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The NEWSLETTER   OF   THE   ORANGE    

COIN AND   STAMP CLUB 

INCORPORATED 

 
 

Our Club’s 56th Year 

 

 

 
 

THE CLUB MEETS AGAIN ON THIS TUESDAY 25th MAY 2021 
 

 
 

Audrey Ferris is finally presented with her 2020 PHILAS Award by our president, Tony Read 

at our April 27th meeting. 
 

Audrey Ferris was awarded the Stan Griffith Award for Service to a Local Club at the 

PHILAS Annual General meeting in November 2020. 
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OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING 

IS THIS TUESDAY 25th MAY 

2021  
 

 
The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St 

 

The Club’s next monthly meeting is on 

next Tuesday night, the 25th May 2021 at 

the Orange Cultural Centre 

 

The next monthly meeting after that is 

on Tuesday 29th June 2021 
 

The monthly coin & stamp mini-fair is in 

the Orange Cultural Centre is on Saturday 

5th June 2021 from 9 to about 1. 
 

It’s in Sale St, Orange.  It’s the building 

that used to be a school. It’s on the right 

hand side as you enter the Woolworths Car 

Park.  The building is sort of opposite 

Harris Farm Market, but entrance is from 

the mini-park on the Sale St frontage. 
 

OUR CLUB’S POSTAL 

ADDRESS HAS CHANGED 

TO PO BOX 9113, 

ORANGE 2800 
 

The Club has taken a smaller PO Box at 

East Orange LPO in lieu of Box 324.   PO 

Boxes at East Orange have 8000 or 9000 

numbers. 
 

Our new postal address is: -  

ORANGE COIN & STAMP 

CLUB 

PO BOX 9113 

ORANGE NSW 2800 

 
 

Orange EXPO 2021  

please  continue to 

support them: -   
Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 
2000    Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax 
(02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

 A. Byrne Coins  (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) ï PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)                 
Buying and Selling 
 

Orange Stamps & Coins  
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  
             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling - Stamps, Coins, 
Banknotes, Accessories, etc. 
 

Pittwater Philatelic Service  ï 

(John  Pearson) Newport Beach.  
 Phone (02)9979 1561 
 Email: 
pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au 
 

Phil & Win Morehouse , 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 
4087, Email ς 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. 
World-wide stamps bought and sold 

AAA Stamps  (Steve Burton) of 

Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 
 

Pacific Rim Coins  
(Chris Buesnell)      
Level 3 / 1 Central Avenue, Lane Cove. 
Phone 02 9418 6593 
www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com 
 

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
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DATES FOR 2021 
 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Tuesday 25th May 2021 
 

Petersham Stamp and Coin Fair, Sunday 

30th May 2021.  Petersham Town Hall, 

Crustal St, Petersham 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular 

monthly fair  at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Saturday 5th June 2021, 9-1 

 

Campbelltown Clubôs meeting, 9th June 

2021 at Senior Citizens Hall, 91 Queen St, 

C’town.  7pm. Australian States exhibit – 

Tony Bailey 

 

PHILAS Open Day, Saturday 19th June 

2021 at PHILAS House, Darlinghurst 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular 

monthly fair  at the Orange Cultural 

Centre, Saturday 3rd July 2021, 9-1 
 

PHILAS Auction  #138, 10 July 2021 at 

PHILAS House, Darlinghurst. This time 

room bidders will be allowed. 

 

Orange Stamps & Coins Auction #8, 
Saturday 17th July 2021, at the Orange 

High School Hall, Woodward St, viewing 

8-12.30, auction at 1.30pm 

 

Northern Suburbs Clubôs Winters Day 

with Stamps Saturday 24 July 2021 at St 

Leonard’s Church Hall , Cnr Willoughby 

Rd and Donnelly Rd, Naremburn 
 

Bendigo Stamp Fair 7th August 2021, St 

Andrews Uniting Church Hall, Myers St, 

Bendigo 
 

Toowoomba National One-Frame 

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021 
 

Philas Open Day, PHILAS House, 21 

October 2021 

 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 27-28 

November  2021, Sturt Primary School, 

White Avenue, Karingal, Wagga  

 

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition  

Date changed Friday 21 

October to Sunday 23 October 

2021 Newcastle Showground 

Exhibition Centre, Broadmeadow 

 

OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK  
 

Colin Richardson advises that Circuit 

Book #92 was two-thirds of the way 

through the list.    

Coin Circuit Book #2 has only one person 

to go.  

Colin said he was after coin and stamp pages 

for the next books. 
 

Colin can be contacted direct at 

Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com 

Ph: 63690634 

 

 

At its 24 April 2021 meeting of 

PHILAS Council meeting it was 

resolved:  That the Philas fee for 

affiliated clubs be increased to $1.00 

per club member per annum from 

July 2021. 
 

