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Stephen Kay and the late Dr Lawrence Sherwin on the front desk at our 2019
Spring Fair. It was held in the Orange High School Hall.
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OUR NEXT CLUB
MONTHLY MEETING IS ON
26" OCTOBER 2021

Until 15t November 2021 we will
have to wear face-masks, use
sanitiser, and record your name
and contact phone number (for
Council). Orange Council
requires a maximum of one
person is for every 4 square
metres of space. The room can
take 27 persons.

It is assumed everyone has been
twice vaccinated.

The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St

The next monthly coin & stamp
mini-fair is in the Orange Cultural
Centre is planned for Saturday 6%
November from 9 to about 1.

Our meeting and the monthly fair
are held in Sale St, Orange. It’s the
building that used to be a school. It’s
on the right hand side as you enter
the Woolworths Car Park. The
building is sort of opposite Harris
Farm Market, but entrance is from
the mini-park on the Sale St
frontage.

Our next meeting after the October
one is on 30" November 2021. The
Club does not meet in December.

, Publicity

The first meeting in 2022 is on
Tuesday 25" January.

OUR AGM ELECTIONS
ON 28 SEPTEMBER

At the annual general meeting held
on 28" September 2021 the
following persons were elected as
office-holders:-

President Tony Read
Vice-president Graham Doherty
Secretary Derek Dolstra
Treasurer Howard Lyons
Committee Rob Willis

Richard Gammie
& Col Davidson
Howard Lyons
Howard Lyons
Colin Richardson
Derek Dolstra

roperty Officer
Circuit Book
ewsletter

Coin Auctioneer Col Davidson
tamp Auctioneer ~ Ray Norman
% Auction runner Gerry Jeffermans

\ —< Youth Development  Audrey Ferris
S —— M |_|brar|an

Dave Field

Resources Officer ~ Geoff Henry

Because we have not been able to meet for
about half of 2021 the annual general
meeting decided that annual membership
for our 2021-22 year would again be
discounted to $5 for the Club year.

The $5 membership for 2021-2022
became due after the annual general
meeting.

YOUR $5 ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP FOR
2021-22 IS NOW
DUE

Pay at the next meeting, the
monthly fair at the Orange
Cultural Centre, or post direct to
the treasurer, Howard Lyons at PO
Box 9288, Orange, 2800
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NO SPRING FAIR IN 2021

At the 28™ September 2021 meeting
Howard Lyons advised that Orange
High School Hall was now
unavailable in November 2021
because of the deferred Higher
School Certificate exams. This
meant we would not be able to hold
out Spring Fair this year.

Our next 2-day show is liable to be
Orange Expo in April 2022.

DON’T FORGET OUR
CLUB’S POSTAL

ADDRESS HAS CHANGED
TO PO BOX 9113,

ORANGE 2800

The Club has taken a smaller PO Box at
East Orange LPO in lieu of Box 324. PO

Boxes at East Orange have 8000 or 9000
numbers.

Our new postal address is: -
ORANGE COIN & STAMP
CLUB

PO BOX 9113
ORANGE NSW 2800

Orange EXPO 2021

Dealers - please
continue to support
them:-

Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney,
2000 Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax
(02)9290 3710
WWW.WYynyardcoins.com.au

A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from
Canberra) — PO Box 53, MITCHELL,
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)
Buying and Selling

Orange Stamps & Coins
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288,
Orange, 2800;

Mobile 0427 107 554
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com
Buying and Selling - Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

Pittwater Philatelic Service -
(John Pearson) Newport Beach.
Phone (02)9979 1561
Email:
pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au

Phil & Win Morehouse,
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707
4087, Email -
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au.
World-wide stamps bought and sold

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of
Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760.
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
Buying & selling World stamps

Pacific Rim Coins

(Chris Buesnell)

Level 3 / 1 Central Avenue, Lane Cove.
Phone 02 9418 6593
www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com

DATES FOR 2021 & 2022


http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
http://www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com/
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Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural
Centre, Tuesday 26" October 2021

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
fair at the Orange Cultural Centre,
Saturday 6™ November 2021, 9-1

Campbelltown Club’s Fisher’s Ghost
Stamp Fair set down for Sunday
7" November HAS BEEN
CANCELLED

PHILAS Auction #138, Saturday 13t
November 2021 at PHILAS
House, Darlinghurst

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 27-28
November 2021, Sturt Primary School,
White Avenue, Karingal, Wagga

Bathurst and District Remembers World
War 2 Exhibition 2021’ — 3-6 December
2021, marking VVJ Day and the 75th
Anniversary of the end of WW?2. The
exhibition is open from 9am to 5pm each
day except Monday which is 9am to 4pm.
The four day event will be held at the
Bathurst Showground on Sydney Road.

Canberra Stampshow 2022 & 22"
National Philatelic
Convention, 18-20 March
2022 at Thoroughbred Park,,
1 Randwick Road, Lyneham,
Canberra

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition Has
now been rescheduled for
27-29 May 2022. Entries
can now be received up to
28 February 2022. At
Newcastle Showground
Exhibition Centre,
Broadmeadow

OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK

Colin Richardson said that after the Covid
lockdown the circuit books are back on
track. Colin needs coin and stamp pages for
the next circuit books.

A sample circuit book page is reproduced on
the last page.

