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Derek Dolstra and Dave Field standing, two visitors from out-of-town and Win. Morehouse 

sorting at our Orange Coin & Stamp Expo, 10th March 2024 

 

Our brand new web-site is https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/ 

https://orangecoinsands/
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THE NEXT ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON 

THIS TUESDAY 30th JULY 2024 at 

7.30.   

 

Our current monthly meeting is at 

the Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30 

on this Tuesday 30th July 2024 
 

The meeting after that is on 

Tuesday night, 7.30pm 27th 

August 2024 

 

Our next monthly coin & stamp 

mini-fair is in the Orange 

Cultural Centre is not until next 

Saturday 3rd August 2024 from 9 

to ‘middayish’.   

 

 
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair are 

held in the Orange Cultural Centre 

building Sale St, Orange. It’s the 

building that used to be a school. It’s on 

the right hand side as you enter the 

Woolworths Car Park. The building is 

sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but 

entrance is from the mini-park on the 

Sale St frontage. 

 

HAVE YOU SORTED OUT LOTS TO 

PUT IN THE CLUB’S ANNUAL 

AUCTION FOR SATURDAY 7th 

SEPTEMBER 2024? 
 

PLEASE CONTACT COL DAVIDSON 

WITH YOUR LISTS & LOT 

DESCRIPTIONS A.S.A.P. on 

coldavo12@gmail.com 

 

OUR ORANGE 2024 EXPO 

DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP 

SUPPORTING THEM AT OUR 2024 

EXPO  

 Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 

www.wynyardcoins.com.au  
 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) – PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 

A.C.T. 2911, ph. (02) 6255 4044) 

Buying and Selling 
 

  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 

6362 2368, E-mail: 

howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying 

and Selling – Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  
 

 Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown. 

NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email – 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-

wide stamps bought and sold  
 

 

DATES FOR 2024 & 2025 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club July 2024 

monthly meeting. 7.30pm 30th July 2024 at 

the Orange Cultural Centre 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 9-

12ish on Saturday 3rd August 2024 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre 
 

Campbelltown Stamp Club monthly 

meeting 14th August at 7pm at St Thomas 

Moore Church Hall. A Day in the Life of a 

Stamp (Joe White). 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 30TH JULY 2024 

3 | P a g e  
 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club August 2024 

monthly meeting. 7.30pm 27th August 2024 

at the Orange Cultural Centre 
 

Bendigo Philatelic Society’s Stamp Fair, 
31st August 2024, 10-3 at St Andrews Uniting 

Church Hall, 24 Myers Street, Bendigo, Vic. 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 9-

12ish on Saturday 7th September 2024 at the 

Orange Cultural Centre  

Our yearly Club auction, 7th 

September 2024, will start about 

midday following our mini-fair. Last year 

there were 430 lots on offer. Watch for 

more details. 
 

Canberra Stampshow (NATSTAMP 2024) 

Half-National. 12-15 September 2024.  Full  
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 24th September 

2024 monthly meeting followed by our 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. Starts 

7.30pm 27th August 2024 at the Orange 

Cultural Centre 
 

Toowoomba National 1-frame Stampshow 

is on 11th-13th October 2024.     
 

Maryborough (Victoria) Stamp Fair, Sat. 

26th October 2024, at Mill House, 

Maryborough, Vic. 
 

Campbelltown Stamp Club’s Fishers 

Ghost Stamp Fair, Sunday 3rd November at 

the Campbelltown Civic Centre, 9am start 
 

Queensland State Exhibition, 9th and 10th 

November 2024 as part of Brisbane Stamp 

and Coin Show.  Venue still to be determined. 
 

Wagga Club’s 2-day Stamp & Coin Show, 
23rd & 24th November 2024, Sturt Public 

School. White Avenue, Kooringal 
 

Sydney Stamp Expo 2025. 20-23rd March 

2025 at Wentworth Park Sporting Complex, 

Glebe, NSW. President of the organising 

committee is Geoffery Lewis.  Email: 

glewis@custom-made.com.au 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB 

Items for this newsletter are always required. You 

do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.  

They need to be posted to the Editor, Derek 

Dolstra, who is also the secretary at the Club’s 

postal address: -PO Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or 

better still e-mailed in Word format (pictures as 

jpg files) to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au  Phone 02 

63 614 872 

 

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO CASH! 

GET SOME PAGES READY FOR THE 

CLUB’S EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin needs coin and stamp pages for the next 

stamp circuit book and the next coin/note circuit 

books    

Colin can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634 

 

THE PHILAS BUILDING AT 

SILVERWATER  
 
PHILAS’ Facebook site advised on 2nd July: -  

On 26 June 2024 Philas was informed that our 

application with the Parramatta Council to 

develop the premises at 20 Egerton Street had 

been approved.  

The DA approval has some conditions, but in 

general it permits Philas to complete the planned 

internal construction necessary to house the 

library, manage philatelic material for auctions or 

other purposes and provide meeting spaces to 

clubs and operational committees.  

As has been noted in earlier discussions the Philas 

executive will work in conjunction with member 

clubs to determine how we proceed from here. 

…………………………………………………. 

