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THE CLUB MEETS AGAIN THIS TUESDAY 
NIGHT, 29th SEPTEMBER 2020 & ITS AGM 

TIME TOO 
 

 
 
Something from the past - when we had Expo’s in the Kenna Hall: our Orange 
Expo 2006  
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OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING 
IS ON TUESDAY 29 
SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

 
The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St 

 
The Club’s next monthly meeting is on 
next Tuesday night, the 29th September 
S2020 at the Orange Cultural Centre 
 
It’s in Sale St, Orange.  It’s the building 
that used to be a school. It’s on the right 
hand side as you enter the Woolworths Car 
Park.  The building is sort of opposite 
Harris Farm Market, but entrance is from 
the mini-park on the Sale St frontage. 
 
 
OUR ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING IS ALSO BEING 
HELD ON TUESDAY 29th 
SEPTEMBER 2020 
The deferred annual general meeting is to 
be held immediately after the Tuesday 29th 
September 2020 monthly meeting. 
 
Club members (only) will notice the 
attached, audited, annual accounts for 
2019-20. 
 
Your annual membership dues for 2020-
2021 ($7) will become due immediately 
after the annual general meeting.   
 
OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK 
IS DOING ITS ROUNDS 
 
Colin Richardson advises that circuit book is 
doing its rounds. 

 
However, please us this time to make up 
circuit pages for when it re-commences. 
 
Please contact Colin direct 
Email: ptilinopus1@bigpond.com 
Ph: 63690634 
A blank circuit book page is at the back of 
this newsletter. Make a copy. 
 
OUR 2020 SPRING FAIR 
FOR 14 & 15 NOVEMBER  
COULD STILL BE ON 
 
Our 2020 Spring Fair is still scheduled to 
take place on the weekend of Saturday 14t 
& Sunday 15th November 2020. 
Whether or not it can be held will depend on 
Orange High School Hall being made 
available that weekend. 
 
The High School Hall has access from 
Woodward St (Mitchell Hwy to Molong) 
adjacent to the Duntryleague Golf Club 
entrance. 
 

Orange Spring Fair 2019 
participating dealers – 
please continue to 
support them:-  
Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R. 
Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney, 
2000    Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax 
(02)9290 3710 
   www.wynyardcoins.com.au 

 A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from 
Canberra) – PO Box 53, MITCHELL, 
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)                 
Buying and Selling 
 
Orange Stamps & Coins 
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288, 
Orange, 2800;  
             Mobile 0427 107 554     
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,                                                            
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com  
Buying and Selling - Stamps, Coins, 
Banknotes, Accessories, etc. 

http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
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Phil & Win Morehouse, 
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707 
4087, Email – 
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au. 
World-wide stamps bought and sold 

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of 
Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760. 
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au 
Buying & selling World stamps 
 
 
 
 
DATES FOR 2020 & FOR 
2021 
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, followed by the annual general 
meeting, 7.30pm Tuesday 29th September 
2020, Orange Cultural Centre  
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly fair 
at the Orange Cultural Centre, Saturday 3rd 
October 2020, 9-1   
 

PHILAS Auction#136, Part 1, Box Lots 
only, Sunday 4th October 2020, BUT NO 
ROOM BIDDING 
Campbelltown Club, 14th October. The 
Club re-commences meetings with Win. 
Morehouse displaying Iceland. Sir 
Thomas Moore Church Hall, 43Acacia 
Ave, Ruse Hill. 7pm 
 
PHILAS Open Day, PHILAS House, 
Saturday 17th October 2020 has been 
CANCELLED 
 
Newcastle Half-National Exhibition 2-4 

October 2020, Newcastle 
CANCELLED now for 
October next year 2021 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting, 7.30pm Tuesday 27th October 
2020, Orange Cultural Centre  
 
ANDA Sydney Money Show, 24 & 25 
October 2020, Lower Town Hall, Sydney 

 

Perth Stamp & Coin Fair 30 October-1 
November 2020. 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly fair 
at the Orange Cultural Centre, Saturday 7th 
November 2020, 9-1   
 
Campbelltown Club meeting, 11th 

November 2020, Ian Dolstra 
displays Ladies with attitude – 
early female aviators. 

 
 
Hobart Stamp Show 2010: National One 
Frame Exhibition 13-15 November, 2020. 
Hobart Town Hall   has been 
CANCELLED 

hobartstampshow2020.com.au 

Orange Coin & Stamp Club’s 
2020 Spring Fair, 14 & 15 
November 2020 is still scheduled to take 
place, but pending the Orange High 
School Hall being available that weekend. 

PHILAS Auction#136, Part 2, , Saturday 
14th November 2020, BUT NO ROOM 
BIDDING 
 
Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 21 & 22 
November 2020, Sturt Primary School, 
White Avenue, Karingal, Wagga, but 
subject to the school hall being available 
 
SCDAA Petersham Stamp, Coin & 

Banknote Fair, Petersham Town 
Hall, 29 November 2020. SCDAA 
Petersham Fair has been 
cancelled 

“The SCDAACommittee continues 
to endeavour to recommence the 
Petersham Fair.  However due to  
Hall Limitations -  

x Covid-19 and the problems 
associated with control of large 
numbers inside & outside, 

x social distancing requirements 
that would be very difficult 
to monitor & control, 

x keeping display surfaces 
disinfected as required or  

x refurbishment of Petersham 
Town Hall and  

mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
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x the unavailability of a number of 
alternative locations that have 
been approached, 

x limits on interstate travel - thus 
reducing dealer attendances 

x concerns for the health of both 
Dealers and customers. 

It has concluded that the November 
Fair must regretfully be cancelled.” 

