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-  

NEWSLETTER OF THE 

ORANGE COIN & STAMP 

CLUB FOR 29th OCTOBER 

2024 
#265 
2025 is our 60th Year 

 

Another Australia Post pre-paid postcard of Orange’s Cook Park released in October 
2023 

 
 
Duntryleage (next to the Orange High School where we have our 2-day shows) is now 
a golf club and B & B.  The mansion was built by the Dalton family. 

 

Our new web-site is https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/ 

https://orangecoinsands/
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THE NEXT ORANGE COIN & 

STAMP MONTHLY MEETING IS ON 

THIS TUESDAY 29th OCTOBER 

2024 at 7.30.   

 

Our current monthly meeting is at 

the Orange Cultural Centre at 7.30 

on this Tuesday 29th October 

2024 
 

The meeting after that is on 

Tuesday night, 7.30pm 26th 

November 2024. 

 The November meeting will be 

the last one in 2024. After that 

we meet on 28th January 2025 

 

Our next monthly coin & stamp 

mini-fair is in the Orange 

Cultural Centre is not until next 

Saturday 2nd November 2024 

from 9 to ‘middayish’.   He one 

after that is on Saturday 7th 

December.  

 

 
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair are 

held in the Orange Cultural Centre 

building Sale St, Orange. It’s the 

building that used to be a school. It’s on 

the right hand side as you enter the 

Woolworths Car Park. The building is 

sort of opposite Harris Farm Market, but 

entrance is from the mini-park on the 

Sale St frontage. 

 

 
 

OUR 2-DAY SPRING 

FAIR IS ON SATURDAY 

9th NOVEMBER & 

SUNDAY 10th 

NOVEMBER IN THE 

ORANGE HIGH 

SCHOOL HALL  

At our September 2024 meeting, 

Howard Lyons was able to confirm the 

dates for our 2024 Spring Fair. 

 

It wil be held on Saturday 9th November 

& Sunday 10th November 2024 at the 

usual venue, the Orange High School 

Hall in Woodward Street. 
 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 

2024-25 CLUB 

MEMBERSHIP YET?  

At the Club’s September meeting the 

membership fees for 2024-25 was set at 

$15.00, 
 

However, if you pay before the end of 

November 2024, it will be discounted to 

only $10.00. 

 

You can pay at our night meetings or at 

the Saturday morning mini-fairs (1st 

Saturday of the month 9-12) or at our 

Spring Fair in the Orange High School 

Hall on Sat 9th November and Sunday 

10th November 2024. 
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2024 ANNUAL GENERAL 

MWWTING WAS HELD ON 24th 

SEPTEMBER 2024  

Our 2024 annual general meeting was held on 

24th September after the normal monthly 

meeting.  It took 20 minutes. 

The following office-bearers were elected, in 

most cases re-elected:-  

President   Tony Read 

Vice-president  Rob. Willis 

Treasurer   Howard Lyons 

Secretary   Derek Dolstra 

Committee  Kevin Capnerhurst 

   Graham Doherty 

   Richard Gammie 

   Col. Davidson 

Circuit books  Colin Richardson 

Properties  Howard Lyons 

Newsletter   Derek Dolstra 

Publicity   Michael Brough 

Coin auctioneer Col Davidson 

Stamp auctioneer Ray Norman 

Youth development Audrey Ferris 

Librarian  Dave Field 

Resources  Geoff Henry 

Philas delegate  Bruce Chadderton 

 

Bruce Chadderton was nominated for the 

position of Philas president at their AGM on 2nd 

November. 

 
 

OUR ORANGE 2024 EXPO 

DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP 

SUPPORTING THEM AT OUR 2024  

 Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 

Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax (02)9290 3710 

www.wynyardcoins.com.au  
 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 

Canberra) – PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 

A.C.T. 2911, ph. (02) 6255 4044) 

Buying and Selling 
 

  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 

6362 2368, E-mail: 

howard.lyons@bigpond.com Buying 

and Selling – Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  
 

 Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown. 

NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, Email – 

wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. World-

wide stamps bought and sold  
 

 

 

PHILAS NEWSLETTER 

FOR 29th September 2024 

Philatelic Association of NSW Inc. - Philas 

29 September 2024 e-Newsletter 

 

December Bulk Sale  
We plan to hold a bulk/boxed sale on 

December 7th, subject to completing the 

necessary preparations. Help is needed to sort 

consignments, write descriptions, and manage 

clerical tasks. If we need more time, the auction 

will be postponed.  

