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The

Our Club’s 56th Year

27 OCTOBER 2020
ISSUE #222

THE CLUB MEETS AGAIN THIS TUESDAY
NIGHT, 27** OCTOBER 2020

Audrey Ferris at the kid’s activities table at our 2011 Spring Fair. Audrey
has provided outstanding service to the Orange Coin and Stamp Club
Inc as Youth Co-ordinator since 2006. Her activities have had to be

suspended in the interim because of the Coronavirus threat in schools.
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Conditions of Use Statement for the Orange Cultural Centre: -

D20/34948 Q/_}/ ORANGE
2.~ CITY COUNCIL

COVID-19 - ORANGE CITY COUNCIL HIRER CONDITIONS OF USE

The Australian and NSW Governments have provided information regarding the use of
community centres and halls to ensure safety for communities and individuals.

The following conditions of use must be adhered to by all hirers and attendees of Orange City
Council venues from 22 June 2020 until further notice. Failure to comply with these conditions
may result in the cancellation of future bookings.

1. Each room will have a maximum capacity sign located near the entry door and provided
to hirers. The maximum capacity must be adhered to. This figure has been developed
using the one person per four square metre rule, however all indoor group activities
must be limited to a cap of 20 participants.

2. Where the room capacity is over 20 people due to size, the maximum number of 20
participants still applies (plus the facilitator/instructor and any assistants).

3 Advise participants that if they have any cold or flu symptoms they must not attend
activities or enter the building.

4, Ensure any spectators comply with the 1.5 metres physical distancing, unless they are
people who live in the same household.

5L Reduce crowding and use physical distancing of 1.5 metres when people are queuing.

6. Keep a record of name and mobile phone number or email for all staff, volunteers and

attendees by providing a sign in sheet for all activities.

7 Use the provided disinfectant on tables, chairs and kitchen facilities before and after
use of the venue, and more often when high-intensity cardio classes are conducted.
Wash tableware and cutlery with provided detergent and hot water after use.

8. Use hand sanitiser and correct hand washing practises on a regular basis. Hand hygiene
kits will be provided when picking up keys.

9 If serving food buffet style designate a restricted number of people serving and
practice correct hand hygiene before and after service.

10.  Arrange tables and seating to support 1.5 metres of distance between people. Gloves
must be worn when moving furniture, and hands washed with soap and water after
afterwards.

11.  Ensure activities, including sports and exercise, are non-contact as much as is practical.

12.  Persons who do not adhere to these conditions, demonstrate and symptoms of illness
in line with COVID-19, or have knowingly been in contact with a person suspected of
having COVID-19, will be requested to leave Council premises.

13. It is the responsibility of all members of the community to adhere to COVID safe
strategies and social distancing.

Nick Redmond
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMERCIAL SERVICES

We may have to live with COVID-19 for months or years. Let's not deny it or
panic. Let's not make our lives useless. Let's learn to live with this fact.
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OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING
IS ON TUESDAY 27

The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St

The Club’s next monthly meeting is on
next Tuesday night, the 27" October 2020
at the Orange Cultural Centre.

The monthly coin & stamp mini-fair is in
the Orange Cultural Centre is on Saturday
7" September from 9 to 1.

It’s in Sale St, Orange. It’s the building
that used to be a school. It’s on the right
hand side as you enter the Woolworths Car
Park. The building is sort of opposite
Harris Farm Market, but entrance is from
the mini-park on the Sale St frontage.

OUR 2020 SPRING FAIR
FOR 14 & 15 NOVEMBER IS
DEFINITELY CANCELLED

Our 2020 Spring Fair scheduled to take
place on the weekend of Saturday 14th &
Sunday 15" November 2020 has definitely
been cancelled.

Howard Lyons has written:-

“It is regret that after some deliberation the
Club had decided not to proceed with this
year’s “Spring Fair” set to have taken place at
the Orange High School on the weekend of
November 14"/15%.°

“This decision was reached after several
discussions were had with the school who
were very co-operative, however, when
everything was taken into account with the
restrictions applied with Covid 19 virus it was
determined that this fair was no longer a viable

« event for the Club.’

~~5 ‘As much as we would of all liked to have
&4 another fair the potential risks involved not

only to club members but also the members of

,_ the public must be taken into account and does
@ not make it possible at this time The good

news is that we are now in preparation for our

. 3 Expo 2021 which is scheduled and hopefully
| will take place in April next year ... More

about this later.’

‘If anyone has a question or needs further
information, please contact me by email and |
will do my best to help you out.”

‘Howard. (Orange Stamps and Coins)
Treasurer/Publicity Officer
Orange Coin and Stamp Club.”

OUR ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING WAS HELD ON
TUESDAY 29" SEPTEMBER
2020

The deferred annual general meeting was e
held immediately after the Tuesday 29"
September 2020 monthly meeting.

At that meeting the following positions were
elected (or re-elected): -

President Tony Read
Vice-president Graham Doherty
Treasurer Howard Lyons
Secretary Derek Dolstra

Members of committee
Kevin Capnerhurst

Ray Norman

Rob Willis

Graham Doherty
Past president Col Davidson
Properties Howard Lyons
Publicity Howard Lyons
Circuit Book Colin Richardson
Newsletter Derek Dolstra
Auctioneer — coin Col Davidson
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Auctioneer — stamp ~ Ray Norman

Auction Runner Gerty Jeffermans
Youth Develop’t Audrey Ferris
Librarian Dave Field
Resources Officer Geoft Henry

The audited annual accounts were approved
and the Annual Statement was lodged on 1*
October at a cost of $47.

At the meeting annual membership fee was
discussed, as we do every year.

It was decided, because of the “short” Club
year to make the annual membership fee, for
this coming year only, $5.

YOUR $5 ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP FOR
2020-21 BECAME DUE
AFTER THE 29*"
SEPTEMBER 2020
A.G.M

Pay at the next meeting, the monthly fair at
the Orange Cultural Centre, or post to the
treasurer, Howard Lyons at PO Box 9288,
Orange, 2800

Orange Spring Fair 2019
participating dealers -
please continue to
support them:-

Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney,
2000 Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax
(02)9290 3710
WWW.wynyardcoins.com.au

A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from
Canberra) — PO Box 53, MITCHELL,
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)
Buying and Selling

Orange Stamps & Coins
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288,
Orange, 2800;

Mobile 0427 107 554
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com
Buying and Selling - Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

Phil & Win Morehouse,
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707
4087, Email-
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au.
World-wide stamps bought and sold

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of
Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760.
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
Buying & selling World stamps

DATES FOR 2020 & FOR
2021

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
meeting, 7.30pm Tuesday 27" October
2020, Orange Cultural Centre

ANDA Sydney Money Show, 24 & 25
October 2020, Lower Town Hall, Sydney

Perth Stamp & Coin Fair 30 October-1
November 2020.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular
monthly fair at the Orange Cultural
Centre, Saturday 7" November 2020, 9-1

Campbelltown Club meeting, 7pm, 11t
November 2020, lan Dolstra
displays Ladies with attitude —
early female aviators. New venue
is the Campbelltown Senior
Citizens' Hall, Queen Street,
Campbelltown (entry via the
underpass in Broughton Street

Hobart Stamp Show010: National One
Frame Exhibition 13-15 November, 2020.
Hobart Town Hall has been
CANCELLED
hobartstampshow2020.com.au

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s 2020
Spring Fair, 14 & 15 November 2020

HAS BEEN CANCELLED. See
story page 3.


http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
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PHILAS Auction#136, Part 2, Saturday
14™ November 2020, BUT NO ROOM
BIDDING

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 21 & 22
November 2020, Sturt Primary School,
White Avenue, Karingal, Wagga, HAS

BEEN CANCELLED

At the October monthly meeting, Wagga members
voted to cancel the fair to be held on November 21
&22.

“It was simply too difficult to comply with Covid
rules and restrictions and any fine would impact
club viability.”

SCDAA Petersham Stamp, Coin &
Banknote Fair, Petersham Town
Hall, 29 November 2020. SCDAA

Petersham Fair has been
CANCELLED

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural
Centre, Saturday 24" November 2020, our
last meeting for 2020.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club regular
monthly fair at the Orange Cultural
Centre, Saturday 5" December 2020, 9-1.
No more after this till early February 2021

Campbelltown Club meeting, 7pm, 9t
December 2020. Christmas
charity auction. New venue is the

Campbelltown Senior Citizens' Hall,
Queen Street, Campbelltown (entry via
the underpass in Broughton Street)

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly

meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural
Centre, Tuesday 26" January 2021. Yes,
it’s Australia day too!

