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NEWSLETTER OF THE 

ORANGE COIN & STAMP 

CLUB FOR 29th JULY 2025 
#273 

2025 is our 60th Year 

 

 
 

Orange Club members replete in their 60th Anniversary polo shirts at out 2025 
Orange Coin & Stamp Expo L to R: Steve Kay, Peter Neville, Graham Doherty, Glen 
Deveigne, Tony Read, Eileen Davidson, Col. Davidson, Colin Richardson, Rob. 
Willis, Kevin Capnerhurst, Derek Dolstra & Dave Field. 
 

Our web-site is https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/ 

 

 
 

https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/
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THIS NEXT ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON 

THIS TUESDAY 29th JULY 2025 at 

7.30.   

 

Our current monthly meeting is at 

the Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30 

on this Tuesday 29th July 2025. 
 

The next night meeting after 

that is on Tuesday night, 

7.30pm 26th August 2025.  The 

heaters will go on at 4pm – its 

winter weather. 

 

The next night meeting after 

that one that is on Tuesday 

night, 7.30pm 30th September 

2025. Straight after our regular 

monthly meeting wil be our short 

annual general meeting. 

That includes all Club positions 

being up for election and adoption 

of the financial report for 2024-

2025. 

 

Our next monthly coin & stamp 

mini-fair is in the Orange 

Cultural Centre is on  

Saturday 2nd August2025 from 9 

to ‘middayish’.    
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair are 

held in the Orange Cultural Centre 

building Sale St, Orange. It’s the 

building that used to be a school. It’s on 

the right hand side as you enter the 

Woolworths Car Park. The building is 

sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but 

entrance is from the mini-park on the 

Sale St frontage. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

OUR ANNUAL CLUB 

AUCTION IS ON 

SATURDAY 6th 

SEPTEMBER 2025 
- Starts at midday as the 

Saturday morning mini-fair 

at the Orange Cultural 

Centre winds down  

 

This notice is a last chance you to 

organise your auction lots.  Last 

date next Saturday morning 

mini-fair on 2nd August. Send 

your auction descriptions details 

to Tony Read who is compiling 

the catalogue. 
 

Don’t delay or “put it off to the 

last minute”. 

 

Already there are high-quality 

Australian & European stamp 

album lots from the estate of the 

late Tony Richards and the 

estate of the late Elmar Ozols. 
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OUR ORANGE 2025 COIN & STAMP 

EXPO DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP 

SUPPORTING THEM  

 

  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 

6362 2368, E-mail: -

howard.lyons@bigpond.com  

Buying and Selling – Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  

 

 Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown. 

NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, New e-

mail is: - 

phillipmorehouse401@gmail.comWorl

d-wide stamps bought and sold  

 

 Top End Coins:   Les Robinson, P.O. 

Box 381, Nelson Bay. 2315  Phone: 

0455 660 

email:  topendcoins@gmail.com 

 

 Peter Neville Stamps.  Orange. 

Phone 0400754209   

peternevillestamps@gmail.com  or 

www.ebay.com/str/stampsorangens 

 
 
 

DATES FOR 2025 

 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 29th July 2025 

night meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange 

Cultural Centre.  

 

Inter Club Competition Parramatta 

Philatelic Society vs Smithfield Stamp Club, 

Friday 1st August 2025, 7.30pm. 

Wentworthville O.E.S. Hall, Railway Street, 

Wentworthville, NSW 2145 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair at the 

Orange Cultural Centre Saturday 2nd August 

2025, 9 to 12ish.  

 

Campbelltown & District Philatelic Society 
meeting 13th August 2025, 7pm at St Thomas 

More Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., Ruse 

2560.   State colonial stamps by Chantal Paris 

 

Qld Philatelic Council Bazaar Day, Sunday 

24th August 2025, 8.30-3. QPC House, 18 

Coolcrest St., Wynnum, QLD 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 26th August 

2025 night meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange 

Cultural Centre 

 

Bendigo Philatelic Society’s Stamp Fair, 

30th August 2025, 9.30 to 2.30. St Andrew 

Uniting Church, 24 Myers St Bendigo, 

Victoria 

 

Caloundra Stamp Fair, Sat. 30th August 

8.30-3.30, Nanyima St, Budderim, QLD, 

behind Kawana Shopping World. 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair at the 

Orange Cultural Centre Saturday 6th 

September 2025, 9 to 12ish, and then our 

annual Club Auction 
, 

Campbelltown & District Philatelic Society 
meeting 10th September 2025, 7pm at St 

Thomas More Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave., 

Ruse 2560.   Airmail Cinderellas by Ian 

Dolstra 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 30th 

September 2025 monthly night meeting, 
followed by our short annual general 

meeting all  starting 7.30pm at the Orange 

Cultural Centre 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair at the 

Orange Cultural Centre Saturday 4th October 

2025, 9 to 12ish.  

