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The

Our Club’s 56th Year For our 28 September
2021 meeting

iy tﬁ
ISSUE #232

THE TUESDAY 28"
SEPTEMBER 2021
MEETING
1S ON

Orange’s 6-week lockdown & stay-at-home order
was lifted at midnight on 23 September

THE MONTHLY MINI-FAIR IN THE ORANGE
CULTURAL CENTRE FOR SATURDAY 2" OCTOBER
(BARRING ANY SUDDEN COVID LOCKDOWNS)
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Our 2002 Orange Coin & Stamp Expo was held in the Orange Function centre

OUR NEXT CLUB
MONTHLY MEETING IS ON
THIS NEXT TUESDAY 28"
SEPTEMBER 2021

AT THE CONCLUSION OF
THAT MEETING WE WILL
MOVE ON TO OUR 2021
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

This notice is formal notice of the
annual general meeting to be held at
the Orange Cultural Centre after the
7.30pm monthly meeting at the
Orange Cultural Centre in Sale St.on
28™ September 2021.

At the annual general meeting all
positions will be declared vacant and
electrons will be held for all of the
committee positions and those listed
in the bye-laws.

At the conclusion of the September
AGM your membership dues for
2021-22 will become due. Normally
this is $7 a year, but last year because
of Covid disruptions it was reduced to
$5. That meeting will review the cost
of 2021-22 membership.

We will have to wear face-masks,
use sanitiser, and record your
name and contact phone number
(for Council). Orange Council
requires a maximum of one
person is for every 4 square
metres of space. The room can
take 27 persons.
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" Orange EXPO 2021
- please continue to

support them:-

& Wynyard Coin Centre (M.R.
: Roberts), 3 Barrack St, Sydney,

522000 Ph (02) 9299 2047. Fax

The Orange Cultural Centre from Sale St

The next monthly coin & stamp
mini-fair is in the Orange Cultural
Centre is planned for Saturday 2"
October from 9 to about 1.

Our meeting and the monthly fair
are held in Sale St, Orange. It’s the
building that used to be a school. It’s
on the right hand side as you enter
the Woolworths Car Park. The
building is sort of opposite Harris
Farm Market, but entrance is from
the mini-park on the Sale St
frontage.

Our next meeting after this one is on
Tuesday 26" October 2021.

DON’T FORGET OUR
CLUB’S POSTAL

ADDRESS HAS CHANGED
TO PO BOX 9113,

ORANGE 2800

The Club has taken a smaller PO Box at
East Orange LPO in lieu of Box 324. PO

Boxes at East Orange have 8000 or 9000
numbers.

Our new postal address is: -
ORANGE COIN & STAMP
CLUB

PO BOX 9113

ORANGE NSW 2800

(02)9290 3710
www.wynyardcoins.com.au

A. Byrne Coins (Tony Byrne from
Canberra) — PO Box 53, MITCHELL,
A.C.T. 2911, ph (02) 6255 4044)
Buying and Selling

Orange Stamps & Coins
(Howard Lyons), PO Box 9288,
Orange, 2800;

Mobile 0427 107 554
Phone/fax (02) 6362 2368,
E-mail: howard.lyons@bigpond.com
Buying and Selling - Stamps, Coins,
Banknotes, Accessories, etc.

Pittwater Philatelic Service -
(John Pearson) Newport Beach.
Phone (02)9979 1561
Email:
pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au

Phil & Win Morehouse,
Bankstown. NSW 2200 Ph: (02)9707
4087, Email -
wmorehouse@netspace.net.au.
World-wide stamps bought and sold

AAA Stamps (Steve Burton) of
Long Jetty. Phone 0432 540 760.
Email: - aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
Buying & selling World stamps

Pacific Rim Coins

(Chris Buesnell)

Level 3 / 1 Central Avenue, Lane Cove.
Phone 02 9418 6593
www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com



http://www.wynyardcoins.com.au/
mailto:howard.lyons@bigpond.com
mailto:pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
mailto:wmorehouse@netspace.net.au
mailto:aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
http://www.pacificrimonlineauctions.com/
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DATES FOR 2021 & 2022

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
meeting. Followed by the annual general
meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural
Centre, Tuesday 28" September 2021

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
fair at the Orange Cultural Centre,
Saturday 2" October 2021, 9-1

Toowoomba National One-Frame

Stamp Show, 9-10 October 2021

The contingency plan is now in place to
run a virtual exhibition, similar to
AusVipex 2020, which was conducted
last year. A virtual Exhibition will
enable the Toowoomba 2021 National
One-Frame Exhibition to take place.
Exhibits ban be viewed at the
Exhibition website
(https://toowoomba2021.com.au/ex
hibition/view-exhibits/) or from the
Toowoomba Stamp Club website
(https://www.toowoombastampclub
.org/t21displays.htm). It is intended
that the exhibits remain online until
at least the end of March 2022.

Philas Open Day, PHILAS House, 16th
October 2021, 10-4pm, BUT
ONLY IF PHILAS HOUSE
CAN BE Re-OPENED. The
Inter-Club Competition
component has been cancelled

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
meeting. 7.30pm at the Orange Cultural
Centre, Tuesday 26" October 2021

Orange Coin & Stamp Club monthly
fair at the Orange Cultural Centre,
Saturday 6™ November 2021, 9-1

Campbelltown Club’s Fisher’s Ghost
Stamp Fair set down for Sunday
7" November HAS BEEN
CANCELLED

PHILAS Auction #139, Saturday 13t
November 2021 at PHILAS
House, Darlinghurst (could be
cancelled though - check
PHILAS website)

Wagga Stamp & Coin Fair, 27-28
November 2021, Sturt Primary School,
White Avenue, Karingal, Wagga

Bathurst and District Remembers World
War 2 Exhibition 2021 — 3-6 December
2021, marking VJ Day and the 75th
Anniversary of the end of WW?2. The
exhibition is open from 9am to 5pm each
day except Monday which is 9am to 4pm.
The four day event will be held at the
Bathurst Showground on Sydney Road.

Canberra Stampshow 2022 & 22"
National Philatelic
Convention, 18-20 March
2022 at Thoroughbred Park,,
1 Randwick Road, Lyneham,
Canberra

Newcastle Half-National Exhibition Has
now been rescheduled for
27-29 May 2022. Entries
can now be received up to
28 February 2022. At
Newcastle Showground
Exhibition Centre,
Broadmeadow

OUR CLUB CIRCUIT BOOK

Colin Richardson said he needs coin and
stamp pages for the next circuit books.

A sample circuit book page is reproduced on
the last page.

Colin can be contacted direct at
Email: ptilinopusl@bigpond.com
Ph: 63690634

ITEMS FOR THIS
NEWSLETTER AND
CORRESPONDENCE TO
THE CLUB

Items for this newsletter could be posted to
the Secretary/editor at the Club’s postal
address: -PO Box 9113 ORANGE 2800
Better still you could e-mailed to: -
ddolstra@bigpond.net.au

-Or phone (020 63 614 872)



mailto:ddolstra@bigpond.net.au
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PITTWATER
PHILATELIC SERVICE

We carry Australia’s largest world-wide stamp
stock. We visit Orange twice a year—your
opportunity to see our vast stock in the Central
West!
www.ozemail.com.au/~pittwaterstamps/

The largest range of internet price lists in the southern
hemisphere.

