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NEWSLETTER OF THE 

ORANGE COIN & STAMP 

CLUB FOR 28th OCTOBER 

2025 
#276 

2025 is our 60th Year 

 

 
 

Caught taking a lunch break at our 2024 Expo was a group of the Club’s numismatists. At 

left, seated is Steve Kay, then Tony Read, our retiring president after 10 years in the seat. 

Standing is Rob Willis, our new president. At right is Kevin Capnerhurst. 

 

Our web-site is https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/ 

https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/
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THIS CURRENT ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON 

THIS TUESDAY NIGHT 28th 

OCTOBER 2025 at 7.30.   

 

Our current monthly meeting is at 

the Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30 

on this Tuesday 28th October 

2025.  It is a normal monthly 

meeting. 
 

 

The next night meeting after 

that is on Tuesday night, 

7.30pm 25th November 2025.   

The Club does not meet in 

December. 

 

Our next monthly coin & stamp 

mini-fair is in the Orange 

Cultural Centre is on  

Saturday 1st November 2025 

from 9 to ‘middayish’.    

 

There is a Saturday morning mini-

fair on Saturday 6th December 

 

 
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair 

are held in the Orange Cultural 

Centre building Sale St, Orange. 

It’s the building that used to be a 

school. It’s on the right hand side 

as you enter the Woolworths Car 

Park.  

 

 
 

THE BIG NEWS IS THAT 

OUR 2-DAY ORANGE 2025 

SPRING FAIR IS ON 

SATURDAY 15th and 

SUNDAY 16th NOVEMBER 

2025 

It’s on Saturday the 15th from 9am to 3pm. It’s 

on Sunday the 16th from 9am to 2pm. 

The venue is the usual Orange High School 

Hall in Woodward St (the highway going 

towards Molong.  
 

The entrance to parking and the Hall is opposite 

the United fuel service station; and just before 

the traffic lights. Admission to the Hal is $2 

(accompanied kids are free).  

 

MR Roberts Wynyard Coins are coming as are 

Top End Coins and Win & Phil Morehouse 

stamps.  Howard Lyons will have his usual 

table as will a range of Club coin and stamp 

dealers. 

 

Members are needed for the front desk.   It is 

also important that members provide a range of 

displays to fill the trestle tables in the middle of 

the Hall.  

 

 
 
 

DATES FOR 2025 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club, October 28th 

meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre. This is our last meeting for 2025. 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 

Saturday 1st November 2025, 9 to 12ish, at 

the Orange Cultural Centre.  

 

Hobart National 1-frame Exhibition and 

Stamp Show, at Hobart Town Hall 30th 

October to Sunday 2nd November. Entries 

close 4th August.  
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Fishers Ghost Stamp Fair, Sunday 2nd 

November 2025, from 9am at Campbelltown 

Civic Centre, Cnr Broughton and Queen 

Streets, Campbelltown. 2 auctions 11am and 

2pm. 

 

Mudgee Note Mudgee Coin Note and 

Stamp Club trade fair, 8th November 2025 

10-1pm at Club Mudgee 

 

Orange Coin &Stamp Club’s 2-day 

2025 Spring Fair, Saturday 15th 

November and Sunday 16th November 2025 

at the Orange High School Hall, Woodard St 

Orange. See page 6for details 
 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Club’s Stamp and 

Coin Fair, 22nd and 23rd November 2025, 

starts at 9am,  Sturt Public School, White 

Avenue, Kooringal [a Wagga suburb] 2650 

 

AUSVIPEX 2025 - Australian Virtual 
Philatelic Exhibition 

27th November 2025 - 28th February 2026 

The Australian Virtual Multi-Frame Philatelic 

Exhibition, AUSVIPEX 2025 

Organised by: Australian Philatelic 

Federation (APF).  

Official Website: www.ausvipex2025.com 

AUSVIPEX 2025 brings together collectors and 

exhibitors from Australia and around the world, 

using the internet to share philately without 

borders. 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 
Saturday 6th December 2025, 9 to 12ish, at the 

Orange Cultural Centre 

 

OUR 2025 ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 

The Club’s annual general meeting was held 

after the monthly September meeting on 30th 

September 2025 

 Rob. Willis as declared elected 

as president. 

 Peter Neville was declared 

elected as vice-president 

 Howard Lyons was re-elected 

as treasurer 

 Derek Dolstra was re-elected 

as secretary 

 The three ordinary members 

elected to the management 

committee were: -  

Kevin Capnerhurst 

Richard Gammie 

Col. Davidson 
 

Tony Read, as retiring president, was 

confirmed as the fourth member. 
 
Derek Dolstra was re-elected as 

newsletter editor. 

