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The Club’s Annual Auction is on Saturday,
6" September 2025
Starts at midday. Viewing lots from 9am

Nearly 200 stamp & Coin lots

No commiission
Bidding increments at the Auctioneer's

discretion Payment & pick-up on the day
Cash payments ONLY

Lots sold as undescribed material are sold "as is’

This auction includes lots from two deceased estates, and is a great
opportunity to obtain choice material at a bargain price!

At the Orange Cultural

Centre Sale Street Orange

Our web-site is https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/
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https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/

THIS NEXT ORANGE COIN &
STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON
THIS TUESDAY 26" AUGUST 2025
at 7.30.

Our current monthly meeting is at
the Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30
on this Tuesday 26" August
2025.

The next night meeting after
that is on Tuesday night,
7.30pm 30™ September 2025.
The heaters will go on at 4pm — its
winter weather.

Straight after that regular monthly
meeting wil be our short annual
general meeting.

That includes all Club positions
being up for election and adoption
of the financial report for 2024-
2025.

Our next monthly coin & stamp
mini-fair is in the Orange
Cultural Centre is on

Saturday 6™ September 2025
from 9 to ‘middayish’.

Starting at midday on the 6™ wil
be our Club’s annual auction.

Viewing of auction lots will be
from 9ish to midday.

Our meetings and the monthly fair are
held in the Orange Cultural Centre
building Sale St, Orange. It’s the
building that used to be a school. It’s on
the right hand side as you enter the
Woolworths Car Park. The building is
sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but
entrance is from the mini-park on the
Sale St frontage.
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OUR ANNUAL

CLUB AUCTION IS
ON SATURDAY 6%
SEPTEMBER 2025

- Starts at midday as the
Saturday morning mini-fair
at the Orange Cultural
Centre winds down

Already there are high-quality
Australian & European stamp
album lots from the estate of the
late Tony Richards and the estate
of the late ElImar Ozols.

OUR 2025 AGM

Straight after next month’s
ordinary monthly meeting,
starting at 7.30 on Tuesday
night, 30" September 2025,
the Club will hold its annual
general meeting.

This is a formal notice of that
meeting
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President's Report 2025

This to be my last President’s report, | would like
to take the opportunity to thank the Committee and
Club Members for their ongoing support.

The year was busy with our first Spring Auction
for many years, it turned out to be a great success.
The Christmas lunch after the January meeting
seems to be the way to go in the future, both
members and their partners enjoyed the lunch.

The Spring Fair; and Expo saw a reduction in
outside dealers, with Tony Byrnes retiring and Chris
Buesnell and Wynyard Coins being unable to
attend Expo, club members filled the vacancy. It
was possibly one of the best we have had, due
mainly to the increased use of electronic media.

Club nights were well attended, even in the
bleakest of Orange’s weather, member’s talks were
informative and interesting with several newer
members participating. The Saturday Bourse
possibly needs publicity to attract more visitors,
with club dealers more abundant than prospective
buyers!

Overall it has been a very successful year for the
Club, this being our 60th. Anniversary.

Tony Read.

OUR ORANGE 2025 COIN & STAMP
EXPO DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP
SUPPORTING THEM

e Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard
Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800;
Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02)
6362 2368, E-mail: -
howard.lyons@bigpond.com
Buying and Selling — Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

e Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown.
NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, New e-
mail is: -
phillipmorehouse401@gmail.comWorl
d-wide stamps bought and sold
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e Top End Coins: Les Robinson, P.O.
Box 381, Nelson Bay. 2315 Phone:
0455 660
email: topendcoins@gmail.com

e Peter Neville Stamps. Orange.
Phone 0400754209
peternevillestamps@gmail.com or
www.ebay.com/str/stampsorangens

DATES FOR 2025

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 26™ August
2025 night meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange
Cultural Centre

Bendigo Philatelic Society’s Stamp Fair,
30" August 2025, 9.30 to 2.30. St Andrew
Uniting Church, 24 Myers St Bendigo,
Victoria

Caloundra Stamp Fair, Sat. 30™ August
8.30-3.30, Nanyima St, Buderim, QLD,
behind Kawana Shopping World.

Petersham Town Hall Dealers Market,
Sunday 31°%" August 2025,107 Crystal St
Petersham

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair at the
Orange Cultural Centre Saturday 6

September 2025, 9 to 12ish, and then QUK
annual Club Auction

Campbelltown & District Philatelic Society
meeting 10" September 2025, 7pm at St
Thomas More Church Hall, 43 Acacia Ave.,

Ruse 2560. Circumnavigating the World by Ian

Dolstra

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 30t
September 2025 monthly night meeting,
followed by our short annual general
meeting all starting 7.30pm at the Orange
Cultural Centre.


mailto:topendcoins@gmail.com
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Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair at the
Orange Cultural Centre Saturday 4™ October
2025, 9 to 12ish.

Toowoomba Stamp Club 2025 Stamp Fair,
11™ October, 9-3.30 at Toowoomba Indoor
Bowls Association Hall, 10 Annand St,
Toowoomba CBD, QLD

PHILAS Auction #145, 11" October 2025,
Newington Community Centre

Corner of Avenue of Europe & Avenue of!
Asia, Newington NSW 2127

Hobart National 1-frame Exhibition and
Stamp Show, at Hobart Town Hall 30
October to Sunday 2™ November. Entries
close 4™ August.

Fishers Ghost Stamp Fair, Sunday 2™
November 2025, from 9am at Campbelltown
Civic Centre, Cnr Broughton and Queen
Streets, Campbelltown. 2 auctions 11am and
2pm.

