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2025 is our 60th Year 

 

 

 

 
 

Tony Richards (right) supervising auction lot viewing at our 2013 Spring Fair.  Tony 
passed away on 22nd April 2025 

 

 

 

Our web-site is https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/ 

 

https://orangecoinsands/
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THIS NEXT ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON 

THIS TUESDAY 29th APRIL 2025 at 

7.30.   

 

Our current monthly meeting is at 

the Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30 

on this Tuesday 29th April 2025. 
 

 

The next night meeting after 

that is on Tuesday night, 

7.30pm27th May 2025.  The 

heaters will go on at 4pm – its 

winter weather. 

 

Our next monthly coin & stamp 

mini-fair is in the Orange 

Cultural Centre is on  

Saturday 3rd May 2025 from 9 to 

‘middayish’.    
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair are 

held in the Orange Cultural Centre 

building Sale St, Orange. It’s the 

building that used to be a school. It’s on 

the right hand side as you enter the 

Woolworths Car Park. The building is 

sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but 

entrance is from the mini-park on the 

Sale St frontage. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TONY RICHARDS PASSED 

AWAY on 22nd APRIL2025 

Long-time, stamp-collecting member, Tony 

Richards, passed away on 22nd April 2025. 
 

His funeral will be on Wednesday 30th April 

at 11am at Orange Funerals in 1 Cameron 

Place, Orange. 

 

 

Tony Richards at our 2011 auction handing 

winning lots to Graham Doherty. 

 

Tony had been a Club member since 2004. He 

moved from western Sydney to retire in 

Orange.  Tony and Dot. Richards had much 

earlier migrated to Australia from southeast 

England.    
 

Tony’s collecting interests were centred on the 

stamps of the United Kingdom, Germany and a 

number of other European countries. His 

relations in England used to post out all the new 

U.K. stamp issues.  

 

Tony was always a great help with our shows 

and auctions. 
 

Over the past 3 years or so Tony has had to deal 

with reduced mobility. He was no longer able 

to drive.  He used his walking frame to move 

about.   He couldn’t easily get to meetings, but 

was able to attend our shows and annual 

auction. 
 

Our deepest sympathies go out to Dot. 

Richards. 
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OUR ORANGE 2025 COIN & STAMP 

EXPO DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP 

SUPPORTING THEM  

 

 

  Orange Stamps & Coins 

(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 

Orange, 2800; Mobile 0427 107 

554 Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368, E-

mail: -

howard.lyons@bigpond.com  

Buying and Selling – Stamps, 

Coins, Banknotes, Accessories, 

etc.  

 

 Phil & Win Morehouse, 

Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: 

(02)9707 4087, New e-mail is: - 

phillipmorehouse401@gmail.com

World-wide stamps bought and 

sold  

 

 Top End Coins:   Les 

Robinson, P.O. Box 381, Nelson 

Bay. 2315  Phone: 0455 660 

email:  topendcoins@gmail.com 

 

 Peter Neville Stamps.  Orange. 

Phone 0400754209   

peternevillestamps@gmail.com  

or 

www.ebay.com/str/stampsorange

ns 
 

 

DATES FOR 2025 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 29th April 

2025 night meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange 

Cultural Centre.  

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 

Saturday morning 3rd May 2025, 9-12, at 

the Orange Cultural Centre. 

 

Junction Park Stamp Clubs’ Stamp Fair.5th 

May 2025, 9-4 at Runcorn Tavern, 124 

Gowan Road, Sunnybank QLD 
 

Parramatta Philatelic Society Open Day, 

10th May 2025, 10-4, O.E.S. Hall, Railway St, 

Wentworthville, [sale-by-tender at 1pm & 

3pm] 

 

Campbelltown & District Philatelic Society 
meeting 14th May, 7pm at St Thomas More 

Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse 2560. 

Display: Red Cross by Joe White  

 
 

Wagga Club’s 2-day Stamp & Coin 

Fair, 17th & 18th May 2025, from 9am, at 

Sturt Public School, White Avenue, 

Kooringal, NSW 2650 

 

Queensland Philatelic Council Bazaar Day, 

Sunday 25th May 2025 at QPC House, 18 

Coolcrest Street, Wynnum, Qld 

 

Campbelltown & District Philatelic Society 
meeting 11th June 2025, 7pm at St Thomas 

More Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse 

2560.   Germany by David Payne.  
 

Rockhampton Stamp Clubs’ Fair, 1-4, 

Saturday 21st June 2025 at Fred Fox Hall, 

Gladstone Road, Rockhampton Qld 

 

Northern Suburbs Club’s Winters Day 

with Stamps, Sat. 19th July 2025. 10-4 at St 

Leonards Catholic Church Hall. Auction 

begins at 2. 

