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The NEWSLETTER   OF   THE   ORANGE    

COIN AND   STAMP CLUB 

INCORPORATED 

 
 

Our Club’s 56th Year 

 

 

 

OUR TUESDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2021 

MEETING IS ON 

 

 
 

An image from our Coin & Stamp Expo 2010 when these events where held in the 

Kenna Hall. In front is John Pearson’s (Pittwater Philatelics) tables.  The 

customer in the white shirt is the late John Stoker. John  was our long-serving 

circuit book manager. 
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CLUB MONTHLY MEETING 

IS ON TUESDAY 30th 

NOVEMBER 2021  
 

Orange Council still require is to 

wear face-masks, use sanitiser, 

and record your name and contact 

phone number (for Council).  

Orange Council still requires a 

maximum of one person is for 

every 4 square metres of space.  

The room can take 27 persons. 

It is assumed everyone has been 

twice vaccinated. 
 

 
The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St 

 

Our next meeting is this Tuesday 

30th November 2021 at 7.30pm at 

the Orange Cultural Centre.  

 

The next meeting after that is on 

Tuesday 25th January 2022.   We do 

not meet in December.  

 

The next monthly coin & stamp 

mini-fair is in the Orange Cultural 

Centre is planned for Saturday 4th 

December from 9 to about 1.   
 

Our meeting and the monthly fair 

are held in Sale St, Orange.  It’s the 

building that used to be a school. It’s 

on the right hand side as you enter 

the Woolworths Car Park.  The 

building is sort of opposite Harris 

Farm Market, but entrance is from 

the mini-park on the Sale St 

frontage. 

 

 

 
 

The committee of the 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 

wish all members & their 

families a happy and joyous 

Christmas & a prosperous 

New Year with no Covid in 

2022 
 

YOUR $5 ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP FOR 

2021-22 IS DUE  
 

Pay at the next meeting, the 

monthly fair at the Orange 

Cultural Centre, or post direct to 

the treasurer, Howard Lyons at PO 

Box 9288, Orange, 2800 
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DON’T FORGET OUR 

CLUB’S POSTAL 

ADDRESS HAS CHANGED 

TO PO BOX 9113, 

ORANGE 2800 
 

The Club has taken a smaller PO Box at 

East Orange LPO in lieu of Box 324.   PO 

Boxes at East Orange have 8000 or 9000 

numbers. 
 

Our new postal address is: -  

ORANGE COIN & STAMP 

CLUB 

PO BOX 9113 

ORANGE NSW 2800 

 

Orange EXPO 2021 

Dealers – please 
continue to support 

them:-  
Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 
2000    Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax 
(02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) – PO Box 53, 
MITCHELL, A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 
6255 4044)                 Buying and 
Selling 

 

Orange Stamps & Coins 
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  
             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling – Stamps, Coins, 
Banknotes, Accessories, etc. 
 

Pittwater Philatelic Service – 

(John  Pearson) Newport Beach.  
 Phone (02)9979 1561 

 Email: 
pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au 
 

Phil & Win Morehouse, 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 
4087, Email – 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. 
World-wide stamps bought and sold 

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of 

Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 
 

Pacific Rim Coins 
(Chris Buesnell)      
Level 3 / 1 Central Avenue, Lane Cove. 
Phone 02 9418 6593 
www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com 
 
 
 

DATES FOR 2021 & 2022 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30 Tuesday 30th November 2021 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Mini-fair, 
Saturday 4th December, 9-1, at the Orange 

Cultural Centre 

 

Campbelltown Club’s Fisher’s Ghost 

Stamp Fair set down for Sunday 

7th November HAS BEEN 

CANCELLED 

 

 

Bathurst and District Remembers World 

War 2 Exhibition 2021’ – 3-6 December 

2021, marking VJ Day and the 75th 

Anniversary of the end of WW2. The 

exhibition is open from 9am to 5pm each 

day except Monday which is 9am to 4pm. 

The four day event will be held at the 

Bathurst Showground on Sydney Road. 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30 Tuesday 25th January 2022 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre 

 

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
http://www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com/
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Orange Coin & Stamp Club Mini-fair, 
Saturday 5th February 2022, 9-1, at the 

Orange Cultural Centre 
 

Canberra Stampshow 2022 & 22nd 

National Philatelic 

Convention, 18-20 March 

2022 at Thoroughbred Park,, 

1 Randwick Road, Lyneham, 

Canberra 

PHILAS Open Day, Saturday 19th 

February 2022, 10-4, at 

PHILAS House, 

Darlinghurst. Mini auction 

at 2.30 
 

PHILAS Auction, Saturday 12th March 

2022, PHILAS House 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s 2-day 

Orange Coin & Stamp 

Expo, 9th & 10th April 2022, 

Orange High School Hall 
 

Gladstone (Qld) Stamp Club’s Annual 

Stamp Fair, 9th & 10th 

April 2022, Yaralla Sports 

Club, Gladstone 

 

Wagga 2-day Stamp & Coin Fair, 14th & 

15th May 2022, Sturt 

Primary School, Karingal, 

Wagga 
 

 

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition Has 

now been rescheduled for 

27-29 May 2022.  Entries 

can now be received up to 

28 February 2022. At 

Newcastle Showground 

Exhibition Centre, 

Broadmeadow 

 

OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK  
 

Colin Richardson said that the circuit books 

are back on track. Colin needs coin and 

stamp pages for the next circuit books. 
 

