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'rH TN r:"YJ s OF 

NE SOUTH I A I~ s :FOST~..i.t.FY.S . 

JR:!; and EARLY DATE STPJ FS • 

Al t 1ou.;h the Post Off icc ~ E..s cstatlisheU. in .,yu 1oy in t Sllo I 
have not seem r ny cc::.nce.llvtlon rior to 1 (:)29 . Thf t 10 c wwn ,t,;rcunder 
and Idteke i.t that it wts iss uea in 1828 tn~ .vear in v.hlcu tc 1 p . Q. ex-
anae and t.ne ~~ven country offices were o~ elled . (JJOst or ' used 

very similar obliterators . 

First(?) ty e 

11 6rovmed Qva::t- 11 
•• 

4 varletles . 

"Crowned Oval 11 ty ... e 1Cl ..... d 

fhrs be an to 8 ear in ,. rob· bhly i l 1f ~ [11~ G1ere 
1 Scr~ll vbove ant a--s.lewn ere 
2 Oval & l'ays . The manuf[ cture/ f/ ~~ ... ~ die was 

authoriseu in 1 11 1o3J.t by Col.0ec . 
( 3 ) .Lfo orm ment 
{4) ditto but Stars before & <::.ftE.r ' SYDNl!.Y ' 

CroHned Oval 6lclosed . A e red 183&(earliest <tu set ' <·~ cvntinued 
in use until 1845 or ' 46 . 

1045 .war 8 unenclosed circle--"G~N.ER.l .. L _ OBT OF "ICI!, -- uYDNl!.'Y" 

1849 

7hiE 

II " 
1845 . 1849 (2 ty es) 

A t1ird ty ... e ( 1854) 
reads "N..:. l . S • . ALES . " 

continued inURe till l:lbout 1855 

-- ;.. u SO T S'~ 

1855 . (2 ty es) . 

Crown r-errmv-eu riJ 
check letu r i~ lace . 

- 4



SYDN:&.'Y . 

The use of the J.·revious tYJ es of killers was continued until about 
1857 v;hen the subjoi.'ed was substituted on occasions. 

The 

All these killers were used (by offic­
iel instruction) to obliterate the stamp 
The date of _osting was su1 lied by the 
' back stamp '- -not always ap lied on the 
back t The majority,if not all of these 
were in concurrent use by the end of the 
eriod ( 1858- 59 ) 

11 D1JPLEX '.:'YPES" 

The corr:rris~d a for~1 of killer to~ether witn tl_le $ydney d~ e stal!l . 
The earl~er dupll<;:es ar:1·ear to have been maa.e ~n one _t;~ece ana. ~t 
vras not until 18tl4 that there ar rer red a me.rk a· • lied by a holder 
into which it wos ossible to fit different du.te stamps and diff­
erent elli,.ses 

N.s .w. in Concentric Ovals 1858. 
a. In 3 ellipses 1858 till 1874 

b . In 4 el~ipses 1870 till 1884 

c . In 3 elli~ses 
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SYDNB;Y . 

Second Du~lex type. N.s.w . between ba.rs,formin~ oval . 

a . 3 Bars. 1896 til 1902 

1901 till1905 

Tnere are many ty ~s Qf both thee~ el_i~ses and ovals (a few * arieties 
are here shewn) f)HO. w1th_ the varyn1 · tyres of "SYDNEY" mark the pembin-
ations must run 1nto hunnred s. 

The use of the du1lex ty e v1as p.ot com. on after 1905 as Machine 
cancellati~ns became incfeasin ly com. oner I have not seen one later 
later than 1907 · Until the Machine ty.es became 1ractically uni­
versal the various followin · ordinary circular date stam:s viere used. 

NOTE · Ri·ht fD!f1m the early days the use of t check letters or numbers 
is the rule as may be seen from the co1ies here shewn . 

There is no doubt that these had no other use than to (.il i <t!ltin·uish the 
very numerous obliterators in use. A dailY record .as ~w t 'bJ whom 
they were used so that in the cc..se of enquiry the actual clerk tt:.rou h 
whcse hands a }.articular letter passed could be loca,.t.ed. 6



SYDN 

• .ACHI '.!!. CANCEELATIONS. 

~he earliest date of these that I have seen is Oct . lst 19 2 and I 
am of the opinion that this was the year in which tnis ty e of 
cancellin :tnethod was introduced . ~ 

• ithin 18 1:.onths these other tno ty es were introduced and were 
in concurrent use v1ith the above . 

