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THE NEXT MEETING of the Wagga Stamp Club (Inc.) will be held at the ARCC hall 

           in Tarcutta Street on Wednesday 2nd July, 2025, commencing at 7.30p.m 
 

  THIS MEETING: Presentation by Gary Croker & Large Auction 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

2025  Calendar 
 

August 2 Market Day – ARCC Hall, 131 Tarcutta St. Wagga. 9.00a.m to 4.00p.m. 
 

August 6 Presentation by Rob Brennan – Australian Miniature Sheets 

 

Sept 3 Presentation by Peter Simpfendorfer – Cinderellas 
 

October 1 Large Auction 
 

Nov 5 Five Page Member’s Display Competition 

 

Nov 22/23 Stamp & Coin Fair. Seven dealers. Sturt Public School, White Avenue, Kooringal. 
 

Dec 3 Presentation by Grace Hatty – Mounting a Display (Part III) 

 

May 16/17 Stamp & Coin Fair. Seven dealers. Sturt Public School, White Avenue,  
2026      Kooringal. 
 

Nov 21/22 Stamp & Coin Fair. Seven dealers. Sturt Public School, White Avenue,  
2026  Kooringal. 

69   A/c No. 931 564. 

              Enquiries for all events Phone 0488 081 933 

 

 

 

mailto:simpy19@bigpond.com


MAY 2025 STAMP & COIN FAIR REPORT 

Fine weather greeted members as they arrived early Saturday morning to set up the hall. The good weather 
continued throughout the weekend with a light cold breeze keeping those on the entry door wide awake. 

Set up went smoothly and the fair opened to the public on time at 9am. 

Abacus Auctions were attending for the first time and were welcomed. 

As usual, Saturday was the busier day with the morning in particular seeing strong crowds through the door. 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning saw above average crowds attending. 

Collectors attended from Albury, Tumut, Holbrook, Narrandera, Canberra, Young, Coolamon, Junee, Walla 
Walla, The Rock, Uranquinty plus plenty of locals. 

There were several lots of stamps, coins and notes sold on each day to dealers including a gold sovereign for 
$900. 

Abacus Auctions also accepted material from several clients to be auctioned at their future Melbourne 
auctions. They also had for sale a great range of covers from the Late Rod Perry Collection – “Woodchip 
Free”. 

Thanks to club members who assisted in setting up/dismantling the hall tables/chairs etc. those that manned 
the door or contributed in any way. Without your help we would not have a fair. 

My assessment is that this was our best fair since Covid hit in 2019. 

The next two-day fair at Sturt Public School is on November 22 and 23. There will also be a one-day Stamp & 
Coin Market at 131 Tarcutta Street on August 2. 

Peter Simpfendorfer                                                                                                                                                
Secretary 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

ROYAL  MAIL  UNVEILS  A  SOLAR – POWERED  POSTBOX 

On April 10 U.K.’s Royal Mail announced 
the unveiling of a solar – powered post 
box that can be used to make sending 
parcels easier. 

Customers can use the new post boxes 
to scan a parcel’s barcode, and then use 
an updated Royal Mail smartphone app 
to request proof of posting by utilising 
the phone’s location services.  

The new post box allows for larger 
parcels than post boxes can currently 
accept, while letters can still be posted 
in a separate opening on the post box. 

Five of the new post boxes will be 
piloted before Royal Mail places more 
throughout the United Kingdom. Royal 
Mail says there are 115,000 post boxes in the United Kingdom, all located within half a mile of ninety eight 
percent of addresses in the United Kingdom. This is compared to the 21,000 locations where customers can 
currently drop off and collect parcels. 

“The new post boxes will support the increasing numbers of people selling unwanted items on second-hand 
market places, as well as traditional online shoppers sending returns,” Royal Mail said in a press release. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

June auction report: 

 

5 vendors presented 48 lots for auction with 38 (79%) selling. One vendor had a 100% clearance. Top price 
was 29 for a folder of stamps commemorating winners of the annual Bathurst car race. 
Total sales were $295.50. 



Thanks to Bob Edyvean for a number of “This week’s Stamp Story” newspaper cuttings. They will be 
presented in the Newsletters over the coming months. 

 
Part III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This newspaper 
cutting is from the 
late 1950’s or early 
60’s, judging by the 
adverts on the 
reverse side. 
 
And it is from the 
Wagga Daily 
Advertiser. 
 
They make 
interesting reading if 
you are a little bit 
interested in history. 
 
It is possible that the 
author was a keen 
philatelist. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INTERESTING STAMP FACT  

A British man named Angus McDonagh designed and 
printed his own fake postage stamps, with images of 
himself wearing an eye patch, a beret, and a Father 
Christmas beard. He successfully used them to post 
over 100 letters. 

 

 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

COMPLETE PAPUAN STAMP SET BECOMING HARD TO GET 

On Nov. 14, 1932, Papua issued a set of 16 pictorial definitive stamps. The Art Nouveau-influenced designs 
are among the most beautiful British Commonwealth stamps ever issued. The engraved stamps were printed 
on unwatermarked paper and perforated gauge 11. Eleven of the stamps in the set are bicolor. The stamps 
were designed by F. E. Williams and E. Whitehouse. Photos by F. E. Williams and Gibson were used for the bi-
coloured stamps. The stamps were recess printed in Australia by J. Ash, and later by McCracken (½d, 1d, 2d, 
4d). 

