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2025 is our 60th Year 

 

 
 

Things got busy on the Saturday morning at our 2025 Spring Fair, 15th & 16th November 

2025.  These folk were clustered around Phil & Win Morehouse’ tables. 

 

 

Our web-site is https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/ 

https://orangecoinsandstamps.org/
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The committee of 
the Orange Coin & 
Stamp Club wish 
members & readers 
a merry Christmas 
and a happy 2025. 
 

The current meeting is 
on Tuesday 25th November 
2025 at 7.30pm. 
 
Our next Mini-fair is 
on Saturday morning 6th 
December 2025, 9-12,  
at the Orange Cultural 
Centre. 
 
There is no mini-fair 
in January.  The next 
mini-fair after 
December is on Saturday 
morning 7th February 
2026,9-12 
 
The next nigt meeting 
after November, is on 

Tuesday 27th January 
2025 
 

 

 

 
 

Our meetings and the monthly fair 

are held in the Orange Cultural 

Centre building Sale St, Orange. 

It’s the building that used to be a 

school. It’s on the right hand side 

as you enter the Woolworths Car 

Park.  

 

 
 

THE BIG NEWS IS THAT OUR 

2-DAY ORANGE 2025 SPRING 

FAIR ON SATURDAY 15th and 

SUNDAY 16th NOVEMBER 

WAS THE BUSIEST WE HAVE 

HAD IN YEARS 

 

It was the busiest 2-day Spring Fair in years.  

On the Saturday morning the Orange High 

School car park was full.  It was full in side of 

the High School hall too. 
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Visitors were asked at the front desk how they 

found about the Show.  About 45% said they 

saw it on Facebook. About 40% said they saw 

the Channel 7 adds.  During the repeat of the 

Edinburgh Tattoo, for instance, on the 

Thursday previous, 8 of our ads were broadcast.  
 

Some heard about the Spring Fair it on the 

Central West ABC radio, the 2 community 

radio stations, and others, regulars, “just knew it 

was on”.  
 

Dealers all seemed very happy with sales, 

although it was noted that those at the back of 

the Hall did less well.  It’s a problem we need 

to look at for 2016. 
 

As well as the 2 stamp dealers and the five 

coin/notes dealers this year we had Glenn 

Deveigne & Michael Brough as silver bullion 

dealers.  
 

A lot of the excitement in the numismatic world 

is coming from very high silver and gold prices.  

 

FRONT DOOR 

 
Bill Marshall and Kevin Capnerhurst on the 

front desk on the Saturday morning – with a 

visitor to Orange 
 

Thanks to those members who worked on the 

front desk. Genise did a fantastic job in 

‘pushing’ raffle-ticket sales and encouraging 

visitors to join our Club, or at least come to our 

mini-fairs.  Bill Marshall and Kevin 

Capnerhurst, above, also did a great job as did 

Graham Doherty and Bruce Chadderton. 

Several of the front-door ‘regulars’ were 

missing because of health issues. 
 

Thanks to all those too, who collected and 

returned the Club’s trestle tables. 

 

DISPLAYS 

The Club normally only has its competitive 

displays at the Orange Expo in March/April, 

but this year we offered two $20 Bunnings 

vouchers for the best philatelic display and the 

best numismatic display.  The visiting dealers 
acted as judges. 
 

The displays filled the two rows of trestle tables 

in the centre of the Hall.  Also included were 5 

stamp frames the Club had acquired from 

Bathurst Club.  
 

The winning numismatic display was from Rob 

Willis: - The World’s Banknote and the Smallest 

Coin.  

The winning stamp display was from Derek 

Dolstra; - World War I postcards from Private 

Jack from the Suez Canal Front. 

 

RAFFLE  

The Spring Fair raffle was drawn at 2pm on the 

Sunday. 

 1st prize, the food hamper, was won by 

ticket Black D48 to Bob of Parkes.  Bon 

picked it up on a visit to Orange on 

Thursday. 

 2nd prize, wine & cake, was won by 

ticket Green B 92 by ‘Matt’. 

 3rd prize was won by ticket Green C 

027 by John S.  
 

KIDS ACTIVITIES 
This time around Audrey Ferris was 

unavailable to run the usual kid’s activities 

table.   Instead, we made up 15 give-away 

“show bags” - each containing a packet of 

World coins, packets of Australian & World 

stamps, an Australian 7 Seas  stamp catalogue 

and out-of-sale-date first day & PNC covers 

that had been kindly donated by Orange 

Postshop.  
 