 

Bendigo Philatelic Society’s Stamp Fair, 

30th August 2025, 9.30 to 2.30. St Andrew 

Uniting Church, 24 Myers St Bendigo, 

Victoria 
 

Hobart National 1-frame Exhibition and 

Stamp Show, at Hobart Town Hall 30th 

October to Sunday 2nd November. Entries 

close 4th August.  

mailto:topendcoins@gmail.com
mailto:peternevillestamps@gmail.com
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Wagga Stamp & Coin Club’s Stamp and 

Coin Fair, 22nd and 23rd November 2025, 

starts at 9am,  Sturt Public School, White 

Avenue, Kooringal [a Wagga suburb] 2650 

 
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 

PHILATELIC COUNCIL 

POSTAL AUCTION ON 1st 

JUNE 2025 

This was e-mail was received on 24th April. It 

was also sent to almost every Club in eastern 

Australia: -  

 

“The South Australian Philatelic Council has 

been involved in running postal auction for 

some 6 years now. We would appreciate if 

you would be kind enough to bring this to the 

attention of your members who may be 

interested in participating. 

The current catalogue for our June 1st sale is 

attached. There are 1052 lots with reserves 

ranging from $5 to $1000.00 with a wide 

range of material for collectors and resellers. 

We do not ask you to print this (some 50 

pages).  If members wish to see a copy then 

please forward it as an email or instruct them 

to email us at saphilhouse21@gmail.com and 

we will then email them back a copy. With 

the range of material offered it is highly 

unlikely that one will not find something of 

interest at a very reasonable price” 
 

Sincerely Mike Kovaleff 

Co-ordinator for the SAPC Auction Team” 

 

I have looked at the 48-page, down-loadable 

catalogue and there are some useful lots. 

 

D.D. editor. 

 
 
 
 
 

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO CASH! 

GET SOME PAGES READY FOR THE 

CLUB’S EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin needs coin and stamp pages for the next 

stamp circuit book and the next coin/note circuit 

books    

Colin can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634 

 
ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB 

Items for this newsletter are always required. You 

do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.  

They need to be posted to the Editor, Derek 

Dolstra, who is also the secretary at the Club’s 

postal address: -PO Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or 

better still e-mailed in Word format (pictures as 

jpg files) to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au   or Phone 

02 63 614 872.    

 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 
2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 
remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

 

mailto:saphilhouse21@gmail.com
mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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AIRLY, New South Wales 
 
Your editor started visiting the site Airly in the 1980’s and always found it a 

fascinating place. The site is now on the National Trust Register. 

 

Airly is an abandoned town site, 13km east of Capertee, in the western Blue 

Mountains. It’s on the road to Gen Davis. It’s only reason for existence was oil 

shale mining. 
 

When oil shale mining started in 1883 on Mt Airly, a small ‘hotch-potch’ of 

dwellings that became known as Airly sprang up,].  
 

There was no town planning. There was almost no flat land.  Small ramshackle 

huts were built wherever there was a level bit of ground large enough to support 

foundations and the chimney. About half the ‘houses’ were cave-like, being 

carved out of the rock. The miners and their families largely lived like 

troglodytes.  
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Rock falls were an ever-present danger like this one in 1911. 
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These remains are believed to be what’s left of the Airly Post Office. 

 

Blocked entrance to the Airly Oil Shale adit. 
 

The Airly mines closed around 1913 and the miners packed up and left. Today 

remains the ruins of a few dwellings lived in by some of the 200 miners and 
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their families. The ruins include chimneys, stone structures and cave dwellings 

along the tramway route to Torbane. 
 

Oil shale is a light, coal-like rock.  Instead of fracturing along cleat, like coal, it 

breaks with a conchoidal (shell-like) fracture: -  

 

 
 

The oil shale was retorted by heating in vertical chambers.  The liquid oil 

distillate was run off and processed into paraffin oil and candles for domestic 

lighting. Heavier oil fractions were used to produce naphtha, oils and greases.  

Most Airly oil shales contained 52 gallons of oil per ton of rock.  
 

Not all the raw shale processing was carried out in Australia. Up until 1911, 

570,000 tonnes of raw oil shale had been exported to Britain. Oil shale was 

extensively used as an additive to the coal in municipal gas works.   
 

The Genowlan deposits (Airly and Katoomba) were held by a German-affiliated 

syndicate and mined mostly for export to Germany. 
 

The first official report of the discovery of shale oil in the Airly Mountain area 

was recorded in the Under-Secretary for Mines' Annual Report for 1883. The 

lease on the southern portion of the Airly shale deposit was taken up by the 

original prospecting party of Messrs Melliday, Massey, Bulkeley, Nicholson and 

Larkin in 1883.   However, the group failed to meet the necessary labour 

conditions and the lease lapsed. A new lease of 420 acres was taken up by Mr D. 

Wilson in late 1890.  
 

This lease was purchased by Genowlan Shale Company a short time later. The 

Genowlan Shale Company was a Sydney based firm of Germans business 

people whose interest lay in exporting shale to England and the Continent. To 

advertise the high quality of their product, the Company entered samples of the 

mineral in the World's Colombian Exposition in Chicago in 1893.  
 

During this early period of the mine's history (1892-1894), an approximately 

2.4km track was cut from the mine site to the Government road to Capertee. 