 
Alan McRae from Bathurst Club advises there wil 
be a tour and talk at Windradyne’s grave at ‘Brucedale,’ 

1361 Sofala Road, Peel, on Saturday 10th August.  
You can either drive yourself out to Brucedale or go on the bus 

which leaves McDonald’s rear carpark at 2pm. Bus cost is $15. 

Bookings essential at the Bathurst Historical Museum on or 

before 29th July by phoning 63322522 or 63315404  or 

emailing info@bathursthistory.org.au or 

amcrae@lisp.com.au   
Bring your folding chair if you need to sit down.

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
mailto:info@bathursthistory.org.au
mailto:amcrae@lisp.com.au
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3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
TOOWOOMBA NATIONAL 1-FRAME STAMP EXHIBITION 
2024 
INFORMATION 

 
Toowoomba 2024 is fast approaching, and things are progressing very well. The website is 
up and running, so click on and have a look through. https://toowoomba2024.com/  
 

There will be no further bulletins released. Any relevant information and updates will be 
notified on the website, so check in regularly. We are looking forward to seeing many of our 
old friends and meeting many new ones.  
 

Dates & Times Friday 11th of October, 2024 Set Up and Judging. (No public access.) Saturday 
12th of October, 2024 Dealer Day and One-Frame Viewing 9:00am - 5:00pm Sunday 13th 
of October, 2024 Club Day and One-Frame Viewing 9:00am to 3:30pm  
 
 

For enquiries and additional information Contact the Secretary, Toowoomba 2024 Email: 
secretary@toowoomba2024.com Mob: 0468390299 or the website 

mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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A big thanks to Orange’s Odeon 5 Cinema for donating tickets to the winners 

of our 2024 Expo Kid’s colouring competition. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Canberra Stamp Show 2024 

12-15 September 2024 

Canberra Stampshow is held every two years where the Canberra Philatelic Society holds a 

public event for the Philatelic and general community. 

It’s Australia’s only National Stamp show in 2024, held in Canberra, September 2024. 

Held over 4 days visitors can immerse yourself in exhibits, purchase items, connect with other 

collectors, & visit trade dealers’ stands. 
 

Its Australia’s only National Stamp Show in 2024 – Held at Thoroughbred Park 12-15 September 

2024  

Canberra Stampshow 2024 will have over 30 National & International dealers all bringing their 

best items for your choice. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

$2 KING CHARLES III AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC TEAM 
 

Released through Woolworths. Buy something at Coolies and pay for it in cash, make sure 
the payment will provide $2 (or maybe 2 x $2) in change and hopefully you will get one 
of these as a keep sake! 

X3 

There are 3 in the set - “ Allezaus’ - ’Community’ -“ Olympism’, each has a variety of paint 
designs. They are similar to other $2 coins in circulation — Al Bronze. 

 
From Richard Gammie 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 30 WITH “Simpy” 
 
The following items have been sourced from various Australian Post Office Stamp Bulletins.    
  
No 214 March - May 1992: In celebration of the 40th anniversary of the Queen’s accession to the throne, 
Australia Post is producing a new Stamp Heritage Book. Titled “40 Royal Years”, the book’s release is 
timed to complement the release of the Queen’s Birthday stamp issue on 9 April 1992 – book price $16.95. 
 
There was a two-page report on the new National Philatelic Headquarters in Melbourne. 
 
A new BoxLink label was issued on 2 March 1992. BoxLink is an innovative, stream-lined service for 
business users of the postal system. Labels were available in boxes of 100 for $38.00 (38 cents each) but 
it would cost collectors $1.50 for a single label in a special pack.      
 
Sydney’s Across Town Parcel Service concluded in early November 1991 with labels on sale to collectors 
until 31 March 1992. 
 
No 222 October - December 1993: There was a four-page article on National Stamp Collecting Month 
with Dinosaurs the flavour of the month. Free stamps were given away with the October issue of the 
Australian Women’s Weekly magazine plus there was a competition with first prize valued at $20,000 
being a trip to Canada for a family of four. 
 
The Stamp Bulletin comprised fifty four pages with six pages devoted to Specialists’ Notes and another six 
pages devoted to Postmarks. 
    
No 223 January – February 1994: Page 26 listed all new issues scheduled for release in 1994. 
December was the only month when there would not be a new stamp issue. 
 
A one-page article was titled “COLLECTORS AND COMPUTERS” and discussed packages such as 
Stampware and Stamp Collector. 
 
Australia Post continued to sell new issues from Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Fiji, Nauru, Norfolk Island, Papua 
New Guinea, Pitcairn Islands and Western Samoa. 
 
No 224 March – May 1994: “Australia Post and the Royal Australian Mint will join forces on 14 April 1994 
to produce an innovative new product for Australian collectors. A special postal numismatic cover (PNC) is 
being prepared to commemorate the International Year of the Family. The joint issue cover contains an 
uncirculated commemorative IYF 50c coin from the Mint and has one of the International Year of the 
Family stamps affixed.” Price of the PNC was $3.95. 
 
A joint-issue Friendship Bridge cover was available for $3.00. The bridge formed a link between Thailand 
and Laos. The cover has stamps from both of these countries plus Australia. 
 
No 225 June - July 1994: Australia’s own mythological monster, the bunyip was featured on four stamps 
released on 14 July 1994. 
 
