 
and very few have been traded recently. It is basic blue in colour with the coat of arms 
on the obverse. On the reverse are horses pulling wagons loaded with bagged wheat, 
with circular hay stacks of sheafed hay in the background at Narwonah, a few `milesô 
south of Narromine. There are variations in the length of this note. 
 
Most people during World War I would never use or see a banknote greater than £10. 
 
The words `Commonwealth of Australiaô appears on all Ã10 notes. 
 
Many pre-decimal notes show the number in the top half on the obverse, whereas 
commonly now, numbers are printed at the bottom or side on the obverse. 
 
The first issued £10 note was replaced in 1925 with a redesign in red and buff-yellow in 
colour - they were colloquially known as `Red Bricksô. 3.6 million of these notes were 
released between 1925 and 1934. The design used for the 10 shillings, £1, and £5 
notes on the obverse is very similar, with the coat of arms on the left and a portrait of 
King George V (1865ï1936) on the right. He was the first monarch appearing on an 
Australian banknote. He opened the first Parliament of Australia on 9 May, 1901 in 
Melbourne, as the Duke of York. George V succeeded his father, Edward VII, to the 
British throne in 1910. The Narwonah scene continues on the reverse. The `Bearerô of 
these notes were `Promised by the Treasurer of Australia to be paid the value - £10 in 
gold coinô. 
 
The 1934 ï 1940 issues are completely different in design to earlier issues, showing 
King George V with a watermark of Edward, Prince of Wales (later Edward VIII). The 
basic red colour continues and the notes are significantly smaller in size than earlier 
issues. Australia left the gold standard in the early 1930s so notes no longer carried the 
Government promise to pay the bearer in gold. The notes specified `This note is legal 
tender for Ten Pounds in the Commonwealth and in all territories under the control of 
the Commonwealthô. On the reverse is a scene depicting `agricultureô, with heavy 
horses, five figures and a dog. 
 
The 1940 ï 1954 issues are very similar in design and colour to the 1934 ï 1940 issues 
with the portrait of King George V replaced with a portrait of King George VI and a 
watermark of Capitan James Cook. 

 

The 1954 ï 1966 issues show Governor Arthur Phillip (1738-1814) on the obverse. 
He was born and educated in London, joining the merchant navy aged 13. He later 
joined the Royal Navy and attained the rank of lieutenant aged 24. During the ages 
of 25 to 40 he farmed in Hampshire, the county including Southampton. 

In 1786, aged 48, the British Secretary of State, Lord Sydney appointed him as 
captain of H.M.S Sirius, Capitan-General of the First Fleet of 11 ships with 160 
marines and 732 surviving convicts and Governor-in-Chief of New South Wales to 
arrive at Botany Bay and then Port Jackson. His naval training contributed to the 
success of the First Fleetôs voyage to Australia, and the colonyôs attempt to become 
self-sufficient. 
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Botany Bay was recommended as the colonyôs site, but Phillip sailed further north to 
Port Jackson, the traditional Aboriginal lands of the Eora people. On 26 January 
1788, he named the colony Sydney Town. Despite poor quality food, a smallpox 
outbreak, infertile land and a lack of experienced farm workers, the colony cleared 
1,700 acres for cultivation. Sydney remained an unplanned huddle of wooden huts. 

The following year, Phillip sent samples of Sydney Coveôs clay to Sir Joseph Banks, 
who requested Josiah Wedgwood to model a medallion to commemorate the 
colonyôs foundation. Although the colony was intended as an outpost for convicts, 
Phillip was farsighted, envisaging the possibility Sydney would become a free 
society. Owing to ill health, he left the colony in December 1792, but maintained an 
active interest in its administration confident the new colony would succeed. His 
health improved and he returned to the navy and rose to the rank of Admiral, before 
retiring in Bath U.K. 

 
 
The watermark depicts Captain James Cook. 
 
On the reverse the engraving symbolises secondary industries and science in the 
centre. On the right is a picture of a female figure (the model is Mrs Karina Nartiss) 
clasping a pair of dividers in the right hand and a sheet of paper in the other hand. 

 

 
 

Richard Gammie  
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What Date is on that  coin, Daddy?  
Dates and dating eras on coins throughout the ages, 

Col Davidson 
Recently I was trying to date an old Syrian coin and began thinking of the many dating 

systems on coins over the years and the different methods that many countries used. Below 

are some examples of this with coins from my collection. 

The bronze tetrachalkon coins of Syrian Antioch are a good example. Their diameter is 

usually from about 20mm to 28mm and their obverse shows the head of Zeus with the 

reverse having the statue of Zeus enthroned. As we all know, Greece did not have numerals 

at that early time and used normal alpha characters instead. Alpha, Beta, Gamma was 1, 2, 

3 ï Iota, Kappa, Lambda was 10, 20, 30 and so on. 

The first coin I show is from the Seleucian era, year 1 of 

which dates from the Battle of Babylon in 312/11 BC. At the 

bottom of the coin, in the exergue, we see the date  ũȿɆ or 

233 Sel. Which is 80/79 BC. 

 

 

 

 

 

The second coin was minted some 32 years later and has a 

date of only ȽŪ or 19 Pom. This is the last coin dated to the 

Pompeian era which counted the years from the region's 

conquest by the Roman general Pompey in 63 BCE. Even 

though the numerical date is less it equates to 48/47 BC. 

 

 

 

Of course, we had to have another battle ï This time at 

Pharsalus between Pompey and Caesar. Caesar won the 

battle so the dating was changed to Caesarean which 

began in 48 BC and this coin is dated ũ or 3 which 

equates to about 47/46 BC. So the earlier coin is dated 

ñ19ò and three years later coins are dated ñ3ò. 

 

 

 

 

And then, guess what. There was another battle when the 

Parthians invaded and took control of Antioch in 40 BC. 

They, of course, used the Seleucid dating system and so 

this coin (a one year only coin) is dated ȸɃɆ or 272 Sel. 

which equates to 41/40 BC. 
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The Romans couldnôt let it rest at that so, in 39 BC, Mark Antonyôs forces defeated the 

Parthians, took back Antioch, and set the calendar 

back to the Caesarean system. This coin is dated ŪȽ or 

19 which equates to 31/30 BC (if your memory is 

good, you might remember that the second coin 

mentioned in this article was also dated 19 but it was a 

Pompeian date and this is Caesarean). 