Howard Lyons was elected publicity 

officer 

Michael Brough was re-elected as 

webmaster with responsibility for all 

digital publicity 
 

OUR ORANGE 2025 COIN & STAMP 

EXPO DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP 

SUPPORTING THEM  

 

  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 

6362 2368, E-mail: -

howard.lyons@bigpond.com  

Buying and Selling – Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  

 

 Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown. 

NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, New e-

mail is: - 

phillipmorehouse401@gmail.comWorl

d-wide stamps bought and sold  

 

 Top End Coins:   Les Robinson, P.O. 

Box 381, Nelson Bay. 2315  Phone: 

0455 660 

email:  topendcoins@gmail.com 

 

 Peter Neville Stamps.  Orange. 

Phone 0400754209   

peternevillestamps@gmail.com  or 

www.ebay.com/str/stampsorangens 

https://ausvipex2025.com/
mailto:topendcoins@gmail.com
mailto:peternevillestamps@gmail.com
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ORANGE STAMPS & COINS 

AUCTION WAS HELD ON 25th 

OCTOBER  
 

Howard Lyon’s Orange Stamps and Coins 

auction #9 was held at the Orange High 

School Hall on Saturday 25th October 2025. 
 

Attendee numbers were a bit down, but many 

of the philatelic and numismatic lots went to 

postal bidders from “out of town”.  

 
 

VALE – GORDON 

SOUTHWELL 1944-2025 

 

 

Long-time member Gordon Southwell passed 

away on 12th October 2025.   

Gordon has been a member since 26th March 

1996.  He was a keen collector of Australian 

& Australian Territories’ stamps. 

Unfortunately Gordon went into care at 

Wontama last year as his general health (and 

hearing) failed. 

Gordon’s funeral was held at the Eugowra 

Cemetery on 24th October 2025. 

 

MUDGEE COIN NOTE & 

STAMP CLUB TRADE FAIR 8th 

NOVEMBER 2025 
 

The Mudgee Coin Note and Stamp Club is 

having a trade fair on the 8th November 2025, 

10am-1pm at Club Mudgee, and they inviting 

our members to participate.  
 

Alexandra Papworth has said that we can 

either have a trade table (to sell goods) or 

display space (presentation of small 

collectables). Tea and coffee, and lunch on 

the day will be provided. 
 

They wold like anyone interested to RSVP by 

the 1st September.   

 

If you have any questions please feel free to 

contact Alexandra Papworth, Hon Sec., on   

0478766762 

 

TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO 

CASH! GET SOME PAGES 

READY FOR THE CLUB’S 

EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin needs coin and stamp pages for the next 

stamp circuit book and the next coin/note circuit 

books    

Colin can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634. 
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ITEMS FOR THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND 

CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB 
 

Items for this newsletter are always required. You 

do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.  

They need to be posted to the Editor, Derek 

Dolstra, who is also the secretary at the Club’s 

postal address: -PO Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or 

better still e-mailed in Word format (pictures as 

jpg files) to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au   or Phone 

02 63 614 872.    

 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 
remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NZ Post’s 2023 Katherine Mansfield stamps set 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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Everyone is welcome to come to the 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club Inc.’s    

2025 Spring Fair 

  

Saturday 15th November, 2024 

  

 From 9am to 3pm  
  

Sunday 16th November, 2024 

9am to 2pm 

    

At the Orange High School Hall, 

Cnr Summer and Woodward Streets, Orange  

(Off-street parking available, turn left opposite  

United Petrol Station in Woodward St, just prior to the traffic lights.)  

  

NSW dealers will be offering a range of Australia & World stamps, 
coins, banknotes & accessories. They also come to Orange to buy. 

  
There will be stamp & coin displays & kids’ show-bags 

 

It’s a great chance for you to have all those old 
stamps, coins & banknotes valued. 

  

Admission $2-00, accompanied children always free. 
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Campbelltown District Philatelic 
Society Inc.  
 

 
 

Proudly present Fisher's Ghost 
Festival 21st Annual Stamp Fair 

 

 

 

Campbelltown Civic Centre - Corner Queen & 
Broughton Streets Sunday 2nd November, 2025  
 
Doors Open 9 a.m. Free Entry Free Parking Easy walking 
distance from Campbelltown Railway Station and Bus Stops 
Stamp Auctions held at 11.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m. Stamp 
dealers available for valuations and sales of stamps 
Club Circuit Books also available 
 

Come and join us to see what stamp collecting is all 
about. Meet new people and start collecting New club 
memberships welcome - $10 for the first year; $5 
thereafter Enquiries Club President: Bill — 0420 530 277 
Club Secretary: David - secretarycdps@outlook.com 
Campbelltown District Philatelic Society Inc. 
Inaugurated 1972 P.O. Box 478 Campbelltown 2560 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 34 WITH “Simpy” 
 

The following items have been sourced from various Australian Post Office Stamp Preview 
Bulletins. 
 