We are not accepting new bulk consignments 

for now due to a backlog and limited staff.  

 

Mid-Year Auction 
A premium material auction is expected mid-

next year, once the new database and online 

bidding platform are ready. Assistance with 

scanning and clerical work for catalogues is 

needed. Total estimated value is over $540,000, 

some consignors already have waited three years 

for their material to be offered 

 

To volunteer, please contact Michael Nibbs, 

Auction Manager, at auction@philas.org.au 

 

Sydney 2025 Exhibition 

The Sydney Stamp & Coin Expo 2025 will be 

held on 20-23 March 2025 at the ground floor 

of the grandstand of the Wentworth Park 

Sporting Complex, situated close to the 

Sydney CBD. 

The exhibition now has a dedicated website 

www.sydney2025.com.au  
Philas encourages everyone to enter your 

exhibits before the closing date of 21 

November 2024.  The Entry Form and 

mailto:auction@philas.org.au
https://philas.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5d918c7ee668cb07110d053f&id=5bc4a39c2b&e=70c19d932c
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Prospectus and other details are on the 

exhibition website. 

Geoffrey Lewis President of the Organising 

Committee 
 

Philas News 
With important meetings at Philas happening 

in November, we have decided to hold the 

next Philas News newsletter to January.  Clubs 

will be asked for their news items and 2025 

meetings schedule in December.  Please 

remind your members that the last newsletter, 

with all club meeting details to December, 

was published in July and can be read or 

downloaded on the Philas website. 

 
 

SYDNEY 2025 EXHIBITION 

WEBSITE LAUNCH  

Sydney 2025 Exhibition Website Launch 

 Thu, Sep 12th, 2024 
 

Philas is pleased to announce the launch of the 

official website for the Sydney Stamp & Coin 

Expo 2025: www.sydney2025.com.au. 

This site will be your main source for all 

updates and information leading up to the 

event. Check the news page regularly for all the 

latest updates. 
 

The exhibition will celebrate the 175th 

anniversary of the Sydney Views Stamps, 

Australia’s first postage stamps. 

The Prospectus & Entry Form and details for 

the Australasian Challenge are now available 

on the website. 
 

Event Details: 

Date: Thursday 20th to Sunday 23rd March 

2025 

Location: Wentworth Park Sporting Complex, 

5 Wentworth Park Road, Glebe NSW 

 
For more information, contact Geoffrey 

Lewis, President of the Organising 

Committee, at glewis@custom-made.com.aa 

 

DATES FOR 2024 & 2025 

 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 29th October 

2025 night meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange 

Cultural Centre.  

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 

Saturday morning 2nd November 2024, 9-

12, at the Orange Cultural Centre. 

 

Philas annual general meeting, 2nd 

November 2024 at 2 Egerton Street, 

Silverwater, 11am. 

 

Campbelltown Club’s Fishers Ghost 

Stamp Fair, Sunday 3rd November 

2024 at the Campbelltown Civic 

Centre, corner of Queen & Broughton 

Streets.     Doors open 9am.  
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s 2-

day SPRING FAIR, at the 

Orange High School Hall, 

Woodward Street, Orange. 

Saturday 9th November 9-4 and 

Sunday 10th November, 9-

2.30pm 
 

Queensland State Exhibition, 9th (10-4) and 

10th (9-4) November 2024 as part of the 

Brisbane Stamp and Coin Show.  QSAC 

(ANZ Stadium) Kessels Road, Nathan (in 

Brisbane).  
 

Wagga Club’s 2-day Stamp & Coin Show, 
23rd & 24th November 2024, Sturt Public 

School. White Avenue, Kooringal 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 26th 

November 2024 night meeting, 7.30pm at 

the Orange Cultural Centre.  

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 

Saturday morning 7th December 2024, 9-

12, at the Orange Cultural Centre. 

 

No club meeting in December and no mini-

fair in January 2025 

https://www.sydney2025.com.au/index.html
https://www.sydney2025.com.au/news.html


ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 29TH OCTOBE 2024 

5 | P a g e  
 

 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club 28th January 

2025 night meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange 

Cultural Centre.  

 

 

Sydney Stamp Expo 2025. 20-23rd March 

2025 at Wentworth Park Sporting Complex, 

Glebe, NSW. President of the organising 

committee is Geoffery Lewis.  Email: 

glewis@custom-made.com.au 

 

 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER 

AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB 

Items for this newsletter are always required. You 

do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.  