Mudgee Note Mudgee Coin Note and
Stamp Club trade fair, 8" November 2025
10-1pm at Club Mudgee

Wagga Stamp & Coin Club’s Stamp and
Coin Fair, 22" and 23" November 2025,
starts at 9am, Sturt Public School, White
Avenue, Kooringal [a Wagga suburb] 2650

AUSVIPEX 2025 - Australian Virtual
Philatelic Exhibition

27th November 2025 - 28th February 2026
The Australian Virtual Multi-Frame Philatelic
Exhibition, AUSVIPEX 2025

Organised by: Australian Philatelic
Federation (APF).

Official Website: www.ausvipex2025.com
AUSVIPEX 2025 brings together collectors and
exhibitors from Australia and around the world,
using the internet to share philately without
borders.
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MUDGEE COIN NOTE &
STAMP CLUB TRADE FAIR 8"
NOVEMBER 2025

The Mudgee Coin Note and Stamp Club is
having a trade fair on the 8/11/25 10-1pm at
Club Mudgee, and they inviting our members
to participate.

Alexandra Papworth has said that we can
either have a trade table (to sell goods) or
display space (presentation of small
collectables). Tea and coffee, and lunch on
the day will be provided.

They wold like anyone interested to RSVP by
the 1st September.

If you have any questions please feel free to
contact Alexandra Papworth, Hon Sec., on
0478766762

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO
CASH! GET SOME PAGES
READY FOR THE CLUB’S
EXCHANGE BOOK

Colin needs coin and stamp pages for the next
stamp circuit book and the next coin/note circuit
books

Colin can be contacted direct at Email:
ptilinopusl@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634.

ITEMS FOR THIS
NEWSLETTER AND
CORRESPONDENCE TO THE
CLUB

Items for this newsletter are always required. You
do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.
They need to be posted to the Editor, Derek
Dolstra, who is also the secretary at the Club’s
postal address: -PO Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or
better still e-mailed in Word format (pictures as


https://ausvipex2025.com/
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jpg files) to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au or Phone

02 63 614 872.

M.R.Roberts

Peter Neville

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE Peter Neville Stamps

~ Phone 0400754203

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 e
peternevillestamps@gmail.com
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 www.ebay.com/str/stampsorangensw -

remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com

EARLY MAILS FROM THE COCOS
(KEELING) ISLANDS

Recently your editor purchased a cover from Cocos (Keeling) Islands showing Australian, George VI-
era, stamps. It only cost only $6.50. On e-bay image, at first glance it looked to have a 1952 date. It
seemed quite unusual, but when it arrived I was a little deflated that the year was “65”: -
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The cover, seemingly posted per favour to a philatelist, showed the three older George VI-era stamps
nicely cancelled by three impressions of a 302mm-diameter “COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS /
INDIAN /2 -7 JE62 2/ OCEAN /-AUST-* date-stamp. .

Later, on the internet | came across an image of a cover with a near-similar number “1” postmark: -
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And then I found an image of a number “3” postmark impression on a Queen Elizabeth Il embossed
PSE cover addressed to England:-

The three postmarkers were made at the Postal Workshops in Melbourne. They were similar in size
and design to other postmarkers made for commemorative events at the time.

The covers came from a short ‘window’ after the Cocos (Keeling) (Islands were transferred from

Singapore to Australia on 23 November 1955. On that date, also, the Australian pound replaced the
Malaya and British Borneo dollar currency.

That ‘window” lasted until 11" June 1963, when the Australian stamps were replaced by the first Cocos
(Keeling) Islands stamps. These pre-Decimal stamps were drawn and beautifully engraved by E. R.
Murray Jones. They were printed by the Note Printing Branch in Melbourne.
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They were also valid for use on mail in Australia.

The introduction of Decimal currency in Australia and on the Cocos Keeling) Islands on 14" February
1966, however, created a glitch, insofar as that Australian stamps had to be used again for 2% years,
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until Decimal issues could be prepared. That happened on 9" December 1969 with the issue of the 12
definitive Decimal stamps. These stamps showed local fauna and flora:-

Your editor remember using these on domestic correspondence; and the later issue too.

These 1% Decimal definitive stamps were replaced on 29 March 1976 by a new twelve stamp series
about the ships of the Cocos history:-

OO0 (K EELINCE SEANTA
il -

The Clunies-Ross family who had run the Cocos (Keeling) Islands almost like a medieval fiefdom since
“early”, were bought out by the Australian Government in the late 1970’s. The residents, mainly
workers on the Clunies-Ross plantations, where given limited self-government.

They decided that their postal service should be independent from Australia. They hoped that the
income from stamp sales around the World to come to the islands.

On 3" September 1979 they issued their first two postage stamps. One 20c stamp showed the flag of
Australia, map and the atoll. The 50 cents stamp commemorated the Establishment of the First

Statutory Council. Stamps of Australia were no longer valid in the islands.
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This and the many subsequent Cocos (Keeling) Islands issues were all printed in Melbourne.

A referendum was held on 6" April 1984 for 261 eligible islanders as to self-determination. 229 voted
for integration with Australia. They saw the advantage of things like Medicare and social security
benefits.

The Federal Government's Territories Law Reform Act 1992 came into force on 1 July 1992. Western
Australian laws now apply to the Cocos Islands, "so far as they are capable of applying in the
Territory”. The Act also gives Western Australian courts judicial power over the islands. The Cocos
Islands, however, remain constitutionally distinct from Western Australia. That power of the West
Australia to legislate for the territory is delegated by the Australian government. The kind of services
typically provided by a state government elsewhere in Australia are provided by departments of the
Western Australian Government, and by contractors, with the costs met by the federal government.

AUSTRALIA POST ERA (1993-)

As we all know, following from the example of Christmas Island in March 1993, the postal service of
the Cocos Islands was transferred from the local authority to Australia Post. Cocos Islands stamps
issued since 1994 now show the mention "COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS AUSTRALIA". They are
valid in Australia and the stamps of Australia are on the Cocos Islands too.

