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THE BRUCE COLLECTION

This collection of New South Wales postal markings was formed by Dr H B (Barnett)
Bruce in the 1930s and is arranged in 19 volumes by the inspectorial districts of the time.
Post offices opened since 1936 were listed at the end, hence the population figures are
probably from the 1934 census. It was borrowed by the Australian Post Office for display
at Anpex 59 but was unfortunately water damaged in a fire whilst in their possession.
They purchased the collection and donated it to the Philatelic Association of NSW in
1985. It has now been remounted by Cyril McColough and Richard Peck.

Dr Bruce’s original information (mileage from Sydney, population from the 1934 census)
is preserved but has been supplemented by information from NC Hopson & R Tobin,
NSW & ACT Post, Receiving, Telegraph & Telephone Offices (Vols 1-4). In these cases,
distances in km are given from the nearest town.

The following abbreviations have been used for post office information:

CMA- Community Mail Agency. Established after 1979 where a PO had closed and in
some instances a date-stamp continued in use.

LPO- Licensed Post Office (replacing POA from 1993).

NONO- Non-official post office (Allowance office pre 1927 and Post Office Agency
post 1985). They provided normal postal facilities with/without money order business.
OPO- Official Post Office. Introduced in 1862 after the money order system was
established.

PO- Post Office

POA- Post Office Agency (post 1985)

P&T- Official Post & Telephone Office. Consequent upon amalgamation of separate post
and telegraph offices in a town after 1870.

RO- Receiving Office (1875-1927). To accept and receive correspondence for residents
in the locality, the receipt and despatch of mail bags and sale of postage stamps. They
were generally not given date-stamps till upgraded to PO status.

SO- Semi-official post offices (1904-1911) conducting all business but at which revenue
was insufficient to justify official status.

TO- Telephone Office (telephone/telegraph business but no postal facilities except as
applicable to an RO). First established in the 1890s and often re-established afier closure
ofa PO. After 1975 TOs came under the control of Telecom and date-stamps were often
withdrawn. Most were later replaced by automatic exchanges.

No details of date-stamps and postal markings have been given. They can be found in
Hopson & Tobin and R Tobin, Postmarks of NSW, Vol.1 (1983), Vols.2-3 (2001).

The collection is available for display to stamp clubs and societies. Please contact Philas.

Philas also holds material from the 1982 NSW postmark census and will participate in a
similar exercise in 2003 thanks again to the co-operation of Australia Post.
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