1983 No 164: First day of issue facilities will be introduced on January 1983 at numerous 
NSW post offices including: Adelong, Ardlethan, Batlow, Berrigan, Coolamon, Culcairn, 
Harden, Henty, Holbrook, Jerilderie, Kapooka MILPO, Leeton, Lockhart, Narrandera, South 
Wagga Wagga, The Rock, Tumbarumba, Urana, Wagga Wagga RAAF, Yanco and Yenda. 
 
1983 No 168: New postage rates to apply from 3 October 1983, the basic rate for standard 
articles will rise by 3 cents to 30 cents. 
 
Australia Post announced the introduction of Intelpost – the first of a new range of electronic 
mail services that will allow an overall two-hour document transfer and delivery service 
between capital cities and major regional centres.  
 
A special postmark was available at the temporary post office at the Henty Field Days, Henty 
NSW from 20 - 22 September 1983. 
 

 
 

1983 N0 169: The 75th Anniversary of the Birth of Sir Donald Bradman was commemorated 
with a special pictorial postmark at Cootamundra NSW. 
 
1984 No 170: A pre-stamped envelope will be issued on 24 January 1984 commemorating 
the birth of Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blamey who was born near Wagga Wagga NSW on 
that date in 1884. He joined the regular army in 1906 and served in both world wars. 
 
The bulletin also announced the introduction of postage label vending machines 
(manufactured by Frama in Switzerland). The machines were to commence operation on 22 
February 1984 and the first paper used became known as Barred Edge.  
 
1984 No 171: Details were provided of Australia’s first international philatelic exhibition 
AUSIPEX 84 to be held at the Royal Exhibition Building, Melbourne from 21 - 30 September 
1984. 
 
1984 No 172: Clipper Ships and Skiing in Australia were the subject of two new stamp issues 
scheduled for release in May and June 1984.Each issue consisted of four different stamps. 
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In conjunction with AUSIPEX 84, a large miniature sheet comprising seven different 30 cent 
stamps would be issued on opening day. A replica card will also be issued featuring two 
King George V unissued designs. The card was available from the Executive Officer of 
AUSIPEX 84 rather than Australia Post.       
 
Australia Post Philatelic Sales Centres continue to sell new issues form the following 
countries on an agency basis: Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Pitcairn Islands and Samoa in 
addition to Christmas Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Nauru and Norfolk Island. 
 

 
 

1984 No 173: Australia Post has arranged a special flight from Cootamundra NSW (my home 
town) to Darwin NT in December 1984. The flight will commemorate the first stage of the 
establishment of the first regular air mail service between Australia and England which 
commenced on 10 December 1934. The covers were back stamped on arrival in Darwin. (I 
was back living in Cootamundra at the time and arranged a couple of private covers to be 
carried on the flight. The Cootamundra Stamp Club also produced 2000 numbered souvenir 
covers for the event. The covers were designed by local resident Robert Newman) 
 
1984 No 176: An attractive issue of 5 x 33 cent stamps depicting Colonial Military Uniforms in 
se-tenant format were scheduled for issue on 25 February 1985. 
 
1999 No 249: The first 13 pages were devoted to matters associated with the Australia 99 
World Stamp Expo to be held in Melbourne from 19 – 24 March, including stamp issues, 
joint issue mini sheets with Ireland and Canada and Navigators of Australia mini sheets. 
 
1999 No 250: New issues for the period May – July include Children’s TV se-tenant strip of 5, 
Perth Mint Centenary $2 stamp, 100 Years of Test Rugby set of 4 and Nature of Australia set 
of 4.  
 

From Peter Simpfendorfer 
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DURING THE BOER WAR - MARSHALL HOLE MONEY   
   

By Alan McRae  
  
One of the interesting series or money issued during the Boer War was the emergency series issued by 

Marshall Hole in South Africa. Hugh Marshall Hole decided to follow Baden-Powell’s lead and 

dispensed his own interim ‘postage stamp money’ which became known as ‘card currency.  
  

Left – the reverse side of the notes which was personally 

signed.  
  
The struggle for political domination in South Africa, 

principally between the English and Dutch settlers and 

indigenous settlers, led to the issuing of stamp currency 

during the Boer War.  This war took place in the late 

1800s and early 1900s. The history of Africa has often 

been violent confrontation, and this war was no 

exception.  Probably the bloodiest and most famous 

conflict was the Anglo-Boer War from 1899 until 

1902.  South Africa was divided into several colonies - 

the Cape of Good Hope and Natal occupied by the English settlers and the Dutch settlers, known as the 

Boers, occupying the Transvaal area, which was known as the South African Republic and the Orange 

Free State.   
  