 

Toowoomba Stamp Club 2025 Stamp Fair, 
11th October, 9-3.30 at Toowoomba Indoor 

Bowls Association  Hall, 10 Annand St, 

Toowoomba CBD, QLD 
 

Hobart National 1-frame Exhibition and 

Stamp Show, at Hobart Town Hall 30th 

mailto:topendcoins@gmail.com
mailto:peternevillestamps@gmail.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/UHQNegfZneL8DJ2r6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/UHQNegfZneL8DJ2r6
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October to Sunday 2nd November. Entries 

close 4th August.  
 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Club’s Stamp and 

Coin Fair, 22nd and 23rd November 2025, 

starts at 9am,  Sturt Public School, White 

Avenue, Kooringal [a Wagga suburb] 2650 

 

AUSVIPEX 2025 - Australian Virtual 
Philatelic Exhibition 

27th November 2025 - 28th February 2026 

The Australian Virtual Multi-Frame Philatelic 

Exhibition, AUSVIPEX 2025 

Organised by: Australian Philatelic 

Federation (APF).  

Official Website: www.ausvipex2025.com 

AUSVIPEX 2025 brings together collectors and 

exhibitors from Australia and around the world, 

using the internet to share philately without 

borders. 

 

 
 

 

BULK / BOXED AUCTION 

CONSIGNMENTS: REVISED 

REQUIREMENTS FOR PHILAS 

AUCTION LOTS 
 

From Michael Nibbs Auction Manager 
 

Due to a lack of secure storage space, and an 

insufficient number of volunteer staff to assess and 

process consignments for our auctions, from 1 July 

2025 and until further notice, we are obliged to 

introduce the requirements described below for 

large consignments of lower grade bulk / boxed 

material. Vendors are to break down their 

consignments into saleable lots, draft a description 

and determine a price estimate for each lot: • lot 

descriptions and estimates are to be provided to the 

Auction Manager at least eight weeks prior to the 

advertised auction date to enable their inclusion in 

the catalogue;  

• The start bid is 80% of the estimate; 

• Descriptions and estimates are to be published in 

the catalogue as provided by the vendor; and 

• Neither assessment nor revision of descriptions or 

estimates can be undertaken by us, so any errors or 

deficiencies cannot be corrected.  

 

When drafting descriptions, it is recommended 

that vendors consider for each lot:  

• Range of years of issue; • regions and/or countries 

represented;  

• mint (mounted/unmounted) or used and if used 

whether on or off paper;  

• Approximate number of stamps and/or covers;  

 weight of on/off paper bulk used material;  

• total face value of Australia and/or New Zealand 

decimal period mint stamps including those in 

annual year books and packs; 

 • identify any specific noteworthy items/s within 

the lot with catalogue references; • condition of the 

material; • number of stock books and/or albums in 

which the material is stored; and,  

• Catalogue value when relevant. 

 …………….  

 

Bulk / Boxed Auction Consignments: Revised 

Requirements 2  

As a guide to the adequacy of descriptions, vendors 

may care to review the descriptions of bulk/boxed 

material in our auction catalogues. Vendors are to 

bring their lots to the auction venue on the day of the 

auction and report their arrival to staff who will 

register receipt of the consignment: 

 • it is anticipated that as usual the venue will be 

open up to four hours before the advertised start 

time to allow prospective bidders to view material;  

• Lots are to be received at least 30 minutes before 

the advertised time for the start of the auction; and 

 • The earlier lots are received and placed for 

viewing the more opportunity prospective bidders 

will have to inspect the the material (maximising the 

opportunity for sale). Labels with the allocated lot 

numbers are to be provided to vendors on arrival (if 

not already provided by mail before the auction 

date). Lots are to be placed for viewing in the 

allocated spaces according to lot number. Any 

unsold lots are to be removed from the auction 

venue by vendors. If unsold lots are resubmitted for 

a later auction the above requirements apply again.  

 

The above requirements do not apply to: 

 • Representatives of deceased estates or other 

vendors who do not have the knowledge or ability to 

break down consignments and draft descriptions 

(people who are not members of the collector 

community); and, 

• Vendors consigning better grade individual items, 

sets and country or thematic/specific collections. If 

https://ausvipex2025.com/
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you are unsure whether a consignment falls within 

the above requirements, please contact the Auction 

Manager to discuss.  
 
Michael Nibbs Auction Manager 
auction@philas.org.au 

 

The next PHILAS Auction 
#145 date is still “to be 
advised”. 
 

Auction Venue: 

Newington Community Centre 

Corner of Avenue of Europe & 

Avenue of Asia, Newington NSW 

2127 

Note: The Auction venue is 850 

metres from PHILAS HQ - 

approx. 2 minutes to drive or 12 

minutes to walk  

THE STAMP & COIN NEWS 

AUSTRALASIA 
 

Howard Lyons has passed on a letter from 

Kevin Morgan, stamp dealer and publisher of 

the Stamp News, now morphed into Stamp & 

Coin News Australasia. 
 

It reads: - “You may or may not know that the 

Australian Stamp Professional magazine has 

ceased to publish, and the Australian Coin 

Review is now by subscription only.” 
 

“This has put Stamp News Australia in the 

position of being the only professional 

collectables magazine in the Southern 

Hemisphere available in newsagents.” 
 

“Since its inception in 1930 as The Australian 

Stamp Monthly there have been changes of both 

name and ownership together with mergers.” 
 

“Now under current ownership for 25 years we 

believe our offering in the marketplace is as 

strong as ever.” 

“From the July/August edition we have 

rebadged as Stamp & Coin News Australasia.  

The differences you wil find in our magazine 

are that we wil now be including features on 

coins and banknotes.” 

