ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 28™ APRIL 2026

NEWSLETTER OF THE
ORANGE COIN & STAMP
CLUB FOR 28" APRIL 2026

#281

OUR 2-DAY ORANGE COIN & STAMP EXPO
is on Saturday 23" and Sunday 24" May
2026. YOU NEED YOU TO COME!

Club members at our 2025 Orange Expo.

Our web-site is https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/
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The current Club
meeting is on this
Tuesday 28t April2026
at 7.30pm.

our next Mini-fair is on
Saturday morning 2" May
2026, from 9-12ish, at the
Orange Cultural Centre 1in
Sale St.

The next night meeting
after the March one, is on
Tuesday 26™ mMay 2026.

The Club normally
meets on the last
Tuesday of each month
(except January) at
7.30pm.

our mini-fairs are on
the first Saturday of
each month (except
January, from 9 to
12ish.

The Orange Club will
be holding its two 2-
day orange Coin &
Stamp Expo at the
orange High School
Hall on Saturday 23
and Sunday 24t May
2026.
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Our meetings and the monthly fair
are held in the Orange Cultural
Centre building Sale St, Orange.
It’s the building that used to be a
school. It’s on the right hand side
as you enter the Woolworths Car
Park.

ORANGE COIN & STAMP
EXPO IS RAPIDLY
COMING UPON US -on
Sat. 23" and Sun. 24"
MAY 2025.

Our main 2-day show of the year, Orange
Coin& Stamp Expo, at the Orange High
School Hall is scheduled for Saturday
23" and Sunday 24"™ May 2026.

This is the last meeting before Expo!

We need volunteers for 1-2 hour stints
the front desk especially on the
Saturday morning from 9 till midday,
as well as on the Saturday afternoon
from midday till 3pm, and the Sunday
from 9 till 2.

We seem to have quite a few members
who normally don’t actively
participate in our events. If that’s
you, you need to firstly to come to
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Expo, and secondly to do a stint on the
front desk.

We will be having a food hamper
raffle. Members could bring their
donation of non-perishable food items
to add to the hamper basket.

Members also need to start preparing
their competitive displays for:-

e The Andy Auld Perpetual Shield for
the “most popular display”,

e The MR Roberts Perpetual Shield for
the best numismatic display, and the
new,

e The Col & Eileen Davidson Shield
for best philatelic display.

There are plenty of numismatic
dealers coming, including Wynyard
Coins, Pacific Rim Coins, Orange
Stamps & Coins & Top End Coins
(plus Club dealers).

Stamp dealers are getting harder to
find. Thankfully Phil. and Win.
Morehouse are coming. Peter Neville
will also have a good range of
Australian stamp.

Bullion dealers include Larry’s

These dealers come to buy as well as
well.

DATES FOR 2026

Orange Coin & Stamp Club, 28" April
2026 meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural
Centre. Princes Hwy & Green St

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair,
Saturday 2™ May 2026, 9 to 12ish, at the
Orange Cultural Centre
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Parramatta Philatelic Society’s Open Day,
Saturday 9" May 2026, 10 to 4. At O.E.S. Hall,
Railway Street, Wentworthville.

Campbelltown Stamp Club, 10" May 2026.
Club meets on the 2nd Wednesday of every
month at 7:00 pm at St Thomas More Church
Hall, 43 Acacia Avenue, Ruse 2560.4ircraft on
Stamps.: David Miner

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, Saturday 16
May 2026, 9 to 5 & Sunday 17" May from 9
to 3, at Sturt Public School, White Avenue,
Kooringal (a Wagga suburb),

Orange Club’s Orange Coin &
Stamp Expo, Saturday 23" and
Sunday 24™ May 2026 at the
Orange High School Hall,

Woodward St, Orange. See ad on page
6.

