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THIS CURRENT ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON 

THIS TUESDAY 25th OCTOBER 

2022.   
 

Our next meeting is at the Orange 

Cultural Centre at 7.30 on this Tuesday 

25th October 2022. 

 

 

Our next monthly coin & 

stamp mini-fair is in the Orange 

Cultural Centre is on Saturday 5th 

November 2022 from 9 to about 1pm.  

 

 
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair are 

held in the Orange Cultural Centre 

building Sale St, Orange. It’s the 

building that used to be a school. It’s on 

the right hand side as you enter the 

Woolworths Car Park. The building is 

sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but 

entrance is from the mini-park on the 

Sale St frontage 
 

OUR NEXT CLUB ‘NIGHT’ 

MEETING AFTER THIS ONE IS ON 

TUESDAY 29th NOVEMBER 2022  
 

Our next night-time, monthly meeting, after this 

one, is on Tuesday 29th November 2022 at 

7.30pm.  It is the last meeting for 2022.  The 

Club meets again, after that, on Tuesday 24th 

January 2022. 
 

The Club always meets on the last Tuesday of 

each month, except in December. 

 

 

OUR 2022 SPRING FAIR IS ON 

SATURDAY 19th and SUNDAY 20th 

NOVEMBER IN THE ORANGE HIGH 

SCHOOL HALL 
 

Our 2-day Spring Fair wil be on Saturday 19th 

and Sunday 20th November 2022 in the Orange 

High School Hall in Woodward St. 

 

It involves stamp and coin dealers from round 

New South Wales and Interstate. They are keen 

to buy and sell.  

 

Club displays (yes..please one!) 

 

For further information contact the Secretary, 

P.O. Box 9113, Orange. 2800, 

ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

or phone Howard : 0427 107 554 
 

 

 

OUR EXPO 2022 DEALERS PLEASE 

KEEP SUPPORTING THEM AT 

EXPO 2022   

Dealers who attended our 20212 Expo were: - 

 Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 

www.wynyardcoins.com.au  

 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) – PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 

A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044) 

Buying and Selling 
 

  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 

6362 2368, E-mail: 

howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying 

and Selling – Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  
 

 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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 Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown. 

NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email – 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-

wide stamps bought and sold  
 

 AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of Long 

Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. Email: - 

aaastamps@yahoo.com.au Buying & 

selling World stamps  
 

 Pittwater Philatelic Services 

is in temporary recess as 

John travels around 

Australia. 
 

DEATH OF MEMBER KLAUS 

BARRASCH 
 

Members were surprised to read of the 

death of Klaus Barrasch in last 

Saturday’s Central Western Daily. He 

passed away at his unit in Orange Grove 

on 6th October 2022.  He was 84. 

 

Klaus had been a member since 2010.  

He used to live at Cudal, but since 

moved into the Orange Grove 

retirement units in town.  

 

Klaus has had serious medical (cardiac) 

issues for the past 10 years or so, 

possibly longer, and has had to let his 

stamp collecting “go”. He sold off most 

of his collection in the past few years.  

 

Klaus was the first Club member (other 

than Andy Auld) to take exhibiting in 

National (and in New Zealand) shows 

seriously.  

 

At these National Shows Klaus won 

numerous silver and awards for his 

displays of Rohrpost mails of Berlin, 

German inflation stamps, West 

Australian stamps and postmarks, and 

other subjects. 

 

Klaus always liked to excel in what he 

did.   
 

Your editor met Klaus decades ago 

when he was a very keen lapidarist and 

gem fossicker. At that time he was the 

National gem faceting champion.  You 

need good “young” eyes for that – so he 

moved into stamps. Your editor, and 

Kevin, have mineral specimens from 

Klaus’s collection.  

 

Klaus’s wife, Meree Barrasch, was also 

an active Club member. Meree also 

entered her postcard exhibits in National 

shows Unfortunately, Meree passed 

away in October 2012. 

 

 
Klaus Barrasch beside his winning entry 

The German Hyperinflation of the 

1920’s…”; at Expo 2012 
 

 
Klaus Barrasch with his winning entry in the 

Andy Auld Shield competition for the most 

popular display. [CWD photo]. It was a display 

of postcards that matched to make up 3 larger 

pictures 

 

Although he wasn’t so active over the last few 

years, Klaus’s death was a loss to philately. 
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2022 ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING ON 27 SEPTEMBER 

 

The Club’s annual general meeting was held on 

27 September 2022. The following were elected 

(or re-elected):-  

President  Tony Read 

Vice-president  Rob. Willis 

Treasurer  Howard Lyons 

Secretary  Derek Dolstra 

Committee  Graham Doherty 

   Richard Gammie 

   Kevin Capnerhurst 

   Col. Davidson 

Publicity  Howard Lyon 

Youth Development Audrey Ferris 

Circuit Books  Colin Richardson 

Newsletter   Derek Dolstra 

 

 
 

DATES FOR 2022 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 25th October 2022 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. 
 

Petersham Fair, Petersham Town Hall, 

Sunday 30th October 2022, Crystal St, 

Petersham,  
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly 

mini-fair, Saturday 5th November 2022, 9-

12.30, Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St 

Orange 

 

Campbelltown Club’s Fishers Ghost 

Stamp Fair, Sunday 6th November 2022 at 

the Campbelltown Civic Centre, Queen & 

Broughton Streets Campbelltown, from 10am 
 

PHILAS Auction #142, 12noon Saturday 17 

November 2022. PHILAS House, 

Darlinghurst.   