Fine quality stamps of o, ™
Australia, States, NZ, o
GB & the world. &

AUSTRALASIA

PO Box 259, Newport Beach. NSW. 2106.
Ph: (0412) 904-295
pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au
Make an appointment visit our offices at
Shop 18, 331-335 Barrenjoey Road, Newport Beach. NSW.
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Philatelists have seen lots of Covid-relevant design on stamps — but when will
banknotes start showing a Covid-themed design?
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ORANGE STAMPS and COINS

Latest and new releases (Sept/October) from the Royal
Australian Mint.

If you are interested in any items please give me a ring on
6362-2368 and leave your phone number,

| will call you back. Unable to provide photographs of items,
new policy from the mint not to provide photos to agents until
the day prior to release.

2022 Year Tiger 50 cents .................. $12-50
2022 Year Tiger $1 (2 coin set) ........ $30-00
2022 Year Tiger $5 domed silver proof .. $130-00
2022 Year Tiger %2 ounce silver proof ... $70-00
2021 Olympic Games 5 x $2 coin set ........... $15-00
2021 Paralympic $2 coin ... $3-00
2021 50 cent Nui-Le ... $10-00
2021 $1 Penny set (2 coinset) ............. $35-00

2021 50 cent Wiggles (2 coin set in tin jukebox) $40-00
2021 20 cent Animalia —................ $15-00
2021 Christmas 50 cents (5 diff cards $10 each) . ... $50-00
2021 ANDA Mob of Roos (Perth) .......... $30-00
2021 $2 Ambulance carded coin ‘C’ ......... $15-00
2021 $2 Ambulance .. mintroll. ....... $100-00
2021 $2 Ambulance .. single coin from mint roll .. $5-00
2021 20 cents Mungo footprint ........ $10-00
2021 Mungo footprint ... %2 ounce silver proof .. $65-00
2022 $1.. Y2 ounce silver proof Kangaroo .. $65-00
2021 Wiggles - 5x $2 collection folder.. ...  $15-00

2021 RSPCA $1 - 8 coin collection in tin (includes wombat)
... $130-00

2021 RSPCA $1 - Dog, Cat, Dolphin, Layer Hen, Guinea Pig,
Lizard, Horse .... $15-00 each



- Page -7 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 28 SEPTEMBER 2021

THE AUSTRALIAN $20 NOTE

Like the $10, $50 and $100 notes, the twenty dollar - $20 note was released when
Australia changed to decimal currency on 14 February, 1966. It replaced the red
ten-pound note with the picture of Governor Arthur Phillip on the obverse. The
new note is printed on cotton fibre.

The 1966 to 1993 issues of the $20 note are orange/yellow in colour with Sir
Charles Kingsford Smith pictured on the obverse and Lawrence Hargrave is shown
on the reverse. In the centre on the obverse are pendulum tracings, symbolic of
wings. The words 'COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALA’ are across the top on
the obverse and reverse of issues up to 1974 and are replace by the word
"AUSTRALIA” after 1974.

There is a metallic security thread from top to bottom to the left of center and was
moved further left in later issues.

20

TWENTY DOLLARS

XAU 486039

Sir Charles Kingsford Smith (1897-1935) was born in Brisbane and graduated
from Sydney Technical College as an electrical engineer.

During World War 1, he served in the Australian Imperial Force at Gallipoli
and in the Middle East. He joined the Royal Flying Corps in 1917, and won the
Military Cross for his bravery as a fighter pilot in France. Following the war, he
promoted aviation as the future of transportation in Australia, and accomplished
a number of pioneering flights drawing attention to its possibilities. In 1927
with co-pilot Charles UIm they completed a flight of 12,000 kilometres around
Australia in little more than 10 days, breaking the previous record of 20 days.

The next year he achieved the first flight across the Pacific Ocean from
California to Australia in the Southern Cross, with UIm as relief pilot; radio
operator, James Warner; and Harry Lyon, navigator and engineer. Lasting some
83 hours in the air, it was the world’s longest flight over water. The pilots
became saturated during storms and suffered mirages, mistaking clouds for
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islands. They resorted to filling their ears with plasticine to soften the noise of
the engines, which sounded like gelignite exploding. The aircraft is now
displayed near Brisbane Airport in a memorial hangar.

In 1930 when 33 years old, he flew from England to Australia, winning an air
race.

Sir Charles received a knighthood for his services to aviation from King George
V in 1932. Two years later, he made the first eastward crossing of the Pacific
from Australia to the United States in the Lady Southern Cross. During an
attempt to break the England — Australia speed record in 1935, he disappeared
in the Lady Southern Cross off the coast of Burma — now called Myanmar.

The Kingsford Smith International Airport at Mascot, Sydney is named in his
honour.

Lawrence Hargrave (1850-1915) was born in Greenwich, England and moved to
Australia in 1866 to join his family and work as an engineering apprentice at the
Australian Steamship Navigation Co, Sydney. He went on two expeditions to
explore New Guinea.

Hargraves worked at the Sydney Observatory and when his father died, his
inheritance enabled him to resign and concentrate full time on aeronautical
research. His inventions represent some of the world’s earliest advances in
aviation. Next to his picture are representations of some of his drawings of kites
and flying machines. His experiments with the rotary engine and the box kite took
place mainly at Stanwell Park, south of Sydney, known for its favourable wind
conditions. In November 1894 he succeeded in lifting himself 16 feet above the
ground with his four-kite construction.

Although his experiments were met frequently with scepticism in Australia, he
remained certain of the inevitability of aviation and suggested that younger
generations be exposed to its study. While Australian institutions demonstrated
little interest in Hargrave’s aeronautical models, the Deutsches Museum in Munich
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acquired them in 1909. These models were destroyed by bombing during World
War 11. He is best remembered for three significant contributions —

e . Development of the curved aerofoil with a thicker leading edge.

e . Improvement of the life to drag ratio in box kites and early gliders. This
led to the aerodynamic stability and structural rigidity needed for a heavier
than air flying machine.

e . Developmental work on the rotary engine that was used on aeroplanes
until 1920.

Hargrave’s surviving models are held by the Powerhouse Museum, Sydney.

To be continued - Richouwrd Gaumumie

M.R.Roberts

WYNYARD COIN CENTRE

3 Barrack St Sydney 2000
Ph (02) 9299 2047 & Fax (02) 9290 3710 remains the same. Their e-mail address is
sales@wynyardcoins.com.au

Whether you want advice or can’t find what you’re looking for, contact us. We
have a wide array of collectables in our store and our friendly team will be happy
to assist you. Call us today on +612 9299 2047, or send an email

to sales@wynyardcoins.com.au or shop on-line.

Regular Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday - 9:00am - 4:00pm

In 2020 Lithuania produced a Coin of Hope to mark the Covid pandemic


mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
mailto:sales@wynyardcoins.com.au
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BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 15 WITH “Simpy”
The following items have been sourced from the Australian Post Office Philatelic Bulletin/Stamp Preview.

