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THE NEXT MEETING of the Wagga Stamp Club (Inc.) will be held at the ARCC hall 

           in Tarcutta Street on Wednesday, 1st April, 2026, commencing at 7.30p.m 
 

  THIS MEETING: LARGE AUCTION 

 

SUBS OF $20.00 ARE NOW DUE. METHODS OF PAYMENT: CASH AT A MEETING, OR CHEQUE TO ABOVE  

ADDRESS, OR BY DIRECT DEPOSIT to Westpac: Wagga Stamp & Coin Club – BSB 032 769   A/c No. 931 564. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
2026  Calendar 

Mar 28  ARCC Open Day  

 

April 4  Stamp & Coin Market by club members. ARCC Hall, 131 Tarcutta Street, 9am until   
  3pm. Free admission 

 

May 6 Presentation by David Blackman – Royalty stamps update 

 

May 16/17 Stamp & Coin Fair. Seven dealers. Sturt Public School, White Avenue,  

      Kooringal. 

 

June 3  Presentation by Harry Smith – “My Coin Collection”. 

 

July 1    Large auction.  
 

August 5  Presentation by R Brennan – Unusual Australian gutters.    
 

August 29  Stamp & Coin Market by club members  ARCC Hall, 131 Tarcutta Street, 9am until   
  3pm.  Free  admission. 
 

Nov 21/22 Stamp & Coin Fair. Seven dealers. Sturt Public School, White Avenue,  

  Kooringal. 

 

              Enquiries for all events Phone 0488 081 933 

 

mailto:simpy19@bigpond.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/waggasc


Minutes of the General Meeting of The Wagga Stamp Club Inc held 4 March 2026 at the 
ARCC Hall, 131 Tarcutta Street, Wagga Wagga 

 
Meeting opened at 7:58pm      Chairperson: Vice-president D Blackman  
Attendance: 18    Apologies: R Brennan, K You, E James, H Smith 
  
Show & Tell: Items were provided by P Simpfendorfer, R Edyvean and D Blackman. 
 
Minutes of the February 2026 meeting as circulated were moved as a true record by S Goward, seconded T 
pollard and passed unanimously.  
 
Business arising from the minutes. Nil 
 
Correspondence In: ARCC minutes of meeting held 20.02.26 
   ARCC re Open Day 28.03.26 
   Orange Coin & Stamp Club newsletter #279 
   J Dart, cheque for $170, membership and site for May fair  
   ATDW re April market 
   Aust. Post re PO Box renewal 
   Milton Ulladulla Stamp Club re April fair 
   Philas News, February 2026 x 3 
        
        In & Out: S Kirby re Wodonga fair 
   D Hayes re Albury/Wodonga stamp & coin club 
   ARCC re Open Day 
   ATO re tax return for year 2022/3 
 
Moved P Simpfendorfer, correspondence be dealt with as read and discussed. Seconded 
R Edyvean and passed unanimously. 
   
Treasurer’s Report: 01.02.26 – 28.02.26  Opening balance $2,082.49 
      Income  $   404.55         
      Expenditure   $       0.00        
      Closing balance $2,487.04 + IBD $7,530.00 
 
Moved G Hatty, seconded R Dooner report be accepted. Passed unanimously. 
 
Accounts for Payment: SR Thomas, $41.94 circuit book 25/11  
 
Moved P Simpfendorfer, seconded D Woodland account be passed for payment. Passed unanimously. 
 
General Business: ARCC Open Day 28 March, posters were distributed, club will participate, raffle tickets 
were sold. 
 
Following discussion P Simpfendorfer moved that due to low volumes of mail being received and the cost 
involved (currently $192.00 pa), the club post office mail box be cancelled.                            
Seconded D Blackman and passed unanimously. 
 
The next Stamp & Coin Market is on 4 April and posters distributed. Table space was requested by L Myers, P 
Simpfendorfer, R Edyvean S Goward, D Rose. 
 
Meeting closed 8:17pm and was followed by a small auction.   
 
 

 
 



1920 Sydney Gold Sovereign – Rarest Australian Sovereign  

The 1920 Sydney Gold Sovereign 
is not only one of the rarest gold 
coins but also holds a special place 
in Australian history. It was minted 
at the Sydney Mint and is 
considered the rarest of all gold 
coin sovereigns produced by the 
British Empire. The coin’s rarity is 
attributed to its limited mintage and 
the fact that only four circulating 
examples are known, with one 
being part of  the Royal Australia 
Mint collection in Canberra. In        

  Reverse           Obverse         2006, an example fetched a world 
record price at auction of £650,000 (AU$1,024,000 [2006 exchange rate]) in London. 