They need to be posted to the Editor, Derek 

Dolstra, who is also the secretary at the Club’s 

postal address: -PO Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or 

better still e-mailed in Word format (pictures as 

jpg files) to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au  Phone 02 

63 614 872 

 

 
…………………………………………………. 

 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:glewis@custom-made.com.au
mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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Everyone is welcome to come to the 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club Inc.’s    

2024 Spring Fair 

  

Saturday 9th November, 2024 

  

 From 9am to 4pm  
  

Sunday 10th November, 2024 

9am to 2.30pm 

    

At the Orange High School Hall, 

Cnr Summer and Woodward Streets, Orange  

(off-street parking available, turn left opposite  
United Petrol Station in Woodward St, just prior to the traffic lights.)  

  

Interstate & NSW dealers will be offering a range of Australian & 
World stamps, coins, banknotes & accessories.  

  
There will be stamp & coin displays & a kids’ activities table 

 

It’s a great chance for you to have all those old 
stamps, coins & banknotes valued. 

  

Admission $2-00, accompanied children always free. 
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SANDY FLAT, New South Wales 

 

 
 

Sandy Flat is a locality on the Northern Tablelands in the New England region of New 
South Wales, Australia. This locality is situated on New England Highway and the 
former Main North Railway line about 20 kilometres south of Tenterfield. At the 2011 
census, Sandy Flat had a population of 209 people.  
 

Sandy Flat takes its name from a general description of the area. 
 

Early community life at Sandy Flat for generations centred on a school (1886–1965), a 
public hall, a church, a general store and during construction of the railway line during the 
1880s the community also had its own hotel. The Main Northern Railway line to Jennings / 
Wallangarra opened on 1 September 1886 with a station at Sandy Flat. The station did not 
close until 20th February 1975.  
 
The Sandy Flat Post Office opened on 20th June 1887 at the new railway station. The 
first postmistress was Fanny Cameron.  A Telephone Service commenced at the Post 
Office on 12th May 1906.  The Post Office was removed from Railway Station on 16th 
February 1916. A Telephone Service commenced at the Post Office on 27th March 1916.   
A Manual Telephone Exchange was installed on 9th May 1928. Money Order facilities 
commenced on 1st January 1946. They were withdrawn from 28th February 1977.  The 
Sandy Flat Post Office closed on 1st February 1980. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Tablelands,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England_Highway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_North_railway_line,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tenterfield,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_Australian_census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_Australian_census
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The former Sandy Flat Post Office building at 7042 New England Highway 

 

Sandy Flat circa 1955 showing the railway station building on the right 

In 2024 the remains of the Sandy Flat community comprises the remains of the former rail 
siding, a disused post office building and the more recent New South Wales Rural Fire 
Service shed together with an information stand on the Highway. There are some 
scattered agricultural properties in the surrounding area 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_Rural_Fire_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales_Rural_Fire_Service
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All that remains of the railway station is the platform facing 
 

On the platform was built a three roomed structure comprising a waiting room for 
passengers, a parcels room and a central vermin proof room to accommodate cream and 
milk being transported by rail to the Tenterfield butter factory and food such as bread 
coming into the community. 

 
According to NSW State Rail records, during construction of the Great Northern Railway line 
in the early 1880’s, the present locality of Sandy Flat was known as Bluff (being close to the 
Bluff River) and Cottesbrook (an outstation of the Bolivia run).   When the railway siding was 
being established some distance from the central points of either the Bluff River or 
Cottesbrook, the name Sandy Flat was adopted, being taken from a description of the area. 
 
With the advent of the railway, mail in and out of the area was conveyed by train with the mail 
being sorted on the Travelling Post Office carriage of the Brisbane Express via Wallangarra 
passenger trains.  
 
Within a few months of construction of the Sandy Flat railway siding, it became the location of 
the first Sandy Flat Post Office opened on June 20, 1887.  
In February 1916, it was relocated to the Airs family home, half a mile to the east. In 1920 the 
Sandy Flat community through the Progress Association proceeded to erect a post office and 
residence between the New England Highway and the railway line. 
 
Fund raising activities were undertaken for the project and a loan of two hundred pounds 
sought from the Department of Repatriation. It became a condition that future postmasters 
would be Returned Servicemen. Postal services ceased with the closure of a community mail 

bag facility on October 23, 1995. 
 