Queensland Philatelic Council’s Bazaar Day.
24" May 2026, 8-3. 18 Coolcrest Street,
Wynnum, QId

Orange Coin & Stamp Club, 26" May 2026
meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural
Centre. Princes Hwy & Green St

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair,
Saturday 6™ June 2026, 9 to 12ish, at the
Orange Cultural Centre

Rockhampton Club’s Stamp Fair, Saturday
13% June 2026, 9-3; at Fox Hall, Gladstone Rd,
Rockhampton Qld

Northern Suburbs Philatelic Society’s A
Winters Day with Stamps, Saturday 18" July
2026, 10-4, at St Leonards Catholic Church
Hall. Dealers & suction at 2

Brisbane 2026 — Australian Full National
Date: 13th to 16th August 2026 Venue:
Sleeman Sports Complex, Old Cleveland Road
and Tilley Road, Chandler, QId Entries close
31st May 2026 Contact: Joan Orr NSW
Commissioner: Bruce Chadderton Email:
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kiwibrooce@yahoo.com Website:
www.qpc.org.au/queensland2026

Bendigo Stamp Fair, 29" August 2026, 9.30-
2.30, St Andrews Uniting Church Hall, 24
Myers St, Bendigo.

OUR SPRING FAIR 2025 COIN &
STAMP DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP
SUPPORTING THEM IN 2026

e M.R. Roberts’ Wynyard Coins, 3
Barrack St Sydney 2000; Ph (02) 9299
2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 Their e-mail
address is sales@wynyardcoins.com

¢ Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard
Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800;
Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02)
6362 2368, E-mail: -
howard.lyons@bigpond.com
Buying and Selling — Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

e Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown.
NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, New e-
mail 1s: -
phillipmorehouse401@gmail.com

e Top End Coins: Les Robinson, P.O.

Box 381, Nelson Bay. 2315 Phone:
0455 660
email: topendcoins@gmail.com

e Peter Neville Stamps. Orange.
Phone 0400754209
peternevillestamps@gmail.com or
www.ebay.com/str/stampsorangens

e Larry’s Bullion (Glenn Deveigne),
silver bullion bought and sold; phone
0458262302,
stillafriend2025@gmail.com
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TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO
CASH! GET SOME PAGES
READY FOR THE CLUPB’S
EXCHANGE BOOK

Colin needs members’ stamp pages for the next
stamp circuit book and the next coin/note circuit
books

Colin can be contacted direct at Email:
ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634.

ITEMS FOR THIS
NEWSLETTER AND
CORRESPONDENCE TO THE
CLUB

Items for this newsletter are always required. You
do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.
They need to be posted to the Editor, Derek
Dolstra, who is also the secretary at the Club’s
postal address: -PO Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or
better still e-mailed in Word format (pictures as
Jjpg files) to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au or Phone

02 63 614 872.

CLUB CONTACT DETAILS

Derek Dolstra, secretary & newsletter, Phone
02 63 614 873 & e-mail at
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au Also PO Box 9113,
Orange NSW 2800

Rob Willis, president rwillis@bigpond.com

Peter Neville, vice-president Phone
0400754209

Howard Lyons, treasurer Phone/fax (02) 6362
2368, E-mail: -howard.lyons@bigpond.com
Michael Burrough, digital publicity officer at
michael,burrough@gmail.com
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M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710
remains the same. Their e-mail address is

sales@wynyardcoins.com

lle Stamps

GlennDeveigne
0458262302

stillafriend2015@gmail.com

Orange Coin & Stamp Club Inc’s

2026 — Coin & Stamp Expo
is on

Saturday, 23" May 2026

From 9am to 3pm

& Sunday24th May, 2026

From 9am to 2pm

At the Orange High School Hall,

Cnr Summer and Woodward Streets, Orange
NSW dealers will be offering a range of Australian & World
stamps, coins & accessories.

Buying and Selling

Competitive stamp & coin displays
Admission $2, accompanied children free
5|
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THE 1957 5 RUPEE SILVER COIN OF SRI LANKA COMMEMORATING
BUDDHA

Tony Read showed a 5 Rupees silver coin of Sri Lanka at the March 2026
meeting.