Colin can be contacted direct at 

Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com 

Ph: 63690634 

 

ITEMS FOR THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND 

CORRESPONDENCE TO 

THE CLUB 
 

Items for this newsletter could be posted to 

the Secretary/editor at the Club’s postal 

address: -PO Box 9113 ORANGE 2800 

Better still you could e-mailed to: - 

ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone (020 63 614 872) 

 
 
 

 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

Whether you want advice or can’t find what you’re looking for, contact us. We have a wide 
array of collectables in our store and our friendly team will be happy to assist you. Call us today 
on +612 9299 2047, or send an email to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or shop on-line.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Come along to the /āðýöô #þøý ɷ 3ăðüÿ #ûĄñˑĂ 

Orange Coin & Stamp 
Expo 2021  

Saturday 9 th  & Sunday 

10 th  April 202 2 
9 to 4  Sat and 9 to 3  Sun 

Orange High School Hall, Woodward St, Orange  
 

Car park entrance is next to Duntryleague Golf Club.  For off street parking turn left opposite 

United Petrol Station in Woodward St. and just prior to traffic lights 

Displays of stamps, coins and banknotes  
 

Sydney & Canberra & local dealers will be in attendance and will offer a range 

of Australian 

& World stamps, covers, coins, banknotes and accessories 

 

Dealers are available to give valuations & appraisals  
 

Admission is $2; accompanied children free 
 

For further information phone Howard on 0427 107 554    

 
 
 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 16 WITH ñSimpyò 
 
The following items have been sourced from the Australian Post Office Philatelic Bulletin/Stamp Preview. 
  
No. 7 1974: The 2c and 7c Queen Elizabeth II have been deleted from the sales list as stocks of these 
stamps have been exhausted at most philatelic sales centres. 
 
There was a two-page listing of all Australian stamps issued since the introduction of decimal currency but 
it did not include quantities issued. 
 
No. 8 1974: A temporary post office was to be provided at the ñLeisuretime Show ó75ò being held at the 
Melbourne Exhibition Centre between 15th and 23rd February, 1975. The postmark would incorporate the 
slogan ñStamp Collecting is Funò.    
 
No. 1 1975: A new philatelic handbook, ñThe Commemorative Stamps of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth II 
1960-65ò was now on sale priced at 50 cents per copy.  
 
No. 2 1975: Included was a two-page listing of Philatelic Sales Centres and First Day of Issue Postmarker 
Offices. The only locations near Wagga Wagga, were Albury, Cootamundra and Griffith, 
 
No. 3 1975: This bulletin announced the Australian Postal Commission would become two separate 
entities - the Australian Postal Commission and the Australian Telecommunications Commission. Two 10 
cents stamps printed se-tenant were issued. With this change, the historic cabinet portfolio of Postmaster -
General was abolished.  
 
Australia Post also advised that because of the limited number of position blocks which are available and 
also the limited number of stamps which can be selected from a particular location in a sheet, minimum 
quantities of stamps have been set for the purchase of particular requirements.   
 
No. 4 1975: This issue advised the release of six stamps on 6th August, 1975 in recognition of 
International Womenôs Year. The 10 cent stamps featured Edith Cowan, Louisa Lawson, Henry Handel 
Richardson, Catherine Spence, Emma Constance Stone and Truganini (the last surviving full-blooded 
member of the Tasmanian Aborigines). No reflection on the women portrayed, rather a shot at the 
designers and colours chosen, I personally consider this one of the least attractive looking series of 
stamps ever produced by Australia Post. 
 
No. 5 1975: There was an increase in the basic postal rate from 10 cents to 18 cents (if my maths is right, 
an 80% increase). 
 
No. 6 1975: The big story in this issue was the issue on 16th September 1975 of two commemorative 
stamps relating to Papua New Guinea Independence. 
 
A Christmas Gift Pack aimed at newcomers to the hobby sold for $2.59 and contained two sets of stamps, 
a FDC and a booklet titled ñStamps and Stamp collecting.  
 
No. 7 1975: This issue gave details of the annual Christmas stamps for Fiji, Norfolk Island and Western 
Samoa. 
 
No. 8 1975: Two Australian Christmas stamps were released on 29th October including a 45 cent stamp 
with a silver background. I recall this stamp was promoted by the trade as being a stamp that should be 
ñput awayò as it would become quite valuable and I went out of my way to buy some. The Post Office at 
Cootamundra had run out but I managed to get some from a postal agency in a Shell service station. Over 
2 million of this value were printed and today the MUH catalogue value for a single stamp is $1.25. 
 
A booklet titled ñA History of the Post Office in Tasmaniaò was on sale priced at 50 cents per copy. 
 
No. 9 1975: For the thematic collector, details of an issue by Fiji featuring Sugar Trains. 
 
No. 1 1976: This issue advised the 45 cent Christmas stamp referred to above ñhave sold outò.   
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GOLD NOBLES OF EDWARD III 
 

Recently Noble Numismatics Auctions sold coins from our late member Dr 

Lawrence Sherwin.   One particular coin was a gold Noble of the English King 

Edward III who reigned from 1327 to 1377.   I can’t actually remember Lawrie 

showing this coin during his many talks at the Club. 

 

The growth in trade and increasing prosperity of the later Middle Ages 

eventually created in England the economic circumstances which made possible 

and necessary a permanent coinage in gold. 