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s 2-day 

Spring Fair, Sat. 19th and Sun. 20th 

November 2022 at the Orange High 

School Hall, Woodward St, Orange 
 

Wagga 2-day Stamp & Coin Fair, 26th and 

27th November 2022, Sturt Primary School, 

Kooringal, Wagga 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club meeting, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 29th November 2022 at 

the Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St. This is 

our last meeting for 2022.  The next meeting 

after that will be on 24th January 2022. 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s monthly 

mini-fair, Saturday 3rd December 2022, 9-

12.30, Orange Cultural Centre, Sale St 

Orange.  The next mini-fair after that wil be 

on Saturday morning 4th February 2022 
 

Hobart one-frame Stampshow, 19-21 May 

2023 at the Hobart Town Hall. 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB 
 

Items for this newsletter need to be posted to the 

Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -PO Box 

9113, ORANGE 2800.  They can always also be 

e-mailed to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au  

Phone 63 614 872 
 

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO CASH! 

GET SOME PAGES READY FOR THE 

CLUB’S EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin Richardson said that the stamp & coin 

circuit books are both about to circulate again.  

Colin needs coin and stamp pages for the next 

circuit books.    

Colin can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634

 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB Inc. 
 

SPRING FAIR 2022 

 

SATURDAY – 19th November 2022 
9am to 4pm 

          
SUNDAY – 20th November 2022 

 

9am to 3pm   
 

At the Orange High School Hall 
Woodward Street, Orange 

 

(Off-street parking available, turn left opposite United Petrol Station 

 in Woodward Street just prior to the traffic lights.) 

 

 

Interstate & NSW dealers offering a range of Australian 

& World stamps, coins and accessories 
 

Buying and Selling 
 

Admission $2; accompanied children free 
 

For further information contact the Secretary, P.O. Box 9113, Orange. 2800 

or phone Howard : 0427 107 554 

 

COVID CONDITIONS MAY APPLY 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER 25TH OCTOBER 2022 

6 | P a g e  
 

 
 

The M.R. Roberts’ Wynyard Coins table at our April 2022 Coin & Stamp Expo 
 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 

 

 
 

The 4 x $1.10 Australian Rivers stamps are being issued on 25th October 2022 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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Sunday 6th November 2022    

FISHER’S GHOST 
STAMP FAIR 
AT CAMPBELLTOWN CIVIC CENTRE  

CORNER OF QUEEN & BROUGHTON STREETS. 
DOORS OPEN 10 AM  

The 18th Annual Fisher’s Ghost Stamp Fair  
Meet with stamp dealers 

 Purchase stock books and stamp accessories from Bexley Stamps.   
Two auctions 

Free entry  

 
 

SPONSORED BY CAMPBELLTOWN DISTRICT PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
 

STAMP DEALERS, CIRCUIT BOOKS & STAMP ACCESSORIES 
 

“A GOOD DAY SHOWING WHAT STAMP COLLECTING IS ALL ABOUT” 
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THE 29th GIRL GUIDES MUSTER 25 August to 1 September, 1973 
 

Bradford Baker, one of our Victorian correspondents and readers sent this 
image of his registered cover for the 1973 Girl Guides Muster held over 6 
days at Borenore, just west of Orange: -  

 

 
 

 
 

Your editor has one of these covers, but not a rare Registered mail one like 
this. 
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An extract copy of a page from Colleen Woolley’s Australian Pictormarks, is shown above. 
Although there were 6143 ordinary cancels, there were only 115 registered covers. 
 
The temporary post office operated for the 4th Girl Guides Muster at the Australian 
National Field Days 100acre site.  The entrance is almost opposite the Borenore Railway 
Station. The temporary post office was staffed from Orange Post Office.    
 
A certain amount of mail would have been posted at the nearby (500m) Borenore Non-
Official Post Office that operated out of the Borenore General Store, but they just got a 
Borenore date-stamp cancel.  
 

The Borenore Railway Sation was operating in 1973 and participants would have arrived 
on the Silver City Comet that then ran from Orange to Broken Hill and return. 

 

 
 

The First Australian National Field Days at Borenore in 1959 
 

The Australian National Field Days site has been operational since 1959.  It has mown (no 
snakes) grass, water and sewerage, tarred internal roads, large sheds with cement floors 
and was eminently suitable for a large Girl Guides Muster. 
 
The 2022 Australian National Field Days just finished on 22 October 2022.   
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BANK OF ENGLAND BANKNOTES BEING WITHDRAWN 
 

It was mentioned at our September meeting that British Bank of England banknotes 

were being withdrawn. Was this to do with the death of Elizabeth II?   Well…no. 
 

Below is the press release from the Bank of England dated 23rd September 2022:-  
 

“This is the last week that our paper banknotes can still be used. 

‘The Bank of England will be withdrawing legal tender status of paper £20 and £50 
banknotes after 30 September 2022. After this date businesses will no longer be 

accepting these banknotes as payment.’ 

 

‘All polymer banknotes carrying a portrait of HM Queen Elizabeth II remain legal 
tender, and the public can continue to use these as normal. A further announcement 
regarding existing Bank of England banknotes will be made once the period of Royal 
mourning has been observed.’ 