PHILAS Open Day, 13" February 2021
at PHILAS House.

PHILAS Auction, 13 March 2021 at
PHILAS House, Darlinghurst.

The 2021 Orange Coin & Stamp
Expo, is tentatively planned for 10 &
11 April 2021 at the Orange High
School Hall.

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 15-16 May
2021, Sturt Primary School, White
Avenue, Karingal, Wagga

PHILAS Auction, 10 July 2021 at
PHILAS House, Darlinghurst.

Toowoomba National One-Frame
Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition

Date changed from 2-4
October 2020 to Friday 21
October to Sunday 23 October
2021 Newcastle Showground
Exhibition Centre, Broadmeadow

PHILAS AUCTION #136:
SMALL-LOTS ON 14"
NOVEMBER 2020

Auction #136, will be in two parts: the box
lots only auction which has been
completed, and the small-lots auction
closing on Saturday 14 November.

There will be no room bidding. Bids

must be submitted by post, by email or by
telephoning (02) 9264 8301 (Tuesdays &
Saturdays) or (02) 9264 8406 (recorded
answer phone).

A list of the small-lots is available on the
PHILAS website and will be available at
the meeting.

Viewing for Part 2 of Auction 136:
Viewing of lots will be by appointment
only on the following days: -
9 From 10.00 am to 4.00 pm on:
Saturday 7 & Sunday 8 November,
1 Wednesday 11 and Thursday 12
Nov.
1 From 10.00 am to 3.00 pm on:
Friday 13 November.

Viewers must wear masks and
gloves while handling the lots.

Placing bids:

There will be no room bidding. Bids must
be submitted on the form sent out with the
list of lots or printed off from the links
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below. Completed bidding forms may be
mailed to PHILAS, or
scanned and attached to an email sent to:

auction@philas.org.au

9 or telephone (02) 9264 8301
(Tuesdays & Saturdays)

9 or (02) 9264 8406 to record a
message.

Bids will be accepted up to 3.00 pm
on Friday 13 November.

OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK

Colin Richardson advises that circuit book is
doing its rounds. Book #91 has just
commenced its rounds.

At the 29" September 2020 monthly
meeting Colin said he had a number of
proposals.

The first was to have only one book
circulating at a time.

His second proposal was that he wondered
how many of the club members would be
interested in the idea of a club Facebook
group, where members can post
stamps/coins that they wish to sell. Col
said he would be prepared to manage it
(admin). Given that the newsletter gets
emailed to most of our members, most

must have internet access. It might be an
easier option, he said, than creating circuit
book sheets.

Col Richardson suggested we set up a
limited & controlled access, private
Facebook group — whose members could
post up to 3 items a day- especially for
stamps. You would have to scan your own
lots.

The Circuit Book would still keep going.

Another attempt would be made to launch
the coin “circuit book™.

Colin can be contacted direct at

Email: ptilinopusl@bigpond.com

Ph: 63690634

A blank circuit book page is at the back of
this newsletter. Make a copy and start your
selling.

ITEMS FOR THIS
NEWSLETTER AND
CORRESPONDENCE TO
THE CLUB

Items for this newsletter could be posted to
the Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -
PO Box 324 ORANGE 2800
Better still you could e-mailed to: -
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au

-Or phone 63 614 873.

M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au

Whether you want advice or can't find what you're looking for, contact us. We have a wide array of
collectables in our store and our friendly team will be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299
2047, or send an email to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or shop on-line.

Regular Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday & Public Holiday i CLOSED


mailto:auction@philas.org.au
mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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This image was featured on the back of M.R. Roberts’ [
R. ts” Wyn ’
October 2020 NUMISNEWS. ynyard Coln Centee'
Apparently because of its blue and orange colour scheme i [
: | e it proved to be easil
forge_zd ano_l was withdrawn from circulation after little more than a year. Todaz a
specimen in reasonable condition could fetch in excess of $60,000.

(1914) COLLINS/ALLEN |
RAINBOW EMERGENCY POUND

This note was an interim emergency issue, printed at the Government
Printing Office by the Government Stamp Printer, to meet the large demand
for banknotes generated during the early years of World War . It was known
as the 'rainbow note' because of the colours in the design which merged
from light blue ends through green to bright orange n the centre of the front.

'No' ommited, first prefix and suffix "E", R.20bf.
(Catalogue Value $18,000-VG)

A FEW TINY HOLES FROM FOLDS, nFINE $10,000.00
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PITTWATER
PHILATELIC SERVICE

We carry Australia’s largest world-wide stamp
stock. We visit Orange twice a year—your
opportunity to see our vast stock in the Central
West!
www.ozemail.com.au/~pittwaterstamps/

The largest range of internet price lists in the southern
hemisphere.

AN Fi lity st A
'y(f yg ne quality stamps o O

Lo Australia, States, NZ, Lo
GB & the world. 3
&

PO Box 259, Newport Beach. NSW. 2106.
Ph: (0412) 904-295
pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
Make an appointment visit our offices at
Shop 18, 331-335 Barrenjoey Road, Newport Beach. NSW.

STAMP & COIN DEALERS ASSOCIATION

OF AUSTRALASIA (Inc.)
Established 1970

AUSTRALASIA

Vale Elaine Pearson.

The Stamp and Coin Dealers Association of Australasia extends to John &
Tracey Pearson, Linda Johnston & Peter Wallace and their families our deepest
condolences on the recent death of John & Linda's Mother Elaine Pearson.

Elaine was a stamp collector and a number of SCDAA Members would have met her as
she bought from across the trade in Sydney.

Elaine’s funeral was on Thursday 8 October at Macquarie Park crematorium -

Sincerely

Ken Pullen for the Committee.
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ORANGE STAMPS AND COINS

P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 2800
Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com
Ebay store: http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins

fideal Christmas Gifto

2020 Unique Christmas pop-out 50 cent coin decoration featuring golden
wattle flower emblem.  RRP $10-00

AC/DC - 7Coin Collection (only a few left - $110-) featuring:

1 2020 20c Coloured Uncirculated Coin — 45" Anniversary of the Australian release of
(single) High VWoltage

T 2020 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of the Australian release
(album) T.N.T

T 2020 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of (album) Back in Black

T 2020 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 35th Anniversary of (aloum) Ballbreaker

2021 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of (alboum) Dirty Deeds Done
Dirt Cheap

2021 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of (aloum) For Those About
to Rock We Salute You

2021 20c coloured uncirculated Commemorative coin.

1 Also sold as individual coins at $15-00 each with exception of the coloured
commemorative coin which is only available in the box set.



http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
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Orange Stamps & Coins - 2

2021 AC/DC - $1 Silver Frosted Uncirculated Coin - RRP $90-00

2020 Australia - 60 Years of Supercars — 50 cent 9 coin
collection in tin.

RRP - $145-00 - Pre-order sale — Delivery not until mid-November

Individual coins available at $15-00 — Contact me for details if more information
is required
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Orange Stamps & Coins - 3

All of the following are due for release on October 29%..............
And some are currently under embargo - which prevents any

photos being displayed

2020 Coloured $2 Firefighters coin — available in
Uncirculated C mintmark folder , Circulating coin in card,

also Circulating coins in RAM roll. (RAM rolls will not be available until late November
due to manufacturing problem).

2021 Six coin Proof and Uncirculated Year Sets. (No stock available
as yet, due to arrive mid-November)

2021 Six coin Baby Proof and Baby Uncirculated Year Sets.
(Available for purchase by pre-sale now with delivery not expected until mid-November)
Baby Proof $130 - Baby Unc set $45-

NO PHOTOS JUST YET - SORRY

However, | will have the fire-fighters coin available from October 29™
and at the Orange Cultural Centre on November 7%,

Place an order via email or telephone. Payment can be made by PayPal or
credit card. Postage costs kept to a minimum.

We are only a phone call away......02 6362 2368 (please leave message)

Shop direct on my EBay store - http://Stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins



http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
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ANCELLED

ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB Inc.

SHRING FAIR 2020

SATURDAY - 14th November, 2020

9am to 4pm

SUNDAY - 15" November, 2020

9am to 3pm

Was to be at the Orange High School
Woodward Street, Orange

Howard Lyons has written:-

“It is regret that after some deliberation the Club had decided not to proceed with this year’s
“Spring Fair” set to have taken place at the Orange High School on the weekend of
November <14"/15".’