Auwustralia Post currently has two post offices. The first is the West Island LPO at 1 Clunies-Ross
Avenue, West Island WA 6799:-
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The other is the Home Island LPO at Lot 255 Jalan Bunga Mawar, Home Island, WA 6799 [no photos].

Mail leaves the Islands twice a week, on government-subsidised, Tuesday and Friday flights to Perth.

EARLIER COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS
The Cocos (Keeling) Islands were discovered in 1609 by the British sea captain William Keeling.

The Islands consist of two flat, low-lying coral atolls with an area of 14.2 square kilometres with 26
kilometres of coastline. The highest elevation of 5 metres and thickly covered with coconut palms and
other vegetation.

There is another Cocos Island in the Pacific Ocean hence the need to add “Keeling” to the name.

John Clunies-Ross first arrived there in the Borneo in 1825. He was a Scottish merchant who made
plans to set up a copra plantation.

Another independently-wealthy Englishman, Alexander Hare, had similar ideas. Hare hired a captain —,
Clunies-Ross's brother — to bring him and a volunteer harem of 40 Malay women to the islands, where
he hoped to establish his residence. Hare had previously served as British resident of Banjarmasin, a
town in Borneo, and found that "he could not confine himself to the tame life that civilisation affords.”

Clunies-Ross returned two years later with his wife, children and mother-in-law, and found Hare
already established on the island and living with the private harem. A feud grew between the
two. Clunies-Ross's eight sailors "began at once the invasion of the new kingdom to take
possession of it, women and all”.

After some time, Hare's women began deserting him, and instead finding themselves partners
amongst Clunies-Ross's sailors. Disheartened, Hare left the island. He died in Bencoolen, a
former British possession of the East India Company on the south coast of Sumatra, in 1834.
Encouraged by members of the former harem, Clunies-Ross then recruited Malays to come to the
island for work and wives. Almost all the current population is descended from these workers he
recruited in Malaya to work the plantation.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Keeling
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Clunies-Ross's workers were paid in a currency called the Cocos rupee, a currency John Clunies-Ross
minted himself that could only be redeemed at the company store.

Britain decided to annexe the Islands in 1857. The formal annexation ceremony was carried out by
Captain Stephen Grenville Fremantle, captain of HMS Juno. He claimed the islands for the British
Empire and appointed Ross Il as Superintendent. In 1878, by Letters Patent, the Governor

of Ceylon was made Governor of the islands, and, by further Letters Patent in 1886, responsibility for
the islands was transferred to the Governor of the Straits Settlement to exercise his functions as
"Governor of Cocos Islands”.

The islands were further made part of the Straits Settlement under an Order in Council of 20 May
1903. Meanwhile, in 1886 Queen Victoria had, by indenture, granted the islands in perpetuity to
John Clunies-Ross. The head of the family enjoyed semi-official status as Resident Magistrate and
Government representative.

The Straits Settlements dissolved after World War I1. Following the British Military
Administration, on 1% April 1946 the Singapore portion became the Crown Colony of Singapore.
Singapore was granted self-governance on 3" June 1959 four years after the Cocos (Keeling)
Islands were transferred to Australia.

THE COCOS TELEGRAPH STATION & BARREL MAIL

In 1901 a telegraph cable station was established on Direction Island. The cable connected
Mauritius, Java and Fremantle in Western Australia. A wireless station was established in 1910 for
communication with passing ships. The cable station closed in 1966
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Mail becomes more interesting when it involved a 7in Can Mail, and that involved the cable and
radio station. They knew the location of ships.

The 8000-kilometre great circle from the Cape of Good Hope to the Sunda Strait between Java and
Sumatra passes through the Cocos Islands. The islands were such an important landmark and
navigation hazard in the open sea that they were marked even in small-scale maps covering the
whole of the Indian Ocean. A lot of ship traffic passed close by.

Outgoing mail was enclosed in a four-gallon drum that was carried out from the lagoon to the open
sea by a motor launch. The drum was secured to a rope let into the water by a passing ship.
Incoming mail came with beef and vegetables in a barrel dropped overboard.

In 1909 the P&O liner RMS Morea altered course to pass close to the Direction Island’s cable
station. The Captain, W.L. Brown, notified the cable station staff that he would drop a barrel
containing fresh meat, vegetables, books, magazines and mail. Other P&O and Orient Line ships
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were to follow the practice and it became the norm for some of the mail to and from the island to be
collected and delivered in this way. Apart from a six year break because of World War II, the
service continued until 1954 even though a regular air service began in 1952.

Mail from this source is usually franked with Australian or occasionally Ceylonese stamps. Most
were Australian as the down run to Australia passed the islands in daylight and it was easier to pick
up the mail. The up run from Australia passed the islands at night which made it impossible to
recover barrels or pick up mail. Mail from the period 1949-51 is even easier to identify as one
member of the cable station staff, E. R. Leigh Parkin, began applying cachets such as “TIN CAN
MAIL” , “Orion Barrel” etc.

A liner approaching Direction Island would notify the cable station they would be dropping a barrel
and members of staff would set out in their two jukongs, Matey and Diana, to collect the barrel and
hopefully get their own mail on board. BARREL MAIL was the incoming mail, being enclosed in a
wooden barrel along with other items. This was lowered over the side of the ship to waiting cable
station staff or on occasion dropped over the side with a marker flag. TIN CAN MAIL was the
outgoing mail. It was sealed in a tin can and attached to a line trailing from the ship making the
drop. The normal practice was for one jukong to pick up the barrel while the other attached the tin
can to the line trailing astern.

