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OUR NEXT MEETING IS THIS TUESDAY 28" MARCH 2023 7.30pm —
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Richard Gammie has arrived for a day’s buying at left. Ron Mills is looking in
to the entrance money tin and Steve Kay and Eileen Davidson are checking
out at a coin at the front desk at our 2023 Orange Coin & Stamp Expo held
on 18-19 March 2023 .
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THE NEXT ORANGE COIN &
STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON
THIS TUESDAY, 28" MARCH 2023

Our next monthly meeting is at the
Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30 on this
Tuesday 28" March 2023.

Our next monthly coin & stamp
mini-fair is in the Orange
Cultural Centre is on Saturday 1%
April 2023 from 9 to about 1pm.

[

Our meetings and the monthly fair are
held in the Orange Cultural Centre
building Sale St, Orange. It’s the
building that used to be a school. It’s on
the right hand side as you enter the
Woolworths Car Park. The building is
sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but
entrance is from the mini-park on the
Sale St frontage

OUR NEXT CLUB ‘NIGHT’
MEETING (AFTER THIS ONE) IS
ON ANZAC DAY, TUESDAY 25th
APRIL 2023

Our next night-time, monthly meeting, after
the March one, is on Tuesday 25" April 2023.
Yes, it’s ANZAC Day, but we have had
ANZAC Day meetings before.

The Club always meets on the last Tuesday of
each month, except in December.
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The next mini-fair in the Cultural Centre, after
the January one is on Saturday 4™ March 2023

OUR 2023 ORANGE COIN &
STAMP EXPO WAS ON
SATURDAY 18" and SUNDAY
19" MARCH AT THE ORANGE
HIGH SCHOOL HALL

Our 2023 Coin & Stamp Expo was held on the
weekend of 18" & 19" March.

The Club is quietly happy with the event.

The numbers of visitors were slightly down on
previous years. Visitors seemed divided evenly
between Orange residents and residents from
towns in the region like Dubbo and Bathurst.

Interest in coins and banknotes was very much
on the increase. Interest in stamp collecting and
philately was down. It was unfortunate that a
number of our stamp collecting members were
unavailable due to injury and illness and could
not attend the show.

Visitors seemed to be mainly attracted by the
TV advertising on Prime and the many e-mails
that Howard Lyons sent out to customers from
our previous shows. There was an advert in
Orange City Life. Entreaties for an insert in the
Central Western Daily’s What'’s On failed.

The show got a good mention on ABC Central
West on the Saturday morning as well as on
community radio stations 107.5FM and 2MCE,
as well as 2EL.

Thanks go to Audrey Ferris who ran the kid’s
activity table over the 2 days.

Thanks also goes to those persons who
“manned/personned” the front desk, especially
Eileen Davidson, Ron Mills and Steve Kay
(plus others).

Thanks also to Col. Davidson for all the
photography of Expo in this Newsletter.
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The Expo food hamper raffle was drawn on the
Sunday afternoon and was won by Liz.
Gammie, who very generously asked that it be
donated on to a suitable charity. That
happened on the following Wednesday when
Vinnies passed it on at a male client, recently
unemployed & looking after 3 children. His
wife was in hospital with a premi-babe. The
wines went back to our Club.

The dealers who attended our 2023 Expo are
listed below.

EXPO DISPLAYS

There were 16 members’ displays that filled 3
rows of trestle tables in the centre of the High
School Hall. That was an improvement on
previous years.

The M.R. Roberts Shield for 2023 for the best
numismatic display was awarded to Col.
Davidson for his 3-case display of Primitive
Money of the Pacific Islands.

Numismatic Shield for 2023 to Col Davidson

The Andy Auld Memorial Shield for the most
popular display — judged by the visiting public
—was awarded to Audrey Ferris for her small
framed, quirky, stamp display entitled Pussy
Cat, Pussy Cat, Where have you Been? It was
the smallest display in the show.

Sometimes we forget what the public like to see.
It’s not the displays that win philatelic and
numismatic awards. Although displays of King
George V stamp varieties can be interesting to
us, the public who come to our shows finds them
dead boring. Quite a few people come to our
3

shows, not to buy or sell, but to look at the
displays.

Derek Dolstra awarding Audrey Ferris the
Andy Auld Perpetual Shield for the Most
Popular Expo Display.

OUR ORANGE EXPO 2023
DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP
SUPPORTING THEM AT EXPO 2023

Dealers who attended our
2022 Spring Fair were: -

e Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710
wWww.wynyardcoins.com.au

e A.Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from
Canberra) — PO Box 53, MITCHELL,
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A.C.T. 2911, ph. (02) 6255 4044)
Buying and Selling

e Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard
Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800;
Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02)
6362 2368, E-mail:
howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying
and Selling — Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

e Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown.
NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email —
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-

wide stamps bought and sold

e And Pittwater Philatelic
Services (John & Tracey
Pearson) - they are back!