“This decision was reached after several discussions were had with the school who were very
co-operative, however, when everything was taken into account with the restrictions applied
with Covid 19 virus it was determined that this fair was no longer a viable event for the
Club.

‘As much as we would of all liked to have another fair the potential risks involved not only to
club members but also the members of the public must be taken into account and does not
make it possible at this time The good news is that we are now in preparation for our Expo
2021 which is scheduled and hopefully will take place in April next year ... More about this
later.’
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From Peter Simpfendorfer of the Wagga Stamp Club:-
BLAST FROM THE PAST No 8withi Si mpy o
All items sourced from back copies of Stamp News.

June 1977: Page 4 announced a Philas plan to raise $80,000 from overprinted Stamp Week sheets.
Funds raised were to be used towards the purchase of
be overprinted in the margins and sold for $5 each).

Tamworth Philatelic Society won the Stamp News Grand Trophy for the Most Active Philatelic Society,
scoring 88 points out of a possible 100. There were a record 41 entries.

Stamp News was also running a Stamp Design Competition for juniors with $3,000 prizes to be won.

The Birth of a Philatelic Society was an interesting article reproduced with permission from The Stamp
Magazine of Croydon, England and penned by JHD Nicholson.

July 1977: Cinderella Corner included detailed information on Queensland Beer Duty Stamps.

September 1979: The editor, Bill Hornadge, penned a four-page article titled “Antarctic Flights Spawn
Philatelic Items” and contained several illustrations.

Cinderella Corner covered items such as Departure Tax Stamps, Sydney Bus Coupons, Queensland
Revenues and Nagaland (a small mountainous territory on the Indian frontier with Burma).

March 1980: This bumper edition comprised 200 pages. Feature articles included Norfolk Island Postal
History, Forgeries of Pitcairn Island Specimen Stamps and The Non-Collector as a Stamp Investor.

May 1983: Bill Hornadge penned his last editorial as Stamp News owned by Review Publications Pty Ltd
had been sold to Macquarie Publications Pty Ltd. Bill had been editor for 29 years and Brian Moore was
the new editor.

Bi |l also had an articleveirshbed nEUnuds nagl d&t amp sCodii ae c
to 2 March on the P&O liner S.S. Canberra around the South Pacific that included the making of a movie
film promoting philately.

Monty Wedd was the illustrator for various anecdotes in Stamp News. In this edition it was about the Battle
of Hastings (England) in 1066 when William the Conqueror led the Normans to defeat King Harold who
was leading the Saxons. King Harold was killed when a Norman arrow pierced his right eye!

Cinderella Corner advised the Cinderella Club of Australia will stage its first auction of Cinderella material
at Philas House in June.

The Society News column reported the following office bearers for the Wagga Stamp Club following their
AGM: President Jim Eldridge, Vice President Bernard Young, Secretary Cynthia Collison, Treasurer Neil
Dallinger (Neil is the clubs first Life Member and still an active club member).

July1984:iGossi p by Onlookero suggested a method for soaki
method is not recommended by me).

An Essay Competition in conjunction with AUSIPEX 684 s
AFree P&O StoaTpo !Cor ui s e

Other articles included: Postal History in the Pacific Prior to 1850, Nauru i Stamp and Postal History, The
Kingdom of Tonga, Collect Cook Island Stamps, A History & Postal History i Papua New Guinea, Collect
Fijian Stamps Part One and Collect Samoan Stamps Part One. It was certainly all about the Pacific
islands.

Another ongoing columnwasti t | ed ABEGI NNERS START HEREO with Ron Da\
NSW Public Works Department back in the 19606s.

Therewasalsoatwo-page item titled APostcard Cornerdo by David
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IVORY, PLASTIC & METAL COINS FROM THE
COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS

Between 1831 and 1857, the Cocos Islands were a private fiefdom ruled by the Clunies-
Ross family. The family had complete control with no written laws or political parties, but
maintained close ties with England. The islands were populated by about 30 Europeans
and 170 people from the East Indies and the Cape of Good Hope. All non-Europeans
wor ked at the plantation and were paid with f
redeemed at the Clunies-Ross family store. In 1854 John Clunies-Ross died and control
was passed to his son John George (1823-1871, Ross II).

The Cocos Islands became a British protectorate in 1857 due to a navigational error. In
1886 Queen Victoria granted control to the Clunies-Ross family, who had proclaimed
their islands a kingdom with themselves as monarchs (this title was not recognized by
Britain or Australia). The population of the islands settled at around 500, mostly Malays
employed in the Clunies-Ross business.

A cable communications station on Direction Island made the Cocos Islands an

important strategic location in both world wars. The Battle of Cocos in 1914 was one of

Worl d War 16s first naval encounter s, and Gr e
World War Il

In 1903 the islands were annexed to the British colony of the Straits Settlements and
incorporated into the colony of Singapore, remaining so until 1955 at which time Cocos
citizens were given a choice of how to be governed and decided overwhelmingly to
become an overseas territory of Australia. In 1978, under increasing pressure, Ross V
relinquished his title.

In 1910 John Sidney Clunies-Ross (Ross 1V, 1868-1 944) became Governor |
and in 1913 he issued a famous series of tokens. They were produced in seven
denominations: 5 rupees (1,000 produced), 2 rupees (1,000), 1 rupee (2,000), 50 cents
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(2,000), 25 cents (5,000), 10 cents (5,000) and 5 cents (5,000). The tokens were made
from fAplastic ivoryo or fAivorinemakerand manuf e

Each denominati ono6s o bofteerskhred with&KBELING ECO% he ar nm
ISLANDS around, PRO PATRIA (for the fatherland) below and 1910 7 the year Ross

IV gained power. Each reverse includes the denomination, a serial number, the

authorizing inscription J. S. CLUNIES ROSS, and 19137 the year of issue.

The tokens were a variety of shapes including circles, ovals, squares and octagons.

These unusual shapes and material served a purpose: Ross IV followed in his great-
grandfatherdéds footsteps to create a closed e
islanders who worked at his plantation and store from buying firearms, alcohol or

other goods from passing ships. The tokens continued in circulation until 1955, when

they were demonetises when the Cocos Islands became an Australian territory.

They were only ever really valid in the Clunies-Ross Store. They forced Clunies-

Ross employees to spend their wages in the shop. For a long time the Clunies-Ross

family had been accused of abusing the Malay
a trucking system which was illegal almost everywhere else. Their status should

probably not be that of coin but dAplantation
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In 1968 the Cluniess-Ross family produced a set of plast:i
Their only use seems to have been in the Clunies-Ross household, where they were
used for Ainternal accountingo. They coul d

Wynyard coins advertised this plastic 1968 coin set for $2,750.00:-
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In 1977 the Clunies-Ross family organises a metal currency that was minted in
Switzerland. They produced $100,000 value of coins. It was a move meant to
circumvent the Australian Government introducing its currency to the Cocos Islands.
These coins featured an effigy of the original Clunie-Ross V sorrounded by a wreath on
one side and an effigy of a palm tree on a seashore on the other side. Boxed and
numbered sets were prepared for collectors.
The coins were:-
1 5c, 10c, 25c and 50c in bronze;
1 1,2, and 5 Rupees in copper-nickel, and,
1 10 Rupees (6¥2grams), 25 Rupees (16%4grams) in 925 silver. 4000 Proof and
6,000 uncirculated coins were produced, and
1 150 Rupees in gold (8.48gram coins). The 1stissue in 750 gold included
2,000 Proof and 2,000 uncirculated coins. Apparently almost all of the
uncirculated 150 Rupee coins were stolen with only 250 recovered. The 2™
issue in 925 gold included 2,000 Proof and 2,000 uncirculated coins.
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This sereis of coins were effectively fantasies. The Clunie-Ross family at that time held
no official position in the Australian External Territory.

The next sereis of coins were issued in 2004. The Cocos (Keeling) Island Shire
Council signed a contract with a firm in the Unites States to produce and distribute a set
of coins. That business was later acquired by a German firm who eventually got around
to organising the issue. They were minted at the Roger Williams Mint in Massachusets
in the U.S. A substantial portion of the mintage was acquired by an Australian firm
dealing in coins.

The circulation issue includes 5c, 10c, 20c, 50c and $1, $2 & $5 coins.