‘After 30 September 2022 you will not be able to use paper banknotes. However the 
following options will remain available: 

 If you have a UK bank account, you will normally still be able to deposit them at 
your bank, or into your account at a Post Office. 

 You can exchange certain withdrawn paper banknotes for polymer notes at a 
limited number of Post Office branches. You can exchange withdrawn banknotes 
with the Bank of England, including by post. 

Although the majority of paper £20 and £50 banknotes in circulation have been 
replaced with new polymer versions, there are still over £5 billion worth of paper 
£20 featuring the economist Adam Smith, and nearly £6 billion worth of paper £50 
banknotes featuring the engineers Boulton and Watt, in circulation. That’s more 
than 250 million individual £20 banknotes, and more than 110 million paper £50 

banknotes.” 
 

So….. it’s only the paper banknotes that are being phased out – and it has nothing to do 

with the passing of Elizabeth II. 
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WHEN DID ELIZABETH II FIRST APPEAR ON A 
BANKNOTE? 
 
Elizabeth first appeared on money when she was still a princess. That was in 1935, when 
Canada's $20 bill featured the 8-year-old Princess Elizabeth, whose grandfather King George 
V was then the monarch, as part of a new series of notes. 
 

 
 
Released on the day it opened for business on 11 March, 1935, these are the first bank 
notes to be issued by the Bank of Canada. Their first bank note series was not actually 
designed by the Bank, but designed by security printers under consultation with the 
federal government. Two entire sets of notes were produced: one in English and one in 
French. They were otherwise identical. 

This was not what looked like modern money - even then. Almost everything about its 
appearance looks very much “nineteenth century”. The numbers, rosettes, the frames and 
some of the vignettes of industry featured on the notes were straight out of the printer’s 
catalogues. All the smaller denomination notes were adorned with members of the Royal 
Family and were the only notes to feature Royals other than the reigning monarch (an 
eight year old future Queen was one). Prime Ministers Laurier and MacDonald were 
featured on the bigger, less commonly used denominations. 

At the time of issue, Canada’s public self-identity was still tied to the British Empire. Its 
independent spirit was not yet prevalent in its money which featured classical imagery of a 
style that would not have been out of place in the 19th century. This was also the only 
series to include a $500 and a $25 bill. The $25 bill, released two months after the main 
series, was a special note commemorating the Silver Jubilee of King George V and is 
unusual among modern Canadian notes in featuring a foreign scene (Windsor Castle) on 
the back. 

 

The $1 note featured King George V 
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The $2 note featured Queen Mary 

 

 
The $5 note featured Edward, The Prince of Wales 

 

 
The $10 featured Princess Mary, only daughter of King George V 

 
# the $20 note featured the 8-year-old Princess Elizabeth, grand-daughter of King George 

V (see above) 
 

 
The $50 note featured Prince Albert, Duke of York, and later King George V 
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The $100 note featured Prince Henry, Duke of Gloucester, later an Australian Governor-

General 
 

 
The $500 note featured Sir John McDonald, the first Prime Minister of Canada 

 

 
The $1000 note carried a portrait of Sir Wilfred Laurier, 7th Prime Minister of Canada 

 

 
 

The $25 royal purple banknote was issued later on 6th May 1935 to commemorate the 
Silver Anniversary of George V 
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THE CROWN JEWELS – THE ORB AND THE 

SCEPTRE 
 

Tony Read introduced his short talk to the Club at the September meeting, in saying that 
he had noticed, and was interested in, the Sovereign’s Orb, displayed sitting atop the 
coffin of Queen Elizabeth II during her funeral procession.  Beside it was the Royal 
Sceptre.  
 

 
 
The Royal Orb and the Sceptre, as symbols of royal authority, had a long history.  
 

 
 
Tony showed a Roman coin of Valentian I, whose image was seen holding a sceptre-like 
labarum.  The sceptre had originally been a military standard of Rome’s first Christian 
emperor, Constantine.  Constantine had added the Chi-Rho symbol before the Battle of 
Milvan Bridge.  The coin also shows Valentian I holding a Latin Cross, indicating that he, too, 
was a Christian.  
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Tony also showed an image of a coin of Theodosius II.   He can be seen holding an eagle-
headed sceptre that was part of the Roman regalia. A globe (orb) is in his left hand, 
representing his authority over the World.  He was a pagan, so there was no cross. 
 

 
 

Tony Read also showed an image of a gold coin of Heraclius (610-641).  It shows the Globus 
Cruciger (the original Roman orb) which has a cross added to it. This was meant to be 
symbolic of the Emperor’s authority over the whole world and of Christendom. 
Also shown is Chi Ro symbol, the first two letters of the Greek alphabet, meaning “the 
anointed one”.  They are formed into a monogram.  The first Christian emperor, Constantine, 
saw these letters in a dream. The symbol is referred to as a “Christogram” or “chrismon”.  
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Moving on to Anglo-Saxon England, Edgar the Peaceful (reigned 959–975) was the first 
English king to be crowned with an actual crown, and a sceptre was also introduced for his 
coronation. After crowns, sceptres were the most potent symbols of royal authority in 
medieval England. 
 
Subsequently, Edward the Confessor (reigned 1042–1066) is depicted on a throne and 
wearing a crown and holding a sceptre in the first scene of the Bayeux Tapestry.   

