ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 24™ SEPTEMBER 2024

NEWSLETTER OF THE
ORANGE COIN & STAMP
CLUB FOR 24" SEPTEMBER
2024

#265

Australia Post pre-paid postcard of The Pinnacle Lookout released in October 2023

Pinnacle Lookout

Our new web-site is https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/
1|Page



https://orangecoinsands/

ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 24™ SEPTEMBER 2024

THE NEXT ORANGE COIN &

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON

THIS TUESDAY 22" SEPTEMBER
2024 at 7.30.

Our current monthly meeting is at
the Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30
on this Tuesday 27" September
2024,

It is our normal monthly
meeting. However,
iImmediately after that is or
2024 annual general meeting.

At that meeting all positions are
declared vacant. Nominations
will be taken from the floor as no
written ones were received.

The annual general meeting
should take less than 30 minutes,
but the only item of general
business wil be the cost of
membership in 2024-2025.

Howard, our treasurer has
signalled that $5 is too low and it
needs to be at least $10 a year

The meeting after this
September one is on Tuesday
night, 7.30pm 29" October
2024.

Our next monthly coin & stamp
mini-fair is in the Orange
Cultural Centre is not until next
Saturday 5" October 2024 from
9 to ‘midday’.

2|

[

Our meetings and the monthly fair are
held in the Orange Cultural Centre
building Sale St, Orange. It’s the
building that used to be a school. It’s on
the right hand side as you enter the
Woolworths Car Park. The building is
sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but
entrance is from the mini-park on the
Sale St frontage.

OUR 2024 AGM

Straight after this month’s
ordinary monthly meeting,
starting at 7.30 on next
Tuesday night, 24"
September 2024, the Club
will hold its annual general
meeting.

This is a formal notice of that
meeting

OUR ORANGE 2024 CLUB
AUCTION ON SATURDAY 7*
SEPTEMBER WENT WELL

The Clubs 2024 auction went very well. It was

held straight after our last mini-fair.

253 coin and stamp lots were on view from
9am.
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There were 26 registered bidders on the floor
plus some postal bidders.

Most of the stamp lots sold, as did most of the
coin lots.

The auction, which has been held in September
is likely to be a regular event. Our first auction
in 2023 auction was similarly successful.

Annual Report of the
President, Tony Read for
2023-2024

It’s been a busy 12 months for the club, with well
attended monthly meetings [even through
winter], and the Saturday mini fairs are well
supplied with 9 club members having had tables
throughout the year.

The second club auction was held this month
with 153 lots, it was so successful, that | feel the
club should look at having maybe 2 auctions per
year!

The Spring Fair and Expo both suffered from a
lack of dealers, with from having 3 professional
stamp dealers in the past, to now only one. Our
three coin dealers were reduced to two, and
possibly in the near future we may also loose
Tony Burns, due to retirement. Crowd numbers
were also down. Publicity is also a problem with
these events, and maybe we need to see what
other ways we can promote them. Getting in
early with adds for the Coin and Banknote
magazine, over several months prior to our
show, even if it costs the club, maybe an idea
Also do we need to change our TV add to allow
for it to also run over several weeks, and maybe
better use of the internet?

The stamp and coin circuit books have provided
income for the club, so thanks to Colin for
organising them. Derek’s monthly newsletters
are much anticipated, not only from our
members, but also from several other clubs.
The enthusiasm and support provided by so
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many club members is the reason we are still
going after 59 years.

Tony Readl.

OUR ORANGE 2024 EXPO
DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP
SUPPORTING THEM AT OUR 2024
EXPO

e Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710
Www.wynyardcoins.com.au

e A.Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from
Canberra) — PO Box 53, MITCHELL,
A.C.T. 2911, ph. (02) 6255 4044)
Buying and Selling

e Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard
Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800;
Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02)
6362 2368, E-mail:
howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying
and Selling — Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

e Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown.
NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email —
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-
wide stamps bought and sold

DATES FOR 2024 & 2025

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 24™ September
2024 monthly meeting followed by our
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. Starts
7.30pm 27™ August 2024 at the Orange
Cultural Centre

Petersham Coin & Stamp Fair, Sunday 29"
September 2024 107 Crystal St Petersham,
9-4

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s mini fair, 9-
12, Saturday 5™ October 2024 at the Orange
Cultural Centre

Toowoomba National 1-frame Stampshow
is on 11th-13th October 2024.
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Campbelltown Club meeting 9" October
2024, 7pm Thomas More Church Hall, at 23
Acacia Avenue, Ruse. Quiz with quizmaster
Tony Bailey

Maryborough (Victoria) Stamp Fair, Sat.
26" October 2024, at Mill House,
Maryborough, Vic.