 

 

 

 

 

These people loved their wars. In 31 BC Octavian 

defeated Mark Antony at the battle of Actium. He 

was so pleased with this battle that he changed the 

calendar once again. The last coin illustrated in this 

series has a different reverse to the others and is 

dated Ⱥȿ or 35 in the Actian calendar, which equates 

to 4/5 AD. 

So we see, that in Antioch alone, we find six changes 

of eras in the short space of time of thirty-two years. 

 

 

You might think that is unusual and ask why didnôt they pick a nice simple system like 

ours which is based on the time since the Birth of Christ (BC/AD). Simple, yes - BUT, the 

experts advise that Christ was probably born in 5 or 6 BC so our system is not that perfect.  

There are many eras of dating that have been or are being used throughout the world. 

Below I will mention just a very few of them. 

 

 

 

In 1792 France abolished the monarchy by the simple 

expedient of cutting off the head of the king. They then 

instituted a new calendar with 1792 being year one of the 

Republic. The coin shown here is a 5 centime piece dated 

year 8 which equates to our year 1800.  

 

 

 

In 1922 Mussolini was elected to the position of Prime 

Minister of Italy and the reign of Fascism had begun. An 

extra date, in Roman numerals, was shown on the coins 

and ñera Fascistaò had begun. This coin is an Italian 10 

centesimi of 1940 with the second date of XVIII, being 

the 18th year of the Fascist calendar.  
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The ancient Chinese didnôt place a date on their coins 

but they did show the name of a reign or descriptive 

title which can be dated from historic records. The 

characters on this coin translate to ñCoinage of 

greater reverenceò which puts it in the reign of 

Emperor Hui Tsung and dates it to 1102 to 1107 AD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The coins of Israel follow the Jewish calendar which starts with the calculated 

Biblical creation of the earth date of 3760 BC. The Israeli coin shown here is a one Lira coin 

which is dated, in Jewish characters, 5727 (5727 years since creation). This equates to our 

date of 1967.  

 

 

 

Here is a coin of Morocco. It is a 10 Mazuna (where 

do they find these names?) made of bronze and 

plainly showing the date 1340. However, in this 

example, it is not a Western dating but an ñAnno 

Hegiraeò date, year 1 of which was 622 AD when 

Mohammad emigrated from Mecca to Medina. The 

year shown equates to 1921 (or 1922).  

 

 

 

This coin, at first, is a puzzle. It has THREE 

dates showing. One of these is shown on the 

obverse and is the date AH1335 in Arabic 

letters. On the reverse, we have the western date 

1920 and the AH date of 1338, again in Arabic 

letters. The puzzle is solved when you realise 

that AH1338 equates to AD1920 and the 

AH1335 equates to 1917 which is the accession 

date of the reigning Sultan, Fuad I.  

 

There are many more instances of coins being dated according to important religious dates, 

specific political dates, the dates of accession of various rulers, etc. However, there can be 
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other problems with dates on, and the dating of, coins. Following are just three examples of 

some of the many problems that may arise. 

 

 

 

 

Try finding the date on this coin. It is a fifty  centimes 

from Morrocco and was minted in 1921 HOWEVER it 

does not have a date. Apparently, the mint didnôt think 

dating the coin to be important ï or perhaps they just 

forgot it . 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Spanish coins show two dates on the coin. 

The larger and easily seen date is the series date or 

the year in which that particular design was first 

used. The second date is the mintage date or true 

date and is found in the tiny six-pointed stars 

incorporated in the design. The coin shown here is 

a Spanish 2.5 peseta with the series date of 1953 

shown under Francoôs head and the mintage date 

of 1954 inside the tiny stars.  

 

 

 

 

Here is another Morroccan mystery. This coin is a 

one Franc piece with both AD and AH dates. It 

shows the Western date of 1951 and the Islamic 

date of 1370. But here lies the problem: These same 

dates were struck on this type coin for more than 20 

years without change of date until 1974. So this 

coinôs true date could be anywhere between 1951 

and 1973.   

  
The search, the learning and the knowledge gained are just some of the enjoyments 

of being a Numismatist. 
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Western and Southern Provincial Airlines Ltd. 
A typical 1930ôs Airline story 

By Ed. Wolf  
Western and Southern Provincial Airlines Ltd. (WASP) was registered as a company in 

Sydney on September 27, 1934 with a nominal capital of £20,000 in £1 shares. The 

directors of the company being Jack C. Lyons, Clive E. Muir, Ernest A. Crome and 

Thomas E. Perry. The managing director was Wilfred Kingsford Smith the elder brother 

of Charles Kingsford Smith. Thomas Perry was the enthusiastic Club President of the 

Narromine Aero Club and a staunch advocate for a mail service between that town and 

Sydney. Aerophilatelists Ernest Cromeôs contribution to the airline, was the production 

of a label that could be applied to any mail carried. 

 

 
 

At the start, the principal, and only, pilot was Harry Purvis who described his job in his 

memoirs as ñI worked an eighty to ninety-hour week doing six daily return flights, 

maintenance on the aircraft [He was a licensed aircraft engineer as well as a pilot. Ed] in the 

hangar at night and passenger flights at Mascot on Sundays if we hadnôt had enough 

passengers on the route to pay my princely Ã8 a week salary.ò 

 

The object was to establish an air service for Sydney-Orange-Dubbo-Narromine (the 

ñwesternò portion when viewed from Sydney) and Sydney-Goulburn-Young (the ñsouthernò 

portion when viewed from the Sydney aspect)  hence the name and ñother placesò. 

 

WASP applied to the PMG for a contract to carry overseas mail from Narromine to Sydney, 

but the savings of some 18 hours was considered insufficient by the department. When the 

contract was let shortly thereafter, the overseas mail travelled by Butler Air Transport Ltd. 

from Charleville to Cootamundra via Bourke and Narromine having been delivered to 

Charleville by Qantas. From Cootamundra mail was delivered by train to Sydney and 

Melbourne. 

 

The initial WASP owned aircraft was a 3 passenger General Aircraft Monospar ST-10 VH-

UST fitted with two Niagara Popjoy 90 hp engines. Christened Narromine WASP. Only two 
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aircraft of this version were built. Later models ST12 etc. being fitted with the more powerful 

Gipsy Major engines. The aircraft was first registered in Australia on February 28, 1935 to R. 

Bryce and co. 

 

 
 

Geoff Goodall Collection photo of Monospar at Essendon immediately after assembly. 