No. 1 1972: Stamps in Packs: There have been reports that the Australian Post Office intends to reprint
previous Christmas stamps and the scarce 30c Royal Visit stamp. There are no such plans. The gift packs
offered for sale to overseas collectors through a direct mail campaign were on sale in Australia for a long
time and contained the previously-printed stamps.

No. 2 1972: The 1972 stamp issuing programme was announced and details of special postmarks for
events such as the Moomba Festival, Lions International Convention and Jarrahdale Centenary.

It also included an insert for the Australian Stamp Catalogue priced at $1.25 and Stamp News (the offer
included a free copy of the book “STAMPS — A Collector's Guide by Bill Hornadge).

No. 4 1972: Details of the four stamps to be issued for the Munich Olympic Games.

Private Covers: Clients wishing to receive any of the postmarker impressions on their own covers should
include a remittance of 10c (7c for stamp and 3c affixing fee) with their order and addressed cover.

No. 5 1972: Items included “COOK IN THE ANTARCTIC” and “PACK HORSE MAIL MARKS BRISBANE
G.P.O. CENTENARY”.

No. 6 1972: Details of new Christmas Island Christmas Stamps in 3 cent and 7 cent se-tenant pairs.

No. 7 1972: “A set of seven definitive stamps illustrating pioneer life in Australia will be issued on 15t
November, 1972.”

No. 8 1972: Included was an announcement that the Australian Post Office would sell mint and
postmarked stamps of Fiji commencing on 20th November, 1972.

No. 1 1973: Metric Conversion from the imperial system of weights and measures to the metric system
would include the issue of a set of 4 stamps utilising a cartoon style.

Two new philatelic handbooks had been placed on sale at 50c each — “The Definitive Stamps of the Reign
of King George VI” and “The Definitive Stamps of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth Il 1952-65.

Collectors were reminded that special postmarkers which are used either continually or seasonally were
available at: Ayers Rock, Canberra War Memaorial, Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement, Mount Kosciusko,
Penguin Parade (Phillip Island), Mildura Arts Centre, Hobart Post Office Museum and Sovereign Hill
(Ballarat).

No. 2 1973: Due to continual demand, the philatelic handbook “The Early Commonwealth Period and the
Kangaroo and Map Series” had been reprinted and was again on sale. This was the 4t reprint.

No. 3 1973: Cook in Antarctic FDC'’s — Casey Base “Advice has been received from the Postmaster at the
Casey Base in the Australian Antarctic Territory that a bag containing approximately 5,000 private first day
covers was inadvertently left behind when the relief ship sailed from that base. Unfortunately, these items
cannot be delivered to the addressees now until the next relief ship arrives in Australia about February,
1974

Postmarking of Philatelic Covers — “Most mail exchanges in Australia are now equipped with mechanical
mail sorting and postmarking equipment and it is not always possible to isolate philatelic items from other
mail articles posted in street letter receivers and give them individual postmarking treatment.

Collectors are reminded that philatelic covers and other items which require careful postmarking should be
posted in the special philatelic boxes provided at capital city philatelic sales centres.

Similarly, collectors posting philatelic articles at post offices should hand them in at the counter with a
request that they be carefully postmarked.”
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THE PHILIPPINE AIR MAIL SOCIETY’S 1939
EXHIBITION

This article began with a cover your editor purchased. It was one of several
prepared as part of the celebrations for the first Philippines Air Mail Society’s
Exhibition in Manila. The exhibition was in February 1939
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Air mail collecting became ‘big’ in the Philippines following the opening up of the first
commercial trans-Pacific airmail service by Pan-American Airways. That was in late-
1935. The Philippines had been a United States territory since the 1898 Spanish-
American War.

The China Clipper flies over Almeida, California on its way across the Pacific

This service was inaugurated from San Francisco to Manila on November 22, 1935
using China Clipper (NC14716), the first of three Martin M-130 four-engine flying
boats built for Pan American Airways Built at a cost of $417,000 by the Glenn L.
Martin Company in Baltimore, Maryland, it was delivered to Pan Am on October 9,
1935. It was one of the largest airplanes of its time.

The Pan-American Clipper arriving in Manilla Harbour

On November 22, 1935, it took off from Alameda, California in an attempt to deliver
the first airmail cargo across the Pacific Ocean. Although its inaugural flight plan

called for the China Clipper to fly over the San Francisco—Oakland Bay Bridge (still
under construction at the time), upon take-off the pilot realized the plane would not


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manila
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_M-130
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_boat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_boat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_American_Airways
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glenn_L._Martin_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glenn_L._Martin_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alameda,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airmail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco%E2%80%93Oakland_Bay_Bridge
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clear the structure, and was forced to fly narrowly under instead. On November 29,
the airplane reached its destination, Manila, after traveling via Honolulu, Midway
Island, Wake Island, and Sumay, Guam, and delivered over 110,000 pieces of mail.
The crew for this flight included Edwin C. Musick as pilot and Fred Noonan as
navigator:

The first flight’s payload almost exclusively mail, especially philatelic covers. As a
result first flight covers are not especially rare:-

Mr. conrado B. Abadilla
¢/o Poetmaster

Ban Franclsco
California
i T

2 W14 AIR MAIL

F s
5 s gyt . "~__‘ -.?‘:"Mﬂl
TR Ly 5

MANILA ~ SAN FRARCISCO

224 Gold Street,
‘42 Buffalo, Hew York,

U. 8. A,
Via Air Mail--San Prancisco to Manila, P.I.T

The first Pacific Clippers flew to Manila for almost a year delivering mail before
taking passengers; Pan Am derived half its annual revenue world-wide from carrying
mail.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honolulu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midway_Atoll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midway_Atoll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wake_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumay,_Guam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ed_Musick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Noonan
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Later the weekly Pan-American service was extended from Manila to Honk Kong.
The 1937 timetable is shown below:-

SAN FRANCISCO
U. S. A.-Hawaii-Guam-Philippines

Orient Exp. Pan American Airways Co. (PAAP) Orient Exp.
(s) | PM AM (z)
Wed.| 3 00].. Lv SAN FRANCISCO, (Alameda),Cal.,...(PST) Ar| 10 30| Tues.
Thur.| 8 30].. A HONOLULU, (Pearl Harbor), H. I...(HLT) Lv|n12 00| Mon.

Fri 6 30].. Lv HONOLULU, (Pearl Harbor), H. I...(HLT) A7l 5 30| Sun.
3 00f.. Ar MIDWAY ISLAND................ (MLT)LWv| 6 00

Sat. 6 00f.. Lv MIDWAY ISLAND................ (MLT)Ar| 5 00| Sat,

(International Date Line)

Sun. 3 00].. Re WAKE ISLANDY, ;. s s 165° Lv| 6 00| Sun,

Mon. 6 00f.. Ly WAKE ISLANDS.............u.... 165° Ar Sat.
6 00].. A GUAM ISLAND. .......ccoonvivasas 150° Lv g &9

Tues.| 6 00].. v GUAM ISLAND..............cc0vun. 150° Ar| 6 30| Fri.

(s) 6 00i....| Ar MANILA (Cavite), P. I........,......120° Lv| * 4 00 (z)

(x)

Wed. | 8 30|....|Lv MANILA, (Cavite), P. L...............120° Ar| 1 45 T(bxtzrf
3 O JEEMRACRD .. oo voms e arsns e “ | - -
306|....1Ar HONG KONG......oooiviennnnnn. “ LWl 830

*—De rtur; from Manila subject to advancement to previous afternoon as occasion

emands.
All times are approximate other than at San Francisco westbound and at Honolulu
eastbound.