[T ettty

|BY AIR MAIL |

3 PA [ ]

“COCOS: 1950-52 TIN CAN MAIL SERVICE: 1951 LEIGH PARKIN AIRMAIL COVER TO BUCKS WITH VERY
FINE STRIKES OF THE BOXED 'TIN CAN MAIL/COCOS-KEELING IS' H/S & STRAIGHT-LINE 'PER WAVE
BARON' H/S BOTH IN VIOLET, CEYLON 75C FOR AIRMAIL AFFIXED & TIED BY COLOMBO CDS OF
22JA/51. [THIS WAS THE ONLY TIN CAN MAIL PER "WAVE BARON". ON 5.1.1951, AN ATTEMPT BY RMS
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"ORION" TO COLLECT THE TIN CAN MAIL "BARREL" FAILED. THE "WAVE BARON" PASSED THE ISLANDS
ON 17.1.1951 & WAS ABLE TO COLLECT THE MAIL. "

Image from Leski Auctions. Sold for $1300

Problems with this service occurred from time to time. On 5 January 1951 RMS Orion dropped a
barrel but was unable to pick up mail, so the tender Wave Baron did the honours. Outgoing mail
from this pick up was endorsed 'Per Wave Baron'. These were taken to Colombo for posting and so
bear Ceylonese stamps.

Once the airmail service began Barrel Mail became more of a ceremony than a necessity. Some
mail from 1952 t01954 was endorsed with TIN CAN MAIL or BARREL MAIL cachets, but it was
by now a souvenir rather than an essential way of getting mail to and from the island. In 1954
Cable & Wireless asked P&O to cease making the drops as it was extremely difficult for the
remaining staff to collect the barrels. The station finally closed in 1956.

iy

A Leigh-Parkin barrel mail cachet

It should be mentioned that a German landing party from the Emden attempted to put the cable station
out of action. While the landing party was ashore the Emden was attacked by the Australian light
cruiser H.M.A.S Sydney. The damaged Emden ran aground.

Lieutenant Captain Hellmuth von Mucke, head of the landing party stole the schooner Ayesha that was
moored in the lagoon. He sailed with his crew to the Netherlands East Indies. There he went aboard a

German ship to Turkey and on overland to Germany.

THE T.S.S. ISLANDER

The T.S.S. Islander, was a turbine steamship that had been purchased by the Christmas Island
Phosphate Company in 1929 for the purpose of carrying guano from Christmas Island to Singapore. It
also ended up carrying copra from Cocos Islands to Singapore three times a year. It didn’t need a
barrel; it just laid off West Island and jukongs brought cargo to and from the beach.

The ship was crucial for a regular mail delivery from 1929, before the establishment of a more
permanent postal agency on Cocos (Keeling) in 1933. It served as a semi-regular mail carrier to and
from the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, to and from Christmas Island, and Singapore, The ship is also
featured on some of the island's stamps.
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National Aréhivés of Australia NAA: R32, CIPC 6/43A

The TSS (Turbine Steam Ship) Islander (pictured in Flying Fish Cove, Christmas Island, 1930) carried

mail bearing coconut definitives to and from the Cocos Islands and Christmas Island and Singapore.
Photo: National Archives of Australia R32 CIPC 6/43A.

'CHRISTMAS
ISLAND
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1TSS “ISLANDERY?
. 1929-60
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The Straits Settlements postal agency closed in 1937 after only 4 years, but the TSS Islander service ran

(except for the War years) until 1954.
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WORLD WAR 11 ON THE COCOS ISLANDS

The Second World War gave the Cocos Islands a boost. On 3 March 1942, their strategic
importance as a cable and wireless station was brought home by a Japanese warship which shelled
the atoll flattening 24 houses. Thinking they had destroyed the communications installations, they
left and never harassed it again.

The islands were subsequently erased from Allied maps to protect. After all, this tiny speck of coral
and sand was all the Allies had in the whole of Japanese-occupied Southeast Asia.

On 8 May 1942, Ceylonese soldiers on Cocos launched a mutiny, with the intention of handing the
islands over to Japanese forces on Christmas Island. It failed.

In 1944, the Japanese came again and twice bombed Cocos, prompting Lord Louis Mountbatten,
the Allied Commander based in Ceylon, to send Indian Army & RAF personnel to the islands to
construct an airstrip.

In mid-1945, as the tide of war began to turn, Cocos became the site of a massive military build-up
by the British in preparation for the liberation of Southeast Asia.

British military wartime planning included a forward air base in the Indian Ocean to join the Allied
bombing offensive against SE Asian Japanese installations. Cocos was selected as the best location,
no doubt influenced by P.G. Taylor's survey report. In March 1945 a shipping convoy left India
bound for Cocos carrying airfield construction equipment and a force of British and Indian army,
navy and air force personnel to build an airfield on West Island. Work commenced by clearing
thousands of coconut palms, with a negotiated compensation payment per tree to the ruling Clunies
Ross family. The single runway had a Perforated Steel Planking (PSP) matting surface and the new
airfield was named RAF Staging Post (Cocos Islands).

The steel runway long enough to take heavy bombers, complete with radar, anti-aircraft guns and
an air-sea rescue unit. At its height, it hosted 7000 personnel.

Air Marshall Sir Keith Park arrived from India by RAF Sunderland to inspect the new airfield and
talks with the Clunies-Ross family to finalise the terms for the use of West Island as an airfield. The
first operational sortie was made on 3 July when a RAF Mosquito squadron began photo-
reconnaissance missions over Sumatra, Malaya and Singapore. A detachment of RAAF No.87
Squadron Mosquitos was based at Cocos during June 1945 for photo-reconnaissance missions over
Singapore. Following V-J Day, British operations were withdrawn and the airfield was
decommissioned in early 1946.