 

 

ITEMS FOR THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND 

CORRESPONDENCE TO 

THE CLUB 
Items for this newsletter could be posted to 

the Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -

PO Box 9113 ORANGE 2800 

Better still you could e-mailed to: - 

ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone (020 63 614 87

 
 

 

 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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3 Barrack St Sydney 2000  
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 
Whether you want advice or canôt find what youôre looking for, contact us. We have a wide array of collectables in our 

store and our friendly team will be happy to assist y ou. Call us today on +612 9299 2047, or send an email 
to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au  or shop on-line.  

 
Regular Opening Hours: 

Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm 

Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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ORANGE STAMPS & 

COINS AUCTION #8 
 

 

SATURDAY, 17th JULY 2021 
 

At the Orange High School Hall 
 

Cnr. Summer& Woodward Streets, ORANGE 
Off-street parking is available 

Turn left opposite the United Petrol Station in Woodward Street and 

just prior to the traffic lights 
 

 

Viewing 8am to 12.30pm 

Auction starts at 1.30pm 
 

 

A digital (pdf) copy of the 32-page Catalogue can be obtained from 

ORANGE STAMPS AND COINS 
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 2800 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bidders not able to attend will need to appoint an agent to bid on their behalf at this auction. 

Please contact Howard Lyons by phone on (02) 6362 2368, or by fax on (02) 6362 2368, by 

e-mail on howard.lyons@bigpond.com , or by mail at Orange Stamps and Coins, P.O. Box 

9288, Orange, NSW. 2800   

 

mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
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Advertisement 

 
Australian Stamp Catalogue (2000 ï 2020) 21 years of 
Australian International Post stamps listed in one 
catalogue. If you collect International stamps this is the 
essential reference book. 
 
 

 
 
 

All 216 original International Post stamps plus the 879 reprints and 
variations released in the first 21 years. Appendices give details of 
Overprinted Minisheets, Special Sheetlets, Personalised Stamps and the 
famous overprinted $1 Koala stamp. An essential reference book for the 
Australian International Stamp collector. 
 
$37.52    
 

The catalogue has over 450 stamp images, 135 pages and sells for about 
A$37.52. It is only available online at the authorôs Blurb Bookstore 
webpage. https://au.blurb.com/b/10650229 
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Two images from our monthly mini- coin & stamp fair in the Orange Cultural centre.  Howard 
Lyons, below, chats with Richard Gammie, while another visitor is looking through Tony RŜŀŘΩǎ 
coins. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN £20 £50 £100 NOTES 
 

Most Australians during World War I, and later in The Depression, would rarely use or see a 

banknote greater than £10 in value. 
 

All £20, £50 and £100 notes are now rare, extremely rare in high grade and have the words `The 

Commonwealth of Australia’ with the coat of arms on the obverse. 
 

 
 

The first Australian twenty-pound - £20 note was issued in 1914, signed by George T Allen 

Secretary to the Treasurer and James R Collins Assistant Secretary, being basic blue in colour. 

Timber cutting on Bruny Island, Tasmania in the late 1890s is pictured on the reverse. The tree 

being felled is believed to be a blue gum, a timber used by British ship builders. 
 

 
 

In 1918 another issue was made. In all 421,500 notes were issued. The words `THE 

TREASURER OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA Promises to pay the Bearer 
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TWENTY POUNDS in gold coin on demand at the Commonwealth Treasury at the seat of 

Government’ in on the obverse. 

 

Also, in 1914 the first Australian fifty-pound - £50 note was issued and signed by Allen and 

Collins. It is basic blue and pink in colour with some 608,000 notes issued, apparently more 

popular than the £20 note. The image on the reverse shows a mob of merino sheep, adapted from 

a photo taken in 1906 at historic `Bungaree’, in the Clare valley, South Australia. A further issue 

was released in 1920 with the signatures of James Collins Secretary to the Treasurer and Charles 

John Cerutty Assistant Secretary. The letter Y precedes each serial number. Likewise, `THE 

TREASURER … to pay FIFTY POUNDS in gold coin …’. 
 

 
 

The 1918 £50 banknote 
 

 
The 1953 £50 banknote 

 

The first Australian one hundred-pound - £100 note was also issued in 1914. It is blue in colour 

and signed by Allen and Collins and has the words `Australian Note’ on the obverse. There is 

one note in the Reserve Bank archives and only one is known in a private collection. There are 

two illustrations on the reverse, both are waterfalls – on left is the upper Yarra River in Victoria 

and on the right the Lower Leura falls in NSW, which were popular holiday destinations. 