 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday 24th November 2020, our 
last meeting for 2020. 
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly fair 
at the Orange Cultural Centre, Saturday 5th 
December 2020, 9-1   
 
Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly 
meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural 
Centre, Saturday 246hJanuary 2021. Yes, 
it’s Australia day too! 
 
The 2021 Orange Coin & 
Stamp Expo, is tentatively 
planned for 10 & 11 April 2021 
at the Orange High School Hall. 
 
Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 15-16 May 
2021, Sturt Primary School, White 
Avenue, Karingal, Wagga 
 
Toowoomba National One-Frame 

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021 
 
Newcastle Half-National Exhibition 

Date changed from 2-4 
October 2020 to Friday 21 
October to Sunday 23 October 
2021 Newcastle Showground 
Exhibition Centre, Broadmeadow 

 
PHILAS AUCTION #136: 
BOX LOTS ON 4th OCTOBER  
 
Auction #136, will be in two parts: a box 
lots only auction with bids closing 
on Sunday 4th October at 2.00 
pm followed by a small - lots auction 
closing on Saturday 14 November. 
 There will be no room bidding. Bids 

must be submitted by post, by email or by 
telephoning (02) 9264 8301 (Tuesdays & 
Saturdays) or (02) 9264 8406 (recorded 
answer phone). 
 
The list of box lots (without images) for 
Part 1 is being mailed out by PHILAS it is 
also available on the PHILAS website. 
 

Viewing: 
  Viewing of lots will be by appointment 
only from Thursday 1 October to Saturday 
3 October, 10.00 am to 3.00 pm and on 
Sunday 4 October, 10.00 am to 2.00 
pm. Viewers must wear masks and 
gloves while handling the lots. 
Placing bids: 
  There will be no room bidding. Bids 
must be submitted on the form sent out 
with the list of lots or printed off from the 
links below. Completed bidding forms 
may be mailed to Philas or 
scanned and attached to an email sent to: 
                                                
  auction@philas.org.au 
  
or telephone (02) 9264 8301 (Tuesdays & 
Saturdays) 
Absentee  Bids 
 
  It is important that absentee bids be 
submitted on a postal bidder's form. 
  If you do not do this, your bids have to be 
re-written on to a form by a volunteer and 
mistakes may occur. 
  Do not simply list your bids within an 
email and hope that they will be 
transcribed correctly. 
 or (02) 9264 8406) to record a message. 
  
Bids will be accepted until 2.00 pm on 
Sunday 4 October. 
 
PHILAS NEWS #192 
 
Graeme Morris from PHILAS has advised 
the September PHILAS News is currently 
being printed and will be mailed out soon - 
probably this weekend.   The last one 
came out in January before the “lock-
down”. 
 

mailto:auction@philas.org.au
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It is already on the 
website https://www.philas.net.au/phi
las-news  
 
He has asked that our Club members be 
advised. . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITEMS FOR THIS 
NEWSLETTER AND 
CORRESPONDENCE TO 
THE CLUB 
Items for this newsletter could be posted to 
the Secretary at the Club’s postal address: -
PO Box 324 ORANGE 2800 
Better still you could e-mailed to: - 
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au 

-Or phone 63 614 873.

 

 
3 Barrack St Sydney 2000 

Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is 
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au 

 
Whether you want advice or can’t find what you’re looking for, contact us. We have a wide array of 

collectables in our store and our friendly team will be happy to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 
2047, or send an email to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or shop on-line.  

 
Regular Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm 
Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Sunday & Public Holiday – CLOSED 

………………………………………………………………… 

 

https://www.philas.net.au/philas-news
https://www.philas.net.au/philas-news
mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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ORANGE STAMPS AND COINS 
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 2800 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 
Ebay store: http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins 

 

 
2020 unique Christmas pop-out 50 cent  coin decoration featuring golden wattle flower 
emblem. 
Limited stock remaining.        RRP   $10-00  
 
                           -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
UPCOMING RELEASES from the ROYAL AUSTRALIAN  MINT 

 AC/DC coin is to be released on Thursday 8th October.         

7 Coin Collection – AC/DC 
2020 20c Coloured Uncirculated Coin – 45th Anniversary of the Australian release of (single) 
High Voltage 
2020 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of the Australian release (album) 
T.N.T 
2020 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of (album) Back in Black 
2020 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 35th Anniversary of (album) Ballbreaker 
2021 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of (album) Dirty Deeds Done Dirt 
Cheap 
2021 20c coloured uncirculated coin - 45th Anniversary of (album) For Those About to Rock 
We Salute You 
2021 $1 Silver Frosted Uncirculated Coin – AC/DC 
Further details will follow........................ 
 
Place an order via email or telephone. Payment can be made by PayPal or 
credit card. Postage costs kept to a minimum.  
We are only a phone call away......02 6362 2368 (please leave message)Shop 
direct on my EBay store - 
http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins

 

http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
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ORANGE STAMPS AND COINS 
P.O. Box 9288, Orange. 2800 

Email: howard.lyons@bigpond.com 
Ebay store: http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins 

 
                                

IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE NOW 

 

 
 
Renniks Australian Coin & Banknote Values [30th Ed.] [R27] 
This comprehensive guide to Australian Coins & Banknote Values contains over 3850 photographs, and thousands of 
valuations. This book is a must for all collectors, whether you are an advanced collector or a beginner. Latest 
information compiled on computer databases ensures up to date accuracy of pricing. Quality reproduction of photos 
makes it easy to identify items.  
Covered are copper, silver, gold, nickel and allow coins and notes used in Australia from 1800 to present. 
Subjects include Pre-Decimal and Decimal currency, as well as privately issued . . . 
 
 
Softcover -RRP $39-95   ...    My price $35-00 
Hardcover – RRP $49-95 ...    My price $45-00 
 

  
 

 
 

Place an order via email or telephone. Payment can be made by PayPal or 
credit card.          Postage costs kept to a minimum. 