A new pictorial postmark depicting a mine Poppet Head was introduced at West Wyalong NSW 2671 on 
18 March 1994. 
 
No 226 August – September 1994: Wartime Prime Ministers were depicted on five x 41 cent stamps 
issued on 11 August 1994. The Prime Ministers were – Robert Gordon Menzies, Arthur William Fadden, 
John Joseph Curtin, Francis Michael Forde and Joseph Benedict Chifley. 
 
New design Frama stamps featuring the Waratah were released on 8 September 1994. 
 
The Australian Air Mail Catalogue by Nelson Eustis was available from Australia Post for $47.50. 
 
A Pre-stamped envelope was released on 18 September 1994 to mark the launch of the ANZAC Ship 
Project to construct eight frigates for the Royal Australian Navy and two for the Royal New Zealand Navy. 
A special postmark depicting a B11 Submarine was available from the post office at Holbrook NSW 2644    
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Collecting in the 1980’s -  
Australian Native Orchids  

Stamp issue of 18th September 1986 
 

First Day Covers & pictorial postmarks for Orchids Australia 86 in Adelaide (18-24 Sept) 
and Karrinyup Orchid Show WA (18 Sept.) 

 
At the June 2024 Club meeting your editor thought he would be ‘adventurous’ and show some 

Australia Post covers from the 1980’s.   No member seems to have displayed any Decimal 

Australian stamps from the 70’s and 80’s for a long time. Material from that period tends to be 

treated as a joke – the stamps are in gross oversupply – and seen as a “bit too common’.   I let the 

meeting know that I was a little embarrassed about showing something quite as ordinary as the 

1986 Australian Native Orchid covers. 

 

But that was the period when I started collecting – I only ‘did’ Australian stamp issue then.  I had 

previously collected mineral specimens, but when I joined Sydney’s Geological & Mining 

Museum, the private collection of mineral specimens was discouraged. It was seen as a conflict 

of interest.  So I started collecting stamps; actually mainly covers.  I said to the meeting that this 

is how I started out, and that was where my “head” was at the time. So perhaps my, and other 

peoples’ early attempts at collecting were somehow worth re-visiting.  
 

Every collector in the 70’s and 80’s seemed to be buying one or more the first day covers that 

were “pumped out” by Australia Post.   At least by 1982, almost all of the Official Post Offices 

had their own rubber first day postmarker.  We don’t even have first day postmarkers anymore.  

The contemporary first day National First Day “postmarks” are now just printed onto the stamped 

cover by Sprintpak in Melbourne usually weeks before the stamp is issued.  
 

An exception is that the post office shown on the first day cover sometimes gets a manual, rubber, 

hand-held version of this National First Day postmarker.    You can write to them asking for an 

impression.   Unfortunately the “town” shown on the postmarker, like Christmas Hills, hasn’t had 

a post office for decades, sometimes never. The National First Day postmark is mostly a fiction. 
 

The whole thing seems to be ridiculous. 
 

So going back to 1980’s, it seemed then to me equally ridiculous that the first day covers often 

featured all of the stamps of a particular issue.   All of the stamps on this one cover didn’t equate 

to any actual postal rates.   I guessed FDC’s were never meant to be sent through the mail. 
 

I liked the idea of a cover showing stamps that equalled a real postal rate.  Also, I had the idea 

that they should actually go through the postal system.  So I ended up making my own first day 

covers.   Sometimes I “cheated” a little, just getting the cover addressed to me care of that 

particular post office (over the counter).  At least it was handled by the postal system, albeit 

briefly. 
 

I still very much like the idea of making up my own covers with stamps that show real postal 

rates.  It’s harder. There are just too many issues.  Also, since the 1980’s I got bored with 

Australia Post’s constant flood of stamp issues.  I moved on to other things.   We no longer have 

the variety of postal rates, such as certified mail and registered mail, nor can we use domestic 

high-value stamps on overseas mails any more to be able to use high-value, more than letter-rate 

stamps. 

Here is the example of what I did with the 1986 Australian Native Orchids stamp issue:-  
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This Priority Paid first day cover, above, utilised the 55c and 90c values 

 

 
 

This Certified Mail first day cover utilised the 36c and $1 values.  There was also a cover with 

just a 36c stamp (not shown here). 
 

Okay, these are really per favour postmarkings, but at least they came through a postal system.  

 Perhaps in retrospect I should have tried to obtain commercial covers featuring these stamps.   
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A pictorial postmarker was provided for the Karrinyup Orchid Show on 18th September. It was 

held at the 37-acre Karrinyup Shopping Centre, 12km north of Perth. The first day cover, above, 

shows just the 36c standard letter rate stamp.  Another cover showed a 55c stamp for a “thick & 

outsize” letter rate.  These two covers got posted to the families’ PO Box in Doonside. 

 

 
 

Another pictorial postmarker was provided from 18th to 24th September 1986 at a temporary post 

office for the 10th Orchids Australia ’86 Conference and International Orchid Show at the Hotel 

Adelaide.  This orchid ‘shindig’ seems to have been the reason for the Australian Native Orchid 

stamp issue.  Just using the 36c standard letter rate stamps, I was able to obtain to get covers 

postmarked for five of the Conference days: - Thursday 18th, Friday 19th, Saturday 20th, Sunday 

21st and Monday 22nd September.  These covers, again, were posted to the families’ rain-proof 

Post Office Box in Doonside.   