 

“Nothing else changes, our cover price remains 

at AUD$11.95, and our stamp related content 

wil not diminish.” 
 

“We strongly believe that newsagency exposure 

is still by far the best way to introduce 

newcomers to the collectables industry.” 
 

“I trust that you will enjoy reading our 

magazine and consider taking some advertising 

space. “  [A copy accompanied the letter]. 
 

“As a bi-monthly we now have exposure on the 

news-stands for 60 days. Our advertising rates 

remained unchanged for over a decade and we 

believe that our offering is exceptional value for 

money both to our advertisers and readership 

combined. “ 

 

“Yours sincerely  

Kevin Morgan  

Editor” 

 
 

  

 

Your editor bought one at an Orange newsagent 

and its okay.  

He also noticed that pdf back-copies of the 

Stamp News were available by downloading 

from the internet; some at $4.95 a download. 
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MUDGEE COIN NOTE & 

STAMP CLUB TRADE FAIR 8th 

NOVEMBER 2025 
 

The Mudgee Coin Note and Stamp Club is 

having a trade fair on the 8/11/25 10-1pm at 

Club Mudgee, and they inviting our members 

to participate.  
 

Alexandra Papworth has said that we can 

either have a trade table (to sell goods) or 

display space (presentation of small 

collectables). Tea and coffee, and lunch on 

the day will be provided. 
 

They wold like anyone interested to RSVP by 

the 1st September.   

 

If you have any questions please feel free to 

contact Alexandra Papworth, Hon Sec., on   

0478766762 

 

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO 

CASH! GET SOME PAGES 

READY FOR THE CLUB’S 

EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin needs coin and stamp pages for the next 

stamp circuit book and the next coin/note circuit 

books    

Colin can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND 

CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB 
 

Items for this newsletter are always required. You 

do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.  

They need to be posted to the Editor, Derek 

Dolstra, who is also the secretary at the Club’s 

postal address: -PO Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or 

better still e-mailed in Word format (pictures as 

jpg files) to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au   or Phone 

02 63 614 872.    

 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 
2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 
remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 33 WITH “Simpy” 
 
The following items have been sourced from various Australian Post Office Stamp Preview Bulletins. 
 
1971 No 3: A series of four stamps were issued on 14 June 1972 comprising Primary Industries-20c Fruit, 25c 
Rice, 30c Fish and 35c Beef. 
 
1973 No 3: National Development was the theme of four stamps issued on 6 June 1973 – 20c Shipping, 25c Iron 
Ore, 30c Beef Roads and 35c Mapping. 
 
1976 No 3: Australian Explorers John Oxley, Hamilton Hume & William Hovell, John Forrest, Ernest Giles, 
William Gosse and Peter Warburton were depicted on a series of 6 x 18 cent stamps issued on 9 June 1976. 
 
A list of Philatelic Sales Centres included Albury, Bathurst, Orange and Wagga Wagga. Collectors could 
purchase philatelic items from Australia, AAT, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas Island, Fiji, Norfolk Island, 
Republic of Nauru, Papua New Guinea and Western Samoa direct from the Sales Centres. 
 
1977 No 3: A new electronic postmarking machine was first used on covers with the stamp marking the 50th 
anniversary of the A.C.T.U. issued on 9 May 1977. The machine was located in Melbourne. 
 
The following notice is interesting: “POSTING OF SERVICED FIRST DAY COVERS There have been occasions 
when some customers after purchasing serviced first day covers have subsequently addressed and posted them, 
with or without additional stamps affixed. These covers may be refused for transmission as under postal By-Laws, 
any article bearing stamps that have been postmarked cannot be forwarded, except in the course of re-direction. 
 
Counter customers who wish to have first day covers forwarded by post have two alternative methods available 
to them: (i) they may affix stamps (to cover amount of postage relevant to the destination and mode of 
transmission) to their own bland covers, and lodge them over the counter or in a philatelic posting receptacle, on 
the day of issue, (ii) they may forward serviced unaddressed first day covers within fully prepaid outer wrappers, 
at any time.”   
 
1977 No 4: Three new general purpose philatelic covers depicting a kangaroo with joey in her pouch, a koala and 
baby and a kookaburra were issued. A date of introduction was provided. 
 
1977 No 5: National Stamp Week ran from 26 September until 2 October 1977 with the theme “Stamp collecting 
for the youth of Australia” and used the slogan “Get stuck into stamps”.  
 
1977 No 6: The Tom Roberts painting “Coming South” was the subject of a $10 stamp released on 19 October 
1977. 
 
1977 No 7: Surfing Santa was shown on the 15 cent Christmas stamp and it was not popular with many 
collectors. 
 
1978 No 1: The Australia Day 18 cent stamp depicted the Australian National Flag. 
 
1978 No 2: The Famous Aviators issue released on 19 April 1978 included an imperforate miniature sheet. The 
four 18 cent stamps depicted Bert Hinkler, Harry Hawker, Sir Charles Kingsford Smith and Charles Ulm. 
 
1978 No 3: Australian Trees will feature on a set of four stamps released on 1 June 1978. Of special interest to 
me personally is the 45c Cootamundra Wattle as Cootamundra is my home town. Country singer John 
Williamson also has a popular song titled “Cootamundra Wattle”. 
 