In November of 1899, the Boers seized much of the railway system north of Vryberg - the railway being 

vital for their supplies and transportation of troops.  This was to be one of the first actions in the conflict 

which led to one of the best-known sieges to take place - the Siege of Mafeking.  The English however 

controlled Southern Rhodesia to the north but were soon blockaded by the Boers.  The local inhabitants 

began to hoard all the money they could.  The shortage of 

coins soon reached crisis point as no new supplies of specie 

could be obtained due to the blockade.   
  
 

Right - The obverse of a Marshall Hole’s card valued at a 

florin or two shillings. Numbers of values were issued and 

included 2d, 3d, 4d, 6d, 1/-, 2/-, 2/6, 4/-, 5/- and 10/-. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The government appointed Secretary for Matabeleland, at the time, was Hugh Marshall Hole.  He came 

up with the idea to use postage stamps of the British South Africa Company as they had considerable 

stocks on hand and it would help them also by selling them.  Hole passed the idea around and found that 

it was generally acceptable.  Hole intended to have the stamps mounted on small pieces of thick card.  He 

had printed on the reverse of the card "THE CIVIL COMMISSIONER, BULAWAYO - Please pay in 

cash to the person producing this card the face value of the stamps affixed thereto if presented on or after 

the 1st August, 1900.  This card must be produced for redemption no later than 1st October, 1900."  Hole 
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signed the back of each card after they hand been overprinted and had a circular hand stamp 

"ADMINISTRATION OFFICE - BULAWAYO" applied in blue ink.  This seemed to make the issue 

more "official" and more readily acceptable though there was little else that locals could do about the 

situation.   
  
The local newspaper's printery the Chronicle Printing Works in Bulawayo printed all the cards.  Their 

supplies of card must have been hard to find as several different types of cardboard were used.  Various 

stamp values were used with only one stamp being applied to each card.  Many pieces were redeemed 

later making them quite rare today as most of the redeemed ones were burnt. Most of the notes seen today 

have a corner cut or torn off when they were redeemed.     
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 30TH SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

13  

 

A Man of Substance … a Man of Renown 

By Col. Davidson  

  

Some men work hard all of their lives to attain a 
position of renown in the community. Others 
secure this position through the circumstances of 
their birth. I became a man of substance by 
adding a Kyee Zee to my collection of primitive 
money.   
 
The Kyee Zee is a bronze drum or gong which 
has become completely entwined in the culture 
and ritual life of the Karen people of north 
Thailand/ Burma and also of the Kha of northern 
Laos. The drums are by no means small - usually 
measuring between 45-55 cm in height and 65-75 
cm in diameter and weighing about 19 kg. They 
are of cylindrical shape with the body increasing 
in diameter as it nears the overlapping 
“drumhead”.   
 

The drums are also called “rain”, “frog”, “Karen”, “Kha” or “Laotian” and, related to the idea 
of fertility, are always decorated with cast bronze frogs (symbols of water and rain) on the 
perimeter of the top or tympanum. Sometimes there are single frogs — in other cases 
groups of two or three set one upon the other in piggy-back fashion (said to be in the act 
of coupling). Other impressed decorations are included in concentric rings on the 
tympanum which begin at a central star (or sun symbol) in the centre. The designs 
between the concentric bands range from animals and grain to geometric motifs, but all 
can be interpreted as fertility symbols. The booming of the drum is likened to the roar of 
distant thunder of the bellowing of a bullfrog, the harbinger of rain. The wall of the drum 
also has bands of design and occasionally a parade of miniature, realistically cast animals 
marching downwards. My drum has three beautifully cast elephants followed by three 
snails — both being important animals in Karen life and culture.   
 
Made by Giants   
 
According to legend, the drums were made by the Kha Chuang, a now extinct race of 
giants of Laos. However, research strongly suggests that they were made in eastern 
Burma by Shan craftsmen for their primary customers, the Karen, a distinct minority 
people living in the mountains which separate Burma and Thailand. They were made by 
the lost wax method and are superb examples of the craft.  The drums are, in fact, merely 
a late manifestation of a long tradition of bronze drum manufacture in southern China and 
northern Indochina that dates back at least two millennia. The first written evidence of the 
earlier drums mentions them as trophies of Chinese conquest in the 2nd Century BC.   
Although the oldest types are estimated to have been made as early as the third century 
BC, the current frog drums are known to have been manufactured well into the 19th 
Century and, in a few locations in Burma, into the twentieth century. Some “frog” drums 
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are said to be 700 years old, but other writers state that those still being used by the 
Karen and Kha are no more than one or two centuries old.   
Spirit Drums   
 