Not surprisingly, the bush hotel appears to have been a convenient medium for fraternisation 
among the local populace and Sandy Flat was no exception during the time of railway 
construction through the area. 
 
A hotel, known as The Australian with licensee John Quigley operated during the 1880’s at a 
camp a little way south of the eventual railway siding. 
To cater for the community’s needs, a general store served the community for almost a 
century until the closure of the last business in the early 1980’s.  
Shop keepers over the years included Frank and Jane Keirnan, Harry and Lizzie Halliday, 
George and Edith Wagner and Tom and Gladys Halliday.  
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The Bluff River Rail Bridge at Sandy Flat, designed by John Whitton, is listed on 
the Register of the National Estate. It consists of 10-span timber deck Queen Post truss 
viaduct, with each span measuring 13 metres. When completed in 1886 it was the second 
longest timber truss bridge in Australia.  

 

SANDY FLAT, New South Wales 
 

 

SANDY FLAT TYPE 2A DATE-STAMP 
 

Hopson & Tobin (1998) have recorded the use of a Type 2A date-stamp at Sandy Flat 

from 1932 to 1980. 

 

 
 

Two impressions of the Type 2A, 27½mm-diameter "SANDY FLAT /-1 MY 

42 / N.S.W" [LDL] date-stamp cancels a  ½d orange Kangaroo (watermarked, 

perf 13½ x 14) stamp of 13 March 1938  and a 1/- Lyre Bird (perf 13½ x 14) 

stamp of 2nd August 1937.           

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Whitton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Register_of_the_National_Estate
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NEW ZEALAND’S ROSS DEPENDENCY & ITS 
STAMPS                Tony Read’s talk to the September 2024 meeting. 

 
Victoria Land in Antarctica in Antarctica was discovered by James Clark Ross in 1841. At the 
time took possession of this bleak territory, along with the surrounding sea, on behalf of the 
United Kingdom. On 30 July 1923, the British Government passed an Order in Council under 
the British Settlements Act 1887, which defined the current borders of the Ross Dependency:-  

 
The Order in Council then went on to appoint the governor-general and commander-in-
chief of New Zealand as the governor of the territory. This Order in Council was published in 
the New Zealand Gazette on 16 August 1923, and on 14 November 1923, the governor-
general issued regulations extending New Zealand law to the Ross Dependency. 
But before 1923, when New Zealand took control Ross Dependency had other names. 
 

KING EDWARD VII LAND  
 

King Edward VII Land or King Edward VII Peninsula is a large, ice-
covered peninsula which forms the north-western extremity of Marie Byrd 
Land in Antarctica.   Most, but not all, of this peninsula is within New Zealand’s claimed 
Ross Dependency.  
 

Before leaving New Zealand on the 1908 British Antarctic Expedition, Captain Ernest 
Shackleton was appointed as a New Zealand Postmaster. He was provided with 23,492 
New Zealand "Penny Universal" stamps, overprinted "King Edward VII Land", Land' by 
Coulls, Culling & Co. for use on the Expedition. 
 

The Expedition left England in the Nimrod on 7 August 1907.  Its last port of call en route 
to Antarctica was Lyttleton, New Zealand, where a final departure for the southern 
continent was made on 1 January 1908. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_in_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor-General_of_New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander-in-chief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander-in-chief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand_Gazette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peninsula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marie_Byrd_Land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marie_Byrd_Land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1908_British_Antarctic_Expedition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Shackleton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Shackleton
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Postmaster Ernest Shackleton was provided with a circular date stamp, "BRIT. 
ANTARCTIC EXPD.", with "N.Z.", and time, date, year on four lines in the centre, which 
used to postmark mail from the continent.    This stamp now sells for about $1,800.  

 

This Shields 1909 cover was listed at $1,000 
 
Due to ice conditions, Shackleton was unable to reach King Edward VII Land, and 
established his base in McMurdo Sound. 
 

VICTORIA LAND  
 

The first British Expedition to Victoria Land left England on 15th June 1910.  Before leaving 
Port Chalmers in New Zealand on the Terra Nova  on 29th November 1910, 
Captain Robert Falcon Scott was appointed as a Postmaster. The Expedition arrived at 
McMurdo Sound on 4th January 1911.   
 

The New Zealand halfpenny green Edward VII stamp and the 1d red Universal Dominion 
Postage stamp were overprinted at the New Zealand Government Printer.     124,000 New 
Zealand red "Penny Dominion" stamps (200 sheets) were overprinted "VICTORIA LAND." 
of which 23,171 were carried by Postmaster Robert Falcon Scott on the expedition.  
 