Colin can be contacted direct at
Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com
Ph: 63690634

ITEMS FOR THIS
NEWSLETTER AND
CORRESPONDENCE TO
THE CLUB

Items for this newsletter could be posted to
the Secretary/editor at the Club’s postal
address: -PO Box 9113 ORANGE 2800
Better still you could e-mailed to: -
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au

-Or phone (020 63 614 872)

NEWS FROM GRAEME
MORRISS OF PHILAS

Graeme has asked that we forward this
message to our stamp club members.

1. Philas House has re-opened to volunteers
under strict COVID-19 restrictions, detailed
on the website philas.net.au . It is hoped to
open to the public, also under strict
conditions, from Tuesday 26 October.

2. Philas Auction 138, originally scheduled
for July, will now take place on Saturday 13
November with viewing during the week
before. Full details, including the catalogue,
are on the Auction page

of philas.net.au Room bidding will be open
to the public, under conditions, if at all
possible.

3. The latest Exhibitions Report can be read
from the PDC page of the website.

4. There will be an amazing exhibition of
World War 1l material in Bathurst from
Friday 25 February to Monday 28 February
next year. 600 enlarged photographs,
memorabilia, historic vehicles, etc. all
housed in four halls. See the Bathurst club’s
web page on the Philas web


mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
http://philas.net.au/
http://philas.net.au/
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site https://www.philas.net.au/lapidary-club- advise details of the next edition once things
bathurst become clearer.

5. The July PHILAS News was never Graeme Morriss

printed but can be read on the web site. T’ Philas editor

PITTWATER
PHILATELIC SERVICE

We carry Australia’s largest world-wide stamp
stock. We visit Orange twice a year—your
opportunity to see our vast stock in the Central
West!
www.ozemail.com.au/~pittwaterstamps/

The largest range of internet price lists in the southern
hemisphere.

Fine quality stamps of o,
Australia, States, NZ,
GB & the world.

AUSTRALASIA

PO Box 259, Newport Beach. NSW. 2106.
Ph: (0412) 904-295
pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
Make an appointment visit our offices at
Shop 18, 331-335 Barrenjoey Road, Newport Beach. NSW.



https://www.philas.net.au/lapidary-club-bathurst
https://www.philas.net.au/lapidary-club-bathurst
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‘Bathurst Remembers World War
2 Exhibition 20271’

Marking VJ Day and 75th Anniversary of the end of
ww2

NEW DATES: Friday 25 - Monday 28 February 2022

The four day event will be held in four pavilions at the Bathurst Showground, Sydney Road

This WW2 Exhibition will consist of “Snapshots of World War 2” - 600 enlarged photos of soldiers in
action, battlefields, training, the home front, Bathurst Army Camp, etc. There will also be the “Wall
of Valour” — Over 130 enlarged photos of World War 2 Service Men and Women with an association
with Bathurst who enlisted and served” over 2000 photos in all.
Guest Exhibitors will display over 3,000 military items and WW2 memorabilia, uniforms, large display by Military

Vehicle Group of NSW and other vehicle groups, medals, RAAF & POW items, Damien Parer St Stanislaus College photo
display, a rustic military picture theatre, Military Guest Speakers and lots more.
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Supported by the Bathurst District Historical Society, Bathurst RSL Sub branch, Department of
Veterans’ Affairs, Bathurst Regional Council, and the Bathurst Showground Land Manager.
For further details contact Curator - Alan McRae on 02 6331-5404 amcrac@lisp.com.au

July 2021



THE AUSTRALIAN $20 NOTE - CONTINUED

The 1994 to 2013 $20 note issues depicted images of Mary Reibey on the obverse
and Rev John Flynn on the reverse.

LI Ennbeinnie

The only known portrait of Mary Reibey (1777 — 1855) is based on a miniature
watercolour on ivory c. 1835. The image on the above note portrays her in indoor
attire with a muslin cap of fine embroidery. Although the portrait suggests a
demure and prosperous woman at home with her social rank, her beginnings in the
NSW colony were unpromising. Born on 12 May, 1777 in Bury, Lancashire, UK
and christened Molly Haydock, she lived with her grandmother after she was
orphaned by her parents’ untimely deaths. She was very strong, stubborn and a
tomboy.

Working as a house servant at aged 13, she disguised herself as a boy and stole a
horse — perhaps as a misguided prank. Her identity was disclosed at the trial when
she was sentenced to transportation from England for seven years. A petition
requesting her release was ineffectual and, in 1792, she arrived in NSW aboard the
Royal Admiral and was assigned as a servant with the duties of a nursemaid to
Major Francis Grose, commander of the colony’s military garrison. On arrival she
wrote to her aunt, Penelope Hope, expressing in idiosyncratic spelling her
ambition to reduce her sentence of seven years and to ‘watch every opportunity to
get away in 2 or 3 years. But | will make myself as happy as I can in my present
and unhappy situation’.

When 17 she married Thomas Reibey, an Irishman formerly of the East India
Company, who held property on the Hawkesbury River and conducted businesses
including shipping and the trading of goods. After her husband’s early death, Mary
continued his business interests with entrepreneurial skill. She expanded his
holdings of property and shipping. Represented on the banknote is an image of the
schooner Mercury, which was purchased by Thomas Reibey and his business
partner for trading in the Pacific Islands.

Although her first experience of the courts was as a defendant, she later appeared
as the plaintiff in court records, pursuing debts and deficiencies in her tenants. The
premises in George Street, Sydney, once owned by Reibey, are illustrated on the
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banknote. Her business abilities were acknowledged in 1817 when she was
appointed a founding member of the Bank of New South Wales.

She returned to England for a year-long sojourn in 1820. In her private journal
kept during the visit, she avoids any reference to her conviction and transportation.