Mintage of coins for circulation was:-

T

= =4 =4 -4 4 -9

5c nickel-plated brass oin Sea-horse 60,000

10c nickel-plated brass coin  Yellow-bellied sea snake 60,000

20c nickel-plated brass coin Lion fish 30,000

50c nickel-plated brass coin Ornate Butterflyfish 25,000

$1 bronze coin Crowned Night Heron 20,000

$2 bronze coin Wedge-tailes Shearwater 20,000

$5 bi-metallic coin (stainless steel ring & brass centre) Great White Shark
fling over the ocean 23,000

5,000 of each coin were reserved for packaged mint sets.
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They are not strictly legal tender and could be described as tokens. They were only
meant for use on the islands. That avoided trouble with the Australian Government

whose coinage is legal tender on Cocos.

There was also a commemorative $10 silver and a $100 gold coin to honour Charles

Darwinds visit t o

t he

sl ands

in 1836 issued

This article did not deal with the Cocos (Keeling) Islands paper money, which wil be

another article.
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THE AUSTRALIAN FIVE POUND NOTE

The first Australian five-pound - £5 note was issued in 1913. It is blue, mauve, & green

incolourand atthet op of the obverse are the words "~ Th
with the Coat of Arms. The Coat of Arms and the~words “The Commonwealth of
Australiad is on al/l A5 notes. The reverse i ¢

horizontal banding and a picture of Brooklyn on the Hawkesbury River, north of Sydney
which is on all 1913 to 1933 £5 notes.

This first £5 note was easily forged and the colour was changed to dark blue in 1914
with a mosaic pattern of fives on the reverse. This issue continued to 1924. The basic
blue colour was used for all subsequent £5 note issues. These were the largest £5 note
produced being 75 % larger in size than the current $50 note. So, you needed a large
size wallet.

The 1924 to 1927 issues have a redesigned obverse with a portrait of King George V
(18651 1936) and a watermark of King George V. He was the first monarch to appear on
an Australian banknote. Then the Duke of York, he opened the first Parliament of
Australia on 9 May, 1901. George V succeeded his father, Edward VII, to the British
throne in 1910.

1927 - 1933 issues are very similar to the 1924 to 1927 issues with different signatures
and a change in title from "Chairman of Directors, Note Issue Dept. Commonwealth
Bank of Australiadé to arGovefr nbust rColmmoh.weal tF

1933 - 1939 issues are a completely different design showing King George V with a

wat ermar k of Edward, Prince of Wales (Il ater
is on the reverse. The notes are significantly smaller in size than earlier issues. Australia

left the gold standard in early 1930s so notes no longer carried the Government promise

to pay the bearer in gold. The notes specified: - This note is legal tender in the

Commonwealth and in all Territories under the control of the Commonwealth.

19391 1954 issues are very similar in design to the 19331 1939 issues with the portrait
of King George V replaced with a portrait of King George VI
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195471 1966 issues show Sir John Franklin, (17861 1847) on the obverse. He was a

British Royal Naval Officer and Commander of the Trent in an expedition to the Artic in

1819 and again in 1825. As Lieutenant-Governor of Tasmania( Van Di emendés Lan:
from 1837-1843, he was influential in establishing an education system and founding

the Tasmanian Natural History Society, the first scientific Royal Society established

outside Britain.

He was inspired to be an explorer by his experience as a midshipman on HMS
Investigator during its circumnavigation of Australia from 1801. The ship was
commanded by Matthew Flinders, his uncle by marriage. In 1845 Franklin commanded
a further expedition in an attempt to navigate the final stretches of the Northwest
Passage. The two ships, HMS Erebus and Terror, failed to return and his wife, Lady
Franklin, urged for search parties to discover their fate.

XU R TRALAS SN UYL

AMAMBPAIWIEAT T nr R ALE"

The watermark in the centre depicts Captain James Cook.



- Page -23 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 27 OCTOBER 2020

A mural depicting primary production with an Aboriginal theme in the centre are on the
reverse.

These were large notes, being a third larger than the current $50 note.

Richard Gammie

THE PERTH MINT

[This story is based on Tony Read’s short talk at the 29'" September 2020 meeting and internet sources.]

The Perth Mint has been around since 1899 and it is one of the oldest mints in the world still
operating out of its original buildings.

Gold was discovered in Western Australia in 1891 and by the mid-1890’s a huge explosion in
gold production developed there. As well as the main Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie fields,
other gold-fields were discovered throughout the eastern and northern parts of the state. The
population of Western Australia was 48 000 in 1890. By 1900 it had increased to 190,000.

At the start of these gold rushes very little money was in circulation in Western Australia for
miners to exchange for the gold they produced. It caused the Premier, Sir John Forrest, to
request the British government to establish a branch of the Royal Mint in Perth to refine the
gold being produced and to mint it into British gold coins to be used as currency.

Approval was given and the foundation stone of the Pert Mint was laid in 1896. It was open
on 20 June 1899 as a branch of London’s Royal Mint.

Similar mints had been established in Sydney in 1855 and in Melbourne in 1872. The Perth
Mint outlived these and remained under the jurisdiction of the London Mint until 1 July

1970. Then it became a statutory authority of the Western Australian government.
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The contract to build the Perth Mint was signed on 12 June 1896 with a budget
of £22,000. It ended up costing £58,256

The acquisition by the Western Australian government was formalised in 1987 when the
government created the Gold Corporation under an Act of the Western Australian
Government. At the same time the Australian Federal Government Department of Treasury
entered into a unique agreement with the Gold Corporation that empowered it to mint and
market gold, silver and platinum as Australian legal tender coinage to collectors and investors
throughout the world. Gold Corporation has two fully owned subsidiary companies: -
GoldCorp Australia and Western Australian Mint.

The Perth Mint has two functions. One is that of a precious metals refiner. The refinery part
has since 1990 operated from a new site in the Perth suburb of Newburn, near Perth’s
International Airport. In its first 100 years the Perth Mint has refined 4 500 tonnes of gold.
This is 3¥4% of all gold produced by mankind.



- Page -25 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 27 OCTOBER 2020

The Perth Mint is the only London Bullion Market Association (LBMA) approved refiner in
Australia It refines the total Australian annual gold production as well as that from Papua
New Guinea, New Zealand, Malaysia, Thailand and Fiji. It also sources gold jewellery scrap
from various Asian markets. The refinery throughput is usually between 300 and 400 tonnes
each year although it is able to refine amounts far in excess to what it usually handles.

e ey
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The future King George V, then Duke of Cornwall and of York, visit the Perth Mint on 24 July
1901.
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The Perth Mint refinery uses three processes to refine metals, these are; electrolytic silver
refining, electrolytic gold refining and a chlorination electrolytic method of refining. The
combining of these refining processes ensures the metals sourced from gold and silver mines
are refined in the most cost effective manner.

The other function of the Perth Mint has been to produce coins. Up to the 1920’s most gold
produced in Western Australia was minted into 22-carat alloy gold sovereigns and gold half-
sovereigns. When the minting of these coins ceased in 1931 the Perth Mint had produced
106 million British sovereigns and 735 000 British half-sovereigns. They were identical to all
those struck by the Royal Mint throughout the British Empire, despite not strictly being
Australian coins.

SOVEREIGN PRODUCTION

Queen Victoria

1899 Perth 690,000 Sydney 3,250,000 Melbourne 5,500, 000
1900 Perth 1.880,000 Sydney 3,500,000 Melbourne 4,300,000
1901 Perth 3,000,000 Sydney 3,000,000 Melbourne 4,000,000
Edward VII

1902 Perth 4,200,000 Sydney 2,800,000 Melbourne 4,200,000
George V

1912 Perth 4,200,000 Sydney 2,200,000 * Melbourne 2,400,000

Sydney’s last sovereign
was produced in 1925 &
Afew in 1926
George VI (“small head”)
1931 Perth 1,170,000 Melbourne 57,000

HALF-SOVEREIGN PRODUCTION

Victoria

1899 Perth — only proofs Sydney 130,000

1900 Perth 119,376 Sydney 260,000 Melbourne 112,920
Edward VII

1904 Perth 60,000

to

1908 Perth 24,600 Sydney 538,000

1909 Perth 44,000

George V

1911 Perth 130,000

1915 Perth 126,000
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4.) po

Edward VII Perth Mint 1910 gold sovereign

Up until 1984 it also produced large quantities of Australia’s pre-Decimal and Decimal coins.
Pennies were made from 1922, although there was a break in production from 1931 to 1940.
From 1940 to 1964 pennies and halfpennies were produced. 438 million pennies and 256
million halfpennies were produced, as well as the 1946 shilling (1 300 000 of these).