The British Services post office used an “RAF 301date-stamp.
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Cocos Islands airstrip in 1945

After April 1946 the Cocos Islands airfield, R.A.F. buildings and installations were decommissioned
and left to deteriorate in the tropical weather. However Qantas management in Sydney realised that the
Cocos Islands were the key to their proposed Australia-South Africa service. A refuelling point
midway across the Indian Ocean was essential for their newly-ordered Lockheed Constellations to
operate to South Africa on a route Sydney-Perth-Mauritius-Johannesburg.

On 24" December 1951 the Cocos (Keeling) Islands R.A.A.F. Post Office opened at the Air Force Base
built for the runway re-construction. It closed on 21t January 1954. It only used Australian stamps.

In April 1952 Group Captain W. Dale, Director of RAAF Works & Buildings made a national press
announcement that “houses, hangers and great runways were transforming lovely Cocos Island into a
great commercial and emergency war airport. He said that about 8,000ft of crushed coral runway
would be first used in July when Qantas started a fortnightly service between Australia and South
Africa.”
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PAR AVION
LINKING

AUSTRALIA

AND

SOUTH AFRICA

¥Nr, ®, J. Garrard,
31 High Street ’
LAMBTON, 2N, NS, Wy
Australis, .

Philatelic mail for the first Qantas flight was postmarked at the RAAF Post Office, not the Singapore one.
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The RAAF Post Office generated quite a few commercial covers from civilian and Air Force personnel.

In September 1952 Qantas Empire Airways (QEA) inaugurated the first regular air service between
Australia and South Africa. It left Sydney on 1% September, calling at Cocos Islands and Mauritius
on the way to Johannesburg. This followed a survey flight in 1948 and a route-proving flight in July
1952. The inaugural service was flown by Lockheed 1.749-79 Constellation VH-EAD Charles
Kingsford Smith. It arrived on 4™ September. The return flight left 6™ September arriving in
Sydney on 9" September. The service was fortnightly.

THE SINGAPORE POSTAL AGENCY 1952-1955

On 2" September 1952, the Singapore postal agency re-opened on West Island after an absence of 15
years, reopened with the coconut-edged, King George VI, BMA / MALAY A overprint definitives of
Straits Settlements.

. A. COOPER

Dire: tor of Posts,
Clngannre

On the opening day two philatelic covers, including the one shown above, were made for Mr W.A.
Cooper, Singapore’s Director of Posts.
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Steve Drewett auctions image
1955 cover with to Kampar in Perak with a pair of 2c orange Kelantan stamps postmarked Cocos
Island on 8" November. Covers showed a variety of Malayan and Singapore stamps.
The Cocos (Keeling) Islands were transferred from Singapore to Australia on 23 November 1955, 2
weeks later.

GEOFF EDWARDS - THE 24c INVERTED JENNY STAMP

Geoff Edwards gave a short talk at the July meeting on the 24¢ Inverted Jenny stamp of the U.S.
Geoff said that in 2015 he took an Amtrak train trip across the United States from San Francisco to
Washington D.C.

In Washington he saw a sign that “The inverted Jenny stamp is here at the National Philatelic
Museum”. So he went.

A block of four stamps were on show for the 100" Anniversary of the 1%t United States air-mail
service.

=

The inverted Jenny, he said, has legendary status in the United States.

The Inverted Jenny is a 24 cent postage stamp first issued on May 10, 1918, in which the image of
the Curtiss JN-4 airplane in the centre of the design is printed upside-down. It is one of the most
famous errors in American philately. Only one pane of 100 of the invert stamps was ever found.

It was one of three air mail stamps issued in 1918:-
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During the 1910s, the United States Post Office made a number of experimental trials of carrying
mail by air. These were shown by the first stamp in the world to picture an airplane (captioned as
"aeroplane carrying mail"), one of the U.S. Parcel Post stamps of 1912—13. The Post Office finally
decided to inaugurate regular service on May 15, 1918, flying between Washington,

D.C., Philadelphia, and New York City. The Post Office set what was a controversial rate of 24
cents for the service, much higher than the 3 cents for first-class mail of the time.

The ‘normal’ 24c¢ stamp looked like this: -

The first stamps went to post offices on Monday, May 13. Some collectors were aware of the
potential for inverts so they went to their local post offices looking for errors. .Collector William T.
Robey was one of those; he had written to a friend on May 10 mentioning: “/¢t might interest you to
know that there are two parts to the design, one an insert into the other, like the Pan-American
issues. I think it would pay to be on the lookout for inverts on account of this.”

Robey but he began to contact both stamp dealers and journalists, to tell them of his find. In that
week he was visited by Postal Inspectors who tried to buy the sheet back.

Robey later sold the sheet to a Philadelphia stamp dealer, Eugene Klein for US$15,000. Klein
later advertised the stamps for US$250 (fully perforated) and US$175 for stamps with one straight

edge. Later that week, however he sold the entire sheet for but announced in his following week's
ad that the entire sheet US$20,000.

Recently, a single "Inverted Jenny", in excellent condition, sold at auction for nearly $1.6 million.

The original sheet had 100 stamps. 13 of the 100 stamps cannot be found.
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In a move to celebrate the grand opening of the William H. Gross Gallery at the Smithsonian
National Postal Museum and promote October 2013 as National Stamp Collecting Month, the
Unites States Postal Service produced a new $2 version of the most publicized stamp error in U.S.
history today — the 24cent /918 Curtiss Jenny Inverted airmail stamp.

It was released on 22nd September 2013, the United States Postal Service issued a souvenir

sheet illustrating six examples of the inverted stamp denominated $2 instead of the original 24
cents. The sheets were sold at face value, $12 (the issue was sold only as sealed souvenir sheets of
six stamps, and not as individual $2 stamps). Various special ‘packagings’ for collectors were also
offered for a premium.

First day cover for the $2 stamp of 22" September 2013.

