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The committee of the Orange Coin & 

Stamp Club wish all members & their 

families a happy and joyous 

Christmas & a prosperous New Year 

in 2023. 

 

Best wishes, too, to all of this 

Newsletter’s reader’s right around the 

eastern seaboard states. 

 
 

YOUR $5 ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP FOR 
2022-23 IS NOW 
DUE  
 

Pay at the next meeting, the monthly fair 

at the Orange Cultural Centre, or post to 

the treasurer, Howard Lyons at PO Box 

9288, Orange, 2800 

 

 

 

 

THE NEXT ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON 

THIS COMING TUESDAY, 29th 

NOVEMBER 2022.   
 

Our next meeting is at the Orange 

Cultural Centre at 7.30 on this Tuesday 

29th November 2022. 

 

 

Our next monthly coin & 

stamp mini-fair is in the Orange 

Cultural Centre is on Saturday 3rd 

December 2022 from 9 to about 1pm.  

 

 
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair are 

held in the Orange Cultural Centre 

building Sale St, Orange. It’s the 

building that used to be a school. It’s on 

the right hand side as you enter the 

Woolworths Car Park. The building is 

sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but 

entrance is from the mini-park on the 

Sale St frontage 
 

OUR NEXT CLUB ‘NIGHT’ 

MEETING AFTER THIS ONE IS ON 

TUESDAY 31st JANUARY 2023 
 

Our next night-time, monthly meeting, after 

this one, is on Tuesday 31st January 2023. 
 

The Club always meets on the last Tuesday of 

each month, except in December. 
 

The next mini-fair in the Cultural Centre, after 

the December one is on Saturday 4th February 

2022. 
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OUR 2022 SPRING FAIR WAS 

HELD ON SATURDAY 19th and 

SUNDAY 20th NOVEMBER IN THE 

ORANGE HIGH SCHOOL HALL 
 

Our 2-day Spring Fair was held on Saturday 

19th and Sunday 20th November 2022 in the 

Orange High School Hall in Woodward St. 

 

It was surprisingly successful.  

 

The week before there had been much 

trepidation. It looked like the event would need 

to be abandoned. Flooding had closed the 

Highway at Bathurst and Molong. The road to 

Parkes and Forbes was cut off. Forbes divided 

into two “islands”, separated by the flooded 

Lachlan River. The towns of Molong and 

Eugowra, not far from Orange, were literally 

destroyed on the Monday. 

 

Yet, miraculously, the rain relented and the 

highways to the north, south and east were 

opened.  Only Forbes and Condobolin 

remained isolated by the floods. The dealers 

turned up – and so did the public.  We were 

amazed at the full car park on the Saturday 

morning. The public came. 

 

 
The High School Hall was set up on the Friday 

night 

 

KIDS’ ACTIVITY TABLE 

Audrey Ferris reported being very happy with 

the kids’ involvement at this year’s Spring Fair.  

At one stage there were even four kids working 

on the table at the one time. 

 

It was the best attendance of kids for some 

years, even on the normally quiet Sunday 

afternoon. 

 

 
Audrey Ferris at the kids’ table. Kids took home 

stamps and coins  

 

SPRING FAIR RAFFLE 

First prize was the food hamper. It was won 

by Judi Binns with ticket Red B85. 
 

2nd prize was the Lions Christmas cake and 

the wine. It was won by Gerry Jeffermans 

with ticket Red C55. 
 

3rd prize was the Lions Christmas cake. It was 

won by a Mr A. Gray of Orange. 

 

 
Dave Field talks to visitors on the front desk 

while Bruce Stanford is looking after the 

raffle hamper and Steve Kay is sorting 

threepences 

 

SPRING FAIR DISPLAYS 
 

Displays were brought along by: -  

 

 Tony Read: - The Ai Khanoun Horde 

of Indian Silver Coins from AD 677. 

Large coin case. 
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 Rob Willis: - Rarely Seen & Seldom 

Owned World Banknotes, 1884 to 

1955. Large coin case/flat. 

 Rob Willis: - Japanese Invasion 

Money.  Two large coin cases/flats. 