Returning to NSW, she became increasingly known for her support of charity,
religion and education. Although she had proven herself to be a respectable
member of colonial society, she remained sensitive of her standing. She outlived
five of her seven children, and her will specified funds should be reserved for the
‘maintenance education and advancement in life’ of both her female and male
grandchildren.

Presbyterian minister Rev John Flynn (1880-1951) on the reverse, was born in
Moliagul, a central Victorian gold mining town. He qualified as a Presbyterian
Minister from Ormond College at Melbourne University. His career was devoted
to improving communication systems and medical services in Australia’s outback.

In 1911 he volunteered for an appointment to the Smith of Dunesk Mission at
Beltana in the northern Flinders Ranges of South Australia; the following year he
conducted a survey assessing the needs of inhabitants in central Australia and the
Northern Territory. His report drew attention to the physical and psychological
isolation in these areas, noting that ‘Darwin is an overseas, practically a foreign,
port, at present. A traveller from there has to submit to a Customs inspection on
arrival at Brisbane!” Flynn’s report was presented to the Presbyterian Church of
Australia General Assembly, and it led to the creation of the Australian Inland
Mission (AIM), with Flynn as its Superintendent.

Flynn secured a motor vehicle, and converted into an ambulance to carry patients
from remote areas to hospitals. In 1913, Flynn acquired five camels for his ‘Patrol
Padres’, as he began to establish nursing hostels and patrols across northern
Australia. A photograph of one of the ministers, the Reverend Coledge Harland,
mounted on his camel, is the basis for a background image on the banknote. In the
same year, Flynn started the magazine, The Inlander, having identified outbackers’
love to read.
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Writing for The Inlander, Flynn explored aviation as a means of revolutionising
the delivery of medical services to the outback. He suggested the Defence
Department might ‘employ its late Eagles of War as Doves of Peace’. He
envisaged an aerial medical service to rescue the lives of those in the outback,
equipped with pilots who could ‘wing their passengers anywhere faster than dull
man’s thoughts’, and doctors experienced in the ‘peculiar antics’ of air travel.

Less than 10 years later, in 1928, his vision was realised when the air ambulance
Victory made its first flight from Cloncurry, Queensland, for the AIM Aerial
Medical Service. The aircraft, a single engine De Havilland DH-50 leaving a
remote Broken Hill homestead in 1948 was leased from Qantas and is depicted in
the background.

Thirteen flying doctor bases were started across Australian and the “Australian
Aerial Medical Service was established in 1934. The organisation was renamed the
Flying Doctor Service of Australia in 1942 and the term ‘Royal’ was added in
1955. It remains the largest and most comprehensive aerial emergency and health
care service in the world.

An essential component of Flynn’s vision for the outback was the use of wireless
communication. With the assistance of Alfred Traeger, inventor of the pedal radio,
the capabilities of wireless communication were turned to reporting emergencies
to the aerial service and receiving medical advice on remote stations. The banknote
includes an interpretation of the pedal-powered generators used to operate the
wireless sets, together with the chart identifying areas of the human body during
communication with the medical service. With the publication of Ion Idriess’ book
Flynn of the Inland in 1932, John Flynn’s achievements became known to a wide
audience.

The 2019 note was issued on 9 October with new security features designed to keep
the banknote from counterfeiting and includes three “pimples’ assisting the visually
impaired. The Box-leaf Wattle (Acacia buxifolia) and the Laughing

Kookaburra (Dacelo novaeguineae) are in the central “clear window’.

Images of a Port Jackson schooner in Sydney Cove in the early 1800s, similar to
the type owned by Mary Reibey and beside it a traditional Eora nowie (canoe) is
on the obverse. Aboriginal women fishing from these vessels were a common
sight on the harbour.

A two engine De Havilland aircraft and a pedal-powered transceiver used by the
service to improve communication in remote areas is depicted alongside Rev John
Flynn.
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The $20 note is known “colloquially’ as the "Lobster’.
Richoawd Gaumumie

M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au

Whether you want advice or can’t find what you’re looking for, contact us. We
have a wide array of collectables in our store and our friendly team will be happy
to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 2047, or send an email

to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or shop on-line.

Regular Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm


mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au

- Page -11 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 26 OCTOBER 2021

BITS & BOBS ABOUT THE ORANGE & OPHIR
POST OFFICES AND THE BATHURST MAILS
OF 1851

Your editor has been scratching around looking for information on early local mail
routes, especially in the period after the Orange Post Office opened in 1 January
1849 to the period of the Ophir gold rush of 1851. Ophir is now just a rural
locality and a historical reserve 19km north of Orange from Orange.

o ford X
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At that time the population of Orange was less than 50. The town struggled
around a permanent source of water called Blackman’s Swamp. Because the
swamp was fed by permanent springs there was always water there for teamsters
and stock on the move. The permanent water provided an ideal locus for
settlement, hotels and stores, especially when creeks dried up.

When gold was ‘discovered’ at nearby Ophir in May 1851 the town started to
grow. It was also able to service a number of other gold-fields like Cargo and 4-
Mile Creek.

N

Orange “14” obliterator cancels an 8d orange-yellow, imperforate stamp of May
1853.
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This first Orange Post Office was reputedly in John Wood’s store “on the Bathurst

Road”. It was probably in what we now call East Orange. It opened on 1 January
1849.