This 1957 coin commemorated the 2500" Anniversary of Buddhism and
Buddha Jayanthi. It was minted from .925 silver, and had a mass of 28.2757g.
It was 39mm in diameter and had a thickness of 2.5mm. Mintage was 500,000
plus 1800 proof coins. 258,000 were melted down.

It was minted during the reign of Queen Elizabeth II. It is highly regarded
because of its design, by the engraver, Bernard Sindall. It was minted at the
Royal Mint - the “older” one that operated from Tower Hill, London from 1819 to
1975.
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The obverse design is an adaption from the Anuradhapura Moonstone. “2500”
appears at the centre. This is surrounded by petals around an inner annulus.
Outside of that is a ring (procession) of 2 sequences of an elephants, a horse, a
lion and a bull. Outside of that is a ring (procession) of sixteen geese, with
flowers hanging off their beaks.

The reverse features a Bodhi tree.

Sandakada pahana’s (in Sinhalese) — translated into English as moonstone are
an architectural feature of ancient Sri Lanka. They are carefully carved, semi-
circular stone slabs at the bottom of external staircases. | symbolises the cycle
of samsara in Buddhism.

The first Sandakada’s were created during the last stages of the Anuradhapura
Kingdom. It ran from 427BC to 1029 AD. They were only placed at the
entrance to Buddhist temples during that period.

The inner band of swans followed by one of foliage represented desire. The
next band of four animals following each other in procession symbolised the

noble truths or the four stages of life: - birth, old age, disease and death. The
outermost layer contained carvings of flames representing the never ending

cycle of life.
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TREASURES FROM THE SINKING OF TWO SHIPS: THE DOURU
& THE R.M.S. DOURO

Tony Read also spoke to the Club’s March meeting about the first Douro, a
schooner that was wrecked at Round Rock on Cornwall’s Scilly Islands on 28%
January 1843. It had sprung a leak in very rough weather on a voyage from
Liverpool to Oporto in Portugal. It carried textiles, bale goods, hemp and
munitions. Because of the large number of slave tokens on board it was
speculated that she was involved in the slave trade and was going to continue
to Africa. Alternately it was supplying s vessel bound for Africa for the Brazilian
slave trade.

These journeys were illegal following the 1807 Act abolishing slavery and the
1833 Slavery Abolition Act abolishing slavery in the British Empire. As a result
of this Act legislation 800,000 people were emancipated in the Empire and
£20million paid to owners as compensation.

The Douro was a wooden sailing ship built that had been built in1839, only 5
years before it sunk.

Tony Read showed some smaller manillas and a larger brass manilla recovered
from the wreck of the Douro.

8]



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 28™ APRIL 2026

Manillas were a form of currency circulated in West Africa that had been
circulating since the 14" Century. They were made from either brass or
copper.

Tony also had an unusual manilla form the Douro, designed for the Nigerian
trade that had two small crescents affixed to the bas of a larger crescent.

The early Portuguese navigators came across these copper bracelets and leg
bands in 1470. Then they were the principal type of money on the West African
coast. Later they decided to produce them for their own trade. They gave the
contract to metallurgical outfits — producing the crescent-shaped rings with flare
ends in wearable sizes.

They were used by Europeans for the West African trade from the 16" Century.
Later the manillas were called “slave trade” money when they started using

them to acquire slaves for the Americas.
91
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As well as leg bands manillas could be used as arm bands

Manillas varied in size and design. Their monetary value depended on size and
the demand for slaves and goods. The manillas recovered from the Douro were
manufactured in Birmingham.

AND THE WRECK OF THE R.M.S. DOURO

Tony also talked about the second Douro wreck, that of the R.M.S. Douro in
1882. It was a British passenger steamship (with auxiliary masts ship, owned by
the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. It had been built in 1865.

It was sunk in a collision on 15t April 1882 off Spain’s Cape Finisterre.