You could also buy a pack with mini-sheet with postcard with a digital coloured postmark for
US$15.95:-
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Geoff said that on his visit to the Museum he also purchased the limited-edition postcard.

In addition to the 2.2 million sheets printed with the plane inverted, the Postal Service announced it
also printed 100 "non-inverted Jenny" souvenir sheets, with the plane flying right side up. All
sheets are individually wrapped in sealed envelopes to recreate the excitement of finding an
Inverted Jenny when opening the envelope and to avoid the possibility of discovering a corrected
Jenny prior to purchase.

Linn’s Stamp Monthly reported in 2022 that after the $2 Jenny Invert stamps were placed on sale
collectors continue to find the rare upright Jenny Invert variety. Collector demand for the limited
upright variety pushed after-market values sky-high, with some public auctions seeing realizations
of more than $50,000. Only 42 had been found.

Geoff reiterated that the inverted Jenny stamp was the “holy grail of American philately.

SIR NEVILLE HOWSE V.C. — A CITIZEN OF ORANGE

Peter Neville gave an interesting talk to the July Club meeting on one of Orange’s more famous
citizens - Sir Neville Howse.

Sir Neville Howse was the first Australian recipient of the Victoria Cross.

The centenary of Sir Neville Howse’s award was commemorated by Australia Post on 24" July
2000 by the issue of 5 stamps. Sir Neville Howse, and his VC were depicted on two of the 5
stamps. The other three stamps, showed images of other VC recipients: - Sir Roden Cutler, Edward
Kenna and Keith Payne: -

FOR

VALOUR

PNC cover for the Centenary of Australia’s First Victoria Cross issue of 24™ July 2000. This issue
was launched in Orange by John Howard at Kinross Walaroi School Hall. It had an Orange
pictorial first day postmarker. Two living VC recipients, Edward Kenna & Keith Payne were at the
launch.

The PNC cover contained a $1.00 Australia’s First Victoria Cross coin: -

21



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 26™ AUGUST 2025

NTCTRAREA
CRO5S
(¥

Howse. This was produced as a Limited Edition of 500 covers. It retailed for $44.95 at the time of
issue. It contained a Sir Neville Howse medallion: -

This PNC cover was released at the time when the rejuvenated Orange Postshop re-opened. It
showed an Orange “Postmark” dated 3™ July 2023, despite a hand-held version was never
available.
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THE STORY OF SIR NEVILLE HOWSE.
Peter Neville related the story of Sir Neville Howse:-

Neville Reginald Howse was born in the small village of Stogursy in Somerset, England, on 26
October 1863. He was one of ten surviving children of Dr Alfred and Lucy Elizabeth (nee Conroy)
Howse. Neville was educated at Taunton. He then went on study medicine at London Hospital. He
graduated as a doctor in 1887. In 1888 he worked as an assistant demonstrator in anatomy at
Durham University but resigned a year later due to ill health.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RELAWMIG317A
Sir Neville Howse’s war medals in the Australian War Memorial. They were purchased by Kerry Stokes
for donation to the Australian War Memorial

Neville Howse migrated to Australia the same year in the hope that the warmer climate would aid
his ‘weak lungs.” He initially set up a private medical practice in Taree, N.S.W. He then went on
to accept the position of medical officer at Taree’s Manning River District Hospital.

In 1895, he returned to England for post-graduate studies in surgery. Following the completion of
his degree in 1899 he returned to Australia and set up practice her in Orange. Soon afterwards he
accepted the position of medical officer at Orange Hospital.

In January 1900 he responding to a call for New South Wales troops to fight in the War in South
Africa. He enlisted as a lieutenant in the second contingent of the New South Wales Army Medical
Corps. He left Sydney on the troop ship Surry on 17" January 1900. The ship reached Cape Town
on 18" February. Unfortunately soon after arriving, he contracted typhoid and was hospitalised for
8 weeks.

In May, Howse was mentioned in despatches for treating the wounded during fighting near
Doornkop. Doornkop was 11km west of Johannesburg.

Two months later he was attached to a mixed, N.S.W and British, mounted infantry column under
Brigadier-General Charles Parker Ridley chasing the Boer Army general, Christiaan de Wet. Near
Vredefort, on the morning of 24" July, the rear of de Wet’s column was attacked by a number of
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Ridley’s troops.

Instead of fleeing, de Wet and his men turned and attacked with such ferocity that the men were
twice forced to pull back. When a bugler rose to sound retreat on the second occasion he was
wounded in the abdomen. Seeing the bugler fall, Howse grabbed a horse and raced forward through
the hail of bullets. He tended to the wounded man but before he could move him from the line of
fire the horse was killed. Howse lifted the bugler and carried him to the safety of the rear compound
where he performed surgery on the bugler’s perforated bladder.

[AWM image]
For his actions at Vredefort, Howse was awarded a Victoria Cross (VC). He remains the only
Australian medical officer to receive a VC. The citation for the award reads: ‘During the action at
Vredefort on the 24th July, 1900, Captain House (mis-spelling) went out under a heavy cross fire
and picked up a wounded man, and carried him to place of shelter.’

A Sydney Mail report of the investiture states that not long after the Vredefort action, Howse was
briefly taken prisoner by the Boers but was released as a non-combatant. He was promoted to
captain on 15th October 1900 and returned to Australia in February 1901.

Howse’s Victoria Cross was presented by Lieutenant Governor and Chief Justice of NSW, Sir
Frederick Darley, at Victoria Barracks, Sydney on 4 December. He returned to South Africa for a
brief period in 1902 as senior officer in command of the stretcher-bearer company.

During the years between the Boer War and the First World War, Howse returned to Orange but was
attached to the 3rd Australian Infantry Regiment. He held the rank of captain in the Australian
Army Medical Reserve. He moved to a house that now overlooks Suma Park Dam.