The shale was carted from the mine in drays drawn either by horse or bullock 

teams along this track to Capertee Railway station, from where it was 

transported to Germany for gas enrichment purposes. 
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Between 1892 and 1894, approximately 10,000 tons of high-grade shale was 

extracted and sent to market. During financial difficulties experienced by the 

company in 1894, Andrew Anderson, the largest shareholder in the Genowlan 

Shale Company, obtained a six months option of purchase on the leases. 

Anderson formed a company registered as the Australian Shale Syndicate with a 

group of English investors and, on 3rd December 1894, Anderson purchased the 

mine on behalf of the new company. 
 

The Torbane retorts provided a steady minimum demand for shale but the peak 

work force of 80 miners was sometimes on half time only and occasionally ran 

down to as few as twenty men. Coal found with the shale seam was not 

exploited commercially.  
 

Poor export demand and good reserves led to a progressive shut-down of the 

mine in mid-1902 and only a small work force was retained. The miners 

declared this to be a lockout and went on strike. They held out for 21 weeks 
 

The market for paraffin for home lighting diminished as people in the cities 

started to use reticulated gas lighting.  Some towns even had electric lighting.    
 

By 1920 the community of Airly had become completely abandoned.  

 

The Airly Post Office opened on 5th July 1897 (C. Lombard as postmaster). 

Money Order facilities were established on 1st November 1899. These were 

withdrawn on 1st May 1920.   The Airly Post Office closed on 13th November 

1920.  All the residents had moved on.  
 

 

The Torbane Oil Shale Works circa-1900 
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AIRLY, New South Wales 

 
AIRLY TYPE 4B, “1832” BARRED NUMERAL OBLITERATOR 
 

Freeman (2012) records the use of a Type 4B, “1832” barred numeral obliterator 

at Airly from 5th July 1897. He gave it an “RRR” rarity rating. 

 

 

An impression of the Type 4B, "1832" barred numeral obliterator of Airly, 

above, cancels a 1d scarlet New South Wales Shield (Die II, Crown over 'NSW" 

watermark, perf 12 x 11½, chalk-surfaced) stamp of 1899.     

 

 

 

AIRLY, New South Wales 

 
AIRLY TYPE 1D(i) DATE-STAMP 
 

Hopson & Tobin (1991) records the use of a Type 1D(i) date-stamp at Airly 

from 1998 to 1913.  

 

 

 
 

An impression of the Type 1D(i), “AIRLY / 1913 / & AU / N.S.W.” date-stamp, 

above,   cancels a blue 6d ultramarine Map & Kangaroo (Die II) stamp of 18th 

January 1913. 
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STAMPS & COINS OF LUNDY 
At the March meeting Tony Read displayed his collection of Lundy Island Puffin 
stamps and Puffin coins.  

The tiny island of Lundy (5km x 1km) is in the Bristol Channel. It’s about a third of the 
way from the north coast of Devon to south Wales.  

 

 

It’s always been a popular day trip from and from Devonshire.  Visitors travel on the 
MS Oldenburg, Lundy’s own ferry.  It was built in 1958. It sails for Bideford and 
Ilfracombe. The fare is £97. 
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In the winter months when the seas get too high for the Oldenburg, you need to 
travel by helicopter (£174). 

Lundy has a summer population of about 30 people, which includes a Warden, 
Island Manager, Farmer, Shop keeper, Maintenance and Housekeeping staff as well 
as a Bar and Kitchen team in the Tavern. They live in and around the village at the 
south of the Island.    

Some 20,000 visitors come to Lundy each year. Many spend just a few hours on the 
island, and probably most of that time in the Marisco Tavern. 

Lundy has a very long history, with archaeological evidence back to Neolithic times. 
It is believed that its name derives from the Norse words lunde and ey, which can be 
translated as “puffin island.” 

There was once a time when thousands of puffins nested on the island. 

Following near extinction, and thanks to the Seabird Recovery Project, Lundy’s best-
known birds are slowly returning, with several hundred counted last year, including 
several dozen breeding pairs. 

For centuries, Lundy was the habitué of smugglers and pirates. In effect, it became a 
semi-autonomous country. 

The most spectacular wreck occurred in 1906, when a Royal Navy battleship, HMS 
Montagu, ran aground on the rocks in a heavy fog. There were no casualties, but the 
ship could not be saved. 

Visitors arrived by the thousands to have a look at the wreck of the Montagu, Numerous 
picture postcards were printed at the time to sell to the visitors, and this unfortunate 
event marked the beginning of Lundy as a popular tourist destination.  
 
For most of the 19th Century Lundy was owned by the Heaven family, after William 
Hudson Heaven bought it in 1834 as a summer retreat. 

The population reached a peak in 1865 with the opening of a Quarry.  

Many buildings on the island date from the time of the William Heaven family, 
including a church near the village: St. Helena’s, was established in 1897, and it is 
still occasionally being used today. 

In 1924, London millionaire financier Martin Coles Harman (1885-1954) acquired the 
entire island and declared himself “King of Lundy.” 

The General Post Office had maintained a postal agency on Lundy, but closed it in 
1927. For the next two years, Harman made arrangements to carry the mail between 
the mainland and the island free of charge, but found this service to be too costly. 

