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-  

NEWSLETTER OF THE 

ORANGE COIN & STAMP 

CLUB FOR 27th MAY 2025 
#271 

2025 is our 60th Year 

 

 
 

Club stalwarts Kevin Capnerhurst and Steve Kay at the front desk at our 2025 Orange Expo 

in March.   Everyone was wearing their newly-acquired Club shirts. 

 

Our web-site is https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/ 

 

 

https://orangecoinsands/
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THIS NEXT ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON 

THIS TUESDAY 27th MAY 2025 at 

7.30.   

 

Our current monthly meeting is at 

the Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30 

on this Tuesday 27th May 2025. 
 

The next night meeting after 

that is on Tuesday night, 

7.30pm 24th June 2025.  The 

heaters will go on at 4pm – its 

winter weather. 

 

Our next monthly coin & stamp 

mini-fair is in the Orange 

Cultural Centre is on  

Saturday 7th June 2025 from 9 to 

‘middayish’.    
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair are 

held in the Orange Cultural Centre 

building Sale St, Orange. It’s the 

building that used to be a school. It’s on 

the right hand side as you enter the 

Woolworths Car Park. The building is 

sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but 

entrance is from the mini-park on the 

Sale St frontage. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

OUR ORANGE 2025 COIN & STAMP 

EXPO DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP 

SUPPORTING THEM  

 

  Orange Stamps & Coins 
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 

Orange, 2800; Mobile 0427 107 

554 Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368, E-

mail: -

howard.lyons@bigpond.com  

Buying and Selling – Stamps, 

Coins, Banknotes, Accessories, 

etc.  
 

 Phil & Win Morehouse, 

Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: 

(02)9707 4087, New e-mail is: - 

phillipmorehouse401@gmail.com

World-wide stamps bought and 

sold  
 

 Top End Coins:   Les 

Robinson, P.O. Box 381, Nelson 

Bay. 2315  Phone: 0455 660 

email:  topendcoins@gmail.com 
 

 Peter Neville Stamps.  Orange. 

Phone 0400754209   

peternevillestamps@gmail.com  

or 

www.ebay.com/str/stampsorange

ns 
 

We also note that the long-standing dealer at our 
shows, Tony Byrne, has had a stroke.  He had 
previously said he was retiring. From attending 
shows. Tony had to pull out of the Wagga Show a 
held few weeks ago.  
 
Howard Lyons had a fall at Wagga and was in A & 
E all Saturday.  He thanked Rob Willis for taking 
over his tables.  Howard was okay for the Sunday.  
 
Your editor, Derek Dolstra, has been recovering 
from pneumonia and a minor heart attack.   After 
missing 2 meetings he hopes to be at Tuesday 
night’s meeting.  
 

mailto:topendcoins@gmail.com
mailto:peternevillestamps@gmail.com
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DATES FOR 2025 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 27th May 2025 

night meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange 

Cultural Centre.  

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair at the 

Orange Cultural Centre Saturday 7th June 

2025, 9 to 12ish.  

 

Campbelltown & District Philatelic Society 
meeting 11th June 2025, 7pm at St Thomas 

More Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse 

2560.   Germany by David Payne.  
 

Rockhampton Stamp Clubs’ Fair, 1-4, 

Saturday 21st June 2025 at Fred Fox Hall, 

Gladstone Road, Rockhampton Qld 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 24th June 2025 

night meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange 

Cultural Centre.  

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair at the 

Orange Cultural Centre Saturday 5th July 

2025, 9 to 12ish.  

 

Campbelltown & District Philatelic Society 
meeting 9th July 2025, 7pm at St Thomas 

More Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse 

2560.   Annual General Meeting.  

 

Northern Suburbs Club’s Winters Day 

with Stamps, Sat. 19th July 2025. 10-4 at St 

Leonards Catholic Church Hall. Auction 

begins at 2. 

 

Campbelltown & District Philatelic Society 
meeting 13th August 2025, 7pm at St Thomas 

More Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse 

2560.   State colonial stamps by Chantal Paris 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 26th August 

2025 night meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange 

Cultural Centre 

 

 

 

Bendigo Philatelic Society’s Stamp Fair, 

30th August 2025, 9.30 to 2.30. St Andrew 

Uniting Church, 24 Myers St Bendigo, 

Victoria 

 

Campbelltown & District Philatelic Society 
meeting 10th September 2025, 7pm at St 

Thomas More Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., 

Ruse 2560.   Airmail Cinderellas by Ian 

Dolstra 
 

Hobart National 1-frame Exhibition and 

Stamp Show, at Hobart Town Hall 30th 

October to Sunday 2nd November. Entries 

close 4th August.  
 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Club’s Stamp and 

Coin Fair, 22nd and 23rd November 2025, 

starts at 9am,  Sturt Public School, White 

Avenue, Kooringal [a Wagga suburb] 2650 

 
 

PHILAS NSW Incorporated 

  

Notice of Special General 
Meeting 

  
There will be a Special General Meeting of 

PHILAS Associated Club Delegates at 11:00am 

on Saturday 26th July 2025 at 20 Egerton Street, 

Silverwater NSW 2128. 

  
The Agenda for the Special General 
Meeting is as follows: 
  

 To approve the PHILAS Library 

Incorporated and PHILAS NSW 

Incorporated audited accounts for the 

2023-2024 Tax year. 