With one “show-bag” per family they all went 

quickly. We could have given out another 35. 

Also 15 empty stamp albums, donated by Phil 

& Win Morehouse, were also handed out to 

kids. 
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Thanks, too, to Genise Flynn for bringing some 

colouring-in sheets and a big metal bowl of 

give-away Australian   pre-Decimal stamps. 

 

OUR ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS IN 

FEBRUARY & 60th 

ANNIVERSARY DINNER IS 

ON WEDNESDAY 4TH 

FEBRUARY 2026 
 

The October meeting decided against having a 

60th Anniversary dinner on the Saturday of the 

2025 Spring Fair. 
 

Instead we would celebrate our 60th 

Anniversary and our usual Christmas in 

February at the Robin Hood on Wednesday 4th 

February 2026. 
 

More details wil be provided at our 27th January 

2026 meeting. 

 

DATES FOR 2025 & 2026 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club, November 24th 

meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre. This is our last meeting for 2025. 
 

Petersham Stamp &Coin Fair, Sunday 30th 

November 2025, 9.30-4, Petersham Town 

Hall, 106 Crystal St, Petersham NSW 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 
Saturday 6th December 2025, 9 to 12ish, at the 

Orange Cultural Centre 
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club, January 27th 

2026 meeting, 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 

Centre.  
 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club mini-fair, 
Saturday 7th December 2026, 9 to 12ish, at the 

Orange Cultural Centre 
 

Wodonga Stamp Fair, Saturday 11th April 

2026, 9-3, at 15 Havelock St, Wodonga VIC 

3690 
 

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, May 16th & 17th 

2026, Sturt Public School, White Avenue, 

Karingal (a Wagga suburb), 
 

Rockhampton Club’s Stamp Fair, Saturday 

13th June 2026, 9-3; at Fox Hall, Gladstone Rd, 

Rockhampton Qld 
 

OUR SPRING FAIR 2025 COIN & 

STAMP DEALERS - PLEASE KEEP 

SUPPORTING THEM  

 

 M.R. Roberts’ Wynyard Coins, 3 

Barrack St Sydney 2000; Ph (02) 9299 

2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 Their e-mail 

address is sales@wynyardcoins.com 

 

  Orange Stamps & Coins (Howard 

Lyons), PO Box 9288, Orange, 2800; 

Mobile 0427 107 554 Phone/fax (02) 

6362 2368, E-mail: -

howard.lyons@bigpond.com  

Buying and Selling – Stamps, Coins, 

Banknotes, Accessories, etc.  

 

 Phil & Win Morehouse, Bankstown. 

NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 4087, New e-

mail is: - 

phillipmorehouse401@gmail.com  

 

 Top End Coins:   Les Robinson, P.O. 

Box 381, Nelson Bay. 2315  Phone: 

0455 660 

email:  topendcoins@gmail.com 

 

 Peter Neville Stamps.  Orange. 

Phone 0400754209   

peternevillestamps@gmail.com  or 

www.ebay.com/str/stampsorangens 

 

 Larry’s Bullion (Glenn Deveigne), 

silver bullion bought and sold; phone 

0458262302, 

stillafriend2025@gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:topendcoins@gmail.com
mailto:peternevillestamps@gmail.com
http://www.ebay.com/str/stampsorangens
mailto:stillafriend2025@gmail.com
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TURN YOUR STAMPS INTO 

CASH! GET SOME PAGES 

READY FOR THE CLUB’S 

EXCHANGE BOOK 

Colin needs coin and stamp pages for the next 

stamp circuit book and the next coin/note circuit 

books    

Colin can be contacted direct at Email: 

ptilinopus1@bigpond.com Ph: 63690634. 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND 

CORRESPONDENCE TO THE 

CLUB 
 

Items for this newsletter are always required. You 

do not have to be a member of the Orange Club.  

They need to be posted to the Editor, Derek 

Dolstra, who is also the secretary at the Club’s 

postal address: -PO Box 9113, ORANGE 2800 or 

better still e-mailed in Word format (pictures as 

jpg files) to: - ddolstra@bigpond.net.au   or Phone 

02 63 614 872.    

 

 
 

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 
remains the same. Their e-mail address is 

sales@wynyardcoins.com 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Gerry Jeffermans (with the striped Tee) was busy with coin customers at our 2025 Spring 
Fair. Gerry also provided a box of free World coins for kids 

mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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The M.R. Roberts’ Wynyard Coin Centre’s tables were always busy at the 2025 
Spring Fair 

 

 
 

Rob. Willis has a variety of coins & banknotes. Here he talks to a client on the 
Saturday afternoon.  The Saturday afternoon was quieter than the morning, but 
still busy. 
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Les Robinson from Top End Coins takes a breather after a busy Saturday 
morning.  Les was only available on the Saturday. 