Derek Dolstra 
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NEW HEBRIDES CONDOMINIUM  
 

At the June meeting of the Club, Tony Read showed two covers.  One was a first day cover from 

the English post office stamp issue for the 50th Anniversary of the Anglo-French Condominium 

and the other was for the French post office stamp issue for the 50th Anniversary of the Anglo-

French Condominium. 
 

Like all New Hebrides stamp issues from 1908 until 1980, there was an English Post Office 

stamp issue and an identical and corresponding  French Post Office stamp issue. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 30TH JULY 2024 

11 | P a g e  
 

EARLY STAMPS OF THE NEW HEBRIDES 
 

The New Hebrides started to be settled by missionaries from the middle of the 19th Century and 

planters and traders from the late-19th Century. 
 

The A.U.S.N. Company’s steamers, like the Birksgate, provided a subsidised monthly service 

from Sydney, going on to Fiji from January 1890.   It was heavily subsidised by the New South 

Wales Government.  An unofficial New South Wales Post Office first operated on the island of 

Aneityum, the southernmost island in the New Hebrides.  It was made an Official Post Office on 

1 August 1891.  It transferred to Vila in January 1892, where most of the business in sandalwood 

was taking place.  The New South Wales Postmaster-General issued a postmarker:-  
 

 

 
Postage back to New South Wales (and elsewhere in the British Empire) cost 2½d per ½ 

ounce. 

 

In March 1893 the subsidised A.U.S.N. Company’s shipping service ceased when New South 

Wales heavily reduced their subsidy. 
 

After losing the most of the subsidy, the Australasian New Hebrides Company, the main 

trading organisation on the island group, were left to handle the mails.  They continued to 

utilise the steamships of the A.U.S.N. Company, by paying in full for a monthly service to 

Sydney. 
 

The Australasian New Hebrides Company by 1897 decided to charge for inter-island delivery 

of letters, and to and from Vila, New Hebrides and Sydney. The NSW government objected to 

the latter, for the Company already received a (very) small subsidy for delivery of mail 

between Vila and Sydney. Two stamps printed for the purpose were issued on 17 March 1897. 

They were the 1d magenta with black centre and the 2d red-brown with blue centre. They 

were lithographed by the John Sands and Co. of Sydney, on heavy, wove un-watermarked 

paper and rouletted ca. 8½. 

 

The Company soon failed with Burns Philp & Co. taking over its assets, including the 

remainder of these stamps, on 30 September 1897. On 1 September 1900, the use of the 

locals was also specifically forbidden, and the remainders were sold by tender in 1913.   No 

commercial covers are known.  The stamps are listed, appropriately, in Bill Hornadge’s 

catalogue of Australian Cinderellas. 
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After the Australasian New Hebrides Company went bust in 1897, the Burns Philp Company 

took over the handling of mails. They used their own shipping fleet to provide a bi-monthly 

service to Sydney. In 1898, 1900, 1904 & 1908 they were awarded a number of shipping 

contracts by the New South Wales government, and then two by the Commonwealth 

government.   
 

The New South Wales (and later Commonwealth) postal agency closed with the opening of 

the Condominium’s British and French post offices in 1908.  Up to 1908 when the 

Condominium’s Post offices took over, New South Wales stamps were used. 

 

Additionally, in March 1903, a postal agent was appointed by the New Caledonian colonial 

administration aboard the ship that plied between Port Vila and New Caledonia.  On 14th 

December 1903 they established a postal agency in Port Vila.   That agency used New 

Caledonia & Dependencies stamps. 

 

 

 

THE CONDOMINIUM 
 

The New Hebrides Condominium was a strange form of government. S0verignty was shared by 

the two colonial powers Britain and France, instead of being operated by just one. 
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New Hebrides was a rare form of colonial territory in which sovereignty was shared by two. 

There was an English government and a French one. 

 

The two different governments were called residencies.  They were each headed by an 

appointee of the Home governments.   Everything was “dual”.  Each member of one 

residency had an exact opposite on the other, who they needed to consult.   Both residencies 

had control over everything from the postal service, public works, the census and almost 

everything else. 
 

The first settlers, after the period when missionaries arrived, were British citizens who had 

been living in Australia’s eastern states. The late 19th-Century saw an influx of immigrants 

from France and its colonies.  Soon there was twice the number of French citizens than there 

were British.   There were constant petitions to cede power to either the France or to Britain.   

The way out of this conflict (and perhaps a Pacific war) was for the two nations to come 

together to form a condominium where both nations had their own administrations and jointly 

rule. 
 

There was a joint court, but everything else was in pairs. Contemporary critics called the 

Condominium the “Pandemonium”.  
 

There were two police forces with their own laws (including road laws), two health services, 

two currencies, two education systems and two prison systems.   New Hebrideans were given 

the choice of which government they wanted to be ruled by. 
 