Orange's population began to rise rapidly with the discovery of gold in the district,
and the village gradually filled with buildings of more permanence. The second
post office was constructed during this period (1851-55) with a John Arkins as
Postmaster. Arkins' annual salary was £12, increasing to £50 by 1855 when James
Dale was Postmaster, and then to £100 by 1861, an indication of the growing
postal business in Orange. In December 1860 the Telegraph reached Orange, six
years after its introduction to Australia. The Telegraph Station Master was Robert
Pizey, who was appointed with a salary of £150. Pizey was succeeded by Charles
Cooper as Telegraph Master in October 1862.

Orange’s first substantive post & telegraph office building was completed in 1851.
It was replaced by a more substantive building in the 1880°s

From 1 January 1870 the post office and telegraph offices were amalgamated in
New South Wales. In Orange, Charles Cooper stayed on as Telegraph Master
while his wife Rose Cooper was appointed Postmistress. It seems that the two
offices operated out of the same building at this time, although no official record of
this exists. In 1877, Charles Cooper wrote to the Post Master General asking for
further assistance in the running of the Post Office, complaining that he was often
at the office from 8.30am till 10pm, longer when he had to receive or dispatch
mail. As a result of Cooper's request, he was appointed as Postmaster as well as
Telegraph Master from 15 October 1877, a position he held until his retirement in
1897, and an assistant was employed at £100 per annum.

The Colonial Architect James Barnet prepared plans for the present Post Office
during 1877, which would adequately accommodate both the postal and telegraph
services. The plan included accommodation for the District Surveyor and Road
Superintendent, as well as the Post and Telegraph Office in the one building. The
estimated cost for construction came to £6,000. The building tender was accepted
from a Mr J. Douglas on 18 November 1878. A clock and turret were added to the
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design during 1879 at an extra cost of £395, with the clock itself costing £205. The
building was completed on 29 December 1879 and officially opened by the
Postmaster General, Mr S. Samuel on 10 February 1880.

The re-built James Barnet Orange Post Office building. It is still in use.

During 1903 the decision was made to take over the entire building for use as the
Post Office and to carry out alterations and additions. A tender from Mr J. H.
Gains was accepted for the work at £1,397. In August 1903, the Road
Superintendent vacated the section of the building he had occupied, and the Post
Office moved into this section while the work was completed in the main office.
Three upstairs rooms, which had been occupied by the School of Arts were also
taken over by the Post Office, while the telephone switchboard was placed in the
upper front room. The repairs and alteration were finalised on 14 July 1904 at a
total cost of £150.

Going back to the opening of the first Orange Post Office on 1% January 1849 mail
was carried by Mr Rotten’s coaches. From the start of 1848 a Mr Rotten had held
a number of inland mail contracts. Mr. Rotten's contract extended over a line of
upwards of 1,000km, viz., Horsley, Penrith, Parramatta, Sydney, Mudgee,
Carcoar, Canowindra, Orange, Molong, Wellington, Dabee, and O'Connell Plains.
Rotten’s coaches delivered mail to Orange twice a week in 1849, but in 1851 the
service was increased to three times a week. . A note in the Sydney Morning
Herald of 31 August 1849 noted that for the whole of the period of the Mr
Rotten’s contract, the mails had arrived with a regularity unknown before. To all
these places, the article added, the mails have arrived punctually, and generally
before the stipulated hour of arrival.

The state of the roads was not helpful. The Bathurst Advocate of 1 July 1848
reported — “On Tuesday last as the Mail with a full load had reached Bathurst
within about twenty-four miles, the axle-tree of the conveyance broke, and the
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passengers had to return, to Howard's public-house for the night. A messenger was
despatched to town with the news, and Mr. Rotten, the contractor, immediately
started, (about one o'clock on Wednesday morning) with another conveyance,
taking with him the Sydney mails. It arrived back in Bathurst about ten o'clock,
a.m., on Wednesday. We believe that no person was injured by the accident. We
are really surprised that more serious accidents do not occur through the dreadfully
bad state of the roads. Surely something ought to be done, and that quick

Until the mid-1890’s Bathurst was always bigger than Orange. In 1851 its
population was close to 1,000. People forget, though, that from 1815 to the 1833
Bathurst was just a military camp and convict depot. There were always regiments
of British troops stationed there. The civilian population were required to live on
the east side of the Macquarie River at Kelso.

Nonetheless, Bathurst’s first post office opened on 1% March 1828. In this very
early period mail was brought to Bathurst from Sydney by mounted troopers.

It was Governor Darling who responded to increasing complaints in the mid-1820s
when he considered the proposal to establish an Inland Post with seven ‘country
post offices each with a Deputy Post Master in charge'. Thus the Bathurst Post
Office opened in March, 1828, with Mr. A. Macleod temporarily employed until
the Clerk to the Bench of Magistrates, Mr. John Liscombe, took over.
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In the 1850°s Bathurst’s second post office operated out of the old court house
building. It was erected in stages between 1830 and 1840 and was demolished in
1875 for a Bathurst Court Hose and Post Office complex.

Bathurst and Carcoar became the regional administration centres.

From the mid-1840’s quite a number of copper mines were working around
Bathurst. On the day that the discovery of gold was announced by Hargraves on
10 May 1851 the first dray-load of copper ingots from the Byng smelter trundled
through town. Once gold was discovered these copper mines were mostly
abandoned for another 25 years.
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THE AUSTRALIAN GOLD DISTRICT.—BATHURST TO OPHIR.

GOLD-BEEKELS ARRIVING AT BATHU ON THEIE WAY TO OPHIR,

Bathurst in 18571 with diggers off to Ophir. The civilian town by then had moved to the Macquarie
River’s west bank.

The Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal gave local mail route details in their
Wednesday 12 November 1851 edition. The gold rush to Ophir had started in
mid-May 1851. The Sofala and Turon River gold-fields had opened up by June
1851.
The mail routes closing times from 1% September 1851 were listed:-

To Sydney every morning in the week at 3am except Saturdays

From Sydney every evening of the week except Thursday, 6pm

To and from Parramatta, same as Sydney, 12

To and from Penrith, same days and hours, 12

To and from Hartley, same days and hours, 12

To Dubbo, once a week, viz, every Wednesday morning at 6am

From Dubbo, every Monday and Thursday, at 6 o’clock pm

To Wellington twice a week, viz, on Wednesdays and Sundays at 6 o’clock

am

From Wellington twice a week, viz, every Monday and Thursday at 6pm

To Molong, same as Wellington

To Orange, every Sunday, Wednesday and Friday, at 6 o’clock am

From Orange every Monday, Thursday and Saturday, at 6 o’clock pm

To Carcoar, every Sunday, Wednesday and Friday, at 6 o’clock am

From Carcoar, every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 6 o’clock pm

To Sofala every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, at 9 0°clock am

From Sofala, every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 3 o’clock pm

To O’Connell every Sunday and Wednesday, at 10 o’clock am

From O’Connell, same days at 6pm

To Rockley, every Friday at 8 o’clock am

From Rockley, every Saturday at 6 o’clock am

The total of mail mails, weekly, was 83.
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he Bathurst mail coach at the Sydney Mint in July 185

Arrival of

OPHIR’S FIRST POST OFFICE
The Ophir Post Office was opened in a tent on 1 July 1851. It was guarded by
armed gold escort police attached to the Assistant Gold Commissioner.

Ophir in 1851
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Washing gold at the Fitzroy Bar at Ophir in 1851. This site at the current road
crossing and picnic area on the creek, has been mined three times. You can still
find small gold grains here.

The Fitzroy Bar road crossing today is part of the Ophir recreation area
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The Fitzroy Bar at Ophir, site of the current creek crossing in 1891. A reef gold
mine which was developed in that period, and its crushing battery is shown. In
late-1851 it had been the site of the Assistant Gold-field Commissioners office
and the first post office. It went from a tent to a wooden building in September
1851 but was later demolished by floods.

time in 1863. The “103” number was later transferred to Manly

As diggers were drawn away to the richer gold-fields of the Turon, the Ophir
Post Office first closed on 31 December 1857. Miners returned to
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systematically mine lower-grade alluvial gravels in the 1860’s, causing the post
office to re-open on 1 January 1863. It eventually closed on 30 June 1900.

In the period from the 1880’s to 1983, the Ophir mail contractor started his run
from the Mullion Creek Post Office with mail delivered there by the T.P.O.
West.

The rush to Ophir, Australia’s first gold-rush, started after 10" May 1851 when
Edmond Hammond Hargraves deliberately “leaked” news of his “discovery” at a
public meeting at a Bathurst Hotel. In fact only about 900 persons rushed to Ophir.
Ophir was overshadowed by the more substantive rushes to the Turon River in
June and July 1851 that involved tens of thousands of diggers.

It is now widely agreed now that the original discoverer of gold at Ophir was
William Tipple-Smith in 1848. Your editor has handled gold specimens he
collected there in that year. He also sent a 50z nugget off to England.

Hargraves was shown the gold at Ophir in early 1851 by locals William Tom and
John Lister. We would call Edmond Hammond Hargraves the ‘promoter’ these
days.

People, like your editor, learned at school that Hargraves was the discoverer of

gold. They even produced a stamp to mark the centenary of the “gold find” at
Ophir in 1851.
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Hargraves importance, however, remains in the fact that he initiated the gold rush
and he introduced the gold cradle into Australia from California.

Your editor is also working on a story about a man called McGregor who operated
a very successful gold mine at a “suburb” of Bodangora near Willington, called
Kaiser. That was in 1843. But that’s another story.

The Sydney Morning Herald of Monday on 21 July 2021 reproduced the NSW
Government Gazette’s announcement of Friday 18" July 1851 on the
arrangements for getting gold to the mint in Sydney: -
“CONVEYANCE AND ESCORT OF GOLD FROM THE MINES AT"
OPHIR, TO SYDNEY.
(From Friday's N.S.W. Government Gazette.)
1. The Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 17" July, 1851 His Excellency
the Governor General directs it to be notified, that pending some more
permanent measure, an arrangement has been made for the conveyance of
gold, under the charge of an armed escort, from the mines at Ophir to
Sydney, once a week, by the mail.
2. Persons having gold to transmit will therefore have the opportunity of
forwarding it with the security of the protection which the Government will
be able to afford; but itis to be understood, that in the event of a loss,
notwithstanding that protection, the Government will not be responsible for
it.
3. The gold intended to be sent to Sydney is to be delivered to the
Commissioner of Crown Lands at Ophir, who, after weighing it will place it
in bags, which are to be sealed, numbered, addressed, and marked by him,
with the weight, in the presence of the parties bringing it; and receipts will
be granted by him, in which these particulars will be specified, as well as
the description of the gold, and the names of the agents or persons to whom
itis to be delivered in Sydney.
4. The chest or safe containing the gold will be consigned to the Colonial
Treasurer in Sydney, who will deliver the bags to the persons or agents
appointed to receive them, on their producing authorities, corresponding
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with the receipts given by Commissioner, and with the return which will be
transmitted by him to the Treasury.