This early trans-Pacific and the development of internal air mail services in the
Philippines prompted the Philippines Air Mail Society (which was Chapter 12 of the
American Air Mail Society) to put on a major exhibition in Manila. It ran from 17 to
19t February 1939.

The Exhibition featured 158 frames, Exhibitors came from Asia and from the United
States. 5,000 people attended. A temporary post office operated on-site.
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The Bureau of Posts of the Commonwealth of the Philippines was approached to
issue two overprinted, surcharges stamps for the exhibition: - an 8 centavos
surcharge on 26 centavo Francisco Carreido stamp and 1 peso surcharge on 10
peso Arms of Manila stamp : -

| —
—
W] —
-
-—
=

Z tﬂ'l.'lv?:ph

These two stamps were issues on 17 February 1939 to coincide with the opening of
the Exhibition. The surcharge helped fund it. 200,000 of the 8 centavo overprint
surcharge on 26 centavo stamp were produced. Only 30,000 of the 1 peso overprint
surcharge on 10 peso stamp, however, were produced. The post office set a
purchase limit of no more than 50 sets per person.

The issue of first day covers were interesting. 3,000 ordinary covers went out to
clients, but a further 7,280 were flown out to air mail destinations on 17" February
1939: -

To Guam, Hawaii and the US by clipper leaving 17/2 1.133 covers
To Baguio 728 covers
To Paracule 177 covers

To Legaspi 216 covers
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To lloilo 539 covers
To Bacolod 305 covers
To Cebu 275 covers
To Davao 219 coves

TOTAL 7,280 carried by air in 17/2

All first day covers were given a “COMMONWEALTH OF PHILIPPINES / BUREAU
OF POSTS/FEB 17 1939/ FIRST DAY SALE / FIRST AIRMAIL EXHIBITION
STAMPS / OFFICIAL CACHET” cachet in purple ink.

Covers carried on the 17" February internal air mail flights carried an additional
cachet:-

PHILIPPINE AIRMAIL EXHIBITION / FIRST / [plane graphic] / MANILA, FEBRUARY
17-19 1939".

The cover shown below was flown from Manila to lloilo: -

VIA AIR MAIL X * VIA AIR MAIL

YA
Y MATLLIM
Yo" GO POSTMASTER IR
ILDILO Pyls VIA AIR MAIL |}
PAR AVION |

VIA AIR MAIL

The next cover was sent on the Clipper service to the U.S.A.:-

VIA  AIR MAIL VIA AIR MAIL

" VIA AIR MAIL
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The cover shown below was not flown, but mailed to a collector in Manila: -

Ve, Joan V. FaLSD
‘.‘/O Muado rapesnot,

r, O, Poy 2100, Yaniis. WR'

PRE-WAR PHILIPPINE INTERNAL AIR MAIL ROUTES

The Philippine Aerial Taxi Company (PATCO) was established as an air shuttle
service to and from Manila, Baguio, and Paracule in 1930. One reason for flying to
Paracule was to transport gold ingots from the mine there.

On March 18, 1931, it made its first round-trip flight between Manila and lloilo. By the
end of that year, PATCO flew its first scheduled service in response to public
demand for passenger flights. Then, in 1932, it was awarded a contract to carry mail
between Manila and Baguio.

While PATCO was ironing out plans to fly to the Visayas, north of Manila, the lloilo-
based Lopez family launched the lloilo—Negros Air Express Company (INAEC). Not
long after it was founded, INAEC already made flights to Davao and Cagayan de
Oro, while PATCO was still only flying to and from Baguio, Masbate, and Paracule.

Next INAEC invested in two Sikorsky S-43 twin-engine amphibians, considered the
best aircraft in the Philippines at the time, making it the most advanced airline in the
country. Because of heavy losses, PATCO could not keep up with the competition.
The company folded in 1939.

A Sikorsky S-43 amphibious planes similar to the 2 bought by INEAC airlines
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On 13" March 1937 the Commonwealth of the Philippines gazetted new air routes &
mail contracts to 15 regional destinations (other than those already existing to lloilo,
Marabate, Baguio and Paracule). The newly approved routes included one to
Legaspi.

Meanwhile, Andres Soriano, co-founder of PATCO, was planning to establish
another airline. Following the advice of his personal pilot, Paul Irving Gunn, Soriano
spearheaded the launch of Philippine Airways in early 1941. Soriano was appointed
operator and general manager of the airline. On March 13, 1941, he changed its
name to Philippine Air Lines (PAL).

The Beech Model 18 plane in PAL’s original orange colours

Two days later, a Philippine Air Lines, Beech Model 18 twin-engine plane flew from
Nielson Airport in Makati to Baguio City. Pilot Paul Gunn and his assistant, Emil
Sylvan Scott, commanded the five-passenger inaugural flight. It was from Neilson
Field in Makati to Baguio. It signalled PAL’s readiness to compete with INAEC for
the Baguio route, even though didn’t have the mail contract at that time.

Philippine Air Line’s Manila workshop
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The airport facilities at Liloan on Cebu in the late-71930’s

Competition between the two intensified as the embryonic Philippine Air Lines
quickly expanded its route system to serve Legaspi, Daet, Naga, Masbate, Tacloban,
and Cebu. The airline also transported gold from Baguio and Paracale.
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With financial backing from the Philippine government, Philippine Air Lines
purchased PATCOQO’s franchise in mid-1941. At the same time, PAL ordered additional
aircraft to be used for flights between Manila and southern Philippines as well as
between Manila and Hong Kong. Unfortunately, these aircraft were to be delivered in
December 1941, the same month World War Il started.

Upon the outbreak of the Pacific War on December 8, 1941, the two Beech Model
18s and its pilots were pressed into military service. They were used to evacuate
American fighter pilots to Australia until one was shot down over Mindanao and the
other was destroyed on the ground in an air raid in Surabaya, Indonesia

After World War Il Philippine Air Lines not only resumed domestic flights, but become
first Asian airline to cross the Pacific on 31 July 1946, when it operated a chartered
Douglas DC-4 on the first of several flights to ferry home initially 40 US servicemen.
Each crossing took 41 hours with fuelling stops at Guam, Wake, Kwajelein and
Honolulu. It was still a while before they could fly to the United States.

On 5" September 1946 Philippine Air Lines opened services to Hong Kong and
Shanghai with DC-3s. FEATI went to the same cities with DC-4s. Then President
Manuel A. Roxas agreed to invest in both airlines for the purchase of new aircraft
provided government representatives sat as chairmen of the board.

.....AND BACK TO LEGASPI

Legaspi is a city, 466km by air south of Manila. It has a modern population of
210,000. These days it is spelled as Legazpi. It sits under the shadow of the Mount
Mayon volcano.

The population provided fierce opposition to the invading United States troops in the
1898 Spanish-American War. So much so that the Americans were forced to divide
the city into two: - Legaspi and Albay.
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The continued security of the region required the United Sates to establish a military
barracks there, called Camp Regan. In 1930 the U.S. Army air wing built a tarred
airfield adjacent to Camp Regan and installed a flight of aircraft.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surabaya
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Camp Regan in 1940. Mount Mayon overshadows it.