The Karen are animists who believe in Nats - spirits that reside in rocks, trees, water and 
other objects. At times these spirits might prove dangerous, and to ensure that all went 
well, they had to be regularly appeased with sacrifices, offerings and taboos.   
Being primitive agriculturists, the Karen depended on the elements for their welfare and 
livelihood. Consequently, it is not surprising that their highly prized drums were an 
important part of agricultural rituals to secure abundant rainfall. One of their traditional 
uses is said to have been as a magical means of calling down the rain in dance 
ceremonies.   
 

  

 
They are also beaten at other important farming rituals such as those at rice planting and 
harvest time. The valuable seed grain for the next year’s crop was sometimes kept safely 
in the resonance case of a frog drum, which in addition to preventing rats from climbing up 
was thought to impart a magic power which enhanced the efficacy of the germinating 
process.   
 

 
 

Karen drum from Thailand - on a frame 
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To the Karen the deep sonorous tones of the drum were considered pleasing to the 
presiding Nat spirits of the mountains. The resulting echoes signified their approval, thus 

guaranteeing good fortune to the people. The drums were also used to 
summon the Karen ancestor spirits to remind them to be on hand to 
witness important ceremonies such as marriages, house-warmings and 
funerals. At the same time the sound of the drums implored them to look 
kindly on their kin and, when necessary in times of stress and misfortune, 
to use their good offices in securing favours from the Nat spirits to ease the 
burdens of those below.   
 
The Karen also believed that a spirit resides within the drum and at times it 
was thought beneficial to appease it with small bowls of liquor and rice. 
Failure to do so might result in the early death of the owner, so any 
changes to the surface of the drum were carefully noted. For example, 
condensation on the surface was regarded as a bad omen; it was 
interpreted as weeping and, if nothing was done, sickness and death could 
result. To avert such a calamity, a ritual was performed with the blood of a 
chicken to appease the spirit of the drum.   
 
The Karen used to store their treasures in the drums and bury them 
secretly in the ground. They believed that they could take their 
possessions with them after death and were known to bury the drums with 
their dead owners.   
 
Drums were frequently beaten to heighten morale before Karen warfare. 
Such warfare generally consisted of making a lightning raid into a rival 
village, killing the inhabitants and firing the longhouse in which they lived. A 
successful outcome was naturally a cause for celebration and involved 
further beating of the drums.  Lacquered and gold-leafed frog drums set in 
horizontal stands were important items of ritual in the Thai court. They 
were beaten when the king appeared and have been used by Thai royalty 
even up to recent times. In 1982 they were part of the paraphernalia in a 
procession in which Queen Sirikit took part.   
 
True Money   

The Karen people of north Thailand/ Burma have always regarded the frog 
drum as their most precious possession, believing that ownership 
bestowed the triple boons of wealth, status and security on those fortunate 
enough to own one.   

 
An English district officer in Burma in 1857 remarked that they were so highly valued that 
“in the more remote villages even children were purchased with them” and a Dr Mason 
wrote in 1868 that no Karen was considered rich without a frog drum, regardless of what 
his other possessions might be.   
 
In the past, drums have been used as tribute and valued gifts to the various overlords of 
Southeast Asia. They were an item of tribute to the ancient Thai kings as is evidenced by 
the numerous examples seen today in the royal palaces in Bangkok.   
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Anyone with items of value endeavoured to turn them into a frog drum. Such drums were 
insurance against crop failure and famine, for they could be readily converted into food in 
cases of hardship. They could be owned by either individuals, or clans. A village with many 
drums was the envy of one without and wars were undertaken to carry them off. They 
were the original cause of many intertribal feuds; revenge for their loss being nursed from 
generation to generation and was only satisfied by more Kyee Zees or more lives.  The 
value of a drum depends on the metal content, the tonal quality, the artistry of design and 
its ritual efficiency. Some of the more notable drums were given special names such as 
“great resonance”, “pure tone” etc. All could be used in the settlement of quarrels, in the 
redemption of captives, to ransom a village or to obtain a wife.   
 

The Karens attach a fabulous value to these gongs and pay absurd prices for those that 
have good tones. They say that when a good Kyee Zee is struck it softens the heart, and 
the women weep for the friends they have lost or from whom they are separated.  
According to Karen tradition the owner of one of these drums stood higher in the 
community than “if he possessed seven elephants”. And so, among the Karen people at 
least, I am indeed, a man of substance……. a man of renown. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

A TALE OF TWO BROTHERS & THEIR RELATIVES 
 
 

 
 

Ptolemy VI became Pharaoh of Egypt in 180BC and married his sister (Cleopatra II) 
fifteen years later. They had two children, one of them being a daughter (Cleopatra III). 
Now this girl was the daughter of Cleopatra II but, being also the daughter of her mother’s 
brother, was her niece as well and, since her father was her mother’s brother, this made 
her father her uncle. 
 