The polar party achieved their objective of reaching the South Pole only to find they 
had been beaten by the Norwegian Expedition led by Amundsen. The party of five 
men (including Scott) all perished on the march back to the coast.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Edward_VII_Land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McMurdo_Sound
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terra_Nova_Expedition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Falcon_Scott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Land
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The Expedition used the same date-stamp as was used on the 1980 Shackleton 
Expedition.  

 

The halfpenny Edward VII overprinted stamp usually sells for around $1200.   The 1d 
overprinted stamp usually sells for around $1,400.  
 

During 1912, an additional 2,400 Edward VII ½d stamps were overprinted, and 1,940 of 
these were carried aboard the Terra Nova when it returned to Antarctica in the 1912–13 
summer season. 
 

ROSS DEPENDENCY STAMPS 
 

The first stamps inscribed Ross Dependency were issued in New Zealand on January 11, 
1957, in conjunction with the New Zealand Antarctic Expedition. This was led by 
Sir Edmund Hillary and was part of the Commonwealth Trans-Antarctic Expedition).    
Before the expedition left New Zealand, on 23 November 1956, Hillary had been 
appointed postmaster. When the expedition chose the site for Scott Base, a post office 
was established, initially in a tent. 

 
Trans-Antarctic Expedition (1955-1958). Ross Sea Committee cover: Commemorating the first 

Trans-Antarctic Crossing 1957-8 [cover postmarked on 20th January 1958] 

This commemorative envelope, above, shows an illustration of two men (presumably 
Edmund Hillary and Vivian Fuchs) shaking hands in a snowy landscape. They stand 
beside a sled dog team, and a caterpillar-wheeled vehicle. A single engine plane fly’s low 
overhead.    Four Ross Dependency stamps are at top right, and the envelope is rubber-
stamped by a Scott Base Meeting date-stamp of 20th January 1958. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Hillary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_Trans-Antarctic_Expedition


ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 29TH OCTOBE 2024 

15 | P a g e  
 

 
 

The Hillary Trans-Antarctic Expeditions arrival at the South Pole late-1957. 
 

New Zealand’s Scott Base was originally constructed as a temporary base in support of 
the UK inspired and privately managed Commonwealth Trans-Antarctic Expedition (TAE). 
The New Zealand government provided support for the TAE and also for other 
International Geophysical Year (IGY) projects during 1957. 
 

 
 

The route “To the South Pole on a farm tractor” 
 

 

A 2007 $2 stamp showed the expeditions TE-20 Ferguson tractor 
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The initial set of stamps consisted of four Ross Dependency stamps, in the denominations 
3d, 4d, 8d, and 1s 6d.  Tony Read showed them on a Seven Seas album page, minus the 
Edward VII Land and the Victoria Land stamps: - 
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When New Zealand adopted a decimal currency in 1967, the stamps were reissued in 
denominations of 2c, 3c, 7c, and 15c.   Tony Read showed these too, on a Seven Seas 
album page. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decimal_currency
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A new definitive set, consisting of six stamps denominated 3c, 4c, 5c, 8c, 10c and 18c was 
issued in 1972.  
 
The next set, issued in 1982 to mark the 25th anniversary of Scott Base, consisted of 5c, 
10c, 20c, 30c, 40c and 50c stamps. 

 

The Post Office at Scott Base was closed in 1987 as part of the rationalisation of New 
Zealand Post. Mail from the base was handled in Christchurch, and the issuing of "Ross 
Dependency" stamps ceased. 

 

New Zealand, but not Ross Dependency, issued set of Antarctic-themed stamps in 1984 – 
24c, 40c, 58c and 70c.  Tony Read showed this Seven Seas page. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christchurch
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New Zealand Post resumed the issue of stamps inscribed "Ross Dependency" in 1994, "due to local 

and international demand." A definitive set was issued in 1994, featuring Antarctic seals, birds & 

penguins.  
 

 
 

The 1995 stamps featured Antarctic explorers and their ships   40c James Cook and 
Resolution and Adventure; 80c James Ross and Erebus & Terror; $1 Roald Amundsen 
and Fram; $1.20 Robert Scott and Terra Nova; $1.50 Ernest Shackleton and Endurance; 
$1.80 Admiral Richard Byrd and aeroplane. 