Queensland Philatelic Council Bazaar Day,
Sunday 27" October 2024, 10.30-3.30, QPC
House, 11 Coolcrest St, Wynnum.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
meeting. Starts 7.30pm 29" October 2024 at
the Orange Cultural Centre

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s mini fair, 9-
12, Saturday 2" November 2024 at the
Orange Cultural Centre

Campbelltown Stamp Club’s Fishers

Ghost Stamp Fair, Sunday 3™ November
at the Campbelltown Civic Centre, 9am start

Queensland State Exhibition, 9" and 10"
November 2024 as part of Brisbane Stamp
and Coin Show. 10-4 on the Sat and Sun.
QSAC (ANZ Stadium) Kessels Rd,
NATHAN QId

Campbelltown Club meeting 9" November
2024, 7pm Thomas More Church Hall, at 23
Acacia Avenue, Ruse. Display by lan Dolstra

M.R.Roberts

Wagga Club’s 2-day Stamp & Coin Show,
23" & 24™ November 2024, Sturt Public
School. White Avenue, Kooringal

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 7.30 26
November 2024 monthly meeting. Starts at
the Orange Cultural Centre. Last meeting of
2024.

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s mini fair, 9-
12, Saturday 7™ December 2024 at the
Orange Cultural Centre

Sydney Stamp Expo 2025. 20-23" March
2025 at Wentworth Park Sporting Complex,
Glebe, NSW. President of the organising
committee is Geoffery Lewis. Email:
glewis@custom-made.com.au

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER
AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE

CLUB

Items for this newsletter are always required. You
do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.
They need to be posted to the Editor, Derek
Dolstra, who is also the secretary at the Club’s
postal address: -PO Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or
better still e-mailed in Word format (pictures as

jpg files) to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au Phone 02
63 614 872

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

Ny
: )
R

For enquiries and additional information Contact the Secretary, Toowoomba 2024 Email:
secretary@toowoomba2024.com Mob: 0468390299 or the website

A big thanks to Orange’s Odeon 5 Cinema for donating tickets to the winners of our
2024 Expo Kid’s colouring competition.

e The July 2024 PHILAS News can be downloaded from the Philatelic Association of NSW
website.

THE PHILAS ACCOMMODATION DISCUSSION PAPER

The big issue now confronting the Philatelic Association of N.S.W. is the future of
the building they purchased at 20 Egerton St in Silverwater.

They are asking member clubs, like us to contribute to the discussion and offer feed-
back.

The document is shown below: -
5|
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THE PHILAS ACCOMMODATION DISCUSSION PAPER

AIM

Identify and assess alternative options for the accommodation needs of Philas, with analysis of
Each option, presented to the member clubs for discussion.

CURRENT SITUATION

1 Parramatta Council has approved the application for development of the Silverwater
building as a community facility, with restrictions on activities and the number of people
who may be present.

2 Concerns remain that the building is not convenient to the:
. Core business of the organisation; and/or
o Transport requirements of volunteers, members and/or customers.
CORE ASSUMPTIONS
1 Consistent with the core purpose of PHILAS is to promote philately within New South
Wales:

e The possession of a building suitable for meetings of clubs, and for maintenance ofthe
organisation’s philatelic reference library, is an objective that is fundamental tothis aim.

2 To meet the annual running costs of a building a source of revenue is needed:

e Historically that revenue has been provided from interest and dividend income,
donations, and from buyer premiums and vendor commissions on sales of philatelic
material at auction.

3 The auctions, especially of bulk material, have become popular with many club membersand
representatives of deceased estates, to the point they are regarded by many club members as
the rationale for the possession of a building (in lieu of any consideration of the library which
is not widely patronised):

e Continued receipt of auction consignments of bulk material mandates development of the
Silverwater building, or acquisition of a large or similarly-sized alternative building,with
sufficient secure storage space.