  

 To receive an update on the progress of 

the application with ASIC for 

Commonwealth Incorporation of PHILAS 

NSW Inc. 

  

 To respond to issues raised in a request 

for a Special General Meeting received 

from the Illawarra Philatelic Society, the 

Philatelic Society of NSW and the 

Newcastle Philatelic Society. 
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 It will assist with catering and seating 

arrangements if you can advise your 

attendance during the week before the 

meeting – thank you. 

 

Mike McHugh 
Secretary – on behalf of the PHILAS NSW 
Incorporated Executive Council.  

 

AND FROM PHILAS ON 21st 

MAY 2024:-  
 

Be Part of Something Bigger - Help Us 
Prepare the Next Auction 

We’re getting ready for the next 

PHILAS Auction - and we need your help to 

keep everything on track. 

With over 2,200 lots in this auction, there’s 

plenty to do, and something for everyone. 

Whether you’re handy with a computer or 

prefer hands-on work, we’d love your 

support. 

But this is about more than just one auction. 

 

Why We Do This 
The PHILAS Auction is a cornerstone of our 

efforts to support philately in NSW - helping 

clubs, collectors and future generations stay 

involved. By volunteering your time, you’re 

not just helping with folders and spreadsheets 

- you’re helping keep the hobby alive. 

 

What Needs Doing 
Manual work: 

Organising and setting up the Auction lots for easy 

viewing 

Adding lot numbers to auction folders, albums and 

boxes 

Computer work: (No experience needed - training 

provided!)  
Entering lot numbers into a spreadsheet 

Scanning images 

Renaming image files 

 
Our previous IT manager, Ted, is back lending a hand 

on Tuesdays and some Saturdays. It’s great to have 

experienced volunteers returning, but we still need 

more help to stay on track. 

 

When and Where 
Philas House, 20 Egerton Street, Silverwater 

Tuesdays and Saturdays, 9am - 4pm 

Come for an hour or stay the day - lunch is 

provided 

 

Can You Help? 
Please email us at auction@philas.org.au Or SMS 

Michael on 0466 228 182 

You’ll be helping to make the auction a success - and 

you’ll get to see some fantastic material up close, often 

in areas you collect. 

 

Viewing Times - But We Need 

Volunteers to Make It Happen 

We want to open our doors for in-person viewing of 

the auction lots at Philas - but this depends on having 

enough volunteers to run things safely and smoothly. 

  

Here’s when we’re planning to offer viewing, if we can 

get the help we need: 

Saturday 26 July – 10am - 3pm 

Tuesday 29 July – 10am - 3pm 

Saturday 2 August – 10am - 3pm 

Tuesday 5 August – 10am - 3pm 

Thursday 7 August – 3pm - 8pm 

Friday 8 August – 10am - 8pm 

Saturday 9 August (Auction Day) - from 8am 

  
We’ll need at least 10 people on the day to manage 
things properly. 
 

 

A Winter's Day with 

Stamps 

Date: Saturday, 19th July 2025 
Time: 10 am to 4 pm 
Location: St Leonards Catholic Church Hall 
Activities:  
Club tables: Sydney Anglican Stamp Society, 
Northern Suburbs Philatelic Society, Smithfield 
Stamp Club, Parramatta Philatelic Society, 
Sutherland Shire Philatelic Society, Eastwood 
Epping Philatelic Society, Cinderella Stamp Club of 
Australasia, and the New South Wales Postcard 
Collectors Society. 
Dealers: Phil & Win Morehouse, Bexley Stamp & 
Coin Accessories 
Stamp Auction: Begins at 2 pm with Lots starting 
at a minimum of $5 - 20 lots per vendor - includes 
estate material - Cash only payment. 
Hourly Lucky door prizes 

 

 

 

mailto:auction@philas.org.au
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TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO 

CASH! GET SOME PAGES 

READY FOR THE CLUB’S 

EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin needs coin and stamp pages for the 

next stamp circuit book and the next 

coin/note circuit books    

Colin can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 

63690634 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND 

CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB 

Items for this newsletter are always 

required. You do not have to be a member 

of the Orange Club.  They need to be 

posted to the Editor, Derek Dolstra, who 

is also the secretary at the Club’s postal 

address: -PO Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 

or better still e-mailed in Word format 

(pictures as jpg files) to: - 

ddolstra@bigpond.net.au   or Phone 02 63 

614 872.    

 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 
2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 
remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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EARLY HORSE MAILS FROM BRISBANE 
SOUTH TO THE DARLING DOWNS AND THE 
NEW ENGLAND 
 
The Brisbane non-military post office was established on 13th August 1842. George Slade 

was made the first civilian postmaster.   He relied on mails being despatched from Sydney in 

small sailing vessels as opportunity offered.  The Proclamation which had established 

Moreton Bay as a penal settlement had been rescinded on 11th February 1842. 
 

The first squatter on the Darling Downs was Patrick Leslie in 1839.  His brother, Walter 

Leslie, followed overland from the south with 5,600 sheep, 10 saddle horses, 2 bullock teams 

and drays and twenty-two ticket of leave convicts. 
 

After the Leslie’s arrived on the Darling Downs came Sibley and King on Clifton.  Hodgson 

and Elliot on Eaton Vale, Hughes and Isaacs on Eaton vale, John Campbell on Westbrook, 

Scougall on Jimbour and Dennis on Jondaryan. 
 