 

 
Edward III 

 

Edward III was the first English king to issue a gold coin in any quantity.  This 

was the gold Noble, first issued in 1344 and valued at six shillings and eight-

pence, i.e. 80 old pence or one-third of a £Sterling.  It was struck in London at 

the Tower Mint.   Large quantities of these Nobles were produced with many 

varieties with different inscriptions, mint marks and design. These varieties are 

all minor, however these varieties have significance. 

 

The weight of the gold Noble was changed from issue to issue.  The coin was 

introduced during the second coinage (1344–1346) of King Edward III, when 

the coin weighed 138.5 grains (9.0 grams); during the king's third coinage 

(1346–1351) the weight of the coin was reduced to 128.5 grains (8.3 grams), 

while in his fourth coinage (1351–1377) it became even lighter, at 120 grains 

(7.8 grams). The diameter of the noble was 33–35 mm, half noble 25–26 mm 

and quarter noble 19–21 mm. 
 

A little history is needed to explain this.  Edward III’s mother was Isabella, the 

sister of Charles IV of France.  Between 1325 and 1327 she and her lover, 

Roger Mortimer skilfully her husband Edward II’s betrayal and destruction.  

Her son, Edward III, was only 15 years of age when he was crowned in 1327. 
 

Meanwhile in France, Charles IV died leaving no male heirs.  This left the 

French throne without a successor.   The acceptance by the Peers of France of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grain_(mass)
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Philip, Count of Valois as King Philip VI was a breach in continuity which was 

soon to be exploited by rivals, above all by Edward III of England.  
 

Initially the two kings shared a friendly relationship. They even planned to go 

on a crusade together.   
 

During the 1330’s Edward III was engaged in wars against the Scots – who 

were allies of France.   Also difficulties arose with France over the dispute 

between Philip of Valois and the Flemings, This caused the interruption of 

Anglo-Flemish trade, especially the export of wool to the Flemish 

manufacturing towns.  As a result Edward III declared war in 1337.   Hostilities 

did not commence until 1338, when Edward crossed to Flanders. This was start 

of what is known as The Hundred Years War. 
 

Edward III, through his mother, claimed the French throne. In 1339 he advances 

into France, the French army retreating before him. In 1340 he won the naval 

battle with the French at Sluys.  A nine-month-long truce followed with Edward 

returning to England. 

 

THE GOLD NOBLE 

The obverse of the Noble introduced in 1344 showed King Edward III standing 

on a ship, holding a sword and shield.    This was an allusion to English sea 

power in the English Channel. It may have been a reference to the victory over 

the French at the Battle of Sluys.  It might also be an allusion to his claim to the 

French throne – notably the French Arms on the shield, the use of fleur-de-lys, 

and especially the obverse legend shown on Lawrie’s coin: -  

“EDWARD DIE GRA REX  ANGL Z FRANC D HYB” 

Edward by the grace of God King of England and France Lord of the Irish 

 

BATTLE OF CRECY 

In 1346 Edward III returned to France and gave battle at Crecy to a large 

French army.   Genoese crossbowmen led the French advance, but their 

bowstrings were ruined by rain.   The English long bowmen kept theirs dry 

inside their helmets.  The French army was driven off by the English cannonry.  

The French cavalry then charged but received a hail of English arrows.   The 

French admitted defeat and fled leaving behind 4.000 dead knights. 
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Battle of Crecy in 1346 

 

THE SEIGE OF CALAIS 

Edward III’s victory at Crecy left him free to besiege Calais. From England he 

called for more men, more cannon and more ships. The army of 32,000 he 

raised was the largest in his reign.  The siege lasted 11 months with the 

inhabitants finally being expelled and replaced by Englishmen.   Calais became 

an English colony in France for the next two Centuries. 

 

THE PLAGUE 

The plague called The Black Death arrived in Europe from Asia in the northern 

summer of 1347.  It spread over Europe.  Returning troops from France spread 

the plague in England. It resulted in half the English population dying between 

1347 and 1350, when it petered out.  This resulted in a truce with France and 

war did not begin again until 1355. 

 

POIETIERS 

The French King Philip VI de Valois died in 1350 and was succeeded by his son 

Jean II le bon.  Edward III meanwhile had returned to England to repel a 

Scottish cross-border raid. While Edward was away his son Edward the Black 

Prince won a victory over the French at Poitiers in 1356, capturing the Jean II. 

A ransom of 3 million ecus was required for his release.  This was the 

equivalent of 13 500kg of gold bullion – or 13½ tonnes of gold! 

During the Fourth Coinage, politics required changes in the inscriptions. 

Initially Edward retained his claim on the throne of France, but following 

the Treaty of Brétigny in 1360 this claim was dropped, and coins instead 

claim Aquitaine. In 1369 the treaty broke down and the claim on the throne of 

France was reinstated. 

Pre-Treaty legend (obverse): EDWARD DEI GRA REX ANGL Z 

FRANC D HYB(E) ("Edward, by the grace of God King of England and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Br%C3%A9tigny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquitaine
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France, Lord of Ireland"). Reverse legend: IHC AUTEM TRANSIENS 

PER MEDIUM ILLORUM IBAT ("But Jesus passing through their 

midst went His way"). 