 

 
 
Edward died without an heir, and William the Conqueror emerged as the first Norman king of 
England following his victory over the English at the Battle of Hastings. Wearing a crown 
became an important part of William I's efforts to assert authority over his new territory and 
subjects. At his death in 1087, the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle reported: "[William] kept great state 
… He wore his crown three times a year as often as he was in England … He was so stern 
and relentless … we must not forget the good order he kept in the land". Those ‘crown-
wearings’ were held on the religious festivals of Easter, Whitsun, and Christmas. 

 

 
Great Seal of Edward the Confessor seen holding a sceptre and an orb 

 

An emerging item of regalia was the orb, described in Tudor inventories as a gold ball with a 
cross, which underlined the monarch's sovereignty. Orbs had been pictorial emblems of royal 
authority in England since the early-Middle Ages, but a real orb was probably not used at any 
English coronation until Henry VIII (reigned 1509–1547). 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_the_Peaceful
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_the_Confessor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayeux_Tapestry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_the_Conqueror
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Normandy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Hastings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxon_Chronicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitsun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Tudor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VIII_of_England
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A gold penny of Henry III (reigned 1216 to 1272) shows him holding the original sceptre & orb 
 

 
Elizabeth I in her Coronation robes with the sceptre and the Tudor orb. 

 

The concept of hereditary state regalia was enshrined in English law in 1606 
when James I (reigned 1603–1625), the first Stuart king to rule England, decreed a list of 
"Roiall and Princely ornaments and Jewells to be indyvidually and inseparably for ever 
hereafter annexed to the Kingdome of this Realme". 
 
When Charles I (reigned 1625–1649) ascended the throne, he became desperate for 
money, and one of his first acts was to load 41 masterpieces from the Jewel House onto a 
ship bound for Amsterdam – the hub of Europe's jewel trade. This hoard of unique 
treasures, including the Mirror of Great Britain brooch, a 14th-century pendant called 
the Three Brothers, a 4.7-kilogram (10 lb) gold salt cellar known as the Morris Dance, and 
much fine Elizabethan plate, was expected to swell the king's coffers by £300,000, but 
fetched only £70,000.  
 
Charles's many conflicts with Parliament, triggered the English Civil War in 
1642. Parliament deemed the regalia as "Jewels of the Crown": their ownership was 
vested in the monarch by virtue of his public role as king and not owned by him personally.  
To avoid putting his subjects at legal risk, Charles asked his wife Henrietta Maria to 
smuggle the inalienable property of the Crown abroad and sell it on the Dutch jewellery 
market. Upon learning of the scheme, the House of Lords and House of Commons both 
declared anyone involved in trafficking the Crown Jewels to be an enemy of the 
state.[Henrietta succeeded in disposing of a small quantity of jewels, albeit at a heavy 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_VI_and_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Stuart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amsterdam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mirror_of_Great_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Brothers_(jewel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Crown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henrietta_Maria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Lords
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Commons_of_England
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discount, and shipped guns and ammunition back to England for the royalist cause. Two 
years later, Parliament seized 187 kilograms of rare silver-gilt pieces from the Jewel 
House and used the proceeds to bankroll its own side of the war.  
 

 
 

Charles II with his new Crown Jewels 
 

The monarchy was restored after Cromwell's death. For the English coronation of Charles II 
(reigned 1660–1685), who had been living in exile abroad, new Jewels were made based on 
records of the lost items. They were supplied by the banker and royal goldsmith, Sir Robert 
Vyner, at a cost of £12,184 7s 2d 
 

It was decided to fashion the replicas like the medieval regalia and to use the original names. 
These 22-carat gold objects, made in 1660 and 1661, form the nucleus of today's Crown 
Jewels: - St Edward's Crown, two sceptres, an orb, an ampulla, a pair of spurs, a pair 
of armills or bracelets, and a staff. A medieval silver-gilt anointing spoon and three early 
Stuart swords had survived and were returned to the Crown, and the Dutch ambassador 
arranged the return of extant jewels pawned in Holland. 

 
 

Sir Thomas (‘captain”) Blood escapes with the Royal Regalia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Restoration_(England)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Robert_Vyner,_1st_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Robert_Vyner,_1st_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C2%A3sd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armill
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In 1669, the Jewels went on public display for the first time in the Jewel House at the Tower of 
London. The Deputy Keeper of the Jewel House took the regalia out of a cupboard and 
showed it to visitors for a small fee. This informal arrangement was ended two years later 
when Thomas Blood, an Irish-born army officer loyal to Parliament, attacked the 77-year-old 
and stole a crown, a sceptre, and an orb. Blood and his three accomplices were apprehended 
at the castle perimeter, but the crown had been flattened with a mallet in an attempt to 
conceal it, and there was a dent in the orb. 
 

 
 

The Sovereign’s Orb is a symbol of the Sovereign’s power. It symbolises the Christian 

world with a cross mounted on a globe. The bands of jewels dividing it into 3 sections 
represent the three continents known in medieval times. 
 

The orb, itself is a 30cm-dimateter, hollow gold sphere, mounted with 9 emeralds, 18 rubies, 9 
sapphires, 365 diamonds, 375 pearls, an amethyst and a glass stone.  It has a mass of 
1.32kg. 
 

Charles II spent £1,150 to have it made by goldsmith Robert Viner. Originally it was decorated 
with imitation pearls, but George V replaced them with natural pearls in 1930.  
The sceptre has a mass of 1.1kg and it too was created by Robert Viner for Charles II.   
During the coronation service, the Orb is placed in the right hand of the monarch as they are 
invested with the symbols of sovereignty.  It is then placed on the altar before the moment of 
crowning. 
 