This was the start of a massive exodus of sheep men and other farmers to the north.  They had 

decided to move because of the increasing infertile soils of the Sydney Basin.  After a few 

decades of framing the organic matter was lost and the soils became impoverished. .  

Additionally the beds of rivers, like the St Albans and the Macdonald, north of Windsor, 

choked up with sand. The Sydney Basin soils were nowhere as suitable for sheep as the rich 

basalt soils of the New England and the Darling Downs. 
 

The first supplies for the new Darling Downs squatters from Brisbane came in October 1840 

through Cunningham’s Gap.  
 

In the 1846 census the population of Moreton Bay, including the Darling Downs was given as 

2,258. 
 

A post office opened at Ipswich (once called Limestone) on the 2nd January 1846. It was the 

head of navigation on the Brisbane River. The first steamer, the Experiment, began operation 

between Brisbane and Ipswich on 29th June 1846.  The first mails, however, didn’t travel 

between Brisbane and Ipswich by steamer until 2nd June 1848.  
 

A post office was also established at The Swamp, officially named Darling Downs, on 1st 

January 1846. After 1848 it was called Drayton. The town of Drayton was surveyed and laid 

out in 1849.  A Toowoomba post office didn’t open until 1st January 1848.  
 

In 1847 the rudiments of a road was established between Brisbane and Drayton on the 

Darling Downs through Cunningham’s Gap.  
  
A weekly horse mail service was established between Ipswich and Darling Downs.   In 1847 

it was extended from Darling Downs (Drayton) to Warwick and on to Armidale.     
 

The Warwick post office opened on 1st January 1848.  Mr Brown, the local clerk of petty 

sessions was appointed postmaster.    
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Armidale Post Office had opened previously on 1st March 1843.   At Armidale the horse 

mails from Ipswich connected to series of horse mails going south to the Hunter River port at 

Morpeth.  The Hunter River Steam Navigation Company had been formed in 1840. The 

Hunter River Steam Navigation Company became the Australasian Steam Navigation 

Company in 1851 and held a monopoly of the Hunter River business.  There was no effective 

overland mail service between Morpeth, Newcastle and Sydney until the 1880’s.  It all went 

by ship.  

 

 
 

Paddle-steamer Hunter built by the Hunter River S.N. Co. in 1854 

 

In January 1849 a post office also opened at Tenterfield. It was established in the Tenterfield 

sheep station store, a convict-built building, 3km from the current post office site. It was 

included in the once-a-week horse-mail route that ran south from Warwick to Armidale.  

In January 1850 the contract was awarded to John Gill to run a weekly mail to Armidale, 

Tenterfield, Warwick and Drayton on horseback for £396 per annum. This also included a 

weekly run between Drayton and Gayndah. [Govt Gazette 22 Jan 1850] 

Also awarded a mail contract in January 1850 was John Gill for carrying mails between 

Murrurundi, Tamworth & Armidale on horseback once a week for £216.   
 

Mr John Gill, of ‘Moonby’, near Tamworth, appears years later in 1861, with a mail by 

horseback contract, once a week, between Tamworth and Warialda.   He later conducted this 

mail run from Tamworth to Warialda using a coach. 
 

In the award of mail contracts in January 1850, Owen McGrath won the contract for mail 

from Brisbane & Ipswich to Drayton on horseback one a week for £150. 
 

John Aspinall obtained the horse-mail contracts between Ipswich, Warwick Tenterfield and 

Armidale in 1858.    In that year John and Mary Aspinall went to live at Maryland, where the 

built a house to serve as a mail station.  It was on the old, now abandoned road from Warwick 

to what was to be Stanthorpe.  Stanthorpe was then known as Quart Pot Creek. They lived 

there for 12 years.   Then they bought the Golden Fleece Hotel and operated it for two years 

until Cobb and Co coaches took over the mail contracts.  
 

A post office opened at Maryland on 1st July 1859.   Maryland was a ‘new’ town on the old 

Maryland station. For a while it became an important border customs post and transport hub 

created by the separation of Queensland from New South Wales. It is just 2km inside of New 

South Wales. 
 

The Queensland Government Gazette of 10th December 1859 contained a Proclamation 

erecting Moreton Bay into the new colony of Queensland.  The postal expenditure had begun 

on 1st December from which time the revenue was collected by Queensland 
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The new Queensland governor’s letter of 17th December 1859 noted that it was presently 

unnecessary to create here the office of Postmaster-General”   The business would be 

managed by the new colonial secretary.  
 

He also agreed that all of the of the New South Wales mail contracts for 1859 would remain, 

but the expense should be defrayed by that government. The amount chargeable for 

December 1859 would be added to Queensland’s debt.  

At the time of partition there were 15 post offices in Queensland.   By 1860 there were 21 

Queensland mail routes covering 3077km (141km by coach from Brisbane to Drayton and 

2,126km by horse).   
 

The old main road to the Darling Downs ran south of Warwick and crossed the Queensland 

border to Maryland near the site of the future Stanthorpe.  It passed through Wilson’s 

Downfall and Boonoo Boonoo, both in New South Wales, before continuing to Tenterfield.   

