THE WAGGA STAMP CLUB (Inc.)
(Trading as Wagga Stamp & Coin Club) January, 2026. (51)
PO Box 2099, Wagga Wagga, NSW, 2650.

Secretary:
Peter Simpfendorfer

Ph: 0488 081 933
Email: simpy19@bigpond.com

Web Site

www.tinyurl.com/waggasc

THE NEXT MEETING of the Wagga Stamp Club (Inc.) will be held at the ARCC hall
in Tarcutta Street on Wednesday 7th January, 2026, commencing at 7.30p.m

THIS MEETING: Other Hobbies

2026 Calendar

Jan 31 Market Day — ARCC Hall, 131 Tarcutta St, Wagga. 9.00am to 4.00pm. (To be
confirmed)

Feb 4 February — P Simpfendorfer, 2025 Fair Purchases

Mar 4 AGM & Small Auction

Mar 29 ARCC Open Day
April 1 Large Auction
May 6 Presentation by David Blackman — Royalty stamps update

May 16/17 Stamp & Coin Fair. Seven dealers. Sturt Public School, White Avenue,

Kooringal.
June 3 Presentation by Harry Smith — TBA
July 1 Large Auction

Nov 21/22 Stamp & Coin Fair. Seven dealers. Sturt Public School, White Avenue,
Kooringal.

Enquiries for all events Phone 0488 081 933


mailto:simpy19@bigpond.com

NOVEMBER 2025 FAIR REPORT

Despite the forecast of a wet weekend, the rain did not eventuate and the only wet spot was as a
result of the automatic lawn sprinklers but it was not a major problem as a strategically placed
garbage bin solved the issue.

On Saturday morning, a good crew had the hall set up in record time and all was in readiness for
the public at 9am.

As usual, the Saturday morning session was the busiest, Sunday afternoon fairly quiet whilst
Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning experienced a steady flow of collectors. Overall numbers
appeared to be slightly down as reflected by the door takings. On reflection, a number of regular
attendees did not attend.

However, | did speak with collectors from Geelong, Melbourne, Coolamon, Stockinbingal, Leeton,
Canberra and Junee. The Geelong collector made a (long) day trip spending about four hours at
the fair. He was delighted to obtain some of the postage due material he was seeking. The
Melbourne collector is on the committee of the Fitzroy club and made a weekend of it. He was
amazed at some of the material he purchased that he could not obtain at Melbourne fairs.

Over the two days a number of people had material for valuation or for sale and, there appeared to
be more stamps than coins/notes. One client had two large suitcases including annual albums and
another a large carton of stamp material but | am not sure if either sold.

The dealers appeared to be satisfied and are keen to return in May 2026. It was good to see Gary
Watson and his assistant on the Abacus stand and | also thank them for their generous donation to
the club of two books relating to the Lakatoi stamps of British New Guinea and Territory of Papua.

Thanks also go to all club members who assisted in any way — set up/dismantling the hall, the
door roster etc. | will not mention names but a quick check reveals at least 17 members
contributed in some way.

The door takings of $423 were down about $90 on the average takings with $290 on Saturday and
$133 on the Sunday. At previous fairs there was always several people who would donate above
the entry fee by placing $5 in the tin but | only saw this on one occasion this time.

So, January 2026 will see the club commence organisation of the May fair. As the saying goes “no
rest for the wicked”.

(Below A view of Saturday trad/ng at our falr)

Peter Simpfendorfer, Secretary
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AUCTION REPORT:

Seven vendors presented 68 lots for auction and 51 lots (75%)
sold for a total of $505.50 which is probably a record.

There were seven purchasers with the top stamp sale being a
KGV sideface for $40 and top coin lot realising $43 for an “uncut
horizontal pair of $5 notes”.
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THANK YOUS FROM THE PRESIDENT

A sincere thanks to Peter for again doing the ground-work
organising another successful fair. And a big thank you to all
those that volunteered time helping in some way to “get the show
on and off the road”.

At our last meeting Rod Eather donated a large bundle of A4 size
covers to any member who would like to have them. The rush at
the end of the meeting was a good indicator of their value to
some of us. All went! Rod, your consideration is very much
appreciated.