When Ptolemy VI died Cleopatra II married his brother Ptolemy VIII, who was also her 
brother. This made her his sister, his sister-in-law and his wife. They had a son whom they 
named Ptolemy Memphites. Now, since this son and Cleopatra III were children of 
Cleopatra II, they were brother and sister – however, since his father was his sister’s uncle 
– being her mother’s brother, they were also first cousins and his father was his uncle. 
  

 Now it becomes interesting. Ptolemy VIII then, while still married to Cleopatra II, married 
his sister/wife’s daughter (Cleopatra III) and, since she was a daughter to his wife, she 
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was also his daughter and also his niece (being his brother’s daughter) and had just 
become his wife.  
 
Things now begin to get difficult. Ptolemy VIII and Cleopatra III had a number of children – 
but let us consider just one – Ptolemy IX. He was, of course a son to his father but, 
because his mother was his father’s niece, he was also his father’s grandnephew.  And 
consider the children of his father and his father’s other wife. They are, of course, his 
brothers and sisters BUT his brothers born to his father’s wife Cleopatra II (who is his 
grandmother and also his aunt) are his uncles and also his cousins. Remember that, since 
Cleopatra II is his father’s wife, she is also his mother as well as his grandmother (being 
his mother’s mother) and, since his father is married to his grandmother, his father is also 
his grandfather.   
 
It is much simpler with his birth mother. Since she is his uncle’s daughter his mother is 
merely one of his first cousins although, as she is married to his grandfather, she is also 
his grandmother. 
 

Clear-cut isn’t it. And you thought that your spouse’s family tree was weird! 
 

Col. Davidson 

 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

 

TONY READ –FAMILY HISTORY ON HIS WIFE’S SIDE OF THE 
FAMILY – Continued - Reg Williams, Aeroplanes, The Great 
Race of 1919 and Ross Smith’s First England to Australia Flight 
[This is a summary of Tony Read’s talk to the October 2025 Club meeting] 
 
Tony Read’s continued his talk on the Williams Bros and Reg and Percy Williams.  They 
moved on from moving on, from selling bicycles to selling motor cycles and then to Reg and 
Percy joining the New South Wales State School of Aviation at Richmond in 1916. 
Reg Williams not only passed his pilot’s certificate, he became of the instructors for the next 
intake.  
He next went off overseas in June 1917 to join the 7th Squadron of the Australian Flying 
Corps. Reg embarked HMAT Suevic Melbourne on 21stJune 1917. He disembarked at 
Liverpool on 26th August 1917. He served as 2nd Lieutenant with 7th Squadron of Australian 
Flying Corps 
The first Australian Squadron had earlier gone off to fly in Mesopotamia.   The 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
Squadrons went to serve over Palestine. 
The 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Squadrons were designated Training Squadrons. 
.Reg later served as temporary 2nd Lieutenant with British Army Regular Forces.   In June 
1917 when he was posted to England as part of the Australian Flying Corps. The 21-year old 
Reg. did not reach the fighting line, however, but delivered new aircraft from England to 
France.   
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February 1918 he had operation to remove enlarged gland behind left ear. He left England on 
21st November 1919 via aeroplane as a competitor in the 1919 Greatest Air Race from 
England to Australia.  His Flying Corps appointment was terminated on 25th April 1920. 
 

 

  
Prime Minister Billy Hughes was in London for the   Peace talks. They were mostly about 
the allocation of lands at the end of the War.  Billy Hughes even flew from London to Paris. 
 
He laid out a challenge for the first team to fly from England to Australia, a distance of 
11,000 miles, for which the Commonwealth Government would award a prize of £10,000.  
The air crew would have to be Australian nationals and the journey would have to be 
completed within 30 days of take-off and by midnight on 31st December 1920. Six teams 
took up the challenge.  It was called the 1919 Greatest Air Race 
 
This was the very first long distance air race, and given that aviation was still in its early 
days: cockpits were open, there was no pressurisation and no radio contact with the 
ground. 
 
Reg. Williams formed a team with Arctic explorer Captain (later Sir) George Hubert Wilkins 
as navigator, Val Rendle as co-pilot and Garnsey Potts as mechanic. They acquired a 
Blackburn Kangaroo aircraft G-EAC. 
 