See the boxed advert on page 21.

DATES FOR 2023

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 28" March 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly
mini-fair, Saturday 1% April 2023, 9-12.30,
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St Orange

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc. 12" April
2023 meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore
Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse. Trains,
by Patrick Gunning

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 30™ April 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly
mini-fair, Saturday 6 May 2023, 9-12.30,
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St Orange.

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc. 12" May
2023 meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore
Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse. Ladies
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with Altitude: women aviators (part 3) by lan
Dolstra

Hobart one-frame Stampshow, 19-21 May
2023 at the Hobart Town Hall.

Wagga 2-Day Coin & Stamp Show, 20 &
215 May 2023, Sturt Public School, White
Avenue, Kooringal

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 25" April 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Queensland Philatelic Council Bazaar Day,
21% May 2023 at QPC House, 18 Coolcrest
St, Wynnum, 8.30 to 3, auction at 1pm.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 30" May 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc. 14" June
2023 meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore
Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse. Display
by Joe White

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting,
7.30pm on Tuesday 27" June 2023 at the
Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St.

Rockhampton Stamp Club’s Stamp Fair,
24™ June 2023, 10-4 at the Frenchville Sports
Club, 105 Clifton St, North Rockhampton

Petersham Stamp, Coin & Note Fair,
Sunday 31% July 2023, 9-4, at 107 Crystal St,
Petersham

Bendigo Stamp Fair, 5™ August 2023, 9.30-
3.30 at the Prince of Wales Showground,
Holmes Road. North Bendigo, Vic. Local &
Melbourne stamp & coin dealers.

Wagga 2-day Coin & Stamp Show, 25-26"
November 2023, Sturt Public School, White
Avenue, Kooringal
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Canberra Stampshow (NATSTAMP 2024)
is planned for 13-15 September 2024. Details
yet to be announced.

Toowoomba National 1-frame Stampshow
is planned for 11-13 October 2024. Details
yet to be announced.

2023 COIN & STAMP EXPO LIST
OF MEMBERS’ DISPLAYS
DISPLAY

A Australian Commemorative Pre-
Decimal Florins & Coins, Rob Willis

B Notegeld: German Emergency
Money, Rob Willis

C 50 State United States Quarters. 5
coins issued yearly, 1999 — 2006. Kevin
Capnerhurst

D French Naval Mails from Small
Ships, Derek Dolstra

E Decimal Australian Banknotes:
Real & Comic Tony Read

F Note-able Facts: Australian
Banknotes, Tony Read

G Australian Pre-Decimal
Currency, Tony Read

H The British Coins of Colonial
N.S.W., Tony Read

I Everyday Objects from Roman
Times, Eileen Davidson

J Two Related Covers of the
Austrian Empire, Colin
Richardson
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K Covers of the 2000 Olympics
Torch Relay, Derek Dolstra

L Pussycat, Pussycat..\Where Have
You Been? Audrey Ferris

M Primitive Money of the Pacific
Islands [3 small coin
cases], Col. Davidson

N Tattersalls Lottery Covers from
Queensland to Hobart,
Derek Dolstra

O Cudal’s Postal History, Derek
Dolstra

P Buried Treasure, Col Davidson

Below, Heather Willis from Dubbo views Peter
Neville’s stamp & cover stock
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Rob Willis (left), Kevin Capnerhurst and Tony Read (seated) with customers at the Club table at
Expo 2023
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Heather Willis from Dubbo looking through Peter Neville's covers at the 2" Club Table. Peter
recently joined the Club.
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Ray Norman looking though Phil and Win Morehouse’s stock on the Saturday afternoon, 18"
March at our 2023 Expo
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Tony Byrne from Canberra with numismatic customers at our 2023 Expo

|
ORANGE STAMPS & COINS [Si¥ f

Howard Lyons from Orange Stamps & Coins with customers at our 2023 Expo. Your editor is
absent-mindedly walking in front of the camera
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2MCE

923&947 ‘e

Thanks to community radio 2MCE 92.3 Bathurst and 94.7 Orange for their Spring
Fair 2022 publicity

M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au

The MR Roberts’ Wynyard Coins tables at Orange Spring Fair, 19 & 20 November 2022. They
are coming to our Orange Expo on 18 & 19 March 2023

W R DRoberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE |

VISIT US ONLI
wynyardcoins.co! 5/
BUYING & S

M.R. Roberts’ Wynyard Coins Table at our 2023 Coin & Stamp Expo, 18-19 March
2023

91


mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au

ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 28 FEBRUARY 2023

COLLECTING SCIENTISTS ON STAMP:
CHARLES DARWIN

Charles Robert Darwin FRS FRGS FLS FZS JP was an English naturalist, geologist,
and biologist, widely known for his contributions to evolutionary biology. His proposition
that all species of life have descended from a common ancestor is now generally
accepted and considered a fundamental concept in science.