We are only a phone call away......02 6362 2368 (please leave message) 
 

Shop direct on my EBay store -   http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins 
 

 
 

mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
https://renniks.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/9780987338693-SC-3D.jpg
http://stores.ebay.com.au/orangestampsandcoins
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2020 EUROPA STAMPS 
 
These 4 pages came from a promo circular form Nordrim.  They are included because 
collecting Europa stamp issues has seen a resurgence in popularity.  There is a Europa 
Collector Stamp Society of Australia based in Sydney 
 

The stamp from Åland depicts the traditional Postal Boat Race, which takes 
place every year in June.  

  

The race takes place across the Sea of Åland, and it is held in celebration 
and remembrance of the postal-farmers of Sweden and Åland, who had an 
obligation to sail both mail and passengers across, no matter what the 
weather was like.  

The delivery of mail on this route began as early as the year 1638, and 
continued for almost 400 year, right up until its cancellation in the early 
20th century.  
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For the Hungarian EUROPA issue, we are going even further back than 
with the previous stamp. The issue consists of two different stamps, and the 
souvenir sheet has two of each stamp in it.  

  

 

The postal route behind these stamps go back to the 14th century, when no 
official postal service was established. Mail was often given to merchants 
and peddlers, who would deliver the mail, as they made the trip anyway.  
In Hungary, one of  the most famous ancient postal routes was that of  the 
Butchers. As butchers drove their cattle to slaughter around the country, 
they would bring mail and packages on their trips. The two stamps of  the 
issue, depicts two of  the traditional tools that were involved with the cattle 
drives - a brass sign and a horn.  
The stamps have background artwork by famed artist Laszlo Balla, and they 
are all denominated at 650 Ft. --- 
In Belgium, the EUROPA stamps depict two golden postal plates, which 
were worn by the postal officers. The stamp depicts a golden plate featuring 
a lion, which would be worn on the arm of  the officer while on duty.  
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The two stamps are displayed beautifully as part of  a souvenir sheet. The top of  the 
sheet depicts two postal officers on horseback, and the golden plates are clearly visible 
on the arm of  the postal officer at the back. The bottom of  the souvenir sheet depicts 
an old map of  the original postal routes in Belgium.  
The French postal service is arguably one of  the oldest postal services, and they came 
into existence, when the King decided to establish postal distribution by horseback, in 
order to get important information and royal decrees out in a hurry.  

  

The postal service covered most of  the country, and soon after, the horse-drawn 
carriages were going across the country with both mail and passengers. The stamp 
depicts one of  these carriages on its way. The driver handles the horses, and gets the 
passengers safely to where they are heading, while the passengers enjoy the ride in the 
back.  
The background of  the stamp depicts part of  the ancient map of  the postal routes that 
ran all over France. The stamp is denominated at €1.40.  
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Finally, there is the issue by the postal service of  Jersey. The issue has six 
stamps, each depicting a mail ship - two of  these stamps are part of  the 
EUROPA stamps series.  

  

Being an island state, Jersey has always been dependent on ships for its 
communication with the outside world. This means that it makes perfect 
sense for Jersey to use the EUROPA theme this year, to shine a light on the 
importance of mail-ships in Jersey, throughout the years. The first ship to 
bring mail to and from Jersey was the Rover, which started service in 1794, 
and from then on, the mail-ships had a huge significance for Jersey, as they 
were the main source of news and information for many years. The six 
stamps depict a very wide range of ships, displaying the massive changes 
that has occurred in the past couple of hundreds of years when it comes to 
shipping.  
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NEWSPAPER PRE-CANCELS OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM 
 

The very useful Pre-cancels of Great Britain website notes that from 1712 duty of a ½d per 
half sheet was payable on newspapers.  Newspapers were staring to be popular about then.  
The duty went up-and-up, to pay for the American War and then Napoleonic Wars until 1815 
when it was a massive 4d per sheet.    There was a discount for paying £10 a time.  
Payment of the newspaper duty was denoted by red imprints on the sheet. As a trade-off 
newspapers were allowed to pass through the post up to 15 days after publication. 
 

 
Newspaper stamps: - ½d still with Queen Anne motto “Semper Eadam”; 3½d, 4d with 
20% discount; 4d with 4% discount and King George motto “Dieu et mon Droit” from 
1804. 
 
 

 
Reproductions of newspaper stamps 1785 to 1985 (from Royal Mail stamp booklet) 

 
A 4d tax for each sheet was simply too costly and the public complained to their 
Parliamentarians.  A number of newspapers simply refused to pay this onerous tax.   So in 1836 
the tax was reduced to 1d but with the condition that newspaper could be withheld from 
publishers failing to pay their tax on time. Also the impressed stamp had to include the 
newspaper nae in order to prevent a black market in pre-stamped newsprint developing. 
 

 
1d newspaper pre-cancel for the period 1836-1854 used for forwarding the Illustrated London 

News.  It showed the King George motto “Dieu et Mon Droit” 
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These 1d imprints were still done in the conventional way.  Newsprint had to be taken to 
Somerset House for the red tax-stamp imprint before publishing. That was a problem if your 
newspaper was published a long distance from London.  It was a huge burden on newspaper 
publishers whose sales had been increasing and with mass production the unit prices of papers 
had been declining.  Also the imprints had to go on advertising circulars too.  
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The circular, above, shows a circular of E. Zwilchenbart & Co. Merchants of 5 Rumford Street, 
Liverpool printed by George J, Poore of 42 Castle Street and relates to cotton goods. It is in 
French and is dated 30 May 1853. The white mark at the top is presumably where an address was 
glued in place. The red 1d tax imprint shows “NEWSPAPER” even though it is a circular, not a 
newspaper. 
Following the major postal reforms after 1840, finally in 1853 a few of the larger newspapers 
were allowed to print their own newspaper stamps, but in black. They were required to use a 
counter which could be checked by Inland Revenue. 
 