 
 

The 1996 stamps featured Antarctic Glacial  Landscapes:- 40c Inside Ice Cave; 80c Base 
of Glacier; $1 Glacial Ice Fall; $1.20 Climbers on Crater Rim; $1.50 Pressure Ridges; 
$1.80 Fumarole Ice Tower. 
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The 1997 stamps showed Antarctic Birds: - 40c, 80c, $1, $1.20, $1.50 and $1.80. These 
were also available in a se-tenent block of six stamps. 
 

 

 

The 1998 stamps showed ice formations:-  

 
 

The 1999 stamps showed Antarctic Night Skies:-  

 

And so on, and so on, annually - until 2024.  
 

The denominations match those of contemporary New Zealand stamps. However, the 
stamps are not generally valid on New Zealand mail. Mail from the Ross Dependency is 
processed by the "Ross Dependency Agency", located at a post office in Christchurch. 
Members of the public (mostly philatelists and stamp dealers) are able to post items 
bearing Ross Dependency stamps at this office.  It’s the only place they can be posted. 

Mail is cancelled with the inscription "Ross Dependency Agency, Christchurch. 



ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 29TH OCTOBE 2024 

21 | P a g e  
 

THE SHORTAGE OF SILVER COINS IN THE 18th 
CENTURY – IN EARLY NEW SOUTH WALES AND 
IN BRITAIN 
 

This article was based on Tony Read’s talk to the September Club meeting and on other 
internet sources 
 

IN EARLY NEW SOUTH WALES 
Tony Read prefaced his talk on the availability of British coins in early New South Wales by 
noting that Governor King’s Proclamation of coins only included the guinea, the shilling and 
the 1d copper coin.  
 

The infant colony struggled to survive the first few decades. The population of Sydney was 
only 3,000.  Britain was fully occupied in the years before 1815 with the Napoleonic Wars.  
Coinage was in very short supply.   
 

The main means of purchase and exchange ended up being rum.  Access to rum was 
controlled by officers in the New South Wales Corps, who did most of the trading in land and 
goods from incoming ships. 

 
NSW Governor, Philip Gidley King 

 

Despite that, there was quite a variety of foreign coins being circulated in New South Wales.   
In 1800 Governor Philip Gidley King made a Proclamation on 19th November 1800 setting out 
the value of these 11 coins:-  

Their new value in the colony of New South Wales was ordered to be : - a Guinea at 
£1/2/0d,  a Rupee at  2/6d,  a Half-Johanna at £2,  a Dutch Guilder at 2/0d,  a Gold 
Mohur at £1/17/6d, an English Shilling at 1/1d,  a Spanish Dollar at 5/0d,  a copper 
penny coin of at 0/2d, a Johanna at £4, a  Ducat at 9/6d and a Pagoda 8/0d. 
 

King George III had reigned for the 60 years from 1760 to 1820. For the first 40 of those years 
gold guineas and half guineas were produced by the Royal Mint every year.  Though not 
mentioned in Governor King’s Proclamation, the half-guinea would have been as common 
here as the gold guinea coin.   Numismatists believe that the Spade Guineas of 1787 and 
1788 were the Proclamation Guinea, but other George III Guineas may have made it here 
too. 
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1788 “Spade” gold guinea of George III was probably the NSW Proclamation coin. This image 
is of the 1788 coin 
 

Tony Read asked if the 1787 silver shilling mentioned in King’s proclamation was correct?   
Lord Liverpool wrote at the end of the 18th Century that: - “Our present silver coins are mere 
counters without any impression on the face or revers, or any graining on the edge, or indeed 
any exterior mark by which they can be distinguished as a coin”. 
 

……AND IN BRITAIN 
 

At the same time as New South Wales was starting to “find its feet”, in England, at the start of 
the 19th Century and end of the 18th Century, most business transactions were settled by 
barter or in gold.   
 

Through the 18th Century gold was the only metal in constant supply from the Royal Mint.  By 
the middle of that Century silver coins: - the shilling, the sixpence and the threepence, were 
unable to regularly minted because of the unavailability of silver. This created huge problems 
for domestic trade and for the payment of wages.  
 

QUEEN ANNE (1702-1714) 
 

Early silver shillings were produced in the reign of Queen Anne (1702-1714). Tony Read 
showed two. The legend reads as a single title from obverse to reverse and translates "Anne 
by the Grace of God Queen of Great Britain, France and Ireland" The word Vigo below the 
Queen's bust records that this coin was made from silver captured from the Spanish at Vigo 
Bay.  Coins without the “VIGO” were produced from silver from England and Wales.  