He is honoured on a huge range of stamps, more than sufficient for a display. However

he never appeared on an Australian stamp, although Cocos (Keeling) Islands did issue

two sets, one for the 150" Anniversary of the commencement of HMS Beagle’s journey,
and another set for the 150" Anniversary of his visit:-

Darwin’s visit there on HMS Beagle in 1836 was significant because he developed a
theory on the evulotion of attoll islands from coral reefs growing upwards on seamounts.

Many of us will have these sets in our collections. But the range of stamps to collect is
well over 200 — all showing Charles Darwin and his contribution to the natural sciences.
Only a sample are shown on the next page.
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Gibralter also issued two stamps in 2009 to mark Charles Darwin’s birth Bicentenary,
above, as did Boshia Herzogovena, below:-
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This article, however, seeks to concentrate on the time that Charles Darwin visited the
Central West of New South Wales. It has been adapted from an article your editor
produced for a U3A Geology class and an apology is made for the geological content.

Sadly, Australia has never issued any stamps to commemorate the Bathurst visit.

CHARLES DARWIN VISITS BATHURST IN 1836

This year is the 164™ anniversary of the publication of Charles Darwin’s Origin of the
Species. It is also the 187" anniversary of his visit to Australia between January and
March 1836. He had arrived on HMS Beagle on it's round the World odessy. In that
period Charles Darwin described himself as more of a geologist than a naturalist,

He arrived in Sydney on 121" January 1836.

el

\

Sydney was undergoing an economic boon at the time. The town impressed
him: the fine houses and the “well-furnished’ shops. He wrote to his sister,
Susan, on 28 January 1836: ‘This is a most villainously dear place; & | stood
in need of many articles”.

Interest rates were high, people were making vast fortunes and there was
Sydney’s trademark conspicuousconsumption: “In the streets Gigs, Phaetons
& Carriages with livery Servants are driving about ... There is much jealousy
between the rich emancipists & their children, & the free settlers. The whole
population poor & rich are benton acquiring wealth.”

It would end in tears, as it always does, in the depression ofthe 1840s with bank
crashes, the slump in wool prices and unemployment.

12 |
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Darwin wanted to study the geology of New South Wales and see some of the inland.
He hired a guide (whose identity remains unknown) and they set off on horseback on
Saturday 16 January towards Bathurst.

The road to Penrith was busy with carriages and coaches though Darwin remarked
there were rather too many pubs. He passed a number of substantial houses. At
Penrith, some Aboriginal people demonstrated their spear-throwing technique (‘beautiful
precision’): ‘their countenances were good-humoured & pleasant & they appeared far
from such utterly degraded beings as usually represented’.

Staying overnight at the Governor Bourke inn, he crossed the Nepean River by
commercial ferry early on Sunday morning. The new road up the Blue Mountains,
constructed by Major Thomas Mitchell, had only been open two years. The bustle of the
road to Penrith was replaced by a more solitary journey interrupted by the occasional
bullock wagon piled with bales of wool. At lunchtime they had reached what is now
Wentworth Falls and, leaving the horses at the Weatherboard Inn, walked southward
two kilometres along Jamison Creek. “An immense gulf is suddenly & without any
preparation seen through the trees ... The class of view was to me quite novel &
extremely magnificent’. That was the Jamison Valley.

CHARLES: D
SERASSED THIS WAY
: iR= .

A plague on the Charles Darwin walk at Wentworth Falls

13| Page
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The Charles Darwin Walk at Wentorth Falls follows his 2km route from the former
Weatherboard Inn to the cliff tops
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I

“THE PLATYPUS WAS IT"- IT GAVE DARWIN THE IDEA OF NATURAL SELECTION

In the evening of 19" January 1836, Darwin walked along Cox’s River on Wallerawong, near
present-day Wallerawang. He saw a humber of platypuses cavorting and Brown the .property
owner shot one. The platypus behaved very much like a European water-rat and it was
adapted to its environment in similar ways. But it was clearly a different species. Would the
Creator, mused Darwin, create an entirely different species in the antipodes with similar
adaptations? Why not just place the water-rat in Australia? A similar thought occurred about
the potoroo, which acted very much like a rabbit. Today, beside the lake which submerged
the Wallerawang homestead in 1979, there is a striking monument to record Darwin’s thought
or — perhaps more accurately — the adumbration of a thought, which would have seismic
consequences. Species are not created once and for all but adapt to their environments.

Wallerawong homestead lies in ruins under Lake Wallace. The buildings were reported to be
“falling down” from the 1880’s. Lake Wallace was created to supply cooling water to the now-
defunct Wallerawang Power Station.