Other ty cs then fol o :ec.. L. the next 1 years :--

19 7 Check Nos . 1 and 2 

1909 

also 11 E GLISH IL 
N. S . '!." in lace of 

"SYDNEY . 

1914 

Chec Mos . 3,5, 6, 7. 7



TYPE5 oF Po5TMARK5 v5e:oBE\w£EN te~s At-(o \~02. 

1-.,rvcdu.ced us e 
i..,:- cea$cd Co~"'7o~e.'"'7 

1. IS2& 

~. ISSO I 2:.56 "WILLE. R .. 

.3. l8S6 

If.. 1 8"' 1662 

"ToP-ARc" 

"~.1"'\RR~D 
Dl.l"'' MO~D· 

5' - 9. 

10 - I!. 

1 5"- 1 ~ 

8



5. ( fS60 l 864 "t::.xTERHAL 

L!==TTE'R" 

6. I '6t02 l~b"3 "Doue>L£.. 
LETTER" 

(A~ 0-rye-ryc.losed 

7· I 86.5 lfs?~. (5) E,.,c..losec\. 

.. 
B. 186~ I 8 ?O "NEW'OPAPE.R 

"5EMI­
f?ING-'' 

~.3. 

-{VI\~ 
t.OJI~ "' 1+-J· . .JY· b6..1, 

~4:-\ \1862} j g?30 

"-"t~~l 
~s 

~A~ 
26 ~ s. 