The current New England Highway, running south from Stanthorpe to Wallangarra and 

Tenterfield, was still 30 years in the future. 
 

A new coach service between Brisbane and Ipswich had started on12th February 1860, before 

being extended to Drayton later in the year. 
 

In 1862 Charles Tuckwood landed a new N.S.W. Post Office horse-mail contract, running 

twice week and starting from Maryland and ending up in Armidale. It called at and 

exchanged horses at the then ‘down-at-heel’ hotel and post office at Boonoo Boonoo, It also 

called at Undercliff, Tenterfield Deepwater and Glen Innes on the way to Armidale. 
 

1862 saw John Aspinall get the Queensland Post Office horse-mail contract from Toowoomba 

and Warwick to Maryland.  John Aspinall also won the 1865 Queensland contract for a once a 

week, for one or two years, horse-mail from Toowoomba and Warwick to Maryland.    
 

In 1863 residents of Maryland complained. “There is only one mail a week from Queensland 

to the borders of new south wales. And if the postman were to start out from Warwick on 

Tuesday mornings instead of Saturday we would have the benefit of Queensland news four 

days earlier than under the present arrangement, while the mails that reach Maryland twice a 

week from Tenterfield …could be conveyed to Warwick without any loss of time. It seems 

altogether a mis-arrangement that more than a week should elapse in the receipt of news from 

Warwick to Tenterfield. A distance of only 80 miles.” 
 

In 1865 Maryland residents kept complaining. “What we want is….a mail service twice a 

week from Toowoomba to Maryland…. We call on the postmaster general’s attention.to the 

necessity of at once amending the present unsatisfactory postal arrangements, that it required 

18 days to obtain an answer from Tenterfield …the present contractor would be willing to 

convey the mail twice a week between these places for £125 annually, over that for 

conveying  a weekly mail”. 
 

1867 saw the introduction of Cobb and Co.’s horse-drawn coaches.  The won a one year mail 

contract for a 5-horse coach between Brisbane and Ipswich, twice a day for £691.  They 

additionally won the mail contract from Toowoomba to Warwick by coach, 3 times a week, 

for £683 per annum.  

 

The ‘gap’ between Ipswich and Toowoomba was filled by the opening Queensland Railways 

main line up the range (between Ipswich and Toowoomba). This was opened in sections 

between 1865 and 1867.  Initially this line had only run from Ipswich to Grandchester.   
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By 1867 Cobb and Co.’s coaches were infiltrating Queensland. They had mail contracts running 

from Brisbane to Ipswich, Toowoomba, Warwick, Dalby, Condamine, Roma and Gympie. 
 

 
 

The Cobb and Co. coaches were initially made at their Bathurst NSW workshop (above).   .  

Under James Rutherford’s leadership the firm became vertically integrated, building factories to 

build their custom ‘Australian’ coaches utilising Australian timbers (blue gum and ironbark) and 

adapted for the harsh terrain. The parts for the wheels, though were all imported from America 
 

There was a big change in 1870 when a coach contract was called by the Queensland Post 

Office transport of mails between Warwick and Maryland and on to Tenterfield.  It   was won 

by Cobb and Co, who offered a twice-a-week service.    Cobb and Co won it again in 1871, 

1872.   In 1872 and in 1873 they won a new N.S.W. Post Office mail contract from Maryland 

to Armidale and on to Murrurundi.  
 

The N.S.W. Government railway’s Northern Line was extended from Newcastle to Murrurundi 

on 4th April 1872.  Murrurundi then became the southern terminus of Cobb and Co.’s northern 

operations.  
 

In 1871 the Queensland Railways had reached Warwick from Toowoomba. Cobb and Cos 

coaches ceased running between those two towns. 
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Murrurundi Railway Station 1872 

 

Things changed dramatically in February 1872 with the discovery of alluvial tin at Quart Pot 

Creek on the Maryland run.  The new ‘boom town’ of Stanthorpe developed overnight out of 

what was once a paddock. Hundreds of miners inundated the tin-field. Cobb and Co were 

suddenly running over-full coaches there.  

 

 
 

Maryland Street Stanthorpe in 1872 
 

James Fox won the 1867 mail contract from Warwick to Maryland, by horse.  To everyone’s 

delight it was twice a week. It actually ‘connected’ with the new Cobb and Co. coaches from 

Toowoomba.  
 

Cobb and Co. also won the 1868 mail contract from Toowoomba to Warwick.  In 1869 John 

Aspinall also won the 1868 horse-mail connecting contract from Warwick to Maryland,    

In1868 A Mr M. Curry won the twice- a- week New South Wales Post Office horseback mail 

contract from Maryland down to Armidale.   He won a reduced contract in 1870, twice-a-

week week on horseback, but only from Maryland to Tenterfield. 
 

The Stanthorpe post office opened on 11th April 1872.   .”It was a miserable shed next to a 

store…but was quite in proportion to the miserable salary of the postmaster, only £12 a year. 

This is simply disgraceful to a government of which must be aware that a large amount of 

correspondence passes through the Stanthorpe office…another instance of blundering, that 

the mail from Warwick arrives at noon and the coach returns a 1 o’clock, passing by the post 

office without calling for mail.  There is no earthly reason why the coach should be delayed 

till half-past one, and an hour left for business men to receive and reply their letters. 
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1960’s map the Granite Belt 

 

Charles Tuckwood took over the 1873 Queensland mail contract from Warwick to Tenterfield 

(now via Stanthorpe) from Cobb and Co with a small coach.    That contract, though, was 

short-lived and was back in Cobb and Co.’s hands in 1874. 
 