After 1869 the RMS Douro ran to Buenos-Aries in South America from
Southampton. She carried mail. And newspapers under contract, general
cargo and precious cargo, especially gold coins. On her last, the 62" voyage
she was transiting from Buenos-Aries via Brazil and Portugal.

At 10.45pm on a moonlit evening the 4™ Officer saw the Spanish steamer,
Yrurac Bat, approaching. It was too late to avoid a collision — when the Spanish
ship smashed into the side of the Douro. The Douro’s passengers abandoned
ship, but it sunk in 30 minutes in 460 metres of water. There were six fatalities
including the captain and five other officers.
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An adventurer, Thomas Pickford set out to find the wreck in 1949. He left a note
“Douro 1882 53,000 pounds”. Forty years later his son, Nigel, found the note
he decided to research the wreck.

The Douro lay undisturbed for nearly 100 years despite earlier attempts.
Sverker Hallstrom (and Hallstrom Holdings) used technology like was used in
the search for the Titanic.

It had a cargo of about 28 000 gold coins. Gold bars and most of the gold dust
was also discovered. Most of the coins were gold sovereigns. There were also
Brazilian and Portuguese coins.

They found the wreck in1993, but only got their hands on gold bars and coins in
1995. The Douro’s treasure was reported to the administration in Jersey. They
had to wait for 12 months before their treasure was released so they could get
their money back,

After this period all coins were sent to Spink and Son of London for
classification and some 10,000 were considered to be of collectible quality and
interest. Four months later a huge auction took place in London with the largest
collection of Sovereigns ever sold including some of the rarest.

A Melbourne Mint gold sovereign of 1875 from the R.M.S. Douro
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Tony added that the horde included some Melbourne Mint gold sovereigns.

By the late 1990’s thousands of the sovereigns had been sold. What was left
was returned to Hallstrom Holdings. They had another auction in 2001 of lesser
grade and common date coins. That seemed to flood the market for the next
few years.

Although thousands of the Douro’s sovereigns were sold in the late 1990’s it
was by no means all of them, the remainder were returned to Hallstrom
Holdings. Another large scale auction took place in Switzerland in 2001, this
consisted mostly of the lesser grade and more common date coins. It was
blamed for flooding the market for the next few years. By 2007 perhaps 20 000
sovereigns had been sold.

The remainder were of poorer quality, often showed reddish rust spots from
having been underwater for 114 years.
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MINGARY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

This short article on Mingary in South Australia was prompted by a 1906 postcard sent for Mingary to
Oodnadatta. It’s hard to find any postmarks from Mingary.

Mingary is just over the New South Wales border. It developed around the 1886 railway line that took
ore from Broken Hill to the smelter at Port Pirie. First there was a railway station and then there was a
community.

Now it’s a ghost town with not one building remaining, other than the former railway water tank.

THE MINGARY TYPE SC SQUARED-CIRCLE DATE-STAMP

The South Australian Study Group (2013) recorded the use of a 24%smm-diameter Type SC date-
stamp from 1891 to 1925. They gave it an “R” rarity rating.
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1906 HAPPY CHRISTMAS POSTCARD POSTED FROM MINGARY TO
OODNADATTA

The “Happy Christmas” floral (violets) postcard, shown above, was posted at Mingary on 21
December 1906 to "Mrs M Lennon / Oodnadatta / Far North". The writer was her son, who gives
his address as a line-side railway camp at “277 miles”. Mingary was 283 miles by rail from
Adelaide.

The address side shows an impression 1d rosine Queen Victoria side-face (Crown over ‘A’
watermark, perf 12 x 11%) stamp of 2" December 1905, cancelled by an impression of the Type
SC, 24¥%amm-diameter, "MINGARY / DE 21 /06 / S_A" squared circle date-stamp.
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The Mingary Story

The Mingary general store and Post Office, 1937. A Mr & Mrs A.G Schmidt ran it at that time. James
and Mary Maxwell operated it at the turn of the 19" Century

The Mingary Post Office opened 8th September 1891. The railway to Cockburn on the New South
Wales border had opened in 1886.