/ ----=' - :.---

""' ----------

<s 

..,.o~~J.. 

~~~~~~~;;;,..· 
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1881 "StNqLE 
L.ETIER·: 

ll.t. 1881 IS~t "TRtPu::_ 
E 1-L,PSE 

15 18.86 lg~ ELLI~E5 
Tt ME SH E\llfN _ 

...36 
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16. 112>'='5 

I .. 
•e~ t)ARRED .. 

N.S. W 

'7· 

IS 

(a) 6 ba"<"<;::> . 

1~00 (b) 5 ba<s. 

\30'S" 5till ON €.. Ll NE 

I"') (Dare d.- ri""Je 
"-5€. i""J o"'")e li".le) 

I 90lf. '=>fill 
t-ry 
u.6~ 

----1-..~ 3. w-:-~ 
--------------------~~- --= 

~r--------~----~~~·-· --------------------

54-
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t ~417 . 

A . 

"Syol"4t:.y - Nr::..w S ov-rH WALES 

Ti:>e"'f-e. we"<'« at\ea~r ~ sta"">r5 \""> u.s~ 

,., 
<'"\ 

~. ft:)} ~ 
) 
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.-1' 

~·''· 
'· . 

-

!), Ydl1. · l~ .. ~). 
~ iiq:3~ p 

\ ,~ '': ~,lJ t 
~~v.·;Ot~ 

~0.: rr 

_):, 
~ ~~-
···'t" 
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A . c~ov-.~-.: 
I 

.. S"JDN &y- ~Ew. 50<.JTH \,./Al-fii-'5" 

S'h).}lle...- f-)p~ ~ c.J;, e<:~ le.tt--e..,.-_ 

IS6 · 
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I . 

,a, 

~. 

~YDNEY 

T~i=., vva~ tl:>e ea ..,. )te-::,1 fo-r~ of po~~"'"'?a-rl-< '-'-S£d fo obl;f~"dt€. \-I:Je posto..!i€. 

Sla~ps (\ss'-'-ed .J~....._.,..,.)" laSo). 

l~e.'<Q Yv<2"i'-<2 <;;;ev-cc"'? t"vp-es a t least-, all of wl-,;c? '-'<«"'1-e i"'? v..s~ P). ,g_, 
I I 

3...,d b)' t?«> .st''-'d,> of ~':>e H.L.W ~,~~ CollecltC>") 1"') h;,e M,l'c~e.ll l\b"'~""YJ 
to~~f~e ..... ~~y;\-?h:lOS€ o f M I'=>.S Voc ka-ryc:t I"V\~F.T. Bcl rO">)_, ir -..vo ...... \<:1 Clr­

pea ..... ~ar 1'\:)ese 1/ pe o:::, '-"te..,..e l'"':>tYcdv..ceq 1
72 

t"~-e follovv\":>~ es>Yde--r ~ -

1.3So. 

185 t. -
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t=> .... RRE.O TyPE 5a 

4- . 

.s. 

6. 

..,. 

b 3 ., l 4. C..1.o~.:1"ved v ev tic. a I a r~. - Yu c'?8· 

10 c, ...... .,v~d Vq,T~ic.a I baTs . S' -row!:. o~ dote:. 1...., 
r\a.c~ Of I"+]~ 4- 1-,o..,.i~D"')ta.( \i"')ef> of> \.;><'l<t.t"'OfOT~ 
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\-: ~ .. ·f -, ~ t~¥ 

kL 
&~~ 

T~e YE~u....,...rec::::ra' c-ry ofc- Tf f'~ ~ \'"'J t8<is<:J/> is I"'Jt-e.-ves.r,''79 

-apl".3ve""7tly u.Sc;od as a .,.e~ist-rar;o"? ca"Jc<;!\1'<\t;o~. 
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~'"').r--rod .... c\"lo;:) of 1-l)<t Ti""2~ de~>1.5~~8 ""?a"tk'. 

Tf)e&E. ba-r-r<td po:..t.......,aT~~ Rave. ~0 1-.,dlc<l.t,t).., or 1-1:>~ datq.' ......, ..... ? 
le~.s. ·c~ try~ t\....,e ef r~~r • ...,a .fic~e ti~e5 , b .... r l::>y ""70 .,.,~a-.,s al-.v-ay.s. ' 
le.~l'~"~ w~'f'<t ··b~ck&ta...,f«c:l a\ 1-'>~ af~,·c-t of poblt'-.,~ . a.,.,cl ~'""•ys ::.o at-
1-i)e of~,·c~ e.f 'HC:.a,•rt' - V<j <txa""?f'~ 0':) f.,.<!YICM !::> f 41 ~- , 

TlJq, t"i~<t. d~&t~f-.,ar,·..,a """)a..-k, <IS ::.!Je-w - ry ve , ""'as b..,..o~~ \" 1"")­

lo "'-&e beFc...,. H,..._ i"')\'"..,..co.u. r-,c..., of ad'Jc&i..-~ .s.t-a....,ps 

Noto~t tryq 
ADVEitTI~£0 

ur-.c:.._ • MEO. 

....,a.,. I,. 

~i e. ~l,e ca ... lie. ~r 
raT...., I) f' De~d 
L e l'rc ..- 0 fT."""; 

""')a r"t 

18



(3Rl.5~ANE. N.S.w. 

.. ' 

------'------

...... 

") • J-, 
• • • ·"' I ·~' • 

. ~~·· ., ( -

" 4·., 
.. _. ~~ • --~' -:· -r 

0 re"? ~c\ l :?>I+ 

Ob\ire.1'aroT 9 5 . 
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I 85~ (?) 