 

Only the top of the Orb was shown in the 76p Crown Jewels stamp issue of 2011 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewel_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keeper_of_the_Jewel_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Blood
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There are two Sovereign’s Sceptres in the Crown Jewels. The one carried at 

Elizabeth II’s funeral procession was the jewelled sceptre. 
 

The jewel in the end of this 92cm-long sceptre is known as the 'First Star of Africa' or 
Cullinan diamond.   It is the largest colourless cut diamond in the world.  This stone was 
gifted to Edward VII in 1907. In 1911 the Crown Jeweller, Garrard, mounted it in the 
Sovereign's Sceptre which had been made for Charles II's coronation in 1661.  The 
diamond is so large that the end of the sceptre with the diamond is hinged, so the stone 
can be removed and worn separately if desired. 
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This sceptre is divided into 3 sections.   The Cullinan Diamond is supported in an enamelled 
frame. It has an enamelled extension mounted with square-cut emeralds and an amethyst.  
These are set with smaller diamonds, rubies, spinels and emeralds. 
 
The base, or pommel, is also jewelled with rubies, emeralds, sapphires, diamonds and rubies. 
George IV had an enamelled rose, shamrock & thistle added for his coronation in 1820.  
 
 

 

The “gemstone” end of the Royal Sceptre appeared on a 2011 UK 1st Class stamp 

All of the Royal Regalia are kept in the Jewel House of the Tower of London.  When a 
Coronation is over – or a funeral – they are whisked back there.  They can normally be 
viewed by buying a ticket.   Adult tickets are £29.90 and kids are £14.90.  
 
 

 

Royal Mail’s 2011 Crown Jewels stamp issue of 2011 
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The heavily jewelled top end of the Royal Sceptre 
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THE ORIGINS OF BUSHRANGING: THE 1859 MAIL 

ROBBERY OF THE BATHURST TO SYDNEY COACH 

BY SOFALA’S BLACKSMITH, WILLIAM DAY  

 
 

No, it’s not the Bathurst Mail Coach – instead it’s a similar coach at Castlemaine in Victoria in 
1853 with a “load” of Chinese gold-diggers, mail and cargo 
 

In the mail coach on its journey from Bathurst to Sydney in June, 1859, there 
were only two passengers, one of them no less a personage than the Hon. L. H. 
Bayley, Attorney-General for the colony, who was returning to Sydney from 
Circuit work in the west; but the mail bags contained nearly £5,000 in bills, 
cheques, notes and cash, sent from the country banks to headquarters, or from 
country business men to Sydney merchants. 
 
Although gold was used as a “currency” on the gold-fields in the 1850’s actual 
money was also needed for a whole range of mercantile transactions.  It was 
always in short supply. 
 
Gold for the Mint in Sydney travelled by Registered post too, but mostly went on 
a well-armed gold escort. 
 

The mail coach was slowly ascending one of the long hills east of Hartley, 
nearing Mount Victoria, on the Blue Mountains, the two passengers walking 
some distance in advance, as was the custom, when suddenly the driver, 
William Andill, who was at the horses' heads, was startled by the appearance of 
a man called William Day with a gun and an order to stop. The unarmed driver 
could but obey, for the hill was too steep to permit of escape.  
 
The next order was "Chuck out the mail bags." 
  
"I must not do that," said Andill, "if you want them you must take them yourself." 
All this time the bushranger, who had a piece of blanket or bag over his head, 
with a hole cut in it to see through, kept his double-barrelled gun presented. Three 
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times he repeated the order, and was disobeyed: at last he said, "I have asked 
you three times: I don't want to shoot or murder you; but, by God, if you don't give 
me the bags I will."  

 
Driver Andill then got upon the box and threw the bags out, the gun being pointed 
at his head the whole time.    When all the bags were on the road in a heap, Day, 
still keeping his gun at the "ready" and with a large horse-pistol sticking out 
prominently from his belt, ordered the driver to proceed.  
 
Without waiting for a second bidding he did so, and reaching his two passengers, 
pulled up and informed them excitedly that he had been robbed. "Yes," answered 
the Attorney-General, "we saw it all." The bushranger, who still kept his gun 
levelled in their direction, then threatened that if they did not move on at once he 
would shoot them; they hurriedly climbed into their seats, the driver gathered up 
the reins, and pushed his well-rested steeds forward on the hilly road. 
 

 
 

L.H. Bayley, a passenger, was the New South Wales attorney-general 
 

At the time of the mail robbery there was a road-party working on the road, a few 
hundred yards distant, but they did not take any notice of what was going on; 
about a mile further on the road was a company of about a hundred Chinese 
would-be miners, travelling from Sydney to the Turon diggings.  
 

https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-qJT73JMFyLY/WdIJjYWiTDI/AAAAAAAAIZM/Os5Km493EZYkte3M1rO8KhQcVw8od2nCACLcBGAs/s1600/New+Picture+(60).bmp
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But William Day had done his work before they arrived on the scene; and it is 
unlikely that they would have interfered had they arrived in time, seeing that they 
were all "new chums", and altogether ignorant of English. The spoke Cantonese. 
 