 
 
The Times commenced printing theirs in October 1853.  The Illustrated London News followed 
in 1859.   The Stamford Mercury also commenced to print their own in 1856.  The imprinting 
was usually on the front page:-  
 

 
 
Originally the 1d rate was all that could be used.  This allowed them to be posted and 
delivered within the postal limits of each town.  At that time Parliament was keen for 
newspapers to b widely delivered.  They were accused of putting “a tax on knowledge”.    So 
on 30 June 1855 the tax was abolished.  Instead newspapers could pass through the post at 
the Book Post rate of 1d per 4oz weight.  This led to the introduction of three-halfpence and 
three-and-a-half pence stamps. 
Quite a few newspapers continued to use the old red tax stamps and these could be used as 
postage stamps for newspaper transmission.  The income went to Inland Revenue, however, 
and not the Post Office who were obliged to deliver them, effectively for free, any number of 
times within 14 days of their publication.  The red revenue stamps were abolished in 1870. 
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Trouble arose when private companies, mainly in Scotland, offered to deliver newspapers, 
circulars, parcels and handbills for a farthing or even a halfpenny.  The Post Office, who had 
the monopoly, took decisive action in 1867 to stop this trade. 
 

The new Post Office Act which commenced on 1 October 1870 offered a reduced rate of 1/2d 
for 2oz for newspapers & circulars.  The Times, The Illustrated London News and the 
Stamford Mercury were offered the option of using the normal stamped newspaper wrappers 
or continuing with their imprinted black ‘stamps’.  The Illustrated London News decided to 
use wrappers. The other two wanted to continue with imprints. 
 
The new Act only allowed newspapers to pass through the Post Office once the stamps had to 
be cancelled.  This was done by pre-cancelling.  
Many other newspaper either used a stamped wrapper or just applied the stamp the 
newspaper masthead. 
 
Interestingly the first country to issue newspaper wrappers was the United States in October 
1861, followed by New South Wales in 1864, the North German Confederation in 
1868, Victoria in 1869, Romania in 1870 and  Great Britain in 1870. 

 

 
Market Harborough Advertiser and Northamptonshire Journal with a 1d red stamp.  Notice the 

rough nature of the cancelling device. It could have been a cork cancel, often indicative of a 
posted newspaper.  

 
The Times pre-cancel exists in 3 fonts. These were registered on 30 September 1870 and used 
until 1911, when they were replaced by wrappers. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_German_Confederation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
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The Stamford Mercury, which had been established in 1710, had a number of variations. It was 
used from 1870 to 1878.  The “742” obliterator was assigned to Stamford Post Office. This 
printing was discontinued in 1878. 
 

 
It was replaced by another type of per-cancel used in the U.K. on newspaper wrappers:-  
 

 
 
And, later, buy another pre-cancelled wrapper:-  
 

 
This was used up until Elizabethan (II) times – a run of 90 years. 
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In Australia, newspapers in the early years of the 19th Century were carried for free, 
In Queensland, for instance, they were carried for free up until the introduction of the 
Posts and Telegraphs Act in 1891.  At that time newspaper wrappers needed to be 
introduced.  They showed the imprint of a ½d stamp, the cost of sending a newspaper 
to anywhere in Australia or British New Guinea.  The Postmaster General’s 
Department had been complaining for years about what it had cost them to distribute 
newspapers for free.   Queensland Railways also introduced ½d railway stamps for 
the transmission of newspapers. 
 

x This article was heavily based on the Pre-Cancels of Great Britain website, and that 
source is acknowledged.  This information was used in Tony Read’s short talk to the 
Club on 25 August 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
Here is something that arrived uninvited on your editor’s e-mail: -  
 
“Hello 
“I am from Belgium & I am interested to exchange stamps. 
I'm looking for stamps of Australia & also another countries of Océania ((like 
Christmas Island, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, New Caledonia, Vanuatu, ...) : I miss 
many stamps.’ 
“I give stamps of Belgium, France, Switzerland, Spain, Germany but also almost 
all European countries and other originating in the world.  
Can you ask your members if an exchange interested? 
My email: guybarbe@yahoo.fr   
or my address : Guy Barbé   98 rue du Petit Bruxelles   1430 Rebecq   Belgium 
P.S.: If some have stamps showing fauna (especially birds) & flora from another 
Oceanian countries, I am also interested.” 
Regards 

G Barbé” 

Someone may be interested. 

Reprinted from our last 25 August newsletter 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:guybarbe@yahoo.fr
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W.A.S.P. AIRLINES: CONNECTING THE 
CENTRAL WEST OF NEW SOUTH WALES, 
1935-1936 
 
Following the crash of the Southern Cloud in the Snowy Mountains in 1931 its operator, 
Australian National Airways, owned by Charles Ulm and Charles Kingsford-Smith, folded up. 
Charles Kingsford-Smith’s older brother, Wilfred Kingsford-Smith secured backing to start an 
new venture: - Western and Southern Provincial Airways Ltd.   It became known, and traded as 
W.A.S.P. Airways. 
 

Mr T.E. Perry, chaired a meeting of the Narromine Aro Club on 5th March 1935, and gave a 
report on the Company.  At that time the Narromine Aero Club had been doing heavy lobbying 
for the incoming United Kingdom air mails to land (and be divided) at Narromine.   His hope was 
that W.A.S.P. Airways would get the contract to bring the U.K. mails from Narromine direct to 
Sydney.   He tabled a letter, however, regretting that it had been impossible for the  British 
delegation to visit Narromine this time.    Imperial Airways “huge” AW-15 airliner, the Astraea,  
had visited Narromine on its England to Australia route proving flight in 1933.  
 