The 1874 Cobb and co contract from Maryland to Tenterfield, Armidale and Murrurundi 

stipulated a 2/4 horse-drawn coach.  The contract price was for £1,333 for a service three 

days a week.  
 

 In 1877 to 1879 Cobb and co had the N.S.W. contract from Armidale to Glen Innes, Dundee, 

Deepwater, Tenterfield and Maryland, 192km, 3 times a week, with a 2 or 4 horse coach for 

£1,700 per annum.  
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Cobb and Co.’s 1877 coaches had Queensland contracts that ran from Warwick to Tenterfield 

on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays at 5.30am; from Tenterfield to Maryland on 

Sundays; and to Warwick from Maryland on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5am.  They ran from 

Warwick to Stanthorpe daily (except Sunday) at 12 noon. The also ran from Stanthorpe to 

Wilsons Downfall in N.S.W. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays at 12 noon,  returning 

on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays at 10am.  
 

A commentator in 1879 noted that they seemed to have a practical monopoly.  Two-fifths of 

the inland mail conveyance monies of £50,000 for 1878 went to Cobb & Co. 

In 1881 the Cobb and Co coach contract south from Warwick to Stanthorpe ceased as the 

railway had opened between these two towns.  

 

 
 

The completion of the railway to Stanthorpe and the diversion of most of the southbound 

road traffic by way of Dalveen signalled the end of Maryland as a transport hub.  

The town of Maryland declined. An 1887 report described: - “left in the shade. Maryland is a 

township 1 mile from the Queensland border about 14 years ago it was a lively little place, 

having two hotels, a blacksmith and butcher’s shops, etc., but the discovery of the tin mines at 

Stanthorpe led to the advancement of that town, and Maryland was soon left in the shade, 

and about the time of making this trip, it can only boast one hotel and two dwelling houses, 

State school and a church.”  

 

 
 

Stanthorpe in 1872 
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The old coach road was becoming overgrown and was unusable. 
 

The Maryland Post Office finally closed on 30th April 1942.   Nothing now marks the former 

village of Maryland.  It returned to paddocks of rural land:-  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Cadastral map of the Village of Maryland 

In 1883 the journey from Stanthorpe to Tenterfield was described on one of Mr Fox’s coach – a  

2-horse buggy that travelled via Wilsons Downfall (15 miles) for a change of horses 15m and 

another 15 miles to at Boonoo Boonoo.   About a third of the way was on a macadamised road. 

Mr Fox’s service ran 3 times a week  
 

The New South Wales railway was extended to Tenterfield from Murrurundi, Tamworth, and 

Glen Innes in 1884 and to Armidale on 1st September 1886.   The Armidale opening by the NSW 

Governor was on 19th October.   
 

An interim mail contract was given to Cobb & Co. in 1886 for a coach 6 times a week between 

Stanthorpe, Kyoomba, Maryland, Wilsons Downfall and Tenterfield on the basis that it would 

expire when the Queensland and New South Wales railways connected at Wallangarra.  
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Mail coach at Wallangarra en-route to Tenterfield outside the Royal Hotel 1887 in the final year 

of  Cobb & Co.s coaching  in the region. 
 

 
 

Wallangarra Rly Stn. With a NSW Train to Sydney on the left & Qld train from Brisbane on the 

right.  

 
The Queensland rail line extension to Wallangarra Railway Station from Stanthorpe, (built 

right on the State border,) opened on 14th February 1887.   The New South Wales railway as 

extended from Tenterfield to Wallangarra on 16th January 1888.  The coach was no longer 

needed as you could travel all the way from Sydney to Brisbane by train, in a day and a night. 
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When the railway got to Wallangarra (NSW called the town on their side of the border Jennings) 

there were only a few coach routes remaining. One was to Liston & Maryland. Another one was 

the daily coach from Tenterfield to Casino and Lismore, which took mail to the Northern Rivers 

off the Brisbane Express, and the coaches from Armidale, Guyra and Glen Innes to Grafton, 

which did the same.   
 
Much of the information in this article came from Trove, Qld and N.S.W. Government 
Gazettes and Hazel Johnson’s self-published book: - Along the Tracks of Cobb and 
Co. -  The Great Northern Road: Book 1 Tenterfield to Warwick, 2nd edition 2024, 152pp 
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A DE LA RUE RED LETTER CALENDAR OF 1860 
 

Tony Read showed a smallish, De La Rue Red Letter, 18-page calendar for 1860 to our April 

2025 meeting.  