From 1964 the Perth Mint started stockpiling bronze coins in preparation for Decimal
currency introduction on 14 February 1966. There was a break in production of the 1c and
2¢ coins between 1968 and 1973. Production of 2c coins continued until late-1983. By then
829 million 2c coins and 26 million 1c coins had been minted in Perth.

There was a big re-development of the Perth Mint in the mid-1980’s under the Premier Bryan
Burke which led to the Perth Mint being the home of the “Australian Precious Metals Coin
Program”. The Australian Government allowed it to manufacture precious metal coinage
which was allowed to be designated as Australian legal tender. The legal tender value
assigned to the Mint’s product was always much less than the cost of these coins. They were
bullion and proof coins. They included the Australian nugget gold coins, the Australian Koala
platinum coins and the Australian Kookaburra silver coins and a host of others. Apparently
85% of these coins are sold to collectors outside of Australia.
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Canberra Mint - N
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Numismatists look to the claws on the 2¢ coin to determine where it was minted

The Perth Mint %0z gold nugget coin
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The James Bond “No Time to Die” 2020 1oz silver proof coin at A$135 is

typical of the Perth Mint s current issues. Silver bullion currently sells for A$33
an ounce
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QUEENSLAND’S SOUTHERN & WESTERN
RAILWAY TRAVELLING POST OFFICES
AND THE SYDNEY MAIL

Queensl and’ s first railway opened om3lt he 30Kk
July 1865. The line reached Toowoomba in late 1867. After that the line was extended west

to Dalby and south to Warwick (actually Millhill on its outskirts). The Southern line gradually
extended to Stanthorpe and reached the New South Wales batéfallangarra in 1887.

While Queensland always officially called the station Wallangarra (although usually wrote it
as Wallargarra after circa 1908), the naming of the railway station by the New South Wales
authorities was inconsistent and caused condasio travellers. On 16 January 1888, the

New South Wales named it Jennings, but renamed it Wallangarra on 1 February 1889. On 1
October 1889, it became Jennings for the second time but reverted to Wallangarra on 1
January 1890. On 1 January 1891 it becderings for the third time, reverting finally to
Wallangarra in April 1904

The 3ft 6in Queensland railway system met the 4ft 8 in standard gauge New South Railways
system at Wallangarra on the border. The railway station sat in both colonies/statédeast
the border.

By 1884, the train travelling between Brisbane and Stanthorpe had been referred to as a
"Mail" train running with a TravellingPostOffice The opening of the inter-colonial line in
1888 saw the introduction of a regular train service between Sydney and Brisbane, known as
the "Sydney Mail" (26 Up) and (37 Down) were the premier service of the era. The timetable
was improved in 1894 and remained unchanged until 1908, when a more

powerful locomotiveC16classwas introduced.


https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Travelling_post_office,_Queensland
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Queensland_C16_class_locomotive
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This first overnight service, the prestigious Sydney Mail, consisted of First Class sitting
carriages and a First class sleeping carriage. It was introduced in January 1888 following the
opening of the New South Wales lin® Wallangarra. It was also the first purely passenger
service with a Travelling Post Office. Second class sleepers were introduced later on in 1903.
It left Brisbane’s Roma Street terminal at Spm every day. It arrived at Wallangarra before
5am the next morning.

In 1885, another Travelling Post Office was added to the Central West railway line running
west from Rockhampton and eventually extended to Longreach as the line progressively
opened.

Also a Travelling Post Office was introduced on the Townsville west to Winton service on
the Great Northern line in 1899, and on the North Coast line as far as Maryborough in 1900.
They were all staffed by Post Office rather than railway employees.

Travelling Post Offices were withdrawn from Queensland’s North Coast line in 1930 and the
other services in 1932 as an economy measure. Despite the loss of these Travelling Post
Office carriages, the services that had hauled them continued to be called Mail Trains, the last
being the Dirranbandi Mail, withdrawn from service in 1993.

The ‘Sydney Mail’ at Clifton between Toowoomba and Warwick


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Northern_railway_line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Western_railway_line,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longreach_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Townsville_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winton_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Northern_Railway_(Mt_Isa_line)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Coast_railway_line,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryborough_railway_station,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Coast_railway_line,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Western_railway_line,_Queensland
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The ‘Sydney Mail’ train at the scenic Spring Bluff Railway Station half-way up the
Toowoomba Range. The first carriage is the Southern and Western Railway Travelling Post

Office.

The Queensland Railways’ Sydney Mail train from Brisbane connected the New South
Railways’ Brisbane Express at Wallangarra. The New South Wales train set out from
Sydney and ran through Newcastle & Maitland, then through the New England to Tamworth,
Armidale, Glen Innes & Tenterfield, terminating at Wallangarra (a.k.a. Jennings). In the
1890’s it left Sydney from Mondays to Fridays at 6.15pm. It arrived at Wallangarra at 11am
the next day. On Sundays it started early in the morning from Newcastle after connecting
with an overnight steamer from Sydney. In the 1890’s the Brisbane Express returned from
Wallangarra at 5.35am and arrived in Sydney at 11pm. It took 33 hours.

Circa-1915 view of the two mail trains at Wallangarra. Queensland’s Sydney Mail is getting
ready to depart on the left. New South Wales’ Brisbane Express has just arrived on the right.
Mail bags for Queensland will be shipped across the platform while passengers have a meal.
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In 1908, the Sydney Mail departed Brisbane at 07:10, calling at Toowoomba at 11:10 and
after changing trains at Wallangarra, passengers arrived in Sydney at 11:10 the following day.
The return service departed Sydney at 17:10, arriving in Brisbane at 21:10 the following day.
Carriage connections were introduced in 1908, with a Parlour Car introduced in 1923, and a
Buffet Car in 1924. The Parlour Car was transferred to the Townsville Mail in 1930 following
the opening of the Standard Gauge line to Brisbane.

Such was the way that interstate & some overseas mails were carried between Brisbane and
the other Colonies in the 1890’s. It took 33 hours.

The first Travelling Post Office service in Queensland, T.P.O. 1 commenced in on 1 January
1877. It was set up in 2" Class compartments in two passenger carriages on the daily Roma
Street (the Brisbane terminus) to Dalby train operating on the Main Line and Western railway
line. A Post Office employee was put in charge, enabling normal post office business to be
transacted including purchase of stamps, registration and the posting of letters. The next
year the service was extended to Chinchilla.

In 1879 T.P.O. 2 was transferred to the Southern line and the service was altered to run
between Brisbane and Warwick. T.P.O.4 joined T.P.O. 3 on the Western line. In 1880 the
Western line service was extended to Roma. In late-1880 T.P.O. 4 was discontinued but it
was re-introduced in 1882. T.P.O. 5 was added to the Western line in 1884 and No 6 to the
Southern line in 1885. Years later the T.P.O. service was extended west to Charleville.

The Southern line was extended to Stanthorpe in 1882 and to Wallangarra on the border in
1887.

Some time before 1907, T.P.O. 7 was added on the Brisbane to Wallangarra run, On 13 May
1907 the Sydney Mail train started to run 7 days a week instead of 6.

A Queensland Travelling Post Office Carriage. This one was photographed at Rockhampton in
the 1950’s, many years after Queensland TPO services had ended

The use of the original composite passenger carriages were soon found to be impracticable
and special T.P.O. carriages were built at the Ipswich Railway Workshops. These included
Harrison’s Patent mail bag racks, sorting tables, shelving, pigeon holes and all the


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalby_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Line_railway,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_railway_line,_Queensland
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paraphernalia of a regular post office. On the outside, above the doors there was retractable
mail-arm with an elbow spring. When this was extended it engaged with an iron hoop which
passed through the rings on a mail bag suspended on a mail-post erected on the railway
station platforms. When the train passed the station the mail bag was lifted from the mail-
post. The on-board mail sorters opened up the bag and proceeded to cancel the items with
special T.P.O. cancellers and date-stamps. Mail was sorted into the respective pigeon holes
and delivered by throwing bundles or bags on to the railway station platform.

The role of the Sydney Mail train and the Southern Line Travelling Post Office was
effectively made redundant in September 1930, when the New South Wales’s standard gauge
North Coast Line was extended from Kyogle to the South Brisbane Interstate. Even then it
relied on a train ferry to cross the Clarence River until the bridge at Grafton was completed in
1932. The standard gauge Brisbane Express and Brisbane Limited Express, travelling over
this new line, then took over the carrying interstate mails.