For stamp collectors the thing was that for each stamp issue from 1908 to the last 

Condominium issue in 1980 there were two near-identical stamps.  One has in French 

currency and the text was in French and the other was in British currency with the text in 

English.     Collectors, world-wide, found this fascinating and most of each stamp issue was 

taken up by overseas collectors.  Stamp sales made a huge financial contribution to the 

condominium’s budget 

 

The first Condominium French post office in Port Vila, 1908 
 

 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 30TH JULY 2024 

14 | P a g e  
 

 
The very first stamps were not the symmetrical British/French ones, but overprints on New 

Caledonia and on Fijian stamps 
 

New Hebrides became internally self-governing in January 1978.   Amidst the brief Coconut 

War on 30th July 1980 the Republic of Vanuatu was created. 
 

 

 
 

The last stamps produced by the Condominium postal administrations were the Birds issues of 

27th February 1980. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

On April 4th, 2024 Royal Mail produced a new stamp for the new worldwide letter rate of £2.50 

(=A$4.87).  1st Class local letters also went up to £1.35 (=$2.62) and a 2nd Class stamp went up to 

85p (=A$1.65).  And we complain. 
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FROM A RECEIVING OFFICE, TO A NON-OFFICIAL POST 

OFFICE, TO AN OFFICIAL POST OFFICE AND NOW JUST A 

LICENCED POST OFFICE:  THE MODERN STORY: -  

ANNERLEY QLD 4103 
 

Annerley is a Brisbane suburb, 5km south from the CBD. It’s on Ipswich Road. 
 

It typical of what’s happening with our post offices.  The example known best to your editor 

was his once local, always busy and substantial red-brick Waverley Post Office in Sydney’s 

east.  Now it’s just an LPO run out of a not-very-large shopfront, further up the street.  Sad. 
 

The example of Annerley in Brisbane, had been chosen, mainly because your editor was 

trying to write up his postmarks from there.  The postmarks not included because they are 

very common ones & not that interesting. 

 

Mail services opened in Annerley with the Boggo Road Receiving Office in 1860.  Boggo 

Road Receiving Office was upgraded to a Post Office on the 1st May 1880.  Boggo Road was 

also once the name for an infamous Brisbane gaol. The name was changed name to Annerley 

in 1892.   It was reduced to a Receiving Office about September 1906, but again upgraded to 

a Post Office in 1914.    Once more it was down-graded to a Receiving Office in 1920, only 

to become a Post Office again from 1st June 1922.   It was made an Official Post Office in 

June 1938 at 413 Ipswich Road:-  
 

 
The Annerley Official Post Office at busy 413 Ipswich Road, Annerley in the late-1960’s - 

and the site now.  It OPO was adjacent to The Junction Hotel.  
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Mr. John Stewart was the Postmaster (and receiving Office Keeper) at Annerley from 1896 to 

1905 and the post office was housed in his grocery store. 

 

 

 
 

The Annerley general store (pre-tram) on the right, was also the post office 
 

With the arrival of horse trams to Annerley Junction in 1899, the shopping centre prospered. 

Grocery stores, bakeries, cake shops, fruit shops and newsagents flourished.  
 

It was reported in June 1924 that the general store and postal agency, which was then run by a 

Mr. Manahan, was broken into at 4am and the safe blown open. This resulted in £15 in silver 

being stolen.  
 

By September that year the Telephone Service was being extended in the area to include as 

far as Cornwall Street, Pine Street, Victoria Terrace, Woodville Place, Venner Road, Forsyth 

Street and Newcastle Street. That meant a manual exchange in the post office. 
 

In June 1938 it was announced that Annerley would be getting a “proper” post office, as it 

was about to become an Official Post Office, which would replace the Non-Official Post 

Office located in the general store.  

 

The Deputy Director of Posts and Telegraphs also included that the leased building was 

located across the road from the Police Station.  

 

By 1939 it was reported that the stairs seen in front of the building would have a metal 

handrail installed to assist people in using the stairs. 
 

In October 1947 the post office was broken into where £1,047 in cash, stamps and war 

savings was taken from two safes that apparently weren’t locked. By mid –November, an 

arrest was made of a man who appeared in court at the end of the month. That man was postal 

clerk Cecil George Must (a 43y.o.). Must worked in the Annerley Post Office until late-

September, then transferred to the West End Post Office. Must had the idea months before to 

make copies of the safe keys, the veranda door and the rear door. On the night in question he 

signed off sick at West End and went to Annerley where he entered the building, opened the 

safes then posted the stolen material as a registered article to the Lutwyche Post Office from 

the South Brisbane Post Office, where he picked it up a fortnight later. Must returned £973 in 

stolen property and repaid the rest in cash before sentencing in the Supreme Court. He was 

handed down a 5 year sentence of hard labour with the ability to be released after 12 months. 
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By 1977 Australia Post was preparing to relocate a short distance down the street, next door 

to Pizza Hut. The house that had occupied the site was demolished a year earlier.  

 

 
 

Annerley Post Office, Ipswich Road, Annerley.   Above, is the new Annerley Post Office, 

which opened in 1978.  Below is the site of the current LPO at 493 Ipswich Road. 

 
The new architect-designed post office opened in 1978. The building was sandwiched 

between Brisbane’s first Pizza Hut and a Caltex service station. The Pizza Hut, it was 

constructed in 1971 and was Brisbane’s first Pizza Hut. 