 

…AND HOWARD LYONS’ ORANGE STAMPS & COINS 
AUCTION ON 25th OCTOBER 2025 
 

 
 

No it’s not the Spring Fair but the Orange Stamps & Coins auction #10, an associated 
event, held at the High School on 25th October 2025 
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PALMOLIVE SOAP & AUSTRALIAN PALMOLIVE SOAP 
TOKENS 
In 1864, a man called Burdette Jay Johnson (1826–1902) founded the B.J. Johnson Co. 
in Milwaukee in the Unites States. The Company produced not only soap, but candles and 
cheese. Toothpaste was a long way off. 
 
In 1898, they introduced an olive-green coloured, floating bar of soap made of coconut, palm 
and olive oils. It was sold aggressively under the brand name "Palmolive". It became quite 
popular due to its advertising campaign. It was promoted as “the type of soap that would have 
been favoured in ancient Egypt by the Pharaohs and especially the Pharaoh's Daughter. 
 

 
 

After only two years, Palmolive bar soap was the World's best-selling soap. Originally, 
Palmolive Soap marketing claimed the soap contained "Genuine Malaga (Spain) Olive Oil, 
the Oil of Palms, Glycerine, and the Oil of Lamb's Wool, Super-fatted with Cocoa Butter, 
the celebrated skin food".   By 1925, the olive oil was said to be "Italian".  World-wide the 
wrapper was a shiny green with a black bar.  
 

 
 

In 1926 Palmolive merges with Peet Brothers, forming the Palmolive-Peet Company. 
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The obverse of one of the Australian “B” tokens shows the conditions of exchange 
 
At that time Palmolive-Peet issued bronze loyalty tokens.  They were given out with pocket 
change by grocers to customers in the hope of a repeat purchase. They could be 
redeemed at any dealer who carried Palmolive cake soap.  My wife’s grandmother, now 
deceased, remembered them, Pre-World War II, stuck onto the end of Palmolive soap 
bars wrappings at the grocers.  
 

The bronze token issue started in the United States.  There they had a large number of 
varieties, many specific to a region, or even a city. In the United States they even 
accompanied newspaper advertisements for Palmolive soap. 
 
During the 1920s and 1930s, the issue of brass and other metal tokens by American 
companies was a prevalent marketing strategy for a variety of consumer products. 
 
Before long there were versions of the Palmolive tokens in Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada, and the United Kingdom. 
 
These tokens, often resembling coins, were distributed as a means to encourage 
customer loyalty, and could be exchanged for goods or services. Companies across 
various sectors, notably within the soap, cleaning products and food and beverage 
industries, adopted this approach. The tokens served not only as a marketing tool but also 
held intrinsic value for customers through discounts and rewards. Collecting these tokens 
actually became a popular pastime, as some businesses capitalized on this trend by 
launching special collecting campaigns or competitions that promised additional rewards 
or prizes. 
 
Advertising strategies evolved and ‘cut-out, paper coupons, along with other marketing 
tactics, became more cost-effective and widespread.  The use of metal tokens had 
disappeared by the 1950’s. 
 
There seems to be three varieties of the Australian “B” tokens as shown below.  
These images have been taken from an article by George Shea: “Varieties of the Aussie 
Palmolive ‘B’ Tokens” that appeared in the December 2016 Queensland Numismatic 
Society Magazine.      With thanks. 
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GUERNSEY UNDER GERMAN OCCUPATION – THE 
STAMP BISECTS AND THE LOCAL STAMPS 

Lots of articles have been written about the stamp bisects of Guernsey and the production of local stamps in the period 
of German Occupation.   This article was written to feature material now held by the Orange Club and passed on to us 
from the Bathurst Club. 

 
On 15 June 1940, after the Allied defeat in the Battle of France, the British government 
decided that the Channel Islands were of no strategic importance and would not be 
defended. But they didn’t tell Germany.  
 

 
 
The Channel Islands, Guernsey and Jersey at that time served no purpose for the 
Germans other than the propaganda value of occupying part of Britain.  
 