So important is this site is it in the history of science, that a monument has been erected on
the water’s edge of Lake Wallace. In the space of a few hours on the Cox’s River Darwin
had been confronted with images illustrating the fact that similar environments in different
parts of the World seemed to be inhabited by animals with similar adaptions.

The former barn at Wallerawong station. Now under water

15| Page
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The Charles Darwin monument beside Lake Wallace, Wallerawang

The night was spent at the Scotch Thistle inn at Blackheath and in the morning they walked to
Govett’s Leap, only recently discovered by surveyor W.R. Govett (1807-1848). The view was
‘perhaps more stupendous’ than the Jamison Valley. Darwin initially speculated, correctly, that
the Blue Mountains’ valleys had been formed by erosion but dismissed this as ‘preposterous’.

He was fascinated by the high cliffs at the entrance to Sydney Harbour, and had assumed
that the cliffs at Wentworth Falls and Govett’'s Leap had been informed by massive inrush of
the sea. The streams in the Grose Valley and Jamison Valley, were, after all, only very small.

Other early geologists like W.B. Clarke though that glaciation was the cause.

What actually happens is the massive cliffs of Narrabeen Group sandstones are underlain by
the soft shales and coal seams of the lllawarra Coal measures. These easily erode out from
underneath the sandstone cliffs, with the results that the overlying sandstone cliffs are
constantly collapsing into the valleys.

Decades later Darwin reverted to his initial belief. The image below helps illustrates the
point:-

The owner of Wallerawong station, James Walker, had given Darwin a letter of introduction to
his superintendent, Andrew Brown. Darwin stayed overnight and was taken out kangaroo

16| Page
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shooting the following day, riding as far as the Wolgan Valley. Only a potoroo (rat-kangaroo)
was encountered.

Bathurst in the 1830’s

In the afternoon of Wednesday 20 January, ‘half roasted with the intense heat’, Darwin arrived
at Bathurst His journey passed through a number of small bushfires. His trip to Bathurst was
literally overland - where the present Highway goes. This was not a formed road until about
18509.

He stayed at stayed at with the officers at the Bathurst Military Barracks. ‘Scattered hovels in
groups & here & there a good house’. In those days Bathurst was still largely a military camp.
Up until September 1833 civilians had to live on the eastern, or Kelso side, of the river.
Charles Darwin rode around the district and noted a number of ‘very comfortable houses’
owned by ‘gentlemen’.

On his way back to Sydney, Charles Darwin collected samples of granite, “traprock” or what
we now call hornfels and an unknown, coarse-grained igneous rock. Darwin’s return to
Sydney, was along the original Bathurst Road, which followed the Fish River, passing through
present-day Tarana. When he reached Weatherboard in the Blue Mountains he took the
opportunity of looking again at the view of the Jamison Valley.

CHARLES DARVW'S TRAVELS IN SOUTHEAST AUSTRALIA.

WALLERAWANG
MHOMCSTEAD

 AREATER

Bathurst AL MONTAVIS
aREA

Ny

" NEWISOUTH WALES
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After crossing the Nepean River he was met by Phillip Parker King who took him to his home,
Dunheved, just north of St Marys. The pair discussed the natural history of South America
and King presented Darwin with his published paper describing his collection of barnacles
and molluscs. The next morning, King escorted Darwin to Vineyard, near Parramatta, the
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home of his brother-in-law, Hannibal Macarthur. It was a most elegant building, recently built,
and designed by John Verge. Darwin was impressed. Eighteen sat down to lunch and the
servants were not convicts

Darwin was startled when some of the young ladies present exclaimed: ‘Oh we are
Australian, & know nothing about England’. Back in Sydney, Darwin wrote to his sister Susan:
‘This is really a wonderful Colony; ancient Rome, in her Imperial grandeur, would not have
been ashamed of such an offering’. Darwin had kept notes on the geology of the areas
visited. Back in Sydney, Covington had been busy collecting zoological specimens and
Darwin also did some collecting in Sydney.

Darwin on HMS Beagle left Sydney, and after a 6-day journey, arrived on Hobart on 6™
February 1836. He climbed Mount Wellington and collected a large number of insect and
geological specimens.
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From there, HMS Beagle sailed across the Great Australian Bight and called in to King
George’s Sound (it's now Albany). He landed on 7" March 1836. From there the ship went
direct to the Cocos (Keeling) Islands and on to Mauiritius. It returned to Falmouth in England
on 2" October 1836 after a 5-year voyage.

BATHURST POST OFFICE POSTSCIPT

A post office had been established at Bathurst previous to Charles Darwin’s visit on 15t March
1828.