The Travelling Post Offices on Queensland’s Southern line to Toowoomba, Warwick and
Wallangarra were discontinued on 12 August 1932. The Travelling Post Offices on the
Western Line stopped the next day.

The New South Wales Railway’s, post-1932, two-nights-a-week Brisbane Express via
Wallangarra managed to continue on until 1972. It had no Travelling Post Office. Northern
New South Wales mails were carried as far north as Glen Innes on the Glen Innes Mail train
which did have one. The Brisbane Express via Wallangarra, however, only delivered and
collected mail bags (from the Guard’s Compartment) for Deepwater, Bolivia, Bluff Rock,
Sandy Flat, Bungulla, Tenterfield and Wallangarra. Your editor remembers the postmasters
of Bluff Rock, Sandy Flat and Bungulla, in the early hours of the morning, waiting on their
platforms for their mailbags to be thrown off the slowly-moving train. On the return trip to
Sydney the mailbags were thrown to the Guard on a slow-moving train. They were deposited
and collected from a locked red box at the unattended Bolivia railway station. Mail bags
were still exchanged at Wallangarra for mails from stations between Toowoomba to
Stanthorpe and northern New South Wales. The New South Wales’s Northern line north of
Armidale was completely abandoned in 1988.

The railway on the Queensland side still theoretically exists to Wallangarra. In 1947, the four
Mail Trains per week were reduced to two per week. They were withdrawn on 1 February 1972.
Goods services to Wallangarra were withdrawn in March 2007 and the line has not been used
since then.

New South Wales Government Railways Brisbane Express via Wallangarra at Wallangarra in
1961. At this time only regional mails only were transhipped.
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T.P.O. 2 Rays obliterator “169” was re-allocated from Sugarloaif to T.P.O. 2 working the
Southern and Western Railway in the late-1870’s. This first worked the Brisbane to Chinchilla
route but was later used on the Southern Railway.
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T.P.O. 4 worked both e Western and Southern Railways. It received the “234” barred numeral
obliterator in 1877
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Barred numeral obliterator “551” was allocated to T.P.O. 5 which operated between Brisbane and
Wallangarra and return in 1897.

T.P.O. 6 received barred numeral obliterator <395
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T.P.O. 6 received barred numeral obliterator “395” when it started running on the Southern and
Western Railway in in 1885.

The images, above, are from the hugely useful on-line Queensiand Catalog of Numeral
Cancellations on Postage Stamps at queenslandstampnumerals.blogspot.com
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A NIGHT IN THE TRAVELLING POST OFFICE.

BY "AUSTRALIAN NATIVE."

From The Queenslander, Saturday 11 August 1894

gl' RA\/EluNG
osT OFFICE.

“Traditions of the good old early days of
Queensland's history—although they date
only from the time of Separation in 1859,
just a quarter of a century ago—tell us that
"fetching the mail™ from the nearest Post
Office was quite a red letter day in each
month, or each quarter in many instances
for the hardy squatters who pioneered the
East and West Moreton and Darling
Downs districts. And when it is borne in
mind that in the year 1860 the total
number of post and receiving860 the total
number of post and receiving offices open

in Queensland was only fourteen ; that the
aggregate number of letters, newspapers,
and packets posted and received during the
whole year was represented by the
comparatively nominal figures of 534,200
; that the expenditure of the Postal
Department for the period of fifty-two
weeks was but £12,067; and that the land
mail routes traversed no more than 1970
lineal miles, it will be readily understood
that mail day was indeed a day of days.
For in addition to letters, newspapers, and
packets, did not the mailman bring novels,
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charming love stories from Slater's
Library, for the girls? Yes; and many a
Queensland matron of to-day is wont to
recall happy memories of the days of yore,
when she rode mile after mile through the
bush to meet the letter—no, the book-
carrier.’

‘Let us, however, turn from the time gone
by to the present age, and mark the
progress wrought in twenty-two years. In
such a case as this figures should be given,
for they speak more eloquently than
words. In 1891 the expenditure of the
Postal Department was £210,465; 383 post
offices and 568 receiving offices were
open; the aggregate number of 30,160,907
letters, newspapers, and packets were
posted and received; and the land mail-
routes extended over 27,960 miles, which
entailed upon mailmen the duty of
travelling in one year over 5,191,672
lineal miles of road and rail. In all verity,
such expansion is stupendous ; and were
no other Queensland statistics available
than those of our Post Office for the years
1860-1892 they would, in themselves, be
sufficient to prove the marvellous rise and
progress of this colony. And these figures
should be laid before "Mad" Wilson of the
Investors' Review—they are an ample
justification for being a ‘braggart’!’

‘Notwithstanding the wondrous—nay the
prodigious—growth of the Post Office, the
responsible officers demonstrate their
perspicacity by keeping pace with every
requirement for the rapid manipulation of
the mass of mailed matter which is daily,
hourly, poured into the head office. And in
this respect it is note-worthy that the
system of sorting in the Brisbane office is
more efficient, more expeditious, than that
followed in any other office in Australia!
This high state of efficiency is owing to
the fact that none of the many sorting
rooms in Southern capital cities is so
replete with up-to-date appliances for
hanging the open mail bags in the best
mode—i.e., in a fivefold circle—as the one

under notice. But, in all probability, the
Travelling Post Office attached to mail
trains combines more practical utility and
efficiency for the rapid distribution of
mails than any other factor extant. Of
course this assumption only applies when
the T.P.O. is utilised by the powers that be
to perform its legitimate functions—that
is, when manned by officers whose duty it
is to receive, sort, and deliver mails while
en-route. To the credit, however, of the
Queensland postal authorities, all such
work is performed on this side of the
border; although no precedent was
established by our Southern neighbours.
As a matter of fact, it is understood, New
South Wales and Victoria merely uses their
T.P. offices as vans for the receipt and
delivery of mail bags already "made up" in
the head and stationary depots. In other
words, loose letters are not received,
sorted, and delivered by her T.P.O.
officials while travelling from station to
station, but are carried on to the central
office, whence they are forwarded,
possibly back, to their destination by the
following outgoing mail.’

‘Bent upon acquainting Queenslanders
with the really admirable system carried
out on board the T.P.O., the writer
approached the chief officers of the
General Post Office with the view of
obtaining permission to spend a night in
one of the mail bag laden vans. Alas! No
person in that department has authority to
grant such permission; the authority is
vested in those autocrats known as the
Railway Commissioners. Yet not wholly in
them, for even they are powerless to grant
to any one permission to travel on board
the T.P.O. that authority is the prerogative
of the Postal Department. To make this
paradox clear, it may be said that the
Railway Commissioners are impotent
without the consent of the Post-master-
General, and the latter is equally impotent
without the acquiescence of the former.
Through such a complication a trail of red
tape being scented, and having no desire to



- Page -41 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 27 OCTOBER 2020

put the country to the expense of a special
Cabinet meeting to consider the
application of a "pen bucketer" to travel on
the T.P.O., nor desiring to waste reams of
paper in a correspondence that might have
some finality about AD1909, the writer
determined to dispense with all formality
and do "a night on the T.P.O." nolens
volens, so far as the dual authorities were
concerned. Therefore, for obvious reasons,
it need not be here stated how and when—
the reader has already learned why —it
was done. Consequently it must suffice for
those who read, for the Postal Department,
and for the Railway Commissioners, to
know that the task was accomplished on a
certain night and day, the dates of which
will never transpire—at least, not through
"Australian Native."

The Southern mail closes at 5 p.m. daily,
except Saturdays ; and one day, a few
minutes prior to the hour mentioned, an
individual witnessed the sorters, with
hands as quick as eyes, unerringly shying
letters with amazing rapidity into one or
other of the many canvas receptacles
hanging open mouthed, five deep, around
the aforesaid iron circle.’

Shortly afterwards the same individual saw
the V.R.-branded carts, with their freights
of bulging bags, emerge from the precincts
of the [Brisbane] G.P.O. yard ; and, later,
watched the uniformed officer of the
T.P.O. tally the number of bags received
into his van while it was drawn up at the
Melbourne-street railway platform. And a
close inspection showed that the officer
placed as it was received each bag in its
proper position for delivery. The next
proceeding was to compare the tally with
the waybill, and all being correct the latter
sheet was duly signed and the officer
thereupon became responsible for the due
performance of his duty in trans-porting
the load either to its respectively addressed
destination or to the end of his section of
the journey.