4 Preparation for, conduct of auctions and post-auction activities are labour intensive:

e the organisation relies entirely on volunteers to undertake all activities, including
auction-related tasks;

e prior to the sale of the property at Darlinghurst, volunteer numbers were dwindlingand
the demographic was aging;

o potential recruits to the volunteer staff from the clubs find the prospect of travelling to
and working at Silverwater unattractive;

o work tasks related to auctions of bulk material are much more physically demanding,and
require many more people days, than for auctions of smaller, better grade collections.
Acquisition of a significantly smaller alternative building, to accommodate only the library and meeting
rooms, irrevocably will preclude onsite storage of bulk auction consignments.

5. Any alternative accommodation acquired is to be within an area:

e where installation of a library, meetings of club members and conduct of retail activity,
6|
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including auctions, are permitted in accordance with local zoning regulations; or

e where these activities are consistent with ‘existing use’ rights attached to the
property;

That satisfies all criteria identified for selection

The non-property assets (existing cash balance and shares portfolio) of the organisationare

preserved.

Any alternative accommodation acquired is to be within an area:

e where installation of a library, meetings of club members and conduct of retail activity,
including auctions, are permitted in accordance with local zoning regulations; or

o where these activities are consistent with ‘existing use’ rights attached to the
property;

That satisfies all criteria identified for selection

The non-property assets (existing cash balance and shares portfolio) of the organisationare
preserved

IDENTIFIED ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS FOR
CONSIDERATION

OPTION #1 — RETAIN THE SILVERWATER BUILDING
AND DEVELORP IT AS PLANNED EITHER AS DISCRTET
UNIT OR AS PLANNED OR VARIED WITH
PARRAMATTA COUNCIL CONSENT

Advantages

the Library continues ‘business as usual’;an auction schedule is maintained;
The site can be developed as envisaged at the time of acquisition to suit operational needssubject
to:

the restrictions of the Development Application:
any lodgements of objections to the restrictions imposed,
And/or application for additional uses, as may be submitted at a later time.

Disadvantages

7|

The estimated cost of development in accordance with the internal layout design provided by a
Quantity Surveyor in May 2023 was $960,000 (or $730,000 if timber with steel framework is selected
instead of concrete for the second floor) with a caveat about escalation in constructioncosts in the year
since:

this was not a quotation but an estimate;

completed renovation of the office area and toilets accounts for $170,000 of the amountsset
out above;

A concrete floor will be required (at least) above the planned downstairs strong room to ensure
that it can perform its purpose in the event of fire, flood or other incident that coulddamage the
content of the strongroom. It is unclear if this was factored into the lower estimate. If both
strongrooms indicated on the submitted plans are to be constructed thena concrete roof on the
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upstairs strongroom will also be required.
The higher sum approaches one-half of the organisation’s remaining non-property assets;
The capital cost of the planned renovations will likely result in an over-capitalisation of the
property;
Development in accordance with the approval will limit the pool of potential future purchasers ofthe
property to those with similar core business;

The restriction to ‘on line’ auctions necessitates hiring of alternative premises for the room bidding
component of auctions;

On line auctions as activities ‘ancillary’ to use of the property as a community facility are restrictedto three
each year;

The restriction to 15 people present on weekdays:

e isasignificant limitation on viewing by prospective bidders (in addition to staff numbers
present); and

e prevents meetings of some clubs;
The restriction to a maximum of 30 people present on two weekends a month:
e precludes the traditional club-based ‘Open’ Days; and
e may also impact on auction viewing arrangements
Requirement to pay a (one-off) contribution levy of $27,331.97 to the City of Parramatta Council;

The difficulty of easily accessing the location will continue to prevent recruitment of voluntary staffto
undertake necessary tasks;

The drawings approved on the complying development certificate provide no detail about layout ofthe
auction space and library which may limit the layout within those areas;

The construction period further will disrupt and delay all activities; and

delivery and installation of the hydraulic lift is estimated at 20-24 weeks from date of ordering, which will
mean that the mezzanine floor and library activities are not easily accessed by members whose mobility means
they are unable to utilise the stairway access provided for at theLibrary end of the mezzanine floor.

Conseqguences
Not all of the core reasons for acquisition of accommodation will be satisfied;

City-based member clubs whose members formerly met at Darlinghurst will continue to hire more
geographically convenient meeting places;

The workload associated with all activities will continue to be borne by relatively few people,which is
not sustainable; and

Room / ‘live’ on line auctions will require the hire of another venue for the purpose.