The Chinese in those days were frequently to be met with travelling in large 
groups; they trotted along the road in single file, with huge mushroom hats, 
baggy trousers and sandals, balancing their basket-poles on their shoulders 
and chatting cheerfully to each other as they jogged. 
 
Passing this crowd of gold-hunters, the driver tooled his team to the toll-bar on 
the road, about 2km distant, where information of the robbery was given to the 
keeper, Mr. Shepherd.  Then the coach proceeded on its way to Hartley, where 
there was a police station. Several mounted troopers happened to be at Hartley 
at the time, and Andill conducted them to the spot where the robbery had taken 
place; but the bushranger Day had disappeared and left no tracks. 

 
As soon as he had seen the coach well on its way, Day lowered his gun, 
gathered up the mail-bags (it was a heavy load, but he was a remarkably strong 
man), and plunged into the bush, making for the retreat which he and Wilson 
had arranged upon. After leaving the road he was joined by a man called 
Wilson who used the alias Doyle. Wilson and the load were divided, the two 
men pushed on as fast as possible across a very deep gully, using a primitive 
sapling bridge to reach the opposite side, and destroying the bridge after 
crossing in order to throw their pursuers off the scent. They then penetrated a 
thick scrub and there cut open the bags and bundled the contents into a heap 
for sorting, subsequently selecting all the letters containing anything of value 
and putting them into one bag. 
 
William Day had been an old convict, sent to Van Diemen's Land from the old 
country under a heavy sentence. Having gained his liberty he made his way to 
New South Wales, and joined a motley crowd on the "rush" to the Turon 
goldfields. He settled at Sofala, where between blacksmithing and fossicking he 
managed to live in comparative comfort, it being generally understood in the 
locality that he had amassed quite a little fortune. 
 
But the Day’s old instinct was still apparently strong within him; he had, before 
the robbery, joined a man named Wilson, alias Doyle, with whom he shared an 
unenviable reputation on the diggings—it being currently believed that one or 
both of them had been concerned in the murder of Trooper Codrington on the 
Bathurst-Turon road some time before—and the pair set out on a journey 
across the mountains. This led to the mischief of a coach robbery. 
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Having thus lightened the load of the mail bags, Day & Wilson penetrated further 
into the mountains, tree-marking as they went for the purpose of making the road 
to the "plant" easier to find. Reaching a favourable spot, where the scrub was 
very dense, they proceeded to examine their booty further, and at once picked 
out all the red-taped registered letters and placed them apart.  
 
After they had "gone through" the bag, and counted the cheques, notes, 
watches, jewellery and other valuables, they supplied themselves with some 
silver and a number of the notes, replaced the rest in the bag, and "planted" it 
carefully in a large hollow log. The letters which had contained money they 
burned, together with the cheques and other papers which were not negotiable; 
and having also concealed their firearms and obliterated their tracks, crossed 
the bush for Bell's line of road, just a cattle track then, which they followed past 
Bowenfels to the Mudgee-road, intending to put up for the night at Walton's 
public house. 

 
Day had previously stayed at this house, and was on good terms with Walton; 
he was, therefore, somewhat disappointed on entering to find that Walton had 
sold out to a retired sergeant of police, named McGregor, who had been 
stationed at Hartley. When they entered the landlord and some of his customers 
were talking about the mail robbery, news of which had reached them during 
the day—for the place was only about 12 or 14 miles from Hartley, and the 
robbery had been committed at about 8 o'clock in the morning. Turning to Day, 
the landlord asked him if he had come up the road. "Yes", said Day. "Did you 
hear aught about the coach being stuck up?" added McGregor. "Yes," replied 
Day, "but a man was taken up at Hartley for speaking of it, and I don't wish to 
talk about it as I might be taken up myself." This set the landlord's wits to work; 
he soon became suspicious of his customers, and when he showed them to the 
bedroom which they were jointly to occupy, he quietly locked the door and sent 
his servant post haste to Hartley for the police. 

 
At an early hour next morning Chief-Constable Armstrong and Trooper Moran 
arrived at the house, and McGregor told them his suspicions. At once proceeding 
to the room they found Day and Wilson in the act of dressing, and straightway 
began to question them. A bundle of notes was found on Day, as well as a pistol 
capped and loaded, and a knife; between the bed and mattress there was a letter. 
Wilson had about seven pounds in money on him. They were at once arrested 
and taken to Hartley, and their boots, when compared with the tracks, were found 
to correspond exactly. 
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The letter which had been discovered in the bed was an ordinary business letter, 
preserved by Wilson from the heap that was burned. Day subsequently declared 
that Wilson had kept it for the purpose of betrayal after they had returned to the 
diggings, intending to place it in Day's hut and inform the police that he believed 
him to have committed the mail robbery, when they would of course search the 
place, find the letter, and arrest him; and when he was Out of the way Wilson 
would return to the mountains, "spring the plant", and disappear with the treasure. 
That Wilson (who had fallen out with Day on the very morning of the robbery, 
which accounted for his absence when the mailman was stopped) intended 
treachery was abundantly proved before many hours had elapsed. 
 
