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THE NEXT MEETING of the Wagga Stamp Club (Inc.) will be held at the ARCC hall 

           in Tarcutta Street on Wednesday, 4th June , 2025, commencing at 7.30p.m 
 

  THIS MEETING: Presentation by Bob Edyvean – Australian Blocks of Four 

 

SUBS  OF  $20  FOR  2025-26  ARE  NOW  DUE    (NOTE THE INCREASE) 

For direct Deposit: Westpac, Wagga Stamp & Coin Club – BSB 032 769,  A/c No. 931 564  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

2025  Calendar 

July 2 Large Auction 
 

August 2 Market Day – ARCC Hall, 131 Tarcutta St. Wagga. 9.00a.m to 4.00p.m. 
 

August 6 Presentation by Rob Brennan – Australian Miniature Sheets 

 

Sept 3 Presentation by Peter Simpfendorfer – Cinderellas 
 

October 1 Large Auction 

 

October 4 Market Day – ARCC Hall, 131 Tarcutta St. Wagga. 9.00a.m to 4.00p.m. 

 

Nov 5 Annual Five Page Member’s Display Competition 
 

Nov 22/23 Stamp & Coin Fair. Seven dealers. Sturt Public School, White Avenue, Kooringal.  
 

              Enquiries for all events Phone 0488 081 933 
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KINGDOM OF SEDANG CINDERELLAS By Henry Gitner 

Sedang was established by the French filibusterer Marie-Charles de Mayrena (1842-90) in what is today part of Vietnam.  

Mayrena was a former French official who owned a plantation in French Indochina. In 1888 the king of Siam began 
claiming territory that the French considered part of their fiefdom. Mayrena persuaded the French colonial administration 
to send him to negotiate treaties for the French government with the Bahnar, Rengao and Sedang tribes. 

Once on the scene, Mayrena instead sold the tribes on the idea of forming an independent kingdom with him as King 
Marie I of Sedang. In 1888 he commissioned a set of seven postage stamps for his kingdom. These local post stamps are 
a type of cinderella. 

In 1889 Mayrena left his kingdom to be annexed or exploited to any interested from France, Great 
Britain, Prussia or Belgium. A Belgian financier proved the most interested and supplied him with 
arms and money in exchange for the mineral rights to his kingdom. However, the French Navy 
seized the arms as contraband and refused to allow him to reenter the country. King Marie I of 
Sedang died under mysterious circumstances, probably by poisoning, on November 11th, 1890, in 
Malaya. 

According to Focus on Forgeries by Varo Tyler, the stamps of 
Sedang were forged in 1889, almost before the ink was dry on the 
genuine stamps. The forgeries were produced by French banker 
Dorsan Astrue and sold in great quantity to stamp dealers. 

Fortunately, the forgeries are easy to detect. According to Tyler, four 
values expressed in two words fail to include a hyphen between the 
words. Two fingers on the hand on the right of the coat of arms 
clearly touch the frame line. In the word SEDANG the ‘E’ has virtually 
no sherifs and the triangle in the upper part of the ‘A’ is too large. 

              Genuine                                  Forgery 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WAGGA STAMP AND COIN CLUB – Part One: The first 12 years 

The first recorded meeting of the Wagga Stamp Club was held on 11 April 1979. Twelve members were present and the 
only current member from that group is Neil Dallinger. Neil has attended over 330 club meetings and was the first member 
to be awarded Life Membership. 

1982: April, the minutes refer to a “recent Stamp Fair”. Fairs were also held in November 1985. 

1983: A Stamp Fair was held in May. In October there is a reference to a “visit to the Narrandera club”. 

1984 – ’86: Stamp Fairs were held in May 1984 and May 1985, with the first two-day fair held in May 1986.   

1987: The Club hosted an international visitor – Mr Al Dibbs from the USA. 

1990: The first venture into junior clubs with the commencement of a club at South Wagga Public School. 

 The Club produced a special numbered cover for the 50th Anniversary of RAAF Base, Forest Hill. 

1991: Monthly auctions commenced in October. 

 



From the “Stamper”. Thanks Alan Storen 

Major shake-up coming! What Australia Post’s latest move means for you 
The financial stability of essential services is 
something many  Australians take for 
granted—until challenges arise that threaten 
their future. 

One of the nation’s most recognisable 
institutions is now facing mounting financial 
pressure, raising questions about its long-
term viability and the potential need for 
government intervention. 

Here’s what’s unfolding behind the scenes. 
Australia Post faced significant financial 
difficulties, with treasury budget documents 
revealing an $88.5 million pre-tax loss in the 
2023–24 financial year. It marked the second 
consecutive annual loss since 2014–15, 
highlighting ongoing financial instability. 

Treasury stated in Budget papers that the decline reflected ‘the way in which digitisation of the global and 
national economy is changing how many people and businesses use postal and related services.’ 

In December 2024, the government announced a package of reforms to improve Australia Post’s productivity, 
prioritise parcel delivery, and strengthen financial sustainability. Despite these efforts, authorities warned they 
might need to provide financial assistance to the postal service in the future. 

Paul Graham, Australia Post’s chief executive, previously revealed that households would eventually receive 
letters only every third day. ‘As we see mail decline, we believe it's inevitable that we'll need to move to every 
third day and beyond,’ he said. 

‘The time frame for that is unknown because it will depend on how quickly it declines but that will certainly be a 
topic we will be taking up with the government post the election.’ 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission was assessing a proposal for a further 20-cent 
increase in letter delivery fees, though mail services were not expected to become profitable again. 

Meanwhile, parcel deliveries had surged since the COVID-19 pandemic, driven by consumers seeking online 
bargains amid rising living costs. 

Despite this growth, Australia Post faced increasing competition from global logistics companies, gig economy 
operators, and low-cost alternatives. 

‘That's, you know, the thing that certainly keeps us awake at night,’ Graham said. ‘Competition is intensifying 
and our traditional revenue streams are shrinking.’ 

In a previous story, Australia Post signalled that price increases could be on the horizon for several services. 

As the company grapples with financial losses and shifting consumer habits, higher costs may be unavoidable. 
It becomes a matter of “when”, not “if. 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 

Auction Report:  

May auction: 6 vendors presented 49 lots for auction with 32 (65%) selling for a total of $192.70. 

Best result was $25 for a KGV sideface Die III stamp. 

 



Thanks to Bob Edyvean for a number of “This week’s Stamp Story” newspaper cuttings. They will be 
presented in the Newsletters over the coming months. 

 
Part II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This newspaper cutting is 
from the late 1950’s or early 
60’s, judging by the adverts 
on the reverse side. 
 
And it is from the Wagga 
Daily Advertiser. 
 
They make interesting 
reading if you are a little bit 
interested in history. 
 
It is possible that the author 
was a keen philatelist. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

INTERESTING STAMP FACT  

Marianne Stamp 

In 2013, the new image of “Marianne” (who symbolises the French 
Republic, and is typically depicted with bare breasts) on French 
Stamps, was inspired by Ukrainian topless activist Inna Shevchenko. 

After the stamp was released the right-wing Christian group French 
Academia Christiana called for a boycott of the stamp. 

  



Submitted by  Our Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of us 
have, or are 
customers of 
Seven Seas 
Stamps. 

 

It was 
suggested 
that this 
“guide” was 
published by 
them and 
David Harris 
was an agent 
for them.  

 

My best 
guess is 
that this 
“guide” was 
published 
around 
about 1965. 

 

Apart from 
QEII, the list 
of famous 
collectors is 
almost 
totally USA. 
And who 
outside USA 
has heard 
of most of 
them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