The U.S. Army came to an agreement in February 1937 with PATCO to use the airfield
for their proposed domestic passenger and mail services.

An air service commenced in March 1937. It was temporarily interrupted for several
weeks in 1938 when Mount Mayon erupted.

On December 12, 1941, a few days after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Legaspi was
occupied by forces of the Imperial Japanese Army, the purpose of which was to
obtain control of airport which could be used as forward bases by fighter aircraft for
operations in central Luzon. Throughout the Japanese occupation, resistance by
Bicolano and local troops of the Philippine Commonwealth Army continued in the
hills and mountains south of Legaspi.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippine_Commonwealth_Army
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Legaspi airfield was attacked by U.S. Army bombers in March 1945 in preparation
for a sea landing. It is shown on the next page being pounded by Liberators

Legaspi was finally liberated from the Japanese when the 158™ Infantry of the 6" U.S.
Army landed on 15t April 1945 at a site 2km east of the town. The strategically important
airfield was soon put back in use by the Americans.
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Legazpi airport, constructed in 1930 as a military landing field, is still in use, although
the Unites States Army left in 1946. It is overshadowed by Mount Mayon, as a
Philippine Air domestic service (with airmail) takes off.
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To commemorate 45 years of service the Philippines Post Office released 6 stamps
showing Philippine Airways planes on 15" Match 1985. The firs stamp shows one of the
original Beech 18 aircraft.

Pope John Paul arriving at Legazpi airport 21 February 1981
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THE SPANISH FLU PANDEMIC OF 1919 IN
QUEENSLAND, THE QUEENSLAND & N.S.W.
BORDER LOCKDOWN, AND THE MAILS

It’s now 102 years since the Spanish Flu pandemic hit Australia,
It was the greatest pandemic in history and in Australia the death toll was huge
for a population of only 4.9 million.

By the end of 1919 the virus had mostly run its course though the cost was high.
Up to December 4, 1919, 10,528 deaths occurred in Australia, over half in New
South Wales: - NSW 5870; Victoria, 3347; South Australia, 504; Queensland,
284; Western Australia, 335; & Tasmania, 186. Nevertheless, up to 40 per cent
of the population were infected, and some Aboriginal communities recorded a
mortality rate of 50 per cent.
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As Dangerous as Pcison Gas Shel':

SPREAD OF SPAWISH INFLUENZA
~ MENACES OUR WAR PRODUCTEON

When “Spanish Influenza” that had been raging in Europe, finally struck
Australia in early 1919. It had already claimed the lives of many millions
throughout the world, yet there are few indications of mass panic or fear in
contemporary local media reports. The world had just endured four years of a
crippling world war, which itself had claimed the lives of millions of young
men, including 59,000 Australians. Death had become a familiar figure in
communities throughout the country. Australians, however, were already
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certain that “Spanish Influenza” might well travel here along with her returning
troops from World War 1.

Lacking a federal Health Department, the Commonwealth government
summoned each state’s health minister, chief medical officer and other medical
officials to a conference in Melbourne in late November 1918.

Among the conference resolutions was an agreement that a state government
must notify the Commonwealth government as soon as they detected a case of
Spanish flu. The Commonwealth would then take control of all traffic in and
out of the state. Residents would need a permit to leave, except for those living
within ten miles of the state border, who could travel back and forth as long as
there were no cases in their area.

Queensland’s Home Secretary John Huxham was reported in the Warwick
Examiner and Times on January 25, 1919, detailing local preparations against
the disease reaching the state: - “Facilities have been provided in Brisbane for
the inoculation of persons against influenza, and should the necessity arise
further depots will be established and the services of additional medical men
requisitioned,” Mr Huxham added: - “Nothing has been left undone that could
be done in anticipation of any possible emergency.”

The first line of defence was to try to prevent the virus reaching the Australian
mainland. The Australian Quarantine Service monitored the spread of the
pandemic and implemented maritime quarantine on 17 October 1918 after
learning of outbreaks in New Zealand and South Africa.

The first infected ship to enter Australian waters was the Mataram, from
Singapore, which arrived in Darwin on 18 October 1918. Over the next six
months the service intercepted 323 vessels, 174 of which carried the infection.
Of the 81,510 people who were checked, 1102 were infected. Overseas mail
began to be fumigated at the Quarantine Stations in Sydney and Melbourne
The Commonwealth Serum Laboratories was established during the First World
War to alleviate Australia’s dependence on imported vaccines. In 1918 it
developed its first, experimental vaccine in anticipation of pneumonic influenza
reaching mainland Australia. 3 million doses were produced over the next 12
months.

Australia’s first cases of Spanish flu were detected in Melbourne in mid-
January 1919. But the Victorian health Department didn’t report these cases to
the Commonwealth for about a week. New South Wales was the first state to
officially proclaim an outbreak of pneumonic influenza on 27 January 1919,
with Victoria following suit the next day. New South Wales was annoyed at
Victoria’s delay.

By the time Victoria was declared an infected area on 28 January 1919, there
were 350 infections in the state and the virus had already spread by train to
Sydney.


https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/AutoSearch.asp?O=I&Number=48607
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The border closure between New South Wales and Victoria on 28 January 1919
was triggered after a soldier travelling by train from Melbourne to Sydney spent
the night in a carriage with a passenger who was showing signs of Spanish flu.
When the soldier arrived in Sydney he was admitted to the Randwick Military
Hospital; two days later he was officially diagnosed with pneumonic influenza.
By then he had infected a number of hospital staff, patients and visitors.

With the virus in Australia’s two most populous states, Victoria and New South
Wales, gatherings were initially discouraged and then banned. Theatres, hotels,
dance halls and churches were closed. People began regularly inhaling
antiseptic fumes and wearing masks in public — even though the
Commonwealth Director of Quarantine thought that masks were ‘useless and
even dangerous’.

New South Wales’ status as an infected state meant that only their residents living
within 10 miles of the border were allowed to cross into Queensland.

On Tuesday 28" January the New South Wales Governor issues a Proclamation
that all churches, libraries, theatres and public halls be closed. The Tramways
Union refused to let persons on trams unless they had a mask. On Wednesday
29" January Queensland’s public health officer, Dr Paul issued special
regulations closing all places of public amusement”, schools, halls and “all
places where the public congregate”. Offenders were liable to a penalty not
exceeding £50. Worst of all, receptions for returning soldiers were banned.

But the Queensland Government thought the 10-mile buffer lines were
‘undefined and unguarded’. It presented a risk that Queenslanders could cross
into New South Wales, become infected and return to spread the virus anywhere
in the state.

So on 1st February, Queensland made the decision to close its southern border
to everyone, even people living inside the 10 mile buffer zone. This was a clear
breach of the November agreement. A few days later the Commonwealth
renounced the agreement, leaving the states to handle their own quarantine and
restrictions at land borders. (The Commonwealth continued to control
quarantine at ports.)

Queensland police were stationed at crossings along the border to enforce
mandatory examinations and detain and isolate anyone who might be infected.
Mr E.G. Theodore, Queensland’s deputy premier announced on 29 January
1919 that “every inch of the Queensland border would be patrolled and drastic
steps would be taken to keep Queensland clear” of influenza.