 
 

The Blackburn Kangaroo G-EAC 
 
On 21 November 1919 the team left Hounslow, England in a Blackburn Kangaroo, headed 
to France on the first leg of their gruelling journey. Reg. recalled: “It was bitterly cold all the 
time. On the first day out from England, we flew for about four hours in a snowstorm with 
no means of navigating, just a compass.”   The crew conversed by sending notes to each 
other via a pulley and wire attached to the side of the plane. The inclement weather 
plagued them incessantly but it was engine failure that dashed their hopes of winning the 
race.  
 
On 8th December en-route to Egypt they crash landed at Suda Bay in Crete. Unable to 
secure a new engine in time, the team had to abandon the race and Reg. returned to 
Australia by sea.  
 
Reg’s Flying Corps appointment was terminated on 25th April 1920. 
 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 30TH SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

19  

Meanwhile following the Armistice, Ross Smith, and co-pilot, ‘Biffy” Borton, were invited to 
fly on a long-range mission in a Handley-Page aircraft from Cairo to Calcutta.  After 
arriving in Calcutta in time for the Calcutta Cup, Ross joked that they should fly on to 
Australia for the Melbourne Cup.  The problem was there were no airfields.  The British Air 
Ministry, however, saw flights to Australia were feasible and granted Smith and his crew 
permission to travel by ship from India to the Dutch East Indies to scout potential airfields. 
RIMS Sphinx was laden with 7,000 gallons of petrol to deposit at landing sites. 
Unfortunately it exploded in flames on Day 2 injuring the ship’s crew. 
 
When they returned the found that the Handley-Page aircraft had been destroyed in a 
storm. Their first idea of flying to Australia came to an end. 
 

Ross and ‘Biffy’ Borton returned to England.  There the Air Ministry staff played a role in 
lobbying Vickers Aviation to provide Ross with a new plane, despite the high risks. 
 

On12th November 1919 the Ross and Keith Smith crew took off from Hounslow Airport in 
their donated Vickers-Vimy EAOU and set course for France. 
They kept going despite snow and ice.  
 

 
December 1919 thThe Vickers Vimy landed in Darwin on 10 

 
On 10th December 1919, after covering 18,500km and spending 135 hours in the air over 
27 days and 20 hours, the Vickers Vimy landed in Darwin. 
 

 
 

Cover carried on the flight with the vignette in lieu of a UK postage stamp 
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School project postcard of the route of the Smith Brothers’ flight 

 
Meanwhile, AFC pilots, Hudson Fysh and Paul McGinness, after being ‘de-mobbed’ after 
the War, decided to compete for the £10,000.   They had funding support from the wealthy 
grazier Samuel McCaughey.  Unfortunately McCaughey died in July 1919 and his 
executors refused to honour the funding agreement.  That meant their plans to fly to 
Australia were abandoned.  
 

However, after arriving in Australia, Hudson Fysh and Paul McGinness were 
commissioned by Major-General Gordon Legge to survey the route of the Air Race would 
follow from Darwin down to Longreach.  They would have to identify suitable landing 
grounds. 
 

They arrived in Longreach in August 1919 and acquired a Model T Ford. They set off with 
mechanic George Gorham on 18th August 1919.  
 
 

 
George Gorham, Paul McGinness and Hudson Fysh in Longreach with the T-model Ford 

 
Fysh kept a detailed diary of maps and photographs to record the journey.  They reached 
Katherine on 8th October 1919 after a journey of 51 days.   From Katherine they caught 
the weekly train to Darwin.  It was the first car trip across the Gulf of Carpentaria. 
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The three stamps issued on 12th November 1969 commemorate the first England to 
Australia flight in 1919. The middle stamp shows the Vickers Vimy aircraft landing 
and the stamp on the right shows the T-model Ford used by Hudson Fysh and Paul 
McGinnes used to survey the rout across northern Australia. 

 
 
Later both Fysh and McGinnes believed Legge’s route was unsuitable due to lack of open 
spaces for a safe aircraft landing. They were convinced the best route was over the Barkly 
Tableland was more convenient.  
 
McGinness and Gorham travelled back to Cloncurry to survey and build landing strips 
along the way. Fysh stayed in Darwin to build landing strips in Darwin & Katherine. 
 
On his return trip to Longreach in May 1920, Fysh met Alexander Kennedy. He stayed at 
Kennedy’s ”Bushy Park” homestead.  McGinness also stopped there on his way back to 
Katherine. They talked about the idea of an airline service for the area.  When they 
returned to Cloncurry, Fysh and McGinness began making plans to commence air 
operations in a road-less area of Australia. 
 