Likewise, `THE TREASURER … to pay ONE HUNDRED POUNDS in gold coin …’. 
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A second series was issued in 1924 with the signatures of Cerutty and Collins. In all 553,000 

£100 notes were issued. The letter Z precedes each serial number. 
 

Richard Gammie  
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EDITH CAVILL (& PAULINE DEPAGE)  
from Rob. Willis 

 
Edith Louisa Cavell was born on 4 December 1865 in Swardeston, a village near 
Norwich England.  
As a British nurse she is celebrated for saving the lives of soldiers from both sides 
without discrimination and for helping some 200 Allied soldiers escape from 
German-occupied Belgium during the First World War, for which she was arrested.  
She was accused of treason, found guilty by a court-martial and sentenced to death.  
Despite international pressure for mercy, she was shot by a German firing squad on 
October 12th, 1915.  
The night before her execution, she said, "Patriotism is not enough. I must have no 
hatred or bitterness towards anyone." These words were later inscribed on a memorial 
to her in her hometown. Her strong Anglican beliefs propelled her to help all those who 
needed it, both German and Allied soldiers. She was quoted as saying, "I canôt stop 
while there are lives to be saved." The Church of England commemorates her in its 
Calendar of Saints on 12 October. Cavell was 49 at the time of her execution. 
A funeral was held for Edith Cavill on 15th May 1929. The first part was at Westminster 
Cathedral and the second part was at Norwich Cathedral. 

 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Swardeston%20wikipedia&form=WIKIRE
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Marie Pauline Depage (née Picard; 23 September 1872 ï 7 May 1915) was a Belgian 
nurse, she was killed in the sinking of the RMS Lusitania, and she is commemorated in 
Belgium alongside the British nurse Edith Cavell. 

After the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, Depage volunteered at the Red 
Cross hospital established at the Royal Palace in Brussels,   

Depage travelled to the US in January 1915 to raise funds for the hospital. 

She booked passage on the RMS Lusitania, leaving New York on 1 May 1915 for 
Liverpool The ship was torpedoed by the German submarine U-20 at about 2:10 pm 
on 7 May 1915, and rapidly sank.  

As the ship sank, she became entangled in ropes and drowned, one of nearly 1,200 
killed from almost 2,000 aboard. 

A memorial by Belgian sculptor Paul Du Bois was erected at Uccle in 1920, to 
commemorate the deaths of Depage and Cavell in 1915.  

An inscription on the monument reads "Passant, dis-le à tes enfants, ils les ont 
tuées" (TRANSLATION: "Passer-by, tell your children, they killed them"). 

The monument stands next to the Edith Cavill Hospital at the intersection of Rue 
Edith Cavill and Rue Marie Depage in Brussels. 

 

The Edith Cavill and Pauline Depage Monument in Brussels 
 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Lusitania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SM_U-20_(Germany)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Du_Bois
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MEDALS AND COINS 
 

The non-wearable medal, shown below, was cast in bronze. It was struck in 1919 by the 
Commission de lôEcole belge dôinfirmières diplômées, the nursing school founded by Dr. 
Depage to commemorate the sacrifice of Edith Cavill and Marie Depage, the two 
courageous nurses who died in the line of duty near the beginning of World War I.  The 
6.01cm-diameter medal was designed by Armand Bonnetain and struck by Fonson and 
Sons in Belgium. 

 
 

In 2014 The Royal Mint in the U.K. produced gold and silver coins to commemorate the 
start of World War I with a nominal face value of £5.   One of the set of of 6 coins 
showed an image of Edith Cavill.  The silver set had a mintage of 1,915 sets and the 
gold set had a mintage of 25 sets. 
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[The following stamp, postcard and cinderella material have been added to Rob Willisô 
original article. Ed.] 
 

STAMPS AND CINDARELLAS 
Edith Cavillôs summary execution was extensively used for War propaganda 
purposes against the German Army. 
 
This cindarella, one of four showing German war crimes, was printed in early 1916 
and was widely distributed:-  
 

 

 
It was printed in a variety of colours, including brown and black:-  
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In 1945 Costa Rica produced a $1 stamp commemorating the 60th Anniversary of the 
Red Cross in Costa Rica. It featurred images of Edith Cavill and Florence Nightingale: -  
 

 

 
 
Canada didnôt produce a stamp commemorating Edith Cavill. Instead the named a 
mountain in Alberta after her:-  
 

 
 

Mt Edith Cavill was so named in 1916. 
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Canada released a $1 stamp in December 1930 showing the 2,200m-high Mt Edith 
Cavill. 
  