The sudden closure of the northern border left many Queenslanders stranded in
New South Wales. The situation was particularly bad at Tenterfield, the last
railway stop before the Queensland border at Wallangarra. 350 passengers were
taken off the Brisbane Express at Tenterfield on 28 January 1919 and were



- Page -27 ORANGE COIN & STAMP CLUB INC NEWSLETTER FOR 28 SEPTEMBER 2021

ordered to stay there. The next day the number had swelled to 700 and by the
2" February there were 800 in town. There was no accommodation for them as
all the hotels and boarding houses were filled to overflowing and many were
sleeping in the open. The Red Cross was providing food. The situation was
described in the Brisbane Courier as “chaotic’. The Tenterfield Shire Council
could not see them starve and allocated several hundred pounds for food
assistance.

The chaotic situation in Tenterfield led to a Quarantine Officers arriving with tents
and setting up a temporary quarantine camp in the showgrounds. A few New
South Wales residents accepted rail passes back to Sydney, but the majority were
irate Queenslanders who just wanted to go home. They had to spend 7 days in a
tent, and be declared influenza-free before they were allowed to enter Queensland.

Mails to the 10-mile-wide border buffer zone in New South Wales could not be
delivered and built up in the Tenterfield and Kyogle post offices after 3 February.

On the Queensland side of the border the Queensland government also quickly set
up a quarantine tent camp at Wallangarra.



b-
T

The Wallangarra Quarantine Camp, February 1919
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The Border Bridge at Goondiwindi was blockaded initially allowing NSW
residents from the 10-mile zone in — but after a few days this stopped. Not even
the mail to Boggabilla got over the bridge.

5.321 persons moved through Queensland’s quarantine camps between
February and May 1919 and not one person contracted influenza.

Quite a number of Queenslanders who had gone on holidays in New South
Wales were trapped. Although State School teachers had all gone back to work,
private school teachers had not. They, like a lot of western Queenslanders, who
traditionally holidayed in the southern states, found they couldn’t get home.

By 2" February there were still 600 Queenslanders stuck in Sydney. The
railways would not sell them a ticket through to Brisbane. There only hope of
getting to Brisbane was buying a just-increased coastal steamer ticket which
would involve 7 days in the quarantine at Lytton or Peri Island on Moreton Bay.
Accommodation for the 7 days quarantine was charged at 10/- a day.

Several North Queensland members of Parliament were demanding protection
for the north in the event of an influenza outbreak in Brisbane. They demanded
that their State be divided into Southern, Central and Northern Zones which
would require 7 days quarantine for any person moving between zones.

There was consternation also, here in Orange on 28 January when a returned
soldier, named Willis, was diagnosed with influenza. He has only returned from
overseas on the previous Saturday and had been given a civic reception. In
Orange there were 14 deaths and 255 cases. Orange ended up being a
vaccination centre for the region.
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Western Australia also took an uncompromising approach to their borders,
shutting down the transcontinental railway that connected the state with eastern
Australia. The trains were out of action for several weeks until adequate
quarantine was introduced.

Meanwhile, strict quarantine regulations at ports impacted shipping between
states, leading to local shortages of coal, flour and other goods.

Meanwhile on 29" January 1919, the Victorian Premier, Mr Lawson, announced
that Federal quarantine officers had stopped all traffic between Victoria and
New South Wales. This border was also to be patrolled by police. Southwards
traffic, road and rail into Victoria was to be stopped at Culcairn. Culcairn is just
north of Albury. “Any person arriving by foot, vehicle or train was either to go
into 7 days quarantine or be given a return ticket back north”.

Arrangements were made for mails and goods only to be able cross the borders
between New South Wales and Victoria and New South Wales and Queensland,
provided they were shipped from New South Wales by a new “clean” flu-free
crew after the New South Wales crew had left the train.

What that meant was the passengers on the north-bound Brisbane Express from
Sydney were thrown off the train at Tenterfield. A new crew ran the train,
minus passengers, but with mail, into Wallangarra. There a Queensland train
ran the train to Brisbane. Passengers could only join the train at Stanthorpe.
The same arrangements were in place for the southwards-running Sydney Mail
express from Brisbane.

At Albury on the Victorian border similar arrangements occurred. The
Melbourne Express trains and the Albury Mail had their passengers removed at
Culcairn. The empty train with mail bags continued to Albury with a fresh
crew. At least the Victorian and New South Wales mail got through, even if
passengers didn’t.

The sudden decision on January 27/28th, leaving at least one train full of
passengers stranded at Albury, as well as a number of former soldiers who had
yet to return home from Sydney. At Culcairn all travellers (foot/carriage/train)
were put into quarantine or given a rail ticket back north.
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The po]ice and quarantine staff at the checkpoint at Albﬂry on the Victorian
border

Albury quickly became a quarantine hub. Camps were established at the local
sports ground, where people affected by the border closures could seek
temporary accommodation. This merged into more formal quarantine facilities.
It was at these quarantine sites that people would be asked if they had contact
with anyone with pneumonic influenza, if they had been immunised or if they
were at risk, and were monitored by health workers.

Meanwhile in Queensland on 31% January it was announced by Queensland
Railways that all train carriages on the Sydney Mail train, including those that
carried mail, would be regularly disinfected.

On that date the ‘buffer’ regulations allowing free movement of those who lived
within 10 miles of the border were abolished. Police at Tweed Heads,
Wallangarra, Texas, Hebel and Mungindi were told that no one should be
allowed to cross the border.

In early February 1919 a number of residents on the Queensland side of the
border at Mungindi crossed illegally to collect, and to post mail, at the NSW
post office were reported to police. A number of females were subsequently
arrested and charged.

A squatter near Hebel in western Queensland had adjoining properties on either
side of the border requested that his stockmen be able to cross the border and
attend stock that were in a bad way because of the drought. His request was
refused.
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This created problems for mail delivery and for access to food supplies in the
West.
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This cover to the United States was posted at Ipswich at the height of the

pandemic on 9 February 1919. It travelled by train to Wallangarra and on to
Sydney. It was disinfected at San Francisco
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Because of the falling off of rail passenger traffic, from Tuesday 4™ February
the Sydney Mail train from Roma St in Brisbane to Wallangarra to meet the
New South Wales train for Sydney, was reduced to three days a week. Normally
there were 200 passengers each day, but on the 2" February there had only been
21. Mails were still despatched daily, but on the 4 days the Sydney express did
not run, a train of just the Travelling Post Office and a baggage car of mail bags
ran to a later timetable.