Governor Darling had responded to complaints in the mid-1820’s when he considered a
proposal to establish an Inland Post. What he did set up were seven country New South
Wales post offices each with a deputy Postmaster. That was Mr Archibald McLeod J.P. 1775-
1862). He was temporarily employed by until the Clerk of the Bench Magistrates, Mr John
Liscombe (1798-1877), took over. Archibald McLeod, who was from the Isle of Skye, had
previously assumed the role of Superintendent of Agriculture at Bathurst on 15t November
1826. A Mr William Thompson succeeded Liscombe as Bathurst Postmaster in 1836.

Controversy over the opening of Bathurst Post Office spilled over on to the pages of the (first)
Australian newspaper of 18" April1828.
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Residents found the new postal arrangements awkward. Mail was usually passed on by ad
hoc arrangements made between transporters, storekeepers, the military, the magistrates
and their staff and other settlers. This meant, that around Bathurst, land grantees mostly
had had their mail delivered to their door by the Convict Supervisors and the Police
Magistrates administrations going about their business, or by neighbouring settlers. Most
Bathurst mail, anyway, was administration-related to either the British Army troops stationed
in Bathurst or was about the current status of the large number of convicts employed on the
land.

Rural residents were horrified that, if they lived within 20 miles of the Bathurst Post Office,
mail would no longer be delivered. They would have to go the post office to collect it! Horror
of horrors!

The Australian article proclaimed: -“The Bathurst settlers complain, and not without grounds,
of the inefficiency of the Post Office which was established ostensibly for their benefit, and the
dark side of it alone being presented to them”.

From 1832 the Bathurst Post Office was open seven days a week. It closed for a short time
on Sunday mornings so the Postmaster could attend church.

The mail was carried once a week from Penrith by the Mounted Police. Then Thomas
Mitchell’s Victoria Pass road had not yet opened and the road on the western side of the Blue
Mountains went down a very steep ridge at Mount York. Wagons needed a log tied to the
back to slow the descent.

Convicts breaking rocks at the top of Mount York, near present-day Mount Victoria. The top
of the precipice on the Bathurst Road can be seen.
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The first Bathurst Court House was the 2nd home of the Bathurst Post Office from 1830. It
was replaced in the 1870’s

Another post office was established at the bottom of the Mount York defile on the western
side of the Blue Mountains at Collitt's Inn on 24™ January 1831. The building still stands.
When Mitchell’s Victoria Pass road opened later in 1831, the Collitt’s Inn post office closed on
31 October 1833.

Collitt’s Inn at Hartley Vale is still standing. It was built in 1823

For a while Bathurst Post Office was the western-most post office in New South Wales, that
is, until Wellington Post Office opened on 15t April 1838. O’Connell, then referred to as
O’Connell Plains, 22km southeast of Bathurst, also opened on 14" August 1834. The opening
at O’Connell assuaged many of the settlers who wrote angrily to the Australian in 1828.

It is tempting to ask if Charles Darwin posted any letters from Bathurst. He did post letter to
his sister from Sydney and Hobart.
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PITTWATER
PHILATELIC SERVICE

THE ONLY SYDNEY DEALER TO ATTEND THE EXHIBITION!
We carry Australia’s largest world-wide stamp
stock. Your rare opportunity to see a sample of

our vast stock in Western Australia!

www.ozemail.com.au/~pittwaterstamps/

The largest range of internet price lists in the southern
hemisphere.

Fine quality stamps of
Australia, States, NZ,
GB & the world.

AUSTRALASIA

PO Box 259, Newport Beach. NSW. 2106.
Ph: (0412) 904-295
pittwaterstam ps@ozemail.com.au
Make an appointment visit our offices at
Shop 18, 331-335 Barrenjoey Road, Newport Beach. NSW.

Yes...John Pearson is back. His trip round Australia was curtailed.

Instead he will be doing a number of shorter trips over the next period and
is likely be away for shorter periods.
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Coin Cabinets and Coin Display Cases for Sale

——

30cm Ruler
i g -

P \_\ ,.‘, 4
1. Quality blue plastic six drawer coin cabinet. 27cm W, 19cm H, 36cm D. $20
2. Professionally made coin display case. This is the same type of display case
as used by Orange Coin Club. 39cm W, 76cm L, 7cm H. $30
3. Grey Wood carcase, plastic drawers, twelve drawer coin cabinet. 29cm W,
33cm H, 30cm D. $25
4. Blue plastic five drawer coin (or small collectables) cabinet. 28cm W,
26cm H, 34cm D. $18
5. White plastic four drawer coin (or small collectables cabinet (bottom drawer
is twice as high as the other drawers). 25cm W, 23cm H, 34cm D. $18
6. VERY LARGE Display Case. Would be perfect too good for most types of
collections and would be perfect to show items for sale at SWAP MEETS,

etc. It is made of wood, has glass top & measures 92cm W, 77cm L, 13cm H.
$20

All of the cabinets will each hold one or a number of standard coin pages, or loose 2X2
cardboard coin holders. They also can use inserts of wood, felt, polystyrene, etc. in
which holes have been cut or punched. All of the above have the advantage over coin-
page books in that specific displays can be set out in the manner you wish. Below can
be seen coins set out #1 in coin pages, #2 on Poly Sheets, #3 in cardboard 2X2, and
last, in felt with punched holes.