Instead, the rival Butler Airways were awarded the contract to fly the U.K. mails between 
Chareleville to Cootamundra from December 1934.  From Cootamundra the Overseas mails 
were trans-shipped and forwarded on by mail trains running in either direction to Sydney and 
Melbourne.   The Butler Airways DH Dragon aircraft, interstingly, made a regular re-fuelling 
stop-over at Narromine and even conveyed passengers there, but no mails, despite the U.K. 
mail bags on board. 
 

Narromine was a very active aero club in 1935 with 200 members. It is Australia’s oldest 
regional aero  club.  The aerodrome had been established in 1919.  
 

Mr Perry explained to the meeting that W.A.S.P. wanted to run an air service, carrying air mails 
from Narromine to Sydney and was glad of the Aero Club’s assistance to date.    He said the first 
plane would arrive on 26th February [1935] and the service would commece on 18th March. The 
Club had taken 100  £1 shares, out of the total capital subscribed of £1,000, but, he added, 
there was still room for more share sales.   The Club, the Narromine Council and the local 
member Mr Carr, Mr Perry said, were lobbying to have the Sydney mails from Narromine 
transported by W.A.S.P. Air, though he said this may take some time, “but it simply must 
come.” 
 
At that meeting it was noted that the Club president, Mr T.E. Perry, had been given a director-
ship in W.A.S.P. Airlines.   Mr Perry reported that “he had been to Sydney to all the Board 
meetings.  There are good men on the directorate and the shares have been taken up well”.    
Alltogether there were 150 shareholders at that time.  He said “The service will definitely take 
up in Young, but Goulburn will have to be left out.  Bathurst has secured an aerodrome, and 
Orange has arranged for one too.  In Wellington nothing has been done, the people there don’t 
seem to be too air-minded.  Dubbo has been fixed up. I have purchased a suitable ‘drome. The 
Council has not yet intimated if it wil accept any responsibility, but if not it can be carried on 
similarly to Narromine. “ 
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Mr Perry added that “One ‘plane had already arrived [at Macot] and was fully tested last 
Saturday with satisfactory results.”   Also “The services of Mr Purvis, who has for some time 
been associated with Mr Charles Kingsford-Smith have been secured. He wil take over at the 
end of the week.   The Board is considering another ‘plane.  He said the “first machine wil be 
here on Saturday week for flights on Monday week.” 
 

 
Mr T.E. Perry standing beside Western and Southern Provincial Airlines (W.A.S.P.) 
Monospar twin engine monoplane VH-UST 'Narromine Wasp' with engines running, ca. 
1935. This plane inaugurated the Narromine to Sydney service.   It could only carry 4 
passengers. 
 

W.A.S.P. Airlines inaugurated their Sydney to Narromine service on 25th March 1935 using their 
Monospar twin engine monoplane VH-UST 'Narromine Wasp'.  It carried an unofficial air-mail.   
Covers from this air-mail showed a vignette designed by E.A. Crome showing the Narromine 
Wasp flying under the Sydney Harbour Bridge.    Some covers were signed by the pilot, Harry 
Purvis.   Covers were either cancelled “SYDNEY /330PM 25 MR 35” on the inward flight, or 
“NARROMINE / 4.15 PM 26 MR 35” on the outward flight.  These vignettes were available free 
of charge from the Company. 
 
The Monospar aircraft had been manufactured by General Aircraft at Croydon Aerodrome in 
London between 1932 and 1934.     De Havilland had provided the engines.    At the time small 
manufacturers did not have sufficient production to justify designing and building their own 
engines so they bought their engines "off the peg" from either specialist (and car) 
manufacturers or other aircraft builders.  
 
It took some time to get approval for a regular, three-days-a-week air-mail contract for the 
Sydney to Narromine air-mail.  That didn’t happen until 26 March 1936, a year later when the 
Broken Hill air-mail contract was approved. 
 



 - Page  - 22 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 29 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
 
On 24th April 1935 W.A.S.P. Airlines extended their Narromine service to Nyngan, still flying the 
small Narromine Wasp VH-UST plane. The pilot was again Harry Purvis.  This involved an un-
official air mail carried 89 covers. 
 

 
Image from Ian Dolstra 

 
On 10th December 1935 W.A.S.P.  Airlines flew an inaugural flight from Sydney to Broken Hill to 
launch that route.  This was expected to be a big money-maker for the Company.   The 
Company’s Tugan new Gannet aircraft left Mascot at 8am and was expected in Broken Hill at 
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1.30pm. The pilot was E.J. “Jack” Small. The airline's Manager, Wilfred Kingsford-Smith was 
among the passengers, also a Sydney newspaper reporter.   
 

The expected 1.30pm arrival was not to be.    After departing Wilcannia, on the outward flight 
to Broken Hill, the Gannet flew into a severe dust storm, was blown off course and made a 
forced landing on a remote part of Calega Station.   Passengers were taken to Broken Hill by car 
and fuel was brought to the aircraft from the station homestead.  Pilot Small was able to depart 
Calega Station the next day for Broken Hill but the added fuel was inadequate and he had to 
make a forced landing nearer to Broken Hill.   Petrol was brought to the aircraft by truck from, 
Broken Hill.   Early on 14th December the Gannet was able to depart Broken Hill on inaugural 
Broken Hill to Sydney leg of the service.  As well as air-mail from Broken Hill (postmarked 
‘BROKEN HILL / 2 PM 13 DE 35’), mail was collected at the intermediate stops of Wilcannia 
(postmarked ‘WILCANNIA / 14 DE 35’, Nevertire (postmarked ‘NEVERTIRE / 14 DE 35’).  
 