Mingary became Allowance Office in 1910. A Telephone Exchange opened in 1921. A public
Telephone Service opened at the Post Office on 15™ July 1925. Mingary became a Non-Official
Post Office in July 1927. Postcode 5440 was allocated in 1967.

The last day business was on 12" March 1974. Mingary was officially closed 31 March 1974. The
opening of the Standard Gauge railway on 12" January 1970 and the associated closure of the
parallel Narrow Gauge line obviated the need for the railway station to be attended. The railway
gangers were also replaced by mechanised gangs. The town died.

All that's left...the Narrow Gauge railway water tank

The Mingary Railway Station, had opened with the Cockburn to Port Pirie railway line. Because
New South Wales would not allow the South Australian railways to enter the state, the private
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Silverton Tramway operated trains from Broken Hill to the border at Cockburn. The Mingary
Railway Sation maintained a separate Railway Telegraph Office from 28™ September 1895 to 5
January 1909.

Mingary Railway Station circa-1930 on the old narrow-gauge main line from Port Pirie
to Cockburn and Broken hill

The short-lived Mingary Railway Station on the post-1970 Standard Gauge line. The
Narrow Gauge station had been demolished. This has now gone too!

e — e e

™ o a
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Mingary Railway Station yatd circa-1950
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A print of the Mingary Railway Station at the time of opening in 1886. The ganger’s accommodation
barracks are on the left. In 1915 there were a reported to have been 100 trains a day carting ore from
Broken Hill to the Port Pirie smelters

Mingary School, 1945

The store, post office and fuel depot was originally held by Keith Geldart from 1966 to 1971. It was a
combined post office, store & bank agency. It reportedly stocked men’s boots and work gear amongst a
wide range of items. This was before the railway was standardised in 1970. There also was an
Aboriginal family who camped down near the dam for many years. Where the Barrier Highway now
goes where the store and house was.

In 1929 residents built the Hall. It was to the north of the shop. It was there until a local lad set a fire
under its stage and it burned down.

There are now no buildings now standing in what had been the town of Mingary. The only remaining
structure is the former railway water tank.
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The site of Mingary though is still marked on recent maps, like that showing the Barrier Highway that
runs from Gawler to Broken Hill.
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THE CONGO CRISIS OF 1960's

Geoff Edwards introduced his talk to the March 2026 meeting of the Club by stating that the
early years of the independent Congo were dominated by crisis.

Colonial rule in the Congo began in the late-19™" Century when King Leopold of Belgium tried
to get the Belgian government interested in laying a claim to the unexplored jungles of the
Congo Basin. Belgium, unlike other European powers, had missed out on any colonial
expansion. The government were not that interested in the idea, so King Leopold decided to
set up a “personal” colony called the Congo Free State in 1885. It was his own private
property.

It was a large territory — the size of Western Australia. It includes 200 ethnic groups.

Congo Free State stamps were issued from 1886. The image, above, shows a Congo Free
State stamp of 1894.

But by 1900 violence had erupted between Free State Officials and the indigenous
Congolese. There was pressure for the Belgian government to intervene, which they did
in1908, by creating the Belgian Congo.
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The first Belgian Congo stamps were produced by overprinting Leopold’s Congo Free State
stamps.

The Belgian Congo produced a total of 46 stamps issues from 1909 to 1960

The 1957 definitive Flowers issues was an important issue, as were the 1959 definitive Wild
Animal’s issues in the period just before independence in1960.

18 |



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 28™ APRIL 2026

[Geoff showed his pages of these stamp sets to the meeting].

After independence in 1960 sheets of the Flowers and the 1959 Wild Animals stamps were
sold at a discount to the philatelic trade. They could often found in packets.