"Any more going on?" was the loud cry of
the railway servants ; and half-a-minute
be-fore the train was due to leave an
excited breathless gentleman rushed to the
door of the T.P.O., thrust a letter into the
hands of the officer in charge, and
demanded: -

"Weigh that and tell me if it is
overweight!"

"No, sir," came the quick, courteous reply.

"But the letter will require the extra fee of
twopence if you wish to post in on the
TPRO."

"All right; put a stamp on it; and take the
twopence out of that."

"That" was a £1 note; and the officer
rapidly counted out the change, 19s. 10d.
Ugh! Without a "thank you!" the gentle-
man (?) hurried away simultaneously with
the station-master's order, "Stand clear!"

The guard blew his whistle, waved his
arm, and the overland mail train for
Sydney puffed out of the station at 6.25
p.m., and entered upon her journey
through the darkness of the night.

Now the work of the T.P.O. officer—
whose name for this occasion shall be Mr.
Lacecap — commences in downright
earnest. Some twenty-five to thirty bags,
bearing the printed address of the T.P.O.,
had been thrown upon the floor of the
carriage, instead of being hung upon the
iron frames as were the others, which bore
such addresses as Thagoona, Nobby's
Crossing, &c., and these bags lying upon
the floor were opened one by one and the
letters deftly sorted into pigeonholes, each
representing one of the forty-five roadside
railway stations through which the train
passes before reaching the border. The
newspapers were kept separate from the
letters, and sorted into iron receptacles
fitted above the framework on which the
mail bags were hung.
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For nearly twenty minutes Mr. Lacecap,
with rapt attention and with seeming
automatic though swift movement,
continued the work of sorting; then, as the
train almost imperceptibly slowed down,
he affixed an iron ring or hoop to the mail
bag addressed " Corinda,” and when the
platform of that station was reached No. 1
bag was despatched and No. 1 bag was
received. The contents of the latter were
immediately sorted; and less than two
minutes after leaving Corinda another
hoop was affixed to another bag, which
was a few seconds later despatched with a
‘shwoosh’ to the Oxley platform as the
train dashed through the station at full
speed. Clank! A rattle of iron, and Mr.
Lacecap coolly reached from the darkness
without the doorway of the van a mail bag
with iron hoop attached.

"The outgoing mail from Oxley," quoth he.
"How did you get it?"

"With our fishing rod," was Mr. Lacecap's
jocular reply.

To enable my readers to understand the
modus operandi of the apparatus, or
"fishing rod," it may be as well at this
juncture to explain it. As the majority of
efficient appliances are extremely simple
in their action, so is this invention for
picking up mail bags while the train travels
at a high rate of speed. The apparatus
attached to the exterior of the mail carriage
appears, when not in use, to be a bar of
iron shaped like a harpoon; but when this
iron bar is pushed out by the operator from
the interior of the van it assumes the shape
of a zigzag, the iron harpoon forming the
bottom section. Upon the upper side of the
harpoon, near the centre, is a steel spring
which, when in operation, opens to the
middle iron rod of the zigzag thus forming
a complete triangle. (See illustration.)
Upon each station platform near one end is
erected a strong post, upon the top of
which is fitted a revolving wooden arm,
and at the end of the arm is a T piece. (See

illustration). These posts are built and
placed with mathematical exactitude; and
when the afore-mentioned iron ring, with a
mail bag dangling thereto, is hung upon
the extremity of the T-piece the barb point
of the T.P.O. harpoon pierces the centre of
the space within the ring, the upper rim of
the material hoop dashes upon the steel
spring, the rush of the train carries the ring
over the spring-guard, and hey, presto! The
mail is picked up and securely held within
the triangle. The officer pulls in the
apparatus, thus bringing the bag within
easy reach of the van doorway, and hauls it
in to be forthwith opened and sorted. It is
gratifying to mention in connection with
the picking-up apparatus in use on all the
T.P.O.'s throughout Queensland that the
harpoon and spring design was perfected
and presented to his department by Mr. J.
S. Cumberland, one of the three officers in
charge of T.P.O.'s on the Southern line.
And it is a matter for congratulation that
since the adoption of Mr. Cumberland's
device mail bags never miss being picked
up, unless the iron hoop breaks, a
contingency that comparatively seldom
arises; whereas the appliance previously in
use, which was only a T shaped piece of
iron, as often as not dropped the bag,
through the rebound, after first jerking it
off the station post. After this necessary
digression we may re-join Mr. Lacecap
within the car. Shoosh! goes the mail bag
for Wolston, and clank! The Wolston mail
is received on the tick of 6.50 p.m. Then,
at intervals of from one to eight minutes,
during which time the officer continued to
sort, sort, sort, get ready the mail bags to
be despatched, and receive and open the
ring bags that the harpoon whisked off the
posts, the Goodna, Redbank, Riverview,
Dinmore, Bundamba, and Booval mails
respectively were despatched and received,
and at 7.25 the train came to a stop at
Ipswich. At once the doorway of the T.P.O.
was besieged by clamorous persons of
both sexes, and such cries as "Please
register this letter, Mr. Lacecap,"
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"Lacecap, old man, give us a penny and
two tuppenny stamps."

"How much will this take?" were heard,
and throughout the brief stay Mr. Lacecap
was kept busy. Directly the train resumed
the journey from Ipswich the elaborate
service of the T.P.O. became more
apparent.

Letters posted but a few minutes before,
whether addressed to Russia, India, China,
Canada, to some out-of-the-way corner of
the globe, or only to the next station, were
immediately dealt with and placed in
readiness to be either sent forward to
Sydney or despatched at a roadside station
a few miles distant. For instance, the mail
bag received, say, at Walloon is opened
and the contents instantly sorted, so that
should there be letters for, say, Thagoona
or Rosewood they are placed in the proper
bag and despatched forthwith.
Consequently letters do not lie "dead" in
the T.P.O. At Grandchester the officer was
enabled to clear up odd packets and put
them away in their proper receptacles; and
ere Laidley was reached Mr. Lacecap had a
full minute's leisure to prepare the bag and
ring for despatch. Then another shoosh!
Another clang! And the Laidley outgoing
mail was quickly opened, and sorting
recommenced. Forest Hill, Gatton, and
Grantham were served in turn, and the
train dashed into Helidon, there to remain
five minutes.

Sort, sort, sort; despatch and receipt mails
at Murphy's Creek, Spring Bluff, and
Harlaxton kept Mr. Lacecap fully occupied
until Toowoomba was reached at 11.15.
Here, even at such a late hour, the people
crowded around the door of the T.P.O. as
though no post office existed in the town;
and letters, newspapers, and packets were
literally poured into the van. On the
resumption of the journey at 11.25 the mail
matter was first stamped with the T.P.O.
stamp, and then sorted in time to allow Mr.
Lacecap to get to the Charlton bag ready.
Wellcamp, Westbrook, Wyreema,

Cambooya, Greenmount, King's Creek,
Clifton, Clifton Colliery, Hendon,
Rosehill, and Mill-hill each effected an
exchange of incoming and outgoing mails
within the two and a-half hours taken for
the run across the Darling Downs to
Warwick, which station was entered a few
minutes after 2 a.m. As at Ipswich and
Toowoomba, the mails were delivered to
an official from the local office, who in
turn despatched his outgoing bags by the
T.R.O.

Having sorted the Warwick letters a short
time after leaving behind the "Chicago of
Queensland,” Mr. Lacecap had
comparatively little to do, Dalveen and
Stanthorpe—the train stopping at the latter
place—being the only stations at which
mail bags were despatched, although small
mails were received from Silver-wood,
Maryland, Glen Aplin, and Ballandean.
And as Wallangarra, the border, was not
reached until dawn of day, 5.20 a.m., we
had ample time to partake of a cup of
coffee, eat a sandwich, and have a chat.

"Your billet is not a sinecure, Mr.
Lacecap," the writer remarked, "and you
must have good nerves."

"A man must not possess such
commodities as nerves if he would
properly perform this sort of work; for
mistakes are not allowed in this
department,” was the significant reply.
"Or," he added, "if one does happen to
make a mistake, it is sure to be traced to
the man making it, and he is called upon to
explain, perhaps three or six months
afterwards."

"Do you ever miss a station?"

"No; because in normal seasons the train
runs on time; and by long training and
observation we know the exact spot we are
travelling over even on the darkest nights."

"By what means?"

"By sound; every bridge as it is crossed
has a distinct sound of its own, and the
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same explanation applies to culverts. But if
by any chance one were caught napping,
the whistle on the engine, which is blown
before passing through each station, would
arouse him to his sense of duty."