In 1929 he decided to start a local post linking the island with the mainland, and 
issued stamps for it beginning Nov. 1, 1929. Harman’s project has functioned 
perfectly well ever since, and the Lundy Post Office is, in fact, the oldest privately 
operated local post in the world.  

Needing someone to administer the postal affairs of the island, Harman appointed 
Felix W. Gade as agent and local postmaster. 
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Gade fell in love with Lundy and ran the post office for a great many years. Harman 
and Gade are depicted on a souvenir sheet issued in 2004 to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the local post. 

 

The initial 1929 local post stamps depicted puffin birds. They are denominated in the 
local currency, the puffin, which is equivalent to the British penny. 

 

Interestingly only the top half of a puffin is depicted on the ½-Puffin stamp, a whole 
bird on the 1 Puffin stamp. The choice of currency unit reflects the fact that puffins 
often were used in the barter trade on the island in the old days. 

Airmail was introduced on Lundy in the 1930s. The top of the island is quite flat, and 
it was easy to convert a field into a landing strip.  Only helicopters land on Lundy 
now.  
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The airline printed special airmail labels that were used in addition to Lundy stamps. 
The flights were terminated at the beginning of World War II, but were resumed soon 
after the war. 

During World War II, Lundy issued a number of overprinted stamps to mark different 
anniversaries. Some of these issues are quite uncommon. This was when the 
population of Lundy reached a low of only 8 – the Agent, his wife and 6 lighthouse 
keepers. 

 

The rarest of all Lundy stamps is the 1940 Red Cross overprint; only 967 examples 
were sold of the high-denomination 12p+12p stamp. 

 

The 1950s and 1960s were a period of excess in Lundy’s stamp production. There 
were several sets with printings of 500,000 — by far exceeding actual postal need. 
They were mostly sold to the trade and filled the stamps-on-approval selections of 
the time. 
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The 1954 pictorial set, above, featured views of the island 

 

A Lundy stamp issued June 25, 2014, above, commemorates the 100th birthday of 
John Pennington Harman (1914-44) and the 70th anniversary of his death in India in 
World War II.   Lance Corporal Harman, the oldest son of Martin Coles Harman, was 
killed while trying to overrun a Japanese machine gun position and was 
posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross. 

The most recent stamp issue, featuring the Lundy Bird Observatory, was in March 
2025: -  
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The Lundy Postal Service is a very serious operation that provides essential services 
for both the local population and visiting tourists.  Since 1929 some 350 Lundy 
stamps have been issued, many of them now very rare. The Lundy Post suggests 
that they are ‘highly collectible’. Some 40,000 pieces of mail are sent from the island 
every year and Lundy says it is the oldest private postal service operating in the 
world today. 

Lundy postal rates are currently: 1st class UK = 140 puffin or £1.40. 2nd class UK = 
95 puffin or 95 pence. Rest of the World is 265 puffin or £2.65, which all include the 
Royal Mail-rates.  No British stamps are available on the island to pay for ongoing 
service, so a meter machine is used to show payment of the Royal Mail fee. 

Because users of meter-mark machines receive a significant discount from the 
regular rates, the Lundy Postal Service rates are quite advantageous. 

 

Tony Read also showed some Lundy coins. 

The first coins were two bronze ones, the “half puffin” and the “one puffin”.   They 
were issued in 1929 by the self-declared 'King of Lundy', Martin Coles Harman. They 
were nominally rated in value as the British halfpenny and the British penny.    

 

 

 

 

The obverse of the coins depict a portrait facing left with 
'MARTIN·COLES·HARMAN'. The edges of the coins are lettered with the inscription 
'LUNDY LIGHTS AND LEADS', an allusion to the island's two lighthouses. The 
reverse of the Half Puffin coin depicts a puffin's head; half a Puffin. 

Visitors to Lundy could exchange any remaining 'puffins' at the banks in Bideford in 

Devon. They returned the Lundy coins to the island.  The money saw real, if limited 
use, mainly at the Tavern. Martin Coles Harman died in 1954. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Coles_Harman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obverse_and_reverse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lighthouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puffin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bideford
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The coins were struck in Birmingham by Ralph Heaton's Mint, Birmingham Ltd. 
50,000 bronze tokens about the size of a penny were minted in 1929, together with a 
similar number of articles about the size of a half-penny.  

Harman had sent specimen coins to the Royal Mint and had been thanked for them, 
although they had warned him about section 5 of the Coinage Act 1870.   Harman 
replied that Lundy was a “little Kingdom in the British Empire, but out of England”. He 
recognised King George V as the head of state, however he was adamant that 
Lundy was a self-governing dominion within the British Empire [like the Isle of Man] 

This led to a visit from the Devon Constabulary and a Supt. Bolt and other officers 
reported seeing the coins (tokens) in use at the island’s Marisco Tavern, mixed with 
standard British Imperial coinage. Harman lost his case at the Petty Sessions in 
Bideford and appealed to the High Court of Justice where he also lost and was fined 
£5, with fifteen guineas (£15 15s) costs. 