 

 
 

 

TREATY OF BRETIGNY 

After the English victory at Poitiers in 1356 treaty was signed, lasting until 

1359. That was when Edward III again invaded France and laid waste 

Champagne.  On 8th May 1360 peace was made at Bretigny, the English 

obtaining Gascony, Guinne and Calais. The ransom on King Jean II was paid 

and he was able to return to France from captivity in England. 
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Treaty of Bretigny was signed in 1360 

 

As part of the Treaty Edward III relinquished his claim on the French throne, 

and in return was able to hold on to Aquitaine. Also, subsequent to the Treaty, 

England established a useful cross-Channel trading base at Calais.  A mint was 

opened at Calais in 1363 and Nobles were struck there, indicated by a Gothic 

‘C” mint mark. 

 

ñTreaty Period” gold noble 

Nobles in the ‘Transitional’ period (1361) and Treaty period (1361–

1369) show on the obverse: - EDWARD DEI GRA REX ANGL DNS 

HYB Z ACQ (Edward by the grace of God King of England Lord of 

Ireland and Aquitaine). Reverse legend: IHC AUTE TRANSIES P 

MEDIUM ILLORR IBAT ("But Jesus passing through their midst went 

His way") (many varieties exist and often whole words are missing). 
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THE TREATY BROKEN 

In 1364 Jean II died and Charles V came to the French throne.  Charles V broke 

the Treaty of Bretigny, so in 1369 Edward III renewed his claim to that throne. 

Ware continued in the maritime province of Brittany and in the south of France.  

In 1372 at the Battle of La Rochelle France regained control of the English 

Channel.  The French army gradually recovered most of the lost territory.  At 

the end of Edward III’s reign very little remained of his earlier conquests except 

Calais and Bordeaux. 

Nobles in the Post-Treaty period (1369–1377 showed on the obverse 

EDWARD DEI G REX ANG Z FRA DNS HYB Z ACT (Edward by the 

grace of God King of England and France Lord of Ireland and 

Aquitaine). Reverse legend was: IHC AUTE TRANSIES P MEDIUM 

ILLORR IBAT ("But Jesus passing through their midst went His way") 

(many varieties exist and often whole words are missing). 

After Edward III’s death, Richard II acceded to the throne. During his reign 

from 1377–1399, Nobles were struck at both the London and Calais mints, but 

today they are difficult to obtain. Coins minted at Calais can be distinguished 

because the ship has a flag at the stern. 

Nobles were also produced under the reign of Henry V (1413-1422) and Henry 

VI’s 1st reign (1422-1461) 

Nobles were minted for the last time during the first reign of King Edward 

IV (1461–1470). The price of gold rose from the 1430’s onward, so gold coins 

were worth more in Europe than in England. This resulted in a gold shortage in 

England as coins were exported for profit. Only a small quantity of nobles were 

minted during Edward IV's “Heavy Coinage” period (1461–64), at London. 

Finally, in 1464 in an attempt to stop the coins drifting over to the continent, the 

value of all gold nobles was raised from six shillings and eight pence (6/8 or 80 

pence) to eight shillings and four pence (8/4 or 100 pence), and a new coin, the 

"Rose Noble, or Royal" worth ten shillings and weighing 120 grains (7.8 

grams) was introduced – however, it was unpopular and was discontinued after 

1470. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_IV_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_IV_of_England
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NORTH QUEENSLAND IN WORLD WAR II: A 

SOCIAL HISTORY & CENSORED MAILS 
 

The story of mail censorship in Australia during World War II, actaully began before War 

officailly was declared. Mr Menzies, the Prime Minister declared War on Germany on 3rd 

September 1939.  
 

Regulations under the National Security Act were promulgated by the government in Parliament 

on Friday 25 August 1939.  The stated purpose was mainy to control spying.  The regulations 

allowed the government to do many things, including registering  all aliens, the taking over any 

wireless, cable or equipment capable of sending/receiving messages. Theyt also gave 

comprehensive powers for the examination of letters and other articles transmitted in the post.   

Yet other sections empowered the Australian government to apply ‘at any time’ complete 

censorship over telephone, telegraph and postal services.   They came in to effect on 1 September 

1939.   

The cover, below, was featured in a Charles Leski auction. It shows a postmark of 31 August 

1939 and was rightly claimed as the first civilain censored Australian cover of World War II:-  

 

 
 

From then on, until 1945, all letters sent from Australia to Overseas destinations were 

examined, and mostly all opened by civilian censors.   That story is worth another article.  
 

War on Germany, interestingly, was not declared until the 3rd September 1940. 

The National Security Act (not the National Security regulations) came into force on 

9 September 1939.   This act enabled the government to introduce industrial conscription, 

and both men and women were ordered into essential industries. Rationing was first 

introduced in 1940, but was greatly expanded during early-1942.  
 

North Queensland in early 1940 was a long way from troubled Europe, and nothing much 

changed. Life went on pretty much as normal.  
 

War with Italy was declared by the Australian Government on 11 July 1940 a day after 

Britain had declared War on Italy.  Mr Menzies also announced on 14 June 1940 that the 

Empire  air mail service between Australia and Britain had been suspended west of 

Singapore.    The War declaration significantly sped up the registration of Italian aliens by the 

Australian Government.  Italians were heavily involved in North Queensland’s sugar industry 

as workers and as cane farmers.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rationing
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The cover, above, shows typical censor markings and censor tape for for a letter sent from 

Australia to an Overseas destination.  It was posted in Sydney on 23 September 1941 to Chicago, 

a few weeks befor the War with Japan, on Pan Am’s Clifornia Clipper Service to San Francisco. 