 

 

The first flight of the new airline was on March 25, 1935 from Narromine to Sydney. Mail 

carried unofficially as souvenirs (500 items) was cancelled on arrival. It is interesting to note 

that the addressee, Tresco Rowe was the company secretary.  

 

 
 

The Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate of Tuesday the 26th of March 1935 reported  

ñAt 10 sharp the beautiful plane rose like a bird with its human freight. The passengers were Mr. 

G. H. R. Barlow (manager of the Western Stores & Edgleys Ltd., Narromine branch), 

Mr. J. Lovegrove (grazier), Mr. R. C. Tancred (flying to a conference) and Mr. John Thoms, a 

gallant veteran of 88, who was establishing a record. He had crossed the Blue Mountains on 
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foot, by horse, in bullock or horse wagons, by train, by car, and was now doing it by airplane. He 

was as happy as Larry and revelled in the experience ñ 

 

 
 

 

On the return flight from Sydney , three days later, for the addressee of the mail , H. Bowden 

Fletcher, as the secretary of the Narromine Aero Club, the paper reported ò the service was the 

consummation of one of his life ideals. Undoubtedly he worked for it and he richly deserved the 

congratulations that came his way.ò The mail was cancelled on arrival. 

 

The Narromine Mail and Trangie Advocate of Friday April 5, 1935 reported as news a 

proposed extension to Nyngan. òLast week 11 passengers were carried by the Narromine 

WASP. The plane will leave Nyngan for Sydney on Good Friday and will return from Nyngan 

to Sydney on Easter Saturday.ò   

 

An unofficial mail was carried on these flights (89 items only in each direction) to Nyngan on 

April 20, 1935. 
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To Sydney on April 21, 1935. Because of the Easter holidays, the Sydney mail was cancelled on 

Tuesday April 24. There was no cancel on departure, the arrival at destination being recorded by 

the postal marking 

 
 

The Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate of April 25, 1935, informed readers that the 

Narromine Wasp would be visiting Dubbo next Sunday to allow ñshareholders and others the 

opportunity to view the aircraft and have flights. Care will be taken not to fly over churches in 

the morning during hours of Divine worship. Long special flights of about 16 miles will be 

made.ò 

 

In the same paper on May 2 1935 we read ñMr. Don Hawke had the privilege of being the first 

passenger to fly from Dubbo to Sydney in the new W.A.S.P. service. Five passengers were ready 

waiting, but three seats had been booked further West, one being a young lady who was being 

rushed to Sydney to see a specialist for an injured eye. Don was offered three guineas advance 

for his seat, but he stayed put and waved a cheery adieu as the Wasp took the air.ò 

In late May 1935, the Civil Aviation Branch grounded WASPôs one and only aircraft when 

the gudgeon pins were found to be suffering from fatigue despite the aircraft and engines 

being relatively new. By May 27, 1935 the idea of an 8 seat GAL Monospar was floated as a 

replacement aircraft to maintain service to the public. Fitted with better Gipsy Major engines 

proposed stops at Bathurst and Dubbo were mentioned but there is no record of this 

happening as the airfields had not yet been prepared, though Perry had purchased land for 

one at Dubbo on his own account. For two months WASP was without an aircraft. 

 

In this intervening period, Harry Purvis, the principal pilot, decided to set out on his own. He 

saw an advertisement in Flight magazine for a Fokker Universal Wright J5 engine, with a 

spare engine and propeller. He negotiated through London agents with the owner and was 

successful in finally landing it in Sydney for assembly at Mascot. VH-UTO was issued its 

Registration Certificate on June 9, 1935 and Harry handed in his resignation to his boss 

Wilfred Kingsford Smith to join Cliff Carpenterôs Flying Circus with his newly named 

Austral Star. The same aircraft was later purchased by Reginald Ansett and was the start of 

his airline, but that is another story. 

 

The actual replacement for the Monospar was a larger (six passenger) aircraft Australian 

designed and built originally known as the L.J.W-6 Codock registered as VH-URP. The 

designation related to the initials of the designer Lawrence James Wackett, it was the 6th 

aircraft designed by him. It was built at Cockatoo Island Dockyard for Kingsford Smithôs 

proposed New Zealand Airmail scheme.  
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First registered to Smith on June 6, 1934, and leased to Northern Airlines Ltd. In the same 

month when the New Zealand scheme failed to eventuate, the Codock commenced a Sydney 

-Newcastle service on June 11, 1934. The daily service lacked custom, so the aircraft flown 

by Tommy White was employed on weekends as a shark spotter on the beaches between 

Sydney and Newcastle as a sideline from November 25, 1934. The daily Newcastle service 

ceased in December 1934. By May 1935 Northern Airliners was wound up and the Codock 

was sold to WASP on June 29, 1935. The Civil Aviation Branch recorded the change of 

ownership on July 29 1935. 

 

The previous day the first commercial flight by WASP in the Codock, was to Coonamble on 

July 28, 1935 (no philatelic mail is known).  

 

Twice weekly flights commenced to Leeton on August 20, 1935 through Young, 

Cootamundra and Griffith to be followed by daily flights. The regular pilot for this service 

was 26 years old Edwin John (Jack) Small who had previously been a bank clerk but was an 

experienced ñearly birdò pilot. 

 

On a scheduled flight to Narromine on Thursday September 26, 1935, Jack Small turned back 

from the Blue Mountains to Sydney due to poor weather. On his return a telegram received 

by the company requested a mercy flight to Leeton to pick up a seriously ill child for transfer 

to hospital in Sydney. Despite the bad weather Small made the trip, picked up the parents and 

child and returned to Mascot after dark. 

 
Sunday, three days later, on a trip to Young while parked at the aerodrome, a horse ate the fabric of the tailplane of 

the Codock. This forced Jack Small to postpone the flight to attend the Air pageant at Narromine that day.  The Air 

Pageant over the same weekend was a great success from every other point of view. The local paper reported ñThe 
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gate takings for the two days totalled £350, and £49 was taken at the dance on Saturday night. Other revenue for the 

Aero Club totalled Ã69. The Boy Scouts took over Ã100. All business people report record takings.ò 

 

 

The production version of the Codock was built by Tugan Aircraft Ltd and became known as 

a Gannet. The name was a suggestion of Kingsford Smith combining the names of one of the 

owners of Tugan, Frank Gannon with the designer Lawrence Wackett.  The major 

improvement in the design was the change of engines to Gipsy Moth sixes instead of Napier 

Javelins and the use of aircraft quality steel tubing for increased strength and less weight 

 

The first aircraft of this type received the Civil Aviation Branch registration VH-UUZ and 

was recorded by the Civil Aviation Branch as ñLJW-7ñon October 10, 1935 becoming part of 

the WASP fleet after a test flight on October 12, 1935 by Jack Chapman. 