T!:>e <.<.S«. of 1-?e fo..-<eaoi-.,% ba"f""~"-E:c! 'ki\le.T'E>' wa"'=> c~r;"'?u.c.d .... ...,t;\ abo ...... r t~S"6 

Wrye""J \"l)e '\'"op-a-rc' t7pe (pf' I 5-1<3) wa~ i")rToc::l .... ced 'o ..... t b ... tw-G:e."'? laS,.<! 

c"Y)d IS54- 1-i)e b"-bioi"'7ed r'/pe i.S cc.o:.:abi'D"'?ally ""')e.l" ....,;H, bo....t" it i!:>'"l)Ot' 

a 'rype. \Hbicl, is a.t all co...., ... ,ory. 
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I 

IS 5 b(?) 
C-i..-de ;\-. 7 c.oryf\~t-e . 

\la....-4ou.s c.~~ck l~~te...-s. 
~YON~'=:.( a.r botto""'7 

"T~e-a-rc "r-ype.. 

E. - ? Fiv'2>1" c?e.c'-'" let-t..._,_y- l"")r.,...-oo.. .... c~d 

Va..-,e..tl€s 

i..G .... ;•i~dl 
~ •t-;p€ 

A.,.c cr~ Df 
C\Tde) 

.:\f'" Yop 

B -Tryi'b is ver-r l4."}C.O"J""J0? 

F-ro""'} \9e. WOr'"J apfteat'"­
a-.,cc<> if "")ar. ry.3v~ beE"} 
'"'>r"(odu.ce.d e.a .... lt a '?d 
-..evi'ted lh67-G8. 

..... 

-= .... 
A.,.c i-::.% ·. 

of ch·d~ 

I S6? Ve .... y S\"'Ji\a.- ro 
la~t-.b.._r wdry ~.S.\V. 

1 "J 5e'C"• f t-ype 
s. tSE>s -t.~t· c,,c.\e. a-ce:. 

""==" ~~ &~ol--(Q/ lt~e5 
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3 = 

= 

"Top-a"f"c'' ")'P~ co-ryr--=t 

A. 

\.Joed 1g? ' asb;)<h-ste~.....,f 
("~~y '"'-"'7 ..... ~ "'- .a.l) 
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,. .... cn...r"' "lop-a-rc '/Fe. -,; 

A Va·de.r/ (t.B?5) 
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c. 
I. 

= 

-1.3 
l ~ 6~. S"""]a\le'f' . "C"' do<;, e....- rc 

a-.cc. 

186? 

wit? "4. s.w-
5e'C"if ~""Jf€ 

'"') .... 542 t"i\1 1,86':) 

2. "cy3...--"' Ci'C'de ·· ttpe 

§ '"B...-d-u~"? to 1?-a-c-c.~ r1 p~. s"'"']all '::><:~']5-5e-cift-..s.w. 
11 t\nur; liUlVJI"'ANY 

I. 
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·•or-a.Y'c" r1Fe c 07 .-~ 

H. \"Jr·m£\~ced l B6..3. -

1- Or\~i~at 
t'Y re 

LS...,a\1 h.S. w) 

0 
-= 'k 5 'v-1' 

se,...i f" r7p~ 

(186S) 

I""Ju.!'>e t-ill 1S7r. 

~. S~a\l~y "'SYDI\lt}' .. Q ~65) 
26 c;,-d<Z r . 

25



0. - \""'Jhodu..ced lS?O- \"7 '-'-~~ ll6?Dd IS?I O"'?ly 

~ ~ ref a'fc is ab~H~-"7 r-

K. -

f\1 . S. W Se:ri f 
r-rpe. 

D C. A 

Lat·e t.<.'<>~ a!:> 
ba~"" - 5ra""7 f · 26



Try~ "5a..-..-«d D.a.....-.oTJd" 'lf€. 
C:~~c.\.t- \elt~v""=> A . o . ED d. H.O 

H. D. 

(. _/ ... 

E.O. 
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T'-J ~ "E>a ""Y"«d Do a "'Yl 0"'7 d" '7pe . 

C::"'>t'd"f \e.tt~vs A- 0 . E 0 <t. H.O 

H_O. 
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A .O 

/ 

I 
) 

.. 

) -

I ) ·;. 

' I 
.. 

-r~\"::> A.O. 2\.~ b.;:,c..\tsta~p ,-::, f-.-o~ 2\ d>ffe;~_.,l"" dl-c2 <:=~o""'l ~ar .... s~d -a~ 
a po'bf"""'>a-r~ -a~ .._.,ar bQ f>e~..., f'("0"'>;7 \i;le s~ape o( t~e"o·r.avt\c. ..... \a.-\y. 

f.Ly~"i~Q"'(-e ~':>e.--<~<:)'-<! -a\w~y"~ b(ok\:1e'O \() t-f.:>e '("~~~fo( ll 2\<:':> .~ r\)Q."l~ 
W«--i~ a. 'Jclde.,... l-;e..-r~ vlry•c..'J \"") H,e case2 cftrye2 .£>\--~42"" d;-e '-J~\c.l t\:)E! ..?()-r3 . 

~ eo ""' '"'> ~ d a r ? « c.1 '""l 1 

\J d ~~. 

29



A. 0. 

"..,3 .. 

30



t ~6o i?) used as back - ota;;zf~ D~ \y. 

a, c.~ec.h- \e.tre'("~. o"? e above t N. s. v-.1' . 
o ""'? ~ bel<>"" ) 

":>e lowey \e..tte.,- qu..\c~\y vvO"'i'-(' 

A A 
A -e -{ Otv~ 

0404 .1,. 

H 
e 

l g61- H. 

l€>~ 
C.-<'•e.Xy 

1 C ~ ec. \t' !eh-e'(" 
o..,ty 

E~--

\tE~61J) 
. 2. 

_L 
A 

\ S61 -I. 

-' B 

c 
15 
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( g 6.2. . • 
Use.d a..s back-sra7 es o""?ly 

H 
A -

--\ C N ;::-
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