TR IR P T O el X 4 P

Contact Col Davidson at Email coldavidson@aapt.net.au or tel, 0405577074.

[Member’s advertisement]
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COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS FROM AROUND ORANGE

At the Club’s February 2023 meeting Tony Reed passed around a number of
commemorative medals produced in the towns in our region. The sad thing was, Tony
said, none were ever produced for Orange.

The first he showed was produced to mark the Sesquicentenary of Bathurst 1815 to
1965. The Sesquicentenary Committee produced it for the city’s celebrations. The
33mm-diameter, silvered bronze medal showed an image of Bathurst’s Carillion.

The reverse showed the medals sponsor — “THE WESTERN STORES / AMYER
STORE” and the Myer logo.

Another medal was produced for Wellington’s Sesquicentenary Celebrations in 1967.

It showed an image of the explorer John Oxley. It was a brass medal with the inscription: -
“‘WELLINGTON SESQUI CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS /1817 / 1967”. It was a
31.5mm-diamter, brass medal with a serrated edge.

The reverse showed the medals sponsor — “THE WESTERN STORES /A MYER
STORE” and the Myer logo.

Tony Read showed the earlier medal produced for the Wellington Centenary in 1921. |t
was a 30mm-diameter brass medal with a dark-blue enamel outer rim. It had a
cornucopia of prosperity graphic with the inscription: - “EXPLORED 1821 / SETTLED
1823”. The reverse was blank. The one that Tony Read showed was made into a badge.
The Wellington Times of 25 August noted that all 1,300 children in Wellington were to
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receive the medal and were to take part in the Centenary Celebrations. It requested
donation to fund the medal.

Tony Read also showed a “WELLINGTON WEEK / SEP 22-27 / 1924 /| WHERE
MOUNTAIN AND RIVERS MEET” enamelled, brass badge:-

From Mudgee there was the copper, 38mm-diameter medal struck to commemorate the
Mudgee Sesquicentenary. Only 500 of the 38mm-diameter medals were struck by Amor.
It shows an image of Mudgee’s Camping Tree with the inscription: - MUDGEE /
SESQUICENTENARY / 1821-1971”.  The reverse has the inscription: -
‘COMMEMORATING / 150 YEARS / OF PROGRESS / MARCH 1971

The Camping Tree has become a symbol of Mudgee. James Blackman Jnr, who was a
Superintendent of Police in Bathurst, blazed the trail with others to the Cudgegong River
in 1821. He followed the flow as far as Burrundulla Swamps, then returned to Bathurst and
reported his find to Lieutenant William Lawson, who was Commandant of the settlement of
Bathurst. Soon after Blackman returned to Bathurst, Lawson and others followed
Blackmans Trail to the Cudgegong and skirting the Burrundulla Swamps, found a suitable
area for cattle grazing at Menah. Lawson and Co. continued north and discovered
Talbragar River, and not long after that turned back for various reasons, and returned to
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Menah finding it suitable for cattle grazing. When Lawson returned to Bathurst, he spoke
of Menah to George Cox, son of Blue Mountains road builder William Cox. George then
decided to see the area of Menah for himself, so in Oct/Nov 1821 George followed, by
now, a well-marked track to Menah. He returned to Bathurst satisfied with what he had
seen, contacted his brother Henry of Mulgoa, and the two brothers (with others) then
gathered 500 head of cattle and returned to Menah. In February 1822, they camped under
a huge Red Gum tree close to the river bank, described as having a great trunk and wide
spread of shapely branches and probably the finest tree in Mudgee district.

Only the base of the tree remained for the Mudgee Bicentenary in 2011

Tony Read also showed a smaller, 30mm-diameter Mudgee Sesquicentenary medal. It
was minted by Amor from gilded copper. 2575 were minted. It came with a pin and ribbon.
It had the same: - MUDGEE / SESQUICENTENARY / 1821 — 1971” inscription and an
image of the Camping Tree.
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THE MOUNTAIN OF SILVER - POTOSI

Kevin Capnerhurst introduced his talk to the Club’s February meeting by stating that the Cerro
Rico de Potosi (Mountain of Potosi) in Bolivia is the world's largest silver deposit. Kevin had
visited Potosi in 2022. It has been mined since the sixteenth century, producing up to 60,000
tonnes by 1996. The Cerro Rico de Potosi was the richest source of silver for coinage in the
history of mankind.