 Derek Dolstra: - Hand-Held 

Postmarks of the 2000 Sydney 

Olympics.  9-page stamp frame.  

 Derek Dolstra: - The set of 52 

Postmarks of the 1956 Melbourne 

Olympics Sports Venues. Two stamp 

frames.  

 Col. Davidson: - Knives [Knives used 

for trade or as primitive money].  

Large coin case. 

 Col Davidson. Money Trees [money 

tree coinage]. Large coin case. 

 Audrey Ferris: - The Owl & the Pussy 

Cat.  Frame of owl & cat stamps.  

 

In lieu of what had been originally proposed 

as a new Spring Fair competition, Rob Willis 

was instead deemed as the 2022 Spring Fair’s 

Most Successful Exhibitor - mainly on the 

basis of the amount of work put into his two 

excellent displays.  

 

One reason was that the number of Club 

displays was disappointingly small.  The Club 

can now see the need to make a greater effort 

to get more of its members involved in 

preparing displays.  

 

SPRING FAIR THANKS 

Thanks to all those members who transported 

the 40-odd Club trestle tables to and from the 

Hall on the Friday night and Sunday 

afternoon. 

 

Thanks to all those members who helped on 

the front desk too. 

 

We were also thankful for the gratis publicity 

on community radio 2MCE and the coverage 

in the Central Western daily on 19th 

November.   

 

Thanks to Howard Lyons too for organising the 

TV advertising campaign on the Prime 

channels.  That cost the Club money, but it 

worked. 

 

OUR SPRING FAIR 2022 DEALERS - 

PLEASE KEEP SUPPORTING THEM 

AT EXPO 2022   

Dealers who attended our 2022 Spring Fair 

were: - 

 Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 

www.wynyardcoins.com.au  

 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) – PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 

A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044) 

Buying and Selling 
 

  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 

6362 2368, E-mail: 

howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying 

and Selling – Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  
 

 

 Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown. 

NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email – 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-

wide stamps bought and sold  

 

 Pacific Rim Coins (Chris Beusnell) 3/1 

Central Avenue, Lane Cove Ph 9418 

6493.   Website: 

www.pacificrimcoins.com.au 
 

 Pittwater Philatelic Services is in 

temporary recess as John spends 

12 months travelling around 

Australia. 

 AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) have 

moved from the Central Coast to 

the N.S.W. North Coast 

 Tony Byrne of A. Byrne Coins may 

retire next year. 
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BRUCE McALISTER OF 

WAGGA CLUB PASSED AWAY 

 

Bruce McAlister was a member of the Wagga 

Stamp & Coin Club for over thirty years having 

joined the club in April 1981. Bruce attended 

290 Wagga club meetings (the third highest) his 

last meeting being in October 2021. Bruce had 

been a school teacher by profession reaching 

school principal level at schools in the Wagga 

Wagga area. He was also a long-term member 

of Lion’s Club International taking part in many 

community events over the years. His health 

declined in rec in recent years and was residing 

at the Home of Compassion when he passed 

away on 29 October 2022. 

 

It is mentioned here, mainly because he was the 

brother of Dave McAlister, a much-appreciated 

Orange Club member, living in Cowra, who 

passed away on 16th April 2018.  

 

 
 

DATES FOR 2022 AND 2023 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 29th November 2022 at 

the Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. This is 

our last meeting for 2022.  There is no 

December meeting. 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly 

mini-fair, Saturday 3rd December 2022, 9-

12.30, Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St 

Orange.  The next mini-fair after that wil be 

on Saturday morning 4th February 2022 

 

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc.  14th 

December meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore 

Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse.  Charity 

Auction. 
 

Campbelltown Dist. Phil. Soc.  11th January 

meeting 7.30 at St Thomas Moore Church 

Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse.  Charity Auction. 