NEW SOUTH WALES’ FIRST COINS

For many years after New South Wales was founded in 1788, it did not have its own currency and
had to rely on the coins of other countries. During the early days of the colony, commodities such
as wheat were sometimes used as a currency because of the shortage of coins. Also, many
transactions were carried out using promissory noted, or a barter system which included trafficking
in alcohol known as ‘rum currency’ which was disbanded when Macquarie became governor on 1
January 1810.

Spanish dollars were sometimes cut into quarters and then each quarter was cut into 2/3™ (being
shillings) and 1/3™@ segments (being sixpences). In 1791 Governor Phillip of NSW fixed the value
of the Spanish dollar to equal five shillings (5/-).

Under the decree of 19 November, 1800, by governor Philip Gidley King, the following nine coins
were legal tender for the exchange rate noted beneath the coins: (Coins illustrated are not to actual
size):

Gold Johanna: Portuguese coin

Portuguese

Guinea: British coin

=£1/17/6 (1 pound, 17 sh. 6d)

Indian Pagoda

=8/- (eight shillings) =2/6 (two shillings & sixpence) = 2/- (two shillings)

The Spanish silver dollar illustrated above was the type used to create the NSW “Holey Dollar and
Dump” in 1813 /’14.

The Dutch Guilders minted before 1798 became “frade coins” (along with Dutch rixdollars and
silver ducats) due to insufficient silver content to be acceptable by the Dutch banks. The Guilder
illustrated is a “trade coin”.

Apart from British coinage, no other foreign currency was legal tender in NSW — with the exception
of the Italian Ducat which often “slipped in” with the Dutch Ducat due to their similarity.



FROM THE PAST (By Des Rose)

In the old days when | worked in the Bank of NSW out in western NSW we
received the coin the town needed by train from Sydney in these metal
containers.

They could handle about 3 or 4 bags
of 20c, each bag value was $200.

The lid slid back and then the bags
placed inside, the lid slid back into
place and then the screw was put in.

Once this was in place a wax seal

was poured over the screw and the

bank's seal was inscribed into that
| wax whilst still warm.
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=9 <L %= The tin was then consigned from
~\ Sydney's Central Station to the e -
= 2 = town where it was required or the nearest railway station on the
NSW Network.

One time when | [Des Rose] was working at Wilcannia, the
consignment was dropped off at Menindee (nearest Railway
Station) and the local Post contractor picked the tins up and
proceeded to Wilcannia up that lovely dirt track. He arrived at
the Bank Branch, and dropped off the tins and was then off to
his next stop up the road , White Cliffs. We checked the
consignment and found we were 1 tin short. We finally caught
up with the contractor at the White Cliffs pub and he checked the back of his truck and yes, there was 1 tin
still there, so, sorry about that, will drop it in tomorrow. Happy ending.

A STAMP CLUB MEETING?

This early 1900’s postcard of a scene in Paris
shows a group of French gentlemen at the Parisian
Stamp Markets. The open- air Markets have been
held in the Aux Champs Elysées continuously
(except for the war years) since about 1858, and
are still held quite regularly to the present day. This
was the world’s first and longest running stamp
market. Benches are now used, instead of chairs.

The, what appears to be, damp winter weather,
and the outside situation was not conducive to
keeping stamps in pristine condition.

Back in the period pre-1864 stamp collecting in
France was considered an unhealthy activity -
collectors being termed “timbromaniacs”, a
negative connotation.

Georges Herpin, a prominent citizen of Paris of
that time, changed the status by coining the term
“Philatelie”, and for creating the first catalogue of
French stamps.

As this postcard suggests, the hobby rapidly
became quite popular as the years progressed.

PN s el WA IS SeA
2177. — SCENES PARISIENNES. —_ Aux Champs Elysces



MacGILLIVRAY POST OFFICE, KANGAROO ISLAND. (Peter Simpfendorfer)

Peter sent in these photos after a recent visit to
Kangaroo Island.