The extraction of mineral ores in Cerro Rico de Potosi began in 1545 by the Spanish Empire.
Between the 16th and 18th century, 80% of the world's silver supply came out of this mine.

Kevin Capnerhurst had had the opportunity of visiting Potosi. He first showed a sample of
andorite, a silver lead and antimony sulfide mineral from his collection of Potosi minerals
Kevin did not have any specimens of chlorargyrite, the main Potosi silver chloride mineral, but
he did show one of his specimens of chlorargyrite from the Broken Hill ore body.

He also showed one of his specimens of bournonite, a lead, copper & antimony sulfide from
Potosi. He passed also passed around some specimens of crystalline pyrite form Bolivia

| V""“m
- e .

Al

g -‘I ;
e

-

. As a result of mining operations in the mountain, the city of Potosi became one of the largest cities in the New
World

A proposal by the Spanish viceroy Francisco de Toledo, Count of Oropesa set about the initial
construction of the first mint in Potosi In 1572.

Following the Potosi silver coin scandal and the resulting investigation, plans to reform the
old mint were abandoned and a new building was erected in the neighbouring plaza.

The new Potosi Mint saw its construction begin in 1757 and finish in 1770 amongst a
number of difficulties. Hammered coinage, the technique whereby coins were produced by
placing a blank piece of metal of the correct weight between two dies, and then striking
the upper die with a hammer to produce the required image on both sides, which had
been used since the first coins at Potosi continued at the old factory until 1773.
Nevertheless, the first screw-press coins were produced in 1767 as used as such until
1869 when moveable steam presses were installed.

26 |


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_World
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francisco_de_Toledo,_Count_of_Oropesa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hammered_coinage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coin_die
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machine_press

ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 28 FEBRUARY 2023

At its peak in the early 17th century, 160,000 native Peruvians, slaves from Africa and
Spanish settlers lived in Potosi to work the mines around the city: a population larger than
London, Milan or Seville at the time.

Potosi was “the first city of capitalism, for it supplied the primary ingredient of capitalism —
money”, notes the author Jack Weatherford. “Potosi made the money that irrevocably
changed the economic complexion of the world.”

The production of silver in the city exploded in the early 1570s after the discovery of a
mercury amalgamation process to extract it from the mined ore, coupled with the
imposition of a forced labour system known as the mita. Native Peruvians from hundreds
of miles away were forced to travel to Potosi to labour in the mines, then given the back-
breaking task of carrying the daily quota of 25 bags of silver ore, each weighing around
45kg, to the surface .
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Temperature and humidity differences between the depths of the mine and the surface
meant pneumonia and respiratory infections were rife, with one mining boss noting: “If 20
healthy Indians enter on Monday, half may emerge crippled on Saturday.”

The mita imposed by Viceroy Toledo in Alto Peru caused demographic collapse, earning
the hill in Potosi a Quechua name meaning “the mountain that eats men”. Writing about a
group of 7,000 native Peruvians — taken from their homes far away to work in the mines —
one Spanish observer wrote: “Only some 2,000 people return: of the other 5,000, some
die and others stay at Potosi or the nearby valleys because they have no cattle for the
return journey.”

Native silver specimen from Potosi

The ore mined by the native workers and African slaves made many Spaniards
exceedingly wealthy. Drunk on “the mere fumes of silver”, an author of the time noted that
the city’s residents “nurtured such elevated thoughts” — exemplified by mining boss
Domingo Beltran, who reportedly proclaimed himself to be among the world’s most
important figures: “The Pope in Rome, the King in Spain, and Domingo Beltran in Potosi

The city did not just prove fatal to the thousands who died in the mines. Despite Potosi’s
flamboyance, it was plagued by murderous disputes between warring Spanish miners,
natural disasters and the perils of living at 4,000m, where very little grows. The first
Spanish boy to survive birth in Potosi was born in 1584, nearly 40 years after the city’s
foundation; in 1624, much of the city’s native Peruvian sector was washed away as the
San Salvador dam broke, killing around 200 and causing extensive destruction.

Early silver cobsfrom Potosi
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Licences to travel to the Andean Altiplano were tightly controlled, but many Spaniards
sought work aboard merchant vessels — then abandoned their posts at the earliest
opportunity. A trader of the period commented: “In every port where [merchant vessels]
put down anchor, they jump ship and leave behind their duties and occupations, absenting
themselves in anticipation of the liberties and uncertain riches of Potosi and other mining
centres.” One resident of the city noted: “It seemed the land was swelling with rootless
people who came each year from below and Spain to this villa, the stopping point for all
the poor.”

The new arrivals began to clash with the Basque ruling class who had come to dominate
the city, causing vicious gang wars. Thousands died in the fighting, fuelled by gossip and
rumours that travelled on the icy Andean wind.