 

 
 

 

 

On November 6, 1935 an extension to Broken Hill was announced but did not go into 

operation when on the next day it was reported in the press that Charles Kingsford Smith and 

Tommy Pethybridge were missing on a flight between Bangkok and Singapore. Wilfred 

Kingsford Smith, the elder brother and managing director of WASP, made his new untested 

Gannet aircraft available for charter to the Commonwealth Government in the search for his 

sibling. Harry Purvis, who had test flown the Codock, an aircraft similar to the Gannet, came 

to help Bill Taylor as his co-pilot with John Stannage as radio operator.  

 

Whilst they left Mascot for Burma on November15, 1935 the crew had issues with the new 

machine with leaking fuel lines and faced into a howling westerly wind which meant they 

only reached Narromine that night. The next day at Cloncurry Bill Taylor flew the Gannet 

alone for an hour and was unhappy with its performance. He became highly strung and was 

grounded by the Cloncurry doctor. The search flight was then abandoned, and the aircraft 

returned to Mascot by Harry Purvis. On the way he lost all lateral control when a control wire 
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slipped off a quadrant but was able to land and rectify the problem without any damage to the 

machine.  

 

The Codock was still being used and is recorded on November 20, 1935 with a forced 

landing at Murrawi, N.S.W. and at Leeton presumably flown by Jack Small. Although there 

was clearly a need for a second pilot to fly the additional aircraft now in the fleet. 

 

By December 10, 1935 using the Gannet VH-UUZ flown by Jack Small, the extension of the 

service to Broken Hill was recommenced.  A dust storm was encountered at Wilcannia 

causing a forced landing 30 miles south of Pooncarie on a remote part of Calega station. The 

off loaded passengers were taken to Trelga Station and travelled to Broken Hill by road. Next 

morning Small having obtained some fuel, took off but failed to reach Broken Hill as he ran 

out of fuel and was forced to land again. Broken Hill was finally reached on December 13 

after petrol was delivered by truck from Broken Hill. Wilfred Kingsford Smith and a 

newspaper reporter who were aboard this flight would not have been impressed.  

 

Unofficial mail was carried on this survey flight through the intermediate stops. It consisted 

of batches of 16 covers, probably all created by Ernie Crome, posted at Broken Hill (Dec 13). 

The return flight leaving on January 13, 1936 was uneventful, with stops at Wilcannia, 

Nyngan and Narromine. Pilot Jack Small signed covers cancelled at Wilcannia (Dec 14), 

Nevertire (Dec 17) and Sydney exist, as the only items signed by him.  

 

The Sydney-Coonamble service of January 9, 1936 was flown in the Codock by E.R (Rex) 

Nicholl. Rex, a recently hired Manly born pilot who together with Raymond Whitehead had 

flown a DH-80A Puss Moth from Gerringong NSW to New Zealandôs Doubtless Bay on 

November 22, 1934. Due to an additional fuel tank fitted to that aircraft there was barely 

room for two seats so the men sat on each otherôs lap during the flight. Now Rex departed to 

pick up six passengers at Coonamble but returned twice to Mascot due to low clouds over the 

Blue Mountains. 

 

Pilot Jack Small flew the Sydney-Coonamble service on January 14, 1936 in the Gannet and 

using the same aircraft on January 22, 1936 flew a scheduled service from Broken Hill to 

Sydney with an additional stop at Haddon Rig station at Warren. 

 

On January 24, 1936 Jack Small flew the first service from Sydney to Adelaide through 

Broken Hill in the Gannet, when the regular Adelaide Airways aircraft, that normally 

performed the Broken Hill to Adelaide leg, was unavailable. 

 

On the flight from Broken Hill to Sydney on January 29, 1936 the Gannet was diverted to 

Newcastle after strong winds had carried it out to sea north of Sydney. 

 

A service without any mishap was flown by the Gannet from Sydney to Broken Hill on 

February 14, 1936 the aircraft returning to Sydney the next day. 

 

The Young-Sydney service by Codock of February 19, 1936 was delayed at Young due to 

problems with its Napier Javelin engines. These engines proved so troublesome, that orders 

for two additional Codocks were cancelled before production had got under way at Cockatoo 

Docks. Hence there was only ever one aircraft called Codock,  

 

 Early on February 19, 1936 Jack Small returned to Mascot from a flight to Broken Hill 

arriving at 1pm. The Gannet VH-UUZ, still flown by Jack Smith, was then sent at 5pm to 

Young to collect passengers stranded by the Codock VH-URP. Flying in low cloud and rain at 

night, the Gannet crashed 2 miles west of the Cordeaux dam 40 miles south of Sydney at 
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7.45pm.  Small and four passengers were killed in the resulting fire. It was later found by the 

accident investigation, that Jack Small had flown 13 consecutive days. This did not breach 

any current regulations. 

The third Gannet built by Tugan Aircraft Ltd VH-UVU named Western Wasp was test flown 

by Harry Purvis on March 5, 1936. (The second Gannet and later others were built for the 

RAAF.) This aircraft fitted with Gipsy V1 engine and wooden propellers had some other 

modifications to the design including a lengthened fuselage, cabin doors and an additional 

passenger seat making 7 seats plus pilot. It was sold to Thomas E. Perry, of Narromine 

Station, Narromine, to be operated by WASP on March 23, 1936.  

   

 
 

Western Wasp at Wilcannia airport with WASP directors in 1936 

 

On a charter flight from Sydney to Goodooga pilot P.G. Graham flying Codock VH-URP on 

March 22, 1936, had minor damage on landing on a muddy airstrip. A repair was effected and 

the aircraft returned to Sydney. Graham an ex RAAF Flight Lieutenant had only joined 

WASP on March 3, 1936 so was really the ñnew boyò.   

 

On March 27, 1936 the first official mail  Narromine-Nyngan-Wilcannia-Bourke-Broken 

Hill was carried by pilot P.G. Graham connecting with Adelaide Airways at Broken Hill. The 

aircraft used for this flight was the Gannet VH-UVU. 
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573 items were recorded flown from Sydney to Broken Hill back-stamped on 2P 27 MR36 

 
Carried from Broken Hill by Adelaide Airways to Adelaide arrived 7P 27MR36 

 

 
Back-stamped Nyngan 31MR36 without a time slug indication. 
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The return journey also had no specific problems stopping at all the intermediate drop offs. 