From 24 January 1936 the Gannet flew scheduled services from Broken Hill to Sydney and 
return, stopping at regular landing grounds as well as Haddon Rig Station at Warren.   W.A.S.P. 
Airlines connected at Broken Hill with Adelaide Airways flights to and from Adelaide.  That 
service had commenced on 26th November 1935. It was now possible to fly from Sydney to 
Adelaide (changing planes at Broken Hill). 
 

 
Tugan Gannet VH-UVU at Wilcannia NSW in 1936 in service with WASP Airlines.   State Library 
of NSW 
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It was not until 26th March 1936 that a regular, two-days a week air mail contract between Sydney 
and Broken Hill was approved by the Postmaster General’s Department.    Wilfred Kingsford-
Smith told the Herald reporter [SMH 27 March 1935] that W.A.S.P.’s Tuesday and Friday’s flight 
would connect at Broken Hill with the flight to Adelaide.   On Friday’s it would connect with the 
weekly Saturday Adelaide to Perth air-mail flight.  That meant that their Friday Broken Hill flight, 
leaving Sydney at 7.40am and connecting at Broken Hill and Adelaide could deliver air-mail to 
Perth by Sunday.  He added that he was about to install wirelesses in the Company’s planes. 
 
The new Tugan Gannet aircraft used on the inaugural Broken Hill flight had been first 
registered on 15th October 1935.   This plane was also known later as the Wackett 
Gannet, after its famous designer Lawrence Wackett. It was a small twin-engined airliner 
built by Tugan Aircraft at Sydney’s Cockatoo Island. It was the first Australian-designed 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawrence_Wackett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tugan_Aircraft
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aircraft to enter series production. The Tugun aircraft were also the first Australian-designed 
and built aircraft to be taken on strength by the Royal Australian Air Force. 

 

[Sir] Charles Kingsford-Smith’s Lady Southern Cross went missing on 8 November 1935. 

W.A.S.P. Airlines had postponed the commencement of their Sydney-Broken Hill service to 
allow VH-UUZ to be chartered by the Kingsford-Smith Search Committee to join the search 
for Sir Charles Kingsford-Smith and Tommy Pethybridge. They had failed to reach Singapore 
on 8 November 1935 while making a speed record attempt England-Australia in Lockheed 
Altair Lady Southern Cross.  Wilfred was anxious to find his younger brother, Charles.  
Kingsford Smith and Pethybridge were flying the Lady Southern Cross overnight 
from Allahabad, India, to Singapore (c.2200 mi.), when they disappeared over the Andaman 
Sea. Aviator C.J. Melrose claimed to have seen the Lady Southern Cross fighting a storm 150 
miles from shore and 200 feet over the sea with fire coming from its exhaust.  

Passenger seats were removed from the Gannet and an extra 80-gallon fuel tank was 
added. On 15th November it departed Sydney for Singapore, Captain P.G."Bill" Taylor, Harry 
Purvis as engineer and relief pilot, and John Stannage as radio operator. All three had flown 
with Kingsford-Smith and Taylor had been his navigator in the Altair for a record Pacific 
Ocean flight from America to Australia.   

Harry Purvis later wrote in the book Outback Airman: 
"I had previously test flown a Gannet and, although it was untested for a long flight, I 
knew the Gipsy VI engines were completely reliable and I worked day and night to install 
long range petrol tanks. We finally got away a week after the Altair's disappearance and 
flew straight into a howling westerly, only reaching Narromine that night. Dual controls 
had been installed for the flight and I sat tandem behind Bill with a huge splayed joystick 
instead of the conventional control wheel. We were all tense..... The fuel lines leaked and 
at Cloncurry Bill took her up alone to 6,000 feet and stayed there for an hour. It was 
obvious that he was unhappy with the aircraft but he had always been a high-strung and 
temperamental man and Smithy's disappearance had had a profound effect on him.” 

“The following morning he was ill and a Cloncurry doctor grounded him." 

The Kingsford-Smith Search Committee decided to abandon the Gannet's flight. 

Harry Purvis continues: -  
“Bill ordered us to fly the aircraft back to Sydney. This was a shocking anti-climax and 
John and I left, silent and depressed. We had been airborne barely an hour when I 
felt all lateral control go - if I moved the stick from side to side there was no response 
from the Gannet. Fortunately we were flying over open level country and I still had 
rudder and fore-and-aft control, so I closed the throttles and made a forced landing 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Taken_on_strength&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Australian_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allahabad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_aerial_disappearances
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andaman_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andaman_Sea
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dead ahead." 
The new rudder cables had stretched and run off the quadrant under the pilot seat. 
Purvis adjusted the cables and continued back to Sydney. 
 

 
W.A.S.P.’s VH-UUZ Gannet on a regular air-mail carrying service lands at Broken Hill some 

time in 1936 

  

 

On 23 May 1936 W.A.S.P. began to service Coonamble with a Thursday flight An air-mail 
contract had been negotiated partly because the rail journey was nearly 24 hours. 

On 28th August 1935, W.A.S.P. Airways inaugurated their service to Young, Leeton & Griffith 
in the Riverina.  The inaugural service was actually on Friday 24th August when Police 
Sergeant Thomson, who was taken ill had an emergency flight to Sydney.   The first round 
trip was completed by the Tugun Codock VH – UPU plane.   Locals were impressed the flight 
only took 3 hours. Residents of Leeton were even more amazed when a Sydney Morning 
Herald newspaper could be delivered that same day.    No air mails were carried on the 
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inaugural services.   Both the Postmaster-General and W.A.S.P. realised that both Young, 
Leeton and Griffith were adequately serviced by next-day mail train services. 

The Murrumbidgee Irrigator of 30 August 1935 noted that “a popular figure at the Leeton 
Aerodrome, Tuesdays and Fridays, is Mr Jack Small,  who shows his skill as an air pilot by the 
easy way he lands the big, twin-engined ‘plane.  The machine touches the earth with hardly 
a bump.   Although only 26 years of age, he has flown for 9 years.    He has flown for 
Western Australia Airways, Northern Airlines N.S.W. and also flown in Queensland.  Those 
who have flown with Jack Small, look upon him as being among Australia’s safest pilots”. 