Just prior to the outbreak of war in 1914, he was elected Mayor of Orange.

As World War I started, in August 1914, Howse was asked to join the AIF Army Medical Corps
(AMC) as a lieutenant colonel. He was 50 years old. He was given the command of the small
medical unit accompanying the Australian Naval and Military Expedition Force (A.N.&M.E.F.) to
capture German New Guinea. They on HMAS Berrima, a converted P & O liner, on 19" August
1914.

Captain Pockley, a medical officer in Howse’s unit, became the first Australian officer to be killed
in the First World War, on 11™ September. It was during the first action of the AN&MEF at
Kabakual on the island of New Britain, Howse returned to Australia on 4™ October 1914, intent on
obtaining a commission in the European theatre of the War. This didn’t work out at first, but, after
lobbying he secured a supernumerary posting with the Director of Medical Services (DMS),
Colonel W. D. C. Williams.
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Neville Howse sailed aboard HMAT A3 ‘Orvieto’ on 21st October, for Egypt.  On 24th December
he was promoted to colonel and four days later assumed the position of Assistant Director of
Medical Services (ADMS) for the 1st Australian Division. In Egypt he warned that the
arrangements for the evacuation and treatment of the wounded for the forthcoming Gallipoli
offensive were wholly inadequate. He agitated strongly for better planning, but only achieved
limited success.

He landed on Gallipoli at 7.22 am on 25 April. By the end of the first day of the invasion, medical
facilities were swamped by casualties that were three or four times greater than the original
estimates. Around midday Howse sought to commandeer every available boat to evacuate the
wounded from the beach. Charles Bean, in the official War history, wrote that the coordination and
manner of the evacuation of the wounded ‘proceeded almost entirely from the vigorous, capable,
and ambitious personality of [Howse]’.

On the 3rd June 1915, for his efforts on Anzac beach that first day, he was awarded the Companion
of the Order of the Bath (CB). In early July he was evacuated from Gallipoli suffering from acute
gastro-enteritis. He returned, at his insistence, on the 22nd July.

On 8th August, Neville Howse suffered a slight shoulder wound while supervising at an advanced
dressing station during the Battle of Lone Pine. In one 12 hour period he personally treated
hundreds of wounded and was later mentioned in the dispatches of General Sir lan Hamilton,
commander of the Allied forces. On 11th September he accepted a temporary role as Deputy
Director of Medical Services — ANZAC.

The Sir Neville Howse portrait in the Australian War Memorial

Howse was promoted to temporary surgeon-general and DMS for the AIF overseas medical
services on 22" November. He went to Egypt to take up his new position but was recalled to
Gallipoli in December 1915 to oversee the medical arrangements for the final evacuation from the
peninsula.

In June 1916 he gave evidence to the Dardanelles Commission, established to examine the failure
of the Gallipoli campaign. In his report he accused the officers’ responsible for the medical
planning of ‘criminal negligence’ and warned the Australian authorities against blind faith in any
future assurances given by the British Government.

On 1 January 1917, he was appointed Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Order of the
Bath (KCB). On the same day his temporary status as surgeon general was ratified. He was
promoted to major general. In March 1917 he was again mentioned in dispatches when he was
‘brought to the notice of the Secretary of State for War for valuable services rendered in connection
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with the war.’

Howse returned to Australia in October 1918 to put his case, but the war ended on the day he
reached Sydney. Howse returned to Europe on 23 December to assist in the repatriation of troops
back to Australia, taking his family with him.

In June 1919, he was made Knight Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of St Michael and
St George (KCMG) quickly followed by appointment to Knight of the Grace of the Order of the
Hospital of St John of Jerusalem. In November 1919, Howse and his family embarked on the
‘Orvieto’ for their return to Australia, reaching Sydney on 15" December 1919. His appointment
with the AIF was terminated.

Sir Neville Howse resumed his private practice in Orange early in 1920. In 1921 he was elected
Mayor for the second time.

On 28 June 1921, Howse left Orange to take up the position of Director General of Army Medical
Services (DGMS) in Melbourne. Though he had considerable support, his goal to unite the medical
services of the three branches of the military under one leadership failed. Continually frustrated in
his efforts, he began to examine the possibilities of a political career.

Since 1906, Howse had been singled out as a potential candidate for Federal Parliament. On 7%
November 1922, he resigned his position as DGMS and stood as a Nationalist candidate for the seat
of Calare. He won by a large margin.

Howse was given his first portfolio as Minister for Defence and Health following a cabinet
reshuffle in January 1925. He searched for funding for cancer research and developed one of the
world's first radium banks. For the next few years he would also be responsible for the big job of
repatriation services for Australia’s 460,000 war veterans.

In 1926 his health began to deteriorate. While in England for the Imperial Conference he was struck
down with gallstones and required surgery. Howse returned home in early 1927, but became
seriously ill with pneumonia and was hospitalised at Port Said in Egypt. About this time he chose to
surrender the burdensome Defence Ministry. He was convinced to take on the Home and
Territories portfolio, however. In the general election of October 1929, the conservative Stanley
Bruce government suffered a landslide defeat. Howse lost his seat of Calare.

Following his electoral loss, Sir Neville Howse took his family to England for a holiday. There he
again underwent surgery for his gallstones. While in hospital it was discovered that he was
suffering from pancreatic cancer. He died on September 1930, aged only 63 years. He was buried
beside his father at Kensal Green Cemetery in London.

[Much of the text, above, was adapted from the Peter Niville’s talk and the Australian War Memorial’s website —
with thanks]
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The Royal Australin Medical Corps annually awarded the Sir Neville Howse VC medallion to a
student from various RAMC Health Service Courses who is judged by the panel to fulfil the
selection criteria.