At 4/- it was an expensive item to post. 
 

Australia declared War on Japan on 9th December 1942.  Japan invaded Malaya starting on 

7th December 1941. Singapore finally fell on 15th Frbruary 1942.   
 

Following the fall of  Singapore, the Cairns Post of 18 February 1942 announced a further 

“conceted drive” to “round up” the remaining Italian community. 1,400 in the Innisfail and 

Ingham communities had already been interned. Another, 2,000 in North Queensland, many 

being natuarlised Australians, were “questioned” before “appropriate action” was taken.  

Police forces in North Queensland were  stengthened to assist “in any possible drive against 
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fifth columnists.  The situation was causing much concern, particularly in areas where 

Italians were prominent. Apparently returned soldiers had brought pressure to bear,insisting 

that action be taken. They hoped to clear up a supposed spy radio giving information to 

Japan. 
 

Almost all the Italian population in North Queensland eventually ended up being interned.   

Letters sent and addressed to friends and family Italy and the Italian colonies were refused 

transmission by the post office from 14 June 1940. 
 

Mild panic really  set in in Australia when Darwin was bombed on 19 February 1942.   The 

Townsville Morning Bulletin and the Cairns Post were only allowed to acknowledge the death of 

8 postal emplyees, despite the death toll being 236 persons. 
 

Up to that time both North Queensland newspapers were advertising the Carpenter Arlines 

“regular” air service between Sydney and Rabaul in New Guinea calling Townsville, Cairns and 

Port Moresby.  That stopped when Rabaul fell to the Japanese on  23rd February 1942.  
 

Earier, in the period of false “calm”, on 10th January the Carins Post even advertised the now-

redirected QANTAS flying boat flights from Sydney to Darwin, to Singapore and to Durban in 

South Africa, on the War-time “hoseshoe” route.  When Singapore fell even that toute had to be 

abandoned.  At Durban there was a sea connections to the U.K.   The Cairns Post was also 

lamenting about youths hanging around Abbott Street in their cars on a Friday night, as if the 

War and petrol rationing were not happening. 
 

 
A.N.A. Ltd’s Douglas DC2 VH-USY Bungana in 1936 

 

Airlines of Australia Ltd (with connections with A.N.A.Ltd flights to Sydney) kept advertising in 

both newspapers, until July 1942, their twice-daily (air mail-carrying) flights from Townsville to 

Cairns, via Innisfail, with conections to Coktown. Thursday Island, Wenlock, Coen, Normanton, 

Burketown an Croydon. They boasted about their “new” Douglas aircraft which flew daily 

(except Thursdays) fro Townsville to Brisbane.  Their ads petered out by September 1942. 
 

Airlines of Australia was a change of name from New England Airways, one of A.N.A.’s 

competitors.   A.N.A was to eventually gain a controlling interest in Airlines of Australia in April 

1937. When War started, A..N.A.’s three DC3 aircraft were requisitioned by the Commonwealth.   

The North Queensland air mail & passenger services was then kept going with four DC2’s, and 

two DH-84’s and two Stinsons.   Things later improved for A.N.A (and Airlines of Australia) 

because they were soon operating a network of services around Australia on behalf of the 

Government’s War effort.  They ended up operating a large number of Douglas DC-2s, DC-3s, 

and even at least one rare Douglas DC-5, mostly on the behalf of the American forces in 

Australia and New Guinea. 
 

Airlines of Australia and A.N.A. remained separate entities until July 1942. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_DC-5
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In early-1942 the Japanese Army and Navy had invaded and occupied territory very close to the 

Austraian mainland.  Bombers could be despatched from Rabaul to bomb North Queensland. 
 

The afternoon of the Darwin bombing the new Labor government in Canberra announced 

“drastic powers to mobilise all national resoures.    These were described in the Courier Mail of 

Friday 20th February 1942 as a “blank cheque” to every resource of the nation that empowered 

the War Cabinet to “carry out a virtual dictatatorship”.  Any person was required by the Minister 

of Defence to “perform any directed duties in relation to his trade, profession, business or 

calling.” 
 

This meant big changes in North Queensland, which quickly became Australia’s front-line as 

military bases and defence establishments spread throughout the region.  
 

Some schools around Cairns were completely suspended.   Although the Education 

Department did not call for the mass evacuation of children from all schools in vulnerable 

areas–as this would have imposed an enormous strain on resources–the excavation of slit 

trenches was made a condition of the operation of schools throughout coastal Queensland 

and school hours were staggered. 
 

In Queensland air raid drills became a normal part of school routine, especially during the 

first half of 1942. There was a view that academic performance was of less concern than 

adequate protective precautions. Some students carried a shoulder bag containing a range of 

items for use in the event of an air raid. These included cotton wool for ear plugs, some 

bandages, sticking plaster, & water bottles. 
 

Local authorities, including both Cairns and Mulgrave Councils and the Cairns Harbour 

Board, busied themselves devising a secret plan to demolish key sites like the wharves, oil 

tanks and reservoir if the enemy made it to Cairns. 

Between 1943 and 1946, the Australian Army undertook extensive anti-malaria drug 

experimentation. This work cleared Cairns of many mosquito breeding grounds, the source of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosquito
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numerous fever outbreaks, and contributed significantly to the knowledge, control, and 

treatment of tropical insect-borne infectious diseases. 