On 26 September 1935 Pilot Jack Small turned back to Mascot due poor weather over Blue 
Mountains on the scheduled service to Narromine. A Telegram then received asking for 
aircraft to collect a seriously ill child at Leeton NSW, Small flew the Codock through bad 
weather to Leeton and returned to Mascot after dark with the child and parents. 
While parked at Young on 29 September 1935 a horse ate fabric of the tailplane, causing 
enough damage to stop the aircraft continuing to Narromine to take part in an air pageant. 
 

Far worse was to come for the Codock and Pilot Small.  On 19 February 1936 it was delayed 
at Young with an engine problem.   Gannett VH-UUZ was flown from Sydney late that 
afternoon to collect the 4 passengers.   W.A.S.P. engineer W. Morley arrived on the Gannet 
which usually did the Broken Hill run, and stayed to work on the Codock engine.   The four 
passengers & pilot who had departed for Sydney in VH-UUZ but were all killed when it 
crashed en-route to Sydney. 
 

The domed plane had arrived at Young 6.45pm. As the Gannet had more seats than the 
Codock there was room for a Mr Browne, who had earlier been told there were too many 
passengers. But he could not be located, so it left without him. Pilot Small contacted Mascot 
and asked for a flare path to be laid out for a night landing.  The plane took off a little later. 
 
A witness to the flight of the aircraft between Goulburn and Taralga was a Mr J.B. Connor. 
He said it circled his place two or three times at 7.10pm so he and his family had quickly lit 
fires of paper and twigs to help guide it down to a safe landing place.  However, it had 
resumed its course east.  Leaving Young the plane had hit worsening weather and after a 
while had lowered altitude, apparently thinking it was over the mountains.A Sydney 
Morning Herald newspaper correspondent, living at Taralga at the time, recorded these 
details for his Sydney paper on Friday the February 21. 
 
The accident occurred on Wednesday, February 19, 1936 at about 7.45pm. 
Around Cordeaux Dam, near Picton, and 60 kms from Sydney, it had crashed through 
“twenty treetops” in densely wooded country, four miles from Cordeaux Dam. Before hitting 
the ground and bursting into flame. 
 

Around 7.45pm the postmaster at Douglas Park, V Dogger, heard and saw the plane go 
overhead, but he heard the engines spluttering.  He reported to Mascot Airport that it lost 
altitude and appeared to come down to the south over the Cordeaux Dam. 
 
Residents at Cordeaux Dam and employees of the Water Board at the settlement heard the 
crash and saw the flames.  They said it was almost totally dark at the time and they first 
heard the plane’s engines spluttering and stop. 
Then one started for a few seconds again, then silence before it impacted.  At no time did 
they see the aircraft. 
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One of the search teams, with Brother Cutcliffe and three journalists, of which two were 
from the Herald, found it the following morning at 5.55am. It was 800 feet above the 
Cordeaux River and had narrowly missing a sandstone pinnacle, surmounted a low 
sandstone cliff then struck a 12 inch (30 cm) thick tree some sixty feet above the ground, 
shearing off its left wing and crashing.    One fuel tank had burst into flame immediately with 
the other later on. 
 
A partially burnt parachute was found nearby.  One passenger was Oliver King of Leeton who 
on the Tuesday had been tethering a cow and while driving a pike into the ground with a 
piece of wood had received a splinter in his right eye.    King then was going to Sydney for 
specialist eye treatment.  
 

Two W.A.S.P. planes were despatched from Sydney immediately after the Douglas Park 
postmaster’s report. 
 

Mr Wilfred Kingsford-Smith, the manager for W.A.S.P. Airlines, said that their Codock 
aircraft, an earlier version of the Gannet, had developed serious engine trouble on the 
Leeton – Sydney flight and had set down at Young for repairs. 
 

Because of the urgency of the flight with an eye-damaged passenger the Tugan had been 
quickly sent down from Mascot to pick up the stranded passengers. 
Kingsford-Smith also praised pilot Small: “Nothing was ever a bother to him. 
“He was always willing to do good turns for others and was a most agreeable chap.  He was 
one of the finest pilots in Australia”. 
 
The other three passengers on the Gannet, VH-UUZ, were Mr A.V. Seinfield, 24, a Sydney 
accountant, Mr C.B. Turner, 21, also a Sydney accountant and Mr Frank. L. Eagle, 40, a 
merchant from Lane Cove. 
 

 
W.A.S.P. Airways Codock VH-URP at Mascot. This plane was regularly used on the Young-
Leeton-Griffith air service. 
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W.A.S.P. Airways purchased VH-UVU Western Wasp to replace the lost but insured Gannet. 
 

W.A.S.P.’s 1936 timetable 
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In the Sydney Morning Herald report of Saturday 9th 1936, W.A.S.P. Airlines, which was 
described as “operating services to Broken Hill. Leeton, Young and Griffith had given notice 
of an extraordinary general meeting.”  They were running out of funds.  They advertised a 
special general meeting on 18th May 1936 to authorise the increase the capital from 
£20,000 to £100,000. They stated the reason was that they wanted to provide services to 
other town in New South Wales.  There had been hints that they also wanted to extend 
their route to Bathurst and Orange. 

Unfortunately this new issue of shares was not fully subscribed.   W.A.S.P. Airways were able to 
battle on for a few more months.   It was difficult, if not impossible, to operate air services with 
planes that only 4-5 seating capacity and could carry severely weight-limited air-mail 
despatches and cargo.  W.A.S.P. Airlines ceased all air mail services on 27 July 1936.    
 