OPTION #2

SELL THE SILVERWATER PROPERT AND PURCHASE
ALTERNATIVE PREMISES OF A SIZE APPROPRIATE TO THE
PURPOSE

Advantages

The Library continues as ‘business as usual’;

The balance between sale price and purchase price can be invested;cost of
maintenance and utilities proportionately lower;

8]
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Ongoing costs can be financed from the investment of the balance, income derived from existingnon-
property assets and conduct of auctions of better grade material;

No need for large storage space for bulk auction consignments;
Fewer staff members required for auction preparation and post-auction mailing;

Room bidding / ‘live’ on line auctions could proceed on site provided a building can be found with
appropriate council zoning;

Continue to provide the historical service the philatelic community has enjoyed.

Disadvantages
Possible difficulty in identifying a building with all the appropriate ‘existing use’ rights;
Valuations obtained (for Company reporting and insurance purposes) and agent advice in August2024,
indicate a likely selling price below that paid for the building;

Consequent likely loss on sale compared to the purchase price, subsequent DA-related consultant and
legal costs and other sunk costs since acquisition (noted that stamp duty alonewas $270,220);

May not locate similar-sized accommodation within the available budget; and
Time and cost to fit out the new premises if the required infrastructure is not already largely inplace.

Consequences:
Have sufficient space to deliver key services - library, club meeting rooms and specialist auctionpreparation;

No storage of bulk auction material on site;
Revenue from investments and auction proceeds would need to be sufficient to meet annualcosts

OPTION #3

SELL THE SILVERWATER PROPERT AND LEASE
ALTERNATIVE PREMISES OF A SIZE APPROPRIATE TO
PURPOSE

Advantages

Fewer staff required to organise a more compact auction program;investment

of the sale price to provide a revenue stream; auctions can continue to

contribute to the revenue stream;

Leased premises might already have most or all required infrastructure;a wider pool

of properties to choose from;

Not locked in indefinitely if Philas’ needs change over time;

A long lease of 10 years plus would justify expenditure of money on infrastructure if required.

Disadvantages

Loss of ability to offer bulk material at auction to club members and other long-term vendors;long-term
end-of-lease strategy required,;

Long term tenure is not certain;

Likely loss on sale compared to the purchase price and disbursements since acquisition;both capital

and revenue stream from investments are subject to market volatilities;

Lessor may require personal guarantees of Directors (which applies to all lease options); andfuture
purchase of a property increasingly expensive.

Consequences
91
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Have sufficient space to deliver key services - library, club meeting rooms and specialist auctionpreparation;
No storage of bulk auction material on site;
Organisation effectively is locked out of future property ownership given an escalating market.

NOTE: the Executive identified nine options in their own internal discussion paper. These included six
combinations lease/lease and lease/purchase of properties of similar or smaller size.After careful assessment
of those six options they were left out of this discussion paper for two reasons

1. managing real estate, particularly leasing and property maintenance, are not Philas’ core
business

2. the financial risks of finding and retaining tenants, and maintaining the property (whether
tenanted or not) were considered a significant risk to the future financial viability of Philas

CRITERIA FOR CONSIDERATION IN SELECTING AN
ALTERNATIVE BUILDING
(if options 2 or 3 are selected as preferred accommodation for Philas)

1. Philas’s key activities (club meetings, library, auctions, Open Days) are permitted uses under
council zoning regulations and interpretations.

2. Floor space in building provides sufficient space for key activities and amenities (i.e. kitchen,
meal room, toilets), and for the foreseeable future. This to be determined.

3. The building should have secure storage to preserve Philas’s key records and other valuableitems
(incl. reference materials, exhibits and vendor consignments).

4. The building’s floor strength must be sufficient to support the re-establishment of the Library.

5. The building must be located within a reasonable walking distance of regular public
transport; trains and buses (includes Metro and trams services)

6. The building must be in a good state of repair and of a reasonable age that within the next10
years it is unlikely to significantly deteriorate requiring major maintenance expenditure.