5. A charge will be made by the Government for gold forwarded under this
arrangement, at the rate of one per cent, on its value, estimated at £3 4s.per
ounce for washed gold, and £2 8s for gold obtained by amalgamation and
payment of the same will be required to be made at the Treasury on the
delivery of the packages.

6. The mails by which gold may be sent under the protection of an escort
will leave Ophir every Tuesday morning, arriving in Sydney at 8 a.m., on
the Thursday following, commencing on Tuesday, the 22nd instant.

7. The packages of gold will be delivered at the Colonial Treasury, between
the hours of eleven and twelve o'clock, on each Thursday, to the agents or
parties authorised to receive them.”

7 .
Ay 0
AF Da

The gold-diggings at Ophir in 1851

The Sydney Morning Herald also published a brief note, dated Orange 17% July
1851, mentioning that the first mail direct from Orange to Ophir will start on
Friday [18™ July 1851]

Unfortunately the price of gold had decreased by August 1851 and the gold escort
from Ophir was losing business.

The Sydney Morning Herald of 12" September 1851 published an earlier report
dated Ophir August 19 1851:-
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“Great complaints are made of the early hour at which the mail hence for
Sydney leaves on the morning after its arrival, sometimes late the previous
evening, thereby preventing correspondents replying to their letters by
return of post. It is thought, that to ensure the arrival of the mail in in
Bathurst in sufficient time for transit hence to Sydney, that eight o'clock in
the morning would be quite early enough for it to leave Ophir. At present it
starts at daybreak, and the [Post]. It must be admitted that the postmaster
here is by no means disobliging, and that at any reasonable hour, after the
time of closing, he will not refuse to take in letters, it is therefore to be
lamented that he has determined to discontinue the office. We may got a
worse or less obliging public servant. Certainly the remuneration is by no
means adequate to the duties, he being in the receipt of no more than five
pounds per annum. It is scarcely worth a man's attention for so trumpery a
salary, for he must be constantly on the spot. The salary ought to be at least
equal to that paid to the postmaster in the minor country towns, for his
duties are quite as onerous as theirs.”

“In consequence of the price of gold in Sydney having fallen, some say 1s
6d in the ounce, the precious metal here does not meet with ready
purchasers for more than £3 4s per ounce, which considering the escort
charge, &c., is even more than a buyer can afford to give. | expect that next
week few will be found liberal enough to give more than three guineas. The
quantity of gold forwarded by the last escort, was trifling compared with the
amount sent by that conveyance previously. This is to be accounted for by
the fact that many parties prefer the risk of taking their collections to
Bathurst, and disposing of it there, in the hope of making a few shillings
more, not taking into consideration the expense of their journey, and time
lost, when it might have been profitably employed at the head of their
cradles. No saving is effected by such procedure, as only one per cent escort
Is charged, whether from Ophir or Bathurst to Sydney.”

“The escort 1s the only safe conveyance, and as itis supported at great
expense, parties should not be "penny-wise and pound foolish," in risking
the chance of being relieved one fine morning by an armed marauder.”
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Another view of the steep country on either side of Summerhill Creek at Ophir in
1851

; i : fi x ”: ’%f: e i
A typical hut at Ophir 1870’s. No one ever built a substantial building at Ophir.
The hotels and stores were of the pre-fab type that could be carted away on a dray

A Song- of the Ophir. From the Sydney Morning Herald November 1851
Written by Henry Monks - a plain hardworking Hand: -
Let's thank the enterprising men who sent us all a gigging
Since they found out the golden stream where thousands now are digging;
When first | heard about those mines I thought it all a story
Until I got well-grounded truth from a shepherd wise and hoary;
Says he, "My son if there you go, you'll find that I'm not rigging.
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But take a spade, a pick, and dish, there's lots of gold for digging."
Soon my nag | mounted and with full supplies I started

But I was nearly turning back through jests as | departed;

My master swore that | was mad; my mistress | was raving;

Thinks I, I'm not the only fool for yellow metal craving;

There's parsons, clerks, J.P.'s and all togged out in mining rigging

Just rushing fit to break their necks to Ophir gold mine digging.

When | got there to my delight | found it was no gammon;

So | lit my pipe and quaffed a tot-full to the health of mammon;

Said one-" I've found n nugget bright, for two hours just, | sought it"

It bumped down thirty sovs. by scale, the sheeny Austin bought it;
‘Twas he who sent the news abroad, but most thought he was rigging.
But now like swallows here they fly to test the Ophir digging.

In hundreds hither now they flock with cradles on their shoulders.
With knife and pistol in their belts to frighten all beholders;

"Tis strange to sec the motley group whilst their machines are rocking.
While lumps of gold fall down like lead to fill each digger's stocking:
Their camps are like the native blacks', in tents like gipsies pigging.
They care defy; sing jolly songs about the Ophir digging.

At night when all the fires are lit, 'tis an illumination;

Though guns pop off; they shout " huzza™ as if at Coronation;

The old men tell their tales of love, though young-uns full of laughter
Declare that when their fortune's made some sweet girl they'll be after;
Then through the night the sounds you'll hear of whistling, humming, and
Jigging.

And all to praise the poor man's friend, the Ophir gold mine digging.
‘Twas said by slothful stop-at-homes, though diggers were all starving,
We've lots of bread and at our board’ fat meat we're always carving;
We've tea galore and something strong we use in moderation;

And all are honest here as men in highest occupation;

Our goods we leave unwatched, exposed; there's nothing heard of prigging
So here's good luck to New South Wales and Ophir gold mine digging.”
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Mining alluvial gold in the creek at Ophir in the 1890’s involved diverting the
channel. This ground has been mined three times over.