On 14 August 1936 W.A.S.P. Airlines was placed in voluntary liquidation.  Its aircraft reverted to 
mortgagor T. E. Perry of Narromine: - VH-URP, Gannet VH-UVU and Monospar VH-UST.   In July 
1937 VH-URP was sold to Southern Airlines & Freighters    On 20 May 1940 VH-UEP was written 
off and its registration cancelled.  It was acquired by Penfolds Wines, Minchinbury Estate 
NSW, on the Great Western Highway the west of Sydney.  Mounted on a framework at the 
main gate to the winery in a crash position with the slogan Don't Crash Drink Penfolds. Some 
older members may remember it. 
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A NOTE ON WILFRED KINGSFORD-SMITH 
 

  
Harry Purvis, Charles Kingsford-Smith and Wilfred Kingsford-Smith in ?1931 

 
Wilfred Kingsford-Smith, the founder of W.A.S.P. Airways was born in Brisbane on 12 March 
1882.  He died at Chatswood, N.S.W. on 13 January 1960.  
Wilfred was a partner in many enterprises promoting aviation and originated several inter-
city air-mail routes in Australia. He sometimes accompanied his brother Charles on flights. In 
1931-1934 he was managing a tour of Australia of the plane "Southern Cross" and touring 
with the plane.   Wilfred had a long-standing friendship with P.G. Taylor who lived at 
Bayview. In 1939 he had a house built in bushland at Taylors Point, also on Pittwater, 
In 1939 he was managing director of the College of Civil Aviation. It trained pupils for entry 
into the R.A.A.F.  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
OUR CLUB SHOW & TELL ITEMS FROM THE 25th 
AUGUST 2020 MEETING 
 
DEREK DOLSTRA – ETA STAMP ALBUMS 1936-39 
Derek brought along his Eta Postage Stamps of the World album.   These were produced and 
distributed by Nut Products Pty Ltd from 1934 to 1939.  In 1st year of ETA albums, 1934, 
275,000 of these albums were sold. The initial estimate was that only 75,000 would be 
required.  It cost just 6d. 
Between 1934 and 1939 it involved some 25 million postage stamps being given away with 
Eta products, mainly peanut butter. 
Derek talked about the history of peanut butter in Australia and collecting peanut-themed 
stamps. 
Dave Field also brought his Eta album along. 
 
TONY READ – ROYAL HUMANE SOCITY MEDAL PRESENTED TO MELVILLE 
MAXWELL 
 
Tony Read showed a medal presented to Melville Maxwell by the brother of the two Symons 
sisters rescued by him in a fire in the building at the corner of Swanston and Collins on 12 March 
1927 
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The Royal Humane Society also presented Melville Harcourt Maxwell with bravery medal for 
his role in the fire of 12 March 1927 
 
The Royal Humane Society awarded medals for bravery in rescuing tenants from the building at 
the corner of Swanston and Collins streets at the fire there on 12 March 1927 to: -  

Melville Vincent Boyd Police constable 23y.o. 
Melville Harcourt Maxwell, window dresser 
Gerald Withnell, labourer 
William Saunders, manufacturer, 22y.o. 
John Henry Salmon police constable, 48y.o. 
John Egan, police constable 
Keith Faulkner Alexander, police constable 

 

 
The Royal Humane Society citation read: -  
“Who risked their lived at the fire at the corner of Swanston and Collins Streets on March 2, 
1927.  A fire broke out in the building, and two tenants, the misses Symons were trapped.  Boyd, 
Salmon, Saunders, Alexander, Egan and Withnell rushed into the building and mounted to the 
third floor. Boyd and Withnell mounted to the third floor. Boyd and Withnell rushed to where the 
misses Symons were.  They were joined by Maxwell.  The building was full of smoke. They tried 
to smash in the door of the room but failed, and blinded and choked by smoke and scorched by 
flames they reached the window.  There they saw the firemen, by means of a ladder, rescuing the 
misses Symons, and they too were rescued, and sent to the hospital, suffering by burns and shock. 
Salmon, Egan and Alexander who went to other parts of the building worked untiringly in 
helping other tenants out of the building and lent valuable assistance accompanied by great 
risk.” 
 
Silver medals were awarded to Maxwell, Withnell, Saunders (Boyds name was left off the 
citation) 
Bronze medals were awarded to Salmon, Alexander and Egan. 
 
 
TONY READ – MASONIC PENNIES AND OTHER REGALIA 
Tony Read also showed two Masonic pennies, as well as Masonic regalia inscribed with the 
acronym “HTWSSTKS”.  
Tony said this meant “Hiram the Widow’s Son Sent to King Solomon”.  It is a motif that 
appears on a large variety of badges, plaques, pendants and fobs, and can even be seen on 
gravestones. 
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It is most frequently inscribed on Masonic token pennies, and sometimes inscribed on real 
penny coins. 
Apparently all third degree Freemasons study the story of a man named Hiram 
Abiff (a.k.a. Hiram the Widow’s Son.).  According to legend, Hiram was chief architect for 
the Temple of King Solomon. When evil non-believers tried to get the secret masonic 
passwords out of Hiram, he valiantly refused to tell them and as a result was killed.  In 
Masonic teachings, Hiram’s story is held up as an example of loyalty. 
If you see ‘HTWWTKS’ on someone’s headstone, you know that not only were they a Royal 
Arch Mason, but that they made it at least as far as the third degree in that fraternal order! 
 
TONY READ – NEWSPAPER PRE-CANCELS 
 

 
Newspaper pre-cancel for the period 1836-1854 used for forwarding the Illustrated London News.  It showed the King 

George motto “Dieu et mon Droit” 
Tony Read showed some pre-cancels used in Great Britain for the postage of newspapers.  
He also talked about their use and history [See the separate article in the Newsletter]. 
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