 

Actual size 

He was amused at some of the odd thing noted in the calendar. It noted, for instance the 

“pheasant shooting” ends on 1st February, and that “hare hunting ends” on 27th February: -  

 

In 1815 Thomas de la Rue had moved to Devon from Guernsey and then decided to start 

business in London 

Tony Read added that Thomas De La Rue, had introduced letter-press printing into playing 

card production and his patent was granted in 1831. He produced his first playing cards in 

1832. From the playing cards he made a fortune.    
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Se La Rue’s letterpress playing cards of 1832. The court figures are full-length but with 
several non-standard idiosyncrasies such as the king of hearts turned facing towards the 
right and the queen of diamonds holding a sceptre and a fan. All the suit symbols have a 
white overlay border in this version. The 'Old Frizzle' Ace of Spades carries the duty of one 
shilling at the top and has the text "By His Majesty's Royal Letters Patent" printed at the 
bottom which had been granted to Thomas de la Rue by King William IV for 'certain 
improvements in making or manufacturing and ornamenting playing cards.' This Ace, with 
the extra legend, was registered in August 1832, whereas before the patent was granted a 
normal 'Old Frizzle' Ace was used. The Aces of Spades were printed in the Stamp Office at 
Somerset House and an account of the numbers of Aces was kept there by the authorities. 

In 1833 the business moved to 110 Bunhill Row where it was to be the headquarters of the 

Company for over a century. The buildings was destroyed in the London blitz in 1940. 

Young Warren had joined the business as had a wealthy chemist, Charles Button, who 

invested sufficiently in the business to give it a sound financial base. Thomas, Warren and 

Charles became the new partnership. At about the same time, Warren became friendly with 

Edwin Hill who had a brother in the Civil Service, Rowland, whose interest was Post Office 

reform. From this friendship, Warren entered the production of envelopes and by the mid-

1840s the business had become the largest envelope producer in the world, as well as 

producing over 100,000 packs of playing cards annually. 

 

The 1851 Crystal Palace Exhibition gave De La Rue the opportunity to show their expertise 

in envelope production and printing; this was followed by the 1853 New York Exhibition and 

the 1855 Paris Exhibition, after which Thomas was made a Chevalier d'Honneur.  

 

About the same time, Thomas's younger son William Frederick, joined the business and 

developed the typography printing process. It was shortly after this, in 1853, that De La Rue 

entered the field of printing stamps with a contract to print Revenue stamps for the Inland 

Revenue. This was followed in 1855 with a contract to print the 4d carmine U.K. postage 

stamp.  This was the first surface printed postage stamp in the world.   
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It was followed by the 6d and 1shilling values. Success followed success and in 1879 De La Rue was 

awarded the contract to print the lower valued postage stamps, until that time printed by Perkins Bacon.  

Thus De La Rue achieved a monopoly of postage stamp production for the U.K.’s Inland Revenue which 

lasted until the death of King Edward VlI in 1910. Security printing for overseas governments, notably 

Italy, Portugal, Uruguay & Ecuador also expanded, but the firm's greatest achievement was the monopoly 

of orders from India and Ceylon, for over 70 years. De La Rue's work with the Crown Agents began in 

1857 with the typographed halfpenny stamps for Ceylon.   This side of the business was run by William 

De La Rue and during this period the Crown Agents were in conflict with Perkins Bacon over printing 

standards. This dispute resulted in Perkins Bacon plates being passed to De La Rue from 1862 as further 

printings of Colonial stamps were required. 

AS the business grew, the De la Rue printing business was also associated with the production of a 

range of early Australian States postage stamps 

Here are three examples:-  

TASMANIA 

 
In 1869 Tasmania, determined to impose uniformity in its postage stamp production and 

eliminate the vestiges of convictism, sought to replace the Van Diemen’s Land issues with new 

Tasmanian stamps. Adhesives in the values of 1d, 2d, 4d and 10d were ordered from De La Rue 

of London. The stamps, called ‘sidefaces’ by collectors, were based on similar designs produced 

for the colony of Nova Scotia. The stamps arrived in Tasmania and were issued on 1 November 

1870. 
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A new series of Tasmania stamps– comprising ½d, 2½d, 5d, 6d, 1/-, 2/6d, and 10/- – were 

ordered from De La Rue in London and placed on sale in 1892. Shortly after 10d (1899), 5/- 

and £1 (1897) values were also ordered. These stamps became known as “keyplates” or 

“tablets” due to the method of production. Each printing plate (from the 5d value upwards) 

was made in two sections – the master design and the value tablet – which enabled the stamps 

to be printed in two colours.    
 

This “keyplate” design was used for a whole range of former British Empire stamps. 

 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

[The following text & image is from stampfinders – with thanks) 

‘The De La Rue postage stamps of New South Wales were the fourth series issued in the 

colony, following the Sydney Views, Laureates and Diadems. They were the first surface 

printed stamps produced for New South Wales. The London printings of the 1d and 2d values 

were the only stamps produced outside of the colony during the nineteenth century.’ 

 

‘The most in demand denomination in New South Wales was the 2d value. The second plate 

of the 2d Diadem was damaged very early in its life, and perhaps concerned that the repaired 

first plate of the 2d Diadem may suffer a similar occurrence, the Government made a pre-

emptive move to acquire a new 2d plate in February 1861.’ 

 

‘At this time, the printing of all postage stamps of Great Britain over the 2d denomination 

was carried out by De La Rue & Co., and it was to this firm that N. L. Merry & Co., the New 

South Wales Agent in London for the Government, passed on the request.’ 

 

‘Over the following fifteen years, De La Rue & Co. produced dies and plates for a further 

five values, as well as supplying paper for the production of the stamps by the Government 

printer in Sydney.’ 