 
 

Petersham Stamp, Coin & Note Fair, 

Sunday 29th January 2023, 9-4, at 107 Crystal 

St, Petersham 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 31st January 2023 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly 

mini-fair, Saturday 4th February 2022, 9-

12.30, Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St 

Orange.   

 

Ipswich Stamp Club annual auction, 

Sunday 19th February 2023, at Showplace 

reception centre, Ipswich Showgrounds, 81 

Warwick Road, Ipswich QLD. Viewing 9-10. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 28th February 2023 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly 

mini-fair, Saturday 4th February 2022, 9-

12.30, Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St 

Orange.   
 

Queensland Philatelic Council Bazaar Day, 

26th February 2023, 8.30-3, QPC House 

Wynnum QLD 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp EXPO 2023.  2-day 

weekend show – dates to be determined. 
 

Hobart one-frame Stampshow, 19-21 May 

2023 at the Hobart Town Hall. 

 

Wagga 2-Day Coin & Stamp Show, 20 & 

21st May 2023 
 

Bendigo Stamp Fair, 5th August 2023, 9.30-

3.30 at the Prince of Wales Showground, 

Holmes Road. North Bendigo, Vic. Local & 

Melbourne stamp & coin dealers. 
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BLUE MOUNTAINS STAMP 

CLUB HAS DECIDED TO FOLD 
 

Readers of the last PHILAS News #200, 

might have noticed that the Bluie Mountains 

Stamp Club has decided to fold. 
 

 In the 1980’s and the 1990’s we had an 

arrangement with Bathurst and the Blue 

Mountains Clubs, whereby   we would hold 

Orange Expo every 3rd year and as they 

would hold their  Bathex and Mountex shows 

on  the other two years. 

 

It was always fun doing a big Orange Club 

display for these events.  Our members did 

okay, too in the individual competitive 

displays. 
 

In the end, the Blue Mountains Club members 

had physical difficulties in moving trestle 

tables and chairs for the Blackheath Mountex 

venue.  That seemed to be a major reason for 

their abandonment of three 3-Club agreement.   

 

As well as an ageing membership, another 

problem was geography. The Blue Mountains 

is spread over a length of 60km.  

 

All very sad. 

 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB 
 

Items for this newsletter need to be posted to the 

Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -PO Box 

9113, ORANGE 2800.  They can always also be 

e-mailed to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au  

Phone 63 614 872 
 

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO CASH! 

GET SOME PAGES READY FOR THE 

CLUB’S EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin needs coin and stamp pages for the next 

circuit books.    

Colin can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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Thanks to community radio 2MCE 92.3 Bathurst and 94.7 Orange for their Spring 
Fair 2022 publicity 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

The MR Roberts’ Wynyard Coins tables at Orange Spring Fair, 19 & 20 November 2022 
 

 

 

 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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Sunday 6th November 2022    
FISHER’S GHOST STAMP FAIR REPORT 
AT THE CAMPBELLTOWN CIVIC CENTRE  
 
It was with some trepidation that the Campbelltown Club hosted our first post-Covid 
Fisher's Ghost Stamp Fair.  
Yet despite having slightly fewer attendees, new council rules that greatly restricted 
our food & beverage service and no indoor dining area the day was a great success.  
In large part the success of the day was due to the club members who banded 
together to ensure that the day ran smoothly from start to finish. It was also great to 
see attendees from other clubs who came to support the event.  
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Auction viewing at the Fisher’s Ghost show. There were 2 auctions 
 

 
 

Dealers’ tables at Fishers Ghost Festival Stamp Show 
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ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB ‘S 2022 SPRING FAIR 
 

 
 

The front desk at a quiet moment at the 2022 Spring Fair, 19 November. Club 

members Dave Field, Bruce Stanford and Steve Kay chatting to Eileen 

Davidson and just-recovered, Geoff Henry.    All photo images were taken by 

Col. Davidson. 
 