The appeal trial was held on 13 January 1931 at the King's Bench Division of the 
High Court of Justice, in London, and, it was hoped at the time, would settle the 
status of Lundy once and for all. It didn't – but it did show how utterly confused the 
situation was. In his defence, Harman said he had every right to mint money, for 
Lundy, in his words, was "a vest-pocket-size, self-governing dominion," out of the 
realm for every practical purpose.  

The Lundy residents, he pointed out, never had paid any taxes to England and were 
liable to customs when they went there, for Lundy itself was a free port. The Attorney 
General, who was prosecuting Harman, said that Lundy was surely a Utopia but that 
its inhabitants would be just as happy if the face of King George V, rather than of 
Harman, were depicted on the place's currency.  

 

Gold 1 Puffin ‘collectors’1965 coin 

 

Brass-nickel 1965 half Puffin 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham_Mint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Mint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coinage_Act_1870
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_V_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Court_of_Justice
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In 1965, a second issue of coins, made by John Pinches, was carried out. These 
were a commemorative issue to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Martin Coles 
Harman's purchase of Lundy. The coins are of the same design as the 1929 issue 
coins, but had plain edges and the 1965 date. They were struck in proof sets, 
in bronze, nickel-brass, and gold. They were issued in a special case of which at 
least two varieties exist. 3000 of the base metal sets were issued and 25 of the gold 
sets. 

  

 

In 1977 Queen Elizabeth II visited Lundy Island as a part of the celebrations of 
her Silver Jubilee. 1,977 Puffin and half Puffin proof grade copper tokens have been 
produced bearing this date. The designs are very similar if not identical to the 1929 
and 1965 issues, however they do not carry the edge inscription. It is not clear when 
they were minted as they only came on to the numismatic market in 2014 

 

A set of five 'fantasy' Lundy coins, above, were put on sale in 2011. These five coins 
are dated 2011 and are in the Puffin denominations: half, one, two, four and six 
Puffins. This set is distinct since only half and one puffin coins had been issued in 
the past.  They carry the same edge inscription as the original 1929 coins, though 
the inscription is incuse rather than raised and a similar, less boldly engraved portrait 
of Martin Coles Harman.  

The half and one Puffin coins in this set are copper plated brass, the two and four 
Puffin coins are in a brass and the six Puffin coin is copper nickel. The half and one 
Puffin coins are smaller in size. The 1929 & 1965 puffin is 29.29mm-diameter, whilst 
the 2011 puffin is 27.3mm-diameter. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Commemorative_coins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Coles_Harman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Coles_Harman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lundy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proof_coinage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nickel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Jubilee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incuse
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THE SUN OF MAY SYMBOL – CELEBRATING SOUTH & 
CENTRAL AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE FROM SPAIN 

Tony Read touched on the subject of the Sun of May (Spanish: Sol de Mayo) 
symbol at our February meeting.  The Sol de Mayo the national symbol 
of Argentina, Uruguay and Ecuador. It appears on each of their flags. The Sun of 
May originally represented Inti, the Incan god of the sun.  

It is also a recurring motif in the design of former Spanish American country’s stamps 
and coins.  

 
The Sun of May on the flag of Uruguay 

 

 
In the flag of Uruguay the Sun of May is the radiant golden yellow sun with a human 
face and 16 triangular rays 

 
Sun of May in the flag of Argentina 

 
The yellow sun in the flag of Argentina represents the Sol De Mayo (May Sun), which 
is the national symbol of Argentina. 
 

 
 
It commemorates the appearance of the sun in cloudy skies on May 25, 1810, when the 
first mass demonstration in favour of independence that took place in Buenos Aries.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruguay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecuador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inca_mythology
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Argentinians gathered in front of the Buenos Aires cabaldo on 25 May 1810 demanding 
independence from Spain. The day started out overcast. The crowd became angry and 
overrun the building.  Meanwhile, the weather improved and the sun broke through the 
clouds. The people in the plaza saw it as a favourable omen for the revolution. The Sun 
of May was created a few years later with reference to this event.    
 

 At the time Spain was occupied by Napoleon and was able to do nothing for Spanish 
America. 
 

 

The May Revolution which took place in the week from 18 to 25 May 1810, which 
marked the beginning of the independence from the Spanish Empire for the 
countries that were then part of the Viceroyalty of the Río de la Plata. A legend 
claims that as the new government was proclaimed, again the sun broke through the 
clouds, which was seen as a good omen. 

25th May is a National Day in Argentina, known as First Patriotic Government. 
 
An image of the Sun of May appears on the Argentine 5-cent coin.      
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun_of_May
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun_of_May
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/May_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viceroyalty_of_the_R%C3%ADo_de_la_Plata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primera_Junta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_day


ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 29TH APRIL 2025 

22 | P a g e  
 

 
 
The first use of the Sun of May motif was on the first Argentine 8 escudos coin of 1813. 
The Sun of May can be found on a huge number of the stamps and coins of every Latin 
American nation that gained independence from Spain.  It was a symbol of freedom. 
 