 
 
GEORGE I (1714-1727)  
At the beginning of the reign of King George I the price of silver had risen considerably, 
resulting in much of the existing British silver coinage being melted down. Few new silver 
coins were struck.   Isaac Newton, the Master of the Mint, wrote a minute dated 21 
September 1717 in which he blamed the rising price of silver on the overvaluation of the 
guinea at twenty-one shillings and sixpence. Newton's memo resulted in a Proclamation of 20 
December reducing the value of the guinea to twenty-one shillings.   In 1718 it was decided to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_I_of_Great_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Newton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Master_of_the_Mint
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strike a new gold coin equal to a quarter guinea to provide useful coin worth approximately 
the same as the five-shilling silver crown. 

 
The 1823 “SSC” George I shilling 

 
The 1723 George I shilling boasts the letters “SSC” on the reverse, standing for the South 
Sea Company.  The letters denote that the silver was supplied by the South Sea Company, 
which was at the centre of a major financial catastrophe known as the 'South Sea Bubble' in 
1720. The South Sea Company had been granted a charter to trade with the Spanish 
colonies in South America, and the company vastly over-inflated its share price by giving the 
impression to shareholders, the government, and the public that it’s potential for growth was 
larger than it actually was. The “South Sea Bubble” burst after shares reached £1,000.   
Shareholders made huge losses. 
 

GEORGE II (1727-1760)  
 

George II reigned from 1727 to 1760.   Silver shillings were minted from 1743 to 1747 in small 
quantities, except that after Admiral Anson’s voyage around the World in 1746 silver captured 
from Spain was used to mint £136,000 of silver coins.  

 
1747 “Anson” shilling of George II 

 No more silver coins were minted between 1747 and 1751.  1751 was the year that the half-
Crown gold coin was abolished. 
Many of the earlier silver coins of George II, other than the ‘Anson’ shillings were made with 
limited supplies of silver from the west of Britain. 
A ‘rose’ mint mark meant it was made of silver from England.  A ‘leek’ mintmark meant it was 
made with silver from Wales. 

 
A ‘LIMA” mark on both gold and silver coins meant it was struck from Spanish silver. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_(British_coin)


ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB NEWSLETTER FOR 29TH OCTOBE 2024 

24 | P a g e  
 

Almost no sixpences shillings were struck until 1757 when the Bank of England requested 
and paid for a large quantity of sixpences and shillings.  
 

The silver coins of 1757 and 1758 were made with silver obtained from overseas (i.e. the 
Spanish American colonies).  
 

 
1758 George II shilling 

 

The 1757 coins, like a later issue in 1787, had been ordered by the Bank of England, not the 
Government.  They were minted at a loss and they were not distributed freely by the Bank. 
Silver continued to flow out of Europe throughout the 18th century and, as it was worth more 
as bullion than as coin, production of silver coinage dwindled. This decline in silver production 
was exacerbated by the end of domestic sources of silver. Mines in Wales and the west of 
England were closing down. After 1745 supplies of domestic silver dried up apart from one 
small mintage of west of England silver in 1747, but the later issues in 1750-1 and 1757-8 
were made from silver purchased from overseas.  
 
Owing to the increasing difficulty of obtaining silver, coins of 1758 were the last silver pieces 
to be issued in any quantity for general circulation for nearly 30 years. 
 
GEORGE III (1760-1820) 
 

Moving to the reign of George III the scarcity of silver continued. It could no longer be looted 
from Spanish galleons.  The early years of George III’s (1762-1763) reign saw a prolific 
minting of threepences.  These were intended for general circulation. The 1762 and 1763 
dates are the most common threepences are the most common encountered until 1816.  Any 
threepences after 1763 were mostly for the annual Maundy money sets. 
 

 
1763 George III threepence 

 

It is interesting to note that Captain Cook on his 2nd voyage landed at the north end of the 
South Island of New Zealand and presented some empty bottles, some spiked nails and 
some 1763 threepences to the Maori onlookers. 
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Earlier, in 1760, the Bank of England had urged the Royal Mint to produce gold coins of 7 
shillings (half Guinea) value, but the Mint refused.   Nothing was done to supply silver coinage 
so the Bank of England petitioned the Royal Mint once more in 1761. 
 