The history of this post office is quite extensive, so
I will let the photos do most of the talking. It’s
worth two pages.
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Historical Significance: -

Established: April 1909
Closed: November 29, 1952

¢ MacGillivray was named in honour of lvor MacGillivray, South Australian parliamentarian

e Originally, mail was delivered by horse from Kingscote to MacGillivray, making it a critical
connection for local settlers

e The last postmistress, Esther Doreen Kent, managed the post office from 1938 to its
closure in 1952, providing vital communication services to a small, remote community

e The building was renovated in the early 1990’s and opened as a shop, which relocated in
1997

Present Day — Museum and Tourism

« Today, the MacGillivray Post Office is preserved as part of Emu Ridge Eucalyptus Oil
Distillery and open to visitors as a museum

o Visitors can enjoy self-guided tours or customised guided experiences, exploring the
history of Kangaroo Island’s postal service and the South Australian eucalyptus oll
industry

« The museum features historic signage, photographs, and memorabilia that highlight
the post office’s role within the local community and broader heritage

« Emu Ridge also provides educational resources, local souvenirs, and opportunities
to learn about the traditional eucalyptus oil production methods for which Kangaroo
Island is known


https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=91688042d811f6627069caf80097bca088221c9c0453a64a58b2395aec055cfaJmltdHM9MTc2NDM3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=11a9c845-bfe5-6b42-1a1b-dcccbed76ae4&psq=MacGillivary+post+office+South+Australia&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zb3V0aGF1c3RyYWxpYS5jb20vcHJvZHVjdHMva2FuZ2Fyb28taXNsYW5kL2F0dHJhY3Rpb24vbWFjZ2lsbGl2cmF5LXBvc3Qtb2ZmaWNlLWVtdS1yaWRnZQ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=91688042d811f6627069caf80097bca088221c9c0453a64a58b2395aec055cfaJmltdHM9MTc2NDM3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=11a9c845-bfe5-6b42-1a1b-dcccbed76ae4&psq=MacGillivary+post+office+South+Australia&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zb3V0aGF1c3RyYWxpYS5jb20vcHJvZHVjdHMva2FuZ2Fyb28taXNsYW5kL2F0dHJhY3Rpb24vbWFjZ2lsbGl2cmF5LXBvc3Qtb2ZmaWNlLWVtdS1yaWRnZQ&ntb=1

In the heart of Kangaroo Island’s
MacGillivray district stood a modest
timber and iron home, nestled among
the narrow-leaf mallee scrub. This
was the home of Esther Doreen Kent
:’n:em W!Mm. :fst}‘ze-zow).thelast
MacGill Post
Office, which closed in 1952’@

Built in 1909, the post office known as
“the old iron shed” served as a vital
communication hub for the remote
farming community.

Esther arrived at Emu Ridge in 1938 as a
newlywed. Her husband, Joe Kent, managed
the farm owned by F.H. Faulding & Co and
distilled eucalyptus oil. Their home was simple,
four rooms, verandas, and a fertile flat below
for a vegetable patch. Water was carried in
buckets, there were no modern conveniences,
but Esther made it beautiful.

Soon after, close neighbours the Rymills asked
Esther to manage the MacGillivray Post Office
and telephone exchange. With just three
phone subscribers and six families collecting
mail, it was a humble start. Yet for Esther, it
brought connection, purpose and a telephone
in the house!

While Joe worked tirelessly at Emu Ridge,
Esther kept the community connected,
one letter and telegram at a time. Her quiet
dedication not only supported her family
but also wove the fabric of a remote island
community together.
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From 1938 to 1952, she managed the post
office, balancing postal duties with milking
cows, making butter, gardening, carrying her
water by hand and raising six children, all
without electricity, plumbing, or a washing
machine. For a time, she even taught her eldest
children via correspondence.

In the final years of operation, as government
surveys assessed whether the post office
should remain open, Bev recalls speaking

with Mrs. Kent, who remembered how she
encouraged neighbours to send extra letters to
prove that the little outpost was still vital to the
community.

Neighbours remembered Esther as practical,
cheerful, meticulous and kind, often riding

her bicycle to nearby farms sharing her plant
cuttings. She transformed her surrounds into a
vibrant garden of hardy geraniums in painted
kerosene-tin flowerpots.

When the post office closed in 1952, it marked
the end of an era. This little building had

once linked families, farms, and friendships
across Kangaroo Island. Esther’s legacy as
MacGillivray's final postmistress remains, a
symbol of resilience, service, and the quiet
strength of country women.

Larry’s family bought Emu Ridge in 1978. His
father, Ralph, used what remained of the old
house as a shearing shed and sheep yards.
Later we used it as a storage shed and chicken
coop. By 2020, it was gone.

This information was given to me by Joyce Kent.