MAIL THROUGH BATHURST POST OFFICE, 1851

The Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal of 27 November also gave details
of the number of items of mail passing through Bathurst Post Office: -

Received Despatched
January 1851 3,821 3,788
February 1851 3,482 3,284
March 1851 4,095 3,966
April 1851 3,944 4,048
May 1851 4,319 4,184
June 1851 6,054 6,189
July 1851 7,828 7,027
August 1851 10,385 10,592
September 1851 20,479 24,557

Mail from and to Orange, Dubbo, Carcoar and Wellington was re-sorted at
Bathurst and was included in these totals.

REGISTERED MAIL FROM BATHURST IN 1851

It was interesting to look at the number of Registered Letters passing through the
Bathurst Post Office. Information was given in the Bathurst Free Press and
Mining Journal of Wednesday 12 November 1851.

Before the Gold Rush, registered mail had mainly been used to transmit currency,
jewellery etc. After that charlatan, Hargraves, publicly announced “his gold
discovery” on 10 May 1851, miners and gold buyers saw the sense in sending gold
to the Mint in Sydney by Registered Mail. That gave them “insurance” cover. It
was a period when a mail coach was likely to be held up.
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Registered  Mis-sent Bathurst Total

Regd Letters for January 1851 56 82 138
Regd Letters for February 1851 60 54 114
Regd Letters for March 1851 49 58 107
Regd Letters for April 1851 41 64 105
Regd Letters for May 1851 42 70 112
Regd Letters for June 1851 54 112 166
Regd Letters for July 1851 83 179 262
Regd Letters for August 1851 204 202 406
Regd Letters for September 1851 552 179 731

The post office newspaper report noted that the proportion of newspapers to letters
was 1 to 11. The quantity of gold (“irrespective of mis-sent gold”) which passed
through the Bathurst Post Office from 27" May 1851 up to the end of September
1851, was 25,644 ounces avoirdupois [they didn’t have troy ounce scales].

The Bathurst Post Office commented on the considerable quantities of mis-sent
gold from the Ophir & Orange Post Offices and transmitted by Bathurst Post
Office on to Sydney.

Unfortunately there is no record of the number of items handled by the fledgling
Orange and Ophir Post Offices.

Mis-sent mail included items that were improperly addressed, and items on which
the correct postage rate was not paid.

The Government Gazette of Friday 8" September 1851 warned: - “Some
misapprehension appearing to exist as to the rate of postage which should be
charges on packets of gold sent by post, notice is hereby given, that such packets
do not come under the provision of the 9" Clause of the Act of Council, 13
Victoria, No 38, but are charged at the full rate of postage as letters.

There was no parcel post in those days.

MORE ON THE BATHURST TO SYDNEY MAIL COACH IN 1851

Rotten and Perry, of Bathurst, rather than just Rotten, operated the mail coach that
ran from Bathurst to Sydney and return. Their classified advertisements noted that
from August 1851 their coach leaves Queen Victoria Hotel in Bathurst at 3a.m.
and arrived in Sydney at 8am the following day. Passengers could only carry 14lb.
of luggage. Excess baggage was charged at 6d per Ib. Parcels under 5Ib in weight
cost 5/-. Excess on parcels was also charged at 6d per Ib.

It left Sydney at 6pm. The trip back took 2 days.

Bookings could be made at Mr Rotten’s in Bathurst and Mr Titterton’s at the
White Horse Cellar in Sydney.

Their classified advertisement provided the disclaimer that: - “The proprietors will
not be responsible for accidents, or for delays occasioned by weather, or the bad
state of the roads.”

An 1850’s the journey from Sydney across the Blue Mountains was quite
daunting. On Sunday, November 27 1853, Thomas Simons was driving the
Bathurst mail coach from Sydney when he came to the top of Mount Victoria.
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Ahead was a long, steep descent. In those days there were no proper brakes on
the coaches. The horses did all the barking work. They had straps (breechings)
that went around their haunches, to allow them to push back. Passengers were
in the habit of leaving the coach and walking down the steepest section.

On this occasion Simons requested that the travellers alight, but the man sitting
up beside him refused, saying ‘Ifits safe for you to ride, so can we.” The driver
explained that he was only going to stay in his seat because it was easier to
manage the horses from above.

Unfortunately the man’s attitude was infectious and the other passengers
refused to climb down too. They pointed out that they had paid their fare and
they were staying put. With no alternative, the heavily laden coach started off
down the mountain. Almost immediately one of the lead horses shied. There
were no fences and it plunged into the gully below, dragging the other

horses and the stagecoach with it.

Recalling the accident years later a reporter for the Sydney Mail wrote;
One man (Mr. Fitzpatrick, a storekeeper from Bathurst) was killed, and the
others crippled, but the coachman fell into the fork of a tree and was not
seriously injured, though his four horses were all killed and the coach was
wrecked.

The Sydney Morning Herald published a report a few days afterwards;
FATAL COACH ACCIDENT - On Sunday afternoon last, the mail coach, on
its upward route to Bathurst, was precipitated into a deep abyss whilst
descending Mount Victoria, together with driver, horses, and passengers, when
Mr Thomas Fitzpatrick, brother of Mr James Fitzpatrick of this town, was so
dreadfully bruised and lacerated that he has since died.... Considering the
depth of the gully where the accident occurred, the source of astonishment
which appears to prevail is that a single individual escaped with his life. One
man to save himself instinctively sprang from his seat whilst the coach was
making its first revolution, and without noting the direction, leaped down the
precipice, rolling and tumbling from rock to rock until he landed at a depth
variously estimated at 120 to 150 feet. Singular to say he was not seriously
injured.