At Hartley the two men were locked up in the cells, and there kept until the 
arrival of Captain Battye, Superintendent of the Western Patrol, who was on his 
way to Hartley when he heard of the capture of the robbers. Battye, who was a 
skilled thief catcher, at once enquired if any of the stolen property had been 
discovered in the bush, and receiving an answer in the negative he determined 
to keep the prisoners in the locality while search was being made, knowing that 
it would be a difficult matter to gain a conviction unless some of the property 
that could be identified were produced. Having interviewed the prisoners he 
determined upon making an experiment with Wilson, who had given signs that 
he would not be averse to turning Queen's evidence, provided such turning 
would secure him immunity from punishment. He accordingly took Wilson out of 
the cell in the afternoon of the second day, and having supplied him with a 
horse started with him into the bush, ostensibly to search for the hidden 
treasure. But Wilson was not quite prepared for the "splitting" process, and night 
came on while they were still in the bush, having discovered nothing. 
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Captain Battye then told Wilson that he intended to camp out in the bush until 
the missing bags were found, and the man, who evidently had no desire to lie 
out in that inclement season of the year—he was lightly clad and the party had 
no blankets with them—at once raised an objection. "It can't be helped," replied 
the gallant captain, "here we are and here we'll stay until I find those bags; and I 
mean to chain you to a tree when we camp for the night." Then turning to one of 
the troopers who accompanied him he enquired if he had the chain ready. 
Agreeable to previous arrangement, the chain was produced, and Wilson came 
to the conclusion that the threat was not an empty one. The party continued 
their ride for a few miles further into the bush, and then the crestfallen prisoner 
gave in. He confessed to his complicity in the robbery, and revealed the position 

https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-I4rBg8it2uc/WdIJsKoCddI/AAAAAAAAIZQ/x3aAXzRHrDQGOYvmM_xikyrjAyrxV9pxwCLcBGAs/s1600/New+Picture+(61).bmp
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of the concealed booty, but explained that it would be impossible for them to 
reach the spot on horseback, or even to get near it. 
 
Rejoicing at the success of his ruse. Captain Battye then decided to return to 
Hartley for the night, intending to form a foot party to search the locality pointed 
out by Wilson. The start was made early next morning, the search party 
consisting of Captain Battye, the Police Magistrate (Mr. Thomas Brown), the 
Chief Constable (Armstrong), Sergeant Middleton, Trooper Bagnall, and the 
prisoner Wilson; three black trackers also being with them. The party rode as far 
as the top of Mount Victoria and then sent their horses back to Hartley, going 
into the bush on foot, with Wilson as their guide. 
 
The search occupied the whole day, the distance covered being over thirty 
miles, in the rough country around present-day Mount Victoria, where the Grose 
River has its headwaters; but nearly everything was recovered, and the party 
returned to Hartley after nightfall, almost worn out, but elated with their success. 
 

 
 

Hartley Court House and lock-up was built in 1830 
 

Two days afterwards Day was brought up before the Hartley Bench, and Wilson 
was the chief witness against him. The informer told the whole story, stating 
among other things that he and Day had lain in wait for the mail for eight 
consecutive days, and that on the day before the robbery they had arranged to 
"stick up" the gold escort as it passed the same spot, and in fact had the mail 
covered with their guns when they saw mounted troopers behind it, and fear 
prevented further action. Day declined to ask any questions, and was then fully 
committed to take his trial at the Assize Court at Bathurst to be held in the 
following month. 
 

Up to this time Wilson had not been formally proceeded against for his part in 
the robbery; but in order that he might be legally kept in custody until Day's trial, 
while yet not committed, he was from time to time brought before the bench of 
magistrates and remanded. He was remanded once too often. He was kept at 
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the lock-up, and allowed to take exercise in the yard. One day he took 
advantage of this, climbed the paling fence surrounding the lock-up, and 
disappeared. It was nearly dusk at the time, and, although mounted troopers 
were out very shortly after the alarm was raised, scouring town and country, 
search was fruitless, and Wilson was never recaptured. 
 

 
 

The original Bathurst Court House, Watch House and Gaol – an 1871 
Holtermann image. 
 
William Day was convicted and sentenced to seven years' hard labour, serving 
his sentence on Cockatoo Island. On the whole he was a ''good conduct" 
prisoner while there, and received such indulgences as his orderliness among a 
disorderly crew merited. But if he had not taken life before, he took a life on the 
island. He had been appointed overseer of one of the prison working gangs, 
and enjoyed immunity from slavish work. His previous knowledge of prison 
discipline stood him in good stead, and he was able to shape his conduct with a 
constant eye to indulgences; but on one occasion he took part in an affair which 
might have cost him his position, if not his life. A group of the convicts were 
spending a portion of their "airing" time in "yarns" about the native blacks and 
their weapons, their skill in throwing the spear being chiefly dwelt upon. Day 
was present and boastfully said he could throw a spear as well as any 
Aborigine, as he had learnt the art when at their camp in the bush.  
 
One of the convicts, James Heald, questioned his ability, when Day dared him 
to stand at a certain distance before him while he threw a long strip of Kauri 
pine, much like a spear, and about II feet in length and an inch in thickness. 
Heald did stand and Day threw the piece of wood, there being a space of about 
60 feet between the two men. The missile, propelled with great force and 
precision, struck Heald in the face just below the eye and inflicted a terrible 
wound. The convicts managed to hide the occurrence from the authorities until 
Heald's death made it impossible. An inquest was then held, but as it was 
sworn that all that Day did was done in "sport" and that Heald contributed to his 
own death by engaging in that "sport", very little was made of the matter. 
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Heald's removal from the prison yard and cells made one convict less—that 
was all. 
 