The exotic design subjects include a Motuan girl (½d), a bird of paradise and a boar’s tusk (2d), a mother and 
child (4d), Papuan motherhood (6d), a dubu (ceremonial platform) (1/-), a fire maker (10/-), tree houses (1½d), 
a Papuan dandy (3d), a masked dancer (5d), shooting fish with a bow and arrow (9d), pottery making (2/6), 
Major Simo of the native constabulary (5/-), and a delta house (£1).   

The set in very fine grade and 
unused, hinged condition is valued at 
about $1,200. For a very fine mint 
unhinged set the present catalogue 
value is in the vicinity of $2,800. Most 
collectors are happy with fine to very 
fine grade, and a set in that grade 
and unused, hinged condition is a 
good buy at $500 to $600. Most of 

the value is in the top three face-value stamps, the 5-shilling, 10-shillings and £1 stamps. Short sets without 
the three high-value stamps abound at less than half catalog value. 

 

https://i0.wp.com/factrepublic.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Angus-McDonaghs-Fake-Stamps.jpg?fit=620%2C329&ssl=1


A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WAGGA STAMP AND COIN CLUB – Part II: 1992 - 1996 

1992  February saw sponsorship of the 2nd school stamp club at Sacred Heart School, followed by the Lutheran               

    School in June. 

    Members Jim Eldridge and Gary Croker won silver medals at “Peelpex ‘92” at Tamworth. 

    The first competition for the school stamp clubs was held in November with over 80 entries 

1993  Jim Eldridge won a bronze medal and Gary Croker a Sapphire award at “Wapex ‘93”. 

1994  Bruce Hackett achieved a Large Silver medal at Melbourne Stampex with his first attempt at exhibiting. 

1996  D Ross from the Canberra Philatelic Society was guest speaker at the AGM, displaying British North Borneo     

    and Brunei material. 

    Jim Eldridge was awarded a trophy for first in class S3 Postal History at “Expo ‘96”. Jim also won a Silver Bronze       

    medal for his entry “Censorship in the Third Reich” at the National Exhibition.                   

  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

BLAST FROM THE PAST NO 33 WITH “Simpy” 

 

The following items have been sourced from various Australian Post Office Stamp Preview Bulletins. 

 

1971 No 3: A series of four stamps were issued on 14 June 1972 comprising Primary Industries-20c Fruit, 25c Rice, 30c 
Fish and 35c Beef. 

 

1973 No 3: National Development was the theme of four stamps issued on 6 June 1973 – 20c Shipping, 25c Iron Ore, 
30c Beef Roads and 35c Mapping. 

 

1976 No 3: Australian Explorers John Oxley, Hamilton Hume & William Hovell, John Forrest, Ernest Giles, William Gosse 
and Peter Warburton were depicted on a series of 6 x 18 cent stamps issued on 9 June 1976. 

 

A list of Philatelic Sales Centres included Albury, Bathurst, Orange and Wagga Wagga. Collectors could purchase 
philatelic items from Australia, AAT, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas Island, Fiji, Norfolk Island, Republic of Nauru, 
Papua New Guinea and Western Samoa direct from the Sales Centres. 

 

1977 No 3: A new electronic postmarking machine was first used on covers with the stamp marking the 50th anniversary 
of the A.C.T.U. issued on 9 May 1977. The machine was located in Melbourne. 

 

The following notice is interesting: “POSTING OF SERVICED FIRST DAY COVERS There have been occasions when 
some customers after purchasing serviced first day covers have subsequently addressed and posted them, with or 
without additional stamps affixed. These covers may be refused for transmission as under postal By-Laws, any article 
bearing stamps that have been postmarked cannot be forwarded, except in the course of re-direction. 

 

Counter customers who wish to have first day covers forwarded by post have two alternative methods available to them: 
(i) they may affix stamps (to cover amount of postage relevant to the destination and mode of transmission) to their own 
bland covers, and lodge them over the counter or in a philatelic posting receptacle, on the day of issue, (ii) they may 
forward serviced unaddressed first day covers within fully prepaid outer wrappers, at any time.”   

 

1977 No 4: Three new general purpose philatelic covers depicting a kangaroo with joey in her pouch, a koala and baby 
and a kookaburra were issued. A date of introduction was provided. 

 

1977 No 5: National Stamp Week ran from 26 September until 2 October 1977 with the theme “Stamp collecting for the 
youth of Australia” and used the slogan “Get stuck into stamps”.  

 



1977 No 6: The Tom Roberts painting “Coming South” was the subject of a $10 stamp released on 19 October 1977. 

 

1977 No 7: Surfing Santa was shown on the 15 cent Christmas stamp and it was not popular with many collectors. 

 

1978 No 1: The Australia Day 18 cent stamp depicted the Australian National Flag. 

 

1978 No 2: The Famous Aviators issue released on 19 April 1978 included an imperforate miniature sheet. The four 18 
cent stamps depicted Bert Hinkler, Harry Hawker, Sir Charles Kingsford Smith and Charles Ulm. 

 

1978 No 3: Australian Trees will feature on a set of four stamps released on 1 June 1978. Of special interest to me 
personally is the 45c Cootamundra Wattle as Cootamundra is my home town. Country singer John Williamson also has a 
popular song titled “Cootamundra Wattle”. 

 

1978 No 4: A full page explained the “NEW FORMAT FOR SOUVENIR STAMP PACKS” that commenced with the 
Australian Trees issue. “The new format is designed to make the collection of stamp packs easy and convenient either in 
albums or loose form. Opened flat, the stamp pack is the correct size for mounting on a standard-size album page.” 

 

 

 