On 16 June 1940, the Lieutenant-Governors of each of the Channel Islands were 
instructed to make as many boats as possible available to help evacuate British soldiers 
from Saint-Malo. Guernsey was too far away to help on such short notice. The Bailiff of 
Jersey called on the Saint Helier Yacht Club for help.  Four yachts set off immediately, and 
fourteen others were ready within 24 hours. The first yachts arrived in Saint-Malo the 
morning of 17 June and embarked troops from shore to waiting transport ships; the 
remaining yachts from Jersey arrived on 18 June and helped clear the last parties from 
land.  
 
The last troops left the islands on 20th June, departing so quickly that they left behind 
bedding and half-consumed meals.  
The British government decided to make as many ships as possible available so that 
islanders who wanted to leave had the option. 
By 21st June 1940 it was apparent to the government of Guernsey that it would be 
impossible to evacuate everyone who wanted to leave. Priority would have to be given to 
special categories for the time remaining. The messaging in Guernsey became anti-
evacuation; in total 5,000 schoolchildren and 12,000 adults out of a population of 42,000 
were evacuated.  
 
In Jersey, where children were on holiday to help with the potato crop, 23,000 civilians 
registered to leave, but the majority of the islanders following the consistent advice of the 
island government, chose to stay, with only 6,600 of 50,000 leaving.  
 
Nearby Cherbourg, in France, was already occupied by German forces before official 
evacuation boats started leaving on 20 June; the last official one left on 23rd June, 
although mail boats and cargo ships continued to call at the islands until 28th June. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi_propaganda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-Malo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cherbourg
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The Germans did not realise that the islands had been demilitarised and they approached 
them with caution.   Luftwaffe reconnaissance flights were couldn’t tell what was 
happening.  On 28th June 1940, they sent a squadron of bombers over the islands. They 
bombed the harbours of Guernsey and Jersey. 
 
In St. Peter Port, the main town of Guernsey, some trucks lined up to load tomatoes for 
export to England were mistaken by the reconnaissance flights for troop carriers. A similar 
attack occurred in Jersey where nine died. In total, 44 islanders were killed in the raids.  
 

 

 

Tomato trucks at St Peter Port were bombed on 28th June 1941 
 

While the German Army, the Wehrmacht was preparing Operation Grünpfeil (Green 
Arrow), a planned invasion of the islands with assault troops comprising two battalions, a 
reconnaissance pilot, Hauptmann Liebe-Pieteritz, made a test landing at Guernsey's 
deserted airfield on 30th June to determine the level of defence.   He reported his brief 
landing and they came to the decision that the islands were not defended.  
 
A platoon of Luftwaffe airmen was flown that evening to Guernsey by Junkers transport 
planes. Inspector Sculpher of the Guernsey police went to the airport carrying a letter 
signed by the bailiff stating that "This Island has been declared an Open Island by His 
Majesty's Government of the United Kingdom. There are no armed forces of any 
description. The bearer has been instructed to hand this communication to you. He does 
not understand the German language." He found that the airport had been taken over by 
the Luftwaffe. The senior German officer, Major Albrecht Lanz, asked to be taken to the 
island's chief man. They went by police car to the Royal Hotel where they were joined by 
the bailiff, the president of the controlling committee, and other officials. Lanz announced 
through an interpreter that Guernsey was now under German occupation. In this way the 
Luftwaffe pre-empted the Wehrmacht's invasion plans. 
 

 
 

German Occupation troops march past a Boots Pharmacy 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surveillance_aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bomber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter_Port
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tomato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wehrmacht
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luftwaffe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albrecht_Lanz
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The Germans organised their administration of all the Channel Islands as part of the 
French department of Manche.  It was incorporated into Vichy France, but actually 
administered as part of military government ‘Area A’, based in St. Germain in the northerly 
occupied part of France.  
 

After the occupation by the Germans on 1st July 1940, it became aware that the supply of 
½d and 1d U.K. stamps were getting very low, especially on Guernsey.  
 

They were needed for the local letter rate of 1d and the local postcard rate of ½d.   Letters 
to overseas destinations, even neutral countries were forbidden.  The German military 
used its own postal system. 
 

After consultation with the Guernsey Post Office (and the Jersey Post Office) it was 
decided to produce a series of stamps locally.  Work was started on their production in 
October 1940.  
 

The last mail to England had left on 28th June 1940 by ship, just before the first bombing 
raid.  Work was not fast enough.   By 1st December supplies of the British 1d stamp were 
so low that supplies were exhausted before the local stamp was ready.  
 