To determine a Sydney Sovereign from those minted in Melbourne, and other places, there is a tiny 
“S” on the edge of the ground below the horse’s rear hoof. The arrow points the way. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

March auction report: Six vendors submitted 65 lots for sale with 56 (86%) selling t0 ten purchasers for a total 
of $481.40. 
Top stamp lot was $40 for Charles Sturt plate blocks of 4 and top coins lot $45 for a set of 2021 Australian 
coins. 

< > < > < > < > < > < > 
 
 



 

 

 

I promise this is the last post card 
of the Paris Stamp Market. 

This card was printed in 1979. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

FROM THE PRESIDENT / EDITOR 
 
First of all, please note the new Post Office box number.  
 
Secondly, thank you to Rod Dooner for taking on the vice presidency, and Robyn for becoming our assistant 
secretary.  
 



INTERESTING STAMP FACT 
 

1988 IRAN PLANE  CRASH 
 
Iran Air Flight 655 was an Iran civilian passenger flight that was shot down by 
the US Navy guided missile cruiser USS Vincennes in 1988.  
 
All 290 on board, including   sixty-six children and sixteen crewmembers died.  
 
One month later Iran released a postage stamp to commemorate the 
disastrous attack  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What’s so odd, strange, unusual 
about this cover? 
 
Those of you that collect pre-
decimal stamps should pick it up 
quite easily. 
 
For the rest of you, the answer 
will be revealed at the meeting.  

 
 

________________________________________________ 
 

UNIQUE NEW ZEALAND 1903 LAKE TAUPO STAMP WITH INVERTED                                                          
CENTRE FETCHES RECORD PRICE (By Charles Snee) 

An only known example stamp that had been owned by the New Zealand 
Post since 1998 was sold on September 20, 2025. At a record price for a 
New Zealand stamp, the 1903 4d yellow-brown and blue Lake Taupo stamp 
with inverted vignette, went for NZ$263,250, auctioned by Mowbray 
Collectables in Wellington. 

A collector from Alaska acquired the rarity via telephone bid. “I promised the 
country [New Zealand] that I would bring it back for major exhibitions as long 
as I own the stamp,” the collector said. “Special permission from the Prime 
Minister was obtained so the stamp could be exported out of the country”. 

Mowbray provided a brief summary of the stamp’s history in a press release 
of September 25: “It appears that as part of the printing process a sheet of 
paper, already with the outer frame design printed, was placed upside down 
in the printing press prior to the centre design being printed. The stamp was 
used at Picton on 21 March 1904, in the South Island, and was one of a 
sheet of 80 such printed. However, only this example is known. Despite 
being printed in 1903, it was not until 1930 that its existence was known. The 
stamp, listed by Stanley Gibbons as SG322c, was originally certified by the 
Royal Philatelic Society of London in 1931, and most recently by the Royal 
Philatelic Society of New Zealand in 2025.” 

The 2025 Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand certificate states that the error stamp, which is used, is genuine and 
has “an insignificant tear at the lower left side.” 



MAILING KIDS 
It’s hard to believe it, for a brief period of six years (1913 to 1919), it was possible to mail a baby or small child 
through the U.S. Postal Service. With the commencement of parcel services the unintended consequences 
were that parents tried to send their children through the mail and children were sent quite often. Anything 
under 50 pounds (23 kgs) could legally be shipped. 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to National Postal Museum historian Nancy Pope, the first known case of a mailed child was in 1913 
when Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Beauge of Glen Este, Ohio, shipped their 10-pound infant son to his grandmother’s 
home about a 1½klms away, paying 15c postage and springing $50 for insurance (just in case something 
happened). Records don’t indicate whether Grandmother Beauge received her mail in a mailbox or through a 
letter slot. The quirky story soon made it to newspapers and similar stories started arising as other parents 
followed suit. 
 

One child did make the trip in a railway mail car: 5-year-old May Pierstorff (left on picture above) was sent from 
Grangeville to Lewiston, Idaho, to visit grandma on February 19, 1914. May was just under the weight limit at 
48.5 pounds, and her parents realised that sending her by mail would be cheaper than buying her a train ticket. 
They attached the postage – 53c in parcel post stamps – to May’s coat, and she rode in the train’s mail 
compartment all the way to Lewiston. She was personally delivered by the mail clerk on duty. 
 
Edna Neff, 6, was sent 720 miles (1,150 Klms) from Pensacola, 
Florida to Christiansberg, Virginia, where her father lived. 
 

In 1915 several newspapers reported that the US Post 
Department had officially decreed that children could no longer 
be sent through the mail. However, during the WWI period and 
Spanish Flu epidemic, some post office workers turned a blind 
eye and some children were mailed. 
 

While the odd practice of mailing out kids might be seen as 
incompetence or negligence on the part of the mail carriers, it 
was more an example of just how much rural communities relied 
on and trusted local postal workers. 
 

Photo at right shows three children alighting from a US Post 
carriage. Note the postal labels stickers on their clothing. I think 
the postal staff in the background were having a bit of fun with the kids, applying stickers to themselves. 