POSTCARDS 
A large number of postcards were produced, featuring the ñmartyrdomò of Edith Cavill. 
Postcards are significant, because thatôs what what led to her arrest. 
When Cavell arrived in Brussels she alone was responsible for the innovations in 
nursing care that saved thousands of lives, and during World War I, among them, 
French, British, Belgian, and even German soldiers who were wounded in battle. 
Cavell was basically instrumental in their care and healing, but it was from 
Berkendæl that wounded soldiers were assisted in their escape from occupied 
Belgium into neutral Holland. 
 

A óperson-of-interestô in the prisonerôs escape organization, was Philippe Baucq 
[Pronounced óBALLKô].  In August 1915, the Germans raided Baucqôs home, and 
because he had not destroyed dozens of incriminating letters and postcards, he was 
arrested.  Some of these contained Edith Cavellôs name.  
 

The next day, Otto Mayer of the German Secret Police arrived at the hospital in 
Brussels.  Cavellôs office was searched but nothing was found, except a tattered 
postcard sent by an English soldier thanking her for helping him escape from 
Belgian and to arrive safely at his home.  Immediately, Cavell was arrested, driven to 
police headquarters and questioned.  Cavell had, in fact, sewn her diary inside a 
cushion and although more than 200 wounded prisoners had passed through 
Berkendæl, the only document incriminating the nurse was the postcard. 
 
The indignation, throughout the British Empire at Nurse Cavillôs execution (and post-
War re-burial in England) produced many, many postcards: -  
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Postcard showing Edith Cavillôs body exhumed in 1919 for reburial in England 
 
 

 
 

Postcard showing first part of the funeral at Westminster Abbey in 1919 
 
 

 
 

Postcard of King George V and Queen Mary visiting the grave in Belgium earlier in 1919, before 
being removed to England 
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THE GLADSTONE MAIL BOAT TRAIN  
 

Prior to the ‘glamour’ train, the Sunlander, and later, the Tilt Train, (they ran from Brisbane 

to Cairns), the most important train on the Queensland North Coast line was the Gladstone 

Boat Mail.   It ran right on to the wharf at Gladstone to tranship passengers and mails for the 

North. 

 

 
 

The Gladstone Boat Mail train on the wharf at Gladstone circa-1901.   An A.U.S.N Co’s ship 

is leaving the wharf with mails for North Queensland.  

 

The Gladstone Boat Train started running when the North Coast Railway had been extended 

from Bundaberg to Gladstone on 1 October 1897. 
 

The Queensland Parliament approved the Bundaberg to Gladstone line whilst the Brisbane-

Gympie line survey work was still underway. Contracts were let in 1888. A railway had 

opened from North Bundaberg to Mount Perry in 1884, that line starting from the opposite 

side of the Burnett River from the main part of Bundaberg in order to save the cost of 

constructing a bridge. The 534 metre bridge over the Burnett River connecting the two lines 

opened in 1891. Construction continued north, and the next section to Rosedale, halfway 

between Bundaberg and Gladstone, opened in 1892. 
 

The largest bank in Queensland collapsed following the 1893 Brisbane flood, and the 

subsequent financial downturn resulted in a 2-year halt in construction. It took until May 

1897 before the line to Gladstone could open.  To save money, it had what was called a “light 

construction” – that slowed the speed that trains could operate at. 

 

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Mount_Perry_railway_line
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Burnett_River
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Rosedale,_Queensland
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/1893_Brisbane_flood
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Gladstone has the best & deepest port in Central Queensland, and except for 

the Canoona gold rush near Rockhampton, it may have become the main regional city. 

Rockhampton business interests were very successful in resisting the construction of a 

railway south of their city in order to prevent freight from the Central West line, which went 

west to Longreach, travelling to Gladstone and its deep water port, and continued to resist 

that proposal even after the Brisbane – Gladstone rail link was opened. 
 

Before the railway came to Gladstone (and much later Rockhampton) these coastal town 

were serviced by steamers of the A.U.S.N. Co., two to three days a week.  These had the mail 

contract and carried passengers and cargo from Brisbane north.   Even after the railway came 

to Gladstone the Company’s steamers still carried mails from Brisbane on Tuesdays and 

Saturdays, arriving on Thursdays and Mondays. 

 

In early1898 the Queensland Government Railways established an overnight steamer service 

between Gladstone and Rockhampton, initially with the SS Miner.  Unfortunately an image 

or details of the S.S. Miner have not been found.    It operated on a stretch of water, shallow 

in part, & protected by Curtis Island, called The Narrows.  The passage through The Narrows 

needed to be completed at High Tide. 

 

The new connecting train from Brisbane was called the Gladstone Boat Mail.  