The idea of independence came to the minds of the indigenous Congolese during World War
Il. Belgium had been occupied by the Nazis and was completely cut off from the colony. As a
result a determined African nationalist movement evolved in the Belgian Congo during the
1950s.

The main problem with this new pro-independence movement, from the start, that it was,
deeply divided along ethnic lines. The groups all hated each other.

The largest group was the Mouvement National Congolais with Patrice Lumumba as leader.
Their main rival was the Alliance des Bokongo. Said they needed to be run as the inheritors
of the pre-Belgian Kingdom of Kongo.

The Confédération des Associations Tribales du Katanga was Katangan party led by Moise
Tshombe, was the third major organisation.

Their separate visions of independence led to the massive & violent riots that broke out in
January 1959 in Leopoldville. These continued into 1960. This upheaval preceded internal
tribal fighting in Kasai province that spread to the capital in May 1960. Belgium’s inability to
resolve these problems reinforced anti-colonial attitudes in America and the United Nations.
The white community became increasingly alarmed. As law and order broke down they
formed white militia groups. Lots of people got killed.

As a fallout from the riots, a sequence of round table conferences were held in Brussels from
January 1960 on, to look for solutions. The Belgian government wanted another 30 years
before granting independence, but the African delegates demanded independence on 30%
June 1960.

That happened. The Belgian government organised elections for May 1960. Independence
was proclaimed on 30" June 1960.

The Belgian government hoped that whites could keep their administrative roles. This was
resented by the indigenous population, who wanted them out.
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Typical airmail covers sent from Elizabethville to Belgium in early-1960. Sabena flew daily to
Elizabethville. The correspondents all wanted out.

Black non-commissioned officers in the Force Publique mutinied. Their mutiny/insurrection
spread quickly across the country. White officers and civilians were attacked. Their properties
were looted and women were raped. They fled to neighbouring countries like. The World
press started to express horror.

Mutinous Force Publique soldiers started to occupy Leopoldville in 1960
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The Belgian Army (and Navy) then decided to enter the large towns throughout the country.
They clashed with Congolese regular and irregular forces as they entered places like
Léopoldville. This fighting triggered the exodus of most of the Congo's 10,000 European civil
servants.

Many moved temporarily to Belgium’s other colony Ruanda-Urundi. On 15t July 1962 this
became the two independent monarchies of Burundi and Rwanda.

[Geoff Edwards showed pages of the early Burundi stamp issues]

The Congolese administration was in disarray. Most of the government ministries including
the post office were unable to function.

As soon as independence was granted in June 1960, the ‘flowers’ and the ‘wild animals’
issues were quickly overprinted with “CONGO”: -

R N R R R R i

The 1960 Congo Christmas stamp issue was an overprint of the 1959 Belgian Congo stamp.

[Geoff then showed his sheets of these overprinted Congo stamps to the meeting, as well as
the 1960 Independence Day stamp: -]
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But as the post office was now in in near-total disarray not many these stamps got to be used
on actual mail.

Worse still, weeks later on 11t July 1960, Moise Tshombe, declared the Congo's

southern province of Katanga independent as the State of Katanga. They nominated
Elisabethville as its capital. Tshombe nominated himself as president. Tshombe said "We are
seceding from chaos”. Katanga was a mineral-rich region. It had always had traditional
economic ties with the Copper-belt of adjacent Northern Rhodesia. It had few ties with the
rest of the Congo. Even the Belgians administered it separately from the rest of the country.
The Union Miniére du Haut Katanga (UMHK), was the largest mining company in Katanga. It
had been supporting Tshombe before independence but were worried about nationalisation.

[At that point Geoff passes around a large, almost 1kg ashtray carved from malachite, a green
copper carbonate mineral extracted from the mines in the Katangan copper belt.]

The Belgian government provided military support to Katanga and ordered its civil servants in
the region to remain in their posts. Tshombe also recruited mercenaries, mainly whites from
South Africa and the two Rhodesia’s. Although supported by the Belgians, Katanga, however,
never received formal diplomatic recognition from any country.