7. Good access to parking

8. Preserve non-property assets; effectively any alternative premises would have to be
purchased and fitted out using the monies available from the sale of 20 Egerton Street

05 September 2024
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MMLBOL)J]RNE 2025 INTERNATIONAL STAMP & COIN fXPO INC] S Club |
i
] '1;

| \STAMP CLUB Secretairveslff:tw?@vmﬁ%ﬂe%%%3

P.O x744

Toowoomba ugﬁ Igagd] 413i5>901

carrotaru/m l‘l'r\n\unnm actamnrhith nrc

M +61 419 885 800
E frankpauer2@bigpond.com

Dear Secretary/Booksupervisor

The Toowoomba Stamp Club Inc. would like to invite you and your members
to join us at the Toowoomba2024 National One Frame Exhibition, held in
conjunction with our annual stamp fair, to be held at the Toowoomba Indoor
Bowls Hall at 10 Annand St in the Toowoomba CBD on October 12th and 13th
from 9:00am to 5:00pm on Saturday and 9:00am to 3:30 on Sunday. The One
Frame will be pride of place on Saturday and Club day will be on Sunday
only.. You are welcome and encouraged to bring your books on Sunday, the
hall will be open from 7:00am, but we would like to see you on Saturday to
peruse the entries, etc. If you wish to stay Saturday night The Burke And Wills
Hotel,100m from the venue, is offering an accommodation deal. Details on the
T2024 website, tooowoomba2024.com under For Visitors. Whilst you are
welcome to unload on the Herries St side of the hall, we request that you park
in the car parks available both sides of the hall.

There will be 2 Bargain tables, scanning and non-scanning, sale by tender, no
reserve only, with 7 lots per person. Refreshments will be available most of the
day.

Hoping to see you all there.
Yours In Philately

Kerri Martin

Vice President

Toowoomba2024

............................................................... will/will not be attending the
Toowoomba 2024

National one Frame Exhibition with our club books

Rlease return by email to secretary@toowoomba2024.com or PO Box 7414
Toowoomba South


mailto:frankpauer2@bigpond.com
https://melbourne2025.com.au/
https://melbourne2025.com.au/
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SODWALLS, New South Wales

Between 1827 and 1829 a sod walls house with a grass-thatched roof was built for
troopers on Major Lockyer’s early Bathurst Road and called ‘Sodwalls.’

The village of Sodwalls is shown on an original 1867 work plan for the construction of
the railway, as being established around the present ‘Sodwalls house.’

The Sodwalls Post Office opened on 1% January 1869. Then was the scene of a busy
railway construction camp for the Western Line. The work included a number of
impressive sandstone stone viaducts to the east of the hamlet to cross the valley of
Solitary Creek. . The railway to Bathurst (and the Sodwalls Railway Station) finally
opened on 22" April 1872. The railway camp moved westwards and the Post Office
closed on 14™ October 1872.

The single track Main Western Railway reached Sodwalls and Tarana in April 1872
along a more-or-less direct route from Rydal. This route involved a number of steep
grades and crossings of Solitary Creek. Around 1906, a deviation was built where
the line went in a longer route with reduced grades. The subsequent duplication of
this line to Sodwalls was completed in May 1915. The line later reverted to a single
track. The old route retains a number of viaducts, the longest “No. 6 Viaduct” with
four arches

The Sodwalls Post Office re-opened at the Railway Station on 1 October 1899.

Due to a lack of business the Post Office closed again on 31% May 1901. It was to re-
open as a Receiving Office on 9" October 1901. It was then upgraded to a Post
Office again on 11" August 1902, but it moved from the railway station to an
adjacent house, A Telephone Service was provided at the Post Office from 10% July
1907. New subscribers caused a manual Telephone Exchange to be installed on 9*
June 1938. Money Order facilities commenced on 3™ January 1950. The Sodwalls
Post Office closed 31 August 1976.
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Sodwalls Railway Station on the double-line period. The station was demolished in
the 1990°s.

. R S R e > ) o 4
One of the disused viaducts, #6, on the original single-line Western Railway
formation, just east of the hamlet. The rail occident was 2km west of Sodwalls

13| Page
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SODWALLS, New South Wales

SODWALLS TYPE 2C DATE-STAMP

Hopson & Tobin (1998) have recorded use of a Type 2C date-stamp at Sodwalls from
1936 to 1976.

An impression of the Type 2C, 30/2mm-diameter (arcs 7mm, 7mm),
"SODWALLS /30 AP 72 / N.S.W." [SDL] date-stamp cancels a 7c purple
Queen Elizabeth II stamp of 1% October 1971, on piece.
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THE TARANA - SODWALLS RAILWAY WESTERN
MAIL TRAIN DISASTER OF 1892

The tragic ‘Tarana Railway Accident’ of 1892 actually happened within the boundaries of the
locality of Sodwalls. Nine people were killed and sixteen were seriously injured when last three
carriages of the Western Mail train ploughed into a granite cutting at about 2.15am on Wednesday
27" April.