 

Before May 1898, the mails for the Boat Train closed at the Brisbane G.P.O. at 6.30am on 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. The train left Brisbane at 8am and arrived at the wharf at 

Gladstone on the Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays mornings.  The “Miner’ took up to 

10pm to deliver mails to the Rockhampton wharf.  This gave a journey time of about 34 

hours between Brisbane and Rockhampton, but if the train arrived at Gladstone just after a 

suitable tide, the transit time could be up to 11 hours longer 

 

In an attempt to reduce the tidal influence on the voyage timing, the Queensland Railways 

purchased a stern paddle wheel steamer called the 'Premier' in mid-1898, but that didn't solve the 

problem. It is an indication of the strength of resistance to a southern rail connection from 

Rockhampton that this vessel was purchased.  Commencing from Monday 18th July 1898, the 

Miner was replaced by the larger, shallow-draught, S.S. Premier.     

Queensland Railways announced in the Brisbane, Gladstone & Rockhampton papers in mid-July 

1898, that the new train would leave Brisbane Roma Street at 9pm on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays,  arriving at Gladstone 12.20pm the following day.  It would leave Gladstone at 3.20pm 

on Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays, arriving at Brisbane at 6.30am the following day. Its 

consist included the Travelling Post Office North Coast Railway, a locked mail car, sleeping cars 

and sitting and guards van.    

The Premier would be waiting at Gladstone, but it too, was unable to depart until the tide 

was suitable. Tides were estimated and notices appeared classified advertisements in the 

Rockhampton Morning Bulletin giving estimated times of arrival and departure.  They had 

the caveat that “This timetable is subject to alteration according to the state of the tide in The 

Narrows. Passengers should apply to the stationmasters at Rockhampton and Gladstone (as 

the case may be) as to the exact time the steamer will leave.”   This gave a minimum journey 

time of 22 hours between Brisbane and Rockhampton, but if the train arrived just after a 

suitable tide, again the transit time could be up to 11 hours longer.  

On 1 March 1899 it was announced that the coastal paddle-steamer Premier would now berth 

at the new Broadmount wharf instead of going to the dockside on the Fitzroy River in 

Rockhampton.  Heavy rain had flooded Rockhampton’s wharves making them unusable.  

Broadmount was the newly-built port at the mouth of the Fitzroy, connected with a recently-

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Canoona
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Central_Western_railway_line,_Queensland
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opened railway from North Rockhampton.  The journey between North Rockhampton 

railway station and Broadmount railway station took one and a quarter hours. 

 

 

Despite the Broadmount wharf not being completed, in August 1898, concerns were already 

raised that the necessary dredging of the port area had not taken place. While the railway and 

the wharf were projects of the Queensland Railways Department, the dredging was the 

responsibility of the Department of Harbours and Rivers and outside of the Railway 

Department's control.  Further there was a dispute about which channels should be dredged 

and whether one channel should be allowed to remain as an S-bend or be straightened (at 

considerably greater expense), raising concerns about the new port's abilities to 

accommodate the largest ships.   

Despite the time and cost to establish the port at Broadmount, it never received the level of 

use anticipated. Ongoing issues with dredging meant it was never a deep water port capable 

of accommodating the largest ships.  

Below is a typical weekly timetable for the S.S. Premier.  A Queensland Railways classified 

advertisement appeared every day on page 1 in the Rockhampton Moring Bulletin. This is 

from Wednesday 15th February 1899:-  

“Queensland Railways through service to Gladstone & Brisbane 

The S.S. Premier will leave Rockhampton and Gladstone on the undermentioned 

dates as follows:-  

Tuesday 14th Feb Gladstone depart at 8.30pm 

Thursday 16th February Rockhampton depart at 6am 

Thursday 16th February Gladstone depart at 9.30pm 

Friday 17th February Rockhampton depart at 8.30pm 

Saturday 18th February Gladstone depart at 1.30pm 

This timetable is subject to alteration according to the state of the tide in The 

Narrows. 

Passengers should apply to the stationmasters at Rockhampton and Gladstone (as the 

case may be) as to the exact time the steamer will leave.”     