On another night, the Bathurst mail coach, loaded with gold for the Sydney
Mint, and with a police escort, were about opposite the cemetery between Little
Hartley and Hartley. The coach driver noticed that a sapling fence was
blocking the road. Realizing it was probably the work of bushrangers he
whipped up the horses and charged straight through it. Unfortunately it slowed
the coach enough for the bushrangers to take aim. They fired a volley, shooting
one of the four horses dead.

The driver jumped off and ran to the hotel at Little Hartley to report the
‘sticking up’ to Mr Markell at the Rose Inn. Meanwhile, the police
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escort engaged in a gunfight with the bushrangers and managed to save the gold
and the mail.

Rose Inn at Little Hartley

THE BATHURST TO TURON MAIL COACH

Samuel Jenner ran a coach to the Turon in the early 1850’s. It left Bathurst at
10.15 and took 6 hours to get to Sofala. It from the Black Bull Inn in Bathurst.
This coach service ran daily, although the mail contract was only for three days a
week.

An assistant gold commissioner receiving and weighing gold for the gold escort —
Turon River 1852. Postage has yet to be paid.
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‘SHOW & TELL’ ITEMS FROM THE ORANGE CLUB 28"
SEPTEMBER 2021 MEETING

DEREK DOLSTRA — 4 COVERS

Derek Dolstra showed a Philippine air mail cover for one of the flights associated with the
Philippine Air Mail Congress of 1939.

He also showed a cover posted to the United States was posted at Ipswich at the height of the
pandemic on 9 February 1919. It travelled by train to Wallangarra and on to Sydney. It was
disinfected at San Francisco:-
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The 3rd a cover carried on the first Singapore to Kuala Lumpur and on to Penang on 28 June
1937 by Wearne’s Air Service (see the August Newsletter): -

g
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And lastly, a cover flown on the first Pan American America to Africa Ferry service from the
United Sates to the Belgian Congo. Its main role was ferrying uranium ore from the Congo to
America for Project Manhattan. The cover was flown between the intermediate destinations of
Bathurst in Gambia and Lagos in Nigeria. Derek spoke about Hitler’s uranium grab for the
Congo in the hope of building a Nazi atom bomb.
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TONY READ - 6d KINGSFORD-SMITH STAMP RE-ENTRY

Tony Read shoed a block of 4 of the 6d violet stamp of 19" March 1931 showing the re-entry.
“FO” and “LD” all heavily re-entered and doubled
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KINGSFORD SMITH'
WORLD FLIGHTS

Images thanks to Stampboards of 19 May 2015 with thanks

TONY READ — THEATRE PASS TOKENS FOR THE ROYAL VICTORIA
THEATRE, SYDNEY.

Tony Read showed three brass theatre tokens (theatre passes) produced possibly in the late-
1850’s to early 1860’s for the Royal Victoria Theatre in Sydney.

These theatre passes were produced by Australia’s first token maker, John craven Thornthwaite.
Their style is similar to his early tokens, but some opinions suggest he might have made them
after tokens were declared illegal in New South Wales in 1868.

He appears to have produced these brass passes for the dress boxes, the upper boxes, the pit and
the gallery.

The Royal Victoria Theatre was the first large theatre in Sydney. It opened in 1838. Operas,
plays, pantomimes and other events were held, and leading entertainers performed at the theatre.
There were 1,900 seats. 1,000 were in a large pit extending below the dress circle — the first
theatre in Australia to have this arrangement — with upper circle and gallery above. Entry to the
dress and upper circle was through the main entrance, and other patrons used a side entrance. The
Sydney Monitor reported that the building was "truly elegant. ... From the pit you would suppose
that you were in a large provincial theatre in England.” In 1841 the theatre was fitted with gas
lighting.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dress_circle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sydney_Monitor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sydney_Monitor
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On 22 July 1880, the uninsured theatre burned to the ground.

TONY READ - THEATRE PASS TOKEN FOR THE DRURY LANE
THEATRE LONDON 1888 PRODUCTION OF THE ARMADA

The Great Drury Lane Theatre is still in existence. It is the fourth in a line of for theatres in this
location that date back to 1663. The first one burnt down in 1672 but was re-built. It was re-built
again in 1794 but burnt down in 1809. The current theatre opened in 1812. It is owned by
Andrew Lloyd-Webber.

The theatre became famous under the management of Augustus Harris from 1879. His
productions centred on the ‘spectacular’. One was the Spectacular Drama Armada of 1888. The
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Spanish Armada was in 1588. It shows a scene from the Battle of Gravelines 300 years
previously

London Drury Lane Theatre brass pass for the Armada production of 1888. Obverse: Two battling sailing ships in
centre with legend: "GREAT DRURY LANE DRAMA". Reverse: Legend around periphery and on four lines in
centre: "AUGUSTUS HARRIS' COMPANY « THE ARMADA 1588 - 1888 « EVERY EVENING". Nice

5.09¢g and 25mm-diameter, brass
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PPC of Ada Nelson as Queen Elizabeth | in the 1888 production of the Armada which opened on
22 September 1888



- Page -35 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 26 OCTOBER 2021

ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC. PAGE NUMBER:

OWNER: VALUE$




- Page -36 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 26 OCTOBER 2021