 

‘The designs produced by De La Rue were also used for various postal stationery items.’ 
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DE LA RUE MOVES ON 
In 1896, Thomas Andros De La Rue found himself in sole command and changed the partnership 

into a limited company with himself as chairman. He brought in his three sons, Evelyn, Stuart 

and Ivor, but kept overall control himself. In 1901, King Edward VII approved De La Rue 

designs for Great Britain, India and most Colonies. De La Rue was on top of the world! In reality 

things were different. Thomas Andros had forgotten the controversy that surrounded the De La 

Rue stamp printing monopoly of the 1880’s, and when King George V came to the throne, it was 

proposed that the contract should be split with Harrisons. Thomas Andros was so incensed that he 

put an ultimatum to the Secretary of State to the effect that De La Rue had all or nothing - the 

latter won!   Thomas De La Rue was so devastated that he never lived to see a Harrison postage 

stamp as he died a few months later. De La Rue quickly declined after the death of Thomas 

Andros. The three inheriting brothers were often in dispute and, at the outbreak of World War I, 

Evelyn and Ivor joined the army leaving Stuart in charge. The firm went from bad to worse under 

Stuart, Evelyn and Ivor did not return to the firm, and in 1921 Stuart told the family that the firm 

was almost bankrupt. Management changes were quickly implemented and outsiders were 

employed. Bernard Westall joined the company and was eventually appointed Managing 

Director. De La Rue, whilst retaining their interest in stamp printing, expanded into security and 

banknote printing and, in 1933, the company made a profit for the first time in twenty years. 

 

In 1941 Westall made a short speech following the destruction of their factory at Bunhill Row by 

German bombs: "Today we have seen the burning of our factories. They have been destroyed, not 

De La Rue. New factories will one day be built. Today is the beginning of a new, and, let us 

hope, a better De La Rue". How right he was! 

De La Rue is currently a security printing business.    It is a security printing business. It 

provides “secure digital and physical protections for goods, trade, and identities in 140 

countries”    Its customers are governments, central banks, and businesses. Its authentication 

division provides government revenue technology, brand protection, and ID security, such as 

polycarbonate data pages for passports. Its currency division designs and produces banknotes, 

secure polymer substrate and banknote security features. This includes security 

holograms, security threads and security printed products for central banks and currency 

issuing authorities. It is listed on the London Stock Exchange. It is the world's largest 

commercial printer of banknotes.  

 

In April 2025, the company agreed a £263 million takeover by Atlas Holdings, which is 

subject to shareholder and regulatory approval and set to be completed in the third quarter of 

2025. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Excise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brand_protection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banknotes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polymer_substrate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Security_hologram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Security_hologram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Security_thread
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Security_printing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_banks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Stock_Exchange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlas_Holdings
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A POSTCARD FROM COX’S RIVER, New South Wales 

 

 

The pictorial, coloured, typographed postcard, shown above, of the Magnificent Bird of 

Paradise was posted at Cox’s River to a Mrs Luther at Edith, just east of Oberon. “716”  

It shows a 1d rose-carmine New South Wales Shield (Crown over ‘A’ watermark, perf 12 x 

11½) stamp of 1905 cancelled by a very poor impression of the Type 3R12, “716” rays 

obliterator of Cox’s River.   Freeman (2012) gave it a RRRR rarity rating. 
 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 27TH MAY  2025 

22 | P a g e  
 

The address side also shows an impression of the Type 1A “ = COX’S RIVER = / JY 22 / 

1909 / N.S.W” date-stamp. The ‘JY’ has been added in pen, as has the last ‘9 in 1909.  This 

date-stamp was introduced when the post office opened in January 1874.    Hopson and Tobin 

(1991) recorded use from 1882 to 1914.  

 

The picture side shows an impression of the Type 2v, “OBERON / 24.JY.1909 / [N.W.W’]” 

transit date-stamp.  

 

The card would have travelled to Sydney via Picton, before being carried by T.P.O. West to 

Mount Victoria late on 23rd July 1909, before being carried to Oberon by motor vehicle on 

24th July.  
 

COX’S RIVER 
 

 
 

Painting by Leon Hansen (1918-2011) of Cox’s River in the 1930’s 

 

Cox’s River was a former locality on the Cox’s River in the isolated Burragorang Valley west 

of Camden and Picton.   In the 1930’s these valleys became popular as a tourist destination.    

The whole valley was inundated under Lake Burragorang created by the construction of the 

Warragamba Dam    The Dam was created between 1948 and 1960 flooded the Burragorang 

and Cox’s River valleys.   170 residents had to be relocated.  

 

The Cox's River Post Office opened on 1st January 1874.   Robert O’Rielly, who had taken up 

land there in 1870, was the first postmaster  

A Telephone Service was established at the post office on 11th June 1923.  The post office 

destroyed by fire 20 Feb 1926.   A manual telephone exchange was installed on 30th December 

1936.   

 

The Cox’s River Post Office closed on 31st December 1954. 

   

The last post office in the valley at Burragorang (at Lower Burragorang) was able to service 

Cox’s River residents for the next 6 months until it too closed 31 May 1955. 

 

A mail bag was delivered to Cox’s River (and Burragorang) three days a week. It was 

despatched from Sydney on the morning Goulburn train to Picton. It was then delivered into 

the Burragorang and the Cox’s River Valleys, initially on horseback, but later by motor 

vehicle from Picton.  Outward mail returned the same day and was despatched from Picton 

on the night South Mail trains to Sydney.  
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The Cox’s River Post Office was where on this pre-War map says “COX’S”.   Lower 

Burragorang had a post office too, but it was called just Burragorang.  