In December 1903 the North Coast railway line between Rockhampton and Gladstone was 

opened. As Gladstone had an excellent harbour, it would have quickly become the preferred 

port for Central Queensland. Attempting to protect their investment in Broadmount, the 

government introduced a system of higher freight charges on that line to discourage its use in 

favour of using Broadmount port. In 1912 a railway line was built to Port Alma, southeast of 

Rockhampton, which had better natural deep-water facilities than Broadmount and the Lakes 

Creek meatworks switched to exporting via Port Alma. The Broadmount port and rail link 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Coast_railway_line,_Queensland
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never generated sufficient revenue to cover the costs of its construction and was regarded as 

a "white elephant". The railway line (and hence effectively the port) was closed on 19 August 

1929. In September 1930 the wharf was damaged in a fire. It had become a “ghost port”. 

 

Broadmount jetty in its short heyday, circa-1900.   The local train to Rockhampton, containing mail 

for Rockhampton and western (Central) Queensland was shunted on to the wharf 

 

 

Broadmount Railway Station at the end of the line from North Rockhampton.  The railway 

was abandoned in 1929. The Broadmount post office operated from this railway station. It 

opened, possibly on 25 July 1899, the day the telephone/telegram office opened.  It was 

reduced to a receiving office in April 1925. Up-graded to a post office again in late-1927, it 

finally closed on 17 August 1929.  

The S.S. Premier from Gladstone now docked at Broadmount jetty and passengers & mail 

were transferred to the awaiting train. Until the 244 metre Alexandra Bridge opened in 

November 1899 across the Fitzroy River, the train terminated at North Rockhampton.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_elephant
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Alexandra_Railway_Bridge
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The “new” road and rail Alexandra Bridge across the Fitzroy River soon after its opening. It 

connected Rockhampton with North Rockhampton, joining two separate rail networks. 
 

The Brisbane Courier of 19th December 1903 reports on the extension of the railway from Gladstone to 

Rockhampton.   Although the line was not officially handed over by the contractor until 31 January 

1904, they allowed the Queensland Railways to operated passenger services from Brisbane over the 

new, 67mile-long stretch of track.  The 1st passenger train, given the title of the Rockhampton Mail, left 

Brisbane at 10pm on the 18th December.  The travelling time between Brisbane and Rockhampton was 

reduced to 18½ hours.   Three trains were allowed each week.   
 
 

 
 

Map from the railway system from Brisbane Courier of Sat. 19th December 1903 
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In 1904, mails for the Rockhampton Mail Train closed at the Brisbane G.P.O. at 7.45pm on 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays for a 9pm departure from Roma Street.  There were also 

“day trains” to Gladstone & Rockhampton on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings, 

leaving at 8am, and arriving early the following mornings.  Mail for these trains closed at 

6.30am at the Brisbane G.P.O.      As well there were two weekly shipping services to 

Rockhampton and ports north.  One coastal A.U.S.N. Co ship mail for Gladstone & 

Rockhampton closed at the Brisbane G.P.O. at 3.45pm on Tuesday, and the other on 11.45am 

on Saturday. 
 

The Rockhampton Mail Train and the extension of the railway to Rockhampton ended the 

short life of the Gladstone Boat Train.   The SS Premier also became superfluous and was 

sold off in early 1904.   
 

Later, a steamer service from Gladstone to Mackay and Townsville was also introduced, with 

a new weekly Boat Mail running onto the Gladstone wharf right beside the ship from 1908.  

It operated until the North Coast line connection to Townsville was opened in 1923. On 10th 

December 1924 the final section was opened allowing rail travel all the way between 

Brisbane & Cairns. 
 

This new service saved a day in getting mails to North Queensland.   Mails for it closed at the 

Brisbane G.P.O. at 7.45pm on Fridays. It left at 9pm, and was made up of carriages of the 

Rockhampton Mail that were shunted off at Gladstone, on to the Gladstone Wharf on 

Saturday mornings.  It carried mails for Mackay, Bowen, Townsville, Port Douglas, 

Normanton, Croydon & Burketown. 
 

This new ship mail contract from Gladstone travelled in “open water” and not the shallow, 

passage called The Narrows: -  
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 The 2nd Gladstone Boat train shunts on the Gladstone wharf, circa-1913.  The coastal ship S.S. Bingera 

(launched 1905) is waiting to take mails and passengers for ports north of Mackay. The leading 

carriage is the North Coast Travelling Post Office. Behind it is a locked van of already-sorted mail 

bags. 

 

THE S.S. PREMIER 

The images, below, show a model of the stern wheel paddle steamer, Premier.  The full size version of 

was built by Fleming and Ferguson Marine in Paisley, Scotland, in 1897. The shallow draft steamer was 

148 gross tons, 126 feet 5 inches long and 26 feet wide. It was bolted together at the shipyards and its 

parts were marked and numbered. It was then dismantled and transported to Australia in kit form as 

deck cargo. On arrival, it was reassembled using rivets by Walkers Ltd, Maryborough, Queensland, and 

launched on 21 June 1898.    It had been pre-purchased by Queensland Railways in 1897. 
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The model is in Sydney’s Powerhouse Museum. 