 

In February 1942, local police and A.R.P. wardens, acting under instructions from the State 

Police Commissioner, carried out a house to house doorknock in North Queensland towns to 

estimate the number of women and children who might have to be evacuated.  Householders 

were told that they were at liberty then to evacuate their families to any part of Queensland, 

but that later on, if conditions deteriorated, they might be ordered to specific evacuation 

centres without themselves being permitted to exercise any option.   When North 

Queenslanders were confronted on their very doorsteps with such evidence of official 

concern - indeed, of overt preparations to evacuate the North - it was scarcely surprising that 

dejection and consternation should have spread in the community. 

 

In January 1942 as the Japanese started to make their way down the Malay Peninsula, the 

Commonwealth Government again called for voluntary evacuation of the population. About 

half of Cairns’ 15,000 population dropped everything and moved south to areas such as 

Brisbane and the Gold Coast, some selling everything they owned for a pittance. Others, with 

family connections, moved to the safety of the Atherton Tableland. Nearly 1,000 Women and 

children were evacuated by train to the South. A young Eithne MacKenzie recalled that in 

Cairns the big thing after the fall of Singapore (15 February) was evacuation: - 

 

” The women and children left almost overnight. They went to the Tablelands and 

Charters Towers. Where we lived there were very few women left in the block. There 

might have been three houses that had people in. The rest were all empty. Homes and 

furniture were sold at ridiculous prices. There were great auction sales. A lot of 

people who bought were the auctioneers and agents. After the war they sold and 

made great profits. Other people left. They just walked out.” 

 

Those wishing to travel north of Tully were required to obtain a travel pass from the military 

authorities. Censorship and all forms of restrictions and control were strictly applied on 

military and civilian personnel movements, unit dispersion, communications and 

photography.  
 

The outbreak of World War II in 1939 had increased demand for a suitable road to the 

Atherton Tablelands via Kuranda, as an emergency evacuation route in the event of hostile 

invasion. This road, which took 18 months to construct with a single bulldozer, opened June 

1942. 
 

By 1944, a year when Australia was not fighting anywhere overseas, perhaps 2000,000 

Australian and U.S. troops were encamped on the Atherton Tablelands. Altogether about 1 

million U.S. troops had passed through Queensland in World War II.   This provided a huge 

task for the Australian and U.S. Army Postal Units stationed there.  Most personal mail from 

servicemen sent to any destination south of Townsville or to overseas destinations was sent 

by air-mail.  The train journey south from Cairns to Brisbane for mail was slow.  The 

volumes of military mail were huge – tonnes per day. 
 

Censorship and all forms of restrictions and control were strictly applied on both military and 

civilian personnel movements, unit dispersion, communications and photography. Anti-

aircraft gun emplacements were established along the Cairns foreshore and at False Cape, 

and every Sunday night, police would sound the siren so residents would practice air raid 

procedures including wearing gas masks. 
 

The influx of thousands of Australian servicemen and women to the North, as well as 

Americans, British and some Dutch and their Indonesian allies had resulted in almost every 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infectious_disease
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuranda_Range_road
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building in Cairns being occupied by military units.    In October 1942, RAAF No. 20 

Squadron moved to Cairns. They were located in a row of huts built for them along the 

Esplanade. Some 3,000 sorties were flown from Cairns, but not all returned. 320 Australian 

airmen who flew Catalina flying boats in the South-West Pacific theatre of war never came 

back. 

 

 
 

Mariner flying boat of No 41 Transport Sea Sqaudron RAAF in Cairns Harbour,1944. These 

handled Service mails from around the near Pacific.  Mails were sorted and re-despatched 

from Townsville and Brisbane on a daily basis to the United States. 

 

 
 

Cairns Post Office. In early-1942 it was surrounded by sandbags. Although civilian postal 

business had halved, the post office was busy because it contained the critical Cairns 

Telephone Exchange. It was partly staffed by Army communications personnel. Civilians 

found it impossible to make a phone call. 

 

Communications infrastructure was particularly limited in North Queensland with Cape York 

being served by one single galvanised wire which could only cope with 50 telegrams an hour.  

 

During 1942 the military authorities, in conjunction with the Post Master General’s (PMG’s) 

office, used U.S. Army signals corps troops, Australian Army Signalmen, and PMG linesmen 

to improve the communication links.  Additional telephone lines were installed from Cairns 

to Townsville.   Wharf facilities in Cairns were improved, and large storage oil-tanks for the 
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Royal Australian Navy (RAN) were constructed 5kms from the wharves at Edge Hill.  The 

Cairns Harbour Board gained by nearly £1 million improvements effected by the US Navy. 
 

Earlier, in an article of 2nd January 1942 in the Cairns Post, the Postmaster General’s 

Department thanked the public for co-operation in postal, telegraph and telephone business 

over the just-completed Christmas ‘rush’. The post office had expected record traffic with so 

many persons away from home serving in the A.I.F. and the Militia. The Postal Department 

had realised with staff shortages and that there would be serious delays with mails, phone 

calls and telegrams and they thanked everyone for their forbearance.  
 

The article warned the public in the event of a “serious crisis” (they were not allowed to say 

‘invasion’) that the public would be subjected to serious inconvenience.  The Department’s 

services in such a contingency would need to be concentrated on meeting the needs of the 

military and the Air Raid Protection organisation and other essential services.  This would 

mean, the article said, that normal telegraph and telephone services would need to be 

severely restricted.  
 