 

 
 

Carried to Sydney as indicated by back-stamp 2 P 28MR36 

 
 

Carried to Dubbo with untimed back-stamp 28 MR 36. 

 

 
 

Carried to Dubbo with untimed back-stamp 28 MR 36 
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A pilot signed version from Wilcannia to Sydney back-stamped Sydney 28 Mar 1936 

 

The potential threat of the connection with Adelaide Airways was recognised by Holymans 

Airways who offered to buy WASP on the same day, but the offer was declined. 

 

On the return to Mascot from a flight to Dubbo, on April 1, 1936, carrying 5 passengers, the 

Gannetôs propeller windmilled with the port engine shut down.  A little over two weeks later, 

on April 17, 1936, VH-UVU returned to Mascot from an intended flight to Dubbo due to 

power loss on its starboard engine. 

 

The service to Broken Hill was extended to Coonamble on May 28, 1936, there being an 

additional stop after Dubbo to incorporate Coonamble. Mail from Coonamble is cancelled 

with the circular date stamp used by the Telegraph Office rather than a standard canceller. 

 

 
 

Another pilot Graham signed cover back-stamped with the telegraph canceler 
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 Cover example of the return flight from Coonamble 

 

At Wilcannia on June 6, 1936 VH-UVU tipped on its nose when it hit a soft patch at the end 

of its landing run of a scheduled service. There were no passengers on board when Pilot P.G. 

Graham had this accident. 

 

On July 18, 1936 there was a further mishap when one engine failed en-route to Nyngan from 

Narromine on VH-UVU. The pilot on this occasion was Cyril Brett and he had 5 passengers 

on board. He managed to land without causing any damage to the plane.   

 

An attempt to raise further capital was approved by the shareholders in early July but on July 

20, 1936 the Sydney-Broken Hill and Sydney-Coonamble services were suspended.  

 

 
Sydney Morning Herald July 18, 1936 
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The company was liquidated on August 14, 1936 with the fleet consisting of Monospar VH-

UST, Codock VH-URP and Gannet VH-UVU reverting to the mortgagor T.E. Perry the man 

who had such big hopes for aviation through Narromine. 

 

The company had been in existence less than two years. 

 

Ed Wolf 

November 2020 
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A previous article: - WASP Airlines: Connecting the Central West of NSW 1935-1936 

appeared in our 29 September 2020 Newsletter.    Ed. Wolfôs article has been printed with 

permission It amplifies the interesting story of this western New South Wales airline 

 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

 
 

Our Clubôs monthly fair had itsô origins in about 2005 when it was decided to hold it outside 

of a vacant shop in the now defunct Quinnôs Arcade.  This image, above, was taken on 4th 

February 2011 and shows the late Wendy Stoker, Norm Binns, Tony Read and Howard Lyons 

with a single customer, Ray Norman 
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COINS OF THE KUSHAN EMPIRE 
 

Based on Tony Readõs talk to our 23rd February 2021 meeting 
 
The Kushan Empire was formed by the Yuezhi people, in the Bactrian territories in the early 

1st century. This group of nomadic peoples had been pushed out of China in about 150 B.C. 

They spread out, moving southwards.  The Yuezhi reached the Hellenic kingdom of Greco-

Bactria (in modern-day northern Afghanistan and Uzbekistan) in around 135 BC.  Greco-

Bactria had been originally under the control of Alexander the Great. .The displaced Greek 

dynasties resettled to the southeast in areas of the Hindu Kush and the Indus basin (in 

present-day Afghanistan and Pakistan), occupying the western part of the Indo-Greek 

Kingdom. 
 

The Kushans possibly used the Greek language initially for administrative purposes, but soon 

began to use the Bactrian language.  The Greek territories in Iraq ended up as the Selucid 

Empire. At the time of the break-up of the eastern portion of the Greek Asian Empire the 

Bactrians split off and pushed on in to India to form the Indo-Greek Empire.  This Bactrian 

Empire was in turn invaded by the Yuezhis, who formed the Kushan Empire. 
 

 
Kushan Empire is shown in yellow 

 

Tony Read showed an image of a silver tetradrachm of Antimachus, the Greek king in Bactria 

C185-170BC.  This coin is in the British Museum and was from the collection of Major 

Cunningham.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yuezhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bactria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greco-Bactria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greco-Bactria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu_Kush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indus_river
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Greeks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Greeks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bactrian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yuezhi
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Bactrian Silver tetradrachm of Antimachus. Obverse shows king wearing a Macedonian 

hat and royal diadem. Revers dhows the Greek God Poseidon. 
 

An early Kushan ruler in 1st century CE, was Kujula Kadphises.  He sent an army to the Tarim 

Basin to support the city-state of Kucha, which had been resisting the Chinese invasion of the 

region, but they retreated after minor encounter. He is considered the founder of the Kushan 

dynasty. 
 

 
Coin of Kujula Kadphises. Circa AD 30/50-80.   Bronze 
Obv Laureate Julio-Claudian style head right. Greek legend Greek legend around: ǉǎǅǎǊǀ 

ǉǀǃǀǔǄΎ XOPANOV ZAOOV. 
Rev Kujula Kadphises seated right, raising hand; tripartite symbol to left. Legend Khushanasa Yauasa 
Kuyula Kaphasa Sacha Dhramatidasa. 
 

These earliest Kushan Empire coins were imitations of Greek coins. They were minted in Bactria 

and in Kabul during the 1st Century B.C.  Then name óKushanô began to appear in these imitation 

issues of Hermaeus.  

On the accession Vima Kadphises (AD 75-100), described by the Chinese as the conqueror of 

India, the Kushan coinage began to get a character of its own.  From then till the end of the 

Kushan Empire coinage is distinguished by the introduction of gold coins. The gold seems to 

have been obtained by trading with the Roman Empire.   This was in addition to existing copper 

and silver coins. There were no silver coins and only a few copper ones. There is an image of the 

Kushan king on the obverse and a deity on the reverse.  Vimaôs coinage depicted himself as the 

god Wesho (a Zaroastrian deity).   

The Kushan Empire included a number of religious groups including Zoroastrians and Buddhists.  