 
 

Tony Read at the Club table at the 2022 Spring Fair talking to customers Kevin 

Capnerhurst and an unidentified visitor. 
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Win. Morehouse helping customers (visitors to Orange) with stamp purchases 

 

 
 

View across the Hall at Orange’s 2022 Spring Fair.  Steve Kay and Bruce 

Stanford are at the Club table on the right.  Rob. Willis and Tony Read are at the 

Club tables on the left.  Club displays occupy the 3 rows of trestle tables in the 

centre of the Hall.  
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ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB ‘S 2022 SPRING FAIR 
 

 
 

William Zhang, Eileen Davidson and an Orange visitor at Tony Byrnes Coins 

tables.   

 

 
 

Customers at Chris Beusnell’s Pacific Rim Coins tables. Chris, now 
based in Sydney, was previously a member of our Club when he lived in 
Orange. 
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THE EUGOWRA MAIL DISASTER OF 2022 

The Eugowra Rural Transaction Centre was the first of its kind in Australia when it 
was opened by The Honourable John Howard MP on 29th October 1999.  
 
The building and business is owned and operated by Eugowra Promotion & 
Progress Association (EPPA) on behalf of the Eugowra community and is managed 
through the RTC Committee. It moved into a former bank premises at 45 Broad 
Street. 

 

When it first opened in 1999, the RTC offered banking services through Reliance Bank 
and an online access point for Centrelink and Medicare. Australia Post services were 
transferred to the RTC in 2013 after the local post office was sold.  

The pre-2013 Eugowra Licenced Post Office building, shown below, was at 54 Nanima 
Street.  It had also been the Eugowra Official Post Office before 1993.  This building 
dates back to 1880.  

 
On the night of 14th November 2022 Eugowra was hit with a cloudburst that brought 
down 130mm of rain in an hour. The Mandagery Creek was unable to cope. A wall of 
water, described as an inland tsunami 2m high rushed through the town, taking 3 
lives and destroying or damaging most of Eugowra’s buildings. A wall of water came 
from nowhere moving cars and houses in its path. 100 residents needed to be 
rescued by helicopter. There was still 1 metre of water in the main streets the next 
day:- 
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, 

Damage outside the Post Office / RTC 

 

The post office section of the Rural Transaction Centre was thoroughly flooded  
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Sodden mail items remained on the floor on 19th November in the hope that they would 
dry out enough to become deliverable. 

 
 

Eugowra’s Postal Licencee points to the maximum height that the wall of water 
attained 

 
 

The former pre-2013 post office building, surprisingly, escaped being erased by the 
wall of water 
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RUSSELL GODDARD AND THE AUSTRALIAN 
ROSTRUM CONVENTION COVERS OF 1981 
 
Early in the month your editor received a letter from a former member of the Orange 
Club, Russell Goddard. He is currently a member of the Newcastle Club. Russell was a 
member of our Club from 1975 to 1986, when he moved to Gunnedah. He moved to 
Newcastle in 1988. 
 
He explained: - “During my membership of the Orange Club I was instrumental in 
preparing the first club Newsletter (date unknown).  It was later taken over by [Jack] 
Fitzsimons. In 1981 I prepared a set of pre-stamped envelopes to raise funds for the 
Rostrum Club 55 State Conference in October 1981.  The Club received a club-of-the-
year award following that conference. These envelopes were given approval by Orange 
City Council and the Orange Visitors Centre.  The illustration on the cover(s) was drawn 
by a local artist.  
 

 
 
The 33mm x 38mm pictorial postmarker was used at the temporary post office at the 
Canobolas Hotel to cancel 10,379 items.  The temporary post office only operated on 
Friday 23rd October 1981, despite the conference operating over the weekend. The 
Canobolas Hotel is only 150m from the Orange Post Office.   2,000 numbered sets of 
the three overprinted pre-stamped envelopes were produced to raise funds for the 
Rostrum Club 55. 
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Russell Goddard also attached a photocopy reproduced on the next page. It has a copy 
of a cutting from the July 1981 Stamp News about the Club’s 1981 Stamp & Coin 
Collectors Fair, and an article from a 1984 Central Western Daily paper about the Club’s 
display for the inter-Club Orange/Bathurst/Blue Mountains competition: -  
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CYPRUS CONFLICT 
 
At the October meeting, Tony Read talked about the split-up of Cyprus. 
 