 

It building seemed to have operated from this site as an Official Post Office (then called a 

Postshop) Australia Post until the early-2000s.  Then the Official Post Office closed, and 

Annerley became reduced to a Licenced Post Office.  The first LPO site was at the Chemist 

500 chemist shop at 496 Ipswich Road.  Later, the chemist shop became part of a discount 

chain and moved into the development up and across the road, to Shop 5, on the ground floor 

of 493 Ipswich Road.  It had an even bigger spot inside of the chemists. 
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The Annerley Licenced Post Office was at, and is in 2024, at Shop 5,493 Ipswich Road.   It’s 

a spot inside of Chemist’s Warehouse:-  

 

 
 

Annerley street mail is delivered from the Rocklea Delivery Centre. 

 

 
 

493 Ipswich Road 
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A good book to read about Annerley in the 1950s is Hugh Lunn’s classic “Over 

the top with Jim“. 
 

 
 

Electric tram in Ipswich Road, Annerley, circa 1936. 

Electric tram mail bag delivery, to and from the Brisbane G.P.O., operated from 

1914 to 1929.  

 
Some of the text and photo images have been adapted from the Passing Time Facebook page 

and that source is acknowledged.    

Joan Frew’s useful Queensland Post Offices (1842-198) & Receiving Offices (1869-1927) is 

always used.  

 

Compiled by Derek Dolstra 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Australia Post’s Centenary of Compulsory Voting stamp issue of 16th July 2024. In 1912 

Australia became the first Commonwealth nation to introduce compulsory enrolment to vote 

in federal elections, voting was not made compulsory until 1924.  

http://ow.ly/T5Z53001G2O
http://ow.ly/T5Z53001G2O
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THE SHORTAGE OF COINS IN EARLY NEW 

SOUTH WALES, THE HOLEY DOLLAR & DUMP 

& COLONIAL SPANISH DOLLARS 
TONY READ’S TALK TO OUR JUNE MEETING 
 

When New South Wales was established by Governor Philip in1788 it was realised 
there had been a huge oversight. There was inadequate coinage for the new colony.   
Philip wrote to England in November 1788 requesting a supply of coins. Sometime in 
1890 the “Kitty” arrived with 4,466 Spanish dollar coins. Unfortunately these dollars 
slowly left New South Wales to pay for imports arriving on visiting ships. 
 

The infant colony struggled to survive the first few decades.  Britain was fully occupied in 
the years before 1815 with the Napoleonic Wars.  Coinage was in short supply.  The 
main means of purchase and exchange was rum.  Access to rum was controlled by 
officers in the New South Wales Corps, who did most of the trading in land and goods 
from incoming ships. 
 

Despite that there was quite a variety of foreign coins being circulated.   In 1800 
Governor Philip Gidley King made a Proclamation setting out the value of these coins 
These ‘proclamation coins’ were the eleven coins listed in King’s decree of 19 
November 1800. Their new value in the colony of New South Wales was ordered to be : 
- a Guinea at £1/2/0d,  a Rupee at  2/6d,  a Half-Johanna at £2,  a Dutch Guilder at 
2/0d,  a Gold Mohur at £1/17/6d, an English Shilling at 1/1d,  a Spanish Dollar at 5/0d,  
a copper coin of 1 oz. 0/2d, a Johanna at £4, a  Ducat at 9/6d and a Pagoda 8/0d. 
 

 
Philip Gidley King was NSW Governor from September 1800 to 1806 

 

Governor P.G. King in 1803 chose to pay 6 shillings per Spanish dollar for 500 dollars to 
buy cattle “among the islands”.  Later in 1803 he was able to buy 7,500 Spanish dollars, 
with a bill on the Treasury, for Commissariat purchases in New South Wales.   
 

In1804, the commander of the privateer, the Policy, offered the Governor 15 chests of 
Spanish dollars, valued at £20,000, from a captured Dutch ship, the Swift.  King refused.   
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Again in 1806 he refused to buy Spanish dollars, since the value was then 6 shillings. 
1806 he declared that “the Government have no dollars” and “few 
individuals…..possess them”. 
 

The Proclamation coins didn’t really solve the rum trade problem.  Even though the New 
South Wales Corps were recalled to Britain, soon after deposing Governor Bligh, rum 
was still a currency.  Barter and promissory notes filled the gap. Between 1811 and 
1816 the new Governor Macquarie had to pay Sydney Hospital contractor with 45,000 
(and later 60,000) gallons of rum. 
 

Governor Lachlan Macquarie set out to secure a reliable supply of coins for the 
colony. A special shipment of 40,000 coins arrived in the colony from Madras aboard 
the Samarang on 26 November 1812. These coins were Spanish silver eight reales 
coins, known as ‘pieces of eight’, and they were commonly used as an international 
trading currency.   They were not new coins and most had been in use since the 
middle of the 18th Century. 
 

 
 

The Lachlan Macquarie Bicentenary 55c stamp mini-sheet of 16th February 2010 
 

Though the purchased dollars came from India, they had originally been sourced 
from trades with the Spanish Philippines.  Twice a year a Spanish fleet would leave 
Acapulco for Manilla with silver bullion and trade goods.  Often it would continue to 
China for trade goods.  The death rate on the early voyages was huge. They took 3 
to 6 months to cross the Pacific. Later they took Spanish silver dollars in lieu of 
bullion.   The goods were paid for in silver dollars which would accumulate in China 
and they became perfectly acceptable as currency.  The Chinese bought goods from 
the east India Company and these Mexican silver coins accumulated there. 
 