 

 
 

The Premier was laid up in the Fitzroy River in 1904 

 

 
The ‘Lintrose’ in Tasmania 

 

The Premier was withdrawn from Railway service in 1904 and laid up.  In 1908 she was sold 

to Carmichael Bros, of Brisbane, who were saw millers, at West End on the Brisbane River. 

The steamer was renamed the Lintrose and its large superstructure was removed and it was 

converted to a log carrier. 

 

In 1918 the Lintrose was sold to James Rowe and Sons Ltd of Hobart, for use on the Hobart 

river trade. It was towed to Tasmania by the Narani which was owned by Allen Taylor and 

Co. In Hobart in 1922 the rear paddle was removed and the configuration of the steamer 
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changed to twin screws. 

 

On 10 March, 1932, while travelling from Norfolk Bay for Hobart with a cargo of telegraph 

poles, the Lintrose began to sink and was abandoned by its crew of four, who were rescued 

by the fishing boat Coquette. The Lintrose drifted onto Iron Pot Reef at the mouth of the 

Derwent River and was lost. 

 

[Compiled from internet and Rockhampton, Gladstone & Brisbane newspapers on Trove. Ed]  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 
 

From Col Davidson 
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COMPETITIVE DISPL AYS AND ñSHOW-& -TELL ò 

ITEMS FROM THE 27 th APRIL 2021 MEETING  
 
TONY READ ï THE NEW ZEALAND 2c MULE OF 1967 

Tony said that while Australia changed to Decimal currency on 14th February 1966, New 

Zealand changed on 1oth July 1967.    

 

The new coins were in denominations of 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 50 cents. The initial designs for the 

coins were criticised by the Royal Mint, and designs leaked to the public in early 1966 also got 

the thumbs-down. The government then publicised a selection of the designs submitted and 

asked for public input via voting forms published in newspapers. Designs by New Zealander 

James Berry were ultimately chosen for all six coins. 

 

On the first day it was discovered that the 2c coin wasn’t what it was supposed to be.  It was the 

same size as the Bahamas 1c coin.   A number of coins had a Bahamas obverse and a New 

Zealand reverse.  An estimated 60,000 2c coins or 10% of the mintage were these Bahamas /New 

Zealand mules. 

 
 

 
 
 

In this case, James Berry's New Zealand design had been backed with the work of Arnold 

Machin, who designed the Bahama Islands coins for their conversion to decimal currency in 

1966. With a diameter of 21.0058 mm the Bahamas five cent was a close match for the 21.082 

mm of the New Zealand two cent. Both coins were made by a single manufacturer, the Royal 

Mint. Four faulty coins were reported on the first day of decimal release in New Zealand, but that 

was just the tip of the iceberg. Officials in the Royal Mint thought up to 600,000 might have been 

struck and agreed to replace them at zero cost to New Zealand. Meanwhile the Minister of 

Finance of the day, Robert Muldoon, assured the public that any faulty coins – which were not 

legal tender – would be replaced with real ones. That was easier said than done.  

 

Rumour that the 'mules' had a potential collectors' value of up to $200 – about $3,400 in 2014 

money – prompted some members of the public to hold on to the mis-stamped coins. Hopes were 

dashed, however, when the first was auctioned in early August 1967 and fielded just $32 – a 

disappointing sum.   Tony added that hey now sell for about A$300. 

 

Finding the errant coins, in the end, came down to manual sifting, a huge task that was done at 

Royal Mint expense. Around 600,000 two cent pieces were individually inspected, of which 

some 60,000 were 'mules', mostly in the Wellington region. These were melted down in 

Auckland.   The problem was that these were not the only difficulties with the decimal currency 

coinage. Coins were also found with their edges clipped, or which had been stamped off-centre, 

or with only one side stamped, or which had been stamped in the wrong metal.  
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There were media reports of coins too thick for slots in pay-phones, and of a twenty-cent piece 

that broke in half when dropped. Concerns flared in Britain as the scale of the 'mule' fiasco 

emerged. The Chancellor of the Exchequer feared the Royal Mint might even lose New Zealand 

as a customer.  

 

A six-month investigation suggested that supervision processes were sub-standard. Security was 

also apparently minimal. However, the error should still have been found before the coins were 

shipped. Standard process involved 19 separate checks to ensure the correct dies were used and 

that any faulty coins were caught. One explanation, Mint officials proposed, was sabotage. The 

'mules' were restricted to a production batch of 100,000 New Zealand two cent coins that had 

been made on 18 and 19 January 1967, soon after a strike at the Mint, called over staff grading 

and plans to move it from London to Cardiff.   Tempers were still running high and there was 

some evidence that documents had been tampered with to hide possible die substitution. No other 

'mules' had been found from any other production batch, despite the fact that both New Zealand 

and Bahama Islands coins were being minted at the same time on different presses. The counter-

argument was that staff wanting to sabotage the Mint would be more likely to simply break the 

equipment than go through the rather complex process of arranging a deliberately defective coin. 