1978 No 4: A full page explained the “NEW FORMAT FOR SOUVENIR STAMP PACKS” that commenced with 
the Australian Trees issue. “The new format is designed to make the collection of stamp packs easy and 
convenient either in albums or loose form. Opened flat, the stamp pack is the correct size for mounting on a 
standard-size album page.” 
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TASMANIAN STATE STAMPS 
 

At the June 2025 Club meeting Tony Read gave a ‘run-down’ on the stamp issues of Van 

Diemen’s Land, moving on to the stamp issues 
of Tasmania. 

THE ‘COURIER’ ISSUES 

The first stamps of Van Diemen's Land were issued on 1 November 1853.    
The colony was renamed in 1852 but until old stamp supplies were used up the Van 
Diemen’s Land stamps were all used. The first stamps inscribed ‘Tasmania’ were not 
issued until January 1858. 
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By the 1850s Tasmania (still known then as Van Diemen’s Land) was in need of its own, 
official postage system and legislation was duly passed. The intention was for the first stamps 
to be printed in England by Perkins Bacon. Unfortunately as the deadline of a November 1 
1853 issue date loomed it was decided to find a local engraver. The man chosen was Charles 
Walton Coard. 
 

The first stamps, the 1d blue, and the 4d orange, ended up being printed at the Courier 
Newspaper in Hobart. They were issued, on schedule, on 1st November 1853. 

 

 

Charles Walter Coard 1833-1893 

 

From The Courier, Friday October 14 1853 – The New Postage Act comes into 
operation on the 1st November, when it becomes necessary, according to the 
requirements of the law, that all letters shall be prepaid by means of stamps, when 
they are posted. The ‘Queens Heads’ are now under issue by the Postmaster-General, 
and may be purchased in town, at Messrs. Walch and Sons, Wellington Bridge, and 
Messrs. Huxtable & Co.’s, Murray Street. The stamps, which have been engraved and 
printed at the Courier Office, are neatly designed, and, we may be allowed to say, are 
highly creditable to the colony, and Mr Coard, a new arrival, the engraver. 

 
The Queen’s Head was, of course, that of Queen Victoria, ten years into her long reign. And 
because the stamps were printed at the newspaper office they became known colloquially as 
‘Courier Stamps’. 
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There were only the two values, a 1d.blue stamp for local & town letters and 4d.orange for 
country and overseas postage. These early stamps continued to be issued until July 1855. 
 

 

 
THE CHALON HEAD ISSUES 
 

The plates ordered from Perkins Bacon at the end of 1853, finally arrived. These showed 
a Chalon Head portrait of Queen Victoria.  A quantity of the 1d value in shades of brown to 
carmine, a 2d value in green and a 4d value in blue, were printed by Perkins Bacon of 
London, using advanced die-making and recess-printing techniques. 
 

The first lot of Chalon Head stamps were issued from 17th August 1855.   
 

The stamps were of a very high quality and were printed on ‘star watermark’ paper. In 
error, Perkins Bacon shipped the printing press along with the stamps which encouraged 
VDL to again print future stamps in the Colony. 
 

Perkins Bacon overlooked the requirement from the Colony that the stamps should be 
perforated. They had to be issued imperforate. 
 

The Chalon Head is the name of a large number of postage stamp from around the British 
Empire, whose design was inspired by a portrait of Queen Victoria by Alfred Edward 
Chalon (1780–1860).  Queensland state stamps also used the Chalon portrait, as did New 
Zealand, Province of Canada, Nova Scotia, Natal, Granada, The Bahamas and New 
Brunswick 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postage_stamp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Edward_Chalon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Edward_Chalon
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Queen Victoria in her Robes of State, 1837, by, or copied from Edward Chalon. 
 
The second issue of these stamps were recess printed by H Best at The Courier’s office in 
Hobart from the Perkins Bacon plates. He also used the printing press they sent out. 
These were issued in April 1856. The paper had no watermark.  
 

As the ownership of local newspapers changed so too did the stamp printers.   H. Best 
kept printing these Chalon stamps until May 1859.  J. Davies was the printer from 1859 to 
March 1862; J Birchall was the printer in March 1863 and M. Hood was printer from 
October 1863 to April 1864. The Tasmanian Government Printer took over from July 1864.  
All used the Perkins Bacon plates.  These changes of printer saw many different printings 
and shades of the 1d, 2d and 4d produced.  Also, the name of the Colony was changed to 
‘Tasmania’ in 1856  
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There was a second printing of the Chalon Head stamp issues from August 1857 for the 
1d, 2d and 4d values. 
 
Watermarked paper didn’t arrive in Tasmania until 1857. The use of watermarked paper 
would help protect against fraud, which was not uncommon. From that time all Chalon 
stamps were printed on ‘numeral’ watermarked paper.  
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Higher value 6d lilac and 1 shilling vermilion value stamps were issued in 1858. These two 
first stamps were initially printed by Perkins Bacon in London. 
 

The 6d value was necessary to meet the increase in the ship-letter rate from 4d to 6d and 
the Tasmanian government were eager to eradicate the ‘convict stain’ associated with the 
name ‘Van Diemen’s Land’.  
 
The plates were sent to Hobart and the 6d value was printed and re-issued in a period that 
ran from March 1860 to 1867 in a variety of colours including grey, grey-violet and reddish-
mauve. 
 