Interestingly, later, in 1824 Tasmania was also running out of coinage and they 
attempted to introduce the 8 reales Spanish dollar.  Both Britain and Portugal at that 
time were using them as trade coins.   
 

It is likely Macquarie was aware of an earlier system used in another British colony, 
the West Indies, where captured Spanish dollars were cut and counter-stamped so 
they could not be re-exported.  In1813 the colony of Prince Edward Island, now part 
of Canada, did the same thing with Spanish dollars. 
 

By having the centres stamped out of these coins, Macquarie distinguished them as 
belonging to the colony of New South Wales and prevented them from going straight 
out again. In doing so, he created the first currency minted in Australia - the Holey 
Dollar and the Dump. 
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Macquarie set the value of the holey dollar at five shillings (5/-), with 15 pence (1/3d) 
for the dump. These coins went into circulation in 1814 and were not ‘replaced’ with 
sterling coinage until 1822 

 

 

The reverse of the holey dollar (right), marked ‘FIVE SHILLINGS’, The original 
Spanish dollar was struck in Potosi in Peru.  It is believed that this was the only one 
of five holey dollar Potosi Mint coin now in existence       Coin in the Museum of Victoria  
 

 
 

The Holey Dollar Dump 
 

Macquarie chose a convicted forger, William Henshall to cut out the centre of the 
40,000 Spanish dollars and then to counter-stamp them with “NEW SOUTH WALES 
/ 1813”.  Henshall had worked previously as a cutler and metal-plater.   He appeared 
in the 1811 Muster List as simply a “convict”.  He had arrived in 1805 after being 
sentenced to 7 years transportation for counterfeiting.  
 
Henshall was able to advise the British justice administration with information about 
other counterfeiters and ways of combatting this crime.  He received an assurance 
that his wife and children could accompany him to Sydney. He ended up getting an 
absolute pardon from Governor Macquarie on 12th September 1812.  That was six 
months before his sentence expired.  
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Henshall was provided with a workshop in the basement of a building near the 
corner Bridge & Loftus Streets. The building was also used by the Government 
Printer, George Howe.  It called be called Australia’s first mint. 
 

Governor Macquarie had hoped the job of converting the 40,000 Spanish coins 
would take 3 months.  In fact it too a year.  Henshall ended up using a drop hammer 
rather than a screw press after a lot of experimentation. 
 

Macquarie initially anticipated that the task of converting the 40,000 Spanish coins 
would take three months, but the project took over a year to complete. Henshall had 
to experiment with making the necessary machinery, which proved difficult. It seems 
that a drop hammer, as opposed to a screw press, was used to stamp the coins. 
 

As well as the new value and “NEW SOUTH WALES / 1813” he added his “H” initial 
into the spray of leaves on the counter-stamp.  His “H” was also included between 
the “FIFTEEN” & the “PENCE” on the dump reverse dies. 
 

The Deputy Commissar-General had the 1st batch delivered on 25th February 1814.  
The last batch was delivered in August 1814.  
 

 
 

Macquarie and the holey dollar and dump featured on the 2013 Bicentenary of the 
Holey Dollar & Dump stamp and coin PNC of October 2013 

 

Things were changing in Britain. There was a major currency reform there in 1816. In 
subsequent years the Royal Mint had enough coinage to send to us.   This stopped 
Spanish dollars becoming our currency. 
 

When the holey dollar was finally demonetised in 1829, most of the 40,000 coins in 
circulation had been exchanged for legal tender. The coins were then melted down 
into bullion.    The few coins that survived were typically in the hands of wealthy 
colonists, banks or companies who could afford to hold on to the demonetised 
currency. 
 

Experts estimate that around 300 holey dollars and just over 1000 dumps remain 
today. Of the almost 300 known holey dollars, the majority of the host coins were 
struck in Mexico. Some were struck in Lima in Peru and others in Madrid.  
 

The example shown on the previous page was struck in Potosi, Bolivia. Lane and 
Fleig have identified it as one of only five surviving holey dollars to originate from that 
mint.  
 

Tony Read then passed around his facsimile of a holey dollar. 
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Tony said he was particularly interested in the Spanish dollars used for the holey 
dollar & dump of 1813.  These were almost exclusively the Spanish colonial silver 
reales. 
 

There were twelve Spanish colonial mints: - Mexico, Lima, La Plata, Bogota, Cuzco, 
Potosi, Panama, Santo Domingo, Cartagena, Guatemala, Santiago and Popayan.    
 

They produced five different types of silver reales coins during Spain’s 300 years of 
colonial rule:-  
 

PILLAR TYPE. 
The very first Spanish colonial silver coin design was struck in Mexico, Santo 
Domingo and Lima Mints between 1536 and 1572. These coins were all undated. 
They were struck cob typically on a round full planchet.  One side shows a pair of 
pillars and the other side a shield.   The Mexico mint cob of 4 reales of Charles and 
Johanna 1542-5 that Tony passed around was of this type.  
 