The Russo-Turkish War ended the Ottoman control of Cyprus in 1878. 
Cyprus then came under the control of the British Empire with its 
conditions set out in the Cyprus Convention between the United 
Kingdom and Ottoman Empire. However, the sovereignty of the island 
continued to be maintained by the Ottoman Empire until Great Britain 
annexed the island unilaterally in 1914, after it declared war against the 
Ottomans during the First World War. Following World War I, under the 
provisions of the Lausanne Treaty, Turkey relinquished all claims and 
rights on Cyprus. 
Under British rule, the island began to enjoy a period of increased 
freedom of speech, something which allowed further development of the 
Greek Cypriots' ideas of enosis (unification with Greece). 
 
The 1960 constitution put in place a form of power-sharing, 
or consociational government, in which concessions were made to 
the Turkish Cypriots minority, including as a requirement that the vice-
president of Cyprus and at least 30% of members of parliament be 
Turkish Cypriots. Archbishop Makarios III would be the President and 
Dr. Fazıl Küçük would become vice president. One of the articles in the 
constitution was the creation of separate local municipalities so that 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots could manage their own municipalities in 
large towns. 
 
The coup staged by the Greek military junta against the elected 
government of Archbishop Makarios on 15th July 1974 served Turkey as 
a pretext to divide Cyprus.  On 20th July 1974 Turkey invaded Cyprus.  
The “illegal” Turkish invasion was carried out in two phases.  In the 2nd 
phase it occupied the northern city of Famagusta, and has occupied 
36% of the area of Cyprus ever since.  
 

 
The Turkish invasion and landing was well-organised 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus_Convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Lausanne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enosis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consociationalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_Cypriots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Makarios_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Cyprus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faz%C4%B1l_K%C3%BC%C3%A7%C3%BCk
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As a result of the Turkish military invasion and occupation, 162,000 
Greek Cypriots fled their homes and became refugees in their own 
country.  By the end of 1975 the majority of Turkish Cypriots in the 
southern part of the island were also coerced to leave their homes and 
move to Turkish occupied territory.  
 

 
 

Mail items from Greek Cyprus after 1964 often expressed indignation at 
the Turkish “invasion”. 
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20,000 Greek Cypriots and Christian Maronites decided to not leave 
their homes in northern Cyprus.  Most of these who remained, mainly on 
the Karpesia Peninsular, were gradually forced to abandon the area.   
Greek Cypriots complain that since 1974 Turkey has had a policy of 
mass transfer of 160,000 Turks to occupy former Greek Cypriot farms 
and houses to unsure the ”Turkification” of northern Cyprus. They also 
complain that the number of Turkish soldiers and settlers is greater than 
the original number of Turkish Cypriots. 

 

 
 

This Cyprus Post Office cover has the hand-stamp “HALF THR PEOPLE 
OF CYPRUS / BECAME REFUGEES AND HOMELESS” 
 
On 15th November 1983 the occupying Turks proclaimed a Turkish 
Republic of Republic of Northern Cyprus, despite the United Nations 
Security Council declaring it invalid.  
 

Early in 1964 the United Nations set up the United Nations 
Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus, or UNFICYYP, to prevent further fighting 
between the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities. After the 
hostilities of 1974, the Council has mandated the Force to perform 
certain additional functions. 
 

In the absence of a political settlement to the Cyprus problem, UNFICYP 
has remained on the island to supervise ceasefire lines, maintain a 
buffer zone, undertake humanitarian activities and support the good 
offices mission of the Secretary-General.  The deployed number of 
personnel in 2022 was 1,013. 
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Australian peacekeepers served in military, civilian and policing roles in 
Cyprus, from 1964 to 2021. Australia withdrew its police contingent from 
the force in 2017 and ended its military commitment in 2021. This 
concluded Australia's 57 years of service as United Nations (UN) 
peacekeepers in Cyprus 
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The Australian Federal Police contingents have a final parade in Cyprus in 
2021. The Police contingent also at various times included personnel from 
New South Wales and Queensland. 
 