Perhaps the biggest shemozzle was at the border between the New South Wales
town of Tweed Head and the adjoining Queensland town of Coolangatta. The
Brisbane Courier of 31 January 1919 reported on the Gilbertian situation: -

The Border Chaos: Murwillumbah, dated Jan. 30 The position at Tweed
Heads and Coolangatta has become most involved, and it is a position that is
not without ludicrous aspects. Tweed Heads and Coolangatta are of course
practically one town, and taking advantage of the 10 -mile provision, traffic
between the two places this morning went on as usual, but the border was
absolutely closed at 2 pm today. People at Coolangatta who had gone to Tweed
Heads earlier in the day could not get back, and Tweed Heads residents at the
time in Coolangatta had perforce to remain there. Many scenes humorous as
well as serious occurred, though the police did all possible to smooth matters.
Three ladies who came to Tweed Heads to purchase fruit had to stay on that
side of the border and men from Coolangatta working in Tweed Heads had to
stay there, though their houses were only a hundred yards away. Meanwhile the
bridges and tick gates were guarded, but there are not ample police to guard all
the gates and sundry folk have succeeded in sneaking through the puzzle gates,
which were left unguarded. The position is much aggravated by the fact that
Coolangatta has practically no separate entity in a business sense. There is no
doctor there, no chemist, no milkman, no butcher and no baker. The only bank
agency is worked from the Tweed Heads side. There is no school at Coolangatta
and the only undertaker lives at Tweed Heads. There is no post office either, and
the residents are restricted to telephone communication. Today the mails were
brought to the dividing fence by New South Wales men and then handed through
to a Queenslander. The milkman did likewise with his milk cans. The
Coolangatta barber, in need of a number of fresh towels washed at Tweed
Heads sent an S.0.S. message across the tick border barrier for his towels and
had them thrown across in a bundle, but the string breaking way, they were
scattered in the dust. There were crowds this afternoon and tonight around the
main crossing. Tomorrow morning promises to be lively at Tweed Heads.
Bakers have carts on the Coolangatta side and it is said purpose to bring bread
to the fence tomorrow, and will hand it to the carters for delivery, and the
butchers will be compelled to adopt a similar course.
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Residents of Coolangatta, who had no post office, pass mail and food items into
a basket on the Tweed Heads side of the border. Mail for nearby Southport and
Brisbane had to go all the way to Sydney first. Tweed Heads was then the
terminus of a railway from South Brisbane.

The main complaint of the southern Gold Coast residents was that no public
proclamations concerning the new regulations have been posted and as regards
the matter of the prohibition. The Police were left to make verbal warnings.
There was much telephone congestion at night as husband talked to wives.
Newspapers found a ready sale, and everyone with any “inside” knowledge
soon had a crowd of listeners. At 2 pm boats and cars from Murwillumbah
brought their usual crowd of travellers who made their way to the railway
station. Here a very unpleasant surprise awaited them. The carriages were
locked and the police informed all who had travelled in from beyond the ten
mile radius of the town that they could go no further. Quarantined!
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There were so many stranded on the border that the Tweed Daily was able to
report on 7 February 1919 - Preparations at Tweed Heads - The Red Cross and
Chamber of Commerce Emergency Committee has decided that the Public
School would make a suitable isolation hospital. Medical men approve of the
site and do not favour the Shire Councils idea to send the patients to the
Murwillumbah District Hospital. Arrangements are being made to obtain the
use of the Public School as a temporary quarantine station.

Queensland on 28 January 1919 decreed a 7-day quarantine period for all
shipping entering Queensland ports. Coastal vessels were first delayed in
Moreton Bay for that period. None carried mail. Unfortunately a number of
their crew members abandoned their ships so they couldn’t sail. 11 crew
members of the Arrawatta, due to leave Brisbane for Sydney and Melbourne
gave notice on 1 February and left the ship.

This shortage of crew led to shortages of grain and flour in North Queensland
and big delays in loading mail bags from railheads like Gladstone and Port
Alma destined for ports north of Townsville. Even these ships were delayed for
7 days quarantine when they reached Townsville. Shipping was already in short
supply because many of the vessels had been purloined for War service and had
been either sunk by the Axis U-boats in the Atlantic, or not yet returned.

On 5" February 1919 the Commonwealth Government decided to renounce the
agreement with the states that had been reached in Melbourne and Gazetted
regulation to immediately take over he control and quarantine of all sea traffic
between the states. They took it on because the different quarantine regulations
operating in each state made it near impossible to repatriate servicemen for
England and France. The Commonwealth also offered to take over all of the
land quarantine camps at the states’ borders. The States weren’t happy that their
regulations had been over-ridden.
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A typical “ship story’ would be that of the Canadian-Pacific mail steamer the SS
Niagara. It was reported in the papers on 26" October 1919 that the Niagara was
steaming from Vancouver to Sydney on its regular bi-monthly run. The 89
passengers in board were ordered into the North Head Quarantine Station for 7
days. On the voyage from Vancouver to Auckland influenza appeared “in fairly
mild form and 123 members of the crew and 7 passengers were attacked.” Three
deaths occurred before, and two after, the vessel reached Auckland. The
Niagara’s mails were fumigated before they were handed over to the post office.

The Brisbane Courier reported on 6 February 1919 that the Railways
Department had received advice that the New South Wales authorities were
stringently enforcing the wearing of masks by travellers on trams and trains.
The penalty for not doing so was £10. This was to come into effect on al trains
including ones from Queensland at Wallangarra. The masks needed to be
donned before entering New South Wales territory. Arrangements were made
for 100 masks to be immediately available at Toowoomba. It was also stated
that although railway premises were fumigated it had not been considered
necessary to fumigate railway parcels and mails. The advice of the health
officers was that such fumigation is not necessary as the influenza virus is not
carried on inanimate objects. No fumigation of this sort is done by the
Commonwealth, except on overseas mails, as the communication of the disease
is only by human contact. It had been reasoned that at Tweed Heads it had
appeared safe for tradesmen to take their goods to the border, leave them, and
get other persons to collect them.

They didn’t understand at the time that infection and germs could easily travel
on people’s hands and even on items.

Matthew Wengert, historian and author of City in Masks: How Brisbane fought the
Spanish Flu epidemic in 1919, said there wasn’t even a very clear understanding
at the time of what a virus was. “People were being inoculated, there was a
two-shot inoculation, but that was for bacteria which came with the
pneumonia,” Mr Wengert said, “Plenty of people who were inoculated still got
the flu and some of them died.

“They thought it was spread through mosquitoes, flies, rats, and they did a big
clean-up around the Brisbane, because they thought it might be associated with
filth.” Brisbane did its first ever burn off of rubbish as part of that process,
stopping the long-standing practise of simply dumping rubbish in Moreton Bay.
Anti-mosquito measures were put in place and some streets and buildings were
literally scrubbed with detergent. Despite the preparations, the flu soon
arrived.

Queensland’s hard-line approach, meanwhile, kept them free of the Spanish flu
for several months. But in May 1919 the virus was detected in Queensland, and
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the state government very reluctantly reopened the border with New South
Wales.

The first person to die in Queensland from the flu wasn’t a local - sailor Jack
Fitzpatrick died from complications relating to the flu on April 30 after arriving
in Brisbane on a steamship. Over the next few days cases were increasingly
reported, starting with an army barracks at Kangaroo Point. “The first cases
were laundry workers, who may have gotten it off the soldiers,” Mr Wengert
said. “The military at the time was not outright hiding the fact but certainly
trying to minimise the fact that soldiers were bringing the flu in.”

On Saturday 3" May the Queensland Health Commissioner formally notified
the other States and the Commonwealth that pneumonic influenza had been
diagnosed in Brisbane and that there were cases in Rockhampton. Within two
weeks the state border was opened up. There was influenza in all the states and
a closed border was ineffective.