The disaster caused much human suffering and loss of life. It was the worst railway accident in
New South Wales up to that time.

The down Western Mail train, which left Sydney at 8 o'clock on the Tuesday night, 26™ April, with
a full complement of passengers and mail. It was due at Bathurst at 3am. The trains normal route
took it to Bathurst, Orange, Dubbo, Nyngan and finally to Bourke. In 1892 the only branch lines
were the short line from Orange to Molong being extended to Forbes and the overland line from
Blayney to Demondrille that joined the main South Railway. The Western mail didn’t arrive at
Bourke till 6.20pm.

The train consisted of 6 cars. A horse-box was in front, followed by a fruit van, a 1% Class sitting
car, a 1t Class sleeping car, a 2™ Class sleeping car, then a composite Mail (Travelling Post Office )
van with 2" class seating compartments and a composite brake van with 2™ Class seating
compartments. The train engine was a light American Baldwin one weighing 92 tons.

& G

The site of the accident in a narrow granite cutting once the line was re-established

Everything went well until it had reached the site of the accident when a broken rail caused the
complete wreck of some of the three carriages. The accident site was a cutting 5km east of Tarana
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and 3km west of Sodwalls. The cutting was one of many that were just south of Solitary Creek,
which follows the line between Sodwalls and Tarana

The train had not been speeding to make up lost time. It was doing 20 to 25 miles per hour at the
time of the accident. Although running 15 minutes late, time was normally made up by shortening
the stopping times at stations. The engine, its tender, a horse-box and the first three carriages
passed over the damaged rail without incident. The leading bogie of the sleeping car passed over it,
but the rear trailing bogie left the rails and took with it the following composite mail and brake
vans. The deaths and injuries came about when these came in contact with the granite in the cutting.
The sides were literally ground against this solid rock 3 to 4 metre-high wall of rock. The distance
from the broken rail to where the train stopped was 100 metres. The driver was thanked at the
subsequent inquest for pulling up the train so quickly

The guards aboard the train noticed the train was suddenly riding rough as the 2" Class sleeping
car, the composite mail van and the composite brake van left the rails and were dragged along the
face of a narrow granite cutting. The composite mail van was one in which had passenger
compartments at either end, and the mail sorting Travelling Post Office section was in the middle.
It carried a total of 20 passengers in the two 2" Class compartments. All were thrown out as the
side disintegrated into matchwood. All of the fatalities were in the one compartment of this mail
van as it was “smashed to matchwood”. It held ten persons, and only one of them, a man, escaped.

T.P.O. West operated in sections. The first shift of mail guards worked the section from Sydney to
Wallerawang. Next shift worked the section from Wallerawang to Orange, where they were
relieved by the guards who worked the section from Orange to Dubbo. As well as “guarding”
valuable registered mail they sorted mail as they travelled. After Dubbo the mail van was not
staffed. The train guard had the key and unloaded already sorted mail bags from it at stations on
the final section to Bourke.

The original T.P.O. West ran from Sydney on the Great Western Railway to the then terminus,
Wallerawang in 1870. It was extended to Bathurst when the railway reached there in 1876, and to
Orange in 1877. It got to Dubbo in 1881. When the line was extended to Bourke, the government
wouldn’t agree to extend it past Dubbo.

The mail van damaged in the Tarana disaster was new car. In the crash the mail bags were mostly
undamaged. However, he letters being sorted were scattered everywhere, including along 100m of
track. The safe containing registered mail (including coin and banknotes) was not damaged.

In the crash the brake van’s Post Office and Railways parcels were scattered everywhere. A human
leg and another foot were discovered in the composite brake van. The brake van had two 2nd Class
passenger compartments in front of the guards section.  One passenger reported: - “There were
seven passengers in one of compartments and only one escaped injury”.

The composite mail ear also carried 20 passengers. All were thrown out as the side disintegrated
into matchwood. The mail guard, Wilbow, and assistant, named Bates, who had been sorting
letters were thrown under the counter. A lump of wood hit Wilbow on the shoulder, and a piece of
rock was thrown against the window. The windows of the car were smashed on both sides as well
as the whole left side being smashed.
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The travelling breakdown crane from Lithgow is re-railing the composite mail van with passenger
compartments. Witnesses said it was “smashed to splinters” and disintegrated into matchwood”.