Here are a few examples: -  
 
URUGUAY STAMPS
 

 
1858 Uruguay stamp with Sol de Mayo 

 
1861 Uruguay 60c with Sol de Mayo

 

 
 

Uruguay 1885 stamp - a stylised Sol de Mayo  
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ARGENTINE STAMPS 

 
 

Argentina’s 1st federal stamp of 1858 stamp shows a Sol de Mayo. 
 

Argentine postage stamps were first issued in 1858 by the Argentine Confederation. 
Due to continuing civil wars a number of provinces & Territories continued to issue their 
own stamps.  

 
 

1911 Agriculture: Farmer and Rising Sun stamp issue “Sun with Straight Rays” 
 

GUATEMALA STAMPS 
 

 
 

Guatemala stamps of1870 showed a Sol de Mayo above the shield 
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PERU STAMPS 

 
 

The 1874-1979 Peru Coat of Arms & Sun stamp 

MEXICO COINS 

 
 

1934 72% silver 1 peso coin shows a stylised sun 
 

 
 

Mexico 72% silver Cap & Sun Rays 8 Reales coin 
 

ARGENTINE COINS 

 
Argentine 1992 5 centavos coin with Sol de Mayo 
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Argentine 10 pesos coin 
URAGUAY COINS 

 
 

Uruguay 1 Peso coin of 1969 
 

 
 

Uraguay 20 centesimos coin of 1840 
 

 
 

Uraguay 1000 pesos coin of 1969 with a stylised sun. 
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THE SUN OF MAY SYMBOL – SOUTH & CENTRAL AMERICA 
INDEPENDENCE FROM SPAIN 

Tony Read touched on the subject of the Sun of May (Spanish: Sol de Mayo) symbol at our 

February meeting.  The Sol de Mayo the national symbol of Argentina, Uruguay and Ecuador. 
It appears on each of their flags. The Sun of May originally represented Inti, the Incan 
god of the sun.  

It is also a recurring motif in the design of Latin American country’s stamps and coins.  

 
The Sun of May on the flag of Uruguay 

 
In the flag of Uruguay the Sun of May is the radiant golden yellow sun with a human 
face and 16 triangular rays 

 
Sun of May in the flag of Argentina 

The yellow sun in the flag of Argentina represents the Sol De Mayo (May Sun), which 
is the national symbol of Argentina. 

 
It commemorates the appearance of the sun in cloudy skies on May 25, 1810, when the 
first mass demonstration in favour of independence that took place. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruguay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecuador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inca_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inca_mythology
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Argentinians gathered in front of the Buenos Aires cabaldo on 25 May 1810 demanding 
independence from Spain. The day started out overcast. The crowd became angry and 
overrun the building.  Meanwhile, the weather improved and the sun broke through the 
clouds. The people in the plaza saw it as a favourable omen for the revolution. The Sun 
of May was created a few years later with reference to this event.    
 At the time Spain was occupied by Napoleon.   

 

The May Revolution which took place in the week from 18 to 25 May 1810, which marked the beginning of the 

independence from the Spanish Empire for the countries that were then part of the Viceroyalty of the Río de la 

Plata. A legend claims that as the new government was proclaimed, again the sun broke through the clouds, 

which was seen as a good omen. 

25th May is a national day in Argentina, known as First Patriotic Government, 
An image of the Sun of May appears on the 5-cent coin.      
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun_of_May
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun_of_May
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/May_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viceroyalty_of_the_R%C3%ADo_de_la_Plata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viceroyalty_of_the_R%C3%ADo_de_la_Plata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primera_Junta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_day
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The first use of the Sun of May motif was on the first Argentine 8 escudos coin of 1813. 
The Sun of May can be found on a huge number of the stamps and coins of every Latin 
American nation that gained independence from Spain.  It was a symbol of freedom. 
URUGUAY STAMPS
 

 
1858 Uruguay stamp with Sol de Mayo 

 
1861 Uruguay 60c with Sol de Mayo



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 29TH APRIL 2025 

30 | P a g e  

 

 

 
Uruguay 1885 stamp - a stylised Sol de 

Mayo  
 
ARGENTINE STAMPS 

 
Argentina’s 1st federal stamp of 1858 

stamp shows a Sol de Mayo. 
Argentine postage stamps were first issued 
in 1858 by the Argentine Confederation. 
Due to continuing civil wars a number of 
provinces & Territories continued to issue 
their own stamps.  