In all likelihood the cause was a combination of human error and faulty checking processes. 

However, because of the time-lag between the minting date and the discovery of the problem in 

New Zealand, it was not possible to identify the culprit. In the end, nobody could be held 

responsible, and no disciplinary action was taken 

 

DEREK DOLSTRA    THE 1985 OMNIBUS SERES OF QUEEN MOTHER STAMPS OR 

óTHE QUEEN MOTHERôS HAT COLLECTIONô 

Derek showed a 12-page frame of most of the 1985 Queen Mother omnibus stamp issues from 

Tuvalu, St Lucia, British Virgin Islands, St Vincent and Montserrat. There were 220 stamps and 

20 mini-sheets. They were part of what the IGPC called their “Leaders of the World Series”.  

Most unnecessarily produced, with quite a few in the Appendices in the Stanley Gibbons 

catalogue (as surplus to postage requirements or being unavailable locally.   All philatelic junk, 

but strangely interesting. 
 

In each of the stamps, Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother was shown in a different hat.  Derek 

added that he had never seen an image of her without a hat on. 
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TONY READ ï PROFESSOR HOLLOWAYS PILLS  & WARNERôS SAFE CURE 

Tony Read talked about his display in a small coin case containing items relating to Professor 

Holloway’s Pills and Warner’s Safe Cure.   
 

It contained a number of Professor Holloway’s Pills and Ointments bronze penny trade tokens 

from the 1850’s.  
 

 
 

Australian Professor Holloway’s Pills and Ointments bronze penny token of 1857 

 

Thomas Holloway, born. September 22, 1800, in Devonport, Devonshire died in December 

1883. He was a medicine merchant and philanthropist. In 1837 he began to sell an ointment that 

carried his name around the world, and soon added the sale of pills to his business. Advertising 

played a large part in his business.   The son of Cornish innkeepers, Holloway trained as an 

apothecary in Penzance, and migrated to London to make a multimillion pound fortune. 



 - Page  - 33 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 25 MAY 2021 

 

 
 

The business was carried on after Holloway's death by a brother-in-law who added the Holloway 

name to his own (Henry Driver-Holloway). Another brother-in-law (George Martin-Holloway) 

followed suit with his name and continued Thomas' philanthropic endeavours. This accounts for 

the continuance of the Professor Holloway name on mail after his death in 1883. The business 

was eventually sold, after going into decline, to Beecham's Pills in 1930. 

 

His wonderful ointment was no cure at all. It contaoned butter, lard, venice turpentine, and white 

and yellow waxes. His business was big in the Australian colonies.     

 

Large numbers of the penny trade tokens were produced in England, and a large number of these 

were sent to the Australian Colonies, particularly to Victoria and it was said that they were used 

as ‘coins of the realm’ on the Victorian gold fields.   Holloways Ointment pot lids are also very 

collecbtable items. 
 

 
 
 

Tony display also included a Warner’s Safe Cure bottle.   Bottle collectors note that here were 84 

different varieties of these Warmer’s Cure bottles. 
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H.H. Warner started out as the manufacturer of fire and burgler-proof safes. He had the “safe” 

trademark on his nostrum bottles and in advertising. The business was originally based in 

Rochester, New York.    He set up a thriving business selling his alcohol-based mixture as a cure-

all for most known diseases.   In 1883 offices were set up in London and Toronto.  There were 

offices in Germany, New Zealand, Switzerland, in Austro-Hungary and in Melbourne.   The 

Melbourne Office produced brown “Cure” bottles in Australia. 
 

Warner ended up selling his business to an English Firm in 1893 for US$3,395.00.   The name on 

the bottles was changed from H.H. Warner to Warmer’s Safe Cure Co.  The business  was sold 

again in 1900 and this cure-all was produced until 1944.  
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DEREK DOLSTRA ï 1st REGULAR AIR MAIL TO AUSTRALIA FROM SINGAPORE  
 

 
 

Derek Dolstra showed a cover posted in Singapore on 13th December 1934 that was carried on 

the first scheduled flight to Australia.  The flight had started in London and used Imperial Airways 
and Qantas planes as far as Charleville in Queensland.   Butler Air Transport had the contarct from 
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Charleville to Cootamundra, where ordinarily mails to Melbourne and Sydney were transferred to 
mail trains. On 22 December 1934, however, for the first flight,  Butler Air Transport continued 
their air service from Cootamundra to Melbourne to ensure prompt delivery.   
This covrer is back-stamped at Melbourne on arrival at 8.30am on 22 December 1934. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 