It was the frontline medical workers who ended up in the firing line. “By the
end of the first week there were already 20 nurses in Brisbane General Hospital
sick with the flu. At one point there were up to 80 nurses in Brisbane sick with
the flu, and a few of them died.”

Right from the start of the Flu regulations in Queensland vaccination stations
opened up. Two in Brisbane ones inoculated 400 persons every day. An
“inhalitorium” opened up and mask wearing was encouraged.

Health authorities set up “inhalation chambers" to stave off the flu. They were
these rooms that were set up and people could go there and inhale the noxious
gases which they thought helped with the flu. There were a number of them in
Brisbane and people could go and spend half an hour breathing in the gases,
usually zinc sulphate, which apparently isn’t particularly harmful but it’s
certainly not healthy.

“Everyone knew someone who was seriously sick or dying, or dead,” Mr
Wengert said. There was no part of Brisbane that wasn’t affected; every suburb,
almost every street.” In response to the crisis, two major quarantine zones
were established in Brisbane where the worst cases were sent: one at Lytton to
deal with cases from quarantined ships, and the other at the Brisbane
showgrounds at Bowen Hills for the general public. Doctors were told not to
send anyone there unless they were very sick, so there were cases where people
arrived and then died 15 minutes later,” Mr Wengert said. “Every day you
were there you would watch someone being taken out with a sheet over their
face. Sometimes six or eight people a day.

The doctors and nurses at the exhibition quarantine centres had to stay at the
centre, to prevent them spreading the disease further. Meanwhile, Brisbane
started to grind to a halt, although most people tried to carry on as best they

could.
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Inhalitoriums were set up in Brisbane. They probably helped spread the flu
more than prevent it

¥ oo \amin | B

Women wearing masks in Brisbane 1919. Postal staff were required to wear
masks From10™ February and to have been inoculated as were railway
employees who handled mail.

Inoculation rates were quite high — probably 70% - but the vaccine didn t save
many lives
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The cutting-edge telephone service was disrupted because all the telephone exchange
workers fell ill or avoided work.  Similarly all train and tram services were disrupted
with a major driver shortage. The Queensland state government passed legislation to
force people not to crowd in the public transport that was left, with no one allowed to
stand on trains and trams.

Although mail was able to get across state borders during the pandemic, even if
people weren’t, the post office was not immune to difficulties. The Adelaide
Advertiser of 18 June 1919 reports:-
“The Postmaster-General to-night received a report from Sydney that the
postal, telegraph and telephone services were threatened with serious
dislocation owing to the influenza epidemic. The staffs were affected in
the following proportion: Engineer’s Branch 1504

Mail Branch 246

Telephone Branch 195
Telegraphist Operating Room 51
Receiving Room 38

Accounts Branch 7.

It has become necessary to work overtime in the mail branch and second-
class mail items [1d paid for commercial items] could not be regularly
delivered. Temporary hands were being employed. Already it has been
found necessary to suspend the operation of the public-telephone service
from telephone boxes, in order that the ordinary subscriber’s service
might be attended to.”
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The Commonwealth Director of Quarantine thought that masks were ‘useless
and even dangerous’even though most states had made them compulsory
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People, who were originally blasé, became terrified.  Because it was striking
people randomly, and especially striking strong young people, there was a great
deal of nervousness as to who might be next.

The outbreak in northern New South Wales and Queensland followed a very
standard epidemic pattern, with a short sharp increase in cases, followed by a
long tail of incidents.  More than 300 people died in Brisbane alone from the
disease, with estimates nearly 10,000 people fell ill during the crisis. By July
1919 the cases had started to ease but there were still sick people until the end
of the year. It was moving north, with more damage to come.

A range of anti-flu measures were touted by snake-oil sellers and health
authorities alike. People wore handkerchiefs over their mouths and they
soaked them in all manner of things — eucalyptus oil, camphor oil, as well as
using all sorts of home-made medicines in order to keep it at bay. It was quite
common city to smell that camphor or naphthalene everywhere.

But as Brisbane recovered, the disease was beginning to rip through the rest of
the state, moving west and north through developed cities over the course of the
year.

Cairns was hit by December, and communities in the Torres Strait were struck
with the disease in 1920, some of the last places in the world to see the flu. The
death toll amongst the Chinese and in indigenous communities in North
Queensland was quite high.

According to Charters Towers' Northern Miner May 31, 1919 "It was rumoured
In town to-day that there was a case of the dreaded 'flu in town, but inquiries
made tonight the information that it was only a case of the ordinary type,
patient, who was a well-known resident of Torrens Creek.

But deaths were reported in May at places like Charleville, Cunnamulla and
Emerald.

Barcaldine was not yet affected but held a meeting of the Shire Council and the
hospital and the Chamber of Commerce to form a board to deal with it should it
affect the town. "It was decided that If only a few cases occurred to use an
isolation ward in the hospital, but if the epidemic should be severe to use the
Shire Hall."

More could be written on the situation in north Queensland especially in regard
to mail delays.
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

et ‘é“°" POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT,

= @ 1/18. TREASURY GARDENS. MELBOURNE.
A T YN A ARy 2% 18th February, 1919.

MSMORANDUM to = IR

The Seocretary,,
Prime lidinieter's Department,
MELBOURNS.

Inoonlation of Pudblie Sexrvants against Influenza.

Jith reference to rrevioue correspondence on the above-

mentioned subjeot, I beg to forward hereunder copy of reporte whioch
have been received from the Joputy Poetmasters General, Brisbane

and Hobart, in regard to the inoculation of staff. They have been
edviged in socordance with the intimation contained in your memoran-
dum of 7th instant, viz., that the question of making inoceculation
compuleory when all Departments have reportedl the result of action

, taken in connection with your circoular of 29th ultimo, on the subject.
A :

Sooxetary.ﬁu

BRISBANS, Sevexral officials this Department have refused in writing
to submit to inoculation, Shall be glad of advice as to how
they arxe to be dealt with. They heve been definitely warnmed
inoculation compuleory in sccordance with direction Acting
Prime Wnister.

- - e - = = -

HOBART. i 8ball be gled of advice as to what aotio if any,
ie to be takepn ageinet those officers who object to the
1moculation. There are some 10 or 12 who have refused
inoculation on the sxound- that they do not believe it
hes any bﬁ“q I ghall be glad of instructions in
regazrd to u‘tuo

The Prime Minister’s Department was advised on 19" February 1919 that
the inoculation of Post Office staff was to be compulsory
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Staff at the Balmain Post Office in Sydney donning their compulsory
masks

SHOP TRADE HIT
Effects of the ’Flu

No Crowds of Bargain-Seeicers

BIG MAIL ORDER BUSINESS.

[n = N WS

The influenxa epidemic has hit trade badly in Sydney, To what '
oxtont this is tho case it iw difficult to say: gut th); --{imat:: of
somea representative retail traders are published below,

Women who gonorallg throng theo shops at this season of the
year are alaying at home; but, on tihe other hand, a much biggor busi-
nesa is being done in delivery ordoers,

i |

And probably the only winners in the 1919 pandemic were the mail order

businesses. The Post Office did very well also out of the much-increased
parcels traffic
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