 
1911Agricultue: - Farmer and Rising Sun 

issue “Sun with Straight Rays” 
GUATEMALA STAMPS 

 
Guatemala stamps of1870 showed a Sol 

de Mayo above the shield 
 

PERU STAMPS 

 
The 1874-1979 Peru Coat of Arms & Sun stamp 

MEXICO COINS 

 
1934 72% silver 1 peso coin shows a 

stylised sun 

 
Mexico 72% silver Cap & Sun Rays 8 

Reales coin 

ARGENTINE COINS 
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Argentine 1992 5 centavos coin with Sol de 

Mayo 

 
Argentine 10 pesos coin 

URAGUAY COINS 

 
Uruguay 1 Peso coin of 1969 

 
Uraguay 20 centesimos coin of 1840 

 
Uraguay 1000 pesos coinwith a stylised sun of 

1969 
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In 1977 Queen Elizabeth II visited Lundy Island as a part of the celebrations of her Silver 
Jubilee. 1,977 Puffin and half Puffin proof grade copper tokens have been produced 
bearing this date. The designs are very similar if not identical to the 1929 and 1965 issues, 
however they do not carry the edge inscription. It is not clear when they were minted as 
they only came on to the numismatic market in 2014 

 

A set of five 'fantasy' Lundy coins, above, were put on sale in 2011. These five coins are 
dated 2011 and are in the Puffin denominations: half, one, two, four and six Puffins. This 
set is distinct since only half and one puffin coins had been issued in the past.  They carry 
the same edge inscription as the original 1929 coins, though the inscription 
is incuse rather than raised and a similar, less boldly engraved portrait of Martin Coles 
Harman.  

The half and one Puffin coins are copper plated brass, the two and four are in a brass and 
the six Puffin is copper nickel. The half and one puffin coins are smaller in size. The 1929 
& 1965 puffin is 29.29mm-diameter, whilst the 2011 puffin is 27.3mm-diameter. 

 

 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Jubilee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Jubilee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incuse
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INDIAN BANKNOTE PAPER SALVADGED FROM 
THE 1940 WRECK OF THE SS BREDA 
 
At the March 2025 Club meeting Rob Willis showed some original watermarked banknote 
paper that had been recovered from the 1940 wreck of the S.S. Breda.  The banknote paper 
had been sent from the U.K and was destined for use in the printing of 5 and 10 Rupees 
denomination Indian banknotes. 

 
The watermark depicts the representation of George VI and the inscription: “TEN RUPEES, RESERVE BANK OF 
INDIA”. 

The Dutch cargo-passenger ship SS Breda was sunk by German bombers off the coast of 
Scotland on an icy 23rd December 1940. 

Following the German invasion of the Netherlands in May 1940, the SS Breda sought 
refuge in the United Kingdom.  The cargo ship was placed under the control of the P. & O. 
Line. It was only armed with a single 120 mm gun.   

The SS Breda had been launched in July 1921. It was built for the Koninklijke 
Nederlandsche Stoomboot Maatschappij ("Royal Netherlands Steamship Company"). As 
well as cargo, pre-War it could carry 87 passengers. 

After a number of short runs, the SS Breda was laying off Oban in western Scotland on 
23rd December 1940.  The ship was part of a convoy being put together that was bound 
for Bombay in India. . The cargo included 3,000 tons of cement, 175 tons of tobacco and 
cigarettes, 3 Hawker and 30 de Havilland Tiger Moth biplanes, army trucks,  crockery, 
copper ingots, rubber-soled sandals for the tropics, paper, 10 horses, 9 dogs, and 
watermarked banknote paper. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawker_Aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Havilland_Tiger_Moth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crockery
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This ship carried 30 boxes of uncut blank watermark paper of King George VI in sheets 
made by Portals.  It was being transported to Nasik Press in India for printing. The sheets 
were for notes of denominations 5 Rupees & 10.Rupees.    Each sheet contained blank 
watermark for 36 – 40 notes.   

The 10 Rupee banknote, when printed, looked like this:-  

 

Just on dusk a group of Heinkel He 111 bombers, flying from Norway, swept across where 
the SS Breda was anchored, and dropped 4 x 250-kilogram bombs. The force of the 
explosions ruptured a water inlet pipe as well as the engine room, which was rapidly 
flooded. The ship lost power. The Breda was taken under tow, and beached in shallow 
water in Ardmucknish Bay. 

 

The next day, only a small part of her cargo had been offloaded before a storm swept her 
into deeper water where she sank to a depth of 26 metres  
 
In 1992, divers discovered the original banknote paper which had been destined to have 
been used for the printing of 10 Rupees banknotes. These were salvaged by Tralic Bay 
Diving Club 
 

In writing this article three other instances of ships, that were carrying Indian banknotes, and 
which sank were found 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heinkel_He_111
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beaching_(nautical)
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These banknotes were printed in England on handmade watermark paper made by Portals and 
were shipped to India.  These banknotes were shipped unsigned for reasons of safety.  Once 
they arrived to India, the signature on the banknotes was added and then issued for 
circulation.  The only banknote that was pre-signed and shipped was the King George V, Rupee 
1 of 1917. 

The ships that sank carrying Indian money were: 

S.S. Camberwell –  

 
The S.S Camberwell, a British freighter bound for India, sank in the English Channel in 
1917 after hitting a German mine near the Isle of Wight.  It was sailing from 
Middlesbrough, via London, to Calcutta, India. 
 

In the midst of War, cargo ships were never safe from attacks. This is what happened to 
the SS Camberwell on May 18, 1917. Although it had been warned by a patrol boat that 
there were mines in the area, this did not prevent it from hitting a German sea mine.  