That meant that in the event of an air raid it would be advisable for the public to not try and 

use the phone to ring up the fire brigade or ambulance. The local A.R.P. warden would need 

to be contacted direct or by messenger. 

 

 
Air Raid Wardens & the Army-staffed Fire Brigade practice in Abbott Street in Cairns, 1942. 

 

It all happened on 27 July 1942 when Townsville was bombed: -  
 

 
 

Headlines reporting the 1st bombing of Townsville during World War Two. Published in 

the Townsville Bulletin on 27 July 1942. Because of censorship the article was very short .  



 - Page  - 25 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 30 NOVEMBER 2021 

It was the first of 3 air raids on Townsville. 
 

At the time Townsville’s Garbutt Air base was the most important air base in Australia. The 

first raid on Townsville occurred around midnight on the night of the 25-26 July 1942 - 

various reports mention between 2-4 Japanese flying boats dropping six bombs, all of which 

apparently landed in the sea. The second raid occurred at about 2 am on the morning of 

Tuesday, 28 July, carried out by a single airboat dropping eight bombs which landed near 

Many Peaks Range outside of town. The third raid occurred the following night, 29 July, 

about midnight, again by a single airboat, in fact the same pilot as the previous night's raid. 

During the third air-raid six allied aircraft unsuccessfully attempted to intercept the Japanese 

aircraft which jettisoned its bombs, seven of which landed in Cleveland Bay. An 8th bomb 

landed near the Animal Health Station at Oonoonba. 
 

The Japanese also bombed Mossman, north of Cairns on 31st July 1942.  A house was 

destroyed. The pilot though he was bombing Cairns. 
 

 
Mossman was bombed on 31st July 1942 

 

 



 - Page  - 26 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 30 NOVEMBER 2021 

 

The only casualty of the three air-raids on Townsville was a coconut tree when a bomb from the 

3rd raid hit Oonoonba. 

These raids were definitely not on the same scale as the 64 separate bombing raids the 

residents of Darwin suffered between 19 February 1942 and 12 November 1943. 
 

The air raids on North Queensland subsided after the Japanese were forced to retreat in New 

Guinea after the Kokoda Trail operation from July to November 1942. 
 

The War was difficult, too, in Townsville.  Townsville had been a sleepy, sprawling, 

overgrown country town of 35,000 people. At the beginning of 1942 it had experienced 5,000 

voluntary evacuees, despite winning the fight to retain a further 10,000 which the Army 

sought to deport because of their desperate need for housing. The 10,000 were proposed to be 

resettled in Redcliffe near Brisbane, but the Queensland government overturned the decision. 

Townsville was to achieve a population of 120,000 (75 percent of which were service 

personnel) by mid-1943.   It took Townsville some 50 years to return to these numbers. The 

military build-up lifted Townsville's population to an eventual peak of about 90,000 by the 

middle of 1943; soldiers 48 outnumbered civilians by almost three to one. 
 

Householders were completely deprived of supplies of ice and milk - the two "most serious" 

shortages.  Tinned and dried fruits, biscuits, alcohol, and especially fresh fruit and vegetables 

were scarce and exorbitantly expensive. All fruit and vegetables arriving in Townsville, 

usually from markets a thousand miles away in the south, were distributed either through 

local wholesalers or a military "Committee of Directions". The latter body attempted to 

indent all army requirements but frequently requisitioned from town wholesale merchants if 

military supplies fell short. There were no specific quota allocations to civilians or any 

military consideration of the townspeople s specific needs. Fruit became even more of a 

rarity than vegetables because of the individual purchases of soldiers in the town, with the 

result that "the ordinary householder was forced to go without”. 
 

The stoic citizens endured wartime deprivations including constant road and air blockades; 

‘brownouts’ which masked out vehicle headlights then total blackout conditions; severe 

shortages and rationing of food items; a scarcity of water, petrol, clothes and ice which was 

so critical to their primitive refrigeration systems; and were forced to comply with movement 

restrictions, often by American service personnel, in or out of the garrison city.   Moreover, 

Townsville (and Cairns) residents were sick of the “drunken debauches” of the American 

troops. 
 

By 1943 there were angry public meetings in Townsville about the neglect of the civilian 

population. Conditions improved slightly. 

 

 
The war artist’s sketch: Sunday afternoon in Townsville 
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This building was used as the U.S. Army Post Office in Townsville from 1941 to July 1944. 

 

As early as December 1941, the need to requisition commercial buildings and private homes 

for military purposes was viewed as essential - due to the rapid advance of the Japanese and 

the lack of materials and labour available to the Allies. Buildings located in the Townsville 

city centre were close to telecommunication facilities and essential services.  They were eyed 

off by many US and Australian military units starting to be based there. 
 

The English Scottish & Australian Bank building at 408-410 Flinders Street I in Townsville 

was requisitioned in April 1942 as US Army Post Office (APO 922).    APO #922 was the 

number designated for postage originating from the Townsville area. The old teller’s window 

was revamped to make a cage for the money order and stamp clerk. 

 

 
 

Cover post from U.S. Army Post Office #923 in Brisbane 

In July 1944, the APO #922 moved to the site of the US 13th Station Hospital at Hatchett 

Street, Aitkenvale. 
 