Train Guard stone reported: -

17 |

“I was the guard of the train which fell” he said. “The brake was on at the time. All at once
I noticed that the van was riding very rough. Wilbow was the first to call out [from the
adjoining mail van], ‘We are off the line he said. Then there was a terrific jerk and jolt, and
the gas went out, leaving us in total darkness. Simultaneously the crashing of timber
commenced. We did not know what to do. Above this din | could hear cries indistinctly, so
we knew that other parts of the train must be in trouble too. In our own van everything was
in confusion. At the moment the crash came | was sorting mail letters. Wilbow was sitting
on my left-hand side looking out of the window, and eating his tucker. Guard Bates was
talking to Wilbow. | was very fortunate myself, but their escape was miraculous as the
whole side of the van on which they were sitting was carried away and smashed. For
myself | was thrown to the floor, and in a moment | was covered in parcels and luggage
which was tumbling about in all directions. My first though was to put on the brake. Even
in this confusion | knew or felt sure where the Westinghouse brake was situated. | made
repeated effort to get on my feet, so that | might reach it; but each time I rose | was knocked
down either by flying luggage or the rough motion of the sleepers. In a few moments that
seemed like ages, however, we came to a standstill. | free myself, and got out of the upper
part of the brake. I at once called out. “Wilbow — Bates — are you there?. Though I hardly
dared expect it | received a reply. The only light on the van by this time was the tail lamp.
I called out to Wilbow ‘You take the lamp back at once and protect the train, while we
ascertain the damage’. Before he did so however, Wilbow went along the sides of the
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wrecked compartment. He heard a child crying and asked “is there anyone there? Are you
all right? Her only reply he received was the continual coughing and crying of the child”.
Her mother was dead.

“A voice from the gentleman’s compartment, immediately adjoin the ladies [compartment]
replied ‘They are all thrown out excepting me’. I went to the rear compartment of the
postal van and made the same enquiry, and received the reply that some persons had fallen
out. Seeing that the only damage to the train ahead of the mail van was that the wheels of
the sleeping car were off the track. | returned to the brake van, where | found Bates who
had returned from the other side and had taken the crying child out of the ladies
compartment. At this moment the driver came back with a lighted lamp in his hand.
Hearing a moaning noise apparently from under the brake, | took the lamp from his hand,
and cast its rays beneath the van, when on the far side of the trailing wheels when | saw a
confused mass of limbs and bodies. | crawled under the brake, taking the lamp with me.
And found that the cries I heard proceeded from an infant which was tightly wedged
between the knees of a woman apparently its mother. The body of the woman was terribly
mutilated and was held fast by the wheels of the van and a lot of broken timber. After great
difficulty | broke some of the timber away and using all my strength extricated the child.
Bates was present at this time and | passed the child to him.”

Mail Guard Wilbow was later treated for cuts to his head.

Male passengers from the 1% class compartments were then coming to the rear of the train. They
included Dr Kirkland and Mr McGowan of the ambulance corps. The other passengers rendered
every assistance to the injured.

A train was sent from Bathurst and it arrived back there with the injured at 7am.

Mail for western New South Wales destinations was gathered up from the wreck and from the
ground and forwarded to Bathurst Post Office for re-sorting later in the day. After being re-sorted,
which often requires being re-enclosed in new outer envelopes, the mail was on-forwarded on the
Thursday night’s Western Mail train.

You editor has never seen any damaged covers from this accident.

Ganger Moffatt of the ballast gang was one of the first on the scene. He received the news at
2.30am and a once brought out all 36 of his men. He found some progress had been made in
extrication the dead and injured. One man was found jammed under the left step of the brake van.
Most of the others found killed were found in sitting postures in the waterway on the left side of the
line.

No passengers in the derailed sleeping car, just before the composite mail and guards vans were
injured, and they could walk to the railway station. Train conductor McDonald had been in the
sleeping car when he was pitched onto his shoulder across the car.

The damage to the railway track and roadbed was fixed by 1pm. New ballast from Tarana was laid.
This section of track had been lifted with new ballast from the Tarana railway quarry in the four
months before the accident.
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The brake van had a 2"? Class passenger compartments at the end. It too is being re-railed by the
breakdown crane. There is a steep drop on the right into Solitary Creek. The train’s first aid
boxes had tumbled down into the creek and were recovered soon after the accident.

No passengers in the derailed sleeping car, just ahead of the composite mail and guards vans, were
injured, and they could walk to the railway station. Train conductor McDonald, however, had been
in the sleeping car when he was pitched onto his shoulder across the car.