President of Katanga was Moise Tshombe

Katanga did produce quite a number of stamp issues from 1960 to 1963. The first were
overprints of Belgian Congo issues. They were not recognised by the International Postal
Union, but were used on a daily basis where the postal system actually worked.
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Less than a month after the Katangese secession, on 8 August, a section of Kasai

Province situated slightly to the north of Katanga also declared its autonomy. It called itself
the Mining State of South Kasai (Sud-Kasai) based around the city of Bakwanga. South
Kasai was much smaller than Katanga, but was also a mining region. It was largely populated
by the Luba ethnic group. The breakaway state was centred around the diamond mining
industry.

Congolese troops eventually over-ran this small republic in 1962.

South Kasai issued its first stamps in 1961, starting with overprints on Belgian Congo stamps
reading "Etat Autonome du Sud-Kasai". It issued only 26 stamps and a single mini-sheet in its
short existence. There was only limited circulation during political turmoil following its August
1960 secession, with many philatelic items produced more for collector sale than postal use,

often sold to wholesalers below face value.
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Around the World there was disquiet about Belgium’s support for these two secessionist
states. The U.N. called for the removal of Belgian troops from Katanga. The UN Secretary
General, Dag Hammarskjold, said this crisis would be an opportunity to demonstrate the U.N.
as a peace-keeping force, He suggested the sending of a multinational contingent
Subsequently UN Security Council Resolution 143 of 14" July called for the withdrawal of
Belgian troops and their replacement with a U.N. Force.

Their arrival was welcomed by Lumumba. The problem was, that they could only be used to
“maintain law and order’. The U.N refused to allow them to assist the Congolese army in
taking back Katanga and South Kasai. They had to do that themselves.

Patrice Lumumba then asked for support for the American president, Dwight Eisenhower.
“Ike” refused to help. Unhappy, he then turned to Russia. So Russia sent weapons and
1,000 military advisers. This is when the C.I.A. became involved.

Lumumba’s move split the Congolese government. The West wanted him removed from
power. Tshombe demanded of the Congolese president, Kasa-Vubu that Lumumba be
sacked. Kasa-Vubu announced on 5" December 1960 on national radio that he had
unilaterally dismissed Lumumba, using the massacres in liberating South Kasai as a pretext.
Lumumba in turn tried to dismiss Kasa-Vubu, but couldn’t get support.

In turn, Mobutu launched a coup and replaced Kasa-Vubu and Lumumba with a College of
Commissionaires. Soviet military advisers were summarily asked to leave. Lumumba was
placed under house arrest.

Kasa-Vubu was re-appointed president in February 1961. But from then on Mobutu was
effectively in charge.

Members of the MNC-L fled to Stanleyville in the country’s east. These were led by Antoine
Gizenga, who formed a (yet another) rebel government in November 1960. This was in
opposition to the central Congo government in Léopoldville. The Gizenga government was
recognised by some states, including the Soviet Union and China, as the official government
of the Congo. They claimed that they could call on an approximate 5,500 troops - compared
to the central government's 7,000. Faced with U.N. pressure, the Gizenga government,
however, collapsed in January 1962 after Gizenga was arrested.

Patrice Lumumba, first prime minister arrives for early talks about independence in Brussels in 1960
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Patrice Lumumba escaped house arrest and fled towards Stanleyville. He was re-captured
and taken back to Leopoldville. The Russians demanded his release. He was taken to
Katanga, well away from the U.N. peace-keepers, where he was executed with the
assistance of Belgian troops.

Lumumba’s portrait subsequently appeared on the stamps of the USSR and other counties
like Ghana, Mongolia and Burundi as a ‘hero of anti-colonialism”: -

Canada’s main role on the U.N. Force to the Congo was to set up communication systems.
Free mail privileges were approved for the UN force. Canadian CFPO 5046 operated at
Leopoldville. This mail service was available to the troops of other countries who participated
in the U.N.’s Congo operation. The advanced party arrived in Leopoldville in August 1960.
There was no other way of getting mail from the east to the west of the Congo. The
government postal system had broken down.
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UN
OPERATION
IN THE

CONGO

On 24" October 1962 the United Nations Postal Administration issued two stamps to
recognize the operations in the Congo.