These two stamps had double-line numeral ‘6’ or ‘12’ watermarks 
 
Regarding perforations, a letter from Major Charles Cunningham of Toorak, appeared in 
Melbourne’s The Argus on January 6, 1934: -  
If there is foundation for a statement I heard 53 years ago, Australia can claim credit for 
further invention in postage stamps. Originally stamps were printed in sheets and they had 
to be severed with scissors, a task which irked an elderly lady in Tasmania, and led her to 
devise an easier method of detaching the stamps. She placed the sheet in her sewing-
machine, and, having removed the thread, ran perforated lines up and down and across 
the sheet,  
 

Sadly, Major Cunningham’s colourful tale wasn’t true. It was just an urban myth.  
 

During the 1860s, some postmasters in Tasmanian country towns began perforating 
stamp sheets themselves, using rouletting wheels.   
 There was also a myth that Tasmania was the first place that perforations were used. 
That’s a myth too. Perforated 1d red and 2d blue British stamps had been issued in 1854. 
 
From 1857 the Tasmanian Post Office only supplied customers needing 5 or more 
complete sheets of stamps. The public had to buy stamps from licenced dealers who 
obtained their stocks at a discount from the post office.  
From 1863 a number of the dealers applied their own roulette or perforation wheels.  
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J Walch and Son, a Hobart printing firm that still prints maps, achieved this so successfully 
that in July 1869 they were given the contract to perforate stamp sheets for the post office.  
The earlier, ‘private perforations’ are very rare, and thus often faked. 
 

THE ‘SIDE-FACE” ISSUES 
 

The Tasmanian Philatelic Society web-page on Tasmanian stamps, noted that “the 
accession of Thomas Chapman to the positions of Treasurer and Postmaster-General of 
Tasmania would set in train a series of events that would see the eventual end of the use 
of the Chalon stamps”. 
 

It added:- “In 1869 Chapman, determined to impose uniformity and eliminate the 
vestiges of convictism, sought to replace the Van Diemen’s Land issues with new 
Tasmanian stamps. Adhesives in the values of 1d, 2d, 4d and 10d were ordered 
from De La Rue of London. The stamps, called ‘Sidefaces’ by collectors, were 
based on similar designs produced for the colony of Nova Scotia.” 
 

“The stamps arrived in Tasmania and were issued on 1 November 1870. The 10d 
stamp was required to meet the 10d per ½ ounce letter rate to England via 
Marseilles in France. In an ironic turn of events the 10d postage rate was abolished 
due to the closure of the route through France resulting from the Franco-Prussian 
War. Thus the 10d saw little postal use although the stamp remained on sale until 
the early 1900’s. A similar fate befell the 4d Blue. The inland letter rate was reduced 
from 4d to 2d effective 1 November 1870, rendering the 4d Blue obsolete upon 
issue. Very few of the 4d were sold and the stamp is considered the rarest basic 
Tasmanian postage stamp.”   

 

The side-face stamps showed a range of shades and perforations 
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These stamps were issued on 1st November 1870.  Subsequent issues were mostly printed 
by either Perkins Bacon in London or by the Tasmanian Government Printer, The 1/- 
vermilion of 1871 was printed by Perkins Bacon in London. 
 

 
 

A 3d brown stamp needed to be issued in 1871 to meet the 3d inter-colonial ship letter rate 
together.   In March 1871 a 5/- mauve stamp also appeared in 1871 which was mainly used 
for stamp duty, bulk mail purposes. 
 

 

Later in October 1871 a 9d blue was issued to meet the 9d per ½ ounce ship-letter rate, via 
Brindisi in Italy, which became with new “fast” route to England. The decrease in this rate in 
1876 to 8d saw use of the 4d stamp revived, this time printed in shades of yellow. In 1878 
further stamps were ordered from De La Rue in England, namely an 8d brown and new plates 
to print the 1d and 2d values. 

The 1d and 2d were supplied from England from 1878 until the late 1890’s, however the 
failure of supplies to arrive saw occasional printings of the 1d undertaken at the 
Hobart Mercury.  

The establishment of a ½d newspaper rate in 1889 saw the 1d overprinted ‘Halfpenny”. The 
overprinting contained an error with the “al” in halfpenny placed sideways. A few sheets were 
printed with this error until it was corrected. The overprint stamp was however only an interim 
measure until a ½d plate and supply of stamps could be obtained from Melbourne. 
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Tasmania was admitted to the Universal Postal Union (the “U.P.U”) in 1891. The UPU sought 
to regularize mail regulations amongst member countries and established a standard 2½d 
postage rate between member countries. As a result Tasmania required a 2½d stamp which 
was produced by overprinting the 9d side-face stamp which had long fallen into disuse.  

 

 

There are a number of overprint types and shades to interest the collector. The stamp 
contains a notable error – the double overprint, one of which is inverted. 

The Side-face stamps were later supplemented by the “Keyplate series” in 1892 with both 
series doing service through the 1890s. The 8d and 9d values continued to be used after 
Federation and were printed in Melbourne due to the transfer of postal operations to the 
Commonwealth after 1901. 