The German military administration made the suggestion that 2d stamps should be 
bisected diagonally and used as a 1d stamp.   This suggestion was adopted and on 
Christmas Eve 1940, the following Post Office Notice was inserted in the Evening News 
and The Star newspapers:-  

“NOTICE” 
“The Post Office advised that further supplies of the 1d postage stamps are not at 
present available and that until further notice the prepayment of Penny Postage for 
printed papers etc. can be effected by using one half of a 2d stamp provided that the 
division is made by cutting the stamp diagonally” 
 

Although the bisecting of the 2d British stamp was authorised on late 24th December 1940, 
that days’ mails had already been collected.  Because of Christmas Day and Boxing Day 
public holidays these letters/postcards could not be postmarked until Friday 27th 
December 1940. 
 

 
 

Everyone had to carry an ID card 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manche
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vichy_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_military_administration_in_occupied_France_during_World_War_II
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Four different U.K. stamps were bisected. These include the ordinary King George VI   2d 
value and the Postal Centenary 2d value.  These were on sale at all Guernsey post offices. 
Some King George V 2d stamps (1912-1924 issues and the 1934 issue) which were in the 
hands of stamp collectors, and still valid for postal use, were also bisected. There were only 
about 1,100 of these available. 
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UNAUTHORISED BISECTS 
Although only the 2d stamp bisect was authorised by the German Occupation authorities 

some other issues were used.  These include the 2½d King George VI value which was used 

to provide two 1d bisects.  The 1d red King George VI value and the Stamp Centenary 1d 

value were also used to provide two ½d values.  

The lack of stamp supplies was more acute on Guernsey than on neighbouring Jersey.  
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This postcard, showing the old harbour in Guernsey, was posted from Cobo, a small sub-Post 
Office on Guernsey. 
 
The address side shows a double-circle postmark of 8th February 1941. The “1” in “1941”, 
however has been made from a “0” from the previous year by bisecting the “0” vertically and 
using half of it.   There was no longer access to the Post Office Workshops in London for a 
new “!” year plug.  
If stamps were not bisected carefully and diagonally they were liable to a surcharge. 
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The postcard, shown at the top, was another one with an image of the old harbour in 
Guernsey.  It, too, was postmarked at Cobo on 22nd February 1941.   A “1” had been found for 
“1941”.This was the last date on which the 2d stamp could be bisected, 
Below that is a “PRINTED PAPER” cover, cancelled with a “GUERNSEY / * / 24 JA / 41 / 
CHANNEL ISLANDS” date-stamp at St Peter Port, the “capital’. 
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GUERNSEY LOCAL STAMPS  

 
 
When the decision was made in October 1940 to issue locally-produced stamps in Guernsey, 
the Guernsey Press Company Ltd was approached to undertake their production.  Mr E.W. 
Vaudin, their artist, was asked to prepare a design.  
 

The Germans would not allow King George VI’s head, nor anything with a connection to 
Britain.   So Mr Vaudin used the Arms of Guernsey. He didn’t tell them that they are part of 
the personal Coat of Arms of the Sovereign of England. The unsuspecting Germans never 
realised it.  
 

The printing plates were prepared by Charles H. Toms, with 30 ‘subjects’ for the 1d stamp.  
From this plate 60 stamps were typographed in two operations.  The top half of the sheet was 
done first, then the bottom half.   The first printing was on pre-gummed paper.  Following 

printings of the 1d stamp and all of the ½d and the 2½d stamps had to be gummed locally 

after printing.  
 

The ½d and the 2½d stamps were prepared the same way.  
 

The 1d red stamp was issued on 18th February 1941.  The ½d green stamp was issued on 

12th April 1941. Sales of the ½d stamp were restricted to 10 copies per person. The blue 2½d 

value was issued much later on 12th April 1944.  
 
Colours varied slightly with subsequent printings.   Printing inks were getting hard to find. 
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A variety of roulette perforations are known for these issues. The equipment used to do the 
job was worn out and damaged even before the German Occupation. The roulette 
perforations are described as “quite crude”. 
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With the issue of the Guernsey 1d local stamp on 18th February 1941 the Guernsey Post 
Office ordered that bisecting the 2d stamp would cease on 22nd February 1941.  This notice 
appeared at post offices and in the newspapers. 
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This registered cover was posted at St Martins on 12th April 1944. That was the date when the 

last 2½d value local stamp was issued. It is a first day cover for that stamp only. 

 

The 2½d value was also printed by the Guernsey Press Company Ltd on unwatermarked 

paper.  They also did the rouletting of the stamps.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