 
 

No-man’s land, or the buffer zone, between the two Cyprus’s 
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In Cyprus the Australian Police Contingent used the British Army’s Forces 
Post Office mail network and U.K. stamps.   For security reasons they 
tended not to use Cyprus Post.   
 

 
 

This postcard was sent by a member of the British Army from PFPO 53 to 
an address in Scotland using the BFPO system and UK stamps 
 
After declaring the Republic in 1983 the Northern Cyprus postal service 
was established and is run by TRNC Postal Office which has 34 branches 
in the main towns. 
 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER 29TH NOVEMBER 2022 

25 | P a g e  
 

It is interesting to note that if you send a letter from abroad, say from 
Australia, all letters are addressed:- via Mersin 10, Turkey.  If you include 
the word Cyprus in the address, it goes to the southern Cyprus, and gets 
sent on (slowly) to the Republic of Northern Cyprus (via Europe). 
 

North Cyprus has yellow post boxes – former red British colonial-era ones 
now painted yellow:-  

 
 
Most still retain “G R” of “E II R” logo. 
 
 

 
 

North Cyprus cover commeorating 50 years of separation 
 
For the southern Greek part of Cyprus the mail is handled by CCyprus 
Postal Services, or Cyprus Post. It is the government-operated Post Office.   
Again, the legacy of British colonial rule is the use of pillar boxes (mail 
boxes) with the initials of the British monarch, which after independence 
were painted yellow. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_Colony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pillar_box
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_monarch
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It is now possible to send mail between the two “countries” that now form 
Cyprus, but not directly. 

 

The first postage stamps marked Cyprus were British 
stamps overprinted CYPRUS from 1880.  

The first postage stamps produced specifically for use in Cyprus, rather 
than being overprinted British stamps, were issued on 1 July 1881. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postage_stamp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overprint
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ON THE TRAIL OF CALLANDOON 

If you have a “74” rays obliterator on an imperforate New South Wales 2d 
‘diadem’ stamp from Callandoon it is hard to find anything much about it.  It is 
even harder because Callandoon became part of Queensland on 6th June 
1859. And the post office closed in 1861. 

 

Callandoon, however, is currently a recognised rural locality, whose “centre” 
is 19km west of Goondiwindi.  Its southern boundary is the Macintyre River, 
which forms the New South Wales Border. The northern boundary is the 
Barwon Highway and the former South Western Railway.  In the 2016 
census, Callandoon had a population of 33 people. 

 

It probably never was a town as we know it, just a settlement around the 
Callandoon pastoral run.  It was established in the mid-1840s by the 
prominent colonial capitalist and New South Wales politician Augustus 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_Australian_census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_Australian_census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustus_Morris
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Morris. At its maximum extent it was 40,500ha.  Joan Frew (1981) 
commented that ‘the homestead area was actually a small town that 
disappeared as the run was cut up for closer settlement”. 

Strong Aboriginal resistance to the British occupancy of their lands in the 
area induced Morris and other prominent landholders such as William 
Wentworth to organise a Native Police force to crush the indigenous 
recalcitrance. Frederick Walker was the first Commandant of this force and 
through violent and coercive measures, he was able to place the area under 
British control by 1850.   Callandoon became the “headquarters” of the 
infamous Native Police until 1853. Their role seemed largely to “clear” 
Aboriginal peoples from useful grazing land. They were implicated in a 
number of massacres. 

 

Although in decline by the mid-1860’s the Queensland Treasurer announced 
in the Brisbane Courier of 17th January 1865 that the main “road from 
Drayton to Callandoon is much improved; several bridges and side-cuttings 
having been recently made, where they have long been required. 