The Americans also opened their own Post Office in Abbott Street, Cairns. 
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\ 

These two images (thanks to Stampboards) show two covers from servicemen stationed at 

Home Island (near Thursday Island) to Darwin and to Kilsyth in Victoria. They show the 1 

over 2 censors tape allocated to North Queensland.  The top cover shows the Civil Censor’s 

hand-stamp. 
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Signpost outside of the Atherton Post Office  in 1944. Each shows the location of camp.  About 

200,000 servicemen were posted at camps within 50km of Atherton in 1944 for training.  1944 

was the year when Australian troops had no overseas operations. The Post Office building is 

boarded up to protect against blast damage  

 

 

 

 

Censorship of all civilian mail originating from north of Tully was strictly enforced from 

about February 1942.  This continued to the end of the War in September 1945. 

 

Censorship of civilian mails had earlier (December 1941) been enforced for the Darwin 

region and the north-west of Western Australia. 
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The cover, above, in your editor’s collection was posted air mail from Cairns to Eagle Farm 

in Brisbane on 6th September 1944.  
 

The cover shows a Cairns machine cancel with a Cairns machine cancel with a "CAIRNS / 2 PM 

/ 6 SEP / 1944 / QLD. AUST" date stamp and a 7 'wavy'-lines killer bar. These cancel a 

horizontal strip of three 1d purple-brown Queen Elizabeth stamps of 2 January 1943 and a 2½d 

scarlet King George VI definitive stamp of 7 January 1942.    
 

The cover also shows a purple-ink Crown-over-circle "PASSED / BY CENSOR / 420" hand-

stamp. The opened end has been sealed with an un-numbered “Opened by Censor” tape. 

 

 
 

The cover, above, is from your editor’s collection. It was from E.M. Boden & Co, Stock and 

Sation Agenst, was posted at Cairns to Townsville on 12th January 1944 to the Deputy 
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Commissioner of Stamp Duties, Townsville.   E.M. Boden & Co were active between the 

1930’s and the 1960’s.   
 

The cover shows a Cairns machine cancel with a "CAIRNS / 7 PM / 12 JAN 1944 / QLD. 

AUST" date stamp and a 7 'wavy'-lines killer bar slogan, which cancels a 2½d scarlet King 

George VI definitive stamp of 7 January 1942.   
 

The cover also shows a purple-ink Crown over circle "PASSED / BY CENSOR / 458" hand-

stamp. It was not opened – the censor deciding that the correspondence was not carrying 

information helpful to the Japanese. 

 

It all ended in September 1945:-  

 

 
 
 

 
 

End of World War II celebrations on Townsville, September 1945 
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TALKS & DISPLAYS AT THE CLUB’S 26th 

OCTOBER 2021 MEETING 
 

DEREK DOLSTRA – WINSTON CHURCHILL 1965 OMNIBUS ISSUE STAMPS 

Derek Dolstra showed and passed around a Stanley Gibbons-produced spring back album 

containing the full set of 200+ 1965 Omnibus-issue Winston Churchill commemoration stamps. 

He had only passed away on 26 February 1965. 

 

DEREK DOLSTRA – FULL SET OF PICTORIAL/COMMEMORATIVE 1956 

MELBOURNE OLYMPICS POSTMARKED COVERS 

Derek passed around his now complete set of 59 covers postmarked at all of the 1956 Melbourne 

Olympic Games venues. 

 

DEREK DOLSTRA – GOLD-FIELDS MAIL OF THE CENTRAL WEST – OPHIR, ORANGE & 

BATHURST 

Derek Dolstra talked more about his article in the October 2021 Newsletter on early mails on the 

gold-fields, the role of William Tipple Smith discovering gold at Ophir, and Mr McGregor’s 

early gold mine in 1843 at Bodangora. 

 

TONY READ – TREASURES OF THE TURON DISPLAY 

Tony Read brought along a coin case containing a display of artefacts he found at the time he had 

a property at Turondale on the Turon River north of Bathurst.  
 

The Turon River produced tonnes of alluvial gold following its discovery there in June 1851. The 

river gravels were subsequently mined by a floating dredge operating from Sofala downstream, 

but only as far as Wallaby Rocks.  
 

Tony said used to find coins on his property – often they were Chinese cash coins, including a 

string of them – all buried in the ground.  Around the house on the property he uncovered a few 

groats (4d) as well as threepenny coins – also an 1855 half sovereign.  

 

Tony also mention William Tom and John Lister who had accompanied Hargraves at the time of 

the 1851 ‘discovery’ at Ophir. Lister, he said, was buried in the Millthorpe Cemetery. 
 

Tony’s Treasures of the Turon display included coins, metal buttons with an inscription, an 1843 

3d coin, a gold half-sovereign coin, an 1817 George III silver half crown, a cricket metal belt 

buckle, 5 x 4d groat coins, Chinese cash coins, a spur, an opium tin, a number of pottery shard 

and nails. 

 

TONY READ – NOBLE’S AUCTION & NOBLE COINS 

Tony Read also brought along a display with images of gold noble coins and European 

monarchs, as well as two gold noble coins.  He had intended to talk more about gold noble coins 

from the 14th Century, but because the time was getting on, he said he would bring these along to 

the next meeting.  
 

The display coincided with the auctioning of the late Lawrie Sherwin’s gold noble coin at Noble 

Auctions on 9th November. 

 

 

 

 



 - Page  - 33 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 30 NOVEMBER 2021 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