Peter Neville also talked about other notable Victoria Cross recipients, especially Albert Jacka.
Albert Jacka , VC, MC & Bar (10 January 1893 — 17 January 1932) was the first Australian to be
decorated with the VC during the First World War, receiving the medal for his actions during

the Gallipoli Campaign. He later served on the Western Front and was twice more decorated for his

bravery.
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Peter also talked briefly about the stamp frames he brought along showing the complete stamp
omnibus issues for King George V’s Silver Jubilee. Members were impressed.

Peter noted that King George V was an enthusiastic stamp collector and had helped make the hobby
popular.
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The King George V’s Silver Jubilee issues were the first serious omnibus stamp issue from the
nations and colonies that formed the British Empire. The full set is 250 stamps. It involved 10
different printers.

Peter also showed the two scarcest KGV Silver Jubilee overprinted stamps for the British
Occupation of the Middle East.

TONY READ - SOME BICYCLING FAMILY HISTORY
ON HIS WIFE’S SIDE OF THE FAMILY

Also at the July meeting Tony Read talked about a particular Queensland state stamp —
one of hundreds, even thousands, purchased in a near-overflowing suitcase of 1d reds.
He had purchased it at one of mini-fairs a few years ago. It contained one stamp with an
unusual an unusual perfin — CCM.

He looked it up in his Commercial Perfins of Australia. The CCM perfin was from the
Canadian Cycle & Motor Co.

It was the ‘key’ to open up part of his family history.

Tony then showed some images of early bicycles and described how they evolved. He
showed an image of a penny-farthing bike of the 1880’s - that was used in cycle races in
Melbourne. He had an even earlier image of a ‘no-brakes’ velocipede of 1860-1869. It was a
dangerous contraption.

Around 1884—1885, however people got the idea of powering a bicycle using the back
wheels, rather than the front. This led to the bicycle as we know it now.

-
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Shearers started to rely on bicycles from the mid 1990’s

By about 1900 everyone was getting into bicycles. These bicycles were called Safety
Bicycles at the time (they had brakes). The first group to get into bicycles seriously in the
1890’s were the shearers who had to cover big distances between sheds.

Getting back to the main topic, Tony said, an ancestor from Tony’s wife’s grandfather,

David Williams arrived in Australia in the 1850’s. He had married in 1859. He had nine
sons and one daughter. Like many, he tried to make a living out of fossicking for gold in
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Victoria. In the 1870’s he ended up settling on land at Wodonga.

The sons opened a bike shop in Wodonga. They first sold Massey-Harris bicycles. An
image of the 1899 Massey-Harris bicycle is shown, above. The early bikes has solid
rubber tyres, but then moved to the new Dunlop-Wade inflatable rubber tyres.

In 1905 six of the Williams brothers moved to Sydney. They had become the local agents
for CCM bicycles at a shop at 625 George Street. Tony showed a photo image of the
shop.

CCM bicycles became popular in Australia after Major Tyler (in 1903) became the World’s
fastest man on a bicycle when he won the World Racing Championship in 1903. Tyler had
visited Australia in 1902.

In 1903, weakness in the bicycle market in Canada prompted C.C.M. to acquire the assets
of Canadian Motors Ltd. (CML), a failed automobile producer. Tommy Russell, C.C.M.'s
new general manager, had seen an opportunity to diversify his company's product line.

In 1904, anticipating the growing market for motorcars, C.C.M. established the Russell
Motor Car Company in Toronto.

CCM was originally a Canadian bicycle brand then owned by parent company Canadian
Tire. The brand was first used by the Canada Cycle & Motor Co. Ltd, founded in Weston,
Ontario in 1899. CCM dominated the Canadian bike market for much of the 20th century
before becoming bankrupt in 1983.

The CCM franchise in Sydney was fully taken over by the Williams Brothers in 1910.
The CCM franchise in Brisbane, Queensland continued until 1922.
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The CCM franchise in Brisbane circa 1912.

Tony said the CCM perfin on the 1d Queen Victoria side-face stamp he had, was from this
Queensland franchise.

[The following section was not included in Tony Read’s talk]

Waratah motorcycles were manufactured in Sydney, Australia, from before 1911 to around 1948,
although Waratah-badged motorcycles were sold 1nt0 the 19505

An early Waratah motorcycle with acetylene lights front and back

Initially Waratah motor-cycles were manufactured by the Williams’ Canada Cycle & Motor
Agency, Ltd. on George Street, Sydney, who from at least 1910 built from standard parts, or
rebadged BSA bicycles as, Waratah bicycles. W. A. Williams had been the manager of the Sydney
branch of this business and in 1905 he bought it, retaining the name until 1913.

In 1913 the bicycle and motorcycle part of the business was taken over by his sons, Perce and Reg,
and the name was changed to Williams Bros., and later P & R Williams. This business, initially at
213-7 Elizabeth Street, Sydney, is widely known as the manufacturer of Waratah motorcycles from
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1914 to 1948. Subsequent addresses of 255-259 Elizabeth St by the early 1920s, and 117 Goulburn
St in the later 1920s are detailed in newspaper advertising, also detailing that the business changed
its name to P. and R. Williams Pty Ltd, and later moved to 74-78 Wentworth Avenue Surry Hills.

A member said in reply to Tony’s talk, that he thought CCM had made ice skates.

Apparently that’s what one part of the Canadian CCM business did. It was sold off to Sports
Maska, on-sold to Reebok and then to Nike, and more recently resold to Altor Equity Partners, the
current owners.

It is now called CCM (Hockey). In 1905 CCM commenced making hockey equipment as a
secondary business. CCM (Hockey)'s current range of products for hockey

includes sticks, skates, helmets, shoulder pads, elbow pads, goaltender masks, goaltender

pads, goaltender gloves, knee pads, throat collars, and team uniforms for the American Hockey
League. The skates are still a good seller in Australia.
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