Later controversy came with the employment of Polynesian labourers on 
Callandoon Sation in 1870. A Goondiwindi resident was appalled and wrote 
to the Brisbane Courier in a letter published on 21st May.  J. McDonnell, 
Immigration agent replied in the Brisbane Courier in a letter dated 31st May 
1870 and published on 9th June 1870.  He said he visited Callandoon 
yesterday and “thoroughly inspected the men and their accommodation”.  

“I have to report that these men (10 in number) are very comfortably housed, 
with comfortable bunks, abundance of blankets, and in some cases with 
mattresses. …They had sufficient clothing, and apparently as much food as 
they can eat”.  

The Brisbane Courier of 14 February 1876 later announced that “several 
Kanakas have arrived for Callandoon, but three died on their way. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustus_Morris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Wentworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Wentworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Police
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Walker_(native_police_commandant)
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The Callandoon Post Office opened at the station on 19th January 1850.    
Mail came on horseback from Drayton, now a Toowoomba suburb, 220km to 
the east.  

In 1857 the postmaster was Alexander McDonald, the station manager. From 
1 April 1860, the postmaster was William Elliott, who had bought land in the 
area in August 1859.  This first Callandoon post office closed in 1861.  

It re-opened in 1915, but closed again in the early 1920’s.   The writer 
suspects that this second post office was at the Callandoon North Railway 
Station. There were never any post office or receiving office listed for 
“Callandoon North”.  

This 2nd Callandoon Post Office also operated as a Telephone Office from 
1915 to 1956.    

Dell and Price (2017) were not able to record the use of date-stamps for the 
2nd Callandoon Post Office.  

The Callandoon North Railway Sation was 4km north of the Callandoon 
Homestead.  The South Western line had opened from Goondiwindi as far 
as Thane on 1 July 1904 and was completed to Dirranbandi on 21 May 1913.  
The South Western Mail train was introduced as a twice weekly service on 
this line in 1910.   Callandoon North Railway Station had no grain silos and 
was closed by the 1970’s.   It is suspected it was un-manned from the 1920’s.  

 

The first train on the Thane extension in 1903 

A Callandoon Provisional School opened on 1893 and closed on 1893, 
operating for only a few months.  

Callandoon was thoroughly overshadowed in the 1860’s by nearby 
Goondiwindi. Goondiwindi’s name was derived from the Gundawindi pastoral 
run (c1838). The Gundawindi, Callandoon and Umbercollie pastoral runs had 
a common boundary point, which became a stopping place for teamsters. A 
rudimentary settlement arose, and in 1858 a township was surveyed, with the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thane,_Queensland
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first town blocks auctioned the following year. A court house (1862) and a 
public school (1864) confirmed the town's emergence as a place of 
settlement. A border customs house was opened at about this time.   

Callandoon had no easy crossing place across the Macintyre River – so it 
was not a place where a border customs post might be set up.  

A Post Office opened at Goondiwindi in late1861, just as the Callandoon Post 
Office closed down.  In anticipation, a postmaster may have been appointed 
for Goondiwindi in 1860.  

The Brisbane Courier of 2 April 1925 reported an accident with fatal results 
that occurred on the Callandoon Road.  It was headlined: - “MAILMAN 
KILLED – HORSE FALLS OVER EMBABKMENT”.  Archie Choice, “a young 
man”, was thrown from a horse and killed instantly, his back being broken.  “It 
appears that Choice, who runs a horse mail, was riding one horse and 
leading another, and when passing a motor car, the horse he was riding 
shied close to an embankment, over which the horse toppled, falling on the 
rider. He was about 30 years old, and was married, with one child.”    This 
was in the period after the 2nd Callandoon Post Office had just closed and the 
rider would have been on a weekly rural delivery run.  

Callandoon in 2022 remains a prosperous irrigation grain-farming area. 

 

Farm buildings and granary at the South Callandoon property 
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Callandoon Station homestead circa-1917.  Callandoon had been extensively 
sub-divided in 1910. 