"The T.P.O. manipulates an enormous
mass of mail matter in the course of a year,
eh?"

"I can give you the figures."”
"Do."
"Here they are,” and Mr. Lacecap read:—

"During 1893 the three vans on this line
received, posted on one or other of the
vans, 44,180 letters, 219 registered letters,
16,584 newspapers, and 8019 packets;
while we received in bags from stations
en-route 649,614 letters and 9261
registered letters, and despatched in bags
694,455 letters and 9480 registered letters;
in all we received 24,063 separate mails
and despatched 25,836 separate mails."

"Do these figures include English and
foreign mails?"

"No. As is well known, the public avail
themselves largely of the opportunity of
posting English letters at the last possible
moment ; and in 1893 the three vans
directly received, in the aggregate, 20,094
letters, 1371 packets, and 12,360
newspapers for transmission to British and
foreign ports."”

A refreshing sleep (though on the floor of
the van, there being only one comfortable
couch) of some five hours prepared us for
the return trip, and at 11.25 a.m. the

Sydney mail train arrived, bearing a large
mail from England. A second-class

carriage was requisitioned for the through

bags in addition to the van space; and it
was noted that both the New South Wales
T.P.O. man and Mr. Lacecap kept an extra
vigilant eye on the tally. At five minutes
past noon the train started for Bris-bane ;
and now the hitherto unmentioned
assistant to Mr. Lacecap, an official whom
we may christen Mr. Silverbutton, became
very much in evidence ; for had he not
travelled up to assist in sorting the English
matter addressed to " the T.P.O.,
Wallangarra" ?

"The London Post Office,"” said my in-
formant, " is instructed by Queensland to
send all letters addressed to any station on
the Southern line to the T.P.O., and as we
sort all such letters on the down trip we
deliver as we go the English mails to every
station from the border down to and
including Corinda; therefore time is saved,
and the letters are not carried on to
Brisbane there to be sorted and returned.”

Feeling that an outsider would be in the
way, and hinder the rapid sorting of some
twenty to twenty-five bags of mail matter,
| left the van at Stanthorpe and travelled to
Brisbane in another and more comfortable
carriage of the train. But the information
gleaned was sufficient to enable the writer
to say that the functions performed by the
T.P.O. are in every respect equal, save as
regards money orders and P.O. Savings
Bank business, to those performed in the
head office, though necessarily on a
smaller scale. And the thanks of the whole
community are due to the postal officials
for inaugurating such a perfect system of
distribution of mail matter, and for
maintaining the abnormally high state of
efficiency of the Queensland Travelling
Post Office.

From The Queenslander, Saturday 11 August 1894
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‘SHOW & TELL’ FROM THE 29" SEPTEMBER MEETING
[There were no competitive displays]

TONY READ - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN STAMPS

Tony related how the Covid epidemic provided an excuse for a good office clean. It was an
opportunity to sort out his aloums of West Australian state stamps. He noticed that a lot of
them had postmarks for long-abandoned towns — especially on the gold-fields.
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There was Bullfinch, which currently only has a population of 34. There was Cossack the
former port and whaling station — now completely abandoned. There was the ghost town of
Bulong — once called 1.0.U. There was Day Dawn. There was Karridale Timber Mill. There
was Gwalia, which still has a few residents and was famous because U.S. president Herbert
Hoover worked there as a mining engineer there. There was Sir Samuel where the police
station was later moved to Youanmi, and there was Waverley which was later called Siberia.

Tony passed around his loose-leaf folder of these postmarks on WA stamps, each with at page
(or two) outlining their town’s history

TONY READ — THE PERTH MINT
[Tony’s interesting talk is summarised in the longer article on the Perth Mint in this
Newsletter.]

DEREK DOLSTRA -W.A.S.P. AIRLINES 1935-1936

Derek talked about the short history of pioneer W.A.S.P. Airline and its founder Wilfred
Kingsford-Smith. After starting services to Narromine, to Broken Hill and to Leeton via
Young they had anticipated a service to Bathurst & Orange before their demise. The story of
W.A.S.P. Airlines was featured in the Club’s September Newsletter.

RON WILSON - NORTHERN NIGERIA

Ron passed around a Hagner sheet showing the stamps of the Northern Nigeria Protectorate,
including the Queen Victoria, the Edward VI issues & the George V issues. Two rare items
were stamps overprinted ‘SPECIMEN”.

NORTHERN NIGERIA §

o
*kaduna N Ny

.
..........

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

Map of Nigeria, showing the boundaries of 1914

Postage stamps were issued specifically for the Northern Nigeria Protectorate beginning in
1900. All stamps of the Northern Nigeria Protectorate are definitive issues of a Key

Plate design, differing in the sovereign depicted, type of paper, watermarks, and choice of
coloured or colourless numerals for the denomination.

Stamps of Northern Nigeria were replaced by those of the Colony and Protectorate of
Nigeria in 1914.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Definitive_stamp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Key_Plate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Key_Plate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watermark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_Nigeria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_Nigeria
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The first series consisted of nine stamps with values ranging from “2pence to 10 shillings,
depicting Queen Victoria. The second series, consisting of identical denominations, but in
slightly different colours was issued on July 1, 1902, depicting King Edward VII. Unusually,
a £25 stamp was issued in April 1904. This was really intended as a revenue stamp, it being
nearly impossible to invent a piece of mail needing so much postage. It was used to pay for
imported liquor licences. The King Edward series was reissued in 1905 in eight
denominations, and again in 1910-11 in eleven denominations.

ERIA|

The final series of stamps for the Northern Nigeria Protectorate was a series of thirteen
denominations depicting King George V

OUR CLUB DISPLAY COMPETITION FOR 2019-20
August 2019 Meeting:-

There were 4 displays:-

“A”  Genise Flynn Space. 12-page stamp frame

“B”  Derek Dolstra Postmarks and Post Office History

“C” TonyRead  Australia - United Kingdom Destination Mail - 1854 to 1950. 12 page
stamp frame

“D” RayNorman Stamps, Coins, Banknotes & Postcards from a recent trip to Romania,
Bulgaria, Serbia & Hungary; Coin case

Genise Flynn was first with 32 vote points
Tony Read was 2" with 31 vote points
Ray Norman was 3 with 23 vote points


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_VII_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revenue_stamp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_V_of_the_United_Kingdom
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Derek Dolstra was 4™ with 19 vote points

24 September 2019 Meeting:-

Competitive displays were brought along by: -

“A” TonyRead New Caledonia 12-page stamp frame

“B”  Derek Dolstra The 2d overprint on the 1%2d King George V stamp of 1930.

As a result of voting; -
Tony Read was 1st with 43 vote points
Derek Dolstra was 2nd with 33 vote points.

29t October 2019 Meeting: -

There were only two competitive displays:-

A Derek Dolstra Orange's Apple pictorial postmarker (9 pages)
B Ray Norman Thailand (stamps and banknotes in coin case)

On voting Display ‘A’ received 51 vote points. Display ‘B’ received 41 vote points.

26t November 2019 Meeting: -
There were three competitive displays: -

A Tony Read Hunt Buttons
B Derek Dolstra C.W. Hill — Pioneer Aviator
C Lawrence Sherwin The Berlin Wall

On voting Display B achieved 43 vote points. Display ‘A’ achieved 38 vote points. Display
‘C’ achieved 27 vote points.

28 January 2020 Meeting: -
The three competitive displays were: -

A Derek Dolstra Postmarks of abandoned Queensland mining towns
B Tony Read Stamps of India
C Derek Dolstra Wooroolin, Queensland

On voting, Display B was 1% with 32 vote points. Display C was 2" with 26 points. Display
C was 3" with 30 points.

25 February 2020 Meeting: -

There were only 2 competitive displays: -

Display A Tony Read  British Guiana — stamps and coins

Display B Derek Dolstra Yorkshire Postcards sent back to Australia in the 1970's to the
1980%

On voting, Display ‘A’ received 47 vote points. Display B received 37 vote points (1st =4

points, 2nd = 3 points)

Because of the Coronavirus there were no meetings from March to July 2020.
There were no competitive displays at the 25 August 2020 meeting. The Club’s 2020-2021
year will go from the September 2020 meeting to the June 2021 meeting.

Overall Competition Points (1st = 4 points, 2nd = 3 points): -

Tony Read 18 points
Derek Dolstra 21 points
Lawrie Sherwin 2 points
Ray Norman 5 points

Genise Flynn 4 points
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