 
 

Mexico City Mint 4 reales silver cob of Charles and Joanna (1665-1700) 
The word cob refers to coins where the rim of the coin was shaped manually: - with 
tin snips.   Toward the end of this period it was found that a machine press could 
strike a better image on the cob. 
 
SHIELD TYPE  
The second type of Spanish colonial coin was truck between 1572 and 1734.   They 
were hand struck cobs of rough quality.  One side had a crowned multi-element 
shield representing the lands under Spanish control.  The other side displayed a 
cross with lions and castles in four quadrants.   
 
Tony Read passed around several “shield” type 4 reales coins similar to the one 
shown below:-  
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A 4 reales silver cob from the reign of Philip IV (1622-1652) 
 

 
A 4 reales cob of Philip IV 1622-1652 ‘shield’ side 

 

 
 

This much-worn 8 reales cob was from the reign of Philip IV (1622-1652). 
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An 8 reales silver cob of 1733 from the reign of Philip V (1693-1746) 

 
PILLARS AND WAVES TYPE 
The third type of Spanish colonial coin was struck between 1651 and 1773.   All were 
dated.   These were hand struck cobs.  They were similar to the previous ones 
except one side had pillars with waves underneath, and two horizontal lines forming 
a tic-tac design 

 
 

A 4 reales cob of Charles (Carolus) II (1684 to 1700) with pillars, waves and 2 
horizontal line. 

 
MIXED PILLAR TYPE 
The fourth type of Spanish colonial coin was machine struck on a full-sized, round 
planchet.   One side shows a pair of pillars with waves underneath, separated by two 
overlapping globes mounted by a single Crown.  The other side showed a simple 
crowned shield.  
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A Mexico City Mint ‘1757’ two reales coin of, of Ferdinand VI (1713-1759). 

The year ‘1757’ figured on subsequent years mintages including that of Ferdinand VII (1784-
1833)  It shows the ‘two pillars’, with water underneath and the two globes.  

 

 
 

8 reales 1752 coin of Ferdinand VI (1713-1759) with two pillars and two globes 

 
MILLED BUST TYPE  
The fifth type of Spanish colonial coins were struck between 1771 and 1825. They 
were all machine struck on a round, full-size planchet.  One side displayed a bust of 
the Spanish King.  This was an imaginary likeness during the Napoleonic Wars.  The 
other side shows a pair of pillars separated by a crowned simple shield.   
 
Tony Read passed around a number of 8 reales coins of this type, minted at the 
Mexico, Lima and Potosi Mints. 
 
The amount of silver in the reales coins was gradually being reduced.  They got thinner. 
This next tranche of now de-based silver dollars are sometimes called bust dollars.  The 
one shown below, similar to one that Tony Read passed around, showed a bust of King 
Charles, Strangely, it cites Charles (Carolus) III in writing on one side and Charles IIII 
(Carolus IV) just above a bust, on the other:-  
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A Lima, Peru mint 8 reales coin of Charles III (1716-1788) above.   Only 5 of these are known to 
have been used to make holey dollars and dumps 

 
Around 1810 Mexico recognised Napoleon as ruler of the Spanish Empire.  He had, 
after all, invaded and occupied Spain. Ferdinand VII continued to appear on the coins, 
despite being in exile 
In 1800s East Asia, particularly China, the coins of King Charles (Carolus) III & Charles 
(Carolus) IV were much favoured by merchants and they are even said to have 50% 
premium over other silver coins of equal weight (whose value if accepted are then 
discounted by about 20-30%).   

 
 
Also passed around, shown below was an 8 reales silver coin of 1809 showing Ferdinand VII 
(1784-1833), minted in Mexico City - widely used for the holey dollars 

 
 

 
A notable holey dollar was the “Hannibal Head”.  It was a one-of-a-kind coin that 
showed the bust of Joseph I of Spain. Joseph Bonaparte was appointed King of Spain 
during the French invasion (1808-1813). The story was that it was found as late as 1881 
in a bushranger’s horde in Tasmania. It was sold in 2018 at an estimated value of 
$450,000 and later for $500,000: -  
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Another holey dollar was also found by a Mr Ironmonger, from around Orange, when it was 
used as a tap washer. 
 
MORELOS REPUBLIC COIN 
Tony Read also showed a Morales 8 reales coin from southern Mexico. It was dated 1813.   
These were copper-imitations of the Spanish silver dollar.  Morelos staged an insurrection in 
1813 and occupied territory in south and central Mexico. In 1814 he declared the 
independence of Mexico from Spain.  After a series of defeats he was captured and executed.  
 

 
 

Morelos 
 

 
 

The 8 reales Morelos coin of 1813  
 
This was one of a number of insurrections that is now called the Mexican War of 
Independence that ran for September 1810 to September 1821.  These armed conflicts 
resulted in Mexico’s independence from the Spanish Empire.  It was a number of local & 
regional struggles, more like a civil war. The declaration of Independence of the Mexican 
Empire was on 28 September 1821.  
 

The Mint in Mexico City was taken over by the insurrectionists. They then made Mexican 
Empire coins, not Spanish ones.  Between 1810 and 1821 the Spanish authorities could 
no longer control the country.  Spanish coin distribution became impossible. The Mint had 
to split its production all over the country. One workshop was at San Luis Potosi in Bolivia. 
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