 

 
Wima Kadthises gold dinar of AD 120-127.   The king is shown in a half-length bust 

floating on clouds and holding a mace and sceptre.  The reverse shows Siva holding a 

trident with an axe.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kujula_Kadphises
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarim_Basin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarim_Basin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kucha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julio-Claudian
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During Wimaôs reign the inscriptions were on Greek and in Karoshthi.  In the next reign of 

Kanishka I, the Greek was dropped in favour of Bactrian script.  He ruled when the Kushan 

Empire was at its peak.  Kanishkaôs coins have been found from Uzbekhistan to Chinese 

Turkestan to Uttar Pradesh in the south. 

 

 
Gold dinar of King Kanishaka I (127-150 AD).  Kanishka is shown on the obverse and the 

Buddha on the reverse 

 

Kanishka I (127 ï 150 AD) succeeded Wima.   Kanishkaôs coins used a legend to identify the 

divine image on the reverse.   The coinage of Kanishkaôs successor Huvishka follows the same 

pattern as that of Kanishka.  
 

 
Gold dinar of Huvishka    The reverse of this coins shows a Buddhist deity. Other gold 

coins from this reign show Zaroastrian and Indian deities.  There were a large number of 

designs on the reverse.  
 

Kanishka sent his armies north of the Karakoram Mountains. A direct road from Gandhara to 

China remained under Kushan control for more than a century, encouraging travel across 

the Karakoram and facilitating the spread of Mahayana Buddhism to China. The Kushan 

dynasty had diplomatic contacts with the Roman Empire, Sasanian Persia, the Aksumite 

Empire and the Han dynasty of China. The Kushan Empire was at the centre of trade 

relations between the Roman Empire and China: for a time, the Kushan Empire was the 

centre-point of the major civilizations.   

 
 

A bronze coin of Kanishka found in Khotam, Tarim Basin 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karakoram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gandhara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karakoram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk_Road_transmission_of_Buddhism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasanian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aksumite_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aksumite_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Han_dynasty
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The Qila Mubarak fort at Bathinda, built by Kanishka 
 

 

Huvishkaôs rule (150 to 180 AD, following Kanishka), was a period of consolidation for the 

Empire. His territory encompassed Balkh in Bactria to Mathura in India, locations where it is 

known that he minted his coinage. Gold coins and amulets in his effigy were found as far 

as Pataliputra and Bodh Gaya, including one such amulets as an offering under 

the Enlightenment Throne of the Buddha in Bodh Gaya, suggesting with other finds of 

Kushan coins in the area that Kushan rule may have extended this far east. His reign seems to 

have been essentially peaceful, consolidating Kushan power in northern India, and moving 

the centre of the Kushan Empire to the southern capital city of Mathura. Huvishka was 

himself a Buddhist.  

 

Vasudeva I (191-225 AD) ruled as the last of the ñGreat Kushans.ò Named inscriptions dating 

from year 64 to 98 of Kanishkaôs era suggest his reign extended from at least 191 to 225 C.E. 

The last great Kushan emperor, the end of his rule coincides with the invasion of the 

Sassanids from the west, as far as north-western India, and the establishment of the Kushno-

Sassanian Kingdom from around 240 A.D.   In the 4th century, the Guptas, an Indian dynasty, 

also pressed from the east. The last of the Kushan and Kushano-Sasanian kingdoms were 

eventually overwhelmed by invaders from the north 

Tony Readôs display, in a small coin case, featured a number of gold and bronze Kushan 

coins.  

He added that not much was known about Kushanôs coinage until the disastrous British 

military expedition into northern Afghanistan in 1850.  A number of British Army officers 

had dug up burial grounds to reveal Buddhist stupas and coins.   

 

The main Kushan coins issued were gold dinars, weighing 7.9 grams. There were a few base 

metal issues of various weights between 12 g and 1.5 g. Little silver coinage was issued, but 

in later periods the gold used was debased with silver. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balkh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bactria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathura
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pataliputra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodh_Gaya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vajrasana,_Bodh_Gaya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gupta_Empire
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SEARCHING FOR DONALDSON  
 
Your editor has in his collection an impression of the barred numeral ñ284ò obliterator of 
Donaldson and a piece showing the ñREGISTERED / DONALDSONò registered, 2-line 
hand-stamp. Donaldson is somewhere in northwest Queensland. 
 

 
 
He couldnôt find exactly where Donaldson is, or was. 
 

The very useful website: - Queensland Catalogue of Numeral Cancellations on Postage 
Stamps also shows a number of images of Donaldsonôs postmarks: -  
 

 
 
Donaldson Side face Barred Numeral Type 2 a (6 mm) rated 2R. The Type 3c 
Donaldson date-stamp is dated 19 July 1904. Seen at Premier Postal auction no 111 lot 
#1507 
 
 

https://www.premierpostal.com/cgi-bin/wsProd.sh/ViewLotsFilteredWrapper.p?filter=qld%7cqldd%7cqldn%7cqldr%7cqldrlf&stockauction=111
https://www.premierpostal.com/cgi-bin/wsProd.sh/ViewLotsFilteredWrapper.p?filter=qld%7cqldd%7cqldn%7cqldr%7cqldrlf&stockauction=111
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Donaldson Side face Barred Numeral Type 2 a (6 mm) rated 2R. Also shown is an 
impression of the Type 3c date-stamp for 6 October 1896 ï the earliest recorded use, 
rated 3R. Seen on EBay 
 

 
 
Donaldson Side face Barred Numeral Type 2 a (6 mm) rated 2R. Dated 2 August 
1904. Seen at Premier Postal auction no 117 lot #1253 
 

The barred numeral ñ284ò was previously used at Gregory from 2 May 1878 to 1894. 
This Gregory (there are two in Queensland) was near Maytown on the Palmer River. 
 

DONALDSON POST OFFICE 
Joan Frewôs useful, but long-out-of-print book ñQueensland Post Offices 1842-1980ò 
records the following about the Donaldson Post Office: -  

ñNear Dismal Ck. 55 miles from Cloncurry and 15 miles north of Granada.  
The T.O. [Telegraph Office] opened 2 September 2, 1889 and the receiving 
office opened there in 1893 It was elevated to an official post office 1895 and 
was transferred to the Commonwealth March 1, 1901.  The post office closed 
January 5, 1911 (Granada opened)ô 
R.O.K    1893   Alfred Petty , Op. 

https://www.premierpostal.com/cgi-bin/wsProd.sh/ViewLotsFilteredWrapper.p?filter=qld%7cqldd%7cqldn%7cqldr%7cqldrlf&stockauction=117
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P.M.   1895   Officialò 
 

THE TELEGRAPH LINE BETWEEN CLONCURRY AND 
BURKETOWN AND NORMANTON 
Donaldson opened as a Telegraph Office (and a repeater station) on the new 
280km-long telegraph line that run from Burketown on the Gulf of Carpentaria 
southwards to the new and emerging copper-mining town of Cloncurry.   
 