 

 

 

The Callandoon “Pioneers” Cemetery is listed as a tourist site by the 
Goondiwindi Regional Council 

………………………………………………………………………………… 
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SOME FRACTIONAL BANKNOTES & MORE 
 
This topic was introduced by Rob. Willis at the October 2022 meeting 
 

88cents 
Number 88 symbolizes fortune and good luck in Chinese culture, since the word 8 sounds 

similar to the word fā (發, which implies 發財, or wealth, in Mandarin or Cantonese). The 

number 8 is considered to be the luckiest number in Chinese culture 
 

 
 

On 8 August 2022, the Fiji 88 cents numismatic banknote was made available for 
purchase locally and abroad as collector’s item. It is legal tender in the Republic of Fiji and 
exchangeable at the Reserve Bank of Fiji; and as it is limited in quantity i.e. only 3.6 
million pieces, the banknote has significant collector’s value and numismatic significance. 
It wasn’t meant for general circulation, but hopefully for sales to collectors in the Chinese-
speaking world. 
 
The Chinese God of Wealth, the subject of this banknote, is a popular god in Chinese 
culture, who blesses people with good luck, happiness and prosperity 
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The front design of this banknote features a hibiscus flower, the Coat of Arms of Fiji, the 
denominational value and the signature of the Governor of the Bank. The front design of the 
banknote also has fluorescent features, intaglio printing and Optically Variable Ink (OVI) which 
is embossed on the hibiscus flower. Further, there is a multi-tonal watermark of the hibiscus 
flower and the denomination towards the left of the banknote.    
The reverse design predominantly features elements of Chinese customs, the God of Wealth, 
and a money tree along with various lucky coins, and the RBF Logo. The reverse design has 
bold multi-colour fluorescent features and Pure Image(TM) thread that has both movement 
effects and holographic colours. Further, there is an iridescent band of various shiny gold 
coins and diamonds running across the banknote from top to bottom. The bespoke serial 
numbering features various prefixes and numbering sequences. 
 

CANADA 25c BANKNOTE “SHINPLASTERS” 
The term shinplaster was originally a piece of paper soldiers put inside their boots to cushion 
their shins against chafing and rash (see plaster). Common, low-denomination notes, 
perceived as almost worthless compared to hard currency such as gold and silver, came to 
be known by this term. 

Shinplasters circulated in the United States from 1861 to 1869, during the Civil War and 
the years of reconstruction. Since much of the coins were sold to Canada by brokers and 
melted or sent to England for melt, Canada was overloaded with American coinage that 
began to be preferred as a circulation currency. The Minister of Finance decided to buy 
the American currencies at a very favourable rate, as they struck their replacement 
coinage in England, and they shipped these coins to New York to solve their problems.  

At the same time, the government fixed the exchange rate from American to Canadian 
coinage at 80% to discourage the import of more coinage. It worked. To help with the 
shortages, the Canadian Government issued in 1870 notes in the value of $0.25c as a 
single note value. They printed 2,000,000 of these notes. In 1871, they Printed another 
3,000,000 $0.25c notes of Series B to continue to fill this void and prevent American coins 
from coming back. From 1869 until the 1890s they printed 300,000 $.25 notes with no 
plate number on it.  

 

 

The Government of the Dominion was able to fix the problem caused by the importation 
and commerce created by American coinage imported into Canada. They printed an 
additional $0.25 notes with no plate number. This ended the importation and Canadians 
used Canadian notes to fuel their economy 

 

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/shin#Noun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adhesive_bandage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hard_currency
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In 1900 Canada issued another 25c banknote:-  
 

 
The 25c value was issued again in 1923:-  

 

 
They were not very big 
 
 

LUCKY 7 
Lucky number 7 is even the basis for many myths and folklore. Ancient beliefs from around 
the world believed that the seventh son of the seventh son would be gifted with magical 
powers (both good and evil).  
Fiji decided to celebrate its Rugby Sevens team with a blue $7 banknote, issued in April 
2017:-  
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A “yellowish” coloured $7 banknote was also issued in 2022. This was printed in Australia by 
the Reserve Bank:-  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 