Before the full term of his sentence had expired Day was released, and shortly 
afterwards he returned to the old locality near Sofala and resumed his dual 
calling—that of blacksmith and digger—which he followed until old age and 
infirmity had robbed him of his vigour. For many years he lived in comparative 
solitude. He died in 1898, in Bathurst Hospital, having sought admission there 
when he realised that he was sick unto death. 
 

 
The Café Sofala at Sofala – site of William Day’s blacksmith shop 

 

The significance of this mail robbery was that it was the ‘model’ and harbinger 
for further attacks on mail coaches through the 1860’s and 1870’s. That era was 
a period of lawlessness and was the era of what became known as 
bushranging.  As the gold-fields started to give-out a whole new range of under-
employed delinquents were looking for a way of creating instant wealth. 
That era of lawlessness and bushranging only really ended when the railways 
spread out over the State and provided safe method of delivery of all the 
valuable things carried by registered mail. 
 

Robbing gold-escorts was a bit more difficult because you needed a gang to 
overpower the armed escort guards.  But at this, even Ben Hall and his gang 
became unstuck.  
 
Adapted from: -  

"OLD CONVICT TIMES 
to 

GOLD DIGGING DAYS" 
Complete History of Australian Life for 50 Years. 

BY A NOW LIVING EX-CONVICT, AGED 72. 

William Derricourt alias William Day. 

Published in the Evening News (Sydney, NSW ) in serial form 
commencing Saturday, 11 July, 1891 (this text). 

Also edited and published in book form under the title 
"Old Convict Days" by Louis Becke in 1899. 
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POST OFFICES OF THE ISIS SCRUB 
 

The Isis Scrub was an area of rainforest 60km north of Maryborough and 40km south 

of Bundaberg in Central Queensland. 
 

 
 

The former Shire of Isis 
 

The Scrub covered an area of 10 000 hectares of rich red volcanic basalt soil up to 

12m thick and considered one of the richest sugar-growing areas in Queensland.    It 

was serviced by a railway line to Childers opened in 1887 (and later to Dallarnil) 

which opened up The Scrub to logging and then to closer settlement. 

 

1. APPLE TREE CREEK QLD 4660 
 

Apple Tree Creek is a small community 5km west from Childers. It is on the Bruce 

Highway.    
 

A Town Reserve was gazetted on 15 February 1887. C.S.R.’s Isis sugar mill was 

1.5km to the east.  The nearest railway station was Huxley 1.3km to the east.   

Huxley had its own post office at the railway station.  
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The railway line from Childers to Cordalba was opened in 1896. Although bypassing 

Apple Tree Creek, the line indicated the development of the district's sugar economy, 

coming with the opening of the Isis central sugar mill just west of Apple Tree Creek. 

In addition to a few shops Apple Tree Creek had a Methodist church and a band 

rotunda (1911). Near the rotunda there is a World War I memorial (1921). Ambitions 

for Apple Tree Creek prompted a town lot subdivision in 1913, however, the project 

lay dormant until when demand recently caught up with supply. The school had 

closed in 1969, a decade or so before Apple Tree Creek experienced new beginnings 

when the population doubled to 1,000. 
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APPLE TREE CREEK QLD 4660 POST OFFICE 
 

 
 

The early Receiving Office Keepers were mostly teachers at the Apple Tree State 

School.   

 

The Apple Tree Creek Receiving Office opened in 1889 and closed in 1896. 

Halfway Receiving Office opened 1896 and closed 1897, Wegert's Mill Receiving 

Office opened 1897 and 1898. The Apple Tree Creek Receiving Office re-opened in 

1898 and was elevated to a Post Office about January 1909. The Apple Tree Creek 

Post Office closed on 25 July 1975 

 

 
 

The last site of the Apple Tree Creek Post Office in 1975 was at 29399 Bruce 

Highway 
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APPLE TREE CREEK QLD 4660 
 

 

 
 

 

 

C.H. WHITE COVER POSTED FROM APPLE TREE CREEK TOHORTON, 

QLD 
 

The C.H. White cover, above, was posted Mr White at “HORTON / VIA CHILDERS 

QLD 4660" on 24th July 1975. 
 

It shows two impressions of the Type 6s, 30½mm-diameter (arcs 5mm, 4½mm), 

"APPLE TREE CREEK / 24JY75 / QLD 4660" date-stamp, one of which cancels a 

10c Gemstones: Star Sapphire stamp of 16 October 1974.  The Apple Tree Post 

Office closed the next day.   
 

Dell & Price (2017) have recorded the use of the Type 6s date-stamp at Apple Tree 

Creek from -6 JY 70 to 30 SE74. They gave it a "2R" rarity rating.   This use is a last-

recorded date. 
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APPLETREE CREEK QLD 4660 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1964 WHITE COVER POSTED FROM APPLE TREECREEK TO CHILDERS  

 

The image of a White cover, above, shows an impression of the Type 5s, 30 mm-

diameter, “APPLETREE CREEK / -9NO64 / QLD-AUST” date-stamp cancelling a 

5d 1964 Christmas stamp of 31 October 1964.   The image is from Stampboards 

(with thanks).   
 

Dell & Price (2017) have recorded the use of this date-stamp from 18 April 1962 to 

20 June 1966. 
 

The 1969 list of Post and Telegraph Offices showed the spelling as “Appletree 

Creek”.  

 

 

 

 

[Other post offices to follow] 
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