By the early 1620s, the El Dorado myth was beginning to fall apart — exacerbated by the
decaying infrastructure, falling yields and social tensions. “The metals are not reborn, nor
do they grow anew,” as one writer had it. “For about 70 years now, a great quantity of ore
has been mined ... It is no great surprise that the good ores have been exhausted, and
that all have diminished.”

From its boom-town peak at 160,000, the city’s population had fallen to 60,000 by the end
of the 17th century. “Everything is finished,” wrote another resident. “All is affliction and
anguish, weeping and sighing. Without doubt this has been one of the greatest downfalls
ever.”

The pieces of eight from Potosi that had poured into China’s Ming dynasty eventually
proved inflationary, making the city’s mining operations less profitable and lowering the
price of silver around the world.

But the city’s silver had changed the world forever, facilitating the exchange of slaves,
fabrics, spices and other goods across the globe. Much discussed in The Wealth of
Nations by Adam Smith, it had helped fund the Spanish empire’s wars with the British,
Dutch, and French — and helped them overcome the Ottomans. American silver prompted
King Philip IV of Spain to proclaim: “In silver lies the security and strength of my
monarchy.” But this assumption of unlimited wealth from the Americas proved ruinous,
fuelling an unsustainable level of spending by the Spanish royals.
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Potosi survived as a mining centre on a smaller scale until its liberation by Simén Bolivar
in 1825, its former riches now existing only in legend and literature.

,.» u‘

” i ﬁm = vm. \
Galeano’s account of Potosi’s past remains the most popular version of the city’s history.
He wrote of 8 million dead native Peruvians in the abandoned and flooded mines around
the city. “You could build a silver bridge from Potosi to Madrid from what was mined here
— and one back with the bones of those that died taking it out,” say many residents,

quoting from Galeano’s book, although there is little evidence of a genocide of such
proportions.

The Great Potosi Mint Fraud of 1649 was a financial fraud involving

the fineness of silver coinage that began in Potosi, Bolivia. The scandal had worldwide effects
that lasted for decades.

Rumours of the fineness of the silver coins from Potosi began to circulate in the early 17th
century. Slave owners and mint officials blamed the mint slaves for the reduced fineness of
coins minted at Potosi. Complaints from the Kingdom of Aragon and the Kingdom of

Castile in 1648 asserted the coins to be worth as little as 5 reales instead of 8 reales. Royal
trials confirmed the coins from Potosi contained only 75% of the silver they were supposed to
contain. In response to this, King Philip sent Francisco de Nestares Marin, a former inquisitor,
to investigate the situation. He began his investigation at the end of 1648.

Marin's investigation revealed that the fraud permeated the entire silver operation. Key
figures in the fraud were Francisco Gomez de la Rocha, a rich former corregidor of Potosi,
and Juan Ramirez de Arellano, an assayer at the mint. Both of them were executed for
their crimes, and other assayers at the mint were fined or removed from their

positions. The corregidor of Potosi was removed from his position and imprisoned.
Several silver merchants were also executed.

Marin named Juan Rodriguez de Rodas as the head assayer of the mint, a purpose for
which he had been sent from Spain. Coins minted under Rodas were known as "rodases”,
while the debased coins were referred to as "rochunas". However the new coins, though
better, were still short of the required fineness.
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The scandal had a large impact on Habsburg Spain, causing a global panic with effects
reaching as far as Southeast Asia. Spanish war efforts of the time were impacted. Trade
was significantly affected, and while decisions were being made about what to do with the
suspect currency, people held onto their Potosi-origin coins.

With mistrust of the currency, trade was paralysed in some places, consumer product
availability reduced, and prices increased. Spanish currency in Europe was discredited. In
October 1650 King Philip ordered that 8- and 4-real coins were to be devalued. This affected
all coins from the Potosi mint that were in circulation, whether they were of appropriate
fineness or not. For this purpose, he gave Garcia Sarmiento de Sotomayor, the Viceroy of
Peru, discretion to implement the mandate as he saw fit. In January 1652, Sotomayor
decreed that the rochunas coins would be devalued to 6 reales and submitted for melting.

8 real rodases coin of Philip Il

The new 8-real rodases would be worth 7.5 reales, and the 4-real rodases would be worth
3.75 reales. The lower denominations of coins were unchanged. As part of the decision, the
new rodases had to be countermarked to indicate their worth. Some of the older rochunas
coins were fraudulently countermarked to indicate they were worth 7.5 reales, which further
debased trust in the rodas coins. New, replacement coins with new marks began production
in March 1652 with a value of 8 reales. These new coins replaced the rochunas and rodas in
circulation, which were subsequently declared illegal for trade in 1657.

Potosi is also a recurrent theme on Bolivian stamps:-
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There are sufficient issues to warrant a Potosi-themed thematic display.
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