 

To be continued in the August 2025 Newsletter 

 
 

 

This image is just a “filler”. It’s our 2007 Orange Coin & Stamp Expo in the then venue, the Kenna 
hall 
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CESSATION OF TRANSPORTATION MEDAL OF 1853 
 
Tony Read also showed, and passed around, his Cessation of Transportation in 1853 medal. 
The 58mm-diameter, Cessation of Transportation medals were struck by the Royal Mint in 
London.  9,000 were minted in white metal. An additional 100 were minted in bronze and 
were given to those who had assisted the Anti-Transportation Movement.   
 

The design on the medal is one of the earliest examples of what would become the Australian 
Coat of Arms. 
 

The date “1803” is shown under the Coat of Arms - the year that British colonisation of 
Tasmania began. 
 

The date “1853”, shown to the right of the Kangaroo was when the transportation of convicts 

ceased. 

 
 
The medals arrived in Tasmania in August 1955.  They were individually distributed in a 
maroon-coloured Morocco case.   Most of the medals went to schoolchildren in Hobart 
(4,000) and in Launceston (3,000) with the remainder going to country schools. 
 

 
The bronze medal. These are now worth twice the white metal medals 

 
This cessation of convict transportation was celebrated with a Jubilee Festival in Tasmania 
[actually, still Van Diemen’s Land till 1856, but in this article called Tasmania] acknowledging 
both the end of transportation and fifty years of European settlement. The move was driven 
by growing political pressure from the Australasian Anti-Transportation League and the 
discovery of gold in other Australian colonies.  
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The transportation of felons to the Colonies had begun in the 18th Century.  Times were tough 
and many Britishers resorted to crimes like poaching, theft, robbery and violence. To counter 
this the government created a harsh punishment regime. The theft of a shilling could lead to 
being hanged.  
 

The Transportation Act was created to, instead, send criminals to North America as 
punishment. When in 1776 the United States won a War of Independence this was no longer 
possible.  British prisons became overcrowded. Old naval ships (hulks) in the Thames River 
had to be used as prisons. The criminals could do dockyard work.  
 
The Transportation Act of 1784 allowed those ‘offenders in ships’ to be exiles to colonies in 
Gibraltar and Bermuda, and later to New South Wales. 
 

More than 700 convicts & guards were sent to Port Jackson, arriving in 1788. By the late-
1860’s 160,000 convicts had been sent to the Australian colonies.  Quite a number of these 
were not felons, but Irish political prisoners and workers who had tried to establish trade 
unions. 

 
 

John Bigge 1780-1843 
 

In 1819 Commissioner John Bigge was sent out from England to review Governor 
Macquarie’s management of New South Wales, and to report on whether the system of 
convict Transportation should be reformed or abandoned.    Bigge favoured continuing the 
system, but urged that it be more punitive and be run more economically.  He believed tickets-
of-leave and pardons should be much harder to obtain and convicts should work for private 
settlers in the interior, rather than be allowed to congregate around the townships.  
He also recommended the establishment of new, harsh penal settlements at places like 
Moreton Bay, Port Arthur, Port Macquarie and Norfolk Island to punish convicts who had 
broken the law, or became insolent to the military or settlers.  His recommendations were 
adopted entirely by Macquarie’s successors.  
 
In the 1830’s the convict system was being criticised in England on humanitarian grounds.  
The colonial reformer, Edward Gibbon Wakefield, was particularly outspoken. They doubted 
that transportation was a deterrent to crime.  The system, they said, was unnecessarily costly.   
Many convicts were in the hands of masters who treated them like slaves 
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Edward Gibbon Wakefield 
. 

 
 

Transportation was condemned on humanitarian grounds 
 
A new breed of farmer was arriving who had capital to invest in the pastoral industry who had 
no requirement for convict labour – which was not very efficient anyway.  
By the 1830’s NSW had a high population of free and freed people. It was asked if 
transportation ought to continue. 
 

In 1837 the British government appointed a Select Committee, chaired by anti-
transportationist, William Molesworth, to investigate the matter.  It recommended the abolition 
of transportation to NSW, but allowed it to continue to Tasmania, subject to certain conditions.  
In 1839 the British government reduced the flow of convicts to New South Wales and in 1840 
the last ship of convicts arrived.   Ships transporting convicts from Ireland continued to arrive 
until January 1842.   
 

Transportation to Tasmania continued through the 1840’s.  The administration of Norfolk 
Island was transferred to Tasmania. But by the end of the 1840’s it was realised Tasmania 
was becoming overcrowded with convicts, so an attempt was made to recommence 
transportation to New South Wales. 
 

When the Hashemy docked in Sydney in 1849 mass demonstrations were held at Circular 
Quay by the anti-transportation lobby. Confronted with the protest the British government 
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abandoned this proposal.  The last convict ship, the Bangalore arrived in Brisbane on 30th 
April 1850.  
 

The New South Wales Convict Establishment was disbanded in late-1855 and those 
remaining were transferred to the Convict Branch of the Police. The upkeep of the convicts 
was paid for by the British government. 
 

In 1853, following the Victorian gold discoveries, the Tasmanian government had difficulty to 
maintain discipline and transportation needed to cease.   
 

The last convict ships to arrive in Tasmania (formerly known as Van Diemen's Land) were 
the St. Vincent for male convicts and the Duchess of Northumberland for female convicts. The 
St. Vincent arrived on May 26, 1853, while the Duchess of Northumberland arrived on 
November 28, 1852, but the female convicts were not disembarked until April 21, 1853. 