The damage to the railway track and roadbed was fixed by 1pm. New ballast from the Tarana
Railway quarry was laid. This section of track had previously been lifted with new ballast from the
Tarana quarry in the four months before the accident.

Double-headed rails could be & were re-used by just turning over.
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The breaks in the old English double-headed rail were, according to the official report, unusual
ones. It was said that there was no possible means of seeing the breakage. The 75Ib per yard rail
was broken in five places. Some breaks were horizontal, with others, the break were perfectly
vertical. A goods train had passed over the spot only 20 minutes earlier. Apparently breaks in
these iron rails that had been laid in 1872 were reasonably common. It was on a section of track
that was due to be replaced by steel rails. A break like this had caused a derailment near Goulburn
in 1890.

The first records of double headed rail being used in Australia was in 1859. The rails, chairs, oak
and trenails were imported from UK. After the 1870’s the New South Wales & Victorian
Railways went over to using flat bottom rails, but they still needed replacement double headed rail
for lines already laid and this continued up to at least 1883.

Another issue was that the engine hauling the Western Mail was an American-built Baldwin
locomotive. There was a public enquiry going on at the time of the accident as to the efficacy of this
type of locomotive on the heavy haul through the Blue Mountains. It was initially thought that this
engine type could be the blame for the accident, that is, until the cracked and broken iron rail was
found.
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THE DIGITAL SIGMA METALYTICS
PRECIOUS METALS ANALYSER

Glen Deveigne gave a talk and demonstration at our August 2024 meeting on his digital
“silver tester”. He pointed out that if you look at any two old coins, one could be
genuine and the other a fake. If you look at two modern coins, especially the non-
circulating ones, one could be a fake and the other not.

He remarked that in recent years a flood of counterfeit coins are coming out of China
and North Korea. These all have near-perfect weight and detail. So you have to do your
research. That means that all coin dealers these days have device to test the metal
content.

Glen demonstrated his Sigma Metalytics testing machine. This model cost about $2,500.

The Sigma Metalytics Tester operates by measuring the bulk metal comprising a bar or
coin and alerting you of its purity percentage. Using electromagnetic waves that
penetrate deeply into the coin or bar, plating and surface features are ignored, and the
main body of metal is assessed. The device tests the characteristic resistivity of a
sample and determines if the sample's resistivity is consistent or inconsistent with the
selected alloy. Some models even ensure the correct specific gravity of the coin or
bullion.

It can be used to test for gold, silver, platinum and palladium.

The Sigma Metalytics verifier unit is able to authenticate and penetrate 2 mm or more in
to the coins and bars within seconds, thus immediately identifying attempts to plate a
coin.

Glen said his machine had 3 wands to help with various sized coins — really the depth of
a coin. The yellow wand is for bullion and it takes a reading from 25mm into a bar. The
next wand is for gold coins. The third wand a medium one for 50z and 100z bars — it
penetrates less.

The great thing is the wands can get a signal through plastic, especially encased coins.
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New machine needs to be first calibrated by connecting a computer, using Blue Tooth
from America, but Glen added it came with a tiny test coin to calibrate the device before
each test. There is also set of small electronic scales that goes with the kit.

He demonstrated it on a counterfeit modern coin. It registered as only 80% silver. Glen
noted that sometimes the Perth Mint coins could be “dodgy”. He next tested a 2021
silver Kangaroo dollar coin. The one he tested was only .390 silver instead of .999
silver. He tested another of these coins and it okay.

Glen next tested a 1927 2/- coin. Its silver content was correct.
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Glen also mentioned you can test gold and silver with a small neodymium magnet.
Small ones are widely available at less than $30 each.
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If a neodymium magnet is attracted to the gold or silver, that meant that it contains
trances of some other metals, particularly iron, and the coin is not pure. However,
Glen added, this test is not entirely foolproof. For example, if the item is made from
aluminium or copper, it will also not be attracted to a neodymium magnet.

Additionally, some fake jewellery may be made of ferromagnetic materials and still
pass the magnet test if the magnet is not strong enough to detect the material.
Therefore, it is important to use a strong neodymium magnet when testing jewellery
for authenticity.

Acid tests are also widely used to test silver. You place a drop of acid solution on the

object to be tested. At 90 to 100% silver, the acid will show a red colour. At 77-90%

silver, the acid turns a grey-brown colour. At 65-75% silver, then the acid will show a
light green colour.
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