It was only a few miles from the Isle of Wight and had just left England. The explosion of 
the mine blew off the hatch covers and pierced the side of the ship. Broken in two, it 
began to take on water, tilted to starboard before sinking in just a few minutes. On board 
the vessel: 65 crew members who managed to get into lifeboats. Unfortunately, one of 
them capsized and seven Indian sailors were washed away by the sea. The captain, 
Frederick Adamson, along with the other survivors, were rescued by patrol boats and 
taken to Portsmouth. 

The mine had been laid by a submarine, the UC-36.   With an overall length of about 50m 
and a width of 5m, it could carry 7 torpedoes and 18 mines. In total, it sank 24 ships, the 
largest being the Camberwell. Three days after this attack, the UC-36 was sunk, in turn, 
by the French steamer Molière. 

The entire cargo disappeared at the bottom of the Channel when the S.S. Camberwell 
was sunk. It was carrying many of the usual cargoes. 5,000 tons were destined for the 
Asian ports of Colombo, Madras and Calcutta: wine, olive oil, cement, fertilizer, chemicals, 
cotton, sheets, medicine, postcards for English expatriates, etc. The list is long on the 
insurance records. Many artefacts have been recovered from the various excavations 
during the 20th and 21st centuries. Among others, 10 rupee bills of British India are part of 
the treasure of the S.S. Camberwell. 

The S.S. Camberwell was carrying the Rupees 10 Rupees Uniface banknotes dated 
25th November 1916. These were unsigned banknotes.  The salvaged notes from SS 
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Camberwell have disintegrated in a circular manner and only a central circular portion of the 
notes remains. 

 

Uniface.10 Rupees- Unsigned note dated. 25 November 1916 - disintegrated in a circular manner 
 

S.S.Shirala 
 

 
 
The S.S. Shirala was sunk by a torpedo from German submarine, UB-57, on 2nd 
July 1918 in the English Channel.   While eight crew members died, all 213 
passengers survived the wreck. The SS Shirala was built in 1901 and operated by 

the British India Steam Navigation Company.  

 
The S.S. Shirala, as well as carrying general cargo and diamonds, was also 
carrying unsigned Indian Uniface banknotes of 5 Rupees and 10 Rupees and 
signed Indian banknotes of King George V (the 1 Rupee).   This King George V 1 
rupee banknote is the only instance where a signed note that was carried in a ship 
that got sunk on its way to India from England.  The details of the consignment that 
was sunk are: 
  

King George V 1917:   
·      Rupee 1 Prefixes are not known. 
  
Uniface Notes: 
·      Rs.5 was dated. 02-Feb-1915 Circle ‘A’. 
·      Rs.5 was dated 08-Apr-1915 Circle ‘B’. 
·      Rs.10 was dated. 28-Mar-1916 Circle ‘R’. 
·      Rs.10 was dated 07-Jun-1918 Universalised. 
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Some of these notes were salvaged or could have been washed ashore.  There have 
been reported cases of attempts to cash the salvaged notes in India in 1920. 

 

 
King George V - 1917 - Rupee 1 - Prefix 'A' 

 

 
 

Uniface - Rs.5 - Circle 'A' (Cawnpore) dated. 2 February 1915 – Unsigned 

 
Uniface - Rs.10- Circle 'R' (Rangoon) dated. 2 February 1918 – Unsigned 

 

S.S. Egypt 
 
The SS Egypt was a P&O ocean liner. She sank after a collision with SS Seine 
on 20th May 1922 in thick fog in the Celtic Sea, off northwest France.  252 people 
were rescued from the 338 passengers and crew aboard at the time.  It had in its 
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cargo gold bullion valued at £1 Million. The SS Egypt sank to a depth of about 
127m.  
 

,  
  
This amount of bullion made treasure hunters attempt salvage operations.  Quite a 
few bounty hunters attempted to salvage this gold and failed.  One group of 
salvage or treasure hunters formed a company called ‘SORIMA’.  They hired a 
cargo ship called the ‘Artiglio’.   
 

 
 

The torretta Butoscopica used to salvage the gold and the banknotes 

 
In 1933, a team of divers on board the ‘Artiglio’, were able to salvage the gold. 
They also brought up unsigned banknotes of Hyderabad in denominations of 5, 10 
& 100 Rupees.  They recovered a total of 165,000 banknotes.   After protracted 
negotiations with the Nawab of Hyderabad, the Nawab bought back 128,000 of the 
banknotes notes in July 1939.  These bank notes were later burnt in London.  The 
remaining 37,000 notes are either with collectors or remain missing under the 
sea.   These notes were printed by Waterlow & Sons. 
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.5 Rupees Hyderabad Salvage Note – Reverse 

 

The notes, when sold, all had the printed caveat: - “This note is of no monetary value.  It was 
recovered in June 1932 by the Italian salvage vessel Artiglio from the bullion room of the liner 
Egypt sunk off Ushant on May 20, 1922 in a depth of 400 feet.” 
 

 
 

10 Rupees Hyderabad Salvage Note – Unsigned 
 

 
 

100 Rupees Hyderabad Salvage Note - Unsigned 
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