In 1867 Ernest Henry, often referred to as "the father of Cloncurry", discovered 
copper in the area, not far from the present town of Cloncurry, although the boom 
era for copper mining was not reached until the early twentieth century. The 
township of Cloncurry was established in the early 1870s to serve a remote and 
isolated area in the inland of far northwest of Queensland. It was officially 
designated a Country Post Office in 1871 and in June that year the first postmaster 
was appointed, operating from temporary accommodation.  The first purpose-
designed Cloncurry Post Office was a small timber building comprising an office and 
post master's quarters, erected in 1883. In that year Cloncurry Post Office was made 
a Money Order Office and an official electric telegraph station at the end of the line 
from Cardwell on the east coast. The first local telegraph lines connected Cloncurry 
with Aramac and Boulia. In June 1888 the Telegraph Line was established between 
Cloncurry & Normanton and between Burketown and Cloncurry in September 1889.  
 

Burketown had been established as a town on 1866.  However, from 1866 tropical 
diseases ravaged the population. The vessel "Margaret and Mary" from Sydney 
came into port rife with "The Fever" (never properly identified, thought to 
be Typhoid). Between 25 and 50 people died - the majority of the crew and 
passengers - including the Captain's wife. Landsborough evacuated many survivors 
to Sweers Island for a period of 18 months, where a further two died and were 
buried on the Island.    
 

It wasnôt until the late 1880ôs that Government services were re-established at 
Burketown.  The Post Office, closed in June 1871, was reopened on 1 January, 1883 
with the post master also filling the role of police magistrate, customs officer and 
weather forecaster.  
 

The district was further opened up when the domestic telegraph line reached 
Burketown in October, 1886.   The Queensland Government had originally hoped 
that Burketown would be the terminus for an international telegraph line from Java to 
Australia. Inter colonial rivalry saw the contract for the overseas line go to South 
Australia in November, 1872. Although the Queensland Government was 
disappointed, the line was only initially completed from Cardwell to Normanton. 
However, the final link to Burketown from the east coast was not completed until 
1886 after the re-establishment of government services to the district.  The telegraph 
line south to Cloncurry followed in September 1889.ô  
 

A new Post Office had to be built in Burketown after the 1887 cyclone blew the old 
one away. This new Post and Telegraph Office had the responsibility for the issuing 
of mail orders and the management of land-based mail contractors plying between 
Burketown and Normanton, south to Hughenden and Townsville and to the south-
west, via Gregory Downs to Camooweal.   
 

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Ernest_Henry_(explorer)
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Telegraph_station
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Aramac
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Boulia,_Queensland
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Normanton,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typhoid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweers_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Overland_Telegraph_Line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normanton,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hughenden,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Townsville
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camooweal
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The Burketown to Camooweal mail travelled via Donaldson and used teams of 
packhorses in the early years. 
Image from Mt Isaôs North West Star. 
 

This mail run from Burketown to Camooweal initially used teams of packhorses.  
This route passed also passed through Donaldson.  There it crossed over the other 
mail route from Normanton to Cloncurry.   
 

The stability of the Gulf region was also enhanced by the growth in mercantile trade 
as shipping companies, such as Australasian Steam Navigation Company, were 
awarded government-subsidised mail contracts for Burketown & Normanton. As a 
result, there was a monthly shipping service into and out of the region which was 
made more economically viable by the introduction of Parcel Post in 1892. The 
Burketown Post Office was proclaimed an official Post Office in 1893 with the post 
master assuming the role of land commissioner and land agent for the Department 
of Public Lands in 1897. 
 

 
 

Later, probably after 1910, the Burketown on Camooweal mail contract was replaced by a Cobb & Co coach.  It 
passed through Donaldson.  This view of the Burketown Post Office is dated circa 1923. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australasian_Steam_Navigation_Company
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The northwest of Queensland today. Donaldson is not shown. It is to the northeast of Dobbyn. 

 

COBB & CO COACHES and THE GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY 
 

Cobb & Co opened up two routes to the boom copper town of Cloncurry in 1884.  One 
was from the railhead in the east at Charters Towers. The other was the 320km route 
between Normanton, on the Gulf, and Cloncurry.   This route passed through what was 
to become Donaldson.  This coach route connected with the steamers.  This 
steamer/coach combination was the quickest way to get to Cloncurry. The horse-drawn 
mail coach on this route continued until the 1920ôs. There is an image of a Cobb & Co 
coach on the Normanton to Cloncurry route the Sydney Daily Mail in 1921.  
Most of the early copper ore from Cloncurry went out in horse-drawn wagons through 
the Gulf ports too.  That traffic all passed through Donaldson - that is until 1908. 
Everyone in Queenslandôs North-west anticipated a railway being built between 
Cloncurry and either Burketown of Normanton on the Gulf.  The route had been 
surveyed more than once.  The future for Donaldson, on this route, looked very 
promising.   
 

Pessimism set in in 1902, however, when the Great Northern Railway from Townsville 
and Charters Towers was extended to Richmond in 1904.  It was only a shortish coach 
journey from Richmond to Cloncurry.  The cost of sending copper ore that way too 
became cheaper. 
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Cloncurry Post Office in early 1908 with the Cobb & Co mail coach arriving from the 
Richmond railhead.   
 

Then in late-1908 the Great Northern Railway was extended into Cloncurry.  All the 
Parliamentary debates about a new rail line to the Gulf (through Donaldson) had come 
to nought. 
 