Transportation of convicts to Tasmania officially ended on August 10, 1853. Convicts now 
were only despatched to Western Australia between the years 1850 and 1868. 
 

 
 

The last convict ship arrived at Hobart in 1853. 

 

 
 
The Edward Gibbon Wakefield-inspired colonies of South Australia (1836) and New Zealand 
(1840) were established on the basis of having no convicts. 
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TORROWANGEE, New South Wales 
 

This story started with a 1904 registered Tattersalls’ Lottery cover posted from Torrowangee 
to a Tattersalls’ agent in Hobart. 
 

 
 

 
 
The cover, above, was posted on 16th May 1903 to the "Manager / Commercial Bank / 
Tasmania Ltd, / Hobart", a Tattersalls’ Lottery agent.   
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The front shows two impressions of the Type 1D(i) CDS "TORROWANGEE / MY 16 / 1904 / 
N.S.W"  date-stamp cancelling a horizontal pair and a single  2d cobalt blue Queen Victoria 
Diamond Jubilee (Crown over 'NSW" watermark, perf 12 x 11½, chalk-coated) stamps of 
1902.   Hopson & Tobin (1999) only recorded use of the Type 1D(i) date-stamp at 
Torrowangee from 1902 to 1916. 
 

The back shows two impressions of the same date-stamp, an impression of the Type 1D(i) 
"Broken HILL / MY 15 /1904 /N.S.W" transit date-stamp, and impression of a double-circle, 
“REGISTERED MELBOURNE / AM / 11 30 / 18  5 04 / 2 " transit date-stamp, and an 
impression of the "REGISTERED / H / MY 21 /1904 / HOBART" arrival cancel. 

 

 

 
 

Torrowangee ↓  
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The Type 2D, Torrowangee date-stamp, above, had recorded use by Hopson & Tobin (1999) 
from 1936 to 1937.  This use is from 1935. 

 

THE TORROWANGEE POST OFFICE 
 

Torrowangee was 60km north of Broken Hill. 
 

The Torrowangee Post & Telegraph Office opened on 1st January 1892 with E. Quince as 
the first postmaster.  Money Order and New South Wales Government Savings Bank 
facilities commenced on 15th September 1892.  Torrowangee was reduced to a Non-
Official Post Office from 18th June 1904. The post office finally closed on 29th September 
1942.   
 
In 1942 the Far West was in drought and there was little surface water. The tank had not 
been repaired since 1919. World War II had taken all the able-bodied men away. With 
closure of the post office, the last residents had left. 
 
In the period when the weekly train came to Torrowangee from Broken Hill, i.e. from 1891 
to 1929, it provided transportation for not only people, but mails.  In that period it was a 
starting point for Cobb & Co. coaches, and later motor vehicles, travelling to the north to 
Tibooburra via Euriowie, to Cobham and to Milparinka. 
 
The final section of the railway from Sydney and Parkes to Broken Hill wasn’t opened until 
1927.  Before then, all mail from Torrowangee (and Broken Hill) had to travel “the long way 
round” via Adelaide and Melbourne. 

 
TORROWANGEE – THE TOWN 
In 1889 prospectors discovered a hill of pure limestone near Torrowangee. It’s pronounced 
‘Tarrawingee’ like the name of the company.   Limestone was urgently required as flux for 
the Broken Hill smelters.  The very pure limestone was originally transported to Broken Hill 
by horsepower.  The Tarrawingee Flux & Tramway Co Ltd. was floated to take over the 
quarry and to build a 3ft 6in railway from Broken Hill to the quarry.  The quarry was able to 
rail limestone to Broken Hill as the line was completed and opened on 9th June 1891. The 
mining of limestone continued until 1898 when smelting ceased at Broken Hill and 
smelters built at Port Pirie came into operation. 
 
When fully operational the limestone quarries were producing 1,800 tons per week, the 
quarry employed around 150 men.  
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The now abandoned limestone flux quarry 
 

A township was established to service the quarry, with the population growing to around 
400 people. There was a school which closed at the end of the 1900s, a post office and 
two hotels, the Torrowangee Hotel and the Great Northern. Some homes were 
constructed of stone, others were little more than tents. The Torrowangee Hotel was 
constructed of wood and iron with an underground tank beneath the floor. Late in the 
Nineteenth century a police station and courthouse were established. 
 

In addition to the quarries, several wood carters lived in Tarrawingee, cutting and carting 

wood for use in the Broken Hill smelters. For a while a teacher provided part‐time lessons 
for the wood‐cutters children. 
 

After the limestone quarries closed, Torrowangee found itself in the middle of a large 
pastoral area and it became an important railhead. 
Properties serviced by Torrowangee included Poolamacca, Sturt’s Meadows, Corona, 
Packsaddle, Gnalta and lots of other sheep stations in the vicinity.  
 

Drovers and teamsters were always passing through the town with mule, camel and horse 
teams according to an article in the Sydney Mail & NSW Advertiser on 4th October 1911.   
A large dam-like tank became necessary to water this travelling stock.  The carting of wool 
and wood gave employment to a large number of men, including Afghans.  
 

A little mining for tin was done at Euriowie, 20km to the north.   