 
George III quarter guinea coin of 1762 

 
Despite the Mint’s objections, 300,000 gold quarter Guinea coins were struck in 1762.  They 
were values at 5 shillings and 3 pence. It was modelled on a coin issues in 1718, when the 
scarcity of silver had earlier become apparent.  
 

A ‘one-off’ silver shilling was struck in 1763, with a mintage of less than 3,000.  It’s been 
called the Northumberland shilling. It was the only silver currency coin coming from the Royal 
Mint for the next quarter of a century. 
 

 
The Northumberland shilling 

 

Hugh Percy, 2nd Earl (later 1st Duke) of Northumberland was appointed Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland.  Soon after he arrived he had the Mint produce these shillings featuring the young 
head of Gorge III. He is said to have distributed £100 worth of these coins while parading the 
streets of Dublin after his installation as Lord Lieutenant, and to friends and acquaintances.  
They were not in general circulation.  
 

The King’s Assayer wrote in 1773 that although “Everyone body that pounds, shillings and 
pence denoted specific quantities of pure silver. We have never heard until lately a word of 
gold being the standard of value”.   This changed in 1776 when the government decided only 
to deal with gold and leave any silver coins as they were - and not even try to re-mint them.   
 

The silver coins had become so worn that the writing on them was unrecognizable.  
 
The Royal Mint were animated only twice more in the 18th Century to deal with the 
shortage of silver coins. .  In 1757-8 they struck £79,198 of shilling coins and in 1787 
£55,459 of shilling coins that had been ordered by the Bank of England. .  
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1787 George III shilling 

 

 In 1787 the price of silver was a little cheaper, but despite these attempts at minting silver 
coinage the public outcry was great.  The Bank had no intention of issuing these shilling coins 
to the public.  Only small quantities were released at Christmas time.   The Bank has £22,800 
remaining.  The shilling coins (weighing 6.0 grams) that were issued, were soon in the melting 
pot because of their bullion value.  
 

In 1774 the legal tender of silver became limited. Any tender of silver over £25 had to be 
made by weigh only at 5 shillings twopence per troy ounce.  That’s because the 
‘indecipherable’ shillings were getting smaller through wear. Forgery was only a matter of 
producing a blank.  
 

Employers unable to provide coins in low denominations for wages had to put the onus on 
their employees in pairs with gold. Workers had to remain together until change was found.  It 
was a huge imposition on the poor. A remedy included the issuing of silver notes, a sort of 
unofficial paper currency.   
 

The lack of coin wasn’t just inconvenient. It led to law-breaking, i.e. coin-clipping. Coin-
clipping was an organised industry run by gangs.  People paid to rent silver coins by the hour 
or half-hour for clipping.  
 

 
Part of a hoard of clipped silver coins uncovered in 2015 in the Forest of Dean 

 

Those who refused to take part were intimidated by the gangs.  
Other folk “sweated” gold coins by throwing them up in the air in a woollen blanket.   The 
blankets was burnt and any gold dust that came off the coins was recovered from the soot 
and ash. 
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A counterfeit silver shilling of George III. 

 

Counterfeiting was the serious offence of treason that was punishable by death.  On 
18th March 1789, Catherine and Hugh Murphy were executed at Newgate Prison in 
London for coining.  The term covered several offences, such as clipping bits off silver and 
gold coins to melt down, colouring coins to make them look more valuable, producing 
counterfeits and possessing the equipment to do so.   
 

Catherine Murphy was the last person in England to be burnt at the stake. Her husband 
and six other men convicted of counterfeiting were hanged at Newgate on the same date. 
Burning as a method of execution was abolished the following year by the Treason Act 
1790. 
  

 
Royal mint in the Tower of London, 1809 

During the period from the late 17th through early 19th century the British government more 
or less ignored small change other than legislating the outlawing of private token issues in 
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1674 which effectively ended the 17th century token issues. But the Royal Mint did very little 
to replace the tokens with coins of the realm.  
 

The Royal Mint practically did nothing until 1797 with the massive coinage of pennies and 
twopences that year, then following in 1799 with farthings and halfpence, and 1806 with 
farthing through the pennies again.   
 

The situation only really resolved itself in 1816-17, following the conclusion of the Napoleonic 
Wars, there was a significant coinage act which resolved Britain's coin shortage. The coinage 
was put strictly on the gold standard and the government abandoned all attempts to make the 
coinage have the same face value as its intrinsic worth. 

 

 