SEARCHING NEWSPAPERS FOR ñDONALDSONò 
 

A search through Trove for newspaper references to Donaldson only came up with a 
single, but interesting article.  It was from The North Queensland Register of Monday 21 
March 1904 (page 15):-  

ñDONALDSON 
óThe township of Donaldson (says the Croydon Mining Record) is situated about 
200 miles in a southerly direction from Normanton, 70 miles almost due north 
from Cloncurry, and about 200 miles south from Burketown. It is on the main 
stock route, and adjacent to several large pastoral properties including Granada, 
Boomurra, Coolullah, Kamilaroi, Lorraine and Augustus Downs.  The place was 
formerly known as Dismal Creek and is at the junction of the Cloncurry, 
Normanton and Burdekin mail routes.  The Donaldson Telegraph Station was 
established in September, 1889, the officer in charge at that time being Mr. A.D. 
Petty, who is now Post & Telegraph master at Richmond.   The present officer in 
charge, is Mr P. Connell, who by his sterling conduct gained the esteem and 
goodwill of the whole district. 
óFor some time the great objection to Donaldson was the want of 
accommodation for travellers and owing to that fact the route became unpopular.   
But that objection has been overcome by Mr Janes Anderson, who has erected 
a first-class hotel; in fact it is a building that would give credit to a place of greater 
pretensions. The internal arrangements are under the supervision of Mrs 
Anderson, this being in itself a sufficient guarantee that everything is A1, and the 
tariff is on a most reasonable scale.  
Donaldson has come to be looked on as a place of some importance.  Two 
years ago when the  keen competition existed between the various Meatworks 
companies, the ñrepresentativesò made Donaldson their base of operations, and 
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it was not an unnatural sight to see ñapproversò racing in from surrounding 
stations to the telegraph office. I hope to again see similar competition, but the 
Meatworks people for this time being are out of the running. They have had a fair 
innings ï but this is by the way.   Donaldson will be a very lively place this year.  
Already about 10,000 head of cattle have passed, and there are 35,000 more to 
come.ò 
 

DONALDSON WAS NAMED AFTER THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL 
 

 
John Donaldson 

 
Donaldson was named after John Donaldson (15 October 1841 ï 25 July 1896), a 
politician in Queensland, and Colonial Treasurer from 19 November 1889 to 12 
August 1890.     Amongst other things he was also the Queensland Postmaster-
General when the Telegraph Line from Burketown to Cloncurry was put through in 
1889 ï and when the Donaldson Telegraph Office was opened   
 
Donaldson was returned to the Queensland Legislative Assembly for Warrego on 5 
October 1883 holding that seat until 19 May 1888; later he represented Bulloo from 
26 May 1888 to 25 April 1893 and then Logan from 4 April 1896 until his death on 25 
July 1896.  
 
Donaldson was appointed Postmaster-General of Queensland and Secretary for 
Public Instruction in the Thomas McIlwraith Ministry on 13 June 1888; and when the 
ministry was reconstructed under Boyd Dunlop Morehead, on 30 November in that 
year, continued to hold the same posts until 19 November 1889, when he 
succeeded William Pattison as Colonial Treasurer. He resigned with his colleagues 
in August 1890, owing to the opposition of the Assembly to his financial proposals.  
 

A LOCATION FOR DONALDSON FOUND 
There was no reference to Donaldson shown on the Queensland Geographical 
Names Board website. 
 

Although not a mining town, Donaldson, surprisingly showed up as a locality on the 
MinData mineral database at 19 deg 52 min S & 140 deg 22 min E. 
 

Positioning this grid reference on a Google satellite image, a very plausible locality 
was found at the intersection of the Granada to Booomarra Road and the 
Yammbungan Road.  1km to the east is a creek marked Donaldson Creek.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasurer_of_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland_Legislative_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_district_of_Warrego
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_district_of_Bulloo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_district_of_Logan
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Postmaster-General_of_Queensland&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_McIlwraith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boyd_Dunlop_Morehead
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Pattison_(Queensland_politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasurer_of_Queensland
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On the óclose-upô, unfortunately, no streets or foundations of buildings could be picked 
out. 
 

In the period from 1961 to 1975 the new Burke Development Road was put through 
between Cloncurry and Normanton.  This new road bypassed Donaldson and ran about 
20km west of the old road ï the stock rout following the old Granada to Boomurra Road.   
The new road runs close to Kajabbi, which is 25km west of the Donaldson.   
 

Too late to save Donaldson, in 1913 a railway branch was built from Cloncurry, 120km 
northwards to Kajabbi. It was built to service the cattle industry and a number of major 
copper mines that were then opening up, especially the Mt Cuthbert mine.  It only 
closed in the 1990ôs.   This new railway branch sealed the fate of Donaldson as a meat 
and livestock centre.   
 

Kajabbi, which had a population once of 800, still has a population of 10 persons, but all 
the old buildings have been eaten to ground level by white ants.  On some maps 
Kajabbi is shown as Three Rivers. 
 
It is safe to say that Donaldson was completely abandoned by 1912. The failure to build 
a railway to the Golf ports from Cloncurry and the ónewô Kajabbi railway line sealed its 
demise. The white ants have since eaten all traces of any buildings there too.  
 
Unfortunately no photo images of the town of Donaldson could be located. 
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The site of Donaldson in the distance, from a plane flying to Granada Station.  After the 
Donaldson post office closed a Telephone Office called Granada opened at the station 
on 6 January 1911.  It became a Receiving Office on 27 March 1922, but had closed by 
March 1924. Granada remains an active cattle station. 
 
 Compiled from internet (with thanks) and text sources  

Derek Dolstra, editor 
 
 

 

DISPLAYS & ñSHOW-& -TELLò AT THE 23 FEBRUARY 2021 

MEETING  
 

ROB WILLIS ï U.S. SPACE PROGRAM FIRST DAY & SOUVENIR COVERS  
 

Rob Willis was able to pass around his quite substantial first day cover album containing 

covers associated with NASAôs Apollo and Mercury space programs. 

Most of the covers from the United Sates.  

Rob. Pointed out that the covers with red-inked postmarkings were quite scarce. 
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DEREK DOLSTRA ï A óGRIZZLYô HONG KONG POSTCARD 
 

Derek passed around his recent purchase of a ñgrizzlyò, 1908  postcard from Victoria in 

Hong Kong to Ipswich in east England showing Chinese criminals in the Cage of Torture: -  

 

 
 

 
 

 

DEREK DOL STRA ï QUEENSLAND POSTMARKS 
 

Derek Dolstraôs 12-page display showed covers and postmarked pieces from Cloyna, 

Homebush, Toobeah, Humpybong and Duchess. He talked about the histories of each place. 
 

Derek explained that although the Humpybong Post Office only had a órecentô history from 

1961 to 1979, it was the first place settled by Europeans in what became Queensland. 

Humpybong was the name given to the first Moreton Bay penal establishment of 1825.  The 

sandy soils proved too poor for farming, so the settlement was soon moved to a site on the 

Brisbane River, which became Brisbane. 

 