 

 
 

Township of Torrowangee in 1911. The building in the middle was the railway station. 
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At top:  Woodcutter’s camp in a cutting, Torrowangee 
Middle:  stock watering at the tank 
Bottom: teamsters at lunch with wool bales delivered to the railway 

 
There are no standing buildings in Torrowangee today, just the stone foundations of a few, 
including the railway station building. 
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…just foundations 

THE TORROWINGEE TRAMWAY 

In September 1890 approval was given by the NSW Governments for the construction of 
the Tarrawingee Tramway to carry the limestone back to Broken Hill.   It ran for 61.5 km 
from Broken Hill, crossing several major creeks, including Yancowinna. Built by J.S. Reid 
of the Tarrawingee Flux and Tramway Company Ltd the narrow gauge line and was 
completed in just six months, by June 1891. 
 
After closure of the limestone quarry the railway closed temporarily.  However, lobbying by 
pastoral owners and users of the picnic trains that ran regularly to Stephens Creek on the line, 
led to, on the New South Wales Government Railways (NSWGR) purchasing the line on 7th 
September 1899, for £15,000. They spent £37,000 upgrading the line. It was isolated from the 
rest of the New South Wales Govt Railways network. Also, it was built to a 3ft 6in gauge, so 
its operation ended up being contracted out to the Silverton Tramway to operate services. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_Government_Railways
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Torrowangee Railway Station and the Thursday only mixed train in 1911 
And below that – the main street of Torrowangee in 1911 
 
In January 1915, not long after the start of World War I, one of the weekend picnic trains, this 
time going to Silverton, loaded with 1,600 civilians, was attacked by two men, resulting in the 
deaths of four civilians and injuries to seven others. The attackers, later identified as Gool 
Badsha Mahomed and Mullah Abdullah, were killed in a gunfight with police and armed 
civilians. This event, known as the Battle of Broken Hill, is considered the only attack on 
Australian soil during World War I.  

 
 

Removing wounded picnickers to the Silverton Tramway’s pump station, 1915 
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Running the railway otherwise tended to be a very casual affair. Often the driver, fireman and 
guard stopped to shoot rabbits. On other occasions the three called in to the Stephens Creek 
Hotel “for a few drinks”.   Leaving after the scheduled time they ran the train at to speed into 
Broken Hill to be seen to arrive on time. 
 
The Sydney Morning Herald of 21st January reported that due to the dry weather, the 
dam/tank had run out of water and water for the residents & travellers had to be carried from 
Broken Hill on the Silverton Tramways trains.  
The lack of water, not only meant that the steam locomotives couldn’t refill its tanks, but 
drovers couldn’t water their stock, nor horse and camel transport operate from the town. All 
that spelled the rapid decline of the town of Torrowangee. 

On 31st December 1929 the line closed.  The service by that stage was down to one train 
per week. It briefly reopened in 1931 to allow 25,000 tons of aggregate to be conveyed 
from Torrowangee for construction of the Broken Hill Central Power Station.  The last train 
ran on 17th April 1931. The line was removed in 1936. Concrete pylons remain at several 
creek crossings as well as the embankments constructed to support the rails.  
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THE HOWIE WING AVIATION CADET MEDAL 
 

Tony Read also brought along his aluminium, Howie Wing Cadet Aviation Corps member’s 
medal to the June 2025 meeting. 
 

 
 

Front of the Howie Wing, 30½ mm-diameter, aluminium member’s medal. Shows “HOWIE 
WING / [Parachute suspending a cat with propeller behind] / CADET AVIATION CORPS” 
 

 
 

The reverse showed the Kellogs “K”logo and “HAPPY LANDINGS” 
 

Howie Wing was the name of the main character in a juvenile radio show made in the pre-
World War II United States.  It dramatised the story of a cadet training to become a pilot.  
Howie has a group of friends and a group of antagonists. His mentor was a Captain Harvey.   
The show’s sponsor was Kelloggs.  It ran late, up to 8.30pm in the United States and Canada, 
to attract an adult audience as well as juveniles.  It was to encourage them to join the Howie 
Cadet Club. This was achieved by sending Kelloggs cereal box tops to prove you were eating 
Kelloggs products with your membership application.  You received a letter of confirmation, a 
certificate, a manual which contained the rules and a badge. 
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You also got information on how to buy things (like the medal) with more cereal packet box 
tops, and information on how to be a pilot – or, if you were a girl - how to be a stewardess. 
 

 
 
The radio series was imported into Australia in early 1938 by Grace Gibson.  It was broadcast 
in Sydney on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.30pm, but later chnaged to 7.30, 
on 2CH. It was broadcast in all Australian states on many different frequencies.  
It started in 1938 and finished in February 1940.  Bill Moore, the person who instigated the 
series, died while checking out locations for Series 3 and the show ended.  
 
Over 90,000 children were members of the Howie Wing Aviation Cadets.  
It was a winner for Kelloggs. But if you think about the years 1938 to 1940, aeroplanes were a 
new frontier for everyone, especially children.  The idea of flying was exciting. 
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Australia’s War had started in September 1939 and kids were starting to see a lot more 
aeroplanes.   In the United States that was not the case. The U.S. Navy and Army Air Forces 
were kept deliberateley small. There was a big move not to get involved in a second World 
War and re-armament.  That is, until Pearl Harbour in December 1942. 
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