On 16th November 1920 a meeting between Hudson Fysh, Paul McGinnes, Fergus 
McMaster, Ainsle Templeton and Allan Campbell took place at the Gresham Hotel in 
Brisbane to form an airline. It was named the Queensland and Northern Territory Aerial 
Service with a capital of £6,700.  It became QANTAS 
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THIS IS THE STORY OF THE OTHER DARWIN – 

DARWIN IN TASMANIA - AND THE NORTH MOUNT 

LYELL RAILWAY 
 

Darwin was a surveyed and very short-lived community at the eastern side of Mount 

Darwin on the West Coast Range of Tasmania. 
 

It was a stopping place on the North Mount Lyell Railway.  It had no road access.  

The railway station and associated hamlet of Darwin was opened first to facilitate 

construction of the line and establish a limestone flux quarry and secondly to provide 

accommodation for railway fettling gangs.  

The Darwin, Tasmania Post Office opened on 21st February 1900. It closed on 30th 

June 1903. 

DARWIN TYPE 1 DATE-STAMP 
 

Hardinge gave the Type 1 date-stamp of Darwin a 2R rarity rating 

 

 
 

Above, an impression of the Type 1, "DARWIN / J[A] 15  / 01 / TASMANIA" 

date-stamp cancels 2d deep violet Hobart View (typographed, multiple angled 

TAS watermark, perf 14) stamp of 15th December 1899, on piece.   

 

[No images of the Darwin community could be located] 

 

 

The North Mount Lyell railway was built to take ore from Gormanston east of 

the West Coast Range to the Crotty smelters. From there it was shipped out at 

Pillinger on the shores of Kelly Basin on Macquarie Harbour.  The Mount Lyell 

Company had earlier refused to give them access to the Mount Lyell Tramway or its 

port at Strahan, so they decided to build their own railway. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Darwin_(Tasmania)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Darwin_(Tasmania)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Coast_Range
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Mount_Lyell_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gormanston,_Tasmania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Coast_Range
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crotty,_Tasmania
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The railway route ran across a belt of karst terrain in the area near the current Darwin 

Dam – and the engineers of the 1890s were possibly the first in Australia to have 

designed for the possibility of sinkholes when planning the route 

 

The line was opened for passengers 15 December 1900.     The cost of building the 

railway bled, however, the North Lyell Company dry and it was taken over by 

the Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company on 16 July 1903. 

 

 
 

In December 1900 there were two daily trains either way: - 

 Kelly Basin to Linda leaving 8.30 a.m. and 1.45 p.m. 

 Linda to Kelly Basin leaving at 11.00 a.m. and 4.15 p.m. 

The trains carried mail bags as Darwin had no road access. 

 

Due to failure of the Crotty smelters and the North Mount Lyell operations in 

general, and the amalgamation of the Mount Lyell and North Mount Lyell mines and 

companies, the railway had a short operational life.   It closed to passengers in July 

1924 and closed completely in 1929.   

 

 
 

The wharf at Kelly’s Basin (Pillinger) the terminus of the North Mount Lyell railway 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karst
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darwin_Dam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darwin_Dam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinkholes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Lyell_Mining_and_Railway_Company


ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 30TH SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

24  

 

 

  

The railway formation between the Linda Valley and the former hamlet of Darwin is 

now under the water of Lake Burbury, built in 1991, for a Hydro project. The new 

Darwin Dam is 3km north of the site of Darwin.   South of the site of Darwin the 

formation remains in use as an access track to the site of Pillinger. It is much used by 

walkers. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darwin,_Tasmania
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Darwin was the location of the first discoveries of Darwin Glass by navvies during 

the construction of the railway.  Subsequent work, 60 years later, located and 

identified the Darwin Meteorite Impact Crater.  
 

 
 

Cabachon made from Darwin Glass, It is similar to moldavite 

 
 

Darwin Dam and Lake Burbury cover the rail formation 3kn north of the site of 

Darwin 

The end of the railway was at Pillinger. The town site and wharf are now completely 

abandoned.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darwin_Glass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darwin_Crater
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The Pillinger Post Office opened as Kelly’s Basin post office on 15th July 1898.  It 

was renamed Pillinger post office on 1st June 1899, but the Kelly’s Basin date-stamp 

remained in use for some time. It closed on 18th April 1924 

 
 

 
 

 

The Crotty smelters were the effective start of the railway. Crotty was a town on the 

banks of the King River. The smelters failed firstly when reverbatory furnaces were 

used and later when water jacket furnaces were used. The town soon lost all of its 

population when the smelters closed.  Most of the former town, but not the smelter site,  

is under the waters of the Crotty Dam. 
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Crotty 

 
 

 
 

The Crotty Post Office opened on 1st April 1902.  It closed on 15th April 1914. 
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