By 1961, The U.N. Force consisted of nearly 20,000 men. Although they were prevented
them from taking sides, they had a mandate to arrest foreign mercenaries. In September
1961, an attempt to detain a group of Katangese mercenaries without using violence went
wrong and turned into a fire-fight. Their claim to impartiality was tested in mid-September
when a company of Irish UN troops were captured by numerically superior Katangese forces
following a six-day siege in Jadotville. They were held as prisoners.

Katanga released the captured Irish soldiers in mid-October as part of a cease-fire

deal. There was now American support for the UN mission, and the murder of ten Italian UN
pilots in Port-Empain in November 1961 strengthened international demands to resolve the
situation.

Earlier, on 18 September 1961, Hammarskjold flew to Ndola, just across the border

in Northern Rhodesia, to attempt to broker a cease-fire between UN and Katangese

forces. His aircraft crashed before landing at Ndola Airport, killing him and everybody else on
board.

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO
POSTE wad()C

.

HOMMAGE A DAG HAMMARSKJOLD
T 1961

The 1963 Hammarskjold commemorative stamp
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U.N. troops and the Katangan Gendarmerie came face-to-face at near Elisabethville on 24"
December 1962. It escalated into a battle. A cease-fire could not then be achieved, so the
U.N. launched their Operation Grandslam. They were able to occupy Elizabethville.

Swedish UN troops advancing upon the town of Kamina
Tshombe left the country. A ceasefire was finally agreed on. The U.N. gradually overran the
rest of Katanga and on 17" January Tshombe quit his final stronghold at Kolwezi. That was
the end of the Katangan Republic.

Following the invasion of Katanga negotiations started for a new national government. A new
constitution was prepared.

A 1963 postage stamp commemorating the "reconciliation” of the political factions in the
Congo after the end of the Katangese secession

Under Tshombe's interim government, fresh elections were scheduled for 30 March, but the
worst happened. In 1964 Rebellions broke out in the central and eastern parts of the Congo.

The Kwilu Rebellion broke out on 16 January 1964 in Kwilu Province. More disruption and
uprisings then spread to Kivu in the east and later to Albertville. This sparked further
insurrection elsewhere in the Congo and the outbreak of the larger Simba Rebellion. The
rebels began to expand their territory and rapidly advance northwards, capturing Port-
Empain, Stanleyville, Paulis and Lisala between July and August.

The rebels, who called themselves "Simbas" (from the Kiswahili word for "lion"), had a
populist but vague ideology, loosely based on communism, which prioritised equality and
aimed to increase overall wealth.

From the end of August 1964 the rebels began to lose ground. In November 1964, the
Simbas rounded up the remaining white population of Stanleyville and its environs. The
whites were held hostage. Belgian paratroopers landed in Stanleyville and quickly secured
the hostages.
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Belgian paratroopers arrive at Stanleyville airport to rescue the European population

The Simba Secessionists ran a primitive local postal system. Some Congolese stamp issues
were overprinted in their occupation of Stanleyville between 5 August and 24 November 1974
with “REPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE”: -

Things got a little easier in the Congo after 1965 with the nation united. The toll of the 1960’s
crisis was at least 100,000 killed. Most were massacres of civilians.

Stanley Gibbons lists 67 stamp issues for the Republic of Congo up t01971 after which the
country became known as Zaire. Congo Republic stamps are originally denominated in
Belgian Francs. In 1967 the currency was changed to the Likuta, 100 of which equalled 1
Sengi.

[Geoff Edwards who lived in Zambia at this time was thanked for his talk and the interesting
stamp pages he passed around].
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