 

Robert O’Rielly, the first postmaster, and his sons, were involved in establishing 

Queensland’s famous O’Rielly’s Guest House on the Gold Coast hinterland in 1926.  Robert 

made the move there after the bushfire that caused the post office to burn down.   Previously 

in 1911 eight of his children had moved from Cox’s River to select 100 acres of land on 

southeast Queensland’s Lamington Plateau to create a dairy farm.  
 

In 1915 the Lamington National Park was proclaimed preventing further development.  The 

farm as a virtual island in the rainforest. The O’Rielly’s built a track running down the 

mountain, which enticed sightseers.  
 

They were involved in rescuing the survivors of the Stinson air crash of February 1937. 
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The view from Mc Mahon’s Lookout in the 1940’s over the site of the locality of Cox’s River. 

 

 
A contemporay view from the same site at Mcmahon’s Lookout, a drive south from Wentworth 

Falls, looks over upper Lake Burragorang and the site of Cox’s River, below 
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A FEBRUARY 1946 LETTER FROM BRIGADIER-GENERAL 
BELL TO COMMODORE POPHAM IN OCCUPIED JAPAN TO  
 

At the April 2025 meeting Tony Read also showed a stampless letter that Howard Lyons had 

passed on to him from a recent purchase at our last Orange Expo. 

 

It was dated 10th February [1946] and posted at Army PO 500 on 12th February at Tokio. It 

had been sent to U.S. Navy Commodore W.S. Popham in Charleston Virgina by US Army 

Brigadier-General Marcus Bell. 
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United States Mail from the Pacific Campaigns (and Australia and later Korea) were all sent 

via the mail clearing/sortingfacilty in San Francisco. 

 

 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 27TH MAY  2025 

27 | P a g e  
 

 

 
 

U.S. Army Post Office #500 in Occupied Japan.  

 

 
 
Commodore William Popham (1892-1977) served as 2nd in command in the Occupation of Japan 

(under Macathur) after the War. After Japan he returned to Charleston in 1947 in admin in the 

U.S. Navy. 

 
 
Brigadier-General Marcus Bell (1893 to 1981) was commander of the 81st Infantry Division 

during combat in the Pacific including in New Guinea..  After the War he served in the 
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Occupation of Japan. He then served 2 years as deputy chief of staff for the XXIV Corps 

based in Korea.   He retired as a 4-star general in 1951. 

 

The sword he refers to in the letter was Major-General Yamamoto’s sword.   It had been 

surrendered to Brigadier-Genaral Bell when he was commnding the 81st Infantry Division.  

 

 
Yamamoto’s sword 

 

The blade according to sword  experts to be very old and was from the Yamato-Den Period.   

The Yamato-den is one of the Five Great Sword Traditions) of Japan, originating in Yamato 

Province (modern-day Nara Prefecture). This tradition is regarded as one of the oldest sword-

making schools, dating back to the Heian (794–1185) and Kamakura (1185–1333) periods.  

 

Yamato-den is known for its strong and practical swords, designed for battlefield durability, 

with a distinct emphasis on defensive capabilities. 

 

Yamato acquired the sword  in 1934.   In 1939 he was put in charge of Japan’s Pacific Naval 

Fleet which subsequently attacked Hawaii.  

 

At Nine o'clock in the morning of April 18th, 1943, Yamamoto and General Ugaki left for 

Bouganville on two attack planes escorted by nine fighter planes. At 9:43AM, they faced 

twenty-four U.S. fighter planes. The two attack planes tried to evacuate by flying low, but the 

planes got hit and with both engines on fire, quickly crashed into the jungle. Yamamoto was 

found with a bullet wound in the left jaw which pierced him through the face, considered a 

fatal wound, and another bullet in his back, wearing white gloves, holding the sword made by 

Amada Sadayoshi between his legs. The sword itself got shot three times; two on the sword’s 

saya and one on the tsuka.    Yamamoto was fifty-nine when he was killed. 
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The plane crash site is now open to tourists 
 

 
General Yamamoto 
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VISIT OF THE BRITISH NAVAL SQUADRON TO AUSTRALIA 

IN 1924 
At the April 2025 meeting Tony Read also showed a bronze medalet produced by Stokes in 

Melbourne for the visit of the British Naval Squadron in 1924 
 

 
 

 

Medalet, bronze, circular with head of George V on one side with the words 'FOR KING AND 
COUNTRY' around the edge. The reverse depicts a British sailor with a cutlass and a bulldog, 
standing in front of a naval gun. Around them are the words 'AUSTRALIA WELCOMES THE 
BRITISH NAVAL SQUADRON 1924'. 
 

On 9th April 1924, a British Special Service Squadron, including the battlecruisers HMS Hood 

and HMS Repulse, entered Sydney Heads.  It was a "show the flag round the World cruise" and a 

successful public relations exercise. The ships were open for public viewing, and the Prince of 

Wales' presence aboard created local excitement. The squadron remained in Sydney for several 

days, returning for a further three days in April 1924.  The squadron also visited Perth, Hobart, 

Brisbane and Adelaide  

 

 

HMS